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Green Corps Chicago 
by President Kate Thomas 
Senn Park Advisory Council 
It seems that spring has sprung all over 
the Senn community and campus! 

Take a moment and visit the front of 
Senn High School sometime soon. 
You’ll notice a wonderful new planting 
bed and greening project taking place in 
the northwest section of the lawn! 

Senn High School was one of a handful 
of schools in Chicago to submit a suc-
cessful application to participate in this 
marvelous environmental initiative, 
which was funded by BP-Amoco in 
conjunction with the Chicago Public 
Schools. The Environmental Sciences 
classes at Senn have worked for months 
developing a gardening plan and appli-
cation for funding. Their hard work was 
rewarded with a grant of approximately 
$4,000! Students worked to design the 
garden, select appropriate plants and re-
lated materials, and are now, literally, 
“out in front” with shovels and wheel-
barrows, making their plans a reality. 

The students designed a magnificent 
new garden space, and now, in conjunc-
tion with Green Corps Chicago, are in-
stalling their new plants and other 
planting materials. The new garden 
space has a 24-foot radius and will in-
clude raised planting beds with fresh 
vegetables. The rest of the space will be 
planted with annuals, perennials, 
grasses, and roses! (Yes…roses!) The 
design also features an “X” pathway 
through the new garden to encourage 
pedestrian access through the flowers. 
You’ll also be seeing the installation of 
brand-new benches adjacent to the new 
garden. 

This will be a wonderful addition to the 
new landscaping that the school has 
been installing over the past two to 

three years. Please be sure to take a 
stroll by and see how this is shaping up. 
What a wonderful beautification effort 
from our neighbors and community 
partners at Senn High School! Encour-
age your neighbors to come and see this 
wonderful project for themselves. 

 

Article                         page 
Board meeting                 2 
Management report         3 
Community news             3 
Community Calendar      4 
Bike the Drive                   5 
Hawaiian party                 5 
Berger playlot financing 5 
Grievance procedure       6 
Letter to the editor           6 
Response from editor     7 
Dreams become real       7 
Edgewater award             7 
ABCDE                              8 
EHS walking tours           9 
Harrah’s casino trip         9 
La Tache review             10 
Balcony Man/Etta Kitt    11 
Advertising                12-15 
Dialogue  policy/staff    16 

Edde Jones of the Dept. of the Interior and her staff direct Green Corps 
Chicago volunteers in planting a new garden on Senn HS grounds. 

Senn HS Green Corps volunteers 
do the “dirty” work. Green Corps 
was founded to train the next gen-
eration of environmentalists. 

Senn student environmentalists color 
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MECA board meeting 
Tuesday, May 20, 2003 
Attendance: 
8 board members, 2 management repre-
sentatives and 16 residents 
Not present: 
Jon Heller, Richard Strauss 
OPEN FORUM 1 
Resident comments and questions: 
1)    Why are they working on the west 

side? I thought we were done. This 
is the inspection required by the 
city ordnance; it should take about 
45 days. 

2)    Can something be done about the 
cable TV? Mine has been discon-
nected twice. It’s still not turned 
on. The time has come for the as-
sociation board to take a strong 
stand. We will put it on the agenda 
for tonight. 

3)    My assessments are being reported 
as in arrears. The check came back 
marked deposited to the association 
account a long time ago. We need 
to see front and back copies of all 
checks for the month in question. 

4)    How is the automatic laundry door 
coming? It is being built now. 

5)    Are the decks officially open, both 
north and south? They have been 
open this month unofficially and 
will open officially May 23. There 
is no construction affecting the 
decks. It will be fixed up more, 
planters and benches will be 
moved, planters planted, cleaning 
done and windbreak panes will be 
replaced. 

6)    When will roof work start. Work 
will start in June. 

7)    I have water damage for a leak in 
the apartment above me. I cannot 
locate the owner. Call manage-
ment for assistance. 

8)    Have we considered non-union 
help to save money? It is our stand 
that to get good help, we would 
have to pay union scale anyway. 
We have a good crew and would 
like to keep it. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Financial statement 
Balance on hand, cash and re-
serves — $2,294,832.79. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1)    Social, Sandy Chaet 

(See page 5) 
2)    Commercial Property, 

Vito Senese 
The board will go on a tour tonight 
of the new additions in the mall, in-
cluding the new security-camera/
computer system. All new mall 
lockers have been rented, and they 
will be ready for use by Jun.16. 
The investment will be paid for by 
rentals after three years. 

3)    Architecture & Aesthetics, 
Larry Creter 
The 4th floor deck planting and the 
renovation of the garage lobby will 
start the first week in June. 

4)    ASCO, Sandy Chaet 
(See community report, page 3) 

5)    Sports & Entertainment, 
Neil Warner 
We need more residents to sign up 
for water aerobics. Will probably 
be early mornings. 

MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Items requiring board action 
1)    Building survey 

We will go ahead with repairs to 
the handball court. The pool-room 
billiard table will be repaired. The 
ping-pong table will be inspected 
for needed repairs. Brighter and in-
direct lighting was suggested for 
the Teen Room. 

2)    New security equipment 
Larry Creter and Vito Senese re-
ported that they have reviewed a 

camera security system for the 
atrium, garage entrance and dog 
run. Video would be recorded 24/7 
to a hard drive. In the event of a 
problem, the video can be ac-
cessed. One monitor with split 
screen will be used. 

3)    2003 landscaping requirements 
The atrium needs to be refurbished 
with new soil and plants. The trees 
did not survive the dry winter. 
$5,000 is available for landscaping 
the atrium, outside grounds and 
planters in the pool area. Trees will 
be planted on the 4th floor deck for 
about $8,000. 

4) 2003 budget: Special projects 
Contact a board member with de-
tails of any projects that you would 
like included in the 2004 budget. 

Items not requiring board action 
1) Exterior & balcony project status 

The replacement of windscreen 
panes and some repairs to the 4th 
floor deck during construction re-
main to be done. 

2) Unit sales 
    27B       $276,500 

3)    Balcony floor painting project 
Began May 12, booked through 
June. Favorable reports on the bal-
cony coating color. 

4)    Garage structure 
Vito Senese and Golf will walk the 
site looking for repairs to be done. 

NEW BUSINESS 
1)    RCN TV cable billing problems 

RCN is billing residents for items 
that are covered by the building 
contract, items that the association 
has already paid. A form will go to 
all residents requesting documenta-
tion of RCN billing errors. Man-
agement will keep a log. The board 
will discuss further what appropri-
ate action to take, including a com-
plaint to Chairman M. Joyce Galla-
gher of the Chicago Cable Com-
mission. 
 

The meeting ended at 9:50pm and went 
into closed session. 

Please keep in mind that the meeting 
notes are not the official record of the 
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The 
official minutes are generally approved at 
the following meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

RCN TV cable billing problems 
RCN is billing residents for items 
that are covered by the building 
contract, items that the 
association has already paid. 
A form will go to all residents 
requesting the documentation of 
RCN billing errors.  

 MECA board meeting notes 

by Elaine Winans 
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mitting. During this phase, the 
southbound lane on Sheridan Road will 
be open to traffic. 

RCN still has NOT corrected the billing 
errors on their monthly statements. Fur-
thermore, they have sent out interrup-
tion of service notices to residents for 
delinquent accounts, which were caused 
by these billing errors. They have been 
telling residents that our contract has 
expired, which is NOT correct! Our 
contract runs until the end of Sep. 2004. 
Therefore, if you have any questions re-
garding the status of your RCN ac-
count, you may contact Ms. Morgan at 
312-955-4302 or Ms. Emory at 312-
955-4304. 

The new storage locker facility is fin-
ished and will open June 16. All resi-
dents with a rental contract need to con-
tact the management office to schedule 
an appointment to obtain their locker 
room key and to take a tour of the facil-
ity. The board of directors is very ex-
cited about the project and wants to ex-
tent its thanks to all of those who have 
been patiently waiting for the new stor-
age locker facility to open. 

If you or your lender needs a certificate 
of insurance, please contact Palmer & 
Cay at 1-800-755-8945 x3985 and ask 
for Lillian. Palmer & Cay can forward a 
certificate directly to your lender. You 
may also obtain a certificate via the 
Internet by contacting the management 
office. 

Spring is here and we are waiting for 
summer to arrive. The building staff has 
been very busy sprucing up the exterior 
and interior of the building. Your staff 
has done a great job so far and it will 
continue to complete these projects. 

The pool is open! The pool will be open 
every day from 6am to 10pm, with 
adults only permitted 6-9am. All resi-
dents and their guests using the pool 
shall obey the pool rules and comply 
with the requests of the lifeguards on 
duty. The board of directors encourages 
everyone using the pool to have a safe 
and fun summer. 

The bike rack has been placed in the 
atrium. Bikes on the rack should not be 
left overnight; the bike rack should only 
be used for short-term parking. All 
bikes shall be put in the bike room 
when not in use. 

All residents are reminded to comply 
with building policies and refrain from 
parking their vehicles in the atrium. 
Any vehicle left unattended in the 
atrium can be towed off the property at 
the owner’s expense. Also, residents 
shall contact the management office 
and provide written permission for their 

vendors to work in their unit when they 
are not at home. Residents shall also 
sign in their guests with the garage be-
fore they arrive so that they will be al-
lowed to park in the garage. 

Residents who have items on the 4th 
floor deck as a result of the exterior bal-
cony project are required to contact the 
management office to make arrange-
ment to have these items removed from 
the deck. Please contact the manage-
ment office as soon as possible. Any 
item not claimed by June 15, 2003 
will be disposed of. 

The balcony floor-coating project is un-
der way in the L, J and G tiers. Anyone 
in these tiers who would like their bal-
cony floor coated needs to contact the 
management office to schedule an ap-
pointment for the work to be done. The 
next phase of the project will include 
the A, C and E tiers and is scheduled to 
begin in July. 

The Sheridan Road sewer repair project 
is currently in phase two, stage two, and 
it is scheduled to last another month. 
The project is expected to be finished 
by the beginning of July, weather per-

past this part of the street. If you would 
like to see pictures of the project, they 
are sometimes shown on channel 23. 
Now the bad news. Broadway is going 
to be resurfaced starting some time 
around June 15. The work will go from 
Foster to Hollywood and then continue 
to Devon after the sewer project is com-
pleted. The street will be resurfaced and 
get new curbs. Sometimes the street 
will be reduced to one lane southbound 
and one northbound. Completion date 
for this project is by fall. 

The Sheridan Road Bicycle Ordinance 
expired in February, but the regular or-
dinance will be in effect until a new one 
is introduced in the City Council. There 
will be fines given but no booting. The 
bike police should start around June 1. 

ASCO will be planting the flowerpots 

around May 29, weather permitting. 

Have you noticed by the intersection of 
Western and Peterson some black poles 
with blinking lights? There is one on 
each corner. These are digital video 
cameras that photograph vehicles going 
through the intersection after the light 
turns red. They take pictures capturing 
the vehicle's license plate, speed of the 
car, the exact time of day and the time 
elapsed since the light had turned red. 
Supposedly the film is reviewed and if 
you have run the light, you will be 
mailed a ticket. This is an experimental 
project from the police, and only two 
intersections are programmed for this 
so far. It seems as if it is being success-
ful and there are possibilities the pro-
gram will be expanded to other inter-
sections. 

ASCO and community 
news 
by Sandy Chaet 
There is good and bad news to report. 
First the good news. The Sheridan Road 
sewer project is ahead of schedule. The 
project is now around the curve by 
Loyola. The water main work by Gran-
ville is almost complete, so it will be 
open to left turns shortly. The Dept. of 
Water Management has decided to do 
some repair work on our water system 
while it can do it without interrupting 
the community. These repairs are being 
done at the curve where North Sheridan 
becomes West Sheridan and mostly on 
the parkway. They are expected to take 
between 5 and 10 working days. The re-
lining equipment has already moved 

What’s happening 
around the building 
by Vito Senese, MECA Association Manager 


