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MECA board meeting notes
by Elaine Winans
MECA board meeting
Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2004
Attendance: 10 of 11 board members, 2
management representatives and 16
residents
Not present: Neil Warner
OPEN FORUM 1
Resident comments and questions:
1) Suggestion: Can we look at having
the building wired for wireless
high-speed Internet access? Will
get quotes. It is much cheaper than
individual Internet connections.
2) Plumbing issue in the Laundry
Room with drains backing up.
3) The Laundry Room is being
cleaned during Laundry Room
hours. This should be done after
1am when the room closes. Also
hallway cleaning is being done during inappropriate hours. All the
janitorial timing will be reviewed.
4) Laundry Room hours are not
posted, used to be on the old door.
They will be re-posted.
5) Laundry Room door and west door
to passenger elevator lobby not
working. Supposedly both have
been repaired and checked, but
still these complaints will be
looked into.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Financial statement
Balance on hand, cash and reserves
— $2,514,757.78.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
1) Rules & Regulations/Legal
Marcel Molins
The full board has met three times
finalizing the rules. With a bit of
luck we might finish with the next
one or two meetings.
2) Social
Sandy Chaet
Candidates’ Night is Aug. 26. Flyers announcing the event should be
included in next year’s election
packet.
The Social Committee is sponsor-

ing an open house in the Captain’s
Walk Mall Saturday, Oct. 16 from
2–4pm.
3) Architecture & Aesthetics
Carol Beatty
The lobby plans will be reviewed
Sep. 1; the entire board is invited to
this meeting.
4) ASCO report
Sandy Chaet
The bench honoring former Sen.
Art Berman will be placed in Berger Park sometime in September.
5) Garage
Martina Molins
We have 31 cars less than total capacity, 11 tandem bays are open.
The committee met Aug. 11. The
garage is cleaner, the curbs have
been cleaned.
Standard Garage report
Claims
Approved:
0
Denied:
2
Total:
2
Waiting lists
Single self-park: 43
Tandem self-park: 0
Second car:
0
Monthly parkers
Single:
140
Tandem:
54
Valet:
310
Preferred:
2
Motorcycle:
3
Engineer:
NC
Total:
509
New monthlies:
9
Cancellations:
7
Upgrades
2
6) Public & Community Affairs
Sandy Chaet
The next Zoning & Planning Committee meeting is Sep. 29.
7) Parents
Marcia Fishman
Back-to-school party.
(See “Mark Your Calendar,” pg 5
and Parents Committee report, pg.
8.)
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Please keep in mind that the meeting
notes are not the official record of the
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The
official minutes are generally approved at
the following meeting and may be viewed
or copied in the management office.

8) Sports Entertainment
Marcia Fishman for Neil Warner
(See report, pg. 8.)
9) Communications
Carol Beatty
The September issue of the Dialogue has 5 pages of ads including
four new advertisers with revenue
of $750 for this issue. The Dialogue met its 2004 advertising income budget of $5,800 early on
Aug. 24.
Cable Sub-Committee
Cass Busher
Our present negotiations are down
to two companies, RCN and a satellite provider. Our current RCN
contract expires Sep. 30.
(See Cable TV, pg. 7.)
10) Building Maintenance & Services
Carol Beatty
In responding to the Parents Committee requests, we requested an
Etta Kitt article to cover the issues
of damage and theft in the Children’s Room. (See Etta Kitt, pg.
11.) The room has also been
cleaned but still appears dull partially due to the color scheme. One
or more walls may be repainted.
Parents are asked to comment on
color samples that will be posted in
the room.
MANAGEMENT REPORT
Items requiring immediate board action
Chris Chiodo, Manager
Dean Lerner, Sudler Rep.
1) Sheridan Road pavers proposals
Repairs will be made using our present bricks as available.
Items requiring future action
1) Lobby restoration proposals
Still receiving proposals for the
restoration of wood walls, metal in
the garage lobby, entrances to the
lobby and elevator areas, the travertine walls and floors, etc.
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2) Copier proposals
The Dialogue editor and I have met
with three companies. After receiving bids according to our specifications, we will run test samples
through their machines.
Items not requiring board action
1) North wall repairs status
Although weathering will change
the color of the new bricks somewhat, we feel we did a good job of
matching the brick on the north
wall.
2) Atrium wall repairs (light court)
This project will be finished within
three weeks.
3) Garage construction repairs
Phase 1A is done. The next four
phases will be divided over 2–3
years. The last phase will be the
most expensive. There is some concerns about the garage first floor
drains.
4) Unit sales
8K
$236,000
43F
$200,000
15L
$155,000
5) Façade repairs
Work is continuing on the north
side. The old caulk is being removed. After repainting the repaired areas, the north wall should
regain its former unblemished appearance. A favorable legal settlement with the original contractors
allows us to do the repairs and a
critical inspection of the north wall
at the same time at minimal cost to
us.
6) 6) Balcony & railing projects
We have started the M tier. Our record is missing of those owners
who have requested balcony floor
surface repainting to gain a “one
color” surface rather than the
patched look. This painting service
is available to all owners at their
own expense but must be done by
MECA personnel. Each tier will be
notified of this service and will be
asked to sign up or re-sign up prior
to the scheduling of balcony/railing
painting for their individual tier.
The meeting ended at 10pm and went
into closed session.
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What’s happening
around the building
by Chris Chiodo, MECA Manager
Light Court repairs
(Atrium)
Golf Construction has been working to
repair the walls in the light court for the
past two weeks. This project is expected to be completed by Sep. 13,
weather permitting. Immediately after
the completion of the light court repairs, Kinsella Lanscaping is scheduled
to come in and repair and replace the
landscaping in this area.

take one day to complete. The balcony
railings will be painted in the morning
and the balcony floor will be applied in
the afternoon. The price to have this
work done is $360. After the north tier
units are completed, we will return to
the south tier to begin work on these
units.
Swimming Pool

The pool will be open after Labor Day
as weather permits. Residents swimFaçade repairs
ming after Labor Day will do so at their
As you may have noticed, there is work
own risk because there will not be any
being conducted on scaffolding on the
lifeguards on duty. The pool will close
north side of the building. We have
for the season when the weather dicscheduled
the
tates, and notices
company Design
will be posted. I
SPECIAL NOTICE
Installation Syswould personally
tems to repair all
like to thank the
ELECTION
the bad caulking
l i f e g u a r d s
repairs that were Annual Meeting: 7:30pm
(especially head
done in previous Tue., Sep. 14 in the
lifeguard Lindsay
years. They will Windjammer Room. A regular
Pramer) for their
be working on monthly Board of Directors
hard work and
the building until meeting and the election of
dedication to the
all necessary reresidents of the
pairs are com- officers will follow the Annual
building.
Meeting.
pleted.
Annual Meeting
Balcony
floor
The Annual Owncoating project
ers Meeting is 7pm Tuesday, Sep. 14, in
The balcony floor-coating project has
the fourth floor Windjammer Room.
resumed, weather permitting, for the
Six candidates are competing for the six
north tier units. We will work one tier
positions available on the board of diat a time, notifying each tier when to
rectors. The election material was
sign up for this work. Each unit will
mailed out on Aug. 16. Contact the of-

Bike Room clearance
By Jack Winans
All bicycles in the Bike Room must be
registered; even it has been registered
in the past. Go to the management office for free registration and pick up a
sticker for your bike.
It has been a few years since the Bike
Room has been cleared of unclaimed
and abandoned bicycles, and it is currently cluttered with dusty and broken

bicycles and some
with
missin g
wheels and seats.
By Oct. 1, management will remove
any bicycles not
registered and lacking a Malibu East decal and place them
in a storeroom. Eventually all unclaimed bicycles will be donated to a
worthy cause.
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Community
Calendar
by Jack Winans
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
BERGER PARK
CULTURAL CENTER
First Bytes Computer School
Adult classes, beginners/
advanced
Thursday nights, call for info:
773-761-5792
Computer lab
For Grade School & Jr. High
children
$60 for 12 Saturdays 1–4pm
Call for information
Park District programs
After-School Program
Starts Sep. 7
Regular classes start Sep. 20
Call for openings.
6205 N. Sheridan Rd.
773-761-0376
EDGEWATER
BRANCH LIBRARY
CAPS 24th Dist. Beat #2433
Come meet our beat police.
Wednesday, Sep. 1, 7pm
(1st Wed. of every month)
Saturday Book Club
“Dark Star Safari”
by Paul Theroux
11am Saturday, Sep. 4.
After-school homework help
3–6pm Mon.–Thu., starts Sep. 7
Friends of the Edgewater Branch
Quarterly meeting
10am–noon Saturday, Sep. 11
Afro-Centric Book Discussion:
“The Human Stain”
by Philip Roth
6:30pm Monday, Sep. 13
Arts & Crafts: Aztec Masks
Hispanic Heritage Month program
4pm Monday, Sep. 20
Classics book discussion
“Crime and Punishment”
by Fyodor Dostoyevsky
7pm Tuesday, Sep. 21
Tuesday Morning Book Club
“Fourth Hand” by John Irving
10am Tuesday, Sep. 28
Ongoing exhibit
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Ritmo del Fuego/
Rhythm of Fire:
The art and artisans of
Santa Clara del Cobre,
Mexico
1210 W. Elmdale
312-744-0718
EDGEWATER
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Home tour
(See article, page 5)
5358 N. Ashland Ave.
773-506-4849
FARMERS MARKET
Weekly Farmers Market
with fruits, vegetables, jams,
flowers, honey, coffee,
aromatherapy salts & oils, bread &
pastries from Illinois, Indiana,
Michigan and Wisconsin. Some
produce and all coffee is certified
organic. Fruits & vegetables picked
the day before by the farmers.
7am–noon Saturdays thru Oct. 23
Broadway Armory parking lot
Broadway & Thorndale
WHITE CRANE
WELLNESS CENTER
Adult day wellness programs for
60 and over. Gentle yoga, tai chi,
music exercise, socializing, lunch
and snacks. Transportation
provided within boundary area.
1355 W. Foster Ave.
773-271-9001
THEATER/SHOWINGS
CHICAGO JEWISH THEATER
“A Rosen by any Other Name”
Set in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario in
the midst of World War II.
Thirteen-year-old Stanley Rosen
has a lot to deal with.
A sequel to last season’s “Today I
am a Fountain Pen” that played to
sell-out houses and rave reviews.
Ongoing, $25, discounts for
seniors/students
Sep. 30–Oct. 31
8pm Thu.–Sat., 7pm Sun.
5123 N. Clark
773-728-0599
CORN PRODUCTIONS
CORNSERVATORY
Corn for Kids
“Don’t Turn Out the Lights”
It's Halloween Day at Berwyn
Middle School, and strange things
are afoot. Instead of the boring
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eighth-grade costume party, where
all the fun costumes have been
outlawed, some students decide to
tell scary stories and then when it
gets dark…
Sep. 25–Nov. 21, 2pm Sat./Sun.
$10 adults, $5 for under 12
4710 N. Lincoln Ave.
312-409-6435
FACTORY THEATRE
“Dance the Right Thing”
A new comedy set in 1989 that
tells the streetwise story of Turbo,
a dedicated break-dancer trying to
save his ’hood from the evil spread
of crack cocaine. The show's got it
all: rival gangs, star-crossed love, a
murder frame-up, and a final
dance-off that will launch the
winners to stardom.
Thru Oct. 3, $18
8pm Fri./Sat., 7pm Sun.
(Located in the Footsteps Theatre)
5230 N. Clark St.
312-409-3247
NEO-FUTURARIUM THEATRE
“Alice”
Conceived and curated by Noelle
Krimm
In their first prime-time show of
the season, Neo-Futurist Noelle
Krimm has dreamed the quiet,
homey neighborhood of
Andersonville into a place of
wonder where you are Alice and
several different Andersonville
locations are pieces of
Wonderland. Beginning and ending
at the Neo-Futurarium, follow the
rabbit in this art festival/walking
tour and experience different visual
and performing artists' takes on the
familiar story.
Sep. 18 – Oct. 24
Tours of 15–20 audience members
will start every 15 minutes between
1 and 2pm Saturdays & Sundays.
$15, $10 students/seniors
5153 N. Ashland Ave.
773-275-5255
ORGANIC THEATER
“Miss Julie”
Organic Theater Company (OTC)
presents the world premiere of
Christopher Grobe's adaptation of
August Strindberg's classic, “Miss
Julie.” Commissioned from a literal
translation by Leonardo Lisi, the
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adaptation explores anew this
classic play about the passionate
encounter of a countess and her
valet. Mr. Grobe's adaptation
lessens the inconsistencies within
the original text, expands on
Strindberg's project to bring greater
naturalism to the stage, and depicts
class relations and sexual politics
with a fresh new voice.
Sep. 8–26, $20, $10 seniors/
students
8pm Wed–Fri.
3 & 7pm Sat./Sun.
Opening night: Sat., Sep 11
1125 W. Loyola.
(In Mullady Theater)
773-508-3847
COMMUNITY EVENTS/
MEETINGS
Misericordia Family Festival
24th Annual Family Festival, a
wonderful afternoon of food, fun,
drink, live entertainment, kids
games and rides, bingo, raffles,
shopping and a huge flea market.
11am–6pm Sunday, Sep. 12
On the grounds of the North
Campus
6300 N. Ridge
Osterman Beach cleanup
Meet at Ardmore entrance
10am Sep. 18
Edgewater home tour
Noon to 4pm Sep. 19
(See this page for details.)
MECA EVENTS/MEETINGS
Back to school party
Sunday, Sep. 12
1–4pm — 4th floor deck and
Windjammer Room
MECA Annual & board
meetings
Tuesday, Sep. 14
7:30pm — Windjammer Room
The Annual Meeting with election
of directors will be followed by a
short board meeting with election
of officers.
Thursday afternoon
discussion group
Thursday, Sep. 16
(every 3rd Thurs. of month)
2:00pm — Community Room
Dialogue Committee meeting
Tuesday, Sep. 21
7:30pm — Community Room
Leave event and meeting notices at the
desk for the Dialogue.
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Edgewater home tour
The
Edgewater
Historical Society
presents its 16th
annual home tour
from noon to 4pm
Sunday, Sep. 19.
The tour will feature homes in the Magnolia Glen area
of Edgewater. Of special interest are the
twin homes by Walter Burley Griffin,
designed in 1908 in the Prairie style.
These are designated as Chicago Landmarks. The tour begins at Bethany Lutheran Church at Thorndale and Magnolia.
Tour guides are present in each home.
Refreshments will be served at one of
the homes. Other homes on the tour
include some that are on the Chicago
landmark survey as significant. Donation is $20. For reservations, contact
773-506-4849 and leave a message.

Dialogue reprints
Reprints of
Dialogue
pages are
available in
color on
photo paper at
the price of
$1 per page.
Call or e-mail
the

Volunteers needed
If you can write, photograph or just
walk four floors, please volunteer
to be on the Dialogue staff. We
currently have three volunteer positions open for delivering the Dialogue monthly. Delivery volunteers
are responsible for delivering the
Dialogue to our residents on no
more than four floors. Contact any
Dialogue staff member (names on
the back page of the Dialogue) or
leave a note to the editor at the
front desk or the management office.

HURRAY!
It's Back To School
Time

Mark your calendar:
The Parent’s Committee is hosting a
“Back to School” party on Sunday,
Sept. 12 from 2–4pm on the fourth floor
deck (weather permitting) & in the
Windjammer Room. There will be
food, games, prizes & lots of fun! Let’s
kick off the start of the school year with
a great party. Please join us!
Thank you,
Chris Barragan, Parents Committee

MECA board directors’
meeting attendance
14 meetings, 9/16/03–8/24/04
Meetings Percent
Director
Absent Present Present
Marcel Molins 0
14
100.0%
Richard Strauss 2
12
85.7%
Tom Vaughan 0
14
100.0%
Marcia Fishman 0
14
100.0%
Neil Warner
2
12
85.7%
Carol Beatty
0
14
100.0%
Sandy Chaet
1
13
92.9%
Allan Eckardt 1
13
92.9%
Martina Molins 4
10
71.4%
A. Penaherrera 1
13
92.9%
Replaced Larry Creter
Cass Busher P3 of 3
100.0%
Resigned before end of term
Larry Creter P8 of 9
88.9%
Jon Heller
P12 of 13
92.3%
Source: Dialogue board meeting notes
Note: The Board Secretary records attendance as
Absent, Excused or Present. This article does not
make a distinction between Absent and Excused.
Attendance at board meetings is a relatively small
part of a director’s duties.
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High water a boon for
shipping, boating
Swimmers won’t notice it, but the Great
Lakes are deeper this summer, and
Lake Michigan is leading the pack with
a one-foot jump.
That’s good news to people in some
watercraft industries — that is, marinas
and lake shippers.
“We’re up 20 percent from July of last
year,” said Glen Nekvasil, spokesman
for the Lake Carriers Association. Ships
hauled 12.4 million tons of cargo last
month.
One 635-foot vessel moving coal from
a port in Lake Michigan to one in Lake
Huron gained 1,162 tons on one trip,
Nekvasil said.
At the Waukegan Harbor marina, boasting 1,000 boat slips, boaters are saving
money. Harbormaster Bill Kohn said
they no longer have to add fender
boards to keep their boats from going
under the docks, or put in ladders to get
down to their craft. The marina’s expenses are down because it doesn’t
have to dredge underwater sand to
make room for larger sailboats.
“And we were losing a lot of business
because it was hard to launch trailerable
[i.e., smaller] boats from our launch
ramps,” Kohn said.
Why are the lakes deeper?
“We had a wet fall and an unusually
wet May,” said Cynthia Sellinger, hydrologist for the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Great
Lakes research lab. “The National
Weather Service called it a 100-year
rain.”
As for the other Great Lakes, Erie is up
six inches, Superior five and Ontario
three over last August. Lake Huron is
the same level as Lake Michigan
(Sellinger noted that for lake-level purposes, they are one lake because the
Straits of Mackinac connecting the two
are so deep and wide).
Records dating from 1860 show that
Lake Michigan’s depth in August —
578.7 feet above sea level — is 3.9 feet
below the record high set in 1876 and
1.95 feet above the record low of 1964.

A foot or so of water can mean a lot to
lakeshore life, said Douglas Wilcox,
chief of the coastal and wetland branch
of the U.S. Geological Survey.
Speaking by cell phone from a Lake
Erie marsh east of Toledo, Ohio, Wilcox noted there was very little vegetation there two years ago. Now, thanks
to rising waters, most of the plants are
six to eight feet tall.
“Changes in lake levels are critical in
promoting diversity of wetland vegetation — and habitation for fish and
birds,” he said. “So highs and lows are
good, bottom line.”
Source: Chicago Sun-Times, August 19, 2004 By
Gary Wisby, Environment Reporter

Funny,
we hardly noticed!
By Sheli Lulkin
Edgewater Chamber of Commerce
When this article from the Chicago
Sun-Times hit the kitchen tables today, I
had some phone calls from condo people asking me about the implications for
us. After all the Sun-Times reported
that the lake was a foot higher. Funny,
we hardly noticed.
We have been telling you that lake levels are cyclical. This just proves we are
correct. Along with rising lake levels

comes concern. But this time we are
better prepared. Thanks to the late Congressman Sidney Yates, retired state
Senator Arthur Berman, the Illinois and
US Geological Services and the Army
Corp of Engineers, we have revetments,
breakwaters and little islands protecting
the vulnerable areas between Hollywood and Howard Street.
As you read the article you see the order of the various parts of the public
that are affected. First is big shipping; it
is the more important group because it
affects both our economy and quality of
life. Lake levels in Lake Superior are
kept artificially high for the benefit of
the big ore ships. And Lake Superior
flows into Lake Michigan. When there
is a shortage of snow and rain, the water is held back in Superior, and lake
levels in Lake Michigan go down.
Whether the cycle continues depends
not on our rainfall, but the snowfall this
coming winter in the watershed mountains surrounding Lake Superior.
Next to be affected by rising levels is
the recreational boating industry, which
worries about access in and out of harbors, going under bridges and fishing.
The Sun-Times article doesn’t even
discuss the impact on lakefront property; possibly there hasn’t been much of
an impact yet.
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For those of us who live and play on the
shoreline, the view hasn’t changed
much. I can predict, though, that all of a
sudden we will wake up and find that
the little beach behind the Thorndale
buildings is gone.
Perhaps the biggest problem for us
beachgoers right now is pollution. The
increased water has been good for the
wetlands and birds, which is not always
good for us.
At a recent meeting of the Lincoln Park
Advisory Council, State Geologist
Mike Chryzsatowski of the Illinois
Geological Survey explained why he
was in Chicago. He was doing research
on the pollution of Chicago beaches.
Mike is more likely to blame the gulls
than Milwaukee. Granted we have had
some big rainstorms this year, but we
also have had a big population jump in
what some folks like to call “flying
rats.” Severe storms sometimes lead to
the release of raw sewage into the lake,
although as different sections of the
deep tunnel come on line, the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District is
less of an offender.
Crain’s Chicago Business recently ran
a front-page story on the increase in our
pigeon population, citing the public
danger of pigeon feces; rats like them.
On our beaches we have rats, too. They
love to raid the garbage cans. We also
have the ever-increasing gull population, and the rats like their feces, too.
Chryzsatowski thinks our growing ecoli count is linked to the gulls.
Some specialists say that dog feces are
filet mignon to rats. Our beaches should
not be treated as dog runs. Dog owners
MUST pick up after their pets.
In summary, the lake is higher but not
necessarily cleaner than last year. It is
deeper but safer for Edgewater lakeshore property, thanks to the revetments. So enjoy! It will be a while yet
before the Corps of Engineers comes
calling on our condo boards with instructions. September 18, State Rep.
Harry Osterman will be leading a crew
to help clean Osterman Beach. Join
them at 10am at the beach entrance at
the lake end of Ardmore. It’s a good
thing.
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Cable TV poll results
By Thomas Vaughan
Cable Committee
The cable television contract currently
in effect expires Sep. 30, 2004.
Chicago’s 21st Century (now RCN)
purchased our cable television contract
approximately seven years ago from
our previous independent service
com p an y, an d th e con tr a ct
automatically renewed for the past five
years. This afforded MECA residents a
full cable package including HBO,
Showtime, and The Movie Channel for
$11.60 per unit per month, well below
market price. RCN indicates that a
single subscriber would today pay in
excess of $70 for this level of cable
access. Additionally, many residents
subscribe to RCN’s high-speed Internet
access at their market rate of $50 per
month.
MECA’s board is exploring the renewal
of this contract as well as alternative
sources of comparable service.
Our building was rewired about seven
yea r s a g o b y 2 1 s t C en tur y
(subsequently acquired by RCN) with
sh i el ded ca bl e i n th e “l oop”
configuration. Our building has two
loops per tier that result in 20 plus units
in a tier sharing the same signal. This
means that we have a total of 24 loops
covering the 498 units in MECA. New
buildings today have cable wiring done
in the “home-run” configuration. This
means that every subscriber has a direct
cable wire into his unit that is not
shared with other units. For our
building to be rewired in the home-run
fashion, each unit would have to be
accessed from new cabling brought
anew to each floor. We have received
from RCN and Comcast estimated costs
of from $600 to $1,000 per unit or a
total of up to $500,000 for the building
to change to the home-run wiring
configuration. It is my belief that our
building should not consider this
change because of cost and disruption
to the building. Our existing system has
behaved adequately and, with advances
in technologies, we may well change to
a wireless system sometime in the
future.
We believe that significant savings will
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be afforded us by contracting this
service on a “bulk” basis. Services not
included in the bulk program should be
available separately to unit owners at
retail price from the chosen bulk
vendor.
To effectively approach the renewal
task, we sought your guidance to
understand what owners feel is
important to their viewing pleasure and
the significance of Internet access to
maintain building values in our premier
Sheridan Road property, as well as how
much they would be willing to pay for
these services. The poll was advisory
only, and the results are not binding on
the board.
A questionnaire was sent to all Malibu
East Condominium owners to be
returned by Aug. 20. The questionnaire
asked our owners to indicate packages
desired and to rate RCN’s services.
Referenced for each are the estimated
price ranges for the services that are
available from cable providers:
A. Standard Basic channels
(50-90 stations)
$13 to $20 bulk; ($25 to $50 retail)
B. Standard Basic channels plus:
1. HBO Package
$7.50 bulk; ($15 retail)
2. Showtime & The Movie Channel
$7.50 bulk; ($15 retail)
3 Cinemax
$5 bulk; ($10 retail)
4. Starz Package
$5 bulk; ($10 retail)
5. Encore Package
$5 bulk; ($10 retail)
6. High-speed Internet
($25 bulk; $50 retail)
Access to pay-per-view channels
would be charged at full retail to
interested subscribers.

The results of the poll:
Yes Blank
A Basic
202 99%
2
B1 HBO
108 53% 96
B2 SHO/TMC 79 39% 125
B3 Cinemax 22 11% 182
B4 Starz
24 12% 180
B5 Encore
16 8% 188
B6 HS Internet 69 34% 135

No
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Rating of RCN's services
SatisfactoryMediocre Unsatisfact.
80
53% 52 35% 18 12%
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Parents Committee

Sports & Entertainment

By Marcia Fishman

By Marcia Fishman

The
Par ents
Committee
is
planning a “Backto-School Party” to
be held Sep. 12
from 2 to 4pm. (See
“Mark
Your
Calendar,” pg. 5.)
W e a t h e r
permitting, games
will be played outside. Kids will
receive goody bags, and pizza and ice
cr ea m wi l l be ser ved in th e
Windjammer Room. A flyer will be up
shortly regarding this.

Tom Vaughan, Sandy Chaet and I met
with Denise P. O’Connell last week.
Denise is a certified yoga instructor and
works in the Chicago area, teaching
classes and also privately. She has 11
years of experience and specializes in
hatha yoga.

The parents are putting an etiquette
column in the Dialogue (see pg. 11).
Also discussed at our meeting was
having a survey done of the children in
the building by age group, i.e., children
between the ages of 5–8, 9–12, and
teenagers to get some thought on what
might appeal to the different age
groups. Also, we would like to include
information regarding new moms and
dads so they can meet and perhaps get
together.
The carpeting in the Children’s Room
has been cleaned and we are working
with Building Maintenance & Services
Committee Chairman Carol Beatty to
get the walls repainted. This will be
delayed until the outside balcony
painting is finished for the season.

Captain’s Walk news

The Parents Committee is also looking
into a children’s library for the

By Jack Winans
Malibu Convenient Store
Lou Barhoumeh is happy to announce
that his video/game dispenser machine
is finally installed, stocked and up and
running. On a trial run after a few missteps, I found that the easiest way to
navigate was to just ask for “All” titles.
I checked it out and Lou has 194 movies on DVD and 10 video games of the
Xbox and Paystation2 genre.
DVD movies and video games are
priced at $3.50 each for a rental period
of two days. There is a $2 late charge.
As our RCN cable provider currently
has an extremely limited choice of
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movie titles, it is great that Lou is providing us with this service. Be sure to
stop by and check it out.
First Commercial Bank
Our bank has a new selection of giveaway trinkets, including doggie key
chains, mini-bottled water and Frisbees.
Be sure to stop by and check it out.
Next month’s article from the bank will
explain in detail how the Patriot Act
affects bank customers — especially
the new identification requirements.
First Commercial Bank officers will be
attending several conferences on this
subject.

We discussed holding classes in either
the Windjammer Room or the Generation Lounge/Teen Room. We would
like to have a minimum of eight people
in each class. She charges $50 per hour.
Denise would like medical information
for all class members to modify exercises to each individual. She has a form
for this purpose.
We would like to set up a demonstration class and then have those interested
sign up. The price per person would
depend upon how many have signed up.
Payment would be expected at time of
sign up.
All you need is a mat; they run about
$14 at TJ Maxx. If people want a little
more cushion, they can put a blanket
under their mat. Everyone would have
to sign a waiver before participating in
the class.
To guarantee the instructor her minimum fee, we would ask interested residents to pay in advance for a predetermined number of classes, probably
eight. Depending on the number of residents who sign up, the cost to each resident for a class would probably be between $5 and $10.

Hatha yoga
By Jack Winans
Hatha yoga is mostly physical postures
and breathing exercises that prepare the
body so that there are no obstacles to
meditation. Practicing yoga postures is
not difficult or strenuous. The body
positions are easy to hold comfortable.
With an experienced teacher, a yoga
class should be easy and pleasant.
Regular practice will help you to lead a
more satisfying life by helping you to
control your emotions.
This Web site displays yoga postures.
http://www.hathayogalesson.com/
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CANDIDATES from page 1
approach, I think.
We had 20 plus attendees plus five of
the six candidates at the event (one was
excused for working late at the office).
At 7:30pm there were only five homeowners and five candidates in the
Windjammer Room. So, I decided to
forgo the formal question-and-answer
format and do an informal event, which
went very well. As soon as we made
that decision, at least 15 more people
came into the room. Then we began by
having pictures taken of the five candidates. When they returned, we began
the introduction process. Chris Chiodo,
the manager, said that he is still learning the ropes after eight months, and
that he is enjoying the building and
people he has met. Introduce yourself to
him when you can. After each candidate gave their history on the board and
in the workplace, we decided to continue the process with each attendee offering their thoughts on living in
Malibu East. The sofas and chairs were
clustered together and offered coziness
to the room.
I thought I would ask the board attendees about why some people might be
intimidated about joining the Board of
Directors of MECA. Several answered
that they had felt the same and that join-
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ing gave them a new perspective on
what it takes to be a director. Marcel
listed three things that are important in
order to be a good director: 1) have an
open mind; 2) be willing to listen to
range of viewpoints and 3) put in the
time to review all issues and attend
meetings. That’s all, he said. Well, I bet
there are a few more owners who would
like to give it a try next year.
A fairly new resident was the next to
comment and he said that he would like
to see a sense of community brought to
the building. Sandy Chaet said he
should join the committees that are
available here. I told him to come to the
next Social Committee meeting and offer his advice toward that goal. We
have a fine sense of community, but it
is sometimes difficult to bring new people into social events.
One owner offered her view on getting
another handyman into the building.
Chris was asked to look into this. Another favorable comment was on how
uplifting were the floral decorations in
the lobby. The work on the outside of
our building has taken a long time, and
Marcel said that it might all be over in a
month or so. Tom Vaughan said that the
workers are not on the clock and we
pay by completion of job, not hourly.
Others said that the building looks un-
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sightly now compared to other years.
Again, Marcel said it will look better
than ever. We are to expect more work
on Malibu East due to its natural aging
process. Also, the city has put a lot of
mandates on us that have to be met. We
are working on all of them.
We had several comments on how to
get condominium living across to new
residents of the building. Some people
have little concept of how to live communally, within the rules of a multi-unit
building. They may have come from
another country or from a single-family
home and do not “get” it when it comes
to living next to, above, and below
neighbors, where what they do affects
others. It was suggested that the Social
Committee (or another committee) hold
a series of regular building meetings
where new residents would receive a
special invitation, but it would be open
to all in the building. These meetings
would explain issues of importance and
subjects that would help us all live together without inflicting our issues on
our neighbors. (I think we could then
tell the United Nations how to do it.)
The whole event lasted over one and a
half hours and everyone left feeling
good — except the MECA Board of Directors, who had to attend another
meeting directly following this one.
God bless them all.
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Dear Etta Kitt
I have used the Children's
Playroom with my son
over the last three years. I
think it's a wonderful
facility for young children. We meet
other parents and children in the
building, and schedule play dates. It
adds a family feeling to an otherwise
isolated environment. I want my son to
play in a clean and safe room so I take
steps to not bring food. We treat the
toys as our own, and clean up after.
Simple steps as this is all it takes to
keep the room wholesome. I would
think that other parents would do the
same.
Unfortunately toys, balls, kitchen play
ware, a train engine and stuffed animals
have been stolen. The nylon pop-up
tents were ripped and had to be
disposed. The plastic basketball balls
have been stepped on and broken. Only
two balls are usable out of the original
12. The toy storage box has been
broken, and now has sharp edges that
could hurt younger children. The fabric
on the two lounge chairs has been
repeatedly ripped. Food is left in the
room to attract ‘critters.’
I reported this to management and they
have increased security and cleaning
shifts, but the problem continues.
What’s a concerned mother to do?

Concerned Mother
Dear Concerned,
Please continue to be concerned and to
bring these problems to the attention of
management. Also, stress to all the
parents that the Children’s Playroom is
part of our home — the home of
everyone who lives here — and it needs
to be treated as such. Encourage the
board and the Parents Committee to
review the resources of the room and
replace what is damaged and missing.
This room, perhaps more than any other
room in our building, should be the
safest room of all, as it is where our
most precious assets play, our own
children! Perhaps the installation of a
security camera would not only be a
deterrent against damage and theft but
would also make this a more secure

Malibu East Dialogue
'Town Crier'
announcements
by Christine Smith
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We welcome all new residents to our building,
including:

If you have information concerning talented or famous
MECA residents, please contact the Dialogue.

Balcony Man by Scott Virzi

Malibu East Dialogue
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 association offices!
MECA MARKETPLACE
Advertisement design FREE!
Clipart and layout included
Malibu East Dialogue
Malibu East Condo. Assn.
6033 N. Sheridan Road
Office 773-271-1732
www.MalibuEast.org
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org

MATH Tutor
* Former college math instructor * Harvard graduate
* I tutor at your home
* Expert help in all areas of mathematics

I also provide excellent preparation for the -SAT, ACT, GED, GMAT, and other tests

Fred W. Groat

Call me at 773-784-3987

Get more information at www.chicagomathtutor.com
PHONE: (773) 275-0110

HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

We Cool the Heat – And Heat the Cool

DR. JACK P. HORBAL

HEATCOOL SERVICE CO.
Our 48th Year

DENTIST

Heating and Air Conditioning

(773) 539-5225
Chestnut Cleaning Service
312-332-5575
• May we be your weekly, bi-monthly or monthly maid/
cleaning service?
• Landlord and/or tenant move in and out cleaning.
• Party-hosts: complete before and after party clean up.
(We’ve cleaned the Windjammer Room)
• We gladly clean for AIDS patients and other ill; also the
mentally, physically and emotionally challenged.
• We use our own cleaning supplies at no additional cost.
• Excellent references in your building/neighborhood.

MECA MARKETPLACE
Advertisement design FREE!
Clipart and layout included
Malibu East Dialogue
Malibu East Condo. Assn.
6033 N. Sheridan Road
Office 773-271-1732
www.MalibuEast.org
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org

CAPTAIN’S WALK
6033 N. SHERIDAN RD.
CHICAGO, IL 60660

Sheridan Hair & Body Studio
TOTAL BEAUTY CARE FOR THE FAMILY
HOURS:
Tuesday
9:30-5:00
6033 N SHERIDAN RD
Wednesday 9:00-7:00
CAPTAIN’S WALK
Thursday
9:30-6:00
CHICAGO, IL 60660
Friday
9:00-7:00
Saturday
8:00-5:00
TELEPHONE: (773) 561-6595
Sunday by appointment only
(773) 561-6596
CLOSED MONDAY

1106 West Granville
Chicago, Illinois 60660
Speak 773.274.7233
www.BarkBarkClub.com
Now offering
Dog walking &
Cat Sitting services

Malibu East Dialogue
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 association offices!
MECA MARKETPLACE
Advertisement design FREE!
Clipart and layout included

Selling or Buying
Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists

Malibu East Dialogue
Malibu East Condo. Assn.
6033 N. Sheridan Road
Office 773-271-1732
www.MalibuEast.org
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org

Get your BEST VALUE through
the Rogers Park/Edgewater Experts!

•
•
•

Expect the best

773-497-0404
773-334-8452

Moving out of state?
I can help you find a new home
anywhere in the U.S.A.
MOCKY SIRE

6148 N. Lincoln Ave.
Chicago, Illinois 60659
Business (773) 583-6500
Home (773) 271-7649
Cell (773) 520-1945
Psmith4022@aol.com

H

Contract
pending
29H
For Rent
2 BR's
Percy L. Smith
REALTOR

Expert service, Buying, selling
or renting — contact Percy

Malibu Convenient Food Mart
6033 N. Sheridan in the Captain’s Walk

Fresh pastries
delivered daily

We have Interested Buyers Now

H

773-334-0200

M

WAGNER REALTY SERVICES
www.HMWagnerRealty.com

6033 N. Sheridan – Suite 9 Ÿ Captain’s Walk Mall

WE SELL HOMES JUST LIKE YOURS
Specially tailored service
to get you results!!

BILL NAJDOWSKI

New Listing
Malibu East
Unit 4J

Stop in for
coffee – and.

FREE Advertising

Ÿ BUYING
Ÿ SELLING
Ÿ RENTING

Just listed
32H — 33C
875 N. Michigan Av. Suite 3500

FREE Market Evaluation

Mon/Fri
8 am to 9 pm
Saturday
8:30 am to 8 pm
Sunday
9 am to 5 pm

For Delivery Call: 773-769-5440

Baird & Warner
847-219-2761
27 N. NW Highway
Park Ridge
Email:
bill.najdowski@bairdwarner.com

As an owner at the Malibu, I KNOW the value you
place on your home.
Call me for all your real estate needs.
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 association offices!

Specialist in Condominium Insurance
Call me for your insurance needs. I will answer
your questions and give a comparison quote.*

Auto – Home – Life – Business
Health – Liability Umbrella
MIGUEL CRUZ, JR. INC.
Office: 773-384-8330
Mobile: 773-457-8587
Email:

MCRUZ@AMFAM.COM

*For your convenience, I am willing to meet
with you in your home or in my residence
at Malibu East.

Excellent customer service is a promise I keep.
MY QUOTE COULD SAVE YOU MONEY

Why lose your view when trying
to block out the sun?
Sheerweeve®, maintenance free
woven interior shades that add
beauty and elegance to
complement interior décor while
enhancing the quality of light and
view of the window. Various
colors, weave styles and
openness.
Sunshades®, transparent Mylar
shades that give you a clear
unobstructed view while giving
excellent heat, glare, privacy and
fade control. Comes in dark gray,
bronze or light gray.

Window Visions
1703 W. Catalpa Av.
Chicago, IL 60640
773-334-3557
www.windowvisionsofchicago.com
Email: LeonPStevens@aol.com
Shop at home!
Free measuring and installation. 24 years of experience.

AMERICAN EAGLE SERVICE CORP
600 HARTREY AVE.
EVANSTON, IL. 60202
PHONE 847-866-8666
FAX
847-866-8667

FALL SPRUCE UP SPECIAL
Are those projects that you wanted to get done?
Running out of time!
Let our professionals give you a hand.
We offer FLAT RATE PRICING on all repairs.
FREE ESTIMATES on all remodeling.
Not sure what your repairs will cost!
Call us for a free phone quote.
Sales & Service
●Faucet repairs and replacements ●Kitchen &
bathroom sink replacements ●Drain cleaning &
repairs ●Water filtration/conditioning systems
●Water heater repairs and replacements.

$25.00 Customer Discount
Good toward any plumbing repairs or service
We accept Discover, Visa, Master Card & American Express

Malibu East Dialogue
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 association offices!
MECA MARKETPLACE
Advertisement design FREE!
Clipart and layout included
Malibu East Dialogue
Malibu East Condo. Assn.
6033 N. Sheridan Road
Office 773-271-1732
www.MalibuEast.org
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org

Pay for your advertisement by the 15th
Delivered by the first of the month.
One-eighth page — $25
One-quarter page — $50
One-half page — $75
Full page — $100
Call 773-761-5792 or 773-271-1732
for details and free ad layout including
ours or your art.

Associated Financial Services Inc.
“our principal interest is you. . .”
For all your MORTGAGE needs. . .
• Purchases
• Refinancing
• home equity
• investment financing
we offer competitive rates
and creative programs

GAIL SELTZER
847-291-6580
910 Skokie Blvd. Suite 114
Northbrook IL 60062
(a Malibu East resident & neighbor)

Movie & game rentals
Rent DVD movies & Xbox and Playstation 2 game disks at
the “Box Office Express’ in the Malibu Convenient Store in
the Captain’s Walk mall at 6033 N. Sheridan Rd.
No lines, no waiting, no applications. Just swipe your credit
card and follow a friendly touch-screen menu. Easy as an
ATM!
Returns are just as easy — just use the same credit card and
press one button on the touch-screen and slip the DVD into
the slot.
Prices are reasonable, 2 days for only $3.50
(late fee $2.00).
Lou says, “Save time and money, rent the
best here at the Malibu Convenient Store.
“ Thank you and enjoy the show!”
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The Dialogue
The Malibu East Condominium (MECA) Dialogue is published by resident volunteers
to promote communication among owners, residents, the Board of Directors,
management and staff of Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan Road,
Chicago, IL 60660.
Articles written by and opinions of the MECA Dialogue staff and contributors are their
personal views and do not necessarily represent the views of MECA or its Board of
Directors and management.
Letters to the MECA Dialogue Committee are encouraged. Please be as succinct as
possible. The MECA Dialogue staff reserves the right to edit letters to fit available
space and to print only those with constructive content. Letters to the Committee
may be left at the management office.
Published monthly and distributed by the first of each month

Advertising disclaimer
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in whole or part any advertising printed in
the Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate insert. The content of such
advertising is the sole responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by the
advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray the publication cost of the Dialogue.

Malibu East Condominium
6033 N Sheridan Road
Chicago, IL 60660-3003

Your Malibu East
Newsletter
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