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Annual owners meeting brings a contest
State of the Association
President Marcel Molins
Another year; they do
really fly. It has not
been easy. The patience of all of us was
tested during the Garage work. The consensus was that our
hikers worked really
hard during those winter days, and in
spite of the cold weather, they got us the
cars as quickly as possible. On the basis
of the input we received from most of
you, they all received a special bonus.
All of you, residents, acted also very admirably, and you should have received a
bonus too; but it does not work this
way. We have done about half of the
garage repairs. This coming year, as it
will be explained to you by Richard
Strauss, who has been in charge of the
garage construction, we do not plan to
do as much work as last year. The bulk
of the work will be done in 2010 and
2011.
Our other projects have been the continuous work to try to maintain clean
carpets in the halls and eliminate the
stains and the possible installation of a
new carpet in the Captain’s Walk.
We are still wrestling with the problems
relating to the Laundry Room. The issue
continues to be the lack of sufficient
electric power into the room to serve the
types of machines which you would like
to have and that we would like to place
in the room. Electric consultants have
been working with our management
company to attempt to solve the problem.
We did some needed repairs and small
improvements in the swimming pools
and the areas outside the building, and
the engineers continue to review the fa-

çade of the building to comply with the
municipal ordinance. At the same time,
the construction company makes the
needed repairs. We concluded some
time ago that it would be better to make
the repairs as soon as the problem was
discovered.
We have been looking into ways of having a larger and more appealing exercise room, and I believe we will have a
solution in the next few weeks.
Everybody is suffering the effects of the
economic crisis and we have seen a
slight increase in the number of delinquencies; it is very unfortunate. We as
an Association and representing all of
the owners cannot be merciful. Actually
the law is very specific in obliging the
board and management to be very strict
in enforcing the collection of past-due
assessments. The board is prohibited by
law to waive any payment of the assessments due to the Association.
We will have to come to grips, sooner
or later, with the fact that it is very easy
to access our building. Contrary to
many other buildings, our residents can,
in effect, come into the building without
having to use their common area-key or
fob. The board has been considering the
possibility of establishing a system
whereby our doorman will open the
door only after the incoming resident
has activated the opening of the door by
using the common-area key or fob.
Given the fact that we have gone so
many years with the current system, it is
foreseeable that many residents will object, but this is the standard way of operating for the great majority of highrise residential condominiums in Chicago and we possibly should do as they
do. This type of system will increase, of
course, our security and this is paramount for the good of the building and
its residents.

The current cable television agreement
will terminate in the latter part of next
year. During the next few months, we
will have to discuss and review what
type of contract we wish to have. The
chairman of the Cable Committee has
been gathering information and will explain the status of the matter.
In the next couple of years, we will
have to deal also with the requirements
imposed on buildings by the new municipal Life Safety ordinances. It will be
another expensive undertaking, but
hopefully it is a way to save lives and
we will certainly comply.
I continue to be dismayed at the lack of
interest shown by the great majority of
owners. It seems like they have gotten
used to having the board take care of
the problems and otherwise they do not
seem to care the least unless there is an
item which affects them in particular.
SEE ASSOCIATION PAGE 9
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MECA board meeting notes
by Elaine Winans
Annual Meeting of
Voting Members
Tuesday, Sep, 16, 2008
Attendance: 3 management representatives, 10 of 11 directors and 43 residents/
owners.
Not present: Martina Molins
1.
2.

Notice of Quorum
Welcome — President Molins
A. (See State of the Union, page 1.)
B. Presentation of and thanks to directors whose terms are expiring
today:
Neil Warner, Marcia Fishman,
Sandy Chaet, Cass Buscher and
myself, Marcel Molins
3. Election of Board of Directors
A. Presentation of candidates:
Cass Buscher, Sandy Chaet,
Greg Christiansen, Marcia
Fishman, Mark A. Golden, Marcel Molins, Neil Warner and
Renee Zelickson
B. Balloting
No nominations from the floor.
Nominations closed.
4. Minutes
Motions to dispense with reading of
minutes of Sep. 18, 2007, and approval of minutes. Motions made
and passed.
5. State of the association
President Marcel Molins
(See page 1.)
6. Treasurer’s report
(See page 10.)
A. Total of reserves and operating
accounts — $2.9 million.
B. Resolution to transfer excess operating funds to reserve.
Motion moved and passed that
we transfer any excess operating
funds at year-end 2008, as determined by our annual audit, to
the reserve fund at the beginning of 2009.
(Must be voted on by the owners
present in person or by proxy.)
7. Committee reports
(See box on page 3 for index of prepared reports)

A. Garage Project
Richard Strauss
B. Garage
Richard Strauss
C. Cable
Cass Buscher
D. Legal
Cass Buscher
E. Admission
Marcia Fishman
F. Social
Sandy Chaet
G. Security
Sandy Chaet
H. Community Affairs
Sandy Chaet
I. Long Range Projects
Leon LeRoy
J. Sports
Neil Warner
K. Communication
Cass Buscher
L. Pet
Marcia Fishman
Added more gravel to the dog
run
M. Parents
Marcia Fishman
Need volunteers for the Halloween party
8. Informal budget review
Richard Strauss
(See page 9.)
9. Questions from the floor and
discussion of the proposed Rules &
Regulations
A. Is the harassment rule about
sexual harassment? It is about
all harassment that creates an
unsafe environment for an employee.
B. Can a prospective guest fax a
photo ID? Yes, under some circumstances.
C. How do you know if there are
an excessive illegal number of
people living in a unit? Reports
from other residents.
10. General questions from the
floor
A. Do we make copy of photo IDs
of contractors? No, we just hold
their state ID in the Receiving
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Please keep in mind that the meeting
notes are not the official record of the
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The
official minutes are generally approved at
the following meeting and may be viewed
or copied in the management office.

Room until they leave.
B. Will we be able to use the key
fob for the exercise room in the
near future. This has been a priority, but we need to still maintain the security of those using
the room. Hopefully, we can expand the facility and provide a
large window.
C. Could we install a security camera in the exercise room? The
doorman can only do so many
things at once. It would be a
large expense, but some buildings do have a security officer
that watches the monitors.
D. Suggestion for a shower at the
entrance to the pools.
E. Need a trash can by the bus
stop.
F. Compliments on the board and
our newsletter.
G. A resolution was passed thanking the newsletter and all the
committee volunteers for their
hard work.
H. A resolution was passed praising our security staff.
I. What cost would it be to upgrade the electrical service in
the laundry room? This would
be a six-figure amount.
J. Comment that the dryer settings
are incorrect. Board: We do
plan to do something about the
electrical problem starting in
January.
K. How about the proposed automatic door for the entrance to
the freight hallway near the mail
room. This is in process.
L. Laundry stolen. (See Letter to
Editor, page 6.)
11. Announcement of election results
(See on page 3.)
12. Adjournment
Owners Annual Meeting adjourned
at 10pm.
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Meeting of MECA
Board of Directors
Tuesday, Sep. 16, 2008 at 10:10pm
Attendance: 2 management representatives, 11 of 12 directors and 8 residents.
Not present: Martina Molins
1. Election of officers
Marcel Molins, President
Richard Strauss, Vice President
Cass Buscher, 2nd V. President
Neil Warner, Treasurer
Eleida Gomez, Assistant Treasurer
Marcia Fishman, Secretary
Leon LeRoy, Assistant Secretary
2. Additions and revisions to
agenda
A. None
3. Management report
A. A settled lien is still showing up
on real estate documents. Legal
will look into it.
B. A partial payment was made to
the carpet company
4. New business
A. No new business
5. Adjournment
The meeting ended at 10:25pm and
went into closed session.
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What’s happening
around the building
by Chris Chiodo, MECA Manager
tant Rodica Ilc.
Assessments: Assessments are due by
the first of each month. A late charge will
This is only a temporary request until the
be assessed for any delinquent account
end of the year when things should
on the close of business on the 15th of
lighten up in the office. Please undereach month.
stand if you come to the office unannounced, I may not be able to meet with
Please send remittance to:
Malibu East Condo Assoc.
you at that time.
% Sudler – 80
Swimming pool: The swimming pool
8401 Innovation Way
will remain open until the weather breaks
Chicago, IL 60682-8401
or we run out of chemicals to maintain
The management office will not accept
the pools properly. There are no lifeassessment checks.
guards present during this time; swimVisiting management office: If you
ming will be at your own risk. Please
have a concern that needs to be discussed
take any precautions necessary. Children
in person, please contact the management
under twelve (12)
office by telephone
must be accompaSPECIAL NOTICE
first to set up a
nied by an adult.
meeting. In addiThe swimming pool will
15-minute parking:
tion, all work orremain
open
until
the
Please do not park in
ders, complaints
the designated 15and question, can
weather breaks
minute parking area
be made by telefor longer than 15
phone or e-mail
minutes or double-park in the driveway
(malibueast@awb.us). The management
for any length of time or your vehicle
office is extremely busy and it is getting
will be towed. Please inform all guests
harder and harder to stop and discuss isand delivery persons of this policy. Do
sues that otherwise might be done over
not ask the doorman for extra time; they
the telephone with Administrative Assisare not allowed to give permission. If a
doorman fails to comply with the policy,
disciplinary action will be taken against
2009 MECA Board
him.

Election results

Marcel Molins
55.49%
Marcia Fishman
39.72
Neil Warner
30.04%
Sandy Chaet
29.66%
Cass Buscher
20.96%
Greg Christensen
20.10%
The above six were elected
directors for a two-year term.
Mark Golden
15.18%
Renee Zelickson
9.40%
(Total)
220.55%
36.95% of our owners voted.
Note: If every unit owner had voted
and if there were no spoiled ballots,
the total of the candidate percentages
would be 600.0000 since each unit
was allowed up to six votes and all
votes cast by a unit were multiplied
by that unit's percentage of ownership.

Luggage and grocery carts: Many residents are failing to sign carts in and out.
This practice must stop immediately.
You cannot use any cart unless it is
signed out. Once you are finished using
it, it must be returned immediately. If the
doorman fails to have you sign out a cart,
disciplinary action will be taken. If the
staff has to retrieve the cart for any reason, you will automatically be chargd a
return fee and you will see it on your
next assessment statement.
E-mail: You may contact the management office or the board of directors for
any reason, with requests, concerns,
problems, etc.
E-mail to: malibueast@awb.us
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Community
Calendar
by Miriam Romain

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
EDGEWATER
BRANCH LIBRARY
CAPS 24th Dist. Beat #2433
Come meet our beat police.
Wednesday, Oct. 1, Nov. 5, 7pm
Saturday Book Club
11am 1st Sat. month
1210 W. Elmdale
312-744-0718
tinyurl.com/5l55tl
FARMER’S MARKET
Edgewater Green Market
Thru Oct. 18
8am to noon Sat., rain or shine.
Broadway and Norwood
NORTH LAKESIDE
CULTURAL CENTER
Afterschool program
School days 3–6pm. Arts, sports and
scholarship. Coordinated by
Edgewater Community Council.
6219 N. Sheridan Rd.
773-517-7619
Bonnie Tipton Long
tiptonlong@gmail.com
northlakesideculturalcenter.org
NORTH PARK VILLAGE
NATURE CENTER
16th annual Harvest Festival
Sat./Sun, 10am–3pm Oct.13–14
Scarecrow building, storytelling, live
music, farmer’s market, tours,
seasonal food. Free
Winter Solstice Festival
Sat. 6-9pm Dec. 15
Roasted chestnuts, edible ornaments
for animals, music, trail walks,
bonfire.
5801 N. Pulaski
312-744-5472
tinyurl.com/4fe26
THEATER/SHOWINGS
AMERICAN THEATER CO.
“celebrity row”
Suspenseful mystery set in the
Colorado Supermax prison. A young
lawyer defends the civil liberties of
one of the country's most notorious
criminals; her idealism faces
criminal genius.
Oct. 16–Nov. 9
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8pm Thu./Sat., 3pm Sat.–
Sun.
1909 W. Byron
773-929-1031
atcweb.org
BLACK ENSEMBLE
THEATER
“The Other Cinderella”
Coming Oct. 18
4520 N. Beacon
773-769-4451
blackensembletheater.org
CITY LIT THEATRE COMPANY
“Dashiell Hamlet”
A film-noir telling of Hamlet
Thru Oct. 26, $18-$25
8pm Fri./Sat., 3pm Sun.
1020 W. Bryn Mawr
773-293-3682
citylit.org
CORN PRODUCTIONS
CORNSERVATORY
Attila presents:
“How to Describe a Smell”
A new improv each week
10:30pmFridays, $10
Thru Nov. 7
4710 N. Lincoln Ave.
312-409-6435
cornservatory.org
LIFELINE THEATRE
“Duck for President”
Oct. 11–Nov. 30, $12
1pm Sat., 11am & 1pm Sun.
6912 N. Glenwood
773-761-4477
lifelinetheatre.com
LOYOLA STUDIO THEATRE
Jazz and Chorus Concert
Oct. 27, 7:30pm
Wind and Orchestra Concert
Oct. 29, 7:30pm
Mundelein Auditorium
1020 W. Sheridan.
773-508-3847
luc.edu/theatre
PEGASUS PLAYERS THEATRE
Continental Divide: 2-play cycle
“Mothers Against” and
“Daughters of the Revolution”
A timely, 2-play cycle set against the
background of a bitterly fought
gubernatorial election. Mothers
Against follows the Republican
campaign, while Daughters of the
Revolution follows the Democratic
campaign.
Oct. 6–Nov. 9
1145 W. Wilson
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773-878-9761
pegasusplayers.org
PROFILES THEATRE
“Men of Tortuga”
In an undisclosed location, three
men scheme with a weapons
specialist to eliminate the opposition
in Jason Wells' dark comedy of
conspiracy and assassination.
Oct. 9–Dec. 7, $25–$30
8pm Thu.–Sat., 7pm Sun.
4147 N. Broadway
773-549-1815
profilestheatre.org
RAVEN THEATRE
“Jesus Hopped the ‘A’ Train”
Oct. 12– Dec. 6, $20–$25
Sun. 3pm, Thu.–Sat. 8pm
Angel, a young Latino, is in jail for
shooting a religious cult leader. Also
in prison is an infamous, born-again
serial killer who raises the question:
Is faith enough to save those who
have not practiced what they
believe?
6157 N. Clark
773-338-2177
raventheatre.com
COMMUNITY
EVENTS/MEETINGS
Andersonville Arts Weekend
Over 80 artists, including acrylics,
photography, jewelry, painting,
sculpture and 20 performances,
workshops and concerts, more.
Ashland and Clark from Winnemac
(5032 North) to Rasher (5432 North)
Fri./Sun., Oct. 3–5
773-728-2995
andersonville.org &
tinyurl.com/4y2jvo
MECA EVENTS/MEETINGS
Dialogue Committee meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 15
7:30pm — Community Room
Thursday afternoon
discussion group
Thursday, Oct. 16
(every 3rd Thurs. of month)
2:00pm — Community Room
Flu shots
Thursday, Oct. 16
5:30–8:15pm
Windjammer & Community Rooms
MECA board meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 28
7:30pm — Windjammer Room
Leave event and meeting notices at the
desk for the Dialogue.
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November holidays
National American Indian Heritage
Month
November 1
Christian: All Saints Day
Day honoring all saints, known and unknown.
Pagan Wiccan: Samhain
The last harvest festival and the end of
the Wiccan year; marks the death of the
god.
November 2
Rastafarian: Haile Selassie Coronation
Day
Day honoring the crowning of Haile
Selassie, emperor of Ethiopia and Messiah of the Rastafarian faith.
Christian: All Souls Day
Commemoration of the faithful departed.
Mexico, Latin America: Dia de los
Muertos
(Day of the dead) Gathering of family
and friends to pray for and remember
friends and relatives who have died.
November 11
American Secular: Veterans Day
Veterans Day is the day set aside to thank
and honor ALL those who served honorably in the military — in wartime or
peacetime.
November 12
Baha’i: Birthday of Baha’u’llah
Celebrates the birth of the prophetfounder of the Baha’i faith.
November 13
Sikh: Guru Nanak’s Birthday
Commemorates the birth of the founder
of the Sikh religion.
November 24
Sikh: Guru Tegh Bahadur Martyrdom
Time of remembering the execution of
Guru Tegh Bahadur, ninth of the ten Gurus who founded Sikhism.
November 26
Baha’i: Day of the Covenant
Commemorates the designation of Baha’u’llah’s son, Abdu’l-Baha. Begins at
sunset of the previous day.
November 27
American: Thanksgiving (U.S.)
National holiday generally observed as
an expression of gratitude to God for the
bounty of the autumn harvest. Com-
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Condominium Advisory
Council meeting
By Sandy Chaet
Illinois Rep. Harry
Osterman passed legislation to establish the
Condominium Advisory Council. The purpose of this council is
to identify issues facing condo owners,
associations, and other persons with financial interests in condos. It also will
study the Condominium Property Act
and other related interests that impact
condo ownership. The council’s findings,
recommendations, and suggestions will
be reported to the Illinois General Assembly and governor to address the issues. On Wed. Sep. 3, there was a meeting for people to discuss their concerns
with this committee.
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at board meetings to only 10 minutes.
Many issues were brought up to the
council for consideration. Some included
Foreclosures/Eviction — not being able
to collect past-due assessments, making
the process go faster, Condo Property
Act not being followed, how to make
condo owners abide by the act, make
language easier to understand, board
power — not letting owners know about
meetings, limiting time of open session,
limiting term of office, figuring how to
have more residents serve/help, and developer problems with construction and
reimbursement of money.

'Town Crier'
announcements
by Rodica Ilc
We welcome all new residents to our
building, including:

I will say, after hearing the crowd speak,
we here at Malibu East are doing many
things right. There are associations that
don’t give their owners a financial audit
yearly report, and limit their open forum
memorates a feast held in 1621 by the
Pilgrims and the Wampanoag.
November 28
Hindu: Diwali
Five-day festival of lights; heralds joy,
mirth, and happiness for the new year.
November 30
Christian: Beginning of Advent
Start of a 4-week period of preparation
for the coming of Jesus Christ.

If you have information concerning
talented or famous MECA residents,
please contact the Dialogue.
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Candidates Night
By Betty Mayian
Candidates Night was held in the
Windjammer Room on Wednesday, Sep.
3 at 7:30pm. The 2008 slate had a total of
eight candidates running for the six open
two-year-term MECA board director
positions. Seven candidates came to the
event to meet and greet and then make
some apt remarks to the crowd at the
designated time of 7:45. Their chairs
faced the audience and they earnestly
gave a little personal history along with
their thoughts for the future of MECA.
Some candidates were from service on
the current board, but several were new
to living here in Malibu East. That is so
encouraging because they clearly talked
about their love for our fair building, but
that they want to see it prosper. The eight
candidates were Cass Buscher, Sandy
Chaet, Greg Christiansen, Marcia
Fishman, Mark A. Golden, Marcel
Molins, Neil Warner, and Renee
Zelickson.
The flyer said that the initial remarks
would be followed by a mingling around
the coffee and cookies supplied by the
Social Committee. But, the candidates
seemed willing to answer questions from
the audience first. All in all, everyone
seemed upbeat about this slate of
candidates. When this session was
completed, the group and their fellow
residents did meet and greet. Whoever
got elected, we will be well represented.
Good luck to all.
betty@malibueast.org
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L to R: Co-chairs: Ara & Betty Mayian, Director candidates: Mark A. Golden,
Renee Zelickson, Marcel Molins, Sandy Chaet, Greg Christiansen, Marcia Fishman and
Cass Buscher. (Not pictured Neil Warner.)

Join the Dialogue staff
Letter to the editor
Residents of Malibu East beware
On Tuesday Aug. 26, 2008 at approximately 2pm, I washed one load of my
clothes in the Malibu East laundry room
in machine number 20. My wet clothes
walked out of the washing machine and
the laundry room before the machine
stopped. I know the clothes had help
since I never left the laundry room. There
were only two people in the room, myself
and another woman. After she left, I discovered my clothes were missing when I
went to put them in the dryer. I do not
know whether this woman was a resident
in the building, but I would suggest you
be careful about who is in the laundry
room. If you suspect there are people
using the laundry room that do not belong
there, you should report them to management. Although, I really do not think this
was a stranger.
Two night gowns (a yellow print and a
turquoise print)
The articles taken were:
A pair of pink print pajamas
A yellow summer robe
One yellow sweater
One yellow knit top and yellow pant
Three beige panty girdles

Mrs. Hines

WANTED:
Writers, photographers, ad
agents, deliverymen, graphics techs, desktop publishing
techs, editors
— if you have
a talent or just
a good supply of story ideas, we can use
you.
We currently have delivery openings for
volunteers and for writers of two monthly
columns, The “Community Calendar”
and “Neighborhood Notes.” The editor
will assist new writers with these columns as needed. Internet experience
would be helpful to the writer of the
“Community Calendar.”
The Malibu East Dialogue is a rarity, a
professionally produced and printed
multi-page monthly condominium newsletter. As an added bonus, the Dialogue is
typically published at no cost to our association owners due to paid advertising.
Call the editor or come to a staff meeting,
7:30pm in the Community Room the
third Wednesday of every month. Watch
the Dialogue for changes in meeting
dates or contact the editor at 773-3340680 or Dialogue@MalibuEast.org.
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MECA ANNUAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
Public and Community
Affairs
Sandy Chaet
The new Transportation Committee is
awaiting the design to review for the new
bus turnaround station
at
Berwyn
and
Broadway. There will
be a parking lot so
you can park and ride
the bus or L, and
some new shops. The
bus station will
accommodate five different bus routes.
Also the new plans to streetscape
Granville are in the works. Granville
between Broadway and Sheridan will get
some new landscape and wider
sidewalks.
ASCO (Association of Sheridan Condo/
Co-op Owners) will host a forum for
candidates seeking election on Monday,
Oct. 6 at 7pm at Shoreline Towers, 6301
N. Sheridan (limited parking available for
a fee). This will be an opportunity to
meet and listen to various candidates
seeking public offices in the Tue., Nov. 4
election. Among those attending will be
Tony Peraica, Republican candidate for
State’s Attorney; Illinois Sen. Heather
Stearns, Democrat who is seeking reelection; and Illinois Rep. Harry
Osterman, who is seeking reelection.
Lastly, Mayor Daley has proposed that
the City of Chicago change garbage
pickup for restaurants, office buildings as
well as high- rises. The City would assign
the company we have to use for seven
years and charge us 5 percent for this.
Under Daley’s plan, the city would be
divided into areas, each with a single
hauler that they would have to use. The
mayor is hoping to raise additional
revenue for the city by doing this. With
this plan, there would be no way that
high-rises, restaurants, office buildings,
etc., could negotiate their own contract or
make the company accountable. It hasn’t
been voted on yet by the City Council.
Please write or e-mail the mayor and Ald.
Smith expressing your disaffection with
this idea.

Here are some suggestions for letters.
Dear Mayor Daley,
I live in a large high-rise of 499 units.
You have proposed that the City handle
garbage pickup, assign the company we
have to use for 7 years, and charge us 5%
for this. I am opposed to this. Buildings
need to go out for bid so they can
negotiate the best price and service for
their needs. Please reconsider this idea.
or:
Please reconsider the proposal of the City
handling the garbage pickup for 7 years
for condos, high-rises, etc., assigning a
hauler, and charging them 5%. This is not
a good idea since the company needs to
have the company be accountable to
them. There are enough expenses that are
mandated by the City, such as Building
Facade, Life Safety; we don't need more.
Mayor Richard M. Daley
121 N. LaSalle Street
5th Floor
Chicago, IL 60602
E-mail MayorDaley@CityofChicago.org
Alderman Smith
5533 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL 60640
E-mail info@MASsmith48org.

Security
Sandy Chaet
Several committees have been working
for automatic doors to be at the lobby
door leading to the freight elevator, as
well as the Sheridan Road door. This is in
the process and hopefully will be
completed by the end of the year.
Also new signs for the freight elevator
have been ordered. The sign stating the
elevator is locked for a move/delivery is
already being used. A new sign
reminding residents to use the passenger
elevator unless they have a dog, cart, or
laundry will also be in place. Hopefully,
this will help the flow of people traffic.
Many times it is asked, what can I do to
help security? When entering a door
using your keyfob, don’t hold the door
open for someone you don’t know. Close
the door and let that person use his or her
own keyfob to enter. If you have an
emergency in your unit, call 911 but also

call the doorman, letting them know of
your call. This way our staff will lock off
an elevator and know where the
emergency is happening.
Management has passed out a folder with
all kinds of safety fliers. It contains the
emergency evacuation procedures for
Malibu East. If you don’t have a copy,
please go to the management office to get
a copy.

Social Committee
Sandy Chaet
First, let me thank Larry Rosen for
making/designing all our fliers for our
activities. To Ilse Siegler and Ruth Betty
Spilky for chairing and planning for the
Day Group. To Betty and Ara Mayian for
chairing Candidates Night. To the rest of
the committee — Barbara Murphy, Aida
Calvopina, Marissa Michaels, Grace
Bergbom, Jovita Duran, and Ann Pacattte
— thanks for all of your time and help in
for our Malibu East social activities. And
thanks to all of you for supporting our
activities! Any suggestions for future
events are most welcome. Just leave a
note for the Social Committee with the
office or doorman. And if you want to
join the committee, leave your name, unit
number, phone number and you will be
contacted.
In October, Respiratory Health
Association will be giving flu shots on
Thursday, Oct. 16, from 5:30–8:15pm in
the Windjammer Room. The flu shots
will be $30 and no pneumonia shots will
be given this year. Only cash or checks
are accepted. If you are on Medicare,
bring your card. There is no charge for
Medicare B participants and Medicare
will be billed only if you are a Part B
participant.
Our Hanukkah lighting and our holiday
party will be in December. Refreshments
are provided, but the success of the
holiday party is the finger appetizers/
desserts that are brought by our residents.
Watch for more details as the date gets
closer.
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MECA ANNUAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
Garage construction

Garage

Richard Strauss

Richard Strauss

We have a three-year plan
to finish the garage
construction/repair work.
The first two years’ work,
2007, 2008 of a five-year
c o n tr a c t w i t h G o l f
Construction, have been
completed. We thank the
owners for their patience and
cooperation.
2009–$517,000 (Golf portion only)
2nd & 3rd floor southeast corner.
The parking area under the swimming
pools. A long-term contract with Golf
construction has guaranteed us lower
construction prices. Hopefully we will
not have to move parkers out of the
building during construction this winter.
2010–$514,000 (Golf portion only)
2nd & 3rd floor southwest corner.
Parking area.
2011–$1,000,000
1st & 2nd floor northwest corner.
The atrium and the parking area above
the atrium.

Only 494 of 534 available spaces are being used. We are 40 spaces under capacity — down 7.5% from full utilization.
The shortfall is almost all in tandem/selfpark spaces.

Project work
Richard Strauss
Since I joined the board in 1991, 17
boards have refurbished most of our
property. To mention just a few of the
projects done:
New roofs
New fourth floor deck
Rebuilt balconies and façades
Painted exterior
Tuck pointing and new construction of
brick walls
North garage wall
Skylight in atrium
Fourth and 45th floor parapets
Redid hallways — carpet, paint, lights
Handicapped access — tower
Captain’s Walk
Garage reconstruction
Fencing
Pavers in driveways
And many more projects

This is due perhaps to:
A. Fewer cars owned.
B. Garage work leading people to park
elsewhere.
We’ll see when the work is done in 2011.
Meanwhile, please use our facility when
it is available and encourage your guests,
and visitors to the Captain’s Walk to use
our garage.

Informal budget review
Richard Strauss
This is a report of the Budget Committee’s work — it is not yet boardapproved.
The inflation rate of the July `07 to July
`08 period was 5.6%. We have tried to
keep increases to a minimum, using
5.5%.
The new budget is over $4,500,000 for
the year 2009.
Assessments.... up 5.5%
Cable TV
$21.75
(Up 3.6% from $21.00 per month
through 10/09)
Parking .......... up 5.5% per month
Valet........... $113.00 from $107.00
Tandem ....... 124.00 from 110.00
Single Self.... 137.00 from 130.00
Motorcycle ..... 69.00 from 65.00
(half of single-space parking)
Surcharges................unchanged
Daily & Weekly .......unchanged
Coupons ...................unchanged
Windjammer rental......unchanged $160
Work orders 1/4 hour...unchanged $10
Locker rental... up 5.5%
(Captain’s Walk extra lockers only.)
Single ........... $43 from $41
Double............ 85 from 81
Triple............ 113 from 107
Reserve contribution $943,000 from
$939,000 — less than a 1% increase.
About $1,600,000 in projects: garage,
hallways, laundry room, etc., etc.

ASSOCIATION

FROM PAGE 1

The good of the building and our community requires us to tackle all the problems
and deal with issues which may not directly affect us. It is not right if we only
get interested in a matter because it has a
direct effect on us. Actually my view is
that if something affects me, then I have
to be extremely careful when reviewing
the issues, disclosing my potential interest in the matter and making sure that I
do not act for my own self-interest.
It would be great to get more community
involvement by all the residents. There is
a way to do it. All we need to do is to decide to impose a special assessment.
(Editor’s note: This was said in jest.) But
we are not going to do it. So please, let
me know how to get more people involved in our community.
Yes, we do need, as it will be explained
by the chairman of the Budget Committee, to increase the assessments, but it
will be a modicum increase. We are faced
with very substantial costs, particularly in
the garage, but also in other areas, such
as the need to improve our elevator systems. We have a building that shows its
age, and this requires continuous repairs.
If we are careful, we can undertake all the
work necessary to keep the building in
good shape without a special assessment,
since the reserves are adequate for the
foreseeable work to be done.
We continue to manage the Captain’s
Walk and even though we do not have
full occupancy, we have a group of very
good tenants. We are trying, of course, to
find additional tenants to occupy the few
empty spaces. If you do know of anybody
who is interested in setting up an office
or any sort of retail outlet, please let us
know.
Many thanks to all of you for all your
support, but do try to get more involved
with our community and do try to get our
neighbors involved too.

Malibu East Dialogue

Page 10

October 2008

MECA ANNUALCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Sports
Neil Warner
The yoga class has
been
running
regularly on Monday
nights for nearly three
years. The class
opens to new members every couple of
months, and we encourage interested
residents to join at that time. Water
aerobics classes were conducted regularly
during the summer. The board has had
preliminary discussions about expanding
the Fitness Room, and we’re hoping to
implement such a plan next year.
neil@malibueast.org

Treasurer
Neil Warner
Our operating budget tends to increase
along with the cost of living, since many
of our expenses are dictated by the cost
of goods and utilities. In addition, nearly
45% of our budgeted expenses are for
payroll and fringe benefits for our
employees, and these tend to be
determined by union contracts over
which we have no control.
Despite major capital projects (garage
repairs, swimming pool improvements)
that we continue to fund, our reserves are
still at a sound level: just under $2.5
million as of July 31. Together with
operating funds, we have nearly $2.9
million in our accounts, although that
level will decline somewhat as we pay
the remaining invoices for the 2008
portion of the garage repairs.
The board makes an effort to place
reserve funds in instruments that earn
good rates of interest for the association.
Funds are invested in six-month T-bills,
CDs and money market funds. To ensure
the safety of our funds, especially
considering the current turmoil in
financial markets, we try, whenever
possible, to keep our account balances
below the level of FDIC insurance.
Although our reserve level may seem
high, we face approx. $2 million-plus in
additional garage repairs over the next
three years. We also may face some
substantial costs in upgrading our TV
capabilities, as well as the city-mandated

life safety program in the next few years
and the ongoing building-façade
ordinance requirements. Plus, there could
be an unanticipated major expense that
we might have to absorb. For these
reasons, we can’t afford to let our reserve
balance drop.
Delinquencies have been high for the past
year, related to overall weakness in the
economy. We assess late charges
according to our rules, and we have a
series of legal steps we take when a unit
falls in arrears by two months.
Nevertheless, when foreclosures or
bankruptcies occur, we have to allow the
legal process to run its course, and this
often translates to losses for the
association. An attempt to minimize these
losses is the primary reason the board has
proposed new rules for assessment
deposits when a buyer’s equity in his unit
is going to be minimal.
The Finance Committee is working to
finalize the audit for 2007. As soon as we
do, the owners will receive a copy. Early
projections indicate that our overall
expenses for 2007, including capital
projects and the Captain’s Walk
commercial unit, rose about 17%. It
appears that we had approx. $700,000 in
excess revenue over expenses, which will
be transferred to the reserves as
authorized at last year’s annual meeting.

Long Range
Leon LeRoy
This year the Long
Range Committee,
along with other
committees, worked
on a plan to install
automatic doors by the
freight elevator in the lobby, as well as on
the wooden Sheridan Road door near the
freight elevator on the lower level. This
should help people access the doors
easier.
The committee also was responsible for
getting the tile repairs and painting of the
swimming pools.
The last item for the committee has been
selecting a vendor and carpeting for the
Captain’s Walk mall. Hopefully this will
be completed soon.

Board responsibilities
Q. Would you please provide the responsibilities of a board member?
A. Serving on a board of directors of a
condominium association requires the
handling of various functions, none of
which should be taken lightly. Unfortunately, unit owners seeking directorship status seldom know exactly what
the functions entail.
• There are eight major considerations
that should be communicated to board
members. Here is a general outline of
the duties associated with condominium boards:
• A board member is a representative
of the association and is expected to act
responsibly in solving a wide variety of
problems, such as security, maintenance, human relations and other matters related to the government of a
small community. The actual day-today work is expected to be performed
by the property manager, who is paid
for his or her services if the association
is not self-managed.
• The board, on behalf of the association, is responsible for complying with
the Illinois Condominium Property
Act, functioning within the guidelines
of the declaration of the association
and administering the regulations of the
association.
• Board members have a fiduciary
responsibility in that they act on behalf
of the unit owners and are required to
make prudent decisions.
• A board member is eligible for other
positions, such as a board officer
(president, vice president, secretary,
treasurer) or committee chairman.
• A board member participates in the
selection and approval of contract vendors, such as landscapers, plumbers
and heating contractors.
• A board member is responsible for
preparing the annual budget and determining the monthly assessments.
• A board member assists in the direction of a property manager and management firm.
• The board members are ultimately
responsible to unit owners who are
association members.
From the Sunday, October 29, 2000, Chicago SunTimes CONDO WATCH by Kent Arney
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices!
PAID

NATIONAL COST REDUCTION CORPORATION
Earn $1,000 for every business introduction you
make that becomes a client of National Cost
Reduction Corporation.
Unlimited potential.
National Cost Reduction Corporation is a Chicago
based expense reduction company.
We provide a free analysis and free forecast of
general and administrative expenses.
No net expense to our clients.
Our web site is www.nationalcostreduction.com
Call or email 312.925.0489 or jcszuba@msn.com to
discuss, ask questions or for coffee.

Your neighbor Joe Szuba
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Restaurant review
By Betty Mayian
Big Jones, coastal
Southern diner
For some of you who
remember
Augie’s
Restaurant on Clark Street,
there is a new occupant in half of the
space. It is a Cajun-New OrleansSouthern-style restaurant named Big
Jones. It is open for breakfast, lunch, tea
and dinner and it serves cocktails, beer,
wine and the best ice tea in Chicago. It is
also the biggest. It bakes its own Sally
Lunn bread (excellent) and makes its own
ice cream and desserts.
Breakfasts are called brunches — even
though you just have eggs. You may
choose from those egg dishes or have
organic oatmeal or whole-wheat
pancakes. For the unusual fare, try the
shrimp and biscuits, shrimp and grits,
lump crab cakes on popovers, or
andouille sausage and sweet potato
biscuits. The eggs are organic Iowa eggs
and they are usually served with potatoes
O’Brien or cheese grits. Try the omelets
with various fillings, such as Creole
cream cheese and fine herbs, bacon with
scallions and cheddar, house Tasso ham,
onion and pimiento cheese or smothered
crawfish. Since they call it a brunch,
other items are buttermilk pancakes with
grilled bananas and orange blossom
butter; French toast made with Sally
Lunn pan bread; or sandwiches served
with fried onion, potato, and okra
medley. Sandwich fillings are Tasso ham
and pimiento cheese, grass-fed beef
burger, fried green tomato BLT, or
Carolina shrimp burger.
Lunches include salads and soup of the
day — both served with home-baked
bread. There are more sandwiches at
lunchtime than at brunch. Included are
jalapeno gator sausage, pulled pork,
eggplant piccalilli and chicken club. You
can choose etouffee or gator gumbo or
even shrimp and grits. Does this sound
like someone channeled Paula Deen to
approve the recipes? Their menus are so
non-Chicago and exotic that you will
want to use the restaurant as a destination
instead of paying the high price of gas to
drive to the South to eat. Lunches, teas
and dinners offer desserts. Think of some
of the most Southern sweets — red velvet

cake, peach ice cream, Mississippi mud
pie, and brandy raisin pecan bread
pudding.
The dinner menu makes the appetizers
the big surprise. Oysters on the half shell
or even baked with wild mushrooms are
stars of the show. Then there is
barbequed shrimp, potato and crawfish
croquettes, crab and mushroom pie,
pulled pork grit cakes, and crab salad and
deviled eggs. The sides with some of the
appetizers might be grit cakes or Johnny
cakes. The luncheon menu entrees are
upgraded at dinner. Out-of-the-ordinary
choices include Brunswick stew, braised
pork hocks or sorghum-glazed chicken.
The beef is grass-fed. The rice is
Southern popcorn rice. Vegetable sides
may include succotash, pickled chowchow, piccalilli, wax beans and garlic
greens.
It is difficult to describe all the
beverages, but I had ice tea with
pomegranate syrup on the side and no
one could finish it all. What a great tea.
Speaking of tea, they offer an afternoon
tea service, too. All of the great teas
available for lunch or dinner are listed
and the coffees are by Intelligentsia
Direct Trade Coffee. The tea menu has
small plates with small prices, like crab
salad and deviled eggs, house salad, ham
and egg salad biscuits and pickled shrimp
and pimiento cheese. The same Southern
desserts are available to finish teatime. A
full selection of beers, wines and

cocktails are a good addition to your
meals.
Check out this Southern-style restaurant
in Andersonville.
betty@malibueast.org
773-275-5725
5347 N. Clark St.
bigjoneschicago.com
Mon.–Fri. 11am–10pm
Sat.
9am–10pm
Sun.
9am–9pm

Picture(s) of the month
Residents may submit pictures of Malibu
East events. Please forward files to the
editor at: Dialogue@MalibuEast.org
along with information and the date of
the event, your name, unit and telephone
numbers. Leave prints at the doorman’s
station. We will copy and return.
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices!
PHONE: (773) 275-0110

DR. JACK P. HORBAL

We Cool the Heat And Heat the Cool

Serving Chicago over 50 years

DENTIST

Full service, sales and
installation of all brands

(773) 539-5225

ask for Brenda or Valerie

HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

CAPTAIN’S WALK
6033 N. SHERIDAN RD.
CHICAGO, IL 60660

Save $20
This ad

Sheridan Hair & Body Studio
TOTAL BEAUTY CARE FOR THE FAMILY

773 784 4024
Serving
Sheridan Road

HOURS:
Tuesday
9:30-5:00
6033 N SHERIDAN RD
Wednesday 9:00-7:00
CAPTAIN’S WALK
Thursday
9:30-6:00
CHICAGO, IL 60660
Friday
9:00-7:00
Saturday
8:00-5:00
TELEPHONE: (773) 561-6595
Sunday by appointment only
(773) 561-6596
CLOSED MONDAY

Malibu Convenient Food Mart
6033 N. Sheridan in the Captain’s Walk
Stop in for
coffee – and.
Fresh pastries
delivered daily

Mon/Fri
8 am to 9 pm
Saturday
8:30 am to 8 pm
Sunday
9 am to 5 pm

For Delivery Call: 773-769-5440

Crate Free boarding service
Doggy Daycare with over 4,000 sq. ft
of indoor & outdoor fun.
5943 N Broadway
Chicago, Illinois 60660
www.BarkBarkClub.com
Grooming — 773.878.7233
Daycare/boarding — 773.989.8807
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Election year 2008
By Betty Mayian
Grace Period Registration and Voting
First Day October 8, 2008
Last Day October 21, 2008
The next General
Election will be
Tuesday, Nov. 4,
2008. At that time we
will choose our
favorite candidates for
federal, county and
statewide offices.
Early voting is allowed from Oct. 14–30,
and you are allowed to vote early nearby
at Warren Park, 6601 N. Western Ave; or
downtown at 69 W. Washington (LL).
Now is the time to make sure you are
registered to vote in this precinct (22), of
this ward (48) in the City of Chicago,
State of Illinois. This may come as a
surprise to some of you who have moved
into Malibu East recently, but we are a
precinct all by ourselves — the residents
of this building vote right in the lobby.
That’s right! Not only is it convenient,
but also no one else can vote here except
us. No excuse about weather, traffic, long
walks to vote or long waits in line. We
know how important it is to vote and
express our views, so take the time to
register to vote now, before you forget. If
you have difficulty reading English,
remember that the ballots are written in
Spanish and Chinese, as well. For other
languages, we have a booklet that could
help you, or, you may bring ONE friend
to translate the ballot.
To vote absentee in Cook County,
Chicago voters must visit the Chicago
Board of Elections at 69 W. Washington,
fifth floor, or call (312) 269-7900. Voting
hours are from 8:30am to 5pm Monday–
Friday and 9am to noon Saturday and
Sunday.
A citizen may register to vote at:
Any branch of the Chicago Public
Library during normal business hours.
Our local library is at 1210 W. Elmdale.
Volunteer Deputy Registrars throughout
the City of Chicago.
By mail utilizing the N.V.R.A. form.*
Area registration locations are in each of
Chicago’s 50 wards during the weekend
prior to the close of voter registration.
*Unless disabled or in the military,
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persons who register
by mail (N.V.R.A.
form) must vote in
person at the polling
place or by in-person
absentee voting the
first time they vote.
Who is qualified to register to vote?
Any person who is a citizen of the United
States on Election Day; and be at least 18
years of age on or before the date of the
next election; and be a resident of the
precinct at least 30 days as of the date of
the next election. The last day to register
to vote in this election is Oct. 7, 2008.
But, there is something new called
“Grace-Period Registration and Voting.”
There is only one way and one place to
register during the 14-day grace period of
Oct. 8–21, 2008. Unregistered voters
must sign up to vote in person at the
Clerk’s downtown Chicago office: 69 W.
Washington, Room 500. You must
show two pieces of identification to
register.
Grace-period voters must vote absentee.
You can: 1) vote in person at the Clerk’s
downtown office immediately after
signing up to vote; or 2) receive an
absentee ballot by mail that you can
complete at home and return to the
Clerk’s office before Election Day.
Grace-period registrants are not allowed
to vote at the polls on Election Day or
vote at any early-voting site.
Changing your voter registration
Address change
A voter who has moved within the City
of Chicago must either transfer his/her
registration to the new address or must
re-register to vote from the new address.
There are four ways to transfer your
registration, all of which require your
signature.
1. Complete the back of your voter
identification card and mail it to the
Board of Elections,
2. Submit a change of address postcard
to the Board of Elections,
3. Notify the Board of Elections in
writing of the address change or
4. Complete the back of the green
registration receipt that was issued to
you when you registered to vote.
The Board of Elections must receive a
change of address request no later than 29

October 2008
days prior to an election.
You may not change your address via the
Internet. A change of address requires
your signature so that it can be compared
against the signature we have on file.
Name change
Any previously registered voter who
changes his/her name must re-register
and cancel the former registration. A
change of name requires a new
registration and a new signature from the
applicant.
Absentee registration
A person may qualify to register to vote
by mail if the applicant is absent from
his/her place of residence on United
States business or if the applicant is
unable to appear because he/she is
outside the territorial limits of the United
States.
A federal or state employee who is absent
from his/her residence because of
government or state business has the right
to maintain his/her previous local
residence for voting purposes.
The Board of Election must receive mail
application for voter registration not less
than 30 days before the next election in
order for the person to be eligible to vote
in the election.
For further information contact the
Absentee Department of the Chicago
Board of Elections at: 312-269-7967.
Members of the United States Armed
Forces
Registration requirements do not apply to
members of the United States Armed
Forces on active duty, members of the
United States Armed Forces who have
been discharged within 60 days before an
election, or to certain qualified residents
who are absent from Cook County.
Persons with a disability
Any qualified applicant who is disabled
and unable to appear at a registration
location may apply to be registered to
vote over the telephone or in writing.
Upon receipt of the request, a registration
officer from the Board will be sent to
take the registration in person. To request
the registration of a disabled applicant,
contact the Community Services Division
at (312) 269-7851.
betty@malibueast.org
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices!
CURRENTLY
FOR SALE
(PER MLS)
2–1BRs
$159,900 to
$184,900
9–2BRs
$199,000 to
$289,900
1–3BR
$479,500
OPEN HOUSE
31H
10/12/08
12–2PM

Selling or Buying

BAIRD&WARNER
Mocky Sire

Realtor

Cell: 773-497-0404
Fax: 773-334-8452
mocky.sire@bairdwarner.com
737 N. Michigan Avenue, #1800
Chicago, IL 60611

DUE

Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists
Get your BEST VALUE through
the Rogers Park/Edgewater Experts!

•
•
•

For more information please call
Your Neighbor,
MOCKY SIRE

5128 W. Irving Park Rd.
Chicago, Illinois 60641
Business (773) 283-4600
Home (773) 271-7649
Cell (773) 520-1945
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net

Percy L. Smith
REALTOR

Helen Wagner

BUYING
SELLING
RENTING

WAGNER REALTY SERVICES
SheridanRoadCondos.com

Active listings are
45E Rental and 12E Sale

6033 N. Sheridan – Suite 9

Captain’s Walk Mall

George Barhoumeh

We are working
for your future

Nicholas R. DelGiudice
Exclusive Agent
DelGiudice Insurance Company
Allstate Insurance Company
521 S. La Grange Rd. Suite 200
La Grange, IL 60525

24-Hour
Customer Service

We have Interested Buyers Now

773-334-0200

Just Closed on 26F & 15K

E-mail: al@kaplanchicago.com

FREE Advertising

If you are thinking
GETof selling in the near
future, please contact us for a
UPDATE
FREE MARKET
EVALUATION

Expert service, Buying, selling
or renting — contact Percy

A.A.Kaplan Enterprises.
Energetic movers of real estate,
professional real estate
appraisers, mortgage brokers.
Insurance producers: life, health,
home, auto, business.
Ph
773-715-6436
773-394-1070
Fax: 773-394-1090

FREE Market Evaluation

Phone 708.354.1260
Fax
708.354.1264
Cell
630.341.1532

Realtor Associate
Business 312.751.9100
Direct 312.440.7515
Cell 773.716.6956
Fax 312.751.9293
George.Barhoumeh@cbexchange.com
www.ColdwellBankerOnline.com
875 North Michigan Avenue
Suite 2000
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Chestnut Cleaning Service
312-332-5575
•
•
•
•
•

Home, sm. business and sm. buildings cleaning service.
Landlord and/or tenant move in and out cleaning.
Party-hosts: complete before and after party clean up.
Construction/Rehab dust & debris cleaning and much more.
We respectively clean for AIDS, cancer and other ill patients;
also the mentally, physically and emotionally challenged,
severe depression, elderly, divorced, deceased and much,
much more.
• We use our own cleaning supplies at no additional cost.
• Excellent references in your building/neighborhood.
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Malibu East
Condominium
6033 N. Sheridan Road
Chicago IL 60660-3033
773-271-1732

White Elephant Sale,
By Jack Winans
The MECA Social Committee came up
with a repeat winner with our third annual White Elephant Sale on Saturday,
Sep. 13. Fourteen tables were set up from
10am to 3pm with plenty of variety to
choose from — jewelry, computer parts,
clothes, knickknacks, accessories, lamps,
music CDs, movie DVDs, books and
more. Our Captain’s Walk mall partners,

Helen Wagner of Wagner Real Estate,
Joannae Topper of J.D.T. Billing, and
Becky Salgado, manager of the First
Commercial Bank, set up tables with
freebees and refreshments. The bank
even had a popcorn wagon and free face
painting for the kids. Although the rainy
weather put a damper on attendance, we
still had a good crowd of “lookers” from
our building, Malibu and other neighboring buildings. Chairman Sandy Chaet
says we might do it again in the spring.

Articles written by and opinions of the MECA Dialogue staff
and contributors are their personal views and do not
necessarily represent the views of MECA or its Board of
Directors and management.
Letters to the MECA Dialogue Committee are encouraged. Its
staff reserves the right to edit those letters which it sees fit to
print and to print only those with constructive content.
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at the
management office.

Advertising disclaimer
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in whole or part
any advertising printed in the Dialogue newsletter or included
as a separate insert. The content of such advertising is the
sole responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by the
advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray the
publication cost of the Dialogue.
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Malibu East Condominium
6033 N Sheridan Road 39F
Chicago, IL 60660-3034
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