Green Corps Chicago

by President Kate Thomas
Senn Park Advisory Council

It seems that spring has sprung all over
the Senn community and campus!

Take a moment and visit the front of
Senn High School sometime soon.
You'll notice a wonderful new planting
bed and greening project taking placein
the northwest section of the lawn!

Senn High School was one of a handful
of schoals in Chicago to submit a suc-
cessful application to participate in this
marvelous environmental initiative,
which was funded by BP-Amoco in
conjunction with the Chicago Public
Schools. The Environmental Sciences
classes at Senn have worked for months
developing a gardening plan and appli-
cation for funding. Their hard work was
rewarded with a grant of approximately
$4,000! Students worked to design the
garden, select appropriate plants and re-
lated materias, and are now, literaly,
“out in front” with shovels and wheel-
barrows, making their plans areality.

The students designed a magnificent
new garden space, and now, in conjunc-
tion with Green Corps Chicago, are in-
stalling their new plants and other
planting materials. The new garden
space has a 24-foot radius and will in-
clude raised planting beds with fresh
vegetables. Therest of the space will be
planted with annuals, perennials,
grasses, and roses! (Yes...roses!) The
design also features an “X” pathway
through the new garden to encourage
pedestrian access through the flowers.
You'll aso be seeing the installation of
brand-new benches adjacent to the new
garden.

Thiswill be a wonderful addition to the
new landscaping that the school has

Edde Jones of the Dept. of the Interior and her staff direct Green Corps
Chicago volunteers in planting a new garden on Senn HSgrounds.

three years. Please be sure to take a
stroll by and see how thisis shaping up.
What a wonderful beautification effort
from our neighbors and community
partners at Senn High School! Encour-
age your neighbors to come and see this
wonderful project for themselves.

Senn HS Green Corps volunteers
do the “dirty” work. Green Corps

was founded to train the next gen-
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MECA board meeting notes

by Elaine Winans

MECA board meeting
Tuesday, May 20, 2003

Attendance:

8 board members, 2 management repre-
sentatives and 16 residents

Not present:

Jon Heller, Richard Strauss

OPEN FORUM 1

Resident comments and questions:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

Why are they working on the west
side? | thought we were done. This
istheinspection required by the
city ordnance; it should take about
45 days.

Can something be done about the
cable TV? Mine has been discon-
nected twice. It’ s still not turned
on. Thetime has come for the as-
sociation board to take a grong
stand. We will put it on the agenda
for tonight.

My assessments are being reported
asin arrears. The check came back
marked deposited to the association
account along time ago. We need
to see front and back copies of all
checks for the month in question.
How is the automatic laundry door
coming? It isbeing built now.
Arethe decks officially open, both
north and south? They have been
open this month unofficially and
will open officially May 23. There
is no construction affecting the
decks. It will befixed up more,
planters and benches will be
moved, planters planted, cleaning
done and windbreak panes will be
replaced.

When will roof work start. Work
will start in June.

| have water damage for aleak in
the apartment above me. | cannot
locate the owner. Call manage-
ment for assistance.

Have we considered non-union
help to save money? It is our stand
that to get good help, we would
have to pay union scale anyway.
We have a good crew and would
liketo keepit.

TREASURER’'S REPORT
Financial statement
Balance on hand, cash andre-
serves — $2,294,832.79.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1) Social, Sandy Chaet
(See page 5)

2) Commercial Property,
Vito Senese
The board will go on atour tonight
of thenew additionsin the mall, in-
cluding the new security-camera/
computer system. All new mall
lockers have been rented, and they
will be ready for use by Jun.16.
The investment will be paid for by
rentals after three years.

RCN TV cable billing problems
RCN is billing residents for items
that are covered by the building
contract, items that the
association has already paid.

A form will go to all residents
requesting the documentation of
RCN billing errors.

3) Architecture & Aesthetics,
Larry Creter
The 4" floor deck planting and the
renovation of the garage lobby will
start thefirst week in June.

4) ASCO, Sandy Chaet
(See community report, page 3)

5) Sports & Entertainment,
Neil Warner
We need more residentsto sign up
for water aerobics. Will probably
be early mornings.

MANAGEMENT REPORT

Items requiring board action

1) Building survey
We will go ahead with repairsto
the handball court. The pool-room
billiard table will be repaired. The
ping-pong table will be inspected
for needed repairs. Brighter and in-
direct lighting was suggested for
the Teen Room.

2) New security equipment
Larry Creter and Vito Senesere-
ported that they have reviewed a

Please keep in mind that the meeting
notes are not the official record of the
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The
official minutes are generally approved at
the following meeting and may be viewed
or copied in the management office.

camera security system for the
atrium, garage entrance and dog
run. Video would be recorded 24/7
to ahard drive. In the event of a
problem, the video can be ac-
cessed. One monitor with split
screen will be used.

3) 2003 landscaping requirements
The atrium needs to be refurbished
with new soil and plants. The trees
did not survive the dry winter.
$5,000 is available for landscaping
the atrium, outside grounds and
plantersin the pool area. Trees will
be planted on the 4" floor deck for
about $8,000.

4) 2003 budget: Special projects
Contact a board member with de-
tails of any projects that you would
likeincluded in the 2004 budget.

[tems not requiring board action

1) Exterior & balcony project status
The replacement of windscreen
panes and some repairs to the 4"
floor deck during construction re-
main to be done.

2) Unit sales

27B  $276,500

3) Balcony floor painting project
Began May 12, booked through
June. Favorable reports on the bal-
cony coating color.

4) Garage gructure
Vito Senese and Golf will walk the
site looking for repairs to be done.

NEW BUSINESS

1) RCN TV cablehilling problems
RCN is hilling residents for items
that are covered by the building
contract, items that the association
has aready paid. A form will go to
all residents requesting documenta-
tion of RCN hilling errors. Man-
agement will keep alog. The board
will discuss further what appropri-
ate action to take, including a com-
plaint to Chairman M. Joyce Galla-
gher of the Chicago Cable Com-
mission.

The meeting ended at 9:50pm and went
into closed session.
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Spring is here and we are waiting for
summer to arrive. The building staff has
been very busy sprucing up the exterior
and interior of the building. Your staff
has done a great job so far and it will
continue to complete these projects.

The poal is open! The pool will be open
every day from 6am to 10pm, with
adults only permitted 6-9am. All resi-
dents and their guests using the pool
shall obey the poal rules and comply
with the requests of the lifeguards on
duty. The board of directors encourages
everyone using the pool to have a safe
and fun summer.

The bike rack has been placed in the
atrium. Bikes on the rack should not be
left overnight; the bike rack should only
be used for short-teem parking. All
bikes shal be put in the bike room
when not in use.

All residents are reminded to comply
with building policies and refrain from
parking their vehicles in the atrium.
Any vehicle left unattended in the
atrium can be towed off the property at
the owner’'s expense. Also, residents
shall contact the management office
and provide written permission for their

iDialogue

What’s happening
around the building

by Vito Senese, MECA Association Manager

vendors to work in their unit when they
are not a home. Residents shdl aso
sign in their guests with the garage be-
fore they arrive so that they will be al-
lowed to park in the garage.

Residents who have items on the 4™
floor deck as aresult of the exterior bal-
cony project are required to contact the
management office to make arrange-
ment to have these items removed from
the deck. Please contact the manage-
ment office as soon as possible. Any
item not claimed by June 15, 2003
will be disposed of.

The balcony floor-coating project is un-
der way in the L, Jand G tiers. Anyone
in these tiers who would like their bal-
cony floor coated needs to contact the
management office to schedule an ap-
pointment for the work to be done. The
next phase of the project will include
the A, C and E tiers and is scheduled to

begin in Jduly.

The Sheridan Road sewer repair project
is currently in phase two, stage two, and
it is scheduled to last another month.
The project is expected to be finished
by the beginning of July, weather per-

mitting. During this phase, the
southbound lane on Sheridan Road will
be open to traffic.

RCN still has NOT corrected the billing
errors on their monthly statements. Fur-
thermore, they have sent out interrup-
tion of service notices to residents for
delinquent accounts, which were caused
by these billing errors. They have been
telling residents that our contract has
expired, which is NOT correct! Our
contract runs until the end of Sep. 2004.
Therefore, if you have any questions re-
garding the gatus of your RCN ac-
count, you may contact Ms. Morgan at
312-955-4302 or Ms. Emory at 312-
955-4304.

The new storage locker facility is fin-
ished and will open June 16. All resi-
dents with arental contract need to con-
tact the management office to schedule
an appointment to obtain their locker
room key and to take a tour of the facil-
ity. The board of directors is very ex-
cited about the project and wants to ex-
tent its thanks to all of those who have
been patiently waiting for the new stor-
age locker facility to open.

If you or your lender needs a certificate
of insurance, please contact Pamer &
Cay at 1-800-755-8945 x3985 and ask
for Lillian. PAlmer & Cay can forward a
certificate directly to your lender. You
may also obtain a certificate via the
Internet by contacting the management
office.

ASCO and community
news

by Sandy Chaet

There is good and bad news to report.
Firg the good news. The Sheridan Road
sewer project is ahead of schedule. The
project is now around the curve by
Loyola. The water main work by Gran-
ville is almost complete, so it will be
open to left turns shortly. The Dept. of
Water Management has decided to do
some repair work on our water system
while it can do it without interrupting
the community. These repairs are being
done at the curve where North Sheridan
becomes West Sheridan and mostly on
the parkway. They are expected to take
between 5 and 10 working days. There-
lining equipment has already moved

past this part of the street. If you would
like to see pictures of the project, they
are sometimes shown on channd 23.
Now the bad news. Broadway is going
to be resurfaced starting some time
around June 15. The work will go from
Foster to Hollywood and then continue
to Devon after the sewer project is com-
pleted. The street will be resurfaced and
get new curbs. Sometimes the street
will be reduced to one lane southbound
and one northbound. Completion date
for thisproject is by fall.

The Sheridan Road Bicycle Ordinance
expired in February, but the regular or-
dinance will be in effect until anew one
is introduced in the City Council. There
will be fines given but no booting. The
bike police should start around June 1.

ASCO will be planting the flowerpots

around May 29, weather permitting.

Have you noticed by the intersection of
Western and Peterson some black poles
with blinking lights? There is one on
each corner. These are digital video
cameras that photograph vehicles going
through the intersection after the light
turns red. They take pictures capturing
the vehicle's license plate, speed of the
car, the exact time of day and the time
elapsed since the light had turned red.
Supposedly the film is reviewed and if
you have run the light, you will be
mailed a ticket. This is an experimental
project from the police, and only two
intersections are programmed for this
so far. It seems asif it is being success-
ful and there are possibilities the pro-
gram will be expanded to other inter-
sections.
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Community
Calendar

by Rose Wandel

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

BERGER PARK

CULTURAL CENTER
First Bytes
Computer Club
For boys & girls 7-11 years old
By registration only
Saturdays, 10am to noon FREE
Adult computer classes
Beginners and advanced
Thursday nights, call for info
773-761-5792
Park District programs
6205 N. Sheridan Rd.
312-742-7871

BROADWAY ARMORY
Early childhood recreation
classes
5917 N. Broadway
312-742-7502

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
History of Edgewater dlide
program
7pm Jun. 12 a the museum
5358 N. Ashland Ave.
773-907-1872

EDGEWATER

COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Spring fundraiser
At the Speakeasy
Glenwood & Devon
Jun. 18
For tickets contact ECC at
773-334-5609

EDGEWATER PUBLIC LIBRARY
Developmental screenings
For children age 5 or under-FREE
call 773-553-1900
Chess club
6:30-8:30pm Mondays
Creative writers group
7-8:30pm Thursdays
CAPS 24" Dist. Best #2433
Come meet our beat police.
Wednesday, Jun. 4, 7pm
(1% Wed. of every month)
Internet basics
Learn mouse skills, www, e-mail
1% Sat. of month

Dialogue

1210 W. Elmdde
312-744-0718
NORTH PARK
VILLAGE
NATURE CENTER
Eco Explorers
Summer Camp
Jun. 30-Jul. 4
Ages 5-6, 9-11am, $25
Ages 7-8, 1-4pm, $40
5801 N. Pulaski
312-744-5472
SACRED HEART SCHOOL
Summer camp
Jun. 23-Aug. 1, ages 5-15
Oneweek or all six weeks
6250 N. Sheridan Rd.
773-262-4446
SWEDISH AMERICAN
MUSEUM CENTER
Whimsical Weavings
Textile art depicting children’s
drawings.
Thru Jun. 14, $4 adults,
$3 children/seniors/students
5211 N. Clark S.
773-728-8111
THEATER/SHOWINGS
BLACK ENSEMBLE THEATER
“The WVON Story”
Celebrating the 40" Anniv. of
WVON radio
Thru June 15, $32.50
8pm Fri., 7:30pm Sat./Sun.
4520 N. Beacon
773-769-4451
BOXER REBELLION THEATRE
“True Crimes’
Set in Appalachian Mountains
during the Depression
Thru Jun. 7, $15, $10 seniors
8pm Thu.—Sat.
1257 W. Loyola
773-465-7325
CITY LIT THEATRE COMPANY
“An Ecstasy of Dragonflies’
Page Hearn’ s surreal gay fable
about the joys and fears faced by
anyone on the verge of
commitment. Premiere
performance at an evening with
members of the Edgewater and
Gay/L esbian Chambers of
Commerce.
8pm Jun. 19, $25, reservations reg.
Thru June 22, $18-$24
8pm Thu.—Sat., 3pm Sun.
1020 W. Bryn Mawr

773-293-3682
LIFELINE THEATRE
“Rumpelstiltskin Revisited”
Ages5and up
Thru Jun. 22, $8
1&3pm Sat., 1pm Sun.
6912 N. Glenwood
773-761-4477
PEGASUSPLAYER THEATRE
“One-Eyed Man IsKing”
Blind thief breaks into house.
Thru Jun. 22, $18-$22
8pm Thu.-Sat., 3pm Sun.
1145 W. Wilson
773-878-9761
RAVEN THEATRE
“g
An adaptation of “ Sx Characters
in Search of an Author”
Thru Jun. 15, $20
8:30pm Thu./Fri./Sat., 3:30pm Sun.
2549 W. Fargo
773-338-2177
COMMUNITY EVENTY
MEETINGS
AMAJEN ART CENTER opening
Classes for al agesin painting,
sculpture, drawing by Amy
Gavlinski and Jan Thill
5439 N. Broadway
773-412-6167
ANDERSONVILLE MIDSOMMAR
FEST
Jun. 14-15, Sat./Sun.
BIKE THE DRIVE
6-10am Sunday, Jun. 8
Ardmore/Osterman Beach
FARMER'SMARKET
Saturdays
Jun. 21 through Oct. 18
Broadway Armory
MECA EVENTS/IMEETINGS
Dialogue Committee meeting
Tuesday, Jun 17
7:30pm — Community Room
Thursday Afternoon
Discussion Group
Thursday, Jun. 19
(every 3 Thurs. of month)
2:00pm — Community Room
MECA board meeting
Tuesday, Jun. 24
7:30pm — Windjammer Room
Floor Representatives meeting
Wednesday, Jun. 25
7:30pm — Community Room

Leave event and meeting notices at the
desk for the Dialogue.
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Picture at left:

Top: Left to right, Berger Park Advisory
Council President Lillian La Palio
ASCO President Sheli Lulkin, Berger
Park Supervisor Sue Nicotera.

Seated center: 48th Ward Ald. Joe
Moore

Farewell
| apologize if 1 didn't get a chance to
give you a proper farewell. On Septem-
ber 3, 2002 | was let go from my posi-
tion with NextiraOne on the CNA In-
surance account. Our company had lost
the contract to Avaya and my company
had no other positions available. Being
a former lowan living in Chicago for
twenty-one years, | looked back to lowa
for job opportunities. As luck would
have it | secured a position in Harlan,
lowa and was expected to report to
work within 10 days. Needless to say, |
didn't have the opportunity to say good-
bye to all of my wonderful neighbors
and fellow citizens at Malibu East. For
that | truly regret. |1 loved living at
Malibu Eagt and truly miss all of my
neighbors. If you're not sure who is
writing this, you will probably remem-
ber my little princess Shih Tzu named
Foridal She by the way is very happy
here and has a new brother (a Y orkshire
terrier named Badger) | have a three-
bedroom house and a wonderful yard
that they both enjoy. | truly miss all my
friends and neighbors from Malibu East
and thank you all for your kindness and
friendship shared with me during my
tenure in the Malibu East Community.
Once a citizen of Malibu East, aways a
citizen of Malibu East. It is a unique
community.

Sincerdly,

Randy C. Gray, formerly 17E

Hawaiian party
by Sandy Chaet

The Social Committee is planning a
Hawaiian party 4:30pm Sunday, July
27. The Royale Polynesian Revue will
provide the entertainment. We are hop-
ing if the weather is good, to have this
part of the party on the 4™ floor deck.
The rest of the party, or if it is inclem-
ent weather, will take place in the
Windjammer Room. We are planning
all kinds of appetizers plus other re-
freshments. The charge will be $10 per
adult and $5 per child 12 years or
younger. The flier will be out in June
with other details. Please respond by
the RSV P date that will be given so we
will know how to plan our order for the
refreshments and decorations.

Bike the Drive

Lake Shore Drive will be closed 5-
10am Sunday, June 15 to vehicle traffic
from Hollywood to 57" St., for the an-
nual Bike the Drive event. This event
allows up to 18,000 Chicagoans to reg-
ister and ride Lake Shore Drive free of
car traffic on this day. The overpass at
Bryn Mawr is an excellent local obser-
vation post. This area will also host re-
freshment, relief and repair services for
the bicyclists. Several Malibu East resi-
dents will again be among the bike par-
ticipants:

Source: Cathy Haiback, Director of Events

Berger Park
playlot update

by Jack Winans

The future of the Berger Park playlot is
finally looking promising after the May
12 meeting of the Berger Park Advisory
Council. Seeking support from the com-
munity, Council President Lillian La
Palio had invited Edgewater’s “shakers
and movers.”

Berger Park lies just over the 48" Ward
line and is the southernmost park in
Ald. Joe Moore's 49" Ward. Present at
the meeting were Ald. Moore, Shdi
Lulkin representing ASCO and the
Edgewater Chamber of Commerce,
Berger Park Supervisor Sue Nicotera
and members of her gaff, a few repre-
sentatives from Sheridan Road condos
and members of the council. Unfortu-
nately not all those invited were repre-
sented, notably the Edgewater Commu-
nity Council, which has a stake in the
park, as their efforts in the past spear-
headed the formation of Berger Park.

In contrast with past meetings of the
council, the proceedings were positive
and upbeat, as it appears that significant
funding will finally result in a new
playlot replacing the aging and possibly
dangerous equipment. President La
Palio reported that donations to date
exceed $1,000 and several fund-raising
events are planned for this summer and
fal. Ms. Lulkin, who shared the meet-
ing chairman duties with Ms. LaPdlio,
suggested many positive steps, includ-
ing methods of getting community in-
volvement and fund-raising activities.

The highlight of the evening was a sur-
prise pledge by Ald. Moore of enough
money to fund the first phase of the
project. Ald. Moore aso said that Ber-
ger Park and the neighborhood deserve
the best park and equipment available.
Construction may start as early as
spring 2004.
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Grievance procedure

From complaint to grievance —
alook at MECA'’s
complaint procedures

by Martina Molins
Malibu East director and member of
the Legal Committee

When one lives in a
large condominium in
close proximity to
many neighbors, irri-
tating situations can
and do occur sooner
or later. Most are mi-
nor and people,
though dlightly upset, tend to get over
them without much thought. But now
and then, if the irritation is severe or
repetitive, it upsets a resident enough to
want to take action, either to make it
known that the irritation was offensive
or to get it stopped altogether.

Some people are not aware that they are
annoying or disturbing their neighbors.
For example, they like loud music. It
does not occur to them that the decibels
they enjoy actually do bother those who
live next door, above or below them. A
knock at the door by an annoyed
neighbor would most likely cause them
to turn the volume down. But some
neighbors may fear a confrontation and
may call the doorman or management,
asking them to take care of the noise.
Someone, such as a janitor or security
guard will then check where the noise
comes from and whether it is indeed a
nuisance. If it is, the resident of the of-
fending unit will be contacted and
asked to stop the nuisance. However, if
the noise complaint did come from just
one unit and the noise cannot be inde-
pendently verified, no action will be
taken.

An incident which generates multiple
complaints from several units is more
likely to be seen as a building problem
that needs to be addressed. However,
unit owners who want action or at least
a written response to their complaint(s)
must submit their complaint in writing.
While oral complaints inform manage-
ment of a potentia problem, manage-
ment cannot act on them unless the
situation can be independently verified
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as congtituting arule violation.

Once a written complaint has been re-
celved, management investigates. It
then sends a written response to the
complaining resident, and depending on
its investigation, takes whatever action
it deems necessary.

If the management’s response does not
satisfy the complaining resident, he or
she may ask for a grievance hearing by
submitting a written request for agriev-
ance hearing to the building manage-
ment office.

In essence, the grievance hearing is an
appeal of a building or garage manage-
ment decision with regard to a written
complaint or claim. Once the written
request for a grievance hearing is re-
celved, a hearing is scheduled. Griev-
ance hearings are generally held prior to
a regularly scheduled board meeting
and are atended by officers of the
board of directors and the parties to the
complaint. The officers are provided
with background material to the com-
plaint and each party, if the complaint
concerns another resident, is given a
separate hearing to present his or her
case.

In executive session after the regular
board meeting, the officers report on
the hearing to the board and a decision
is reached by the board, sometimes af-
ter further investigation. The party or
parties are then informed in writing of
the decision.

The decision taken in executive session
and ratified by the board at the next
meeting is final. There are no further
grievance hearings on the same matter.
A party who is not satisfied with the
decision may have to resort to legal ac-
tion.

Floor Representatives

The next Floor Representatives meeting
will be held at 7:30pm June 25 in the
Windjammer Room. Residents are en-
couraged to attend and ask questions
and learn details about building issues.
Residents are also encouraged to join
the committee and become floor repre-
sentatives.

Letter to the editor

May 1, 2003
Dear Editor,

Since when are children second-class
citizens? A very small group of resi-
dents police the passenger elevators
daily, delivering catty lectures and rude
comments to parents transporting their
stroller-bound children. The March
2003 issue of the Malibu East Dialogue
referred to child strollers as
“repugnant” and reminded us that they
are banned from the passenger eeva-
tors. Now, in the May issue, thisridicu-
lous rule has been dredged up yet
again! (May 2003, “Owner’s Responsi-
bility”)

The demographics of our neighborhood
and building are changing to include
more families with children. Our asso-
ciation’s rules should reflect this
change, starting with the unfair and
pregjudicia “no baby buggiesin the pas-
senger elevator” rule.

Wheelchairs, walkers and strollers all
serve the same purpose — they help our
neighbors who have walking difficulties
to get around and participate more fully
in life. While al of these assistive de-
vices take up a little more space, cer-
tainly no one in their right mind would
demand that a person in a wheelchair
take the freight elevator! Why must our
children in strollers be the pariahs of
the building?

Setting aside the issue of children’s
rights, is it wise to demand that babies
and children ride in the freight elevator
alongsde dogs, rusty water heaters,
bikes, toals, dirty laundry and construc-
tion equipment? | believe that by en-
forcing this foolish rule, MECA and its
residents may be subjected to litigation
for having placed our youngest resi-
dents closer to harm’s way. | urge the
Rules Committee to modify this regul a-
tion immediately.

Sincerdly,

Nicolle Heller

Notice

L etters submitted to the editor may
be published subject to editorial and
legal review and may be edited for
Space requirements.
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Editorial Response to
Letter to the Editor

by Jack Winans, Editor
Ms. Heller

Thank you for writing
to the Dialogue with
your concerns about
recent articles ex-
plaining our Malibu
East Regulations and
Rules as they pertain
to the use of our ee-
vators. You are to be
commended for taking this step. Letters
to the Dialogue and the management
office, the open sessions of the board of
directors meetings and the Floor Repre-
sentative Committee mesetings are cer-
tainly the correct forum for issues that
concern our residents and owners. Too
often residents and owners complain
about issues to their neighbors or even
to strangersin the lobby or the elevators
but do not take the time or effort to see
that their concerns and complaints
reach those who can effectively deal
with theissue.

| have no quarrel with you that it is un-
fair that small children in strollers or
babybuggies be relegated to the freight
elevator. Unfortunately, as they stand,
the rules and regulations were written at
a time when there were substantialy
more young families with small chil-
dren living in Malibu East and the num-
ber of babybuggies overwhelmed the
capacity of our passenger elevators.
Also, at that time, the newer, smaller
strollers were not common, and baby
buggies were quite large. Perhaps you
are right that it is time to review this
section of our rules and regulations, es-
pecially now, as both the Legal Com-
mittee and the Rules and Regulations
Committee are working in conjunction
to review, modernize and adjust our
rules and regulations to apply more ac-
curately to the needs and requirements
of our owners.

It isaso, unfortunately, afact that more
transgressions of the use of our eleva
tors have been perhaps triggered by
long periods of inaccessibility of the
freight elevator due to the bacony/
exterior construction work and major
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repairs to the freight elevator. During
these periods, residents have become
accustomed to using the passenger ele-
vators for inappropriate uses.

Keeping al of this in mind, it is till
important to understand that a rule that
is “selectively” enforced becomes a
non-rule and unenforceable. The alter-
native, as you so note, is to change the
rule.

Please note also that the boxed notice
on page 2 of the March issue of the
Dialogue (see below), the use of the
elevators by parents with children did
not refer to “strollers,” but to
“babybuggies, and the word
“repugnant” did not refer to al in-
stances, but only to “some cases.” Per-
haps we should have been more defini-
tive when saying “some cases’” and fur-
ther noting that it would be “repugnant”
to be brushed by someone's dirty per-
sonal underwear, or have a wet dog
jump on you, or be crushed by an ex-
cessive amount of luggage or large
packages.

In any casg, it was not our intent to per-
sonally offend anyone, just to bring at-
tention to the fact that the freight/
passenger elevator rule is currently be-
ing regularly ignored by a substantial
segment of our residential population.

Note:

The below notice appeared on page 2 of
the March issue of the Malibu East Dia-

logue.
NOTICE

The freight elevator was down for
about four weeks, but it has been
operational since Feb 7. Unfortu-
nately many of our residents, weeks
later, have taken the long downtime
as an excuse to continue to use the
passenger elevators as their per-
sonal freight elevators. Evidently, it
is still “broken” for the convenience
of “some” people.

Please DO NOT use the passenger
elevators for laundry, dirty dry
cleaning, carts, baby buggies, ani-
mals, large packages or large lug-
gage. This not only is inconvenient
for our residents, but in some cases
it is repugnant.

Dreams can
become real

by Sheli Lulkin
Executive Director
Edgewater Chamber
of Commerce

Some people dream, other people do.
Kate Thomas (President, Senn Park Ad-
visory Council)
has done both
and we are so0
proud of both
he and the
park. Saturday,
April 26th was
Earth Day and
what a wonder-
ful time to re-
open a park that
reflects so much teamwork. People do-
nated of themselves, their time and their
funds to give Edgewater a two-tier
playground where children of different
ages can play. We cannot thank Kate
and the members of the Advisory Coun-
cil enough. Every time | went to a Park
District budget meeting, there was Kate
ahead of me in line. She's a splendid
advocate for the community and a hard
act to follow. A special thanks to Illi-
nois Sen. Carol Ronen and Ald. Mary
Ann Smith for helping Kate and our
community get state and city funds for
the project. We couldn't have done it
alone.

Edgewater award

Ald. Smith winner of
2003 Pride of
Edgewater Award

The Edgewater Cham-
ber of Commerce pre-
sented Ald. Mary Ann
Smith with the 2003
Pride of Edgewater Award at its annual
meeting and luncheon May 20 held at
the Breakers at Edgewater Beach.

Ald. Smith was honored for her leader-
ship in economic development as
shown throughout the ward but espe-
cidly in the ongoing revitalization of
Bryn Mawr and for her neighborhood
stewardship.

Source: Edgewater Chamber of Commerce
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ABCDE random acts
of kindness

by Norm Cratty

Lest we forget, sur-

prisingly, there are

still random acts of

kindness that peo-

ple perform for A

their fellow human

beings. Let’s use our doorman’s station
as a starting point.

Isn't it nice to come “home” and be
greeted by our doorman, have the door
opened for us or announce our guest?
True, that is, in part, their job responsi-
bility. However, some months back, |
had guests for the weekend, and one of
them needed the assistance of a whesl-
chair as we were going by public trans-
portation to the Conservatory and walk
through Lincoln Park Zoo. Unfortu-
nately, he left an important device to
the wheelchair back home.

Seeing our dilemma in the lobby, the
doorman was very accommodating and
assisted us in transferring from one
wheelchair to another. No one
prompted him to do so. He went the
extra mile and provided unheeded, ex-
emplary service, well above and beyond
the expected. And he provided this
compassionately and with care. We
thanked him profusdly.

I’m looking for stories of kindness. God
knows there must be tons of good
deeds. Look at the hospice and health
care professionals. What a dedicated
individual it takes to provide those
kinds of services to those in need. Look
at al the volunteer work that is done.
So what can we do, striving to be model
citizens, for our neighbors? Let's start
with holding the elevator door open
when we see other residents coming.
What about carrying a package for an
elderly person the next time you're in
the Receiving Room picking up one of
your own? Let’s establish a standard for
good behavior and manners. So please,
submit any “Acts of Kindness’ shown
to you for publication in our newsletter.
To protect privacy, we won't include
names, phone numbers or unit numbers.

With regard to the sidewalks column,
I've heard from more readers about
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their disdain for strollers pushed down
the middle of the sidewalk with little
regard to pedestrians. The solution is
simple: people with strollers, just as in
pedestrian foot traffic, stay to the right
and let people pass on your left. If
you're walking and come onto an ob-
struction in your path that you need to
move around (because the sidewalk is
not wide enough to accommodate both
people going in opposite directions), be
it another human being, puddles of wa-
ter or some construction work on the
sidewalk, be polite (and patient!) and
let oncoming pedestrians pass through
before you attempt to go around the ob-
struction. My rule of thumb is if it's
blocking your direct path, just like driv-
ing on the road, you can’'t pass it until
the on-coming path is clear. And if the
object isin your path, it's your respon-
sihility to do this safdy, with respect
and regard for the (presumably) foot
traffic coming toward you.

Has anyone almost been run over by
someone driving one of those personal
carts? You know, the devices that dis-
abled or handicapped individuals use to
get around? Tell me about it! The three
instances I've experienced (one on
Sheridan Road, one on Wacker Drive,
and one in Dominick’s), the individua
operating it had no regard for persona
boundaries. | often think they believe
they are immune from any civility rules
and deserve specia treatment. Just like
the baby buggies, they think they are
entitled to drive right down the middle
of the sidewalk or grocery aide.
WRONG!

A lot of this is not even etiquette, but
simple, basic common sense and man-
ners.

| was coming home from an early
morning walk, of course on the far
right-hand sde and passing Malibu's
entrance. This young guy with a dog
came running by, attempting to pass me
on theright. Well, if I’ m to the far right
side aong the wall, it's obvious you
need to pass me on my left. Heck, the
dog showed more common sense trying
to pass me on my left than this young
kid showed trying to pass me on the
right (all the while the leash and chain
hitting me in the back of my legs,
which amost made me fall). What is
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typical of these instances is that they
happen very fast. Use common sensel

Look at how your actions affect others.
Be aware and adert of your surroundings
and those that share the space with you.
You're not the only one using the com-
mon el ement known as sdewalks.

Regarding elevator comments, a num-
ber of people said they get irritated
when they've been standing in the
lobby or lower level waiting for an ele-
vator and someone comes in after them
and cuts in front of them when the ele-
vator arrives. Those people tend to be
pushy, aggressive people, and unfortu-
nately, are inconsiderate and disrespect-
ful. You can't expect to change them,
but you do have a right to express to
them how inconsiderate it was of them
to cut in front of you since you were
there first. 1 encourage you to line up
along the wall while waiting for eleva-
tors. That space can certainly get con-
gested, but lining up on the side frees
up the middle space for people to exit
the elevator. Or how about when some-
one gets in an eevator going down
from the lobby when they really wanted
to go up, but got in anyway only 1) to
get a place to stand or 2) thought it
wouldn’t go down and the doors would
simply open up again before going up?
Who is the fool? Are they? Or are they
smart? What isyour elevator pet peeve?

I'll tell you another one of mine and
how | handled it. | came home late after
attending a community meeting and
entered through the lower level. There
was a person waiting at the freight de-
vator. No cart. No dog. Nothing. | po-
litely asked, “Why are you waiting here
when you can take the passenger dleva-
tor? You don’t have anything that war-
rants you using the freight eevator.”
Their response: “Oh, it's coming. It's
right here” It was on the 8" floor. Fact
is, this person lived closer to the freight
than the passenger elevator and was
lazy and didn’t want to walk the extra
steps. Do you know how inconsiderate
that iswhen there may be otherstruly in
need of the freight and you're clogging
up the usage with a needless trip on the
freight elevator? For instance, imagine
you were coming from the laundry
room with a cart full of clean clothes
(be sure to let others waiting know that



