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Meet your hikers — we’re all valet parkers now
Life in the building:
Hail to the hikers!

By Bill Keane
By now we’re all settled into winter, football, hockey or whatever, looking forward
to the longer days that wind into spring.
But first, we must endure “Parking Garage Repair Phase II — Sub-Phase A.”
If you read Chris Chiodo’s memo, you
know it’s due to start as this issue of the
Dialogue arrives at your door, concluding sometime in May. We had a brief
experience with this work and inconvenience in 2005, but this phase will
run into several years and greatly impact all of us. This time, we all become
valet parkers, and a substantial number
of us will be relocated next door to
6007 N. Sheridan or across the street to
the 6030 garage for several months.
Sounds like a nightmare of delays, dust
and noise, doesn’t it?
Not to fear! Shade Little and his trusty
band of garage “hikers” are here to
make life as comfortable as possible
during this reconstruction journey. Even
before the news of this project was announced, I thought it would be a nice
idea for all of us to meet our new garage
manager and his great staff of ten hikers
and one porter (Diego Moctezuma).
I’ve been a valet parker for 3½ years
and have always been impressed with
their work, and thought it would be fun
to get to know them all a little bit better
as persons, not just hikers. They were
all more than happy to be interviewed.
Shade Little has been with us as garage
manager for about 15 months, but he’s
been with Standard Parking for 22
years. Born and raised in the Englewood area, Shade still lives on the
South Side where he graduated from
high school and attended college. Shade

is a classic working
manager; has a great
sense of humor; and,
when he’s not here
supervising the care
and movement of our
517 vehicles, he’s
enjoying his hobby
of carpentry. Shade Shade Little
finds the residents and guests of Malibu
East to be very open and helpful. He’s
proud that, in his first year with us, he
has been able to “re-decal” all the vehicles and help improve team performance on many levels. He’s pretty proud
of his team, whose goal is to always improve customer service.
Here’s his friendly team of hikers:
Gene Burwell (started Jan., 1994) is the
senior member of the team and now
generally works the night shift. Gene is
also a South Sider and will always go
that extra mile for thorough customer
service. He thinks the residents are great
and loves to see the kids grow up.
Recep Gunen (started Apr., 1998)
came to the USA from Turkey in 1988.
He works all shifts and really likes it
here. Recep lives on the west side and is
very proud of his family, which includes two grown children and one
grandchild.
Yonan Zaya (started Sep., 1999) is
from Syria but has lived on the north
side of Chicago for 30 years with his
wife and two children. He’s a real Mr.
Fixit with his house and cars, and loves
to bicycle on the lake. Like the other
hikers, Yonan likes working here and
has learned the importance of patience
in his work.
Daniel Barcerra (started Oct., 2003)
was born in the Philippines but came to
Chicago when he was about 3½ years
old. Daniel has worked in other condos
with Standard Parking for over ten

years, and his only challenge here
sometimes are those older, bigger cars.
He lives in Prospect Heights with his
wife and two young children.
Ahmed Shaikh (started Oct., 2003) was
born in Pakistan and migrated here
more than 25 years ago. He has been
with Standard Parking for nine years
and appreciates how the residents work
with him on communication challenges
because of language. Ahmed lives in
Bensenville with his busy family, which
includes five children, ages four to 17.
Victor Oluwole (started Aug., 2005)
has also been with Standard Parking for
nine years and finds the Malibu East
residents to be very friendly and cooperative. Victor came to the USA from
Nigeria in 1981 and lives in Rogers
Park where he is kept very busy babysitting for his niece and grandchild.
Bruce Davis (started Nov., 2005) has
been with Standard Parking for 19
years, mostly at downtown hotels. He
likes this assignment, especially the
pleasant residents and driving the cars.
When not keeping us happy, Bruce is an
avid (and pretty good) league basketball
player.
SEE GARAGE page 3)
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MECA board meeting notes
by Elaine Winans
MECA board meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2007
Attendance: 11 board members, 2 management representative and 38 residents
Not present: Cass Buscher
OPEN FORUM 1
Resident comments and questions:
1) Garage lottery
President Molins explained the need
for the lottery to select those cars
that will have to leave the building
during garage construction. (90 cars,
20 to Malibu and 70 to 6030 N.
Sheridan). During construction, all
cars remaining in the building will
be valet-parked.
2) Will the ramps be repaired also?
Yes.
3) I was a self-parker; can I still access my car? No, if you need something from your car, a hiker will
bring the car down or accompany
you to your car. I (Marcel Molins)
am proposing fines for anyone who
enters the garage without authorization. (See box above.)
4) Will accommodation be made for
those who have to unload groceries,
etc.? Yes, an effort will be made to
find an area for this purpose.
5) How long will the construction project take? Hopefully we will be done
mid-May.
6) If I am one of those who have to
leave the building, how do I handle
any damage claims? The same as
before, the Malibu East board wants
to be involved in all damage claims.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Neil Warner
1) Financial statement
Balance on hand, cash and reserves
— $3,354,434.29
2) Holiday fund report
Just under $30,000 was contributed
by 316 residents, non-resident owners and commercial-space tenants to
the 2006 holiday fund. The sum of
contributions represented a small increase over 2005, although the number of individuals who contributed
decreased slightly from 2005. The

FINES FOR UNAUTHORIZED
ENTRY TO THE GARAGE
DURING CONSTRUCTION.
First offense
$100
Second offense
$200
Third offense
$300
and a one-year loss of garage
privileges.
average contribution in 2006 was
$95. The funds were distributed at
the employees’ holiday party, based
on length of service and salary.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
1) Floor Representatives
Barbara Murphy
Next meeting 7:30pm Feb. 20.
2) Architecture & Aesthetics
Carol Beatty
Looking for different lights for the
elevator lobby area. Signage is complete. Carpets are being kept clean.
3) Garage
Martina Molins
Standard Parking report
Shade Little, Mgr.
Claims
Pending:
1
Waiting lists
Single self-park: 26
Tandem self-park: 4
Monthly parkers
Single:
142
Tandem:
48
Valet:
322
Preferred:
2
Motorcycle:
4
Engineer:
1
Total:
519
4) Sports and Entertainment
Neil Warner
An inspection of the Fitness Room
equipment resulted in repairs being
made to several pieces of equipment.
One treadmill could not be repaired
due to a lack of parts.
5) Finance & Insurance
Tom Vaughan
Repairs will start Monday (Jan. 29)
on the north wall window-wall.
Should take about two and a half
weeks to complete repairs.
6) Building Maintenance & Services
Carol Beatty
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Please keep in mind that the meeting
notes are not the official record of the
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The
official minutes are generally approved at
the following meeting and may be viewed
or copied in the management office.

Extensive holiday lighting taken
down Jan. 2. The board should consider re-landscaping the front of the
building.
MANAGEMENT REPORT
Items requiring immediate board action
1) SNJ Home Improvement final payment approval
Tabled. A letter will be sent to residents asking if any hall redecorating
work is unfinished or unsatisfactory.
2) Vortex Carpeting final payment approval
Tabled. Same as above.
3) Vortex Carpeting invoice payment
approval—additional floor preparation
Approved for payment.
4) HH Angus Elevator Consultants invoice payment approval
Tabled. The report is unsatisfactory.
5) USA Wireless character generator
approval
Tabled to review financing of this
project.
Items requiring future board action
1) ACM Elevator recommended elevator upgrades
The proposal does not yet meet our
operational and scheduling needs.
Items not requiring board action
1) Garage construction projects/
Captain’s Walk updates
We have been having meetings with
the engineers, the contractor and the
tenants. The project will be done in
two pieces, minimizing the shoring
period.
Unauthorized garage entry during
construction rule.
The board authorized a new rule
with these fines:
First offense:
$100 fine
Second offense: $200 fine
Third offense:
$300 fine and a
one-year loss of garage privileges.
2) Unit sales
27E
$255,000 pending
36A
$415,000 pending
3) Lobby circulation/handicapped
SEE

MEETING
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Jerard Wallace, (started Dec., 2005) is a
born-and-raised South Sider where he
still lives and has a 15-month-old son. He
says the residents here “are all right” and
especially appreciates his hiker comrades
who work as a team to get the job done.
Terry McGee (started Feb., 2006) works
mostly the evening shift and has another
morning parking job. He is a native of
Chicago living in Oak Park and has two
children, ages six and eight. He is very
active in his community and wants to get
into politics someday. Terry thinks the
people here are real nice, saying, “You
don’t just park the car, you become family.”
Reggie Smith (started Sep., 2006) is our
newest member of the team and also
hails from the South Side. He’s looking
forward to getting to know all the residents well and finds his co-workers really
helpful.
So there you have it, the best antidote to
a rough garage construction project this
winter or just a helping hand when you
come home from a bad day. These guys
are here to make life in the fast lane as
easy and efficient as possible for us. Of
course, when I asked them and their manager what we could do to make their jobs
better, their recommendations were
pretty unanimous:
• Read and pay attention to the garage
rules (Malibu East Condominium
Rules & Regulations, Section V., Garage, pages 25-31). I read all of them
and it is worth the time.
• When we’re not in a special construction project protocol, valet parkers
should remember that we are only entitled to morning self-retrieval until 9:30
am. For safety’s sake and under our
rules, use the hikers at all other times.
• All of us are reminded to have our
headlights on and blow the horn frequently as we enter or exit the garage,
especially at those critical turning
points.
So let’s all work together to continue our
proud record of cooperation and safety in
the Malibu family. And let’s thank Shade
Little and his great garage team for their
outstanding customer service to support
“life in the building.”
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What’s happening
around the building
by Chris Chiodo, MECA Manager
Assessments: Assessments are due by
the first of each month. A late charge will
be assessed for any delinquent account at
the close of business on the 15th of each
month.
Please send remittance to:
Malibu East Condo Assoc.
% Sudler – 80
8401 Innovation Way
Chicago, IL 60682-8401
The management office will not accept
assessment checks.
Garage construction project: Beginning in early February, work on another
segment of our concrete removal and repair project will take place on the 1st and
2nd levels of the garage. The repairs will
enhance the structural integrity of the areas involved and will rehabilitate the delaminated and leaky ceilings.
Relocation of cars in the garage: Residents who are directed to relocate their
cars during the garage construction project will have to do so for approximately
three to four months, or until further notice. Some cars may be relocated within
our garage as valet-parked cars. Others,
which were chosen in the lottery that was
held on Jan. 23, will have to be relocated
to an outside garage. We have secured
parking in the Malibu garage at 6007 N.
Sheridan and at the 6030 N. Sheridan garage.
Important garage information: Any
resident who is staying in Malibu East’s
garage will become a valet parker beginning Feb. 1. Also, residents will not have
access to any part of the garage. This
means if you need to retrieve something
from your car, you have to go to the ga(MEETING FROM PAGE 2

ramp access project
Finished up most touch-up work.
The Captain’s Walk doors still need
replacing, as they stay open when
opened to the limit defeating the airlock.
Approved payment of $240,000 of
the final bill. This leaves a balance

rage lobby and request that a hiker bring
your car down for you. (Your security access key will be reprogrammed; it will
not work on the 2nd and 3rd floors of the
garage) If a resident is caught in any area
of the garage during the project, you will
be fined $100 for the first offense, $200
for the second offense, and $300 for the
third offense plus forfeiture of your parking privileges for one year. This must be
enforced for your safety and well-being.
Lincoln Towing: During the garage project, Lincoln Towing will be conducting
more drive-bys; please do not doublepark in the driveway. Lincoln Towing
has been instructed to tow immediately.
Please notify any guests or deliveries of
these rules to avoid a very expensive tow.
In the event an automobile is towed,
management is not allowed to call the car
back, and the only way you can get it
back is if you pay the required fee.
MECA cannot and will not refund towing
fees under any circumstance. NO EXCEPTION — THIS IS PART OF THE
CONTRACT.
Management office: For security reasons, anyone visiting the management office must first check in with the administrative assistant, Rodica Ilc, and stay in
the waiting area before you will be allowed access into the manager’s office.
Too many residents are not checking in
but are taking it upon themselves to go
wherever they like in the office. For security and safety concern, please stay in
the front until you are requested to come
back. There are certain areas where residents are not and cannot be allowed.

of about $64,000 that needs to be affirmed later.
4) Laundry room contract
Universal approved our laundry
room contract.
5) Electricity contract
Was approved at a new lower rate.
The meeting ended at 9:10pm and went
into closed session.
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Community
Calendar
by Miriam Romain
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
20TH POLICE DIST.
Internet safety seminar
6:30–8:00pm Feb. 28
Adults only, refreshments
Community Room
5400 N. Lincoln Ave.
773-506-3602
R.S.V.P. by Feb. 23.
BERGER PARK
CULTURAL CENTER
Computer class
For seniors (over 50)
Fridays, 2–4pm FREE
6205 N. Sheridan Rd.
773-761-0376
EDGEWATER
BRANCH LIBRARY
CAPS 24th Dist. Beat #2433
Come meet our beat police.
7pm Wednesday, Feb. 7
(1st Wed. of every month)
EDGEWATER HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
“Your House Has a History”
Three classes by Kathryn Gemperle
on how to research your home’s
history.
10am Sat., Feb. 3, 10 & 24
First class will be held at the
Edgewater History Museum.
Subsequent classes will be
announced.
5358 N. Ashland
773-506-4843
THEATER/SHOWINGS
ACTORS WORKSHOP THEATRE
“Otherwise Engaged”
A successful man isolates himself
from daily hassles with disastrous
results.
8pm Fri./Sat., 3pm Sun., $25
1044 W. Bryn Mawr
773-728-7529
CITY LIT THEATRE
“The Juniper Tree”
A musical adaptation of the Grimms
fairy tale.
Call for show times and ticket prices.
1020 W. Bryn Mawr
773-293-3682
LIFELINE THEATRE
“The Piano Tuner”

Malibu East Dialogue
A piano tuner is sent to
war-torn Burma by the
British War Office where
he meets a mysterious man
who believes music is the
only way to gain peace.
7:30pm Thu. & Fri., 4pm & 8pm
Sat., 5:30pm Sundays; $24 and $26
6912 N. Glenwood
773-761-4477
PEGASUS PLAYERS
“Black Caesar”
Loosely based on the Orson Wells
classic “Citizen Kane.”
Call for show times and ticket prices.
1145 W. Wilson Ave.
773-878-9761
RAVEN THEATRE
“Stop Kiss”
Callie, a New York traffic reporter,
and Sara, an elementary school
teacher, strike up a friendship that
leads to a kiss.
West Stage
8:30pm Fri./Sat., 3:30pm Sun.; $15
6157 N. Clark
773-338-2177
MECA EVENTS/MEETINGS
Dialogue Committee meeting
Tuesday, Feb. 20
7:30pm — Community Room
Floor Representatives meeting
Tuesday, Feb. 20
7:30pm — Windjammer Room
MECA board meeting
Tuesday, Feb. 27
7:30pm — Windjammer Room
Thursday afternoon
discussion group
Thursday, Feb. 15
(every 3rd Thurs. of month)
2:00pm — Community Room
Leave event and meeting notices at the
desk for the Dialogue.
FEBRUARY HOLIDAYS

February 2
Christian: Candlemas
Also called "Feast of the Presentation of
Christ in the Temple"; celebrates the
presentation of Jesus in the Temple.
Pagan/Wiccan: Imbolc/Brigid's Day
The first glimpse of spring, also
dedicated to the Celtic goddess Brigid.
Hindu: Vasant Panchami
Celebration dedicated to Saraswati,
goddess of learning.

February 3
Jewish: Tu B'Shevat

February 2007
Also known as New Year for Trees;
Israel's celebration of trees (begins at
sundown).

February 4
Rosa Parks Birth Anniversary

February 5
Mexico: Constitution Day

February 8
Mahayana Buddhist: Nirvana Day
(Parinirvana Day)
Observance of the death of Buddha, the
point at which he left the cycle of death
and rebirth.

February 12
Taiwan: Lantern Festival

February 14
Christian / Non-Religious: St.
Valentine's Day
Celebration of St. Valentine; day for
lovers.
Race Relations Day

February 16
Hindu: Maha Shivaratri
“Shiva's Night”; honors Shiva, who
danced the Tandav on this night.

February 17
Brazil: Carnival
League of United Latin Citizens
Founded

February 18
China: Chinese New Year
First day of the new year as based on the
movement of the sun, moon, and stars.

February 18 - 20
Tibetan Buddhist: Losar
Tibetan New Year; a time to cleanse
oneself of last year's negativity and begin
anew.

February 20
Christian: Shrove Tuesday
Sometimes known as Fat Tuesday;
Christian carnival day, Mardi Gras, on
the eve of Lent.

February 21
Christian: Ash Wednesday - Lent
Begins
Begins the six-week season of Lent, a
time of repentance and reflection.

February 24
Mexico Flag Day

February 26 - March 1
Baha'i: Intercalary Days
Known as Ayyam-Hi or Days of Ha; a
time for rejoicing before the period of
fasting.
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Local Business news
Granville/Broadway project underway, Staples coming to Edgewater
The City released the necessary permits
to Access Realty to build on the NE corner of Granville and Broadway. Developer Bill Platt held an official groundbreaking ceremony Jan. 31 for The Granville. A reception followed at the sales
center on Broadway.
Platt purchased the property from Loyola
University Chicago, which had put together the parcels under a previous campus plan. However, Loyola now owns
Mundelein College and no longer needs
the land.
The original plans called for completion
in the summer of 2007, but there have
been delays in the process because of the
need to move the alley. Utilities are already in place.
Local leaders have been working with
Ald. Joseph Moore to approve what will
be the largest building built in the business district since CHA built senior citizen buildings at 5801 N. Broadway and
6401 N. Sheridan. Special care is being
taken to plan for an expected increase in
traffic. Platt will be working with the
Edgewater Chamber of Commerce on a
streetscaping plan for the area.
The building will be a mixed-use building with stores and condominiums. There
will be 160 units with 20 different floor
plans. Units begin at $230,000 and are
being marketed by Koenig & Strey
GMAC. The all-concrete building features granite countertops, stainless steel
appliances, hardwood floors, marble
baths, washer/dryer units and some
decks. Garage parking sells for $25,000.
The anchor store for the commercial portion of the building will be a Staples office furniture and supply store.
Granville goes dry
The Illinois Supreme Court turned down
the Mashni liquor referendum challenge.
It refers to the Vote Dry of a precinct on
Granville that concerned two packaged
goods liquor stores. The 15-page decision
is available from the Edgewater Chamber
of Commerce and the Dialogue Editor.
Source: Edgewater Chamber of Commerce

Anna Ivleva’s annual New Year’s party Sunday afternoon, Jan. 7, brought out a multitude of clients and residents from Malibu East and neighboring buildings. The 1–3pm
party had the usual delightful assortment of salads, canapés, desserts and beverages.

Top 10 — No. 4
By Jack Winans
An article by Mark Pearlstein concerning
10 facts about condominium ownership
was reprinted in the October `06 Dialogue. The Dialogue editor is commenting on those 10 facts and urges condominium owners to contribute their personal comments.
No. 4. You are responsible for any damage that arises from your unit, regardless
of whether you were negligent.
Editorial comment: Please note, especially, “regardless of whether you were
negligent.” Stuff happens! That’s why
Illinois condominium law requires unit
owners to purchase homeowner’s insurance.
Examples of possible liability:
• A vendor installs drapery and in doing
so drills through the upstairs electrical
conduits.
• You remove an interior wall and disrupt the cable connection in your tier.
• The flow from your dishwasher backs

Dialogue on our website
Larry Rosen
MECA Webmaster
In case there is a question about it, the
website (PDF) version of the Dialogue
does NOT contain the names of new residents (e.g., Town Crier column), contest
winners, etc., who were obviously not
expecting their names to be “published”

up the drain in several units.
• Your bathtub overflows, and the overflow damages both common elements
and several private units.
• Your water heater leaks and floods
the hallway and
units below.
• Your remodeling
contractor cuts
the telephone
cable riser.
• Items you stored
on the balcony
are blown off by
wind and cause
damage to property or persons.
• Your pet causes damage by urinating
on common elements.
• Your pet causes harm by attacking
residents or other pets.
• Frozen pipes break and cause water
damage because of inadequate winter
vacation heating.
• A fire due to your negligence damages common elements and/or other
units.

on the Internet. Also, a best effort is
made to remove the names of children
from all articles, since the entire website
Dialogue archive is “seen” by search
engines (Yahoo, Google, etc.).
The color version of the Dialogue is
available at www.MalibuEast.org along
with Dialogue advertising information
and rates.
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices!
PHONE: (773) 275-0110

HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

We Cool the Heat – And Heat the Cool

DR. JACK P. HORBAL

Celebrating our 50 Year

DENTIST

th

Heating and Air Conditioning
since 1956

CAPTAIN’S WALK
6033 N. SHERIDAN RD.
CHICAGO, IL 60660

(773) 539-5225

Sheridan Hair & Body Studio
TOTAL BEAUTY CARE FOR THE FAMILY

773 784 4024
Serving
Sheridan Road

HOURS:
Tuesday
9:30-5:00
6033 N SHERIDAN RD
Wednesday 9:00-7:00
CAPTAIN’S WALK
Thursday
9:30-6:00
CHICAGO, IL 60660
Friday
9:00-7:00
Saturday
8:00-5:00
TELEPHONE: (773) 561-6595
Sunday by appointment only
(773) 561-6596
CLOSED MONDAY

Has your insurance company advised you to “get your
things appraised”?

Malibu Convenient Food Mart
6033 N. Sheridan in the Captain’s Walk

Or, perhaps you want to know the value of that oil painting, silver tea service, or antique furniture piece…
I can help you.
I am a professional appraiser of residential contents, certified at the highest level by the American
Society of Appraisers.

Stop in for
coffee – and.

Fresh pastries
delivered daily

Mon/Fri
8 am to 9 pm
Saturday
8:30 am to 8 pm
Sunday
9 am to 5 pm

For Delivery Call: 773-769-5440

I have 26 years of experience as an independent
Appraiser in Chicago. And
I am a Malibu neighbor.
Call me if you have a
home/business item or
roomful that you want appraised… for a will/trust, insurance claim, donation, or any other purpose.
Pamela Pierrepont Bardo
Bardo Consulting Group, Inc.
312-372-9216

5943 N Broadway
Chicago, Illinois 60660
Speak 773.878-7233
www.BarkBarkClub.com
Now offering
Dog walking &
Cat Sitting services
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safe. This community and this office
have a track record of demanding and
advocating for excellent building management and maintenance to keep us
safe. Nothing less is acceptable, and
nothing less will be accepted here.

Boy, did he put
in a long day
By Miriam Romain
Have you ever had one
of those days where you
felt like you were in the Twilight Zone,
or maybe just seeing double? Perhaps
you’ve left for work and said hello to the
maintenance worker who opened the
door to help the doorman. You’ve
smiled, said hello and gone to work. But
then you get home again and a maintenance worker opens the door for you.
You say hello again and as you’re riding
up the elevator, you think to yourself,
“Geez, that guy sure had a long day today.”
No, you haven’t entered the Twilight
Zone, you’ve encountered the Noriega
brothers, or twins, to be exact. And while
they are not identical twins, there is
enough of a resemblance that you may
think you’ve seen the same person twice.
Jose works the first shift, beginning at
7am. Victor works the second shift, beginning at 2pm. Their shifts overlap for a
short time, but you’ll rarely find them
together. You will, however, see them all
over the building, cleaning, fixing things
and even helping out the doormen when
needed; a part of the job Jose, in particular, enjoys.
The brothers are from the state of Chihuahua in Mexico. Jose was the first of
the two to come to Chicago around 1976.
Victor followed soon after. Both worked
other jobs downtown before landing jobs
here at Malibu East. Victor was the first
to start working here, about 10 years ago.
Jose has been here about six years. Each
loves his work and the building’s residents.
The brothers come from a family of eight
siblings. Of the remaining siblings, a
brother and sister live here in Chicago,
and the other two siblings still live in
Mexico. Victor and Jose live in a family
house not far from Malibu East — Victor
lives upstairs, Jose downstairs. Victor is
not married, but Jose has three children
and a grandchild. All but one son live in
the area.
The brothers are very close. They play
pool together on Mondays, when Victor
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Victor

Jose

is off, and billiards on Wednesdays,
when Jose is off. Victor is especially
fond of these times. He also enjoys walking, and often walks home from work,
approximately three miles.
“I also enjoy playing golf,” Victor says.
“I was a caddy in Mexico and sometimes
I’ll go to Pratt and Ridge to play.”
And while Jose enjoys pool and billiards
with Victor, he also enjoys drawing and
painting. His drawings are in pencil, and
his paintings in oil or acrylic. “I always
thought I had a talent for it,” he says.
The brothers are both self-taught in English, having listened to others, their
brother who was already here and reading the newspaper. When they’ve come
across something they don’t understand,
they are not shy about asking what it
means. You would never know neither
had any formal English training.
The twins, born 15 minutes apart, carry
dual citizenship and love being in Chicago and working at Malibu East, which
is why you’ll always see them with
smiles on their faces.
Oh, and the next time you do a doubletake, here’s a hint — Jose’s the one with
the moustache.

Email from
Ald. Mary Ann Smith
As many of you may know by now, a
tragedy was narrowly averted on the
6000 block of N. Kenmore last night by
the courage of our local police, fire department and neighbors. Everyone is
safe. The neighborhood and the city owe
its gratitude to the police, firefighters and
neighbors who helped.
Fires in multi-unit buildings are tremendously dangerous and cannot be treated
as “incidental events.” The landlord has
the responsibility to keep the building

There will be a full investigation of
whether existing regulations were followed. This includes whether the smoke
detectors, both in the units and in the
hallways, were working and met code
and whether violations cited by the City
during the summer, including accumulated refuse inside the building, were
corrected by the owner as ordered.
We are a neighborhood that prides itself
on actively confronting problems and
working together to solve them. We do
this to prevent tragedies such as the recent deaths in a fire in Rogers Park. We
will do this here as well.
Below is the text from a recent announcement from the Department of
Buildings on smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. The City will enforce these
ordinances, but neighbors can help by
reporting problems they see or suspect.
Chicagoans should make sure working
smoke detectors are installed on the ceilings of all residential units, in hallways,
and 15 feet from each sleeping room.
Carbon monoxide detectors need to be
installed on the ceiling near any fossil
fuel-burning furnace or boiler.
Check all detectors to make sure they are
working so that a faulty device does not
remain installed, giving residents a false
sense of security.
Residential building owners in Chicago
are required to install code-compliant
smoke detectors and carbon monoxide
detectors. A landlord can be fined up to
$500 per day for negligence.
It is also against the law for anyone to
remove batteries or damage smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors. A
person who tampers with a smoke detector can be fined up to $1,000 and be
jailed for up to six months.
Tenants with landlords who neglect to or
refuse to install required smoke detectors
and carbon monoxide detectors should
call the City’s 311 Call Center by dialing
311 or (312) 744-5000.
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 association offices!
Dr. Curtis Day
Dr. Steven Hettinger
Chiropractic Physicians

Leaky Faucet?
Fixing or Remodeling?
Electrical problem?
No problem…

1480 W. Catalpa
(Just east of 5500 N. Clark Street)
(773) 275-7977

Call Claudio Berstein, your neighbor for
handyman services

Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available
Serving Our Community with Pride

Call (708)774-8330

MECA MARKETPLACE
Advertisement design FREE!
Clipart and layout included

Chestnut Cleaning Service
312-332-5575

Malibu East Dialogue
Malibu East Condo. Assn.
6033 N. Sheridan Road
Office 773-271-1732
www.MalibuEast.org
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org

•
•
•
•
•

Home, sm. business and sm. buildings cleaning service.
Landlord and/or tenant move in and out cleaning.
Party-hosts: complete before and after party clean up.
Construction/Rehab dust & debris cleaning and much more.
We respectively clean for AIDS, cancer and other ill patients;
also the mentally, physically and emotionally challenged,
severe depression, elderly, divorced, deceased and much,
much more.
• We use our own cleaning supplies at no additional cost.
• Excellent references in your building/neighborhood.

Think outside the P.O. Box.
Our mailboxes are a smart
business move.
Want a real street address for your business? Don’t
you worry about a thing. Move to a mailbox at
The UPS Store® for a real street address, not a P.O. Box.
Our mailboxes work as hard as you do, with:

* Available at participating locations.
** Additional fees may apply.

The UPS Store of Edgewater
1055 W Bryn Mawr Ave. Suite F
Chicago, IL 60660
Ph: (773) 561- 3280
Free Parking Lot in Rear!
©2007 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.

• Secure, 24-hour access*
• Package acceptance from all carriers
• Package notification
• Mail holding and forwarding**
• Call-in MailCheck® and more!
We’re right in your neighborhood.
So stop in and ask for details.
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Dear Etta Kitt,
My neighbor put a mat
in front of her door. It
curls and makes the
hallway look sloppy,
but I said, live and let
live. Now with winter
and the sloppy weather here, she’s leaving
boots, shoes and
umbrellas
out,
also. It wouldn’t
be so bad if they
were there for a
short time while
they dried, but
they stay there day after day. She is not
very friendly, and I’m apprehensive about
bringing my concerns to her attention. I
know that the MECA Declaration
prohibits personal
items in the commonarea hallway, but I’m
guilty also as I always
hang a seasonal
wreath on my door.
What should I do?

Miss
Apprehensive,
I can sympathize with your concerns
about “bearding the lion in the den,” as
unfortunately, like in all communities, we
do have some people with rather vile
dispositions. I also understand your
concern about appearing equally guilty;
however, this is where common sense
comes into play. We need to be tolerant of
the actions of our neighbors, but not to the
extent where they diminish property
values or compromise our safety. A
wreath on a door is not a safety problem,
but using the common-area hallway next
to one’s front door as a storage area for
offensive or dirty items is not acceptable.
The hallway is part of your home also,
and you have every right to complain to
management when you feel offended.
Any item left on the hallway floor,
including a doormat, no matter how
pleasing to the eye, is a safety concern as
it can impede the safe access or exit of
firemen or your neighbors in the event
that a fire fills the hallway with smoke. It
also interferes with the safety of visionimpaired individuals.
Once again, I urge you to use common
sense and apply the Golden Rule.

Malibu East Dialogue
'Town Crier'
announcements
by Rodica Ilc

February 2007

We welcome all new residents to our building, including:
NO NEW RESIDENTS THIS MONTH
If you have information concerning talented or famous
MECA residents, please contact the Dialogue.

Balcony Man by Scott Virzi
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MARKET
UPDATE
Currently for
Sale (Per MLS)
12 — 2 BR'S
$255,000–
$317,500
1 A&B
combined Unit
$799,900

BAIRD&WARNER

Selling or Buying

Mocky Sire

Realtor
Cell: 773-497-0404
Fax: 773-334-8452

Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists
Get your BEST VALUE through
the Rogers Park/Edgewater Experts!

mocky.sire@bairdwarner.com
737 N. Michigan Avenue, #1800
Chicago, IL 60611

Wondering what’s for Sale or Rent?
Call for your FREE Market Analysis
Your Neighbor,
MOCKY SIRE

5128 W. Irving Park Rd.
Chicago, Illinois 60641
Business (773) 283-4600
Home (773) 271-7649
Cell (773) 520-1945
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net

Percy L. Smith
REALTOR

•
•
•

FREE Market Evaluation
FREE Advertising
We have Interested Buyers Now

Ÿ BUYING
Ÿ SELLING
Helen Wagner Ÿ RENTING
NEW LISTINGS
9B - CORNER 2 BR/2BA
20 G - 2BR/2BA -SOUTH VIEW
44K - 2BR/2BA - NORTH VIEW

Expert service, Buying, selling
or renting — contact Percy

773-334-0200

Just Closed on
42K and 39K
Active Listings
38G and 26D

WAGNER REALTY SERVICES
HMWagnerRealty@sbcglobal.net
6033 N. Sheridan – Suite 9 Ÿ Captain’s Walk Mall

A.A.Kaplan Enterprises.
Energetic movers of real estate,
professional real estate
appraisers, mortgage brokers.
Insurance producers: life, health,
home, auto, business.
Ph
773-394-1070
773-394-1066
773-715-6436.
Fax: 773-394-1090.
E-mail: al@kaplanchicago.com

your service
at
Malibu East
Condominium
Nenita Dejuras
(773) 354-1235
nenita@atproperties.com

We are working
for your future

MECA MARKETPLACE
Advertisement design FREE!
Clipart and layout included
Malibu East Dialogue
Malibu East Condo. Assn.
6033 N. Sheridan Road
Office 773-271-1732
www.MalibuEast.org
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org

ACTIVE LISTING
24J

Raissa Alandy
(630) 935-3582
raissa@atproperties.com

Call us for all your real estate needs!
Stop looking, start finding.

I. G. REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION
Quality Remodeling, Kitchen, Bath, Painting

GEORGE IONESCU
6033 N. Sheridan Rd. Suite 30M Office (773) 275-7057
Chicago, IL 60660
Cell (773) 936-3436
E-Mail igremodeling@yahoo.com Fax (773) 275-7057
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Community news

Malibu East
Condominium

By Sandy Chaet

6033 N. Sheridan Road
Chicago IL 60660-3033
773-271-1732

Ald. Mary Ann Smith, in her report to
Zoning & Planning on Feb. 23, said a poll
was done in our community. People were
asked how they felt about our area. There
was an 80% approval rate about the quality
of life in Edgewater. Most of the people
responding to the survey said our area is
better.
There will be a new development at 5623
N. Clark. It will be nine units of residential
space with commercial area on the ground
floor.
Also, Ald. Smith has energy-saving light
bulbs available to the community. Stop in
at her office at 5533 N. Broadway to get
your light bulbs. These bulbs can last up to
10 years, with up to 70-75% in energy
savings. The light bulbs contribute to a
cleaner environment as well as saving you
energy, money and time. They can be used
in most incandescent fixtures but not with
dimmers. Compact fluorescent bulbs use
less power to create the same light.

Get your FREE CFL
energy-saving light bulbs.
See article at left for details.

Articles written by and opinions of the MECA Dialogue staff
and contributors are their personal views and do not
necessarily represent the views of MECA or its Board of
Directors and management.
Letters to the MECA Dialogue Committee are encouraged. Its
staff reserves the right to edit those letters which it sees fit to
print and to print only those with constructive content.
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at the
management office.

Advertising disclaimer
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in whole or part
any advertising printed in the Dialogue newsletter or included
as a separate insert. The content of such advertising is the
sole responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by the
advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray the
publication cost of the Dialogue.
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among owners, residents, the Board of Directors,
management and staff of Malibu East Condominium, 6033
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, IL 60660.

Your Malibu East
Newsletter

The Dialogue

Marcel Molins, MECA President
Chris Chiodo, Association Manager
Tom Vaughan, Chairman of
Communications Committee
Larry Rosen, Webmaster
www.MalibuEast.org
Dialogue Committee
Jack Winans, Editor
Neil Warner, Asst. Editor
Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor
Jackee Ames
Grace Bergbom
Bill Keane
Marie Joaillier
Rodica Ilc
Betty & Ara Mayian
Tracy Poyser
Miriam Romain
Debbie Warner
Elaine Winans
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org

