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White elephants trumpet in the mall

White elephant sale
A resounding success!
By Sandy Chaet and
Jack Winans
The Captain’s Walk mall was filled
with tables and customers June 23. The
second day of summer was crisp but dry
and customers were drawn into our balloon-decorated mall entrance from all
over the neighborhood. Our Social
Committee ensured a big crowd for our
MECA entrepreneurs by mailing flyers
to all of our neighboring high-rises, putting it in the Edgewater Chamber of
Commerce calendar and posting signs
on Sheridan Road.
Our mall’s First Commercial Bank provided the balloon decorations and also
had a table loaded with freebies. There
was even a rumor that they were passing out golden dollars! Sadly, untrue.
Thirty-two signed up and prepaid for
the opportunity to set up a table and
make a few bucks while cleaning out
their units of detritus of Christmases
past and items once held dear and now
just taking up space. Twenty-seven vendors actually participated, four more
than last year, and this year’s display of
collectibles and treasures outshined last
year’s collection of white elephants.

The displays were a virtual cornucopia
worthy of a Wal-Mart! Everything from
art to a zebra (toy) was on sale. In a
golfing display, there was everything
but clubs. There were enough children’s
toys and clothes to supply several large
families. There were enough trinkets to
stock a large antique shop and enough
jewelry to adorn any large harem.
Clothes, purses, Indian imports, books,
everything imaginable except — sorry,
Jo — no skis this year!
A side benefit of having the sale in the
mall, especially on a Saturday, is that
our condo neighbors got a chance to see
and visit the many businesses in our
mall. Our tenants in the mall will surely
profit from this exposure as many said
they would come back and patronize the
mall.
Perhaps the great success had by our
vendors will ensure that this becomes
an annual event.
(Pictures — page14)
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MECA board meeting notes
by Elaine Winans
MECA board meeting
Tuesday, Jun. 26, 2007
Attendance: 12 board members, 2 management representatives and 15 residents
OPEN FORUM 1
Resident comments and questions and
board/management responses:
1) Why aren’t the laundry tables as
large as the previous ones? The
laundry company has not responded to our concerns as fast as
we would have wished. They claim
they are having problems getting
sufficient electrical service of high
enough wattage. Therefore, no
other peripheral work has been
done, as the room will eventually be
subject to more construction work.
2) Resident reports that the bank that
carries her mortgage is still insisting
that our building’s flood insurance
coverage is insufficient. We are not
seeing this problem across the
board and are trying to resolve this.
The board would be willing to assist
other unit owners with this issue if
they are having a similar problem.
Contact the management office
with your name and unit number.
3) Do we have an estimate when the
garage project will be done for this
year? July 27. We found areas that
we had not considered, and this has
put the project behind by a month.
Hope to restore some of our out-ofbuilding parkers within a few days.
4) Resident complaints about one of the
garages where out-of-building owners are parking during our garage
construction. The parkers using this
building will be returned to our garage at the first opportunity.
5) Is there a warranty on the carpet and
what is the washability of the hallway paint? The Legal Committee is
looking into this.
6) Will there be any savings in taxes?
There will be some savings for the
B and G tiers. It was found that
units in these tiers were overassessed. The management office

will maintain a list.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Neil Warner
Financial statement
Balance on hand, cash and reserves
— $3,229,365.70.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
1) Security
Sandy Chaet
Suggest lower-level Sheridan Road
door near freight elevator be
changed to an automatic door to improve security.
2) Social and Educational
Sandy Chaet
Successful white elephant sale. (See
pages 1 and 14.)
The garage project is
projected to end for this year
by July 27
3) Architecture & Aesthetics
Carol Beatty
Three items unfinished: garbage
chute room and bulk room kick
plates, residential hallway elevatorarea lighting and plastic backings for
the elevator buttons and bulk room
door handles.
4) Garage
Martina Molins
Standard Parking report
Shade Little, Mgr.
Claims
Approved:
1
Denied:
4
Pending:
0
Total:
5
Monthly valet parkers
Malibu East:
434
Malibu:
20
6030:
49
Engineer:
NC
Total:
503
New monthlies:
4
Cancellations:
4
Upgrades
0
5) Public & Community Affairs
Sandy Chaet
The Hollywood/Sheridan TIF is up
for vote. (See June Dialogue for in-
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Please keep in mind that the meeting
notes are not the official record of the
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The
official minutes are generally approved at
the following meeting and may be viewed
or copied in the management office.

formation.)
6) Pets
Sandy Chaet
New gravel ordered.
7) Sports and Entertainment
Neil Warner
New yoga class will begin July 2.
(See article, page 3.) Water aerobics
continues. (See article, page 8.)
8) Long Range Plans & Special Projects
Allan Eckhardt
Director Eckhardt’s innovative approach to post embedment repairs
has saved us thousands of dollars.
9) TV
Tom Vaughan
TV Channel 101 is our new building
communications channel. A subcommittee has designed a questionnaire
for submission to our residents.
MANAGEMENT REPORT
Items requiring immediate board action
1) Hallway remodeling project proposals for push plates & lighting
Carol Beatty
Contract approved for push and kick
plates. Will install sample lighting in
the 5th and 6th floor elevator areas.
Management and Sudler will report
to the board on the expense of additional resources to bring our carpets
up to standard and also determine
the cost of possibly replacing the
carpet until the board arrives at a
permanent solution.
Items not requiring board action
1) Garage construction project
The lobby progress chart will be
modified to show the changes in the
amount of work required and done.
The board will take a tour of the garage.
2) Unit sales
10K
$225,000 pending
11C
$250,000 pending
11M
$189,000 pending
26A
$400,000 pending
12E
$280,000 pending
3) Lobby circulation/handicapped
ramp access project
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ELECTION DATES
Application deadline: Fri., July 27
Proxies to be mailed: Tue., Aug 20
Candidates meeting: Wed., Sep. 5
Annual meeting: Tue., Sep. 18
No puddles by the north Sheridan
Road entrance to the Captain’s Walk
after the big rain today.
4) Critical & ongoing façade inspection
We will be working within budget
this year. Let management know if
you are aware of any specific problems with the balcony or façade in
your unit.
5) Laundry room update
We are trying to get back to similarquality dryers as we had before.
6) ComEd update
ComEd will be issuing a check to
credit our building for the difference
charged due to their rate reclassification of the common areas from residential to commercial.
7) Electric doors
Neil Warner
Need handicapped access through
the east hallway two sets of double
doors. Suggestion that the south set
be moved to the end of the hallway
for better security.
The meeting ended at 9:53pm and went
into closed session.

Another chance to try
yoga
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What’s happening
around the building
by Chris Chiodo, MECA Manager
Carpet cleaning: Please report any
Assessments: Assessments are due by
spots/stains you see on the hallway carthe first of each month. A late charge will
pet. Please note that we are backed up on
be assessed for any delinquent account at
th
cleaning carpets; it could take up to a
the close of business on the 15 of each
week to clean your floor after it is remonth.
ported. Please be patient; we will get to it
Please send remittance to:
ASAP.
Malibu East Condo Assoc.
Façade inspection & repair: As of June
% Sudler – 80
26, Golf Constriction has finished with
8401 Innovation Way
the H-tier and has moved on and will be
Chicago, IL 60682-8401
The management office will not accept
working on the D-tier.
assessment checks.
New sod and pets: New sod has been
Garage construction project: As of
planted and manJune 22, the tentative
agement is asking
The tentative ending date of
ending date of the
every resident to
the garage project is July 27.
project is July 27.
please keep your
We will contact evedog off the new
ryone when you will be allowed back in
grass. (GRASS IS CHEMICALLY
the garage.
TREATED. PLEASE KEEP YOUR
DOGS OFF THE GRASS.) Please use
Water aerobics: Classes have begun.
the dog run on Glenlake. Anyone caught
The hours are Tuesday & Thursday at
letting their dog use the new sod will be
noon and 6pm. You must sign a waiver
subject to fines by MECA.
in the management office before you will
be allowed to attend a class.
Management office e-mail: For your
th
convenience, if you need to contact the
Swimming pool and 4 floor deck: The
management office or the board of direclifeguard is in charge of these areas. Any
tors for any reason, you may e-mail your
person failing to obey the lifeguard or the
requests, concerns, problems, etc., to:
pool rules will be required to leave the
malibueast@awb.us
pool area. Continued failure will result in
the loss of your pool privileges.

By Neil Warner
The Monday night yoga class invites new
members to join it when it begins a new
class July 2. Taught by experienced yoga
instructor Raquel Maldonado, the class
will be held each Monday from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. in the Windjammer Room
through July 30 — a total of five sessions. Beginners are welcome.
If you would like to join the class, come
to the July 2 session. The class will then
close to new members, reopening in August.
The cost of the class will be determined
at the first session, depending on the
number of participants, but should be
approximately $50 for the five sessions.
Bring your checkbook and a yoga mat.
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Top 10 No. 8
By Jack Winans
An article by Mark Pearlstein concerning
10 facts about condominium ownership
was reprinted in the October `06 Dialogue. The Dialogue editor is commenting on those 10 facts and urges condominium owners to contribute their personal comments.
No. 8. Assessments include a forced savings account called reserves.
Editorial comment:
Not since the early `80s has our board
found it necessary to burden the owners
of Malibu East with a special assessment.
Some of our neighboring condominiums,

due to a false sense of economics, have
not been so fortunate. Significant unforeseen expenditures due to new building
ordinances and the aging of buildings
have forced many associations to encumber their members with the load of large
bank loans and/or special assessments.
Fortunately, our directors have planned
ahead and seen the need to raise assessments through the years, often with
strong opposition. The current garage repairs, the renovation of our balconies and
exterior walls, the new roof a few years
back could all have forced special assessments but for the foresight of our board
of directors. Our healthy reserve fund has
seen us through some hard times and will
continue to serve us well in the future.
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Community
Calendar
by Miriam Romain

JULY HOLIDAYS

July 4
Non-Religious: Independence Day
(U.S.)
Anniversary of the adoption of the
Declaration of Independence; marked by
fireworks, picnics, and parades.
Fil-American Friendship Day
(Philippines, United States)

July 6
Tibetan Buddhist: Birth of the Dalai
Lama
Observance of the birth of the spiritual
leader of Tibetan Buddhism, born July 6,
1935.

Malibu East Dialogue
COMMUNITY
AFFAIRS
BERGER PARK
CULTURAL CENTER
Computer class
For seniors (60 &
over)
Fridays, 2–4pm FREE
6205 N. Sheridan Rd.
773-761-0376
EDGEWATER
BRANCH LIBRARY
CAPS 24th Dist. Beat #2433
Come meet our beat police.
Wednesday, Jul. 11, 7pm
Saturday Book Club
11am 1st Sat. month
1210 W. Elmdale
312-744-0718

July 13

EDGEWATER
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Wilbert Hasbrouck, guest speaker
Author of The Chicago Architectural
Club, Prelude to the Modern
Tuesday, July 31, 7pm
5358 N. Ashland Ave.
773-506-4849

Mahayana Buddhist: Ullambana
(Obon)
Also known as Ancestor Day; a Buddhist
festival honoring the dead.

FARMER’S MARKET
9am-3pm Saturdays
Norwood and Broadway

July 9
Baha’i: Martyrdom of the Bab
Commemorates the execution of the Bab,
the prophet-herald of the Baha’i faith.

July 23
Rastafarian: Birthday of Haile Selassie I
Commemorates the birth of the former
emperor of Ethiopia, who was also
known as Ras Tafari, for whom the faith
is named.

July 24
LDS: Pioneer Day
Honors the pioneers who traveled to Utah
under Brigham Young; festivities include
parades and community events.
Jewish: Tisha B’av
The 9th of Av, day of fasting in
remembrance of the destruction of the
first and second Temple (begins at
sundown the night before).

THEATER/SHOWINGS
ACTORS WORKSHOP THEATRE
“Les Liaisons Dangereuses
(Dangerous Liaisons)”
8pm Fri. & Sat., 3pm Sundays, $25
1044 W. Bryn Mawr
773-728-PLAY
NEO-FUTURARIUM THEATRE
“Too Much Light Makes the Baby
Go Blind”
11:30pm Fri. & Sat., 7pm Sun., $8$13
5153 N. Ashland Ave.
773-275-5255

July 29
Theravada Buddhist: Asalha Puja/
Dharma Day
Celebration of the Buddha’s first sermon
at Deer Park (Sarnath).

July 2007

PEGASUS THEATRE COMPANY
“Jeffrey”
8pm Thu.–Sat., 5pm Sun., $15
1145 W. Wilson
773-878-9761

PLEASE COME…
To all our friends and neighbors,
Dr. Horbal will be hosting a
reception in honor of his assistant
Marsha's 21 years of service and
her upcoming departure to Alaska.
Please stop by the office in the
Captain's Walk for sweets and
refreshments and to say hello from
2-5pm Friday, July 13.

ELECTION DATES
Application deadline
Friday, July 27
Proxies will be mailed
Tuesday, August 20
Candidates meeting
Wednesday, September 5
Annual meeting
Tuesday, September 18

MECA EVENTS/MEETINGS
Water aerobics
Tuesdays/Thursdays
Noon & 6pm — pool, 4th floor deck
Dialogue Committee meeting
Tuesday, July 17
7:30pm — Community Room
MECA board meeting
Tuesday, July 24
7:30pm — Windjammer Room
Leave event and meeting notices at the
desk for the Dialogue.
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices!
Dr. Curtis Day
Dr. Steven Hettinger
Chiropractic Physicians

1480 W. Catalpa
(Just east of 5500 N. Clark Street)
(773) 275-7977

■ Professional Dog Walking
Daily Walks
Early Riser
After Hours
Weekend Visits
Short/Long Term Visits

Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available
Serving Our Community with Pride

Improving the Quality of Life
We provide assistance with Bathing, Dressing.
Companionship, Meal Preparation, Med Reminders, Light
Housekeeping, Laundry, Transportation, Shopping &
Errands, and much more!
Call us for a free in-home consultation!
(773) 509-9546

■ In-Home Pet Care

Cat & Dog Services
Holiday Visits
Vacations Visits

■ On-Line Boutique
Clothing
Feeders/Carriers
Gifts/Accessories
Toys & More

Bonded, Insured & Certified

Call: 773-338-PETZ (7389)
info@bigcitypetpals.com
www.bigcitypetpals.com

Bricolage
Update on Bryn Mawr mosaic

By Tracy Poyser
Take a walk or drive through the Bryn
Mawr/Lake Shore Drive underpass and
look at the north wall — and just imagine
that the grand design sketch outline
you’ll see there will be full of color, texture and life by the end of July!
Ernie Constantino from 48th Ward Ald.
Mary Ann Smith’s office reports that the
preparatory work is progressing on
schedule. A team of artists working in the
garage at St. Andrew’s Greek Church
have been busy creating concrete shapes,
from fishes to other components, to flesh
out the base for the mosaic.
The mosaic will feature tiles and components created during several workshops
in June, one of them at the Edgewater
Historical Society organized by Betty
Mayian. The EHS Museum was packed
with volunteer artists who participated in
painting tiles with designs of their own
creation. Everyone was encouraged to
donate toward the purchase of the sup-

plies. Betty collected the money from
men and women from 9 to 90 years of
age. Ald. Smith came by to lend a hand.
Coffee and cookies and homemade guacamole were provided. It will be exciting
to see our “works of art” in place at our
own neighborhood bricolage project.
Lead artist Tracy Van Duinen will start
the actual installation around July 10 and

predicts the work will be finished in six
weeks.
The project is still collecting materials,
so if you have leftover tiles and cracked
or ¼ inch broken pieces of mirrors to
contribute, please contact Ernie at Ald.
Smith’s office, 773-293-8411 or e-mail
Ernie@MASmith48.org.
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Restaurant review

off beforehand (but you may miss some
tasty little bites). The fish was expertly
deboned at the table, and we loved every
firm-fleshed bite enhanced with the
sweet chili flavor and lots of lime — a
wonderful contrast to the spicier grilled
eggplant.

Viet Bistro, a new treat on Devon

By Tracy Poyser
If you’re mourning the
closing of the famed
Pasteur on Broadway,
fret no more! Its owners,
Kim and Dan Nguyen,
opened their new Viet
Bistro on the north side
of Devon just east of
Glenwood — and it’s a classy addition to
our neighborhood. I had never been to
Pasteur, but I can’t imagine it could have
been any better.
My MECA neighbor Judy Baharal and I
tried Viet Bistro for dinner in early
March just a few days after they had
opened with a very limited menu. We
were (almost) the only guests, and our
gracious hostess/owner Kim sure made
us feel special and welcome. When I
went back with another exotic-food fan
in early June for a 7:30pm dinner, the
place was hopping — but we got seated
right away and were never rushed during
dinner. Both times, the service overall
was just great. Attentive, well-trained
and enthusiastic young waiters appeared
almost by magic any time we needed
something. They really knew the menu
and ingredients and didn’t try to push the
most expensive items.
Viet Bistro has a temporary BYOB policy, and with Hanh’s Liquor less than a
block west on Devon, it’s easy to get a
nice bottle of wine if you forget to bring
one.
We fell in love with the décor right away.
It’s a two-room place, part lounge, part
restaurant, with floor to ceiling windows
and a comfortable atmosphere. Warm
orange light fixtures (designed by Kim
herself), suede orange couches and black
leather chairs greet you when you come
in through the lounge, and the dining
room features a soothing, stylish rust
color scheme with nicely spaced tables.
The artwork on the exposed brick walls
is quite amazing; collages of actual butterfly wings create images of bowls and
chopsticks — beautiful and very fitting.
Now the most important part, the food!
When a neighborhood has as many Asian
restaurants as ours has, it is hard to stand
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During my June dinner with my friend
Paul, we shared again, fresh, delicate
spring rolls with shrimp, rice noodles and
assorted greens in a rice paper wrap,
shredded green papaya salad with shrimp
and jellyfish dressed with a fish sauce —
very light, lemony and crunchy, and no
“fishy” taste at all — stir-fried tofu in a
curry sauce and, based on the March experience, an encore of the whole red
snapper. We practically licked our plates
(except for those fish bones).

Owner Kim Nguyen (left) with author
Tracy Poyser and the trio of sorbets.
out, but the Nguyens have done it. The
prices are a bit more upscale than the
Argyle Street places, but well worth the
few extra dollars, and the portions lend
themselves to sharing. It’s not a superlarge menu; chef Dan offers seven unique
appetizers, a couple of exotic salads, and
three soups — all priced between $4.50
and $7.50. His dozen or so main courses
range from $10 to $20, with a couple of
lower-priced side dishes. A loungespecific appetizer menu (available after
the dining area closes at 10pm) is in the
works.
Back in March, Judy and I decided to
share a lobster roll, the spicy shrimp
curry soup, an order of grilled eggplant,
and the whole red snapper with a sweet
chili sauce. The lobster roll needed just a
bit more punch in terms of spicing, but
the texture and quality were great. The
spicy shrimp curry was amazing. Viet
curry is a style unto itself, not the same
as the Indian curries you find further
west on Devon. It’s complex and very
fresh and flavorful, with a bunch of herbs
and citrus notes, not so hot that it burns
your tongue, but not for the meek either!
The whole red snapper is served with its
head on — so if you don’t like your food
looking at you, tell your waiter to take it

We topped off our meal with a beautifully presented trio of lemon, mango and
raspberry sorbets covered in white
chocolate — almost too pretty to eat, so I
had to take its picture first (together with
a proud Kim Nguyen).
I tried to look at the plates of neighboring
diners and listen to their reactions. Favorite appetizers included vegetable tempura
and Nem (grilled ground chicken and
pork wrapped around a lemongrass
stalk), and Hu Tieu Sate (spicy beef noodle soup topped with cucumbers, tomatoes and peanuts).
A couple of meat dishes seemed to get
raves, particularly Boi Lu (beef marinated in pinot noir, soy sauce and peppercorn and skewered with baby bok choy,
onions, tomatoes and bell peppers), and
the spicy curry beef. Our waiter also recommended the organic farm-raised
salmon braised in ginger, and pointed out
that Viet Bistro prides itself on fresh,
organically grown ingredients wherever
possible.
Will I go back? Most certainly — I’d like
to eat my way through the entire menu.
When? Not soon enough!
1346 W. Devon Ave.
773-465-5720
Hours: Sun.–Thu: 5pm–12am
Fri.–Sat: 5pm–2am
Reservations recommended
Street parking available
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Water aerobics’ instructor Paula Trent directs seven students in exercises
Water aerobics is a non-weight bearing low-impact exercise where water, instead of your lower extremities, supports
your weight. It provides a great deal of resistance in all directions for your muscles to work against. This multi-directional
resistance provides an excellent environment for rehabilitation of injured athletes, the aged, orthopedic patients and
those who are over-weight or who have not exercised for a while.

Zoning and Planning

Water aerobics

By Sandy Chaet

By Jack Winans

At the April meeting of the 38th Ward
Zoning and Planning Committee, delegates turned their attention to the Affordable Housing Proposals previously discussed at the March meeting. A motion
was made to support the “mayor’s ordinance” calling for 10% set aside in developments where city land had been purchased, there was a Planned Development requested, or a zoning change that
would add density to a development. The
motion was approved by a vote of 24-4,
with two abstentions. This would let our
alderman know how the 48th Ward
wanted her to vote. The Chicago City
Council subsequently approved the
Mayor’s Affordable Expansion Requirements Ordinance.

Water aerobics classes started Jun. 19
with seven students under the tutelage of
lifeguard instructor Paula Trent.

At the May meeting, Ald. Mary Ann
Smith in her report said that the new
plans for George Lane Park have been
done. The different block clubs affected
would will review the plans and it is
hoped the park will be completed by the
end of this year. It will have a play lot
and open space. Ald. Smith also said
historic status is being sought for Bryn
Mawr between Sheridan and Broadway.
The artwork under the viaduct on Bryn
Mawr should be starting shortly, and the
sketch of it has been drawn. If you want
to volunteer to help, call the alderman’s
office (784-5277). There are cameras on

Classes are held at noon and 6pm on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, last 30 to 45
minutes and are planned to extend
through the summer season. Participants
must sign a waiver in the management
office prior to attending classes.
Granville/Winthrop and Thorndale/
Winthrop. By calling the Edgewater
Chamber of Commerce (561-6000), people have 20 days to review the cameras’
findings. The Chicago Public Library
will stay at the present location on
Broadway. Plans are to enlarge the existing location. Lastly, if you want to check
the gas prices in the Chicagoland area
call, 312-742-4GAS or visit:
www.chicagogasprices.com.

Dialogue reprints
Reprints of Dialogue
pages are available in
color on photo paper at
the price of $1 per page.
Call or e-mail the editor
with your requests.
For reprints of back issues from January
2000 to date, go to:
www.MalibuEast.org/dialogue

Balcony tomatoes 2007
By Jack Winans
While shopping at Gethsemane on Clark
Street for this year’s balcony flowers, I
spied some very sturdy tomato plants. As
last year’s balcony tomatoes weren’t as
successful as hoped for, I bought a Sweet
Cluster (full size) and a Heartland
(dwarf) rather than send away for the
“so-called” designed-specifically-forbalconies tomato plants.
A month after transplanting them into
large pots and daily watering by Elaine,
we have 10 golf-ball-plus-size fruits and
multitudes of flowers.
I’ll keep you posted.
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Restaurant review
By Betty Mayian
Anteprima
The newest of the
Andersonville restaurant collection is here.
Anteprima is an Italian
food- and wine-based
trattoria with regional
and rustic recipes from
the travels of one of the
partners, Marty Fosse.
Marty and his partner, Tim Rasmussen,
of Charlie’s Ale House, have created a
café that is different from the several
other Italian ones in the neighborhood.
The indoor portion of the restaurant is
not extremely large but doubles in size
during the summer with an outdoor patio
that is perfect in the summer breezes.
Plenty of shade and it is in the back —
away from the noise and traffic. A very
romantic spot making this just another
outdoor pleasure in the neighborhood.
Friends of ours, from California, actually
suggested
An tepr ima
because they
saw a review
in Time Out
magazine
and
th e
R e a d e r
newspaper.
So, there is
good publicity already — and it just opened. Being
from California, they wanted wine. The
wine list is printed on the back of the
menu. You can get whole bottles of everything listed or a portion of some of
them in a quartino size that is like a glass
and a half or more of some beautiful Italian wines. Our choices were Chianti
classico, trebbiano d’abruzzo (a crisp
white wine), and a red wine that was so
good that I forgot its name. Marty was so
nice that he let us taste one or two before
choosing. The trouble is, I have a poor
memory and only know it was great. By
the way, the second wine he brought to
taste was great, too, but not as good. And
I do remember its name – aglianico. See,
everyone remembers Chianti, though.
Ara had a classico, too — Coca Cola.
The rustic part of the recipes is very ap-
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parent
here,
especially when
you look at the
greens that you
will see in the
various recipes.
Don’t
expect
your everyday
lettuce or spinach when you
can go for dandelion greens,
chard, arugula
an d
r a pi n i .
Don’t look for
mashed potatoes
when you can
have beans as a
side dish. What
kind of beans?
Well, the secret is to try them because I
haven’t heard of some of them at all. The
grilled quails, marinated in honey and
balsamic vinegar, have borlotti beans and
pancetta to accompany them. Cannellini
beans can be a starter or be in the soup of
the day, or maybe be the side for one of
the main courses. Other sides include the
use of artichokes, couscous, grilled polenta, roasted or fingerling potatoes, or
grilled eggplant.
A dish of bite-sized pieces of a zucchini
cake was much appreciated at our table
and was brought to us to welcome us
here. Very nice! A side or starter that I
will have next was the one my friend
Donna had, with arugula and beets. The
dressing that accompanied the red and
yellow beets had walnuts, gorgonzola
cheese with a lemon-infused olive oil.
She greatly appreciated it, and it made
me want one, too. She had a seafood
pasta dish, half order, to complete her
meal. Her husband, Bob, had a plain
mixed salad and a half plate of tagliatelle,
described as prosciutto ragu with Parmigiano reggiano. My husband had no
trouble handling the strip steak with rosemary, lemon, olive oil, and arugula. He
loved it and ate it all. For the seafood
lovers, the halibut was on the menu, and
whole yellowtail red snapper was one of
the specials of the day. I couldn’t choose
— in fact, Marty was so considerate of
my wishes that he asked questions about
my preferences and came up with different sides to go along with my chosen
halibut. The salsa verde was put on the

July 2007

side so I could use it at my discretion. It
was so good and really brought a wonderful flavor to my fish. Since I am not a
couscous lover, Marty mixed up cannelini beans with arugula for the side.
Our friends each decided to order salads
and half orders of pasta instead of a main
course entrée. By the way, it is a really
good idea to include half orders of pasta.
I never can finish other restaurant pasta
orders and wind up taking some home for
a possible snack or meal. This way, the
meal sits lighter on the stomach if you
really want pasta. Then there might be
room for desert. We didn’t, but our waitress, a law student at DePaul, told us
about some mouth-watering choices if
we wanted to indulge.
We decided to walk off the meal a little
and went three doors south to Sweet Occasions for ice cream. A small scoop was
just right in topping off a delicious meal.
Then we walked again — to try to take
care of the ice cream!
Anteprima does not take reservations, but
it opens at 5:30pm, so arrive early or go
on off nights. We saw lines on Saturday
night, so be aware. No lunches and no
breakfasts or brunches. They serve coffee
from Metropolis on Granville, if you
really like the good stuff. We will go
again.
5316 North Clark St.
773-271-5233
Sun.-Thu. 5:30-10pm
Fri./Sat. 5:30-11pm
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Dear Etta Kitt,
The first really nice Sunday
in June, I was enjoying the
opportunity to finally open
wide all of my patio doors
and let fresh air fill my home. After a
false start, spring was finally here with
summer temperatures. After being cooped
up so long, the joy of fresh air was raising
my spirits.
Woops! I spoke too soon — a sudden
whiff of the acrid smell of burning fuel
came through the open patio door.
Someone in a unit below me had started a
charcoal fire with that icky, smelly
charcoal lighter fluid. I knew that that was
not only against the rules, but also an
affront to our good-neighbor policy.
Unfortunately, I couldn’t spot the villain,
and the smell got stronger. With no
recourse, I had to shut up my home once
again.
Why do people do this? Don’t they know
that it is not only against the regulations,
but in a tight community such as this, is
selfish and thoughtless?

Signed, Smoked Out
Dear Smoked Out,
You’re right, it is against our rules and it
is an affront to good-neighbor relations.
Sometimes when people move here from
a neighborhood of single-family homes,
they don’t realize that what they do can
affect many homeowners. We can only
hope that they actually read the
documents that are provided them when
they buy a home here. We can only hope
that they will adjust to condominium
living and understand that the rules are
made so that we can live in peace, side by
side. In order for a condominium
community to work, it takes the efforts of
all of us working in harmony and
exercising good judgment for us to enjoy
our homes.
From page 7 of our MECA Rules &
Regulations:
Barbecuing is permitted only with a fully
covered charcoal or electric grill, which may
only be ignited with an electric starter. As
provided by the City Ordinance, no propane or
other bottled gas of any kind can be used as
fuel.

NOTE: “Electric starters work easily
using our balconies’ electrical outlets.
Kim’s Hardware at Glenlake and
Broadway sells them for $12.

Malibu East Dialogue
'Town Crier'
announcements
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We welcome all new residents to our building, including:

by Rodica Ilc

If you have information concerning talented or famous
MECA residents, please contact the Dialogue.

Balcony Man by Scott Virzi
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ness Bureau is clean, and Mutebi comes
across as a very straightforward businessman with high morals.
His African company handles only government and corporate accounts, doing
installations and networking. He travels
back to Uganda a couple of times a year.
He doesn’t plan on expanding here in
America until things are running more
smoothly.

Horuss owner Ronald L. Mutebi

Service review
By Jack Winans
Horuss Microsystems
Fourteen years ago when I
opened the FirstBytes
Computer Center in Berger Park, PC Doc at
Broadway and Devon was
already an established
computer repair shop catering to DOS heads. Over the past 20
years there has always been a computer
repair shop at this location under changing ownership and changing names, currently Horuss Microsystems.
I’ve had experience over the years with
the several shops at this location and recently when my son’s three-year-old laptop’s hard drive crashed, I brought it to
Horuss owner Ronald Mutebi on a Friday
afternoon. He installed a new drive,
WinXP Pro, MS Office Pro and salvaged
the files from the old drive — all at a
VERY reasonable price — and had it
ready to go the following Monday. He
also installed an excellent antivirus program and a DVD player program at no
extra cost.
Mr. Mutebi from Uganda came here in
1997 for education, and in 2004 he decided to stay and open an extension here
of his Kampala computer services company, Tek Consults Group, retaining the
established Horuss name.
Mr. Mutebi went to university in Uganda
and Nairobi, Kenya, and broadened his
computer knowledge here at DeVry and
DePaul. His record with the Better Busi-

His experience includes several corporate
accounts and AT&T calls him on a consulting basis when clients run into problems with T1 or DSL lines. His computer
shop has an Internet café and parts, software and rebuilt computers for sale. Shop
rates are basically $70 per hour and a $25
fee for home service. The $25 fee isn’t
charged on a referral, so be sure to mention this article. He says that many problems can be rectified over the phone at no
cost.
When asked if he’d had any unusual or
funny experiences with his business here
in America, Mr. Mutebi shyly mentioned
that perhaps Americans sometimes have
a rather backward view of Africa. Once,
when making a home service call, his
new customer had a look at his dark skin
and heard his melodious Ugandan lilt and
realized that this computer tech was from
Africa. He wanted to know if there were
computers in Africa, if Mutebi really
knew how to fix them and if they had
roads and streets where he came from.
Ronald assured him that he was capable
and that his hometown of over a million
people had plenty of computers. (Nextdoor Nairobi is the home of the infamous
Nairobi e-mail scam.)

Horuss Microsystems
Ph 773-338-2202
Fx 773-338-2071
Tek Consults
Ph 773-353-5085
Fx 773-338-2217
6361 N. Broadway Ave., Ste. 100
rmutebi@tekcinc.com
www.tekcinc.com
Hours:
9am-6pm Mon.–Sat. summer
9am–5pm Mon.–Sat. rest of year
Editor’s note: The Dialogue has printed
many restaurant reviews and is now starting a series of reviews of service businesses in order to help with many of the
queries that the Dialogue receives concerning plumbers, electricians, carpenters, cleaning services, etc.

If you have had a “good” experience with
Mutebi lives in Rogers Park with his wife
a local service supplier, please contact
and his three-year-old girl and five-yearthe Dialogue with the details.
old boy. He plays soccer and rugby and
still likes them, but he has become
“Americanized” in
Malibu East Condominium
that he has a new
6033 N. Sheridan Road
passion for golf and
Chicago,
IL 60660-3003
Monthly Rates
flies small planes
Eighth Page $25
Chris Chiodo, Property Manager
and is on his way to
(business card size)
Phone: 773-271-1732
getting his private
Quarter page $50
Fax: 773-271-1743
license. He sails and
Half page
$75
used to berth his
Published monthly.
Full page $100
sailboat at Jackson Distributed by the first of each month.
Centerfold $250
Park. He swims and
Advertisements paid in full
by the 15th of the month
bikes and recently
Please make checks
will appear in the next monthly issue.
did Mayor Daley’s
payable to MECA
Rates subject to change without notice.
“Bike the Drive.”

Malibu East Dialogue

July 2007

Page 13

Reach 500 units here plus 50 association offices!
PHONE: (773) 275-0110

HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

We Cool the Heat – And Heat the Cool

DR. JACK P. HORBAL

Celebrating our 50 Year

DENTIST

th

Heating and Air Conditioning
since 1956

CAPTAIN’S WALK
6033 N. SHERIDAN RD.
CHICAGO, IL 60660

(773) 539-5225

Sheridan Hair & Body Studio
TOTAL BEAUTY CARE FOR THE FAMILY
HOURS:
Tuesday
9:30-5:00
6033 N SHERIDAN RD
Wednesday 9:00-7:00
CAPTAIN’S WALK
Thursday
9:30-6:00
CHICAGO, IL 60660
Friday
9:00-7:00
Saturday
8:00-5:00
TELEPHONE: (773) 561-6595
Sunday by appointment only
(773) 561-6596

773 784 4024
Serving
Sheridan Road

CLOSED MONDAY

Malibu Convenient Food Mart
6033 N. Sheridan in the Captain’s Walk
5943 N Broadway
Chicago, Illinois 60660

Stop in for
coffee – and.

Speak 773.878-7233
www.BarkBarkClub.com
Now offering
Dog walking &
Cat Sitting services

ROADY – TOADY
Transportation to and from O’Hare
and Midway, suburbs, etc.
Female driver

(773) 728-1902

Fresh pastries
delivered daily

Mon/Fri
8 am to 9 pm
Saturday
8:30 am to 8 pm
Sunday
9 am to 5 pm

For Delivery Call: 773-769-5440

OMNIBUS
OMNIBUS
OMNIBUS
OMNIBUS

Rentals
Sales

Omnibus Services, Incorporated
Omnibus Real Estate, Incorporated

773-775-3400 (office)

Sandy Chaet

773/334-0993 (direct)

“A personal touch”
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White elephant sale
The displays were a virtual cornucopia worthy of a Wal-Mart! Everything from art to a zebra
(toy) was on sale. In a golfing display, there was everything but clubs. There were enough
children’s toys and clothes to supply several large families. There were enough trinkets to
stock a large antique shop and enough jewelry to adorn any large harem. Clothes, purses,
Indian imports, books, everything imaginable except — sorry, Jo — no skis this year!

Malibu East Dialogue
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices!
MARKET
UPDATE
(PER MLS)
3 1-BRs
$189,000 to
$204,900
19 2-BRs
$239,000 to
$310,000
AB $799,000
For Rent
2 2-BRs
$1,600 to
$1,625

BAIRD&WARNER

Selling or Buying

Mocky Sire

Realtor
Cell: 773-497-0404
Fax: 773-334-8452

DUE

Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists
Get your BEST VALUE through
the Rogers Park/Edgewater Experts!

mocky.sire@bairdwarner.com
737 N. Michigan Avenue, #1800
Chicago, IL 60611

For more information please call
Your Neighbor,
MOCKY SIRE

5128 W. Irving Park Rd.
Chicago, Illinois 60641
Business (773) 283-4600
Home (773) 271-7649
Cell (773) 520-1945
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net

Percy L. Smith
REALTOR

•
•
•

AVAILABLE 2BR 2BATH

GETMalibu East South
14D 15K 26D 29F 44K
UPDATE20G
1BR-35M 9B Closed
Malibu East North

10C

HMWagnerRealty@sbcglobal.net
6033 N. Sheridan – Suite 9 Ÿ Captain’s Walk Mall

HOW MUCH MONEY DO YOU NEED?
Do you want to buy or sell a property?
Would you like to refinance and lower your interest rate?

VLAD DOROJAN

Mortgage Consultant
Cell: 312 213 0995
E-mail: vladd@abfloan.com
American Banc Financial

LAURA DOROJAN

Realtor
Cell: 312 213 0994
E-mail: ldorojan@yahoo.com
Jermyn Street LLC

An Illinois residential Mortgage Licensee

We are working
for your future

your service
In Edgewater

Member Chicago Assc. Of Realtors
Member of MLSNI
Office Address:
2714 N Ashland Ave
Chicago, IL 60614

BUYING & SELLING
EDGEWATER & ROGERS
Phone: (773) 275-1442
PARK CONDO SPECIALISTS
Cell: (773) 405-8588
THIS IS THE BEST TIME OF
YEAR TO LIST YOUR
Fax: (773) 275-0894
CONDO. The weather is
E-mail
(1):
earlmoshinsky@yahoo.com
breaking and a great time to sell.
CALL MY CELL: 773-405-8588 10AM TO MIDNIGHT
WE WILL ADVERTISE IN A MINIMUM OF 3 TYPES OF MEDIA AND HOLD
OPEN HOUSES. VERY COMPETITIVE LISTING RATES.
SELLER & BUYERS CONTACT YOUR NEIGHBOR EARL MOSHINSKY/
REALTOR/MAJOR INTERPRISES/MLSNI/N.A.R./C.A.R.

REALTORS®

WE ARE YOUR TEAM

Earl H. Moshinsky / Realtor®
®

•

Malibu

WAGNER REALTY SERVICES

A.A.Kaplan Enterprises.
Energetic movers of real estate,
professional real estate
appraisers, mortgage brokers.
Insurance producers: life, health,
home, auto, business.
Ph
773-394-1070
773-394-1066
773-715-6436.
Fax: 773-394-1090.
E-mail: al@kaplanchicago.com

•

We have Interested Buyers Now

773-334-0200

Contract Pending
On units 28G & 12E
Active listings are
43G, 39E and 26F

•

FREE Advertising

Ÿ BUYING
Ÿ SELLING
Helen Wagner Ÿ RENTING

Expert service, Buying, selling
or renting — contact Percy

•
•

FREE Market Evaluation

ACTIVE LISTINGS
Nenita Dejuras
(773) 354-1235
nenita@atproperties.com

6033 N Sheridan 24J 2B2B
6030 N Sheridan 1105 1B1B
5320 N Sheridan PREMIUM
Deeded parking spaces

Raissa Alandy
(630) 935-3582
raissa@atproperties.com

Call us for all your real estate needs!
Stop looking, start finding.
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Electioneering policy

NOTICE

By Jack Winans

All director candidates are requested to provide the Malibu
East Dialogue a statement of
their candidate qualifications
and a list of objectives and priorities if elected.

At the July 29, 1997, MECA board meeting, the board took the following action
to open the election process in order to
encourage more candidates.
• The management office will provide
photocopying service at a reasonable
rate for mailings.
• Campaigning would be allowed in the
lobby during specified dates and
times. Flyers pre-approved by management and prepared at the candidates’ expense may be passed out
during those times.
• “Meet the Candidates Night” will
continue to be held in the Windjammer Room, offering owners the opportunity to meet and discuss issues
with board candidates.

Please submit fresh material,
not a copy of your original Candidate Form. Please keep your
submission under 250 words.
Please note that submissions
may be edited for space, but
not for content.
A picture of the candidate will
be appreciated. If a photo is
not available, please call the
Dialogue to schedule a free
photo shoot.

Articles written by and opinions of the MECA Dialogue staff
and contributors are their personal views and do not
necessarily represent the views of MECA or its Board of
Directors and management.
Letters to the MECA Dialogue Committee are encouraged. Its
staff reserves the right to edit those letters which it sees fit to
print and to print only those with constructive content.
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at the
management office.

Advertising disclaimer
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in whole or part
any advertising printed in the Dialogue newsletter or included
as a separate insert. The content of such advertising is the
sole responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by the
advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray the
publication cost of the Dialogue.

6033 N. Sheridan Road
Chicago IL 60660-3033
773-271-1732
Marcel Molins, MECA President
Chris Chiodo, Association Manager
Tom Vaughan, Chairman of
Communications Committee
Larry Rosen, Webmaster
www.MalibuEast.org
Dialogue Committee
Jack Winans, Editor
Neil Warner, Asst. Editor
Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor
Jackee Ames
Grace Bergbom
Doris Hyman
Marie Joaillier
Rodica Ilc
Betty & Ara Mayian
Tracy Poyser
Miriam Romain
Debbie Warner
Elaine Winans
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org

Editor
Malibu East Condominium
6033 N Sheridan Road 39F
Chicago, IL 60660-3034

The Malibu East Condominium (MECA) Dialogue is
published by resident volunteers to promote communication
among owners, residents, the Board of Directors,
management and staff of Malibu East Condominium, 6033
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, IL 60660.

Your Malibu East
Newsletter

The Dialogue

Malibu East
Condominium

