September 2002

Your Communication and Information Resource

Condominium life depends on volunteers

Thoughts about the
annual elections

by Marcel Molins
MECA Board President

Another annual meeting to elect board
members is coming up! We all should
consider ourselves lucky that seven
qualified owners are willing to run for
the six vacant board positions. While
we eventualy got seven candidates, as
you know, we had to extend the dead-
line by a week in order to get sufficient
candidates to fill these vacancies.

A building like ours with over 1,000
residents has many qualified individuals
who could make wonderful contribu-
tions to enhance the well-being and
wefare of the Malibu East community.
| believe that we all have to give some-
thing back to the community in which
we live. Malibu Eagt is a large commu-
nity and it cannot function well without
the involvement of its members who are
willing to give some of their time for
the benefit of all. By its nature a condo-
minium, as opposed to a mere rental
building, cannot be operated by hired
professionals only. All the work that is
done by volunteers, be it board mem-
bers, committee members or Dialogue
editors and contributors, if done by pro-
fessionals, would cause a substantial in-
crease in assessments and would make
life here substantially more expensive.

Thus, volunteers to fill al these posi-
tions are necessary to enhance the ambi-
ance in the community and make the
costs of operating the building more
bearable. Nevertheless, it is not reason-
able to rely on the same people to vol-
unteer their time year after year. There
needs to be some rotation.

It is a fact that there are times in our
lives when we do not have as much

time as others. Sick family members, a
new job, small children and other cir-
cumstances make it very difficult or im-
possible to spend much time volunteer-
ing. But those who do not have to deal
with such circumstances should be will-
ing to give of their time to our commu-
nity. And while nobody should expect
to derive personal benefits or advan-
tages from serving on the board or any
of the committees, a sense of fulfillment
in doing a good job and giving back to
the community is a reward well worth
the time spent.

| encourage each and every one of you
to first exercise your ownership right by
voting at the upcoming annual meeting,
but also by joining one of the many
committees which assist the board in
running the building and eventualy,
next year when the annual meeting is
announced, to volunteer as a candidate
to fill the vacancies on the board.

In summary, please make up your mind
to participate in making Malibu East
Condominium an ever better place to
livein.
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Sandy Chaet

Democracy in action
by Betty Mayian

As our building embarks
upon another eection of
directors, we wonder, just
what kind of person does it
take to run for the board?
One way to find out would have been to
attend the “Meet the Candidates Night”
event that was held Wednesday, Aug.
28 in our Windjammer Room.

| was there (mainly because | repre-
sented the Social Committee, which ran
it). Because | was there, | was able to
see a great group of people who defi-
nitely deserve our support and admira-
tion. This year we ran the event a little
differently and had the candidates an-
swer questions written by Malibu East
owners attending this year’'s
“Candidates Night.” Blank index cards
and pens were available for everyone to
use.

After the questions were gathered,
chairs were pulled up for the candidates
facing a small gathering of about 35
Malibu East residents. We had only six
guestions in the bowl. This was good

(See Democracy page 10)
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MECA board meeting notes

by Elaine Winans

MECA board meeting
Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2002

Attendance: 8 board members, 2 man-
agement representatives and 12 resi-
dents.

Not present: Charles Cooper, Martina

Moalins, Scott Y oung.

OPEN FORUM 1
Resident comments and questions:

1) Lobby balcony progress chart has-
n’t changed lately. It will be up-
dated to show concrete work that
is done.

2) Elevator No. 3indicator shows
wrong floor, usually shows the
[obby. Will be corrected.

TREASURER’'S REPORT
Financial statement
Balance on hand, cash and re-
serves — $2,316,932.

We have not received or paid cur-
rent billsfor exterior bal cony/
facade work.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1) Floor Representatives
[la Chaiken
At our 7:30pm Tue. Oct. 1 meeting
in the Community Room, we will
evaluate continuing this committee.

2) Security
[la Chaiken
The Aug. 7 fire safety program was
a success, thanks to Sandy Chaet’s
persistence in acquiring a Fire De-
partment representative for a
speaker. Although attendance was
sparse, the speaker gave an excel-
lent presentation, including atour
of the hallways and stairwells with
an explanation of signing, emer-
gency equipment and procedures.
His presentation gave usthe feding
that our building isvery safe.

3) 3) Socia
Sandy Chaet
Three events are scheduled: Candi-
dates' Night (see page 10), Har-
rah’s Casino outing (see page 5)
and atailgate party (see page 9).

4) Commercial Property
Janice Krzesnski
We are getting the second bid for
work to be done in the commercial
unit. The planning is progressing
on dividing the Convenient Store
space into two viable commercial
units, with the Convenient Storere-
taining two-thirds of its current
space.

5) Architecture & Aesthetics
Larry Creter
Looking at samples of carpet for
the lobby area by therevolving
door. Examples of suggested new
floor signs were shown. Money
was approved for new hall signs.

Please keep in mind that the meeting
notes are not the official record of the
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The
official minutes are generally approved at
the following meeting and may be viewed
or copied in the management office.

6) ASCO
Sandy Chaet
A sketch was shown of a proposed
design for the new park at the
southeast corner of Thorndale and
Sheridan Road.
V.P. Richard Strauss
Mr. Strauss was a witness in con-
junction with ASCO and as our
Malibu East representative at the
Aug. 26 meeting of the Committee
on Buildings. His statement will be
included in the annual report. The
facade ordinance will be changed
from arequired critical inspection
of all walls every four yearsto
variations of four, eight and 12
years, depending on the structure of
the building and the facade. Al-
though this will result in alessen-
ing of financial hardship on our
building, Mr. Strauss recom-
mended to the committee the com-
plete removal of the facade ordi-
nance and the use of the Building
Department resources to go after
scofflaws. Mr. Strauss received re-
sounding applause at that meeting

and at our board meeting.
7) Communications

Thomas Vaughan
The editors of the Dialogue, Jack
Winans and Neil Warner, submit-
ted a manuscript to the CAl lllinois
Chapter magazine, Common Inter-
est, entitled “Producing An Asso-
ciation Newsletter.” Thearticle has
been published as a five-page
spread in the magazine' s summer
2002 issue. Our building isamem-
ber of CAl.

MANAGEMENT REPORT

Items requiring board action

1) Commercial property issues
The estimated costs for the storage
lockers and commercia unit build-
outs and alternate plans were dis-
cussed

2) Roof replacement bids
Four bids have been received, all
with a 20-year guarantee. Winword
was awarded the contract. Illinois
Roofing was retained to oversee
the materials, installation and fin-
ishing. The work will be done start-
ing in October after the facade
work is done and the equipment
and supplies have been removed
from the roof.

3) Balcony floor coating project
A uniform-color top-coat applica-
tion will be offered for sale to those
unit owners who desire this aes-
thetic covering of their existing
“patchwork” colors. The material
and labor costs were discussed, and
a price was determined of $360 per
balcony for al butthe A & B tiers.
For the A & B tiers, the cost would
be doubled. This pricewill bein ef-
fect for those who sign up for the
project by Dec. 31, 2002. Those
who sign up after that date may be
subject to a price increase. The fee
for thework will be billed through
the individual monthly assessment
statements after thework is com-
pleted on each unit.

4) Pool closing date
Lifeguards will be retained until
Labor Day. After that asign will be
posted, “Swim at your own risk, no
lifeguard on duty.” The pools will
close with the coming of inclement
weather at the discretion of the
management office.

5) Sale of association-owned unit
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A contract of $149,500 for 15F
was approved with some owner/
tenant/lease stipulations.

6) Non-owner-occupied unit re-
guirements
Proposed rules concerning
changes in tenants were dis-
cussed.

[tems not requiring board action

1) Exterior & balcony project
Work continues with a contem-
plated finish date of Oct. 31.

2) North wall
The temporary repair work was
done ahead of schedule and under
budget. We are now in compli-
ance with the court-ordered work
and are getting bids for the recon-
structive work.

3) West wall
Doing critical examination in
conjunction with lightning dam-
age on both corners. Some work
was found that could be done, but
none of it posed safety concerns.
No work will be doneat this
time.

4) 2003 proposed budget status
Looking at a 6% increasein as-
sessments, also asmall increase
in parking rates. The next budget
committee meeting will be with
the entire board at 7pm Sep. 10in
the Windjammer Room. Resi-
dents areinvited to attend, but
only board members can vote at
this meeting.

5) Garage report
Claims
Approved: 1
Denied: 5
Total: 6
Waiting lists
Single self-park: 78
Tandem self-park: 0

Second car: 1
Monthly parkers

Valet: 332
Tandem: 65
Single: 140
Preferred: 1
Engineer: NC
Motorcyde: 0
Total: 537
New monthlies: 2
Cancdllations. 8

The meeting ended at 10:50pm and
went into closed session.
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What’s happening
around the building

‘ by Vito Senese, MECA Association Manager

It seems like Mother Nature tried to re-
peat her act from last year with the tor-
rentia rain that fel on Wednesday,
Aug. 21. Severa of the areas to the
north and west of the building were
flooded, but the

the Windjammer Room. Seven candi-
dates are competing for six open posi-
tions on the board of directors. The
election packets were mailed out on
Saturday, Aug. 24. If you have not re-
celved your packet yet, contact the
management of-

building sustained
only water backup
into several of the
washing machines.
The staff inspected
the washers, re
moved the water,
and our vendor put
the laundry equip-
ment back into ser-
vice by noon.

The pool will stay open after Labor
Day, weather permitting. ALL SWIM-
MERS WILL SWIM AT THEIR OWN
RISK AFTER LABOR DAY BE-
CAUSE THERE WILL BE NO LIFE-
GUARDS ON DUTY. Notices will be
posted and put on channel 95 when the
date for the pool to close is determined.
All the lifeguards want to extend their
thanks and appreciation to the pool pa-

fice.

The board of di-
rectors is work-
ing very hard on
the 2003 pro-

SPECIAL NOTICE
ALL SWIMMERS WILL
SWIM AT THEIR OWN RISK
AFTER LABOR DAY
BECAUSE THERE WILL BE
NO LIFEGUARDS ON DUTY

posed budget.
Some of the
projects dated

for 2003 are a
new roof, ga
rage floor and ceiling repairs, brick re-
pairs for the north wall in the atrium,
and pool repairs. It appearsthere will be
an increase in the monthly assessments
for 2003, but the increase will be less
than last year’s. The 2003 budget meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 1, at
7:30 p.m. in the Windjammer Room,
and all unit owners are encouraged to
attend.

trons for their coop-
eration and compli-
ance with the pool
rules throughout the
pool season.

The exterior fascia
and balcony project
on the south side of
the building is mov-
ing into the final
two phases. Resi-
dents on the south
side of the building can continue to use
their A/C units until further notice.
Residents can contact the management
office if they need help in removing the
cover from their A/C unit. The target
date for al the work to be completed on
the south side of the building is Nov.
15, weather permitting.

The annual owners meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, Sep. 24 at 7:30pm in

SPECIAL NOTICE

The 2003 Budget meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 1,
at 7:30 p.m. in the
Windjammer Room
and all unit owners are
encouraged to attend.

Finally, your
building staff
has done aterri-
fic job this sum-
mer maintaining
the exterior
landscaping and
lawn. However,
some residents
in the building
with dogs are
making their job
more difficult
by allowing their dogs to “go” on the
lawn instead of using the dog run. Resi-
dentswith dogs are required to use the
dog run rather than other areas of our
property. Please help the staff keep the
exterior of your building looking grest
by using the dog run instead of the
grass when you walk your dog. Y our
cooperation will be greatly appreciated.
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. etc. 8pm Wed.—Sat., 3pm Sun.
CO mmuni ty 7am-1pm thru Oct. 19 6525 N. Sheridan Rd.
Broadway Armory (In Mulladay Theater)
parking lot 773-508-3847

Broadway & Thorndde =~ RED HEN PRODUCTIONS
NORTH PARK “Bloody Bess”
VILLAGE Taleof piracy and revenge.
NATURE CENTER Sep. 19— Oct. 20, $20
Nature Center family Call for details.
“Mars Attacks Chicago”
A radio-style play.
Sep. 21, 28, Oct. 5; 4pm, $12
(Note: new theater)
5123 N. Clark St.
312-409-8123
RAVEN THEATRE

Calendar

by Rose Wandel

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS stroll
BERGER PARK For families with children six and
CULTURAL CENTER up.
Live at 6205 Sep. 15, 2pm
“Every Song Tells a Story” Turtle Club open house
An evening of songs and Stories ... Sep 29, 1-3:30pm in Nature Center
and 5801 N. Pulaski

“In Reflective Light” 312-744-5472 “Talkin’ Baseball”
An art exhibit featuring the work of EDGEWATER HISTORICAL Humorous look at America's
Dorothy J. Carter SOCIETY pastime.

Sep. 20, 7pm Annual fall home tour Sep. 20 thru Oct. 20
Fall programs Triangle neighborhood, begins at Previews $7, Sep 18 & 19, 9:30pm
Start Sep. 23 Edgewater Baptist Church, 1401 Regular $12, 8:30pm Fri./Sat.,

6205 N. Sheridan Rd.
312-742-7871

Computer Club

For boys & girls 9-13 yearsold
Saturdays, 10:30am to noon FREE
Register now for fall session

Call 773-761-5792 for information
on Computer Club, free community
access to computers, the Internet 7:30 pm Fridays

and computer training videos and $3, $2 for participants
CDs. 5256 N. Broadway

W. Hallywood

Sep. 15, noon — 5pm, $15

773-907-1872

6424 N. Western Ave,

773-907-1872
THEATER/SHOWINGS
COFFEE CHICAGO

Open mike poetry night

7:30pm Sun.

Workshop series

Ernest Hemingway short stories
adapted for stage.

Sep. 30, Oct. 1, 2, 3
Post-performance discussions.
“Marvin’s Room”

An estranged family learns life.
Thru Oct. 13, $15-$24

8pm Thu.—Sat., 3pm Sun.

Note new location of theater.

BROADWAY ARMORY 773-784-1305 6157 N. Clark St.
Fall programs HEARTLAND STUDIO THEATRE 773-338-2177
Start Sep. 23 “In One Ear” COMMUNITY EVENTY
5917 N. Broadway Open run featuring poetry & MEETINGS
312-742-7502 spoken word. Friends of Chicago River
EDGEWATER 10pm Wed. $2 (registration North Branch canoetrip
MEDICAL CENTER 9:30pm) Sep 15, 9:30am to 4:30pm

Senior Center programs
5700 N. Ashland Ave.
773-797-1095

EDGEWATER PUBLIC LIBRARY

CAPS 24" Digt. Beat #33SD
Come meet our beat police.
Wednesday, Sep. 4, 7pm

(1% Wed. of every month)
Internet basics

Learn mouse skills, www, e-mail
1 Sat. of month

1210 W. EImdde
312-744-0718

“Celebrating Diversity”
Hispanic heritage month
Sep. 15

FARMER'SMARKET

Fresh vegetables, baked goods,

7000 N. Glenwood
773-728-8111

HOLLYWOOD EAST

Music:

Reggae, soca, punta and soul at
10pm

5650 N. Broadway

NO-EXIT CAFE

Grinder gay/leshian music &
poetry series hosted by Scott Free.
6970 N. Glenwood

773-743-3355

ORGANIC THEATER

“Five Rooms of Furniture”
Loose hiographica story of a
Chicago family —how the past
determines the future.

$15, $10 seniors, thru Sep. 15

$50 ($10 discount for members)
No children under sx. Meander
through forest preserves full of
wildlife. Meet at the end-point of
the trip. Shuttle provided to the
starting point. Pets and a cohol not
permitted. Rain date, Sep. 28.
Reservations required.

Call (312) 939-0490 x.10

More information available at:
www.chicagoriver.org/

L eague of Women Voters
Workshop: “ Take Back the
System!”

Learn about anatomy of a
campaign, political backdrop,
resource info., etc.

Sep. 218:30 am



September 2002

$35 includes continental breakfast.
Bremner Lounge
Centennial forum Student Union
Loyola Univ.
1125 W. Loyola
Reservations: Gwen Nordgren
773-973-5100 —
ConsultGwn@msn.com
Bark Bark Club benefit
Sep. 29 2-6pm
Fundraiser for the Chicago
Regiona Search & Rescue Dogs
1106 W. Granville
773-274-7233
MECA EVENTS/MEETINGS
Board budget meeting
Tuesday, Sep. 10
7:00pm — Windjammer Room
Residentsinvited to attend.
Dialogue Committee meeting
Tuesday, Sep. 17
7:30pm — Community Room
Thursday afternoon
discussion group
Thursday, Sep. 19
(every 3 Thurs. of month)
2:00pm — Community Room
MECA board and annual
owners meetings
Tuesday, Sep. 24
7:30pm — Windjammer Room
Floor Representatives
Tuesday, Oct. 1
7:30pm — Community Room
Leave event and meeting notices at the
desk for the Dialogue.
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Coffee shop opening

by Jack Winans

The coffee shop at 6441 N. Sheridan
has finally reopened as “Kaffeccino.”
Its menu includes an espresso bar, sal-
ads, café sandwiches, Panini sand-
wiches, ice cream and smoothies. Kaf-
feccino also caters. Cal 773-508-1888
for information. The hours are:

Mon.—Fri....... 8:30am-9pm
Sat. i 7am-8pm
SUN. e 8am-8pm

Harrah's East Chicago
iIs now dockside!

Step aboard and experience fun and
casino action like never before!
Harrah's East Chicago offers four huge
playing levels for the ultimate in
gaming action. Our conveniently
located escalators make it easy to play
every level with more than 2,000 dots
and 60 gaming tables.

Experience world-class entertainment
and hospitality that only Harrah's
offers.

Harrah's East Chicago offers a range of
special events for our Total Rewards
Cad players. Everything from dlot
tournaments to golf outings, birthday
parties to cash drawings.

Harrah's East Chicago features nine

different progressive jackpots located
throughout the vessel. Check out the
Rapid Payback 2 Dollar progressive
with frequent large payouts, or how
about the Cash Express nickel
progressive with four levels of
jackpots! If al of this excitement is not
enough, hit the new Triple Gold, which
hits on average, twice a day!

Source: www.Harrahs.com

Harrah’s casino trip

By Rose Wandel

The Social Committee has planned a
trip to Harrah's casino in East Chicago,
Indiana for Thursday, Sep. 19. We will
leave for the boat a 8:30am from
Malibu East, and leave Harrah’s at 3pm
for the return trip arriving home at ap-
proximately 4:30pm. Please note that
the bus ride can take 1 to 1% hours de-
pending on traffic.

The cost per person is $10, which in-
cludes two sessions of gambling, buffet
lunch and transportation on a luxury
motor coach (with bathroom). To make
all of this happen, we need at least 30
paid reservations. The bus can accom-
modate 30-45 people. If you and your
friends would like to go, make a check
for $10 per person payable to Malibu
East. Only PAID reservations will be
honored. If the event is canceled, your
checks will be returned to you. The
deadline for reservations is Wednesday,
Sep. 11. No reservation refunds will be
given after Sep. 11 unless the trip is
canceled.

A flyer will be delivered to each unit
with the information and a reservation
form. Fill out the form and leave it
marked “For the Social Committeg” at
the doorman’ s station.
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MECA BOARD CANDIDATES INFORMATION FORMS

Note: The candidate forms
have been reprinted exactly
as submitted except for
changes requested by
individual candidates.

lla Chaiken

As | complete my third year | take the
opportunity to review my contributions
to Malibu East Board of Directors:

- Running training sessions for MECA
employees on sexual harassment and
explaining MECA's policy for report-
ing.

- Working with a committee to redes-
ign and resurrect the Hoor Captains
Committee. | have Worked with a
small dedicated group to reevaluate
the need for the committee.

- Acted as Chairperson for the Safety
Committee. Planned and imple-
mented the delivery of a Safety folder
for each resident. Planned and imple-
mented the informational presenta-
tion TAKING CHARGE OF YOUR
SAFETY.

- Contributed to several committees as
assigned by the Board.

| am a clinical social worker with a
Masters Degree in Social Work and a
Bachelor Degree in Psychology and
Sociology. At Illinois Masonic Medical
Center | held the position of Director of
Socia Work for eleven years. | have
had a private therapy practice for nearly
20 years and continue to work with men
and women of all ages

| have developed many excellent com-
munication, negotiation and problem
solving skills. My work in the hospital
provided experience on committees
where important decisions were made.
In addition, balancing the needs of the
hospital, with the demands of the physi-
cians, and the rights of the patients pre-
pared me for the discussion, negotia-
tion, compromise and flexibility needed
to be on the Board. | believe | am truly
able to listen to what is being said. A
therapist must have the ability to listen,
not judge the speaker, hear the content,
be non-reactive and reserve judgment
until the facts are known.

One of my continued goalsisto provide
a neutral position, where the issues are
what are important, not who has pro-
posed them. | am also aware that the
Board is comprised of people with a
variety of professions and occupations.
| believe | add another dimension.

| want to continue serving on the Board
because | beieve in taking an active
interest in where | live and my commu-
nity.

Jon Heller

My wife, Nicolle, and | have enjoyed
living a Malibu East for more than
three years. Our current Board has done
a terrific job of representing and gov-
erning our community—Malibu East is
a great place to live! | fed it's impor-
tant to serve our community and |
would like to put my experience and
interests to work for my neighbors as a
Board member. | believe my strong
anaytica skills and ahility to sift
through the details of any issue may be
helpful assets to the Board, especially
now as we face substantial expenses. |
believe that a business approach can
often be the best approach when facing
Malibu East’s issues and challenges. If
elected, | will work with al Board
members and building management to
continue to ensure that we get the big-
gest bang for our assessment dollars,
that we strive to keep assessments as
low as possible, and that we are ever
mindful of your property values in al
that we do. Thank you.

Larry Creter

| would like to continue my work as a
member of the Malibu East Board of
Directors and to contribute my time and
skillsin the important task of maintain-
ing our home in the highest quality and
in the most cost-efficient manner. |
have served on the Board for the past
four years and as Board Secretary for
three years. | have been activey in-
volved in the aesthetics of the building,
including the exterior landscaping, holi-
day decor and the decoration of our
common areas such as the lobby, mail
room and laundry room. A new deco-

rating plan for the halways is being
developed. There are many projects till
to be completed and initiated.

| have enjoyed my home in Malibu East
for the past 26 years. Our building is
one of the largest and most beautiful
condominiums in the East Edgewater
neighborhood and we are seeing excit-
ing revitalization and change. First im-
pressions are an important factor for
visitors in determining a home's desir-
ability and worth and maintaining and
improving our building's "first impres-
sion" - landscaping, entrance, driveway,
lobby, and hallways - are extremely im-
portant.

My professional skills in aesthetics
would continue to contribute to this
goal. | am a graduate of the University
of Cincinnati, College of Design, Ar-
chitecture, Art & Planning, magjoring in
graphic design. For the past 34 years |
have worked in this area of study, con-
centrating on package design and sales
promotion. For the past 19 years | have
been associated with the design firm of
William A. Potter, Inc. where | am a
designer and crestive director.

| thank you for your consideration.

Marcel Molins

| became a Spanish lawyer in 1959 and
a U.S. lawyer in 1966. | am admitted to
practice law in Spain and in Illinois and
before the U.S. Supreme Court, and a
member of the American, lllinois, Chi-
cago, Barcelona and Madrid Bar Asso-
ciations. | am a partner of the law firm
of Baker & McKenzie since 1970. |
have been a resident owner of Malibu
East for 31 years.

Sixteen years ago, upon my election as

Director and thereafter as President of

the Board, | concluded that the major

objectives of the Board should be:

1) financial responsability to make
surethat our assessments are prop-
erly used for the benefit of the
building.

2) tobring asense of community life
into the building.

3) toincreasethe value of the units.

4) to enhance the facilities and the



