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Tenants celebrate mall entrance facelift

L to R: Jonnae Topper, JDT Medical Billing; Richard Ansenberger, 1st Com. Bank;
Lou Barhoumeh, Convenient Store; Matt Norkett, President, 1st Com. Bank; Sharleen
Fishman, H. M. Wagner Realty; Becky Salgado, Branch Manager, 1st Com. Bank;
Hyangsiel Lo, Malibu Cleaners; Claudia Fernandez, 1st Com. Bank.

Captain’s Walk
grand reopening
By Jack Winans

L to R: Anna Ivleva, Sheridan Hair &
Body Studio; Helen Wagner, H. M.
Wagner Realty

MECA’s Social Committee,
headed by Sandy Chaet, was
blessed with a bright, sunny day for the
grand reopening of the long-awaited
Captain’s Walk new handicappedaccessible entrance and weatherresistant vestibule. Several residents
tested the inside and outside ADA compliant ramps with automatic doors. Unfortunately, due to construction delays
and tornadic-strength winds that ripped
out windows in the Sheridan Road north
entrance curtain wall, the entrance that
will eventually give mall access from
the garage and through the lobby has
not been completed and opened for public use.
The Social Committee organized the
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mall tenants, and almost all had tables
of giveaways and refreshments. The
First Commercial Bank provided a balloon-blowing clown to entertain the
kids. Our Malibu East Webmaster,
Larry Rosen produced welcoming signs
for the mall windows and entrance.
Probably over 200 residents of Malibu,
Malibu East and neighboring buildings
attended. Several of our directors were
present to pass on good wishes to our
residents and mall tenants.
INTERVIEWS:
Helen Wagner, H. M. Wagner Realty
Jack: Helen, what do you think of the
new entrance?
Helen: I think it’s wonderful, I think it’s
so great, it’s going to be so great for
those who have difficulty coming down

SEE MALL PAGE 2)
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the residents of Malibu and Malibu East?

MALL continued from page 1
the stairs, plus we have much more visibility. People driving by are now aware
that there is a mall here with a bank, a
beauty shop, real estate office, doctor’s
office. We have a lot to offer right here.
Matthew W. Norkett, President, First
Commercial Bank
Jack: Matt, what do think of this new entrance?
Matthew: Outstanding! It’s going to give
a welcome to everyone, young and old.
Jack: Do you think this is going to help
your business?
Matthew: I certainly hope so. The Captain’s Walk is a great place for residents,
whether they live here or anywhere on
Sheridan Road.
Elaine Sundin, Malibu East resident

Elaine Sundin with Maggie Wagner

John Robinson using new ramp

Jack: How do you feel about the new entrance to the Captain’s Walk mall?
John: A swell improvement. I’ve been a
disability advocate all my life. I’m on all
sorts of boards. I’ve worked with the disabled throughout the state and to see another entryway made accessible is kudos
for the Captain’s Walk and I will be
sending a letter showing my thanks and
appreciation.
Belle Mest, Malibu director and Vice
President
Jack: Belle, What do you think of our
new entrance?
Belle: I think the new entrance is attractive, it’s noticeable. I believe you are going to get a lot more traffic off of the
street. People will understand now that
they can come in whether they are handicapped or not. It’s a very good move.
Marcel Molins, Malibu East President

Jack: Elaine, I see you have a beautiful
red handicapped cart here.
Elaine: It’s a gift from my cousin.
Jack: Would you tell us how you feel
about the new entrance?
Elaine: It’s fantastic! It is going to be
such a great help to me. I just feel that
the timing of getting the cart, which I had
a hard time using without the ramps, and
the ramp building is perfect, because I
cannot walk outside. I think it’s great and
I tested it and I’ll be glad when the part
that goes into the building is finished.
That’ll be great! I’m real happy!
John Robinson, Malibu resident and
disability advocate
(Malibu is connected to the Malibu East
Captain’s Walk mall by private elevator
maintained by Malibu East.)
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President Marcel Molins at mall opening

Jack: Marcel, what do you think will be
the effect of the new entrance? Do you
think that it will help to attract new customers to the mall? Do you think we will
be able to show a little bit of advertising?
And how do you think it going to be accepted by population in the local area and

Marcel: I do hope, and obviously the investment we have made has been made
with a very clear hope and intention, that
it would make the commercial mall more
available and also more visible to all the
neighboring buildings. And, obviously,
after obtaining all the appropriate permits
from the city, we would hope that we
would be able to put signage, which
would be obviously nice and delicate and
considerate of the fact that it is a residential area, but still would permit people
going by to very clearly identify this as a
commercial mall. Therefore we do think
that it is going to have a positive effect
for the mall generally and we believe for
the neighborhood because we believe it is
helpful to have this type of a small mall
in this area which is otherwise perhaps
not properly served by many merchants.
Jack: The other new entrance that leads
to our lobby and garage is not open yet.
Can you tell me approximately when it
will ready for use by the general public
and how much work has to be done yet?
Marcel: Well, I think that unfortunately
now we have an additional issue with respect to that entrance. If we leave aside
the Sheridan Road entrance, the window,
the one that blew away at the time of the
very heavy storms that we had over two
weeks ago, the remaining portion of the
construction should be completed in
about a week, maybe 10 days at the most.
What it needs is finalizing, basically call
it the small details, but important details
such as taping the strips on the ramp itself. Obviously in order to be safe it has
to have the tapes so that anyone coming
down with wheels doesn’t go down too
fast. Also a small wall needs to be built
next to the management office. We have
heard from the construction company
that all of those things will be done in the
next week or 10 days at the most. Therefore, we believe that passageway and entrance should be open to the public in
that time frame. The additional problem
now is the door (window) that blew out.
We have obviously had to contact the insurance company, and they have accepted that it is covered by the insurance
that we have for the building. Now we
need to go with process of getting archi(Continued on page 3)
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tects’ designs as every insurance company requires that, before you contract
the repairs necessary or the replacement
necessary, you have three bids. So we are
in the process, we have contracted with
the architects, they’ll prepare designs,
we’ll go to bid and it will take whatever
time, unfortunately, those processes take.
I do hope, however, it is not too long —
three, four, five weeks at the most. We
hope so.
Jack: Will those repairs hold up the opening of the new north lobby access entrance?
Marcel: I believe that it should not, because my expectation is that actually the
engineers who reviewed the door
(window) that blew out have suggested
that the whole area needs to be boarded
up. They believe that it could present
somewhat of a problem if we do not
board up the rest of the door (the curtain
wall, including windows and the door).
When we have done this, the reason it is
partially closed now is because, you
know, we felt there could be a risk, if
there were high winds again or whatever,
of the rest blowing up. If it is properly
boarded, I would imagine we should be
able to walk behind. So obviously we
will not be able to open the door, but at
least we could use the rest of the corridor. So, that would be my expectation
and my hope.
Participate in a
Creative Writing Group!
Six Thursdays This Fall:
November 9, 30
December 7, 14, 21, 28
7:00 to 9:30 pm
No prior experience, skills or
fees required, only interest in
creative writing and selfexpression!
Should be able to
attend all six sessions!
Refreshments Provided!
Location:
Home of Bill Keane
Unit # 39E / Malibu East
Best Group is 4-6 people!
Call now to discuss,
773-334-1644
wkeane@sbcglobal.net
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Letter to the Editor

NOTICE

My husband was almost hit by one of
your residents driving an SUV, license #
(number not publishe)!

To all our resident drivers
and guests:
Let’s be more careful out
there, folks! Drivers exiting
Malibu East need to be more
careful and observant of pedestrians on the crosswalks
on our driveway exits. Please
stop and look both ways
before crossing the sidewalk!

When we were walking east along Glenlake Avenue at noon, Sunday, a resident
came tearing out of your driveway without looking or stopping at the PUBLIC
sidewalk and almost hit my husband!
Please notify this person of our concern
and the danger posed by such reckless
driving. I can’t imagine what chance a
baby in a carriage or a dog being walked
would have had in such a situation. My
husband had to literally jump out of the
way to avoid being hit. Of course the
driver offered no apology.
Please also add a reminder notice in your
publication to all residents about such
careless and rude driving.
Margaret Hanson
Editor’s comment:
This letter was passed on to me by or
property manager, Chris Chiodo. I have
apologized to Mrs. Hanson for any discomfort to her husband caused by our
errant resident or guest as printed below:
Mrs. Hanson,

MECA events
Sponsored by the Social Committee
• Exotic Night
7:30pm Saturday, Nov. 4 — Egyptian
and Oriental entertainment. The evening’s highlight will be a performance by
Khazna Khalil, professional dancer &
teacher. Refreshments will be provided.
• Holiday party
6pm Wednesday, Dec. 13 in the lobby.
Refreshments and drinks will be provided. Residents are requested to donate
additional homemade or purchased hors
d'oeuvres or desserts.
• Hanukkah lighting
5:30pm Friday, Dec. 15 in the lobby.

My sincere apologies for the incident that
you relate in your letter.
As a dedicated walker along Sheridan
Road, my experience with this type of
incident is unfortunately quite common.
This type of carelessness appears to be
somewhat the norm with drivers all along
Sheridan Road. They seem to be concentrating on converging into traffic and
oblivious to pedestrians on the sidewalk.
Signage does not seem to be a viable
solution; I personally do not have faith in
signs as drivers tend to ignore even the
“No turn on red” at our Glenlake/
Sheridan Rd. intersection.
I’m sure that our management office will
contact the resident involved and as editor of the Dialogue, I will once again
bring up the subject in the Dialogue
along with a reprint of your e-mail.
Again, my sincere apologies and I hope
that we will be able to curtail this type of
behavior.

Notice to snowbirds
If you are going to be out of town for the
winter season, keep up with MECA
events by having the Dialogue mailed to
your winter home. Leave your name, unit
number, winter address and MECA
phone number at the doorman’s station or
at the management office in an envelope
addressed to the Dialogue editor. Also
include the dates of your departure and
return.
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MECA board meeting notes
by Elaine Winans
MECA board special
budget meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 3, 2006
Attendance: 9 directors, 1 management
representative, 2 residents.
Not present: Allan Eckardt, Leon T.
LeRoy, Barbara Murphy.
BUSINESS
1) Coinmach proposal.
Coinmach proposal by Account
Exec Robert Musser, including new
dryers, was reviewed. One proposed
system would not use coins, but a
magnetic card that will store money.
2) North Sheridan Road entrance
A solution to the drain problem
(flooding) cannot be obtained in a
short time. It had been hoped that the
several problems with this entrance
could be solved at the same time as
fixing the broken window and frame.
Bids have been received for replacing the north entrance door and the
glass curtain wall. A third quote will
be sought, and this project will go
forward.
3) Handicapped project
Some door opener installation; skidsurface installation and wall finishing remain. Should be done by Oct.
13.
4) Budget review highlights
A continuation of the Sep. 26 mtg.
The increase in insurance costs was
clarified and is due mainly to the increase in the building valuation.
Proposed additional items and
changes for the 2007 budget were reviewed by the directors present.
Due to several perceived future large
expenses, our 2007 budget and future projects were adjusted to project
in excess of $2 million in our reserve
fund at 2007 yearend. A budget item
for fencing the Sheridan Road parkway was added for 2007.
5) The hallway project
A floor-by-floor punch list is being
prepared to detail additional needed
work to bring the project to comple-

tion.
6) Balcony floor coverage
A proposal to amend our rules prohibiting attached balcony floor coverings will prohibit all floor coverings.
7) Enforcement of rules
The board feels the time has come to
start fining residents for violations of
rules and to more strictly discipline
employees for not following policy
concerning rules.
.
The meeting ended at 9:10pm and went
into closed session.

MECA board meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2006
Attendance: 8 board members, 1 management representatives and 9 residents.
Not present: Barbara Murphy, Marcia
Fishman, Marcel Molins, Martina Molins
Presiding: Vice Pres. Richard Strauss
OPEN FORUM 1
Resident comments and questions:
1) Resident with leak thanked the board
for solving the problem.
2) Remind residents to have towels
handy during rainstorms.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Neil Warner
Financial statement
Balance on hand, cash and reserves
— $3,157,617.52.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
1) Social and Educational
Sandy Chaet
Successful mall grand opening. Tenants appreciated the turnout.
Oct. 26 flu shots, Nov. 4 Exotic
Night, Dec. 13 holiday party, Dec.
14 Hanukkah lighting.
2) ASCO report
Sandy Chaet
Safety meeting at Temple Emanuel
Oct. 16.
3) 3) Garage
Note: Valet parkers are not allowed
in the garage at any time unless accompanied by garage personnel.
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Please keep in mind that the meeting
notes are not the official record of the
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The
official minutes are generally approved at
the following meeting and may be viewed
or copied in the management office.

4) Sports and Entertainment
Neil Warner
We held a fitness demonstration
Sept. 13 and approximately 25 residents attended. David Montgomery,
a certified trainer, demonstrated the
proper use of the equipment in the
Fitness Room and explained which
exercises benefit which parts of the
body. The yoga class is continuing
with 15 members.
MANAGEMENT REPORT
Items requiring immediate board action
1) Budget discussion
Budget approved for submission to
the owners.
2) Laundry room contract discussion
Third bid not received.
3) Elevator door detector quote
Replacement detectors needed, as
parts are not available for the old
ones. (These are in infrared detectors that detect carts or people and
keep the doors from closing until the
door area is open.)
Replacement approved.
4) ACM elevator billing proposal
Deferred to executive session.
5) North Sheridan Road entrance
Discussion on replacing the entire
curtain (glass) wall including the
door and also improving the drainage and insulation from weather with
thermo pane glass. Funds were approved for this project and for an engineering study.
Items not requiring board action
1) Garage construction
Our engineering firm is preparing
specifications for bidding. Some
shoring into the Captain’s Walk will
be necessary during this phase of the
project.
2) Satellite TV status
Periodic temporary disruptions of
service during the last storms.
3) Hallway remodeling project status
Walk-through report finalized
(surveying the entire project). Unit
marble door thresholds being
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cleaned. Painting touch-ups being
done and hallway signs will be replaced shortly. Carpeting is being
cleaned, the worst floors first.
4) Unit sales
20C
$292,500
17L
$186,700
10J
$232,500
33C
$286,000
25H
$225,000
36E
$245,000
13A
$375,000
5) Lobby circulation/handicapped
ramp access project
New mall entrance open. Discussion
on the color of anti-skid striping for
the handicapped ramps.
6) Critical & ongoing façade inspection
Repairs not necessary on the north
side this year, but drops will be used
to remove “loose” concrete to satisfy
city façade ordinance requirements.
The meeting ended at 8:55pm and went
into closed session.

Exotic Night
Join us at 7:30pm on Saturday, Nov. 4
for an evening of exotic entertainment
sponsored by MECA’s Social Committee. The evening’s highlight will be a
performance of belly dancing by the professional exotic dancer and teacher
Khazna Khalil.
Refreshments will be provided — there is
no charge for the party, but RSVPs were
requested by Wed., Oct. 25 so that the
Social Committee could plan to have
enough refreshments on hand.
Ms. Khalil performs at the Sigara Hookah Lounge, 2013 W. Division, 773-2929190, and at the Kan Zaman, 617 N.
Wells St., 312-751-9600. She also holds
classes in exotic dancing at the Rast Ballet Studio, 1803 W. Byron #201. More
information, videos and pictures are
available at www.khaznakhalil.com.
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What’s happening
around the building
by Chris Chiodo, MECA Manager
Assessments: Assessments are due by
the first of each month. A late charge will
be assessed for any delinquent account
on the close of business on the 15th of
each month.
Please send remittance to:
Malibu East Condo Assoc.
% Sudler – 80
8401 Innovation Way
Chicago, IL 60682-8401
The management office will not accept
assessment checks.
New handicapped entrance: As of
Monday, Oct. 23, the new handicapped
entrance and ramp is open for use. The
new hallway and stairway connected to
the handicapped entrance will be closed
until further notice. Approximately three
weeks ago, a severe storm caused major
damage to the north Sheridan Road entrance to the Captain’s Walk. For your
safety it will remain closed until repairs
are completed. Please do not try to enter
this area; it will be blocked off with tape
and construction horses.

Budget: A copy of the proposed 2007
budget has been mailed out for your review. Please contact the management office if you did not receive a copy.
Driveway and 15-minute parking:
Please refrain from exiting the Malibu
East property from the west entrance of
the driveway onto Sheridan Road; this
driveway is for entrance only. Please follow signs as they are posted on the
atrium walls. In addition, the entire staff
has been informed to keep better track of
the 15-minute parking. After your 15
minutes are up, a phone call will be made
to you to request that you remove your
vehicle immediately. After any failure to
come down and remove your car or answer your phone the front desk personnel
have been instructed to have your vehicle
immediately towed away at your expense. There will be no exceptions made
for anyone.
E-Mail: You may contact the management office or the board of directors for
any reason, requests, concerns, problems,
etc. Send to: malibueast@awb.us

Three from MECA run
By Jack Winans
Among the seven athletic events that LaSalle Bank sponsored this year, the Chicago Marathon was the last and the most
prestigious, with 34,698 contestants doing this year’s 26.2-mile run through the
heart of Chicago. Among those thousands were Malibu East’s Joe LeSanche
and Terry and Beth Ruppe. Joe says that
his time of 3:39:42 was not his best. Beth
says her time (4:07:01) was her all-time
best, but that Terry’s time (3:50:18) wasn’t — he had horrible cramps. This was
Beth’s fourth and Terry’s eight marathons.
Joe was out running the day after the
marathon and Beth said she’d be out the
following day. Both Terry and Beth belong to the Edgewater Swim Club on
Granville, where they take yoga lessons
and work out with weights.

Beth and Terry Ruppe
The Ruppe’s two children are competitive swimmers. It was through them, and
the fathers of the team’s swimmers, that
the Ruppes got into running. The Ruppes
do one race away from Chicago each
year and do a lot of 5K and 8K races in
the Chicago area starting in March, just
about one every weekend. They normally
run about 25 miles a week and then up it
to 40 to 50 preparing for a marathon.
The Ruppes’ children were among the
spectators this year — Beth hopes that
more people will come out and experience this wonderful event next year.
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Community
Calendar
by Miriam Romain
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
BERGER PARK
CULTURAL CENTER
Computer class
For seniors (over 50)
Fridays, 2–4pm FREE
6205 N. Sheridan Rd.
773-761-0376
EDGEWATER
BRANCH LIBRARY
CAPS 24th Dist. Beat #2433
Come meet our beat police.
Wednesday, Nov. 1, 7pm
(1st Wed. of every month)
EDGEWATER
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Antique map collection exhibit
1–4pm Saturdays
5358 N. Ashland Ave.
773-506-4849
ST. ANDREW GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH
Massage & more
11:30am Nov. 2
St. Andrews Gym
5649 N. Sheridan Rd.
773-334-4515
THEATER/SHOWINGS
ACTORS WORKSHOP THEATER
“Proof”
8pm Fri./Sat., 3pm Sun., $20
1044 W. Bryn Mawr
773-728-7529
CITY LIT THEATRE COMPANY
“Christmas As We Grow Older”
8pm Fri./Sat, 3pm Sun.
1020 W. Bryn Mawr
Call for ticket information
773-293-3682
GRIFFIN THEATRE COMPANY
“Dead Ends”
7:30pm Thu.–Sat., 3pm Sun.
Through Nov. 12, call for prices
5404 N. Clark St.
773-769-2228
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LAKESHORE
THEATER
“The Water Coolers”
Thursday–Sunday
Call for times and
prices
3175 N. Broadway
773-472-3492
LIFELINE THEATRE
“A Room With A View”
7:30pm Fri., 4 & 8pm Sat., 5:30pm
Sun., $14
6912 N. Glenwood
773-761-4477
MERCURY THEATER
“Transference”
Regular run begins Nov. 15
Call for times
$39.50 Tue.–Thu., Sun. evenings
$46.50 Fr., Sat. and Sun. matinees)
3745 N. Southport Ave.
773-325-1700
NEO-FUTURISTS
“Drag”
8pm Thu.–Sat. $15
5153 N. Ashland
773-275-5255
RAVEN THEATRE
“American Buffalo”
East Stage
8pm Fri.–Sat., 3pm Sun., $25
6157 N. Clark
773-338-2177

MECA EVENTS/MEETINGS
Exotic Night
Egyptian and Oriental
entertainment
Sat., Nov. 4, 7:30
Windjammer Room
Dialogue Committee meeting
Tuesday, Nov. 21
7:30pm — Community Room
Thursday afternoon
discussion group
Thursday, Nov. 16
(every 3rd Thurs. of month)
2:00pm — Community Room
MECA board meeting
Tuesday, Nov. 28
7:30pm — Windjammer Room
Leave event and meeting notices at the
desk for the Dialogue.

November 2006

November holidays
November 1
Christian: All Saints Day
Day honoring all saints, known and unknown.

November 2
Christian: All Souls Day
Commemoration of the faithful departed;
called “Day of the Dead” in Mexico.

November 5
Sikh: Guru Nanak’s Birthday
Commemorates the birth of the founder
of the Sikh religion.

November 12
Baha’i: Birthday of Baha’u’llah
Celebrates the birth of the prophetfounder of the Baha’i faith.

November 15
Rastafarian: Haile Selassie
Coronation Day
Day honoring the crowning of Haile
Selassie, emperor of Ethiopia and Messiah of the Rastafarian faith.

November 23
U.S.: Thanksgiving
National holiday generally observed as
an expression of gratitude to God for the
bounty of the autumn harvest. Commemorates a feast held in 1621 by the
Pilgrims and the Wampanoag.

November 24
Sikh: Guru Tegh Bahadur Martyrdom
Time of remembering the execution of
Guru Tegh Bahadur, ninth of the ten Gurus who founded Sikhism.

November 26
Baha’i: Day of the Covenant
Commemorates the designation of Baha’u’llah’s son, Abdu’l-Baha.
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good. I took part of it home and
had the best steak and eggs with
the leftovers. The meal had black
beans and an empanada with the
steak. I added salsa verde to the
beans and then some sour cream.
This became my favorite side
dish – much better than the bland
refried beans that they give with
other dishes. Ara had chili rellenos with chorizo and really appreciated the taste of this item. They
are so quick to accommodate the
guests that you will feel at home.

Restaurant review
By Betty Mayian
That Little Mexican Café
Guess what? Bryn
Mawr is really becoming a place to go in the
Edgewater area. The
first restaurant to open
was the wonderful
Francesca’s on Bryn
Mawr. They are to be
commended for breaking ground in a
neighborhood that had started to go down
and didn’t get many restaurant-goers.
The Flourish Bakery is wonderful and
has spent a great deal of money on remodeling and renovating their store and
restaurant – plus they are using coffee
from Metropolis (our local coffee maker
on Granville). Starbucks has a presence
that really brings in the casual coffee
drinker; and they have an outdoor café
atmosphere. Nookies is going to be on
Bryn Mawr, really! It has a deli atmosphere, and people really rave about their
breakfast food as well as a great brunch/
lunch menu. They’ll have outdoor dining,
too. And remember the mantra –
“Nookies is coming.”
So, what else is coming? Remember that
old Walgreen’s that used to be on the
southeast corner of Bryn Mawr and Winthrop? For years it was an eyesore –
boarded up and seemingly always sporting a sign that said “Coming Soon,” with
a sketch of some fabulous building on it.
We have patience here, we believed it
would come and now it has. That old
Walgreen’s is now a beautiful, clean,
colorful, charming, and very good restaurant called That Little Mexican Café. The
parking is quite available during the day,
especially if you are going to the stores
that have opened up in that old spot Walgreen’s once occupied – they have 36
parking spaces in the rear of the stores. A
bank and a UPS store are there, among
others. My own hair stylist is across the
street at Salon 54, so everything is conveniently located. I almost forgot that my
husband Ara’s hair is cut on Bryn Mawr.
One of the theaters we frequent is City
Lit Theatre, located in the Edgewater
Presbyterian Church on the northeast
corner at Kenmore (kitty-cornered from
Francesca’s). Now, all we need are some
retail stores for shopping.

Page 7

I have to say that I am very happy about
the quality of the food that we have eaten
at That Little Mexican Café. They have
all kinds of old and new recipes from the
Mexican community. The service has
been excellent. Everyone is friendly and
willing to let you alter the spiciness of
your order. The chips were great — fresh
and crispy and not too salty. The table
salsa was just right to go along with the
chips. The salsa was also excellent in
upping the heat in the guacamole. That
guacamole was right up there with the
best ever. I was surprised that they haven’t brought along their unique way of
making the guacamole at your table (like
their restaurant in Evanston), but when
we went back for dinner, the guacamole
lady came around and you have your
own version made especially for you. But
the taste and presentation of the luscious
dip, in a granite bowl that looks like a
mountain in Mexico, was superb and
that’s what we are after, after all. The
owners, Hilary and Portfirio Balderas,
will really go out of their way to make
this place work.
Ara had a pork tamal dish (tamale to you)
and he had two sauces to go along with
the two tamales. One was a mole that I
was sure he wouldn’t like, but he loved
it. The other sauce was a green sauce
verde that is made from tomatillos and
spices. Again, I could eat this sauce and
enjoy my dish without having to cool my
mouth and throat from the “heat.” My
steak burritos were great and were
stuffed with lettuce, tomato, pico de gallo
and some sour cream inside the rolled
flour tortilla. I asked for more sour cream
and got it quickly. At our dinner meal on
Saturday, I ordered skirt steak medium
and got one of the tastiest steaks ever.
Very thin and a bit chewy, but it was so

The lunch menu is almost the
same, but the prices are much better, so
start at lunch and you’ll come back for
dinner. I had the black bean soup for
lunch on the third time at That Little
Mexican Café and really enjoyed it. This
is great for the neighborhood.
The standard menu items are available,
such as nachos, quesadillas, black bean
or tortilla soups, sopes, taquitos, six different salads, tacos, gorditas, enchiladas,
burritos and tostadas. Their extra special
menu items include shrimp chipotle and
sea scallops that are going to be my next
meal, chile rellenos (veggie or con chorizo), shredded duck flautas, and tamales.
The grilled selections are varied and have
pork, duck breast, skirt steak, chicken,
shrimp and grilled portabellas, enough to
find something new every day for a
month.
The liquor license hadn’t arrived yet, and
the restaurant is on a BYOB policy. This
shouldn’t bother most people, unless they
are waiting for the signature margaritas.
The license may be in place when this
article is printed. Now, I never met a
dessert I didn’t like, and I am sure that
theirs are no exception. I am ready to try
the banana flameado, which, when sliced
and sautéed in butter and brown sugar,
and then coffee liquor is poured and
flamed, is going to be my special favorite. Also listed are flan, ice cream,
crepes, sorbets, bread pudding, fried tortilla and chocolate mousse cake. As of
now I haven’t had any, but that will
change, I know.
1055 West Bryn Mawr
773/769-1004
Sun.–Thu. 11am–9:30pm
Fri.–Sat. 11am–11:30pm
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Life in the building
Part 2

By Bill Keane 39E
The photo did it!
Last month, I wrote my
first article for the
Malibu East Dialogue,
“The Malibu East Challenge: Creating Our
Future!” And the feedback has been most
interesting. In the article, I summarized
my response to a question I asked of our
Board candidates for re-election: What
do you think will be the greatest challenge(s) facing Malibu East over the
next 3-5 years? My response and challenge to each of us was to initiate
“random acts of community and communication” to enhance our “life in the
building.” My first short list of ideas included:
• Learning about the diversity and
needs of our community by conducting
a comprehensive survey for all residents to complete, then holding a town
meeting to share the results and do
some spontaneous planning.
• Putting some appropriate bulletin
boards on the elevators where interesting news can be shared daily and residents can be invited to participate.
• Holding floor meetings or parties at
least twice a year to get to know our
neighbors.
Well, the photo did it! The Dialogue editor, Jack Winans, insisted that he have a
photo of me with the article, so I complied with an old stock photo from work.
Because of that photo, the response has
been most interesting. From our garage
hikers, to MECA board members, to
strangers on the elevator, to residents of
other condos on Sheridan Road, I have
heard compliments and suggestions. It
has been most encouraging.
There was at least one letter to the editor,
published this month in its entirety, from
Patrick Corriere, who touted all the great
things we know and appreciate about
Malibu East, while reminding us of some
of the other buildings that “don’t have it
as good.” I hope he didn’t think I was
being negative. My major concern or
“complaint” is the apathy or lack of involvement that seems to have evolved
precisely because things are run so well.
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As in a democracy, governance and operations are only healthy when there is
strong involvement and accountability
from the “electorate.” We must all do our
part to support this “life in the building”
that is most essential for our successful
future.
And, picking up on some of Patrick’s
points about the staff, we need to do
more to compliment our staff members,
both informally and through written comments to Chris Chiodo, about the good
work they do and how they play a role in
the “life of the building.” As one garage
hiker said to me, they really care about
the residents, too. It was most gratifying
to hear how many staff read the Dialogue
and are interested in our community issues.
So, what’s next? Well, for me, I am going to pursue my initial recommendations
— Resident Survey, Elevator Bulletin
Boards, and Floor Meetings — through
appropriate channels, of course. I’m also
re-offering to facilitate a creative writing
group for six Thursday nights in November and December (see notice, page 3).
Also, I might even go to that Exotic
Night on Nov. 4. And I hope I get my
photo published with this article and
meet more people on the elevator. It’s a
lot more fun than just looking at the numbers change.
And what are you going to do this month
for the “life of the building”? Let me
know your thoughts. You can reach me at
wkeane@sbcglobal.net or 773-334-1644.

Letter to the editor
Dear Jack Winans,
I was very impressed with Bill Keane’s
article in the October issue of the Malibu
East Dialogue.
While I have lived in Chicago for 22
years, I am also a new resident to Edgewater and the Malibu East Condominium
building.
After living in the building for a year, I
have some thoughts I would like to share
with Bill and my fellow residents.
While it’s easy to complain, few of us
take the time to compliment the staff and
board on the wonderful job they do every
day of the year. I have a few observations

November 2006
I would like to point out to my fellow
residents.
The building is routinely kept clean and
is well maintained. The doormen look
sharp in their new uniforms. The staff in
receiving processes my deliveries in an
efficient and pleasant manner. It’s always
convenient for me to retrieve my mail or
to catch a cab. I love shopping for incidentals at the convenience store or picking up dry cleaning in the mall. Shortterm parking in the garage is fast, efficient, and a bargain for two dollars. The
hallway is beautifully decorated during
the December holiday season. Helpful
information is shared with me when I
read the monthly Malibu East Dialogue.
It’s always convenient for me to do my
laundry in the building’s laundry room. I
enjoy speaking with my fellow residents
and meeting their charming pets, while
using the freight elevator.
While I might not be able to attend a lot
of outside functions in the building because of my work schedule, it’s nice to
know that they are being held for the
building’s residents.
Some other condominium buildings don’t
have it as good. Their residents are very
unhappy. Listen to some of their common complaints. The property manager is
never there when you visit his/her office.
He/she does not have a secretary. There
is no communication from the building
management and the board. The residents
have no idea what is going on in the
building. The doormen have attitude. The
parking staff in the garage is rude.
They’re not careful when parking or retrieving my car. The building is not well
maintained and it’s not very clean. There
may be a special assessment charged to
residents this year, and some residents
can’t afford it. There are no special activities or parties planned for the residents. The walls are paper thin. I hear
everything in my neighbor’s unit. Shopping in the building is nonexistent. The
machines in the laundry room are always
out of order.
I could go on, but you get my point. Appreciate what you have in this building.
Other condominium buildings in the city
have it much worse. I know. I was on the
board of my last building.
Patrick Corriere, Unit 15G
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Election year 2006
By Betty Mayian
The next elections will
be Tuesday Nov. 7,
2006. At that time we
will choose our favorite candidates for federal, county and statewide offices. You will
see candidates from up to four different
parties (Democrat, Republican, Green
and Independent) plus write-in candidates. Early voting was allowed from
Oct. 16 to Nov. 2 and you are allowed to
vote early at the places allowed – near us
is Warren Park, 6601 N. Western Ave.,
or downtown at 69 W. Washington (LL).
By proving that you are a citizen and live
here in Malibu East, you will be able to
vote in this election — even if you forgot
to register. It will be a NEW and unique
way that Chicago is handling this issue.
Now is the time to make sure you are
registered to vote in this precinct (22), of
this ward (48) in the City of Chicago,
State of Illinois. This may come as a surprise to some of you who have moved
into Malibu East recently, but we are a
precinct all by ourselves — the residents
of this building vote right in the lobby.
That’s right! Not only is it convenient,
but also no one else can vote here except
us. No excuse about weather, traffic, long
walks to vote or long waits in line. We
know how important it is to vote and
express our views, so take the time to
register to vote now, before you forget. If
you have difficulty reading English, remember that the ballots are also written
in Spanish and Chinese. For other languages, we have a booklet that could help
you, or, you may bring one friend to
translate the ballot.
If you would still like to vote by absentee
ballot, go to 33 N. LaSalle, 2nd floor,
weekdays from 8am to 6pm. Saturday
hours are 9am to 4pm, and Sundays are
9am to 1pm. Also, be aware that there
are other ways to register for the next
election, and they are:
A citizen may register to vote:
• At any branch of the Chicago Public
Library during normal business hours.
Our local library is at 1210 W. Elmdale.
• At volunteer Deputy Registrars

throughout the City of Chicago.
By mail utilizing the N.V.R.A.
form.*
• At area registration locations in each
of Chicago's 50 wards during the
weekend prior to the close of voter
registration.
*Unless disabled or in the military, persons who register by mail (N.V.R.A.
form) must vote in person at the polling
place or by in-person absentee voting the
first time they vote.
Who is qualified to register to vote?
Any person who is a citizen of the United
States on Election Day; and will be at
least 18 years of age on or before the date
of the next election; and be a resident of
the precinct at least 30 days as of the date
of the next election.
Changing your voter registration
Address change
A voter who has moved within the City
of Chicago must either transfer his/her
registration to the new address or must
re-register to vote from the new address.
There are four ways to transfer your registration, all of which require your signature.
• Complete the back of your voter
identification card and mail it to the
Board of Elections;
• Submit a change of address postcard
to the Board of Elections;
• Notify the Board of Elections in
writing of the address change, or;
• Complete the back of the green registration receipt that was issued to you
when you registered to vote.
The Board of Elections must receive a
change-of-address request no later than
29 days prior to an election.
•

You may not change your address via the
Internet. A change of address requires
your signature so that it can be compared
against the signature we have on file.
Name change
Any previously registered voter who
changes his/her name must re-register
and cancel the former registration. A
change of name requires a new registration and a new signature from the applicant.
Absentee registration
A person may qualify to register to vote
by mail if the applicant is absent from
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his/her place of
residence on
United States
business or if
the applicant is unable to appear because
he/she is outside the territorial limits of
the United States.
A federal or state employee who is absent from his/her residence because of
government or state business has the
right to maintain his/her previous local
residence for voting purposes.
The Board of Election must receive mail
application for voter registration not less
than 30 days before the next election in
order for the person to be eligible to vote
in the election.
For further information contact the Absentee Department of the Chicago Board
of Elections at: 312-269-7967.
Members of the United States Armed
Forces
Registration requirements do not apply to
members of the United States Armed
Forces on active duty, members of the
United States Armed Forces who have
been discharged within 60 days before an
election, or to certain qualified residents
who are absent from Cook County.
Persons with a disability
Any qualified applicant who is disabled
and unable to appear at a registration
location may apply to be registered to
vote over the telephone or in writing.
Upon receipt of the request, a registration
officer from the Board will be sent to
take the registration in person. To request
the registration of a disabled applicant,
contact the Community Services Division
at 312-269-7851.
Everyone should be aware of the changes
in the ways we can vote for this election.
First of all, those touch-screen machines
that were available for the handicapped
are brand new. The ones we used in the
March primary have been sold to Nevada. We have a new one for this year
that is easier to use for the handicapped
and for those who would rather use them
than marking a paper ballot. The problem
is we only have one machine and it will
not be as quick as using the paper ballot.
The paper ballot change this year is for
the voter to complete a line next to the
candidate of choice, using a special pen
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that has to be returned to the judges. The
privacy shield must also be returned after
slipping your ballot into our old faithful
ballot scanner. It will work almost like
prior elections, but, if you under-vote, it
will not spit out and ask if that is okay.
An under-vote will be accepted as is. An
over-vote will spit out, and the judge will
ask if you want to go to a voter’s booth
and check out your error or have your
vote accepted as is. The judge may push
the button that accepts the sheet as is. It
will spit out if the judge forgets to initial
the sheet. If that happens, take your ballot to the judge doing the initialing and
have them fix it. Then the voter would
bring it back to be fed back into the ballot scanner.
Obviously the future voting will be with
more touch-screen machines in each precinct. With only one available, the fastest
and easiest way to vote will be by paper
ballot at any of our voting booths. There
will not be a TV on to distract the voters.
That really got in the way and was noisy.
Paperwork for the judges should be a
little easier, except at the station where
the paper ballots are handed out. The
judge initials and also has to enter ward
48 and precinct 22 numbers and also remember to underline their initials with
special pens. I wish you all good voting.

Winter holiday
decorating
contest
by Jack Winans
Decorations for the fourth annual unit
door and residential hallway winter holiday decorating contest must be displayed
by noon Sunday, Dec. 19 to be eligible
for judging. Floor decorations are not
acceptable.
Please hang decorations from the door
knocker, the doorknob or from a strap
over the top of the door. Management
requests that all decorations be hung with
no damage to the unit doors. The cost of
repairing nail holes will be passed on to
unit owners.
If you would like to be a judge
(anonymous), please contact the Dialogue by Dec. 12. Judges must be willing
to inspect all 42 residential floors.

Malibu East Dialogue

Page 11

Malibu East resident
pens new comedy
By Miriam Romain
A new comedy, written
by Malibu East’s own
Lee Scheier, opens to
the public Nov. 12 at the
Mercury Theater on
Southport. The play,
Transference, centers on five characters.
In the play, a doctor has developed a new
high-speed transference technique to cure
the craziest of patients. Among the
characters in the play is a prominent
attorney who believes he is a whippet and
wants to race in Florida. The catch is, he
needs to be cured of this belief because
he is about to be named to the bench.
Transference is directed by Jeff Lee,
staff associate director for Disney
Theatrical Productions. He was associate
director of such plays as Tarzan and The
Lion King on Broadway and directed the
Chicago and London productions of the
Lion King.
“When I first read the script for
Transference, I truly loved the ‘insane’
humor. The opportunities it presented for
crazy, onstage antics promised great fun
in the rehearsal hall and in the theater.
Plus being driven by character and
situation, it also allows for good story,”
said Lee.

“I believe this play is not only extremely
funny, but it is a tremendous amount of
fun. When you’re [in the theater], you’re
really having a good time. I think it’s
kind of a rarity in theater these days,”
Scheier said.
Scheier moved to Chicago 20 years ago.
He and his wife, Janet Franz, have lived
in Malibu East about eight years. Scheier
earned his journalism degree from
Columbia College and is a freelance
writer. His articles have appeared in the
Chicago Tribune Sunday Magazine and
Chicago magazine.

Balcony tomatoes
update
By Jack Winans

Also on board is theatrical manager
Karen Leahy, who suggested Jeff Lee,
whom she had worked with on Bleacher
Bums at the Royal George Theater in
Chicago, to direct the play.
The cast is a veritable who’s who from
Chicago theater, performing at
Steppenwolf, Court and Chicago
Shakespeare theaters. The set designer is
from the Lyric Opera, and the costume
designer is from the Steppenwolf
Theatre.
“All these people, the only reason they’ve
come aboard is because of how much
they loved the script,” Scheier said.
“They’re very busy. They can pick and
choose what they want to do.”
After two grueling days of auditioning
140 actors for five parts, 35 were chosen
as finalists for a one-day marathon
session. From those, the five were
chosen.

One last potted tomato plant showed a
desire to provide us with more tomatoes,
so it was brought into the house and
placed in a window and given extra light
from a “sun” type bulb. It’s doing better
than expected, and after picking four
“inside” tomatoes, it has eight turning
red, three green.
An attempt to flower failed as the flowers
dried and dropped. The last ripening
tomatoes appear to be a last-ditch attempt
of a dying, drying plant to propagate.
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Dear Etta Kitt,
I’m not a cleaning
fanatic
or
a
“germaphobic.” My
sink has its share of
piled-up dirty dishes
and the beds don’t
always get made by
bedtime — but I don’t
feel that I have to put up with other
people’s dirty habits. I’m especially
peeved at one person who always sorts
their dirty laundry on the laundry room
tables. These tables are for clean laundry
only!
The Malibu East Rules and Regulations
specifically mention this, so it’s not like
the person doesn’t know this (even if they
don’t know any better!).
While I’m at it, why do others slam and
bounce the dryer doors open so that
they’re hanging out into the aisle and

forcing me to unload my armful of clothes
in order to close the doors and get by.

Dear Unfanatic,
I can understand why you would not want
to sort your clean clothes on a surface
possibly contaminated with someone’s
germs or at the least with their sweat and
dirt.
Some residents either don’t know the
rules or choose to ignore them. Perhaps
you could mention to the offender, in a
non-confrontational way, that they may
not be aware of this rule.
Any more than this might cause an
unfriendly confrontation, and is it really
worth going to that extreme? To borrow
and paraphrase an old saying, “Live and
let live, and you’ll live to see another
day.”

Malibu East Dialogue
'Town Crier'
announcements
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We welcome all new residents to our building, including:

by Rodica Ilc

If you have information concerning talented or famous
MECA residents, please contact the Dialogue.

Balcony Man by Scott Virzi
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 association offices!
PHONE: (773) 275-0110

HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

We Cool the Heat – And Heat the Cool

DR. JACK P. HORBAL

Celebrating our 50 Year

DENTIST

th

Heating and Air Conditioning
since 1956

CAPTAIN’S WALK
6033 N. SHERIDAN RD.
CHICAGO, IL 60660

(773) 539-5225

Dr. Curtis Day
Dr. Steven Hettinger
Chiropractic Physicians

773 784 4024
Serving
Sheridan Road

Chestnut Cleaning Service
312-332-5575
•
•
•
•
•

Home, sm. business and sm. buildings cleaning service.
Landlord and/or tenant move in and out cleaning.
Party-hosts: complete before and after party clean up.
Construction/Rehab dust & debris cleaning and much more.
We respectively clean for AIDS, cancer and other ill patients;
also the mentally, physically and emotionally challenged,
severe depression, elderly, divorced, deceased and much,
much more. Bonded and Insured.
• We use our own cleaning supplies at no additional cost.
• Excellent references in your building/neighborhood.

MECA MARKETPLACE
Advertisement design FREE!
Clipart and layout included
Malibu East Dialogue
Malibu East Condo. Assn.
6033 N. Sheridan Road
Office 773-271-1732
www.MalibuEast.org
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org

1480 W. Catalpa
(Just east of 5500 N. Clark Street)
(773) 275-7977
Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available
Serving Our Community with Pride

Sheridan Hair & Body Studio
TOTAL BEAUTY CARE FOR THE FAMILY
HOURS:
Tuesday
9:30-5:00
6033 N SHERIDAN RD
Wednesday 9:00-7:00
CAPTAIN’S WALK
Thursday
9:30-6:00
CHICAGO, IL 60660
Friday
9:00-7:00
Saturday
8:00-5:00
TELEPHONE: (773) 561-6595
Sunday by appointment only
(773) 561-6596
CLOSED MONDAY

Malibu Convenient Food Mart
6033 N. Sheridan in the Captain’s Walk
Stop in for
coffee – and.

Fresh pastries
delivered daily

Mon/Fri
8 am to 9 pm
Saturday
8:30 am to 8 pm
Sunday
9 am to 5 pm

For Delivery Call: 773-769-5440
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 association offices!
Leaky Faucet?
Fixing or Remodeling?
Electrical problem?
No problem…

Has your insurance company advised you to “get your
things appraised”?
Or, perhaps you want to know the value of that oil painting, silver tea service, or antique furniture piece…

Call (708)774-8330

I can help you.
I am a professional appraiser of residential contents, certified at the highest level by the American
Society of Appraisers.

I. G. REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION

I have 26 years of experience as an independent
Appraiser in Chicago. And
I am a Malibu neighbor.

Call Claudio Berstein, your neighbor for
handyman services

Quality Remodeling, Kitchen, Bath, Painting

GEORGE IONESCU
6033 N. Sheridan Rd. Suite 30M Office (773) 275-7057
Chicago, IL 60660
Cell (773) 936-3436
E-Mail igremodeling@yahoo.com Fax (773) 275-7057

Breast cancer fundraiser
Pink Fling
By Jack Winans
The Pink Fling fundraiser was fortunate in
having the weather
cooperate for their
event. Buffalo had just received 24
inches of snow, but this October 14 day
was sunny and windless with a crisp 50º
temperature. Rosemont was blocked off
to automobile traffic from Broadway
west to the alley, and a multitude of tents
were filled with food and merchandise
vendors’ tables. At the Broadway end, a
stage was set with musical instruments
and a sound system. At the alley end
were inflatable kid’s attractions. The
event was scheduled for noon to 6pm.
An interview with Dawn Glapion,
Soothe Your Senses Director of Spa
Services.
Jack: Dawn, what is going on here?
Dawn: Well, Soothe Your Senses organized this breast cancer fundraiser. Everything that we make here today [from

Call me if you have a
home/business item or
roomful that you want appraised… for a will/trust, insurance claim, donation, or any other purpose.
Pamela Pierrepont Bardo
Bardo Consulting Group, Inc.
312-372-9216

Soothe Your Senses
sales] is going to the
National Breast Cancer
Foundation. We have
live entertainment all
day. We have food
venders and artists and
spa services going on
all day and everything
goes to National Breast
Cancer Foundation.
Jack: How many vendors do you have
out here today, and what percentage of
the proceeds will go to the cancer foundation?
Dawn: Well, let’s see, we have 10 vendors today, and all of the vendors are
donating a portion of their proceeds, 50
percent from the food vendors and all the
rest of the vendors can donate as much as
they want, but they have a minimum donation of 10 percent. The spa is donating
everything that we make from spa services.
Jack: What services is the spa offering
today?
Dawn: We are doing mini services, so

people will pay for short services. Today
we are offering sugar scrub hand treatments; head, neck and shoulder massages; aromatherapy head and neck treatments; chair massage; and mini facials.
Customers can enter a raffle and with the
raffle tickets they can purchase spa services.
Jack: How long has the spa been at this
location?
Dawn: This is the first Sooth Your
Senses spa to open up; we actually
started the company as a product line
three years ago. This spa opened in November of 2005.
Soothe Your Senses
6260 N. Broadway
773-262-4246

Malibu East Dialogue

November 2006

Page 15

Reach 500 units here plus 50 association offices!
3 BR
Awesome
views of lake
and Skyline
5555
N. Sheridan
$340,000
Need a 1 BR
for Rent

BAIRD&WARNER

Selling or Buying

Mocky Sire

Realtor
Cell: 773-497-0404
Fax: 773-334-8452

Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists
Get your BEST VALUE through
the Rogers Park/Edgewater Experts!

mocky.sire@bairdwarner.com
737 N. Michigan Avenue, #1800
Chicago, IL 60611

•
•
•

Wondering what’s for Sale or Rent?
Call for your FREE Market Update
Your Neighbor,
Percy L. Smith
REALTOR

We have Interested Buyers Now

HAVE A HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Expert service, Buying, selling
or renting — contact Percy

773-334-0200
WAGNER REALTY SERVICES

Active listings
39K, 38G, & 26D
A.A.Kaplan Enterprises.
Energetic movers of real estate,
professional real estate
appraisers, mortgage brokers.
Insurance producers: life, health,
home, auto, business.
Ph
773-394-1070
773-394-1066
773-715-6436.
Fax: 773-394-1090.
E-mail: al@kaplanchicago.com

FREE Advertising

Ÿ BUYING
Ÿ SELLING
Ÿ RENTING

MOCKY SIRE

6148 N. Lincoln Ave.
Chicago, Illinois 60659
Business (773) 583-6500
Home (773) 271-7649
Cell (773) 520-1945
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net

FREE Market Evaluation

HMWagnerRealty@sbcglobal.net
6033 N. Sheridan – Suite 9 Ÿ Captain’s Walk Mall

Preferred Limousine
S

E

R

Your Chauffeur

V

I

C

Gunar A. Barkans

WEBSITE: preferred-limousines.com

We are working
for your future

MECA MARKETPLACE
Advertisement design FREE!
Clipart and layout included
Malibu East Dialogue
Malibu East Condo. Assn.
6033 N. Sheridan Road
Office 773-271-1732
www.MalibuEast.org
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org

E

S,

I

N

C

CELL 773 213-2113
E-mail: gab1441@earthlink.net

ASK ABOUT OUR

Malibu Resident Neighbors’ DISCOUNTS!

5943 N Broadway
Chicago, Illinois 60660
Speak 773.878-7233
www.BarkBarkClub.com
Now offering
Dog walking &
Cat Sitting services
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Comments wanted
By Jack Winans, Editor
Last month the Dialogue published an
article by Mark Pearlman concerning 10
facts about condominium ownership. The
Dialogue will comment on those 10 facts,
one each month for the next 10
months ,and urges our owners to contribute to the comments.
Top 10 facts to know
before you decide to
own a condominium
By Mark Pearlman Chicago Tribune
8/6/06
Q. I moved into a condominium 10 years
ago. The next year I became a board
member. Owners in my building think
that board members can solve every
problem for them. People who move into
condos think they live in apartments and
board members are landlords.
I would appreciate a list for the condo
complainers of the top 10 things you
need to know to live in a condo.
A. For condominium owners, some of

Malibu East Dialogue
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whom complain, but most of whom appreciate the time spent by volunteer
board members:

Malibu East
Condominium

1. Expect assessments to increase annually; years of no assessment increases
will lead to a large special assessment for
deferred expenses.
Editorial comment:
Not since the very early days (the 1980s)
of our association has the board found it
necessary to impose a special assessment
on our owners. However much we grumble about yearly increases in assessments,
we must support and welcome the financial acumen and planning by which our
board has accumulated that wonderful
nest egg of reserve funds that serves us
so well, especially through all of the additional hardships that city ordinances
have imposed on us.

6033 N. Sheridan Road
Chicago IL 60660-3033
773-271-1732

So remember, when you see the 2007
budget and the assessment increase, our
board has once again sidestepped the
need for a horrendous special assessment
— something that burdens many of our
neighbors.

Articles written by and opinions of the MECA Dialogue staff
and contributors are their personal views and do not
necessarily represent the views of MECA or its Board of
Directors and management.
Letters to the MECA Dialogue Committee are encouraged. Its
staff reserves the right to edit those letters which it sees fit to
print and to print only those with constructive content.
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at the
management office.

Advertising disclaimer
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in whole or part
any advertising printed in the Dialogue newsletter or included
as a separate insert. The content of such advertising is the
sole responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by the
advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray the
publication cost of the Dialogue.

Editor
Malibu East Condominium
6033 N Sheridan Road 39F
Chicago, IL 60660-3034

The Malibu East Condominium (MECA) Dialogue is
published by resident volunteers to promote communication
among owners, residents, the Board of Directors,
management and staff of Malibu East Condominium, 6033
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, IL 60660.
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