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TV Committee meeting 
By Elaine Winans 
The MECA TV Committee met Feb. 3 
in open session with eight directors, one 
management representative, four USA 
Wireless representatives and 30 resi-
dents. 

Committee Chairman Tom Vaughan 
opened the meeting with remarks con-
cerning satellite service and lack of ser-
vice. Included in his comments was a 
history of our cable service and a litany 
of the problems we had experienced 
with RCN and the inability to achieve a 
fair contract and also a lack of faith in 
its customer service relations. 

Representatives from USA Wireless ex-
plained their current position. They had 
come in on very short notice and with 
just several weeks to set up. They have 
not changed anything in the structure in 
the building (the cable infrastructure 
within our walls). They knew there 
would be some issues — specifically 
that their tests revealed that individual 
unit taps had been installed incorrectly. 
Replacing them will solve many of the 
problems and also allow for individual 
“boxes” to be installed — a prerequisite 
for pay TV and the ability for individual 
owners to contract for additional chan-
nels. Currently they are trying to solve 
the problems without resorting to rewir-
ing the building with “home run” wir-
ing. 

The board countered that the predomi-
nant theme of complaints from residents 
was USA Wireless’s lack of response 
to, and follow-through on, telephone 
complaints. USA Wireless responded 
that it would make customer response a 
priority. 

Some comments from residents in atten-
dance: 

TV reception problems aired at open meeting 

 

Our condolences to the 
family and friends of 

Eleanor Schmidt 

Owner says she would pay more if it re-
sulted in better reception. Marcel 
Molins responded that many residents 
are on limited fixed incomes and it be-
hooves the board to control expenses 
that could lead to excessive increases 
in assessments. 

Complaint about “searching for signal” 
message comes up too often. USA re-
sponded that the new tethered rooftop 
reception disk will solve this problem. 

Loss of signal on all channels without 
warning during the day. USA re-
sponded that this type of testing and re-
pair work will now be done between 2 
and 4am. 

Need to respond to people — not show-
ing up or coming late. USA will make 
every effort to respond quickly and to 
honor scheduled appointments. 

One resident reported a good experience 
with USA returning his call. 

How long will it take to replace the 
“taps”? USA responded that it could 
replace the “taps” in a tier in one day. 
Marcel Molins cautioned USA to re-
consider that short of a time as we 
have a history of problems getting into 
units during previous installations/
repairs. He said that a week or more 
would be more reasonable. 

A resident reported dark pictures on all 
channels. A USA representative will 
schedule an appointment. 

Several residents complained that they 
have been told that they need a booster 
to correct poor pictures with snow and 
have taken off work with no-show by 
technicians and no call to cancel the ap-
pointment. USA Wireless responded 
that its technicians will be retrained to 
not give this response and once again 
committed to better service and cus-
tomer relations. 

Resident comment: I feel we have 
downgraded, as we don’t have some of 
the service we used to have. You need 
to set a reasonable timetable and then 
come back and do it. USA responded: 
We were able to fix about 100 prob-
lems by going into individual units. We 
will always try to first determine if the 
problem is in an individual unit before 
going into the risers. 

Can we get a box so we can have 
HDTV and surround sound? In the fu-
ture, arrangements may be made for a 
free box by posting a security deposit. 

Resident comment: I am not getting all 
of the channels that are on our Malibu 
East TV list. USA responded: If you 
are not getting all 86 channels, you 
need to reprogram your TV using the 
channel setup option on your TV 
menu. You may need to do this every 
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 MECA board meeting notes 
by Elaine Winans 

MECA board meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 22, 2005 
Attendance: 10 directors, 2 manage-
ment representatives and 8 residents 
Not present: Cass Buscher, Neil Warner 
OPEN FORUM 
Note: Forum I and II are combined. 
Resident comments and questions: 
1) How will self-parkers be compen-

sated for being valet parkers during 
construction? (See Management re-
port, page 3) 

2) I have been missing laundry items, 
especially new items. The laundry 
is on the honor system, so watch 
your laundry as much as possible 
and report this to the management 
office. 

3) Could a generic letter be made 
available concerning the request to 
maintain the 147 bus schedule? 
Sandy Chaet will prepare the letter 
including the addresses of sug-
gested recipients, and it will be 
made available in the manage-
ment office. 

4) Is the former Sushi tenant’s unit 
available for rent? Yes 

5) My front door is hard to lock. Is 
fixing it my responsibility? Main-
tenance personnel will look at 
your door and make that determi-
nation. 

6) There is no doorknocker on a unit 
on the 31st floor. Maintenance per-
sonnel will look into it. 

7) Would you please mention the rout 
of the 147 bus in the form letter? 
Yes 

8) Should the “damper” in the west 
24th floor stairwell be open? It is 
causing a big draft. Maintenance 
will check it. 

9) A drainpipe on the west end of the 
third floor of the garage is drip-
ping. Maintenance will check it. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Financial statement 
Balance on hand, cash and reserves 
— $2,786,843.26 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Rules and Regulations/Legal 

Marcel Molins 
The Rules and Regulations package 
has been mailed to all owners. 

2) Security 
Sandy Chaet 
Proposed change in rules requiring 
residents to come to the lobby to 
accompany guests into the residen-
tial area between the hours of mid-
night and 6am passed by board 
vote. 
Suggestion was made that the Se-
curity Committee review the hours 
that the street side door to the Cap-
tain’s Walk be locked. 

3) Social 
Sandy Chaet 
The next Social Committee meet-
ing is Mar. 16 at 7:30pm in the 
Community Room. 

4) Commercial Property 
Marcel Molins 
Contract negotiations are in pro-
gress for a new tenant for the dry 
cleaning establishment. 
The FCB is very pleased with the 
progress of new accounts (see arti-
cle, page 12). The bank would like 
to have music piped into the mall. 
The board passed a resolution to 
place money with First Commer-
cial sister banks, as long as the ac-
counts are insured and at competi-
tive rates. 

5) Architecture & Aesthetics 
Carol Beatty 
Hallway designs and light fixture 
selections are being finalized. 

6) ASCO report 
Sandy Chaet 
147 bus route progress 
(See article, page 10.) 

7) 7) Garage 
Martina Molins 
The decrease in parkers reflects 
both the economy and the graying 
of the building. 
Standard Parking report 
Claims 
Approved: 0 
Denied: 2 
Total: 2 
 

Waiting lists 
Single self-park: 29 
Tandem self-park: 0 
Second car: 0 
Monthly parkers 
Single: 143 
Tandem: 48 
Valet: 308 
Preferred: 2 
Motorcycle: 1 
Engineer: NC 
Total: 502 
New monthlies: 2 
Cancellations: 6 
Upgrades 0 

8) Public & Community Affairs 
Sandy Chaet 
The 48th Ward Zoning & Planning 
Committee will meet Feb. 23. 

9) Parent 
Marcia Fishman 
By checking key sign-in logs, we 
have identified Children’s Room 
users who are not maintaining the 
neatness and cleanliness of the 
room. 

10) Communications 
Carol Beatty 
Dialogue advertising revenue con-
tinues to exceed printing expenses. 
The March issue set an all-time 
high for advertising revenue. 

11) Building Maintenance & Services 
Carol Beatty 
Several broken and missing door-
knockers have been replaced. We 
are looking into the rejuvenation of 
the lobby marble, repainting the 
painted areas and refinishing the 
metal in the garage waiting room. 
The lower level floors are looking 
very good. 

MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Chris Chiodo, Association Mgr. 
Dean Lerner, Sudler Rep. 
Items requiring board action 
1) Standard Parking rates 

Due to a tax change that took $1 in 
taxes from the current $3 one-hour-
or-less rate, the board reduced it to 
the former $2 rate. The Finance 
Committee will look at other park-

Please keep in mind that the meeting 
notes are not the official record of the 
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The 
official minutes are generally approved at 
the following meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 
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ing rates as revenue projections be-
come available and if necessary 
suggest further rate changes. 

Items not requiring board action 
1) Garage construction repairs 

Met with construction personnel 
Feb. 10. We are on or ahead of 
schedule. Demolition is done ex-
cept for the underside. The steel 
support is in and concrete pouring 
will start Feb. 25. 

2) Satellite TV status 
Complaints have diminished since 
the TV Committee meeting. 
(See story, page 1.) 

3) Satellite TV survey 
Webmaster Larry Rosen has put a 
survey together. It will go out to all 
residents in a package with a cover 
letter explaining current satellite 
TV progress. 

4) Unit sales 
January 
  20K $222,000 
  43F $245,000 
  17B $275,000 
February 
  40D $270,000 
  05L $165,950 
  34B $280,000 

5) Laundry Room status 
May take “exploratory surgery” 
breaking into a wall to find the 
problem with the flooding. We also 
have a problem with a pipe leaking 
into the lobby that is of a similar 
nature. Unfortunately, this is not 
something that can go out for bids, 
as the “surgery” will have to be 
done first. 

6) Balcony painting project 
(See management report, page 3.) 

NEW BUSINESS 
1) The sale of 40B for $205,000 

The board recommends to the own-
ers that we exercise the right of 
first refusal. A special owners 
meeting will be held to vote the 
proposal at 7:30pm Mar. 14 in the 
Windjammer Room. 

2) Admissions Committee clarifica-
tion 
Clarification of procedures were 
discussed concerning the necessity 
of the lease signer appearing at Ad-
missions Committee meeting when 
the actual tenant is someone else. 

The meeting ended at 9:50pm and went 
into closed session. 

Management 
report 
By Chris Chiodo 
Notice of Meeting of 
Voting Members: 
Please be informed that 

an owners meeting of the voting mem-
bers of the Malibu East Condominium 
will be held in the Windjammer Room 
of the Malibu East Condominium on 
Tuesday, Mar. 22, 2005, at 7:30 p.m. 
for the purpose of approving the pro-
posed Rules & Regulations, and for 
such business as may properly come be-
fore the meeting.  

Balcony Floor Coating Project: The 
balcony floor coating project will begin 
in April, weather permitting. The staff 
will be coating the floor and painting 
the railings on your balcony during this 
program. The project will take one day 
to complete, and the cost for this is 
$360.  Please do not call the office to 
set up an appointment. I will be sending 
a letter out one tier at a time instructing 
when to call for an appointment. 

Luggage & Shopping Carts: I want to 
inform the residents of Malibu East that 
we are missing a luggage cart. If you 
have it in your possession, please return 
it to the doorman station immediately. 
The carts are very expensive and we 
cannot afford to replace them. Please be 
considerate and return it. 

Children’s Playroom: We have been 
noticing on too many occasions that the 
Children’s Playroom was left a mess af-
ter use. Please clean up after using the 
room. 

Keys: We have been experiencing a re-
duced number of keys at the front desk. 
Please be sure to return any key that 
must be signed out since we have a lim-
ited number of them. 

Towing: Our towing company has in-
formed me they plan on making more 
runs to our building. What this means 
is, if you are parked in the driveway un-
attended and are not in the 15-minute 
parking zone, it will tow your car away 
at your expense. If your car happens to 
be towed, please do not contact the of-
fice; we cannot have them return the car 
or reimburse you for the charges. Re-
member to inform all your visitors, de-

liveries, drop-offs, etc.  

USA Wireless Satellite TV: I have 
been in discussions with USA on the 
scheduling of adding the additional 
components to the units that will correct 
the problems residents have been ex-
periencing. I will send out a notice 
when the parts are in and the schedule 
is set. If you continue to experience 
problems, do not contact the manage-
ment office or DirecTV, only contact 
USA Wireless. It can be reached at 1-
800-433-4558 or 847-831-4561. Please 
be aware, that more changes to the 
channel lineup are likely. If you would 
like to see channels added or deleted, 
please make that request in writing only 
and send it to the management office. 
(There will be no channels added or de-
leted until the system is up and running 
without any problems.) 

Garage Construction Project: I’m 
happy to report the garage construction 
project is on schedule. We appreciate 
your continued support, understanding 
and cooperation with this project, which 
is critical to restoring the structural in-
tegrity of the building. 

Residents moved from Single Self-
parking to Valet parking: Any Resi-
dent that was switched from single self-
parking to valet parking during the ga-
rage construction project, your account 
will be credited back the difference af-
ter the project is completed. Please con-
tinue to pay your regular amount on the 
assessment statement. 

Management office e-mail address: 
For your convenience, if you need to 
contact the management office or the 
Board of Directors for any reason, you 
mail e-mail your requests, concerns, 
problems, etc., to: malibueast@awb.us 

Assessments: Assessments are due by 
the 1st of each month. A late charge will 
be assessed for any delinquent account 
on the close of business on the 15th of 
each month. 
Please send remittance to: 
 Malibu East Condo Assoc. 
 % Sudler – 80 
 8401 Innovation Way 
 Chicago, IL 60682-8401 
The management office will not accept 
assessment checks unless directed to do 
so by MECA. 

mailto:malibueast@awb.us
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Ear, a machine that 
can hear the 
unhearable: toenails 
growing on a field 
mouse, the telling of 
a lie, the sound of a 
heart breaking. 
Midwest premiere, 

ongoing. 
1909 W. Byron 
773-929-1031 

CHICAGO JEWISH THEATER 
“The Diary of Anne Frank” 
Mar. 17–Apr. 17 
$25, $20 students/seniors 
5123 N. Clark 
773-728-0599 

CITY LIT THEATRE COMPANY 
“Doctor Knock: or The Triumph 
of Medical Science” 
Young doctor is swindled into 
taking over the medical practice in 
an incredibly healthy small town. 
Within three months, he has the 
entire population under long-term 
medical care. A terrific biting 
satire, a hilarious attack on both 
paranoid patients and devious 
doctors. 
Through Mar. 27 
1020 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-293-3682 

CORN PRODUCTIONS 
CORNSERVATORY 

“Real Aural Talent” 
Through Mar. 11 
8pm Wed.–Fri., $6 & $8. 
4710 N. Lincoln Ave. 
312-409-6435 

LIFELINE THEATRE 
“The Sirens of Titan” 
A world premiere based on Kurt 
Vonnegut’s novel. Welcome, 
Space Wanderer to a science 
fiction story of Martian invasions. 
Characters travel from Earth to 
Mars to Mercury to the moon Titan 
in a scathing satire. 
Feb. 4–Apr. 3, 7:30 Fri., 4 & 8 p.m. 
Sat., 5:30 p.m., Sun. 
6912 N. Glenwood 
773-761-4477 

PROFILES THEATRE 
“Reparation” 
A desperate lawyer is lured by a 
wealthy client into a shocking 
world of greed and immorality. 
Mar. 10–Apr. 24 

 Community 
Calendar 
by Miriam Romain 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
BERGER PARK 
CULTURAL CENTER 

First Bytes 
Open Computer Time 
For children and adults 
Saturdays, 1–4pm FREE 
Free WiFi access 
Available on Berger campus. 
Egg Hunt 
10:30am Mar. 26 
Ages 4 & under, Free 
6205 N. Sheridan Rd. 
773-761-0376 

EDGEWATER 
BRANCH LIBRARY  

CAPS 24th Dist. Beat #2433 
Come meet our beat police. 
Wednesday, Mar. 2, 7pm 
Saturday Book Club 
11am 1st Sat. month 
1210 W. Elmdale 
312-744-0718 

EDGEWATER 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Photos of Edgewater “Then and 
Now.” 
Museum hours 1-4pm 
(See article, page 12.) 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY 
An Evening with Celebrity 
Author Bill Zehme 
Celebrity profile writer will discuss 
his books, including “The Way 
You Wear Your Hat: Frank Sinatra 
and the Lost Art of Livin’. 
6pm Mar. 16, $10 
Loyola University Rubloff 
Auditorium 
25 E. Pearson St. 
773-508-2623 
 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 
AMERICAN THEATER CO. 

“Kid-Simple: A Fairy Tale for 
Adults” 
Teenage Moll invents the Third 

8pm Fri. & Sat., $22 
7pm Sun $18 
4147 N. Broadway 
773-549-1815 

RAVEN THEATRE 
“A Streetcar Named Desire” 
Extended through Mar. 5, 1pm 
$25, $5 off for seniors/students 
6157 N. Clark 
773-338-2177 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS/
MEETINGS 
40th Ward Town Hall Meeting 
Mar. 8, Hayt School 
1518 W. Granville 
773-769-1140 
Maple Syrup Festival  
10am–3pm Mar. 19–20 
Start off the first day of spring at 
the North Park Village Nature 
Center’s 24th Annual Maple Syrup 
Festival with crafts and games. 
Drill tap holes into trees by hand, 
collect buckets of maple sap. 
Children can create prairie crafts. 
Guided nature walks to the sugar 
bush, learn how to tap maple trees. 
Listen to the folklore of maple tree 
tapping. Help boil down the sap 
over a big, roaring fire to make 
syrup and sample the real thing. 
Pancakes with real maple syrup 
will be for sale along with hot 
beverages. Admission is free. 
North Park Village Nature Center 
5801 N. Pulaski 
312 744-5472 
 

MECA EVENTS/MEETINGS 
MECA owner’s meeting 
Monday, Mar. 14 
7:30pm — Windjammer Room 
Dialogue Committee meeting 
Tuesday, Mar. 15 
7:30pm — Community Room 
Social Committee meeting 
Wednesday, Mar. 16 
7:30pm — Community Room 
Thursday afternoon 
discussion group 
Thursday, Mar. 17 
2:00pm — Community Room 
MECA board meeting 
Tuesday, Mar. 22 
7:30pm — Windjammer Room 

Leave event and meeting notices at the 
desk for the Dialogue. 
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Why Pay 6 Percent Commission, When You Can Pay 5 Percent Commission? 

Before you Select a Realtor to List (Sell) Your Unit 
Please Call the Realtor who Can Offer You 

The Greatest Savings — And the Best Service 
We offer the following unbeatable combination of advantages that 
other Realtors simply do not: 
• THE lowest rates for Selling your property 
• Free market evaluation and advertising 
• A 4-hour Showing guarantee 
• Free clean up after you move 
• Free virtual tours 
• Weekly open houses (per your request) 
• Member of Two Multiple Listing Services, not just one 
• Superior Internet search and listing capabilities including “Reverse 

Prospecting” 
• Superb service from start to finish —  

NOT just until a contract is signed 
 

“Home visits available. We come to you!” 
Prospective Buyers: 
If we represent you in your next home/condo purchase, we pay you up 
to $3,000 regardless of whether you move to Alaska, Rogers Park or 
anywhere else in the United States — even if you do NOT list (sell) 
your condo with us. (Please call for details.) 
 

————  Scott Foster  ———— 
 

An Illinois Licensed broker with Coldwell Banker Residential—Ranked Number 1 in Highest Overall 
Satisfaction For Repeat Home Buyers and Sellers Among National Full Service Real Estate Firms, 

according to the J.D. Power and Associates 2004 Home Buyer/Seller Satisfaction StudySM. 
Open 8:00 AM to 10:30 PM seven days a week 
Call and Compare: (773) 262 4700 Edgewater 

(312) 263 1800 Downtown Chicago, (847) 864 2600 Evanston 
Visit Chicago's Most Sophisticated Home Search Site on the Internet 

at ChicagosRealty.BIZ 
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  Teen recital 

By Jack Winans 
Janice Pantazelos’ Chicago Studio of 
Professional Singing younger students 
gave a “Teen Voice Recital & Pizza 
Party” at the Downey mansion at Ber-
ger Park Feb. 18. The occasion was a 
first recital for many of the young stu-
dents. 

The singers ranged in age from 12 to 18 
years old. Selections varied from popu-
lar music from movies and stage musi-
cals to opera in several languages. The 
occasion was informal, with the audi-
ence enjoying pizza and soft drinks 
during the performance. Janice invited 
students from Berger's After School 
Drop-In program to be audience mem-
bers free of charge. 

The Berger Park Teen Club assisted 
with preparations and hosted a bake 
sale after the recital. This newly organ-
ized club meets at 4pm on Thursdays 
and offers many activities to local chil-
dren between the ages of 11 and 18. If 
you are interested in joining or offering 
support or funding, contact Berger Park 
Supervisor Deborah Maddox at 773-
761-0376. 
Performing: 
Alexandra Bischoff, age 12 
Samantha Farmilant, age 16 
Sumangi Perrera, age 18 
Melanie Davis, age 18 
Lela Philbrook, age 19 
 
Accompanist: 
Sharon Peterson 

Above right: 
Teen Club members Aly 
Heap, Gabriella Peters, Maya 
Flores and Sumbul Nazar 
prepare their homemade 
sweets for their bake sale. 

Below right, After School 
children enjoy the recital as 
voice master teacher,  and 
CSPS director Janice 
Pantazelos introduces her 
youngest students. 
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Local business news 
By Jack Winans 
 
New fire station 
Two local Chicago Fire Dept. stations 
will be closed when construction of a 
new facility is completed at the NW 
corner of Clark and Peterson. The for-
mer business buildings at this location 
have been demolished, and the ground 
is being prepared for new construction. 
New Target 
Construction has started on a 160,000-
square-foot Target store at the former 
K-Mart site on Peterson near Damen. 
The current building is being demol-
ished. The site will include 500 en-
closed ground level parking spaces, a 
green roof and elaborate landscaping. 
Target estimates an 18-month construc-
tion period with the store opening in 
2006. 

 

 
6157 N. Broadway 

Chicago 
773.465.9500 

Food and drink specials 
everyday! 

Full espresso service and free 
Wi-Fi Internet 

LIVE music every Fri. 
Brunch.. Sun. 10 AM–2 PM 

www.sizzleonbroadway.com 

The UPS Store Edgewater is now open!!! 
We offer: 
 
•Private/Secure Mail Boxes with Parcel Receiving 
•Domestic/International Shipping & Receiving 
•Full/Self-Service Office, Copy & Fax Center 
•Saturday Shipping 

The UPS Store Edgewater 
1055 W. Bryn Mawr Ave. (at Winthrop) 
Ph: (773) 561 – 3280 
Fax: (773) 561 – 3359 
www.theupsstore.com 

Our new MECA office 
assistant Rodica Ilc 
By Jack Winans 
Rodica Ilc comes 
to us with five 
years’ experience 
in property man-
agement. Like 
most of us, she is 
self-taught in 
computers and is 
familiar with Mi-
crosoft Office programs. Her previous 
position entailed both office and field 
work, working with building engineers 
in maintaining the appearance of apart-
ment buildings. 

Rodica is from Romania, is married and 
just celebrated her 20th anniversary.  

Rodica enjoys reading and gardening. 
She and her husband like fly-fishing. 
Be sure to see the picture of Rodica and 
her husband holding two enormous 
salmon. They have a son in high school 
and a daughter attending college. 

Rodica says that she has gotten a very 
warm reception from the residents of 
Malibu East. 

 
time channels are moved. If you do not 
have the technical ability to do this on 
your own, please call for tech service. 

Resident complained about poorer TV 
guide (channel 99). Our Webmaster, 
Larry Rosen, responded: A Web-based 
TV guide specifically designed for our 
building's channel lineup is available 
at Zap2it.com (type 60660 in the green 
area). For more information go to: 
www.MalibuEast.org/tv 

Multiple complaints were made about 
specific TV channels that are not cur-
rently available. Committee response: 
The current channel lineup may be al-
tered when and if possible, if enough 
residents desire changes. Give the of-
fice a note with new channels you 
would like to receive. 

President Marcel Molins closed the 
meeting with a summary of the current 
conditions of TV reception and what 
steps will be taken to improve reception 
and satisfy residents’ needs for addi-
tional channels. He thanked those who 
attended for taking the time to bring 
their concerns to the committee and on 
a positive note said he believed that as 

TV FROM PAGE 1 only 30 residents came to complain, 
there must be hundreds of residents 
who are currently satisfied with their re-
ception. 

The meeting closed to go into closed 
session. 

http://www.sizzleonbroadway.com
http://www.theupsstore.com
http://www.MalibuEast.org/tv
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Senior Fair 
By Jack Winans 
Illinois state Rep. Harry Osterman 
hosted his annual Senior Fair at the 
Broadway Armory on Valentine’s Day. 
About 300 people showed up for a 
sumptuous continental breakfast, trin-
kets from around 30 information booths 
and talks by several power speakers, 
including Mayor Richard M. Daley. 
Swift Elementary students presented the 
mayor with books and valentine cards 
they had made. Swift students also 
made valentine place settings for all the 
tables. 

Also in attendance and taking the turn 
at the podium were: 
Ald. Pat O’Connor 
Eric Salcedo, Illinois Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office 
US Rep. Jan Schakowsky 
State’s Attorney Dick Divine 
Charles Johnson, Illinois Dept. on Ag-
ing 
Joyce Gallagher, Chicago Dept. on Ag-
ing 
Joyce Graczyk, Council for Jewish Eld-
erly 
Additional prizes were awarded by a 
lottery drawing, and each attendee re-
ceived a “goodie” bag when leaving. 

Continue the bus fight 
By Sheli Lulkin 
ASCO President 
Yes, we can celebrate 
— at least until Mar. 9 
when the decision is 
expected about state 
funding for the CTA 
and whether the legislature is going to 
stop discriminating against us. 

ASCO members have done their part. 
We have lobbied for years to extend the 
147 bus service to weekends and later 
in the evenings. Just as important, we 
have ridden this bus and shown that we 
needed it and would use it. So did many 
Loyola students and Rogers Park resi-
dents. 

When CTA President Frank Kreusi 
acceded to our wishes and gave us this 
extended service, it was on a trial basis. 
It was a pilot project where ridership 
was watched and evaluated. ASCO has 
been notified that this service will be 
continued. 

Although 147 bus cuts have been pre-
vented, our work is not yet over. CTA 
faces a crucial fight in Springfield. The 
formula for funding public transporta-
tion in the metropolitan Chicago area is 
skewed against the city and favors 
Metra. That’s why you can see adorable 
little PACE trolleys near suburban 
shopping centers while Chicagoans 
have to walk blocks to the nearest bus. 
Wouldn’t it be nice to have an adorable 
little trolley between Clark and Sheri-
dan? Or from an elevated station to 
whatever? Ald. Smith tells us that 46% 
of our residents do not have a car. Our 
neighbors need public transportation. 

Write to CTA President Frank Kreusi 
and thank him for his support of the 147 
bus service. 

Write to Gov. Rod Blagojavich 
(candidate for re-election soon) and 
demand his support for Fair Funding for 
CTA. 

Write our state Sen. Carol Ronen and 
our state Rep. Harry Osterman and 
thank them for their support of the 
CTA. Ask them to lobby their fellow 
legislators to support fair funding for 
CTA. The seniors came, 300 strong, to hear Chicago 

and Illinois state officials talk about senior programs. 

Swift students present Mayor 
Daley with valentines 
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Dialogue reprints 
Reprints of Dialogue 
pages are available in 
color on photo paper at 
the price of $1 per page. 
Call or e-mail the editor 
with your requests. 

For reprints of back issues from Jan. 
2000 to date, go to: 
www.MalibuEast.org/dialogue 

cation. The Captain’s Walk is fulfilling 
all its expectations and projections. This 
is in spite of the fact that our mall is the 
only location the bank group operates 
that does not have direct street expo-
sure. Its core customer base here is 
within one block of the Captain’s Walk. 
However, it currently has only 20% of 
MECA residents as depositors. Interest-
ingly, our neighbor, Malibu, has a 
higher percentage of customers utilizing 
this facility. The bank has not been able 
to attract mortgage lending at this loca-
tion, and we spoke of ideas to make this 
service better known in our area. 

We discussed our plans to make the 
Captain’s Walk handicapped accessible 
and cure the front-door wind problems 
with a new foyer containing a double 
air lock that would also allow outside 
identification of the mall’s tenants. 
Plans are also under way to change the 
configuration of our building to allow 
interior access from the shopping mall 
to the garage, utilizing a new stairway 
behind the current management office.  

First Commercial Bank signed a lease 
with rights to the Captain’s Walk loca-
tion through the year 2029. They put us 
on notice during this meeting that, due 
to their success, they expect to be ask-
ing in a couple of decades for an exten-
sion of this lease through the middle of 
the 21st century. It is nice to associate 
with business people who are executing 
a successful business plan. 

The board encourages all residents to 
utilize the services of all the Captain’s 
Walk tenants to help further their suc-
cess. The association owns this prop-
erty, and tenants’ successes are also 
ours. You will find the First Commer-
cial Bank staff most friendly and 
knowledgeable about financial prod-
ucts. They offer a broad array of com-
petitive deposit services and mortgage 
products, including home equity loans 
and first mortgages. Stop by and visit 
the manager, Nick Ventresca, or any of 
his associates. 

Edgewater Historical 
Society news 
By Betty Mayian 
The Edgewater Histori-
cal Society will present 
the Annual Fundraiser 
and Celebration of the 
businesses of Clark 
Street in Andersonville. “Clark Street 
Revisited: A Century of Change.” 

Clark Street within a few blocks of Fos-
ter was once called Swede Town. Since 
the early 1960s it has been called 
Andersonville. Most of the buildings 
date from the early 1900s, and many of 
the current businesses bear the original 
names. 

Celebrate with us at Calo Ristorante, 
5343 N. Clark Street. The fun begins at 
Calo’s at 6pm Mar. 23. Warm up your 
checkbook for our Magnificent Silent 
Auction. We also will have a Clark 
Street trivia contest, music by Steve 
Solomon, hors d’oeuvres, a cash bar 
and fabulous door prizes. Costumes or 
Black Tie are optional. 

Please join us on Mar. 23 to celebrate 
the businesses of Clark Street. Dona-
tions are $35 in advance ($40 at the 
door). Make checks payable to Edge-
water Historical Society and send your 
reservation to: 
Elizabeth Mayian 
6033 N. Sheridan Rd. 36K 
Chicago, IL 60660 

First Commercial Bank 
A successful first year in 
MECA’s Captain’s Walk 
By: Thomas C. Vaughan 
MECA Second Vice President 
Re p r e s en t a t i ve s  o f 
MECA’s board met Feb. 7 
with senior management 
of our Captain’s Walk 
tenant, First Commercial 
Bank (FCB), to discuss several items of 
mutual interest. Attending was the bank 
president, Matthew Norkett, who is a 
Hardy Prep/Sacred Heart alumnus and 
has fond memories of our neighborhood 
and visiting the convenience store as a 
youngster with classmates who lived in 
Malibu and Malibu East. James 
McHale, the chief operating officer, 
was also raised on the north side and 
knows our community well. Also in 
attendance at our meeting was the 
branch’s first manager, Jodi Schraufna-
gel, who now manages FCB’s newest 
location on Peterson Avenue on the site 
of the former Froggy Car Wash. Repre-
senting MECA were Marcel Molins, 
Richard Strauss, Neil Warner, Marcia 
Fishman, Keith Grubb, Avany Pena-
herrera, and the writer. 

First Commercial Bank is part of a 
nine-charter bank group with assets in 
excess of two and a half billion dollars. 
Yes, that is $2,500,000,000, plus. Com-
bined the bank has over 90 branch loca-
tions in the Chicagoland area, and all of 
its automatic teller machines are avail-
able to FCB depositors without fees. 
See the bank for a complete list of loca-
tions.  

It will be recalled that the bank actually 
opened in a temporary space, which had 
formerly housed the Captain’s Walk 
sushi tenant (see above picture), while 
its permanent space was being readied. 
MECA was working to complete the 
repairs to the first and second floors of 
our garage in the area directly over the 
bank’s space. The three bankers all 
looked back fondly on this pioneering 
time, replacing the sushi smell with the 
pleasing aroma of fresh new bank de-
posits. 

Mr. Norkett expressed the bank’s pleas-
ure with the level of deposits it has been 
able to attract since opening at this lo-

http://www.MalibuEast.org/dialogue
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PHONE: (773) 275-0110 HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 
 
 
 

DR. JACK P. HORBAL 
DENTIST 

 
 
 

CAPTAIN’S WALK 
6033 N. SHERIDAN RD. 

CHICAGO, IL 60660 

Malibu Convenient Food Mart 
6033 N. Sheridan in the Captain’s Walk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 For Delivery Call: 773-769-5440 

Stop in for 
coffee –  and. 

 
 

 Fresh pastries 
delivered daily 

Mon/Fri 
8 am to 9 pm 

Saturday 
8:30 am to 8 pm 

Sunday 
9 am to 5 pm 

Sheridan Hair & Body Studio 
TOTAL BEAUTY CARE FOR THE FAMILY 

 

 HOURS:   
 Tuesday 9:30-5:00 6033 N SHERIDAN RD 
 Wednesday 9:00-7:00 CAPTAIN’S WALK 
 Thursday 9:30-6:00 CHICAGO, IL 60660 
 Friday 9:00-7:00  
 Saturday 8:00-5:00 TELEPHONE: (773) 561-6595 
 Sunday by appointment only (773) 561-6596 
 

 CLOSED MONDAY 

 

1106 West Granville 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 

 

Speak 773.274.7233 
www.BarkBarkClub.com 

 

Now offering 
Dog walking & 

Cat Sitting services 

 

We Cool the Heat – And Heat the Cool 
HEATCOOL SERVICE CO. 

Our 48th Year 
Heating and Air Conditioning 

(773) 539-5225 

 

773 784 4024 
Serving 

Sheridan Road 

ANIMAL ACCENT 
Professional Pet Sitting 

Dog Walking, Training Reinforcement 
Humane Education 

Courtesy Discount for Shelter Volunteers 
 

Chicago, Illinois 
773-973-2258 

Mary Lou Carroll 
We Speak Your Pet's Language 

OFFICE HOURS PHONE: (773) 989-5900 
BY APPOINTMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPINAL ADJUSTMENTS START AT $30 

 
CERTIFIED ACUPUNCTURIST FAX: (773) 989 4324 

Dr. Vito N. Depinto 
Chiropractor 

1204 W. THORNDALE AVENUE 
CHICAGO, IL 60660 

Reach 500 units here plus 50 association offices! 

http://www.BarkBarkClub.com
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Balcony Man by Scott Virzi 

'Town Crier' 
announcements 

by Rodica Ilc 

We welcome all new residents to our building, 
including: 
 

  
  
  
  

 
If you have information concerning talented or famous 
MECA residents, please contact the Dialogue. 

Dear Etta Kitt, 
I often see dogs in the 
building, in the halls, in the 
elevator and outside going 
to the dog walk WITHOUT A LEASH. 
This often makes me uncomfortable, as 
I don’t know how the dog is going to 
react. I thought that there was a strict 
rule about this at Malibu East. Also, 
why do dog owners use the long reel-in 
type leashes in the building? Stretched 
full-length, their dogs are certain to 
meet up with misfortune. 

Signed, Uncomfortable 
 
Dear Uncomfortable, 
An uncontrolled long reel-type leash 
allows dogs to roam around corners out 
of their owner’s sight and control. All 
dog owners should have the courtesy to 
keep their dogs close with immediate 
physical control over their dog’s 
actions. 

When any group of people share 
property as in our Malibu East 
condominium, rules must be set down 
to govern its use. Rules are established 
by the developer and later administered 
a n d  us ua l l y r e v i s e d  by t h e 
condominium association board of 
directors. Rules often are forgotten 
when things are going smoothly, but 
when broken and enforcement is 
lacking, one result might be that 
everyone begins to ignore them. 

A case in point is our rule that dogs be 
leashed in the common areas inside and 
outside. Unfortunately, some dog 
owners, seeing others allowing their 
pets to run loose, may tend to follow 
suit. 

Infractions of this or of any rule need to 
be addressed by a written complaint to 
the board or manager, who will initially 
attempt to solve the problem privately 
through a phone call or a face-to-face 
discussion. 

If this doesn’t resolve the rule 
infraction, our legal documents provide 
effective remedies. In extreme cases 
there may be times when it is necessary 
to take a violator to court. Because of 
the ill will that often results, this should 
be the last resort and should be 
contemplated only when all other 
procedures have been exhausted. 
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 association offices! 
 

Selling or Buying 
Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists 

 
Get your BEST VALUE through  
the Rogers Park/Edgewater Experts! 
• FREE Market Evaluation 
• FREE Advertising 
• We have Interested Buyers Now 

ü BUYING  
ü SELLING  
ü RENTING 

 
       773-334-0200 

 WAGNER REALTY SERVICES 
 www.HMWagnerRealty.com 

 
 

6033 N. Sheridan – Suite 9 ü Captain’s Walk Mall 

 

 
H 

M 

H 
 

Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

6148 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60659 
Business (773) 583-6500 
Home (773) 271-7649 
Cell (773) 520-1945 
Psmith4022@aol.com 
Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Just Closed  on 
Unit 20K 

Contract Pending 
On Unit 34B 

 

WE SELL HOMES JUST LIKE YOURS 
Specially tailored service 

to get you results!! 

BILL NAJDOWSKI 
Baird & Warner 
847-219-2761 
27 N. NW Highway 
Park Ridge  
Email: 
bill.najdowski@bairdwarner.com 

As an owner at the Malibu, I KNOW the value you 
place on your home. 
Call me for all your real estate needs. 

MECA MARKETPLACE 
Advertisement design FREE! 
Clipart and layout included  

Malibu East Dialogue 
Malibu East Condo. Assn. 
6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Office 773-271-1732 
www.MalibuEast.org 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 

 

Interested in selling? 
Call for a free Market Analysis. 

Your neighbor, 
MOCKY SIRE 

Expect the best 
 

875 N. Michigan Av. Suite 3500 

773-497-0404 
773-334-8452 

 

FOR SALE 
OR RENT 
SEVERAL 

2BRs 
 

Please call 
for details 

I have buyers for A & B units! 
BAIRD&WARNER 

 Barbara Trupp 
 Realtor 
 

 Office: 847-491-1855 
 Direct: 847-905-5218 
 barbara.trupp@bairdwarner.com 
 2926 Central Street 

 Evanston, IL 60201 
Www.bairdwarner.com/barbara.trupp 

http://www.HMWagnerRealty.com
mailto:Psmith4022@aol.com
mailto:bill.najdowski@bairdwarner.com
http://www.MalibuEast.org
mailto:Dialogue@MalibuEast.org
mailto:barbara.trupp@bairdwarner.com
http://www.bairdwarner.com/barbara.trupp


Page 16 Malibu East Dialogue March 2005 

 
Your Malibu East 

Newsletter 

Malibu East Condominium  
6033 N Sheridan Road 
Chicago, IL 60660-3003 

The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium (MECA) Dialogue is published by resident volunteers 
to promote communication among owners, residents, the Board of Directors, 
management and staff of Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan Road, 
Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the MECA Dialogue staff and contributors are their 
personal views and do not necessarily represent the views of MECA or its Board of 
Directors and management. 

Letters to the MECA Dialogue Committee are encouraged. Please be as succinct as 
possible. The MECA Dialogue staff reserves the right to edit letters to fit available 
space and to print only those with constructive content. Letters to the Committee 
may be left at the management office. 

Published monthly and distributed by the first of each month 

 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in whole or part any advertising printed in 
the Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate insert. The content of such 
advertising is the sole responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by the 
advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 

 

Marcel Molins, MECA President 
Chris Chiodo, Association Manager 

Carol Beatty, Chairman 
Communications Committee 

Larry Rosen – Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 

 

Dialogue Committee 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 

Jack Winans, Editor 
Neil Warner, Asst. Editor 

Jackee Ames 
Grace Bergbom 
Doris Hyman 
Marie Joaillier 

Rodica Ilc 
Betty & Ara Mayian 

Miriam Romain 
Debbie Warner 
Elaine Winans 

Archna Yeshobhan 

http://www.MalibuEast.org
mailto:Dialogue@MalibuEast.org

