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by Jack Winans 
Harry Hirsch was born Jan. 6, 1921 in 
Whitechapel, London, England. White-
chapel is in the borough of Tower Ham-
lets, a working-class neighborhood that 
suffered great damage in the V2 Ger-
man rocket attacks and the blitz of 
World War II. It was also the scene of 
the Whitechapel Murderer, later known 
as Jack the Ripper. Born of blue-collar 
parents, Harry, through education and 
hard work, became a mechanical engi-
neer with a reputation as a master 
craftsman specializing in gauges. Harry 
met his wife, Renée, at a dance during 
the blitz and married her in 1943. 

His work had been considered essential 
to the war effort, and so Harry entered 

the war late in 1944. By the time Harry 
joined the RAF, the blitz was over and 
Germany was being bombed day and 
night. He was commissioned as a flight 
engineer and sent to an RAF base lo-
cated in Luchars 
Junction, Scotland, 
from where he 
flew bombing mis-
sions over north-
ern Germany. 
Harry especially 
remembers bombing runs over Bremen. 
His duties included both keeping the 
bomber’s engines running at peak per-
formance and manning a gun station 
during combat. Harry was released 
from the service early in 1946. 

Harry and Renée’s children were born 
in England. They have a son, Ian; a 

WWII RAF bomber veteran 
daughter, Susan Sandra; two grandsons, 
Aaron and Paul; and a granddaughter, 
Lisa. They all now live on the west 
coast where Harry and Renée also lived 
for a short time. 

The Hirsches moved to Canada in 1953 
and Harry designed and built gauges for 
the Plessey Company. In 1956, the 
Hirsches moved again to the United 
States where Harry worked for a num-
ber of companies, starting with Hughes 
Aircraft Co. Harry retired in 1983 from 
the Teletype Corporation of Skokie, 
which produced data-communication 
equipment and was a subsidiary of Bell 
Systems, now AT& T. 

Harry moved with his wife and children 
to a two-bedroom unit here at Malibu 
East in 1971 as one of the original own-
ers and stayed for 19 years. Harry re-
members the bare concrete floors in the 
hallways. Harry became active in the 
building and was a member of the 
board of directors in the 1980s. Harry 
was also active on the Social Commit-
tee. 

The Hirsches moved to California in 
1988 to be closer to their daughter. 
They lived in Los Angeles near the 
Farmer’s Market for four years. Unfor-
tunately, the effect of two earthquakes 
during that time convinced them to 
move back to Chicago, where they set-
tled in the Lincoln Park neighborhood. 
When old friend Martina Molins found 
they were back, she convinced them to 
return to Malibu East in 1994. 

During his lifetime, Harry has changed 
his political stance, as many of us do as 
we grow older. In his early years in 
England, Harry was a member of the 
Labour Party and although considered 
part of management, became a union 
shop steward concerned for the same 
working class of people that Harry had 
himself come from. Harry describes 
himself as more of a moderate now. 

Harry was also active in the community. 
When his son, Ian, joined the Boy 
Scouts, Harry became a Scout leader. 
Harry was also vice president of his 
trade union. 

You can often find Harry in the Con-
venient Store having coffee with his 
many friends here at Malibu East. Stop 
by and say hello to him. He’s a great 
friend to have. 
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 MECA board meeting notes 

by Elaine Winans 

MECA board meeting 
Tuesday, Apr. 22, 2003 
Attendance: all 10 board members, 2 
management representatives and 7 resi-
dents. 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Financial statement 
Balance on hand, cash and re-
serves — $2,243,744.52 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1)    Rules and Regulations 

Marcel Molins 
Regularly scheduled meetings are 
being held to work on updating our 
rules and regulations in conjunc-
tion with the Legal Committee. 

2)    Floor Representatives 
Marcel Molins 
Building issues, including balcony 
painting, were discussed. The next 
meeting is 7:30pm Jun. 25 in the 
Windjammer Room. 

3)    Security 
Larry Creter 
Vendors and service people are 
now required to submit a picture ID 
and wear a Malibu East ID while in 
the building. We are moving for-
ward with the proposal for cameras 
in the garage and atrium. We are 
getting bids for gates for the receiv-
ing room ramp area. 

4)    Social 
Sandy Chaet 
Harrah’s outing (see pg. 9) 

5)    Commercial Property 
Tom Vaughan 
Work is progressing, electricity is 
installed, and lockers will be deliv-
ered shortly. We estimate that lock-
ers will be available probably by 
Jun. 1. 

6)    Architecture & Aesthetics 
Larry Creter 
Our normal annual planting will be 
done on the grounds. We lost a lot 
of bushes and plants that will have 
to be replaced due to a dry winter. 
With the balcony repair project 
completed, we will restore the 4th 
floor deck planters and benches to 

their original locations and look 
into replacing the dead trees on a 
smaller scale. Half of the north side 
of the deck will be off limits due to 
the presence of construction cables 
being used for north side brick-
work. 

7)    ASCO 
Sandy Chaet 
The existing and new Sheridan 
Road planters will be filled in late 
May. We are working on the bike 
issue with Ald. Smith. The sewer 
project is on schedule. Our Glenl-
ake bus stop is once again normal, 
with busses coming south on Sheri-
dan Road. With the extraordinary 
success of “single” lanes on Sheri-
dan Road during the sewer project, 

we are exploring the future possi-
bility of making single lanes with a 
“green” center divider permanent 
on this section of Sheridan Road 
(Hollywood to Devon). 

8)    Garage 
Martina Molins 
The garage manager will post his 
hours from now on. Reports on 
stall vacancies on a weekly basis 
have been requested to speed up 
the process of filling vacancies and 
maximizing revenue. Third cars 
will be allowed at a $45 surcharge 
as long as enough spaces are avail-
able to permit the minimum of one 
space for all residents requiring a 
“first space.” The 3rd spaces will 
NOT be grandfathered. 

9)    Garage manager’s report 
Claims 
Approved:                0 
Denied:                    4 
Total:                       4 
Waiting lists 

Single self-park:     59 
Tandem self-park:    0 
Second car:              0 
Monthly parkers 
Single:                  140 
Tandem:                 52 
Valet stalls            306 
Preferred                  2 
Motorcycle:             1 
Engineer:              NC 
Total:                    501 
New monthlies:        4 
Cancellations:          4 
Upgrades                 1 

10)  Parent 
Easter egg hunt (See page. 6) 

11)  Sports & Entertainment 
Neil Warner 
New outdoor activities (See page 
10) 
Pool hours (See management report 
page 3) 

MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Item requiring board action 

Pool hours 
The board approved pool hours 
(see management report page 3). 
Lifeguard hours will cover all nor-
mal pool hours starting at 9am with 
probably two shifts overlapping 
weekdays and an extra midday 
shift on weekends. If for any rea-
son, no lifeguard is present during 
the post 9am hours, the pool may 
be closed at the discretion of man-
agement until a lifeguard is pro-
cured. 

Items not requiring board action 
1)    North wall repairs & design status 

The committee reported that it 
needs to know the climate and feel-
ings of all board members on their 
design preferences before the next 
meeting. 

2)    Unit sales 
   17M       $169,900 

3)    Floor painting responses 
We have 129 responses to date. 
More information will be issued 
early in May. Will start with the L, 
J, and M tiers. 

4) New storage lockers 
28 out of 33 have been rented. 
Contact the management office at 
773-271-1732 to inquire about 
available space. 

 
The meeting ended at 9:10pm and went 
into closed session. 

Please keep in mind that the meeting 
notes are not the official record of the 
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The 
official minutes are generally approved at 
the following meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 
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What’s happening 
around the building 
by Vito Senese, MECA Association Manager 

Owner’s responsibility 
#19 
With the pool season approaching, 
please be reminded that those in swim 
attire are required to use the freight ele-
vator in respect of all residents. 

19. Elevators 

Perhaps the most ignored rules are 
those that should make elevator ac-
cess fair and trouble-free for all of 
us. Simply put — the freight eleva-
tor is NOT a passenger elevator. If 
you use it as a more convenient pas-
senger elevator, you are slowing 
down access to it for those who 
MUST use it. If you use the passen-
ger elevators for dogs, luggage, 
carts, large packages, you are intrud-
ing on the comfort zone of other 
passengers in these smaller eleva-
tors. 

From our Rules & Regulations: 

VII.  ELEVATORS 

Residents and their guests dressed 
for recreational activities (i.e. 
handball/racquetball, swimming, 
etc.) and all persons with tools, 
pets, bicycles, cleaning equip-
ment, shopping carts, buggies, 
laundry carts, or building service 
carts must use the service eleva-
tor, unless that elevator is out of 
service.  Beverages in open con-
tainers may not be carried into 
elevators. 

Service elevator shall not be used 
as a passenger elevator. The 
MECA Board of Directors will 
regulate hours when service ele-
vator will be available for use by 
residents. 

As spring arrives, your building staff 
has been sprucing up the exterior and 
interior of the building. Your staff has 
done a great job so far, and hopefully 
the weather will cooperate so they can 
complete all of their projects. 

The bike rack has been placed outside 
in the atrium, and bikes on the rack 
should not be left overnight. All bikes 
shall be put in the bike room when not 
in use, not on the bike rack. The bike 
rack should be used for short-term park-
ing only. 

All residents are reminded to comply 
with building policies and please refrain 
from parking their vehicles in the 
atrium. Any vehicle left unattended in 
the atrium can be towed off the prop-
erty at the owner’s expense. Also, resi-
dents shall contact the management of-
fice and provide written permission for 
their vendors to work in their unit when 
they are not going to be home. Resi-
dents shall also sign in their guests with 
the garage before they arrive so that 
they will be allowed to park in the ga-
rage. 

The pool is scheduled to open on Fri-
day, May 23, 2003, weather permitting. 
The pool will be open from 9am to 
10pm daily, weather permitting and 
subject to management's discretion. The 
pool will be open from 6:00 am to 9:00 
am daily for unsupervised lap swim-
ming by residents 18 years or older. 
The Board of Directors and manage-
ment will be evaluating the lap-
swimming program throughout the sea-
son. All residents and their guests using 
the pool shall obey the pool rules and 
comply with the requests of the life-
guards on duty. The Board of Directors 
encourages everyone using the pool to 
have a safe and fun summer. 

Residents who have items on the 4th 
floor deck as a result of the exterior bal-
cony project are required to contact the 

management office to make arrange-
ment to have these items removed. Sev-
eral items need to be removed from the 
deck, so please contact the office as 
soon as possible. Any items not claimed 
by June 1, 2003 will be disposed of. 

The balcony floor-coating project will 
begin soon, and management will be 
sending out written notices to unit own-
ers who have signed up for the project. 

The sewer repair project is currently in 
phase 2, stage 1, and it is scheduled to 
last about a month. The project is ex-
pected to be finished by the beginning 
of July, weather permitting. During this 
phase, the southbound lane on Sheridan 
Road will be open to all traffic. 

RCN still has NOT corrected the billing 
errors on their monthly statements. Fur-
thermore, they have sent out interrup-
tion-of-service notices to residents for 
delinquent accounts, which were caused 
by these billing errors. Also, they are 
telling resident that our contract has ex-
pired, which is NOT correct because 
our contract runs until the end of Sep. 
2004. Therefore, if you have any ques-
tions regarding the status of your RCN 
account, you may contact Dan 
Lilienfeld at 312-955-2026 or Pam Car-
michael at 312-955-4533. 

The new storage locker facility is cur-
rently under construction, and the an-
ticipated opening date is Jun 1. All resi-
dents who signed a rental contact will 
be notified in writing as soon the open-
ing date is confirmed. The Board of Di-
rectors is very excited about the project 
and they want to extent their thanks to 
all of those who have been patiently 
waiting for the new storage locker facil-
ity to open. 

If you or your lender needs a certificate 
of insurance, please contact Palmer & 
Cay at 1-800-755-8945 ext. 3985 and 
ask for Lillian. They can forward a cer-
tificate directly to your lender. 

NOTICE: Volunteers 
needed to deliver the 

Dialogue. Give 20 to 30 
minutes a month to your 

neighbors. They will 
appreciate it! 773-334-0680 

Vendors and service people are now required to submit a 
picture ID and wear a Malibu East ID while in the building.  
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
EDGEWATER PUBLIC LIBRARY  

CAPS 24th Dist. Beat #2433 
Come meet our beat police. 
Wednesday, Apr. 2, 7pm 
(1st Wed. of every month) 
Internet basics 
Learn mouse skills, www, e-mail 
1st Sat. of month 
Creative writers group 
7-8:30pm Thursdays 
Chess Club 
6:30-8:30pm Mondays 
1210 W. Elmdale 
312-744-0718 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY 
Martin D’arcy Museum of Art 
“Art & Politics” guided tour 
$5, free for Loyola alumni, 
students, members 
1-2pm May 31 
6225 N. Sheridan Rd. 
773-508-2679 

NORTH LAKESIDE 
CULTURAL CENTER 

Senior orchestra 
Join now, all instruments welcome 
Call Bonnie Tipton Long 
6219 N. Sheridan Rd. 
773-743-4477 

SWEDISH AMERICAN 
MUSEUM CENTER 

“On Stage and in The Streets: 
Stories of our Culture” 
Exhibits, performances, displays of 
mask-making and traditional 
regalia from Cambodia and Puerto 
Rico. 
May 18, noon-2pm & 4-6pm, $17 
Whimsical Weavings” 
Textile art depicting children’s 
drawings by Inger Aberg 
Thru Jun. 14 
5211 N. Clark St. 
773-728-8111 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS 
CENTER 
Adult day wellness programs for 
60 and over. Gentle yoga, tai chi, 

A young man gives up dreams of 
being a musician to become a 
prizefighter for money. 
8pm Thu.–Sun., 3pm Sun., $20 
Kid’s Theater: “Aesop’s Fables” 
1pm Sat./Sun thru May 11, $7 
For ages 2-9, parties available 
6157 N. Clark St. 
773-338-2177 
www.raventheatre.com 

COMMUNITY EVENTS/
MEETINGS 
48th Ward Bike Ride 
1-4pm Sunday, May 25 
Ardmore/Osterman Beach 
E-mail Alderman48@ameritech.net 
Alzheimer’s Assn. 
Support group meets 10:30am third 
Sat. each month. 
Methodist Home 
1415 W. Foster 
847-933-1000 
Bike the Drive 
6-10am Sunday, Jun. 8 
Lake Shore Drive 
Registration required 
www.BikeTheDrive.org 
Edgewater Chamber of 
Commerce 
Annual Luncheon & Meeting 
honoring 48th Ward Ald. Mary 
Ann Smith with the 2003 Pride of 
Edgewater Award. Elections, raffle 
prizes. Luncheon at 11:45am May 
20 at the Breakers at Edgewater 
Beach, 5333 N. Sheridan Road. 
Tickets $30 each. 
The Edgewater Singers 
Annual free spring concert, 
“Harmony & Discord, 
Relationships in Song” 
7:30pm May 10 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
1500 West Elmdale 
FA Families Anonymous 
12-step program & support group 
for families of drug and alcohol 
abusers 
7:30-9pm Wednesdays 
Irish Heritage Center 
4626 N. Knox Rm. 301 
773-777-4442 
Friends of Battered Women and 
Their Children 
Support groups 
800-603-HELP 
Friends of the River 
Chicago river rescue day 

music exercise, 
socializing, lunch and 
snacks. Transportation 
provided within 
boundary area. 
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
THEATER/
SHOWINGS 

CITY LIT THEATRE COMPANY 
“An Ecstasy of Dragonflies” 
Premier production of a play about 
commitment by Page Hearn, 
directed by Rob Chambers (of 
Second City) 
May 8–June 22, $18–24 
8pm Thu.-Sat, 3pm Sun. 
Theatre party co-sponsored by the 
Edgewater & the Chicagoland Gay/
Lesbian Chambers of Commerce 
8pm Jun. 19 
1020 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-293-3682 

HEARTLAND STUDIO THEATRE 
“The Ceredeaux Canvas” 
A dark comedy of friends 
scheming their way to wealth. 
Thru May 17, $15S 
8pm Thu.-Sat. 
7000 N. Glenwood 
773-728-8111 

LOYOLA STUDIO THEATRE 
Mullady Theatre 
“The Lady from Dubuque” 
Thru June 1, comedy 
$15, Students/seniors $5 
7:30pm Thu.-Sat., 2pm Sun 
6525 N. Sheridan Rd. 
773-508-3847 

NEO-FUTURARIUM THEATRE 
“Too Much Light Makes the Baby 
Go Blind” 
30 plays in 60 minutes 
11:30pm Fri./Sat., 7pm Sun. 
$5 plus the roll of a die 
5153 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-275-5255 

RED LINE TAP 
Pop music 
Country rock group, Michelle 
Perry & the Cold Cold Hearts 
8pm Tuesdays 
Pat Hall’s Pro Jam 
9pm Wednesdays 
7006 N. Glenwood 
773-743-3355 

RAVEN THEATRE 
“Golden Boy” 

 Community 
Calendar 

by Rose Wandel 



May 2003                                       !"#$%&'!()&Dialogue                                      Page 5 

Lakeshore 
marathon 
planned 
by Sandy Chaet 
The Lakeshore Marathon will take 
place at 6am Sunday, May 25. This is 
Memorial Day weekend and no other 
marathon is planned for this weekend. 
It will start and finish at Burnham Park 
at 31st Street. Runners will proceed 
north through Burnham, Grant and Lin-
coln Parks, and then return south near 
Hollywood Beach. No street closings 
will be required. Mark Cihlar, who lives 
in our area, is the event founder and 
general manager. The Lakeshore Mara-
thon helps to support the Nature Mu-
seum on Stockton Drive, and the event 
hopes to plant a minimum of 4,000 
trees in the area. For more information 
contact Mr. Cihlar at 765-9030 or 
www.Lakeshoremarathon.com. 

Plant plants, mulch, spruce trails, 
remove invasive plants. 
9am–3pm, picnic at noon at River 
Park, 5100 N. Francisco. 
Region 3 Thillen Stadium to Pratt 
773-561-4526 
Region 4 Kedzie Ave 
John Morehouse 773-378-8040 
Lincoln Village Shopping Center 
Mike Quigley 773-777-0667 
Northside College Prep. H.S. 
Cynthia Fox 312-939-0490 ext. 13 
Haymarket Center 
Substance and alcohol abusers. 
Treatment counselors available 24 
hours. 
866-945-5786 
Jewish Family & Community 
Service 
“Starting Over, Adjusting to Life 
in the USA” 
Discussion group for people 55 and 
over. 
1:30-3pm Mon. 
Call Arlene Alpert or Marianna 
Tartakovsky 
773-274-1324 
La Fiesta 
Performance by Mexican children. 
6pm supper, raffle, auction 
7:30pm ballet folkloric 
$10 adults, $5 children 
May 8 St. Gertrude’s Gym 
1401 W. Granville 
773-784-6395 
South-East Asia Center 
Need volunteer tutors 
Adult English as a second language 
program, weekend and evening 
hours available. 
5120 N. Broadway 
773-969-6927 

MECA EVENTS/MEETINGS 
Dialogue Committee meeting 
Tuesday, May 13 
7:30pm — Community Room 
Thursday afternoon 
discussion group 
Thursday, May 15  
(every 3rd Thurs. of month) 
2:00pm — Community Room 
 MECA board meeting 
Tuesday, May 20  
7:30pm — Windjammer Room 
 

Leave event and meeting notices at the 
desk for the Dialogue. 
 

Walking tours 
Edgewater Beach area Spring Home 
self-guided Tour Sunday, May 4. A $25 
donation includes lunch. The tour book 
can be picked up at the Church of the 
Atonement, 5749 N. Kenmore from 
12pm up to 4pm. 

Bryn Mawr Historic District, conducted 
by Thom Greene, architect. The tour 
will be held at 10:30am May 18. The 
walkers will meet in front of the Edge-
water Beach Apartments, 5555 N. 
Sheridan Road, at 10:15am. The dona-
tion is $20 and includes lunch at Mei 
Shung Restaurant. 

The Andersonville Neighborhood, con-
ducted by EHS President Kathy Gem-
perle. The tour will be held at 10:30am 
June 7. The walkers will meet in front 
of the museum at 10:15am. The dona-
tion is $20 and includes lunch at Andies 
Restaurant. 

Send check(s), made out to the Edge-
water Historical Society, to: 

Edgewater Historical Society Museum, 
5358 N. Ashland, Chicago, IL 60640. 
Donations benefit the Edgewater His-
torical Society. For further information 
call 773-506-4849. 

Source: Edgewater Historical Society www.
edgewaterhistory.org 

Flütag 
by Jack Winans 
Flütag (flight day) 
is an international 
event where inspired 
pilots have come out of the woodwork 
to construct and fly their own outra-
geous craft from a high ramp into a 
body of water. The Chicago flütag is 
Saturday, Aug. 9, at Monroe Harbor (in 
Grant Park). 

Schedule: 
 10:30am:  Open to public 
   1:00pm:  First flight 
   4:45pm:  Awards ceremony 
For more info go to: http://www.
redbullflugtagchicago.com/eventinfo_what.php 

 

The Secret Garden at Berger Park, with 
outside seating on the lake, reopens for 
the season May 1. 

Hours: 
Mon.-Sat. 11-9 
Sat Sun 9-9 
6219r N Sheridan Road 
773-381-5626 

Viva Java reopened in late April to the 
delight of our coffee lovers. 

Hours: 
Mon.-Sat. 6:30-9 
Sat, Sun 7:30-9 
1147 W. Granville 
773-274-8040 
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Easter and the hunts 
by Jack Winans 
The month of April brings April show-
ers, flowers and the traditional Easter 
egg hunts. Our children had their choice 
of three this year, including the 23-year 
traditional Dominick’s neighborhood 
Easter egg hunt held at 7:30am every 
year the Saturday after Good Friday. 
This is the one most attended, with 
scores of children lined up by age 
groups ready to dismantle the aisles in 
their search for eggs and captained by 
lots of Dominick’s volunteers. 

Berger Easter egg hunt 
This is the only “outside” hunt and in 
spite of unseasonably cold weather, 
neighborhood children and their par-
ents, armed with video and still cam-
eras, descended on the playlot at Berger 
Park for this annual Easter egg hunt. 
About 30 children up to five years old 
were greeted by the Park District offi-
cial bunny in a very realistic bunny suit. 
Hundreds of plastic eggs filled with 
candy and surprises were distributed 
beforehand by the Berger Park staff. 
The Easter bunny also brought some 
goodies. Most of the children’s baskets 
were overflowing, as there was plenty 
for all! 

Malibu East hunt 
This hunt is really an all-afternoon 
party with games, egg coloring, juice 
and of course the egg hunts. A small 
but enthusiastic group of children, par-
ents and the Parents Committee mem-
bers decorated the room with home-
made “picture” eggs while the older 
children and adults hid scores of eggs, 
some low for the little ones and some 
high for the bigger kids. Our thanks go 
to the committee members for their 
hard work and caring attitude. 

Pictures: 
Left: 
The Berger Park egg hunt 
Above: 
The Malibu East Parents 
Committee egg hunt and party. 
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 Malibu East Condominium Association 
6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago, IL 60660-3003 

Vito Senese, Association Manager 
MECA 773-271-1732 

Dialogue 773-334-0680 
Make checks payable to: 

Malibu East Condominium Assoc. 
and remit to the 

MECA management office. 
Advertisements paid in full 

by the 15th of the month 
will appear in the next monthly issue. 

Rates 
Eighth Page      $25 
(business card size) 
Quarter page    $50 
Half page         $75 
Full page        $100 

  

Recycling computers 
With my retirement background as a 
computer teacher, many of my fellow 
residents of Malibu East have come to 
me with computer questions, hardware 
and software problems. With the cur-
rent opportunity to upgrade due to the 
decline in computer prices, many of 
those same friends and acquaintances 
are concerned about disposing of their 
“old” computers and are reluctant to 
leave them in the bulk room for the gar-
bage pickup. As the founder of the 
“First Bytes” computer school at Berger 
Park, I am acquainted with PC Rebuild-
ers and the recipient of their largesse 
through their wonderful “Computers for 
Schools” program. Please use their pro-
gram to dispose of your “old” com-
puter. 

Jack Winans, Dialogue Editor 

Donate your 
old computer 
to a good cause 
by Shaw “Ames” Adjai 
Why not throw it out? 

Every year, millions of computers and 
monitors are sent to landfills as waste. 
The problem is — this waste is toxic. 
Monitors can contain up to 8 pounds of 
LEAD. Many states have already en-
acted laws that prohibit sending com-
puters and monitors to landfills. Illinois 
does not have such a law. By donating 
your computer, Computers for Schools 
will extend the useful life of your com-
puter by about 5 years. Not only will 
kids benefit from your donation, but 
also you will help the environment. 
Last year, Computers for Schools di-
verted over a half million pounds of 
computer equipment from the landfills 
and into the hands of needy school kids. 

Why bring your old computer in? 
Did you know that there are over 100 
schools in the Chicago area that report 
having NO computers for their students 
to work with? These schools, and many 
more, need help, and your old computer 

can make a difference. Computers for 
Schools, a local not-for-profit organiza-
tion, accepts donations of computers 
that are Pentium 133 level or greater, 
and monitors that are 15” or greater. 
We clean these systems up, inside and 
out, wipe all the old data off the hard 
drive to Department of Defense stan-
dards, and, through a special arrange-
ment with Microsoft, install a licensed 
version of Windows 98. We then dis-
tribute these computers on a cost recov-
ery basis to schools and not-for-profits 
in the Chicago area. 

How to donate 
For donations of 10 or more systems, 
Computers for Schools will pick up the 
computers at your location. For dona-
tions of less fewer 10, we ask that you 
drop the units off at our warehouse. Our 
location is: 

3350 North Kedzie Ave. 
Dock Number 2 
(Press the big green button between bay 
#1 and bay #2, and we will come out 
and help you unload your computer.) 
Chicago, IL 60618 

Thanks! 

Computers for Schools 

Mail: 3642 N. Springfield Chicago, IL 
60618 
800-939-6000 
773-583-7575 
Fax 773-583-7585 
Ames@PCsforSchools.org 
 

Bark Bark Club hosts 
beatnik poetry slam 
by Jack Winans 
The Bark Bark 
Club, a neighbor-
hood pet salon at 
1106 W. Granville, 
hosted a “Poetry 
Slam” the evening 
of April 1. About 60 
people attended 
along with 25 dogs. 
Fifteen poets sport-
ing berets gave poems in a beatnik-style 
atmosphere, including peace signs, 
bongo drums and other ‘60s accesso-
ries. Fun, silly toy prizes were awarded 
to the contestants, including Pez dis-
pensers, harmonica lips, etc. Helen 
Lambin who came with her lovely dog 
Fudsi said, “This is so much fun, it re-
minds me of my existential youth!” 

Pictures at right, top to bottom: 
Poetry reading 
Malibu East resident Jo Gayle with 
her West Highland Terrier Mahzik. 
Refreshments and prizes for all. 
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ABCDE 
Elevators and Laundry Room 
by Norm Cratty 
I’m glad to see last 
month’s column was 
so well-received. I 
heard some great 
comments and sug-
gestions for new 
topics from a number 
of residents. All I want 
to do is make you think how your ac-
tions and behavior affect others who 
live among you. 

Before we move into the topic for this 
month, I’d like to respond to a few 
comments regarding the sidewalks col-
umn. How many of you have seen dog 
walkers on Sheridan Road, the dog 
owner on one side of the sidewalk and 
the animal and its leash on the other 
side? This makes it virtually impossible 
to get around them. Don’t even try to 
step over the leash because you could 
(1) trip or (2) startle the dog and trip. 
Simply hold your own ground and 
make them abide by the rule of the side-
walk. 

And another resident told me she gets 
bumped all the time going up or down 
the entrance ramp (you know, the in-
clined sidewalk parallel to Glenlake 
that leads to our entrance). True, it’s not 
really wide enough to accommodate 
one lane of foot traffic in each direc-
tion. So I would again recommend you 
simply stay to the right when you’re 
coming up, and move a little into the 
entrance drive when you’re going 
down. 

Now for elevators and the laundry 
room, two elements of our building that 
we all have in common because we all 
use both. One comment and one obser-
vation follow, and these are by no 
means rules and regulations. They are 
someone’s point of view, their opinion. 
Take them for what they’re worth. 

One resident told me he couldn’t stand 
people who rip open their mail and read 
it while en route to their units while in 
the elevator. While I don’t see anything 
drastically wrong with that, it is simply 
that person’s hot-button issue. And an-
other resident can’t stand it when peo-

ple stand in the mailroom with their 
mailbox open, and sort through all the 
mail. They tend to block other people 
from passing through. Although I can 
appreciate not wanting to carry up the 
junk mail, I think people need to be a 
bit more aware. I think standing next to 
the wastebasket located in the mailroom 
is probably a better thing to do. 

So the first point about using the eleva-
tors: When you’re standing in the lobby 
or lower level waiting for the elevator 
to arrive, don’t stand in front of the 
door. Stand to the side so that anyone 
exiting will have an unobstructed exit 
path. And once you’re in the elevator 
ready to ride up, you can’t see if anyone 
is coming who may also need the eleva-
tor. So it’s a good idea when you’re 
coming in the lobby to politely say, 
“Going up, please hold it” and people 
already in the elevator will be able to 
hold it for you. 

As is often the case, the elevator car is 
filled and someone in the back needs to 
get off. It’s proper to simply step out of 
the car and let them out. Don’t crowd 
around the door thinking they can 
squeeze through. People in the elevator 
can simply hold the door-open button 
until you get back on. And what is 
proper etiquette procedure when there 
is a man and a woman in the car? Does 
the male stand aside and let the lady out 
first? Not if he’s closest to the door and 
both are exiting. As a rule it’s last on, 
first off when all are exiting on the 
same floor. 

Laundry room pet peeves 
Some people insist on throwing their 
laundry into an open dryer. I can’t stand 
it when I see an open dryer door, block-
ing the passageway in the aisle, when 
someone is emptying his or her wash. I 
always take the load of wash, put it in 
an available dryer, then close the dryer 
door, even if I’m going back for more 

Notice 
If you would like to comment on the 
ABCDE article or about social con-
duct in general, please contact or 
write the editor. Articles of a positive 
nature are welcome and may be 
printed subject to editorial staff re-
view. Leave printed or floppy disk 
copies of your article or “Letter to 
the Editor” at the desk to the atten-
tion of the Dialogue, or e-mail them 
to: Dialogue@MalibuEast.org. The 
Dialogue can be reached directly by 
phone at 773-334-0680. 

wash for the same dryer. It’s only polite 
and respectful to do this. Invariably 
someone will need to get past you. 
Please don’t block the aisle. 

And the aisle is not the congregating 
place to have conversations; you block 
the aisle for others to pass. Stand in 
front of the washers or in the lounge 
area.  

More don’ts for the laundry room: 
Don’t sit on the washers or on the fold-
ing tables; the folding tables are for dry, 
clean clothes only. Don’t sort your dirty 
laundry on them; use the floor in front 
of the washer. When you see a machine 
out of service, please fill out a repair 
tag and place it on or in the machine. 

Enough negatives for now. Next month 
we’ll focus on some positives about 
living in the Malibu East community. 

Next month: Random acts of kindness 

NOTICE 
Found: Carryall bag in Cap-
tain’s Walk in February. Call 
Dr. Horbal at 773-275-0110 
to identify and claim. 


