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Malibu East strives for progress in 2010-2011 
Status of the building 
President Marcel Molins 
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

Good evening! Another 
year has gone by. So 
many — I have lost 
count. I feel, however, 
that this is a critical 
year for all of us. The 
economic conditions 
are affecting too many 
lives in the world and of course also in 
our building, and it appears that the 
economy will not improve for a while. 
We have too many owners who are suf-
fering the ill effects of the economic cri-
sis and are, unfortunately, forced out of 
the building by foreclosures or are 
forced to sell at prices below the mar-
ket. Under those conditions, the most 
important matter which the board and 
the owners must address is to maintain 
unit values. Their apartment is a very 
important part of the savings of many 
unit owners. 

To maintain values, we need to continue 
our practice of purchasing units which 
are sold, primarily by the banks, at 
prices grossly below market; and sec-
ondly, we must maintain the building in 
top-notch condition. The board, as well 
as the owners, has primary responsibil-
ity for both items. As it is well known, 
units can be bought only with the ap-
proval of the board and the owners. The 
building can be maintained in good 
shape only if the board and manage-
ment apply good maintenance practices, 
and the owners and the residents take 
pride in maintaining the building. I be-
lieve that the board and management 
are keeping their part of this bargain. I 
feel, however, that a number of the 
owners and residents are not taking 
enough pride in the building and are not 

doing their best to keep it clean and 
pristine. We all have realized that we 
made a mistake when we installed the 
carpet in the hallways; it is too sensi-
tive, but there is no excuse for the lack 
of care that some residents show for the 
hallway carpets. Most owners and resi-
dents have sensitive carpets inside their 
units and I am sure that their carpet is 
not dirty the way that the carpet in the 
hallway is or that if it is, they have it 
cleaned immediately. 

We need to fully realize that the hall-
ways and the common elements, includ-
ing the laundry room and other facili-
ties, are part of our home and that we 
should treat them as well or better than 
we treat our unit. As it is well known, 
each unit owner has a percentage own-
ership of all the common elements. So, 
please, let’s treat our property with the 
care it deserves. 

There is another issue that concerns me. 
It is the apathy of, and apparent lack of 
interest by, many owners on the matters 
affecting the building. We had Candi-
dates’ Night a couple of weeks ago. We 
were in total 12 people, four candidates 
(two were excused), the editor of the 
Dialogue and his wife, and six owners, 
including the two who organized this 
event. While it is true that there are only 
six candidates for the six positions to be 
filled at this meeting, one would expect 
that owners would use the opportunity 
to get to know their representatives. 
Only some 30 owners (not counting the 
board members) out of a total popula-
tion in the building of at least 1,000 or 
1,200 persons, are present at the meet-
ing tonight. 

Some of us around this table have been 
serving on the board for a long time and 
it is about time other owners step up. 

I am not chastising those of you who 

did come to this meeting, but I am hop-
ing that some of the owners will read 
this presentation in the Dialogue and 
will realize, as I am sure you realize, 
that it is time for unit owners to volun-
teer some of their time for the good of 
all of us. 

The management of a condominium, 
such as ours, is rather complicated and 
it requires persons with different back-
grounds, but in particular, the building 
needs: construction engineers and archi-
tects, accountants, lawyers and other 
professionals. If we lack some of that 
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Please keep in mind that the meeting 
notes are not the official record of the 
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The 
official minutes are generally approved at 
the following meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

Annual Meeting of 
Voting Members 
By Elaine Winans 
Elaine@MalibuEast.org 
 
Tuesday, Sep. 21, 2010 
Attendance: 3 manage-
ment representatives, 40 
owners, including 9 of 11 
directors. 
Directors not present: 
Daniel Denton, Richard Strauss 
 

1. Notice of Quorum 
Quorum achieved. 

2. Welcome — President Molins 
A. (See page 1.) 
B. Presentation of and thanks to di-

rectors whose terms are expiring 
today: 
Marcel Molins, Eleida Gomez, 
Neil Warner, Marcia Fishman, 
Sandy Chaet, Cass Buscher 
(deceased) 

3. Election of Board of Directors 
A. Presentation of candidates 

Marcel Molins, Eleida Gomez, 
Marcia Fishman, Sandy Chaet, 
Neil Warner, Kim O'Neal 

B. Balloting 
No nominations from the floor. 
Nominations closed. 

4. Minutes 
Motions to dispense with reading of 
minutes of Sep. 22, 2009 and July 
27, 2010 and approvals of minutes. 
Motions made and passed. 

5. State of the association 
President Marcel Molins  
(See page 1.) 

6. Treasurer’s report  
(See page 15.) 

A. Total of reserves and operating 
accounts — $2,697,565.15 

B. Resolution to transfer any ex-
cess operating funds at year-end 
2010, as determined by our an-
nual audit, to the reserve fund at 
the beginning of 2011. 
(Must be voted on by the owners 
present in person or by proxy.) 
Motion moved and passed. 

7. Informal budget review  
(Included in Treasurer’s report, see 
page 15.) 

8. Committee reports  
A. Social, pg 12 
B. Life Safety, pg 12 

C. Dialogue, pg 13 
D. ASCO, pg 13 
E. Security, pg 13 
F. Building Services, pg 14 
G. Floor Reps., pg 14 
H. Long Range Planning, pg 14 
I. Treasurer, pg 15 
J. Sports, pg 15 
K. Admissions, pg 15. 
L. Garage, pg 16 
M. Pet 

Comments by Molins: 
Pet owners need to take more 
care concerning dogs urinating 
by our front door and the prob-
lems with cat smells from some 
units. Would like ideas on re-
ducing these problems, perhaps 
from the Floor Representatives. 

N. Cable 
Molins and Warner — : 
Marcel stated that he has 
stopped surfing, too many chan-
nels. There was a problem with 
HD, and all HD subscribers 
were supposed to get a credit. If 
not, contact the cable company 
(not the office). 

O. Elevators 
Marcel Molins 
Will be looking into it in 2012 
and could be a four-year project. 
 

9. Questions from the floor 
A. Warning to travelers to be aware 

of the recent influx of bedbugs 
in lodgings. None present in our 
building. 

B. What is the percentage of rent-
ers? It has increased from 13% 
to about 17%. We are not at a 
point that it would affect getting 
a mortgage. 

C. What about the rumor of ex-
tending Lake Shore Drive. 
There are NO plans to do this. 
There are proposed plans to ex-
tend the bike path and lake ac-
cess from Hollywood to Evans-
ton. These plans from the 
Friends of the Parks (FOP) are 
merely drawings that are not at 
this time approved or supported 
by tax money. 

D. Will painting of the staircases 
be finished? Yes, we consider it 
a safety and cleanliness issue. 

E. The door from back of the mail-
room to the freight elevator is 

hard to open. We have attempted 
to install an automatic door at 
this location, but unsuccessful 
due to our building’s strong 
negative air pressure. 

F. Once the garage is finished, will 
it be restriped? Yes, and the 
lighting is also being updated. 

G. Complaints about Loyola jog-
gers blocking the sidewalks. 
Please call Loyola and our al-
derman with complaints. 
 

10.    Announcement 
of election results  
Marcel Molins........... 43.90% 
Kim O’Neal .............. 37.61% 
Marcia Fishman ........ 26.41% 
Neil Warner .............. 23.55% 
Eleida Gomez............ 21.03% 
Sandy Chaet .............. 20.46% 
The total percentage of unit owners 
that voted was 28.83% 
 

11. Adjournment 
Owners` Annual Meeting adjourned 
at 9:45pm. 

Meeting of MECA 
Boards of Directors 
Tuesday, Sep. 21, 2010 at 10pm 
Attendance: 2 management representa-
tives, 10 of 12 directors and 2 residents. 
Absent: Daniel Denton, Richard Strauss 

1. Election of officers 
Marcel, President 
Richard, Vice President 
Eleida, 2nd V President 
Neil, Treasurer 
Kim, Assistant Treasurer 
Marcia, Secretary 
Leon, Assistant Secretary 

2. Additions and revisions to 
agenda 

A. None 
3. Management report 

A. Tabled until next board meeting 
4. New business 

A. None 
 

5. Adjournment at 10:30pm 
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Management report 
By Chris Chiodo 
malibueast@awbworld.com 

Assessments: Assess-
ments are due by the first 
of each month. A late 
charge will be assessed 
for any delinquent ac-
count on the close of 
business on the 15th of 
each month. 

Please send remittance to: 
 Malibu East Condo Assoc. 
 % Sudler – 80 
 8401 Innovation Way 
 Chicago, IL 60682-8401 

The management office will not accept 
assessment checks. 

Windjammer Room: Any resident rent-
ing the Windjammer Room is responsible 
for any and all damage that may be 
caused by your guests. The room has 
newly upholstered furniture, new paint 
job/plaster repair on the walls and refin-
ished wood walls. The Association ex-
pects the Windjammer Room to be re-
turned in the same condition as you re-
ceived it. You will be billed for any nec-
essary after-use cleanup and repairs to 
the Windjammer Room, hallways and 
carpet. 
Swimming pools: The swimming pools 
will stay open as long as weather permits. 
Tennis court: Installation of the new 
tennis court surface will begin Oct. 25. It 
will take about one week to complete. 
Bike re-registration: Began Sep. 20. 
New stickers will be issued. They must 
be attached to your bicycle and a com-
pleted registration form must be returned. 
We will continue to allow registration 
until Dec. 31. After that date, all unregis-
tered bicycles will be removed from the 
Bike Room and placed in storage until 
summer. Unclaimed bicycles will be do-
nated to charity. 
Cable TV: Any digital reception or HD 
reception problems, contact USA Wire-
less at 847-831-4561. If your problems 
don’t get resolved, please contact Chris. 

expertise on the board or the committees 
of the board, we will have to spend 
money to buy it by hiring professionals. 
We try to avoid it. For example, one of 
our owners, Arthur Arfa (not a board 
member) has acted, at no cost to the 
building, as the lawyer for the closing of 
some of the purchases and sales of units 
that MECA has handled. We handle all 
the contracts (there are many) internally, 
saving of course the fees of lawyers. We 
need more professionals who are willing 
to assist the board on the projects and 
questions we face. We need of course all 
types of assistance; for example every 
year we spend several thousand dollars in 
landscaping. I understand that several 
board members and other residents are 
willing to do the planting. We used to 
spend several hundred dollars in floral ar-
rangement for the lobby. Our assistant, 
Rodica Ilc, is now buying the flowers, 
saving the building several hundred dol-
lars annually. 

As indicated before, in order to maintain 
and possibly increase the value of our 
units, we need to continuously maintain 
and improve the building. As part of this 
continuous endeavor we have, of course, 
continued with the inspections and the re-
pairs to the façade of the building in or-
der to comply with the city ordinance and 
keep the building in good shape. The re-
pairs to the garage have also continued. 
As you know, this is a multimillion-
dollar project. Hopefully the repairs to 
the garage will be completely finished 
next year. The last phase will take place 
this winter, starting in January. It will 
most likely inconvenience all of us be-
cause the work will be done over the 
atrium, and will affect the ingress and the 
egress from the garage. 

Both the Windjammer Room and the 
Community Room have been redeco-
rated. We have signed a contract to study 
the best way to comply with the life 
safety requirements imposed by the city 
ordinances and we are implementing a 
plan to bring additional electrical capa-
bilities into the Laundry Room, so that 
when the present contract terminates, in 
about a year and a half, we can have lar-
ger and better machines in the Laundry 
Room. 

BUILDING from page 1 
During the year, we also completed the 
new Fitness Room with completely new 
equipment. It appears that it has been 
very well received by the residents who 
use it. We are trying to accommodate the 
use of some of the existing equipment 
which is in good condition, by installing 
it in adjacent rooms such as the men’s 
sauna anteroom and the women’s sauna 
anteroom. Other smaller improvements 
are being planned, such as making handi-
capped-accessible the men’s and 
women’s bathroom in the Captain’s 
Walk as well as the hall leading from the 
elevators to the Captain’s Walk. 

We are planning on restoring the Billiard 
Room by using the old Fitness Room, 
and the Tennis Court will also be re-
stored. 

We plan on doing all of this and continue 
to maintain our reserves with an increase 
of assessments of only 2%, as it will be 
explained by the chairman of the Finance 
Committee. We have concluded that 
given the financial difficulties faced by 
most owners, we need to keep the in-
crease to a minimum and tighten our 
belts. 

 As you know in the last couple of years, 
we have bought a total of six units. We 
sold one at a net-net profit to the Asso-
ciation of approximately $19,000, and we 
are renting one. Two are for sale or for 
rent, until now unsuccessfully, and one of 
the recent purchases has now been given 
to the real estate agent who sold the one 
unit. The last one that we bought, which 
was in terrible condition, is now being re-
stored. It appears also that we might get a 
couple of the Captain’s Walk units 
rented, thus bringing more revenue to 
MECA. 

I am sorry that I have expressed some 
frustration with some aspects of the 
building, but it is necessary that we all 
cooperate to make this building as good 
as it can be and that we have a commu-
nity which is really proud of being in the 
building and being part of this Associa-
tion. 

Thanks for your support. 
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Tijuana working trip 
By Kim O’Neal 
Katie Forrest took a 
g r e a t  v o l u n t e e r 
adventure to Tijuana, 
Mexico. Katie and her 
church group from the 
F i r s t  P resby te r i an 
Church of Evanston, which included 24 
other people, mostly freshman to senior 
high school students. They volunteered to 
help a needy family build a much-needed 
home. They traveled from Chicago to San 
Diego for a night and enjoyed a small 
amusement park on the coast the first 
night, then headed to Tijuana to a camp 
site in the mountains in a valley where 
there is no electricity or water in a remote 
area, and they could see villages on the 
mountains. 

When she got there, you could 
immediately see how poor the area was, 
and she also noticed the piles of trash 
everywhere, and no sanitation. 
Regardless, everyone was very nice, 
happy, and she received smiles from 
everyone. She never felt danger. 

Each morning the church group got in 
their vans and headed 30 minutes uphill 
to the home where they were working, 

which had a family with seven children. 
They worked to build a four-room house 
for the family, because the two-room 
house they had was too small for the nine 
of them. Each of the 25 church group 
members divided up the work so they 
could get the job done in time. They dug 
out the foundation first with shovels, then 
mixed cement with the shovels in 
buckets. There were no power tools. 
Everyone had fun singing songs while 
mixing the cement. While the cement was 
being mixed, they had to put wood beams 
into the foundation, then pour the cement 
into the wood slats, and smooth the 
cement out. This took one whole day. 

At night they would shower with water 
bags that were heated by the sun during 
the day. The church group provided food 
and clean water while in Tijuana, and 
they would create a camp fire each night 
to have with dinner. They tented each 
night. One of the leaders played guitar, 
and one of the kids was a very good 
singer, “He was amazing” Katie said. 

The next day they went back and framed 
out the house with nails and hammers. 
Amor Ministry provided the wood. This 
part of the project took the longest, along 
with building the roof panels. The third 
day they put the walls together, then with 

teamwork slid the roof on from a hill that 
was adjacent to the house. After the walls 
were up, they put chicken wire on the 
outside of the house for the stucco that 
would go on next. 

The fourth day they put on two coats of 
stucco, the second right after the first 
dried. They would pack lunches every 
day, bringing their own food. They would 
all sit under a tree for shade at lunch, as it 
was very hot in the sun all day. 

This family applied for the house, and 
this team built the new home next to their 
old house. They also had a soccer field 
behind their home, and the kids of the 
family were all very good players. That 
was fun because Katie and her group 
were able to play with them. One of the 
family’s children, Julio, who was 15, had 
dropped out of school so he could work 
construction to help support the family. 
This was considered normal that a kid 
would drop out of school so he could 
work to help support the family. The trip 
was one day and a night in San Diego, 
then four nights in Mexico, and then back 
to San Diego to leave for home. 

“Mexico was lively,” Katie said. She 
tried cactus for the first time while there, 
and she said, “It was tangy.” Katie is 
someone you should get to know. 
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Community Calendar 
By Betty Mayian 
Betty@MalibuEast.org 
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
BROADWAY ARMORY 

Indoor park, six gym floors, trapeze 
classes, senior activities, athletic 
equipment, meeting room, computer 
center, batting cage, fencing 
equipment, dancing floor, 
shuffleboard, weights, arts and crafts, 
aerobics, ping pong, after-school 
activities, and more. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 

EDGEWATER 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Plein Air Painters reception 
Friday, Oct. 8, 5pm-9pm 
Painters Gallery thru Oct. 10 from 
10am 
General meeting & Bud Wyman 
tribute 
Jack Markowski speaker “Operation 
Winthrop-Kenmore” 
Sat., Oct. 16, 10am (mtg.), noon 
(speaker) 
Regular museum hours: 
Sat. noon-4pm, Sun. 1pm-5pm 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849 
edgewaterhistory.org 

FARMER’S MARKET 
Edgewater Green Market 
Thru Oct. 18 
7am to 1pm Sat., rain or shine. 
Broadway and Norwood 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 
CITY LIT THEATRE COMPANY 

“Lovers” by Brian Friel 
A younger and older couple struggle 
against societal disapproval. 
Thru Oct. 3 
1020 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-293-3682 
citylit.org 

GRIFFIN THEATRE COMPANY 
“Company” 
Music & lyrics by Stephen 
Sondheim 
Thru Nov. 25 
Theatre Building 
1225 W. Belmont 
773-327-5252 
griffintheatre.com 
 
 
 

LIFELINE THEATRE 
“Wuthering Heights” 
by Emily Bronte 
Love story of Heathcliff and Cathy. 
Thru Oct. 31 
6912 N. Glenwood 
773-761-4477 
lifelinetheatre.com 

LOYOLA’S MULLADY THEATRE 
“Our Country’s Good” by 
Timberlake Wertenbaker 
In 1788, a new Australian colony of 
prisoners put on a play; questions 
arise about the possibility of 
redemption and the transforming 
powers of theatre. 
Oct. 15–17; Oct. 22–24  
1125 W. Loyola Ave. 
773-508-3847 
luc.edu/theatre 

PROFILES THEATRE 
“Jailbait” by Deirdre O’Connor 
Two 15-year-old girls pose as 
college students to meet older men. 
Thru Oct. 15 
4147 N. Broadway 
773-549-1815 
profilestheatre.org 

RAVEN THEATRE 
“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” 
by Tennessee Williams 
Big Daddy’s birthday brings out the 
worst in his family and guests. 
Oct. 12 thru Dec. 19 
6157 N. Clark 
773-338-2177 
raventheatre.com 

REDTWIST THEATRE 
“A Delicate Balance” 
by Edward Albee 
An upper-middle-class family’s 
world is shaken. 
Thru Oct. 24 
“Dracula, a Tragedy” 
For mature audiences only 
Oct. 1–31 
1044 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-728-7529 
redtwist.org 

MECA EVENTS/MEETINGS 
MECA board meeting 
Tuesday, Oct. 12 
7:30pm — Windjammer Room 
Pollak get-together 
Wednesday, Oct. 13 
5–7pm — Windjammer Room 
Dialogue Committee meeting 
Wednesday, Oct. 20 
7:30pm — Community Room 

Thursday afternoon 
discussion group 
Thursday, Oct. 21  
(every 3rd Thurs. of month) 
2:00pm — Community Room 
 
Leave event and meeting notices at the 
desk for the Dialogue. 
 
OCTOBER HOLIDAYS 
German-American Heritage Month 
Italian-American Heritage Month 
Polish-American Heritage Month 
Adopt a Shelter Dog Month 
National Book Month 

October 1 

Simchat Torah (Jewish) 

October 5 

World Teachers Day 

October 8-16 

Navaratri (Hindu) 

October 9 

Birthday of Guru Ram Das Sodhi Sahib 
(Sikh) 

October 10 

Cirio De Nazare (Brazil) 

October 11 

Columbus Day 

Pulaski Memorial Day 

October 15 

National Boss’s Day 

October 15-22 

Navapad Oli (Jain) 

October 17 

Shukaku Matsuri (Shinto) 

Dasera (Hindu) 

October 20 

Adi Granth Day (Sikh) 

Death of Guru Har Rai Sahib (Sikh) 

Birthday of the Bab (Baha’i) 

October 21 

Death of Guru Gobin Rai Singh Sahib 
(Sikh) 

October 28 

St. Jude’s Day (Catholic) 

October 31 

National UNICEF Day 

Reformation Day (Protestant Christian) 

All Hallows Eve (Christian) 
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Candidates Night 2010 
Betty Mayian with Kim O’Neal 

The term “brainstorming 
session” is probably the 
best one for what this 
evening became. The 
usual malaise that 
surrounds our elections 
(whether  they are 
national, state, city, or 
condo building) was what 
I was prepared to host. 
Since there were six 

candidates for the six open positions on 
the MECA board of directors, we knew 
the numbers would be down. But a total 
of 14 people showed up to meet and greet 
the candidates who are taking their 
precious time to help to run our board. 
The number 14 included my husband and 
me, representing the Social Committee; 
four of the six candidates; and eight other 
interested souls. Jack Winans saw that we 
were not going to stand around and talk 
to one another, so we began to gather the 
chairs together and put the coffee cake on 
two tables that we put together. We 
began discussing one subject and then 
another. Soon we were really getting into 
the types of discussions that really help a 
board know which way their residents are 
leaning on particular topics. 

A couple of residents were very new to 
the building and expressed the real desire 
to be accepted on committees. A problem 
seemed to be lack of follow-up of 
committee chairs to even hold meetings 
or welcome new ideas/people into their 
committees. From that impression came 
the idea to have a residents’ group that 
will be based on the Floor 
Representatives. This time, the floors that 
do not have someone representing them 
will get someone appointed, if no one 
else volunteers. This will be by drawn 
lots — with the option that the selected 
resident has the opportunity to find 
someone else on their floor to take their 
place, if they cannot or are unwilling to 
serve. Floor meetings will be scheduled 
to bring issues to the attention of 
everyone in this building. We are living 
in a condominium with owner 
responsibilities; it is not an apartment 
building where everything is done for 
you. It is your home, and what is needed 
to make a condo work is everyone’s ideas 

and a little “sweat-equity.” These floor 
meetings might take place once a week, 
or twice a month. Whatever would allow 
all the residents to express why they are 
not more involved, or what they like 
about the building, etc. (maybe three to 
five floors at a time to enable all floors to 
be represented once a year). People will 
be encouraged to bring their ideas to the 
appropriate board committees. Better yet, 
they would be encouraged to join or run 
the non-board-members committees. This 
would leave the monthly board meetings 
for the board of directors to discuss and 
plan, based on these floor meetings. 

Another issue has been the steady 
increase of assessments — much higher 
than almost any of the residents’ increase 
in income, especially in this economy. So 
there should be someone or some group 
appointed to look at cost reduction for the 
assessments. People who work in and for 
this building are assured of wage 
increases, even when this has become a 
difficult time for many of the residents. 
Something has to be worked out for 
everyone. 

Another point of discussion was: Which 
would be the next project after the garage 
work is completed? The answer was a 
two-part one. For a large budget item, it 
is the replacing of our elevators. The cost 
might be around $250,000 per elevator – 
total cost around $1.25 million. The 
discussion of elevator car railings to 
assist the aging population would be 
considered, as well as the reduction of 
elevator space due to having the railings. 

We will be putting in a new intercom 
system; the contract is signed and must 
be completed by 2013 — a city of 
Chicago mandate. The phones in 
common areas need to be considered, too, 

especially where none exist, like the new 
extra Exercise Room. 

The Windjammer Room needs to be 
painted; maybe new lighting; and 
eventually upgraded furnishings. 

The sad state of our hallway carpeting 
also needs to be addressed. Some resident 
good sense and respect for cleanliness 
would help the carpeting. Picking up 
debris in the hallway is important. The 
hall is an extension of your home and can 
impress or disgust visitors. The same can 
be said for the entryway to our building. 
Doggie droppings and urine are a big 
turnoff when visitors come into your 
home’s entrance. 

The possibility of a restaurant in our 
unused boat dock area will have to wait 
for the garage to be completed this 
winter. 

All the above items should tend to 
increase the value of our units. These, 
and other improvements, should be 
encouraged, so we can remain the best 
building on all of Sheridan Road. 

So, what external things could also 
increase our property? The Friends of the 
Park has proposed having a bike/walking 
path on our lakefront. To accomplish this, 
discussion would have to include safety, 
buffer zones, traffic, green-space, costs. 
Would this bring more or less value to 
our units? 

See what you all missed by not showing 
up to Candidates Night! 

The six candidates are: Sandy Chaet, 
Marcia Fishman, Eleida Gomez, Marcel 
Molins, Kim O’Neal, and Neil Warner. 

Betty@MalibuEast.org 
Kim@MalibuEast.org 
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Bullets fired 
By Jack Winans 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 

A large, anxious crowd 
gathered in front of 1330 W. 
Thorndale, trying to get into the already 
packed small storefront with the original 
proprietor’s sign still above the window, 
“Sam’s Dollars n Gifts.” The Thorndale 
Community Safety Center was already 
packed wall to wall with over 80 people. 
Ill. Rep. Harry Osterman asked if those 
assembled would rather recess and meet 
across the street at the Armory, where he 
already had set in motion the assembling 
of seats to accommodate the estimated 
200 residents of Edgewater who had 
responded to a widely circulated bulletin 
entitled, “Bullets fired.” 

The occasion was the Aug. 26 monthly 
meeting of the Thorndale Action Task 
Force. The Thorndale/Winthrop corner 
has long been a hotbed of drug dealing 
and a gang hangout. Although the 24th 
District Police, the 2433 beat of CAPS 
(Chicago Alternative Policing Strategy), 
the Edgewater Chamber of Commerce 
and the Edgewater Community Council 
all have had some impact in the past in 
stemming violence and drugs in the area, 
the problem never seems to go away, and 
many times just moves a block or two 
until the pressure diminishes. 

In fact, although there was a large police 
presence on the Winthrop/Thorndale 

corner and near Thorndale and 
Broadway, I noticed on the way home 
that the gang bangers (about 12) had 
arrogantly moved only one block away to 
Thorndale and Kenmore. 

As the meeting hall filled and TV 
cameras and photographers flashed 
continuously, the mood of the meeting 
had already solidified. The police (not 
admitting for obvious political reasons 
that they were shorthanded) were asking 
for more help from the community in 
reporting gang action and drug sales. The 
majority of those present insisted they 
were calling 911 and 311 whenever 
possible. Some residents who were 
activists in the community said they were 
now hesitant to call 911 as they have 
been harassed and terrorized by the gangs 
for doing do. Others claimed that calls to 
911 were not responded to with enough 
speed. 

Unfortunately, although the meeting was 
amiable and both sides recognized that 
under current police staffing, most of 
what could be done was already being 
done and that although increased citizen 
support could result in positive results, 
many felt it was too dangerous and that 
this was the province and job of the 
police. 

The meeting broke up after a flurry of 
resident comments and a question-and 
answer-session that partially deteriorated 
into politics with negative comments on 

Mayor Daley, Chicago’s financial straits, 
a gun-carry law, FBI help and the 
deterioration of our cities’ infrastructure. 

Although figures vary according to your 
source, it has been estimated that our 
Chicago Police are 2,000 to 3,000 
officers short of the authorized 13,500. 
That means our police are almost 15% 
understaffed if you take the smaller 
estimate. 14th Ward Ald. Edward Burke is 
leery of Daley’s plan to hire 100 new 
officers. It takes 24 weeks to train those 
100 men; it would take 10 years to fill the 
ranks, not even considering retirees. 
Cities like New York, Los Angeles and 
Philadelphia have similar-sized-forces 
considering population and are having the 
same problems. 

The meeting adjourned with no 
appreciable headway. It is obvious from 
the turnout that Edgewater citizen interest 
in street safety is paramount, but 
solutions are tough. 

Ill. Rep. Harry Osterman talks with CPD Area 3 Chief Bruce Rottner, former 
commander of the 24th District, as Channel 5 interviews attendees. 

Skepticism shows on audience faces 

 

Thank you to all who 
have sent me cards, 
donations, and well 

wishes in the 
passing of my dad. 

I am deeply touched by 
the outpouring of 

support. 
Sandy Chaet 
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Restaurant 
review 
Adriatic Café 
Restaurant 
By Betty Mayian 
Betty@MalibuEast.org 

The SE corner of Bryn Mawr and Clark 
has been very bad for restaurants. This 
space used to be Carl’s Butcher Shop, 
and a friend of ours used to work at 
Carl’s. Always sad to see good 
businesses go away, but let’s talk about 
what business has gone into the space. It 
is a restaurant that is run by the Mirovic 
family. They really believe in Carl’s 
philosophy of eating meat, because the 
menu proclaims their love of pork, pork, 
and more pork. Don’t get me wrong; they 
also have lamb, chicken, salmon, and 
other fish on the menu. But pork is their 
love. Talk about pork schnitzels, pork 
loin, pork tenderloin, fried pork, pork 
chop, smoked sausage, chevapchichi (a 
spicy pork sausage), and an appetizer of 
jalapeno bacon-wrapped dates. They 
make their own sausages and breads in 
this large space. 

They are open for breakfast. This 
Saturday we will enjoy a meal from a 
variety of omelets, including a BLT 
omelet and an omelet crepe. If you just 
want your eggs with bacon or corned 
beef, you are okay. Also, you can choose 
from a selection of pancakes. To make 
their breakfasts unique, they list these 
unusual dishes: fried eggplant with 
cheese and hash browns, or fried peppers 
stuffed with feta cheese. Their Gypsy 
plate has chopped potato, peppers, 

o n i o n s , 
m u s h r o o m s , 
and zucchini 
with eggs on 
top. Yum. 

Lunch choices 
are from small 
p l a t e s  o f 
a p p e t i z e r s , 
including fried 
calamari; four 
large salads 
w i t h  g r e a t 
dressings can 
keep you filled; 
or choose a 
sandwich that 
comes with 

fries or side salad. These sandwiches are 
not your average hamburger or grilled 
cheese. No, listen to this. Try baked 
ciabatta bread with tomatoes, mozzarella, 
fresh basil, with roasted red pepper; or 
grilled eggplant, red onion, tomato, 
cucumber, with hummus and their special 
tzatziki sauce; or the French toast 
sandwich with ham, cheese, in egg wash. 
There are several other sandwiches, too. 
Then, I turned over the menu and saw 14 
varieties of crêpes. I think there is enough 
to keep us occupied for a few years. 

Some of our dinner choices and thoughts 
will follow. On our first visit I had the 
Karadjordjeve schnitzel. It was lovely 
and spicy and I took some home for 
another meal. Ara had the chevapchichi 
sausages. There were 10 medium-sized 
links — very dense and spicy and three 
of them were enough for a meal. You 
could share and still take home for a 
couple of meals. Lovely. Our friend 
Kathy had grilled pork loin with 
caramelized onion and potatoes. Her 
husband, Dave, had stuffed pork loin. 
The stuffing was cream cheese, smoked 
meat, and mozzarella rolled in bacon. 
They were both pleased. The fifth person 
at the table, Gloria, was a vegetarian and 
she had the garlic shrimp. She absolutely 
loved them and had enough for a meal at 
home. Another dinner guest was on 
another day. He had the salmon dinner. 
He loved it so much that he gave each of 
us a bite (to make sure we ordered it 
another day) and then proceeded to finish 
every bite on the plate. 

Now, I will talk about the layout of this 

building. The large indoor space has a 
magnificent horseshoe bar. The bar 
carries many of the wines and beers of 
the old Yugoslavia. The tables and chairs 
are spaced around this wood-paneled 
area, making it warm and cozy. 
Downstairs is the bathroom, and the 
rooms where they prepare their sausages 
and breads. The handicapped bathroom is 
on the first floor. Their kitchen is also on 
the first floor and it has an opening to 
their garden area. Not content with just 
having tables and umbrellas in the 
southern garden, they put in picnic tables 
and benches, covered with wooden trellis 
and hanging plants (the vines will come 
next year). In the northeast corner of the 
garden is a raised table and chairs with a 
rock and water display around the table 
(very romantic). The rest of the garden 
space has potted plants, smaller tables, an 
outdoor bar area, and a parrot. There is an 
entrance to the parking lot, which is just 
east of the restaurant, with the car 
entrance/exit on Bryn Mawr. Seating 
outside might hold about 40 patrons. 

We went there on a Saturday morning for 
breakfast with our usual crowd. This is 
the only problem I see for this restaurant. 
Since we were a group of about 10 
people, the new waitress seemed 
disorganize. She brought the coffee one 
cup at a time until I told her to bring the 
pots over to the table. Then, there was no 
cream or sweetener – we had to ask 
again. She did not understand when one 
of our group asked for Eggbeaters. She 
thought that meant beaten eggs. All could 
be forgiven because the food was great. 
The eggs were beautifully done and 
bacon and sausages were plentiful and 
tasty. Toast was delicious (homemade 
bread), but they do not have English 
muffins or bagels. So, beware, you are 
not getting food from the local eatery. 
You are getting European food and 
service — a bit slow, but charming. 

A final word! This sounds a bit like a 
meat-eaters-only restaurant. It’s not. 
There are many dishes with eggplant, 
salads, pastas, and other ingredients that 
give vegetarians choices. Also, try their 
soups: large, homemade and reasonably 
priced. Try this place when you are tired 
of the everyday restaurant fare. 

5553 N. Clark 
773-828-8889 
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Thursday afternoon club 
By Ruth-Betty Spilky 
Join us for some lively conversation and 
discussions. Meet your neighbors and 
socialize over a cup of tea or coffee. 

The discussion group meets the third 
Thursday of the month at 2pm in the 
fourth floor Community Room. We will 
resume after our summer break on 
Oct. 21. Watch the bulletin board for the 
monthly notices. 

All residents of Malibu East are 
welcome. For further information contact 
Ilse Siegler or Ruth-Betty Spilky through 
the doorman’s station. 

We hope to see you on Oct. 21. 

Hanging high 
My severe case of LOMC (Late Onset 
Midlife Crisis) was finally arrested this 
Sunday. I rappelled down 27 stories of 
Chicago’s Wit hotel, raising money for 
the Respiratory Health Association of 
Metropolitan Chicago. Again, I thank you 
for your charitable contribution to my 
fundraising efforts. — Tom Vaughan 

Notice to snowbirds 
If you are going to be 
out of town for the 
winter season, keep up 
with MECA events by 
having the Dialogue 
mailed to your winter 
home. Leave your 
name, unit number, 
winter address and 
MECA phone number at the doorman’s 
station or at the management office in an 
envelope addressed to the Dialogue edi-
tor. Also include the dates of your de-
parture and return. 

White elephant sale 
Jack Winans 
This ongoing popular event sponsored by 
our Social Committee was held Saturday, 
Aug. 28. Seventeen of our Malibu East 
residents had tables; most said that they 
did sell. Our Captain’s Walk tenants par-
ticipated with many good treats and other 
items! It was a beautiful day, which per-
haps drew more people to outdoor events. 

I’ve participated in several of these sales 
— and finally succeeded in emptying 
many closets and my storage locker. I 
was determined to get rid of all of it this 
year and when another resident volun-
teered to take my leftovers to the Brown 
Elephant, I was delighted. The Brown 
Elephant resale shop is at 5404 N. Clark 
St. in Andersonville and is associated 
with the Howard Brown Health Center, 
which, among other services, offers free, 
anonymous rapid HIV testing every day. 

Success!!! 
By Jack Winans 
After years of bumbling 
efforts, I’ve finally tri-
umphed with a nice crop 
of patio-grown tomatoes; and I’m in the 
summer-shady north side. The secret? 
Soak the pot completely every three days 
at twilight. Tomatoes require a lot of wa-
ter. And three plants in a 16-inch-wide 
pot soak it up pretty fast, especially with 
our lake winds. Speaking of wind — I 
use a wire basket support. Result — doz-
ens of delicious tomatoes and plenty of 
flowers still producing. Currently have 10 
green tomatoes, from pea to tennis ball 
size and more blooming flowers. 
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48th Ward Rally 
By Betty Mayian 
Betty@MalibuEast.org 

Wednesday, September 
15, was another day for 
political announcements. 
Our own Carol Ronen, 48th Ward 
Committeeman, started off the rally at 
8pm in the St. Andrew’s Greek Orthodox 
Church meeting room. They set up chairs 
for about 50 people — what they got was 
over 100 enthusiastic people, so more 
chairs were set up. 

The first order of business was the 
swearing-in of the Steering Committee 
whose job is to discuss and determine 
who to support for various offices, 
including Mayor, Alderman, City Clerk 
and Treasurer. Ill. Sen. Heather Steans 
talked about the need to elect 
Independent Democrats to counter the up 
and coming group of Tea Party 
enthusiasts. 

Mary Morrissey, speaking for Ill. 
Attorney General Lisa Madigan, talked 
about the need to mobilize women 
because the social issues have historically 
started with the women who understand 
them most. Nursing home reform is a 
major issue — over 100 wanted criminals 
have been discovered living in nursing 
homes. 

One poll result says 70% of registered 
Republicans will vote this November — 
and that 49% of the registered Democrats 
will vote. This rally is to get out the vote. 

There is a need to man the phone bank 
out of the Broadway office, or even from 
peoples’ homes, to get out the vote. 

Ronen introduced Mike Alvarez from the 
Water Reclamation District. He talked 
about why there is oversight in the Water 
District. One new issue is whether to 
disinfect the treated waste before it is 
dumped into the river. Chicago is the 
only major city which does not disinfect 
sewage. His said that Chicago has to use 
“green technologies” and help the 
communities down river. 

Ill. State Rep. Harry Osterman said he 
was proud of his work in the legislature, 
especially for the “ceasefire” program for 
at risk youth; and for the new Metro 
station built for the community (there 
will be less car traffic in Edgewater 
because of that atation). 

Independent Democrat Robin Kelly is 
running for State Treasurer. She was 
chief of staff for Alexi Giannoulias — 
her home base is the Chicago southern 
suburbs. She wants High School students 
to understand person finances before they 
graduate — like how to manage their 
credit and balance their checkbooks. 

Carol talked about how Illinois has been 
losing technical jobs to the East and West 
Coasts and even the Midwest. We have to 
build up our “Silicone Prairie” and bring 
these jobs to Illinois. And finally the 
quote with Obama’s car analogy: For a 
car to go forward, put it in D; to make it 
go backwards, put it in R. 

Social — Sandy Chaet 
First, I wish to thank all 
of the residents for their 
support all year in attend-
ing and participating in 
our activities. Thanks to 
the Social Committee members, Helen 
Barbosa Anninag, Aida Calvopina, Greg 
Christansen, Jovita Duran, Betty and Ara 
Mayian, Marissa Michaels, Barbara Mur-
phy, Ilse Siegler and Ruth-Betty Spilky. 
To Ilse and Ruth-Betty, thanks for chair-
ing the day group that meets monthly. 
Thanks to Larry Rosen for making our 
fliers for our events. To the staff of 
Malibu East, thanks for their help in the 
preparation and clean-up. 

On Thursday, Oct. 7 from 5:30 to 8pm in 
the Windjammer Rom, flu shots will be 
given by the Respiratory Health Associa-
tion. The shots will be $28, cash or 
check. There is no charge for Medicare 
Part B participants, but you must bring 
your card. Medicare will be billed only if 
you are a Part B participant. Participants 
with an HMO are self-pay. The shot is 
“all-in-one” this year. This means the flu 
shot will include HIN1 vaccine. 

In our Community Room there are many 
books. If anyone would like to volunteer 
to be Malibu East librarian, it would be 
great. We would like to organize the 
books so it would function better. Please 
leave your name, unit and telephone 
number with the management office for 
the Social Committee. 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, Dec. 
15 for the annual Holiday Party. We are 
thinking of having a talent show. If you 
would be interested in participating, or if 
you have any ideas for activities, events, 
parties, speakers, etc., or would like to 
join the committee, please leave your 
name, unit number, and telephone num-
ber with the management office or the 
Social Committee. 

Life Safety — Sandy Chaet 
The board of directors hired Schirmer 
Engineering to help us with the require-
ment for the Fire Alarm/Voice Communi-
cation System that is required by the City 
of Chicago. It has to be completed by 
Dec. 31, 2013. It has three main parts: 
command center in the lobby, speakers 
on each floor and two-way voice commu-
nication in stairwells. 

MECA 2009 Annual Committee Reports 

48th Ward Democrats attend rally at 
St. Andrew’s Greek Orthodox Church meeting room. 
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Dialogue Committee 
By Jack Winans, Editor 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 

The recession has affected 
the Dialogue. However, the 
board has been very 
supportive and assured me 
that I wouldn’t be fired if I 
ran a deficit this year. They have also 
encouraged me not to cut back on the 
news in response to declining advertising 
revenue. 

With the October edition we would have 
finally been in the black due to new 
advertisers, but this month had an excess 
of article opportunities that our staff has 
seized on with relish. As it says on the 
masthead of the New York Times, we’ll 
print all the news that’s fit to print to 
keep you informed of Malibu East and 
community issues and events. 

We started out the year about $300 in the 
red with our printing expenses exceeding 
our advertising revenue. I do believe, 
however, that the Dialogue, through the 
efforts of our 20 volunteers, has made 
great strides in producing a professional 
publication and due to its reputation, it 
has attracted new advertisers in spite of 
the recession. We are now close to 
breaking even. 

Our new Malibu East director, Kim 
O’Neal, is also one of our more prolific 
writers for the Dialogue. She has 
negotiated a contract with a new printer 
that will save us almost $1,000 in 
printing expenses this year. 

I’ve seen amazing technical changes in 
these past 13 years as the Dialogue editor 
— digital production, desktop publishing 
programs, spreadsheets, e-mail, and 
instant transfer of the Dialogue newsletter 
files to me and to our printer rather than 
the hand-carrying of a disk to our printer. 

The Dialogue has been my second post-
retirement career, and as I approach 80, I 
would like to step aside some day soon 
and let some new blood bring renewed 
interest to our publication. I’m sure that 
there must be many among you with 
experience and fresh, new ideas. We 
would especially like to find someone 
who is familiar with the advertising 
business and who could bring us fresh 
sources of revenue in order to continue 

publishing your Dialogue with no 
expense to our owners. 

I thank these talented and hardworking 
people who make the Dialogue possible: 
Jackee Ames, Dorothy Doherty, Maya 
Flores, Jo Gayle, Katie Heffernan, Marie 
Joaillier, Ara and Betty Mayian, Kim 
O'Neal, Tracy Poyser, Beth Robinson, 
Miriam Romain, Larry Rosen, Neil and 
Debbie Warner, Elaine Winans, Scott 
Virzi, Eleida M. Gomez, Chris Chiodo, 
Art Arfa and Fred J. Stoesser. 

 

ASCO and 
Community 
Affairs 
Sandy Chaet 
The beach house at 
Osterman Beach has been completed and 
the dedication has taken place. Many of 
our residents attended the ceremony. 
There are new restroom facilities, 
handicapped access, drinking fountain 
with three levels (adults, children and 
pets), bike rack, lifeguard office, as well 
as a restaurant. There also is a solar-
powered trash compactor that was 
installed east of the beach house near the 
foot-washing fountain, which was 
requested by ASCO (Association of 
Condo/Co-op Owners). 

The park at 6151 N. Sheridan opened this 
year and is being very much enjoyed 
although the water fountain with three 
levels (adults, children and pets) has not 
been installed as promised. When the 
George Lane play lot and surrounding 
area was completed, there were only two 
benches outside the play lot. After 
discussion, a third bench was added. 

ASCO is working with Malibu East 
residents and retired Sen. Carol Ronen on 
improving Sheridan Road curb appeal. 
This will add to the quality and property 
values. The most immediate project is the 
landscaping and beautification of the end 
of the street at Thorndale and Sheridan. 

After Ill. State Rep. Harry Osterman 
announced his candidacy for alderman of 
the 48th Ward, he met with ASCO. He 
and Ill. Sen. Heather Steans are working 
on getting funds for Sheridan Road 
repaving, streetscaping and light 
improvements for pedestrians. At this 

point an engineering study is being done. 
ASCO has been asking also for better 
lighting on both the east and west side of 
Sheridan Road, which will help public 
safety. Another suggestion made was to 
repair the bike path north of Foster. 

ASCO held a condominium presidents 
meeting. Speakers Paul Boyd and Mike 
Chrzastowski spoke of some of the 
reasons to take action along the 
lakeshore, and that it was subject to 
significant erosion over time. The topic 
was discussed with all different views 
expressed. Discussion resulted in the 
need to follow up in early 2011 to 
determine specific concerns. 

Other positive happenings in our area 
include the installation of a POD (blue 
light) surveillance camera at Thorndale 
and Broadway, increased alley lighting 
east of Broadway from Foster to 
Granville and the launch of a safe school 
campaign. Both the 20th and 24th Police 
Districts are working closely with Ald. 
Mary Ann Smith and neighborhood 
groups to target problem areas. To do 
your part, it is important to call 911 
whenever you see something illegal or 
suspicious. 

 

Security 

Sandy Chaet 
Securi ty is  very 
important to all of us. 
That is why our security 
staff did a random 
check of the key fobs to see if the system 
was working. On various days, residents 
were asked to use their fob at the 
doorman’s station to see if the key fob 
matched the office’s records. Our system 
is up-to-date and working properly. 

Remember, please when you are using 
your key fob to enter the building on any 
door, do not hold the door open for the 
person following you. Let that person use 
their key fob. If you have an emergency 
and have called 911, notify the doorman 
so that our staff can have the elevator 
locked off. If you change your telephone 
number, please make sure the 
management office has the new number. 
There are situations when it needs to 
reach you and having the right telephone 
number as well as any changes to your 
emergency contacts are important. 

MECA 2009 Annual Committee Reports 
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Dialogue reprints 
Reprints of Dia-
logue pages are 
available in color 
on photo paper at 
the price of $1 per 
page. Call or e-
mail the editor 
with your requests. 

For reprints of 
back issues from 
January 2000 to date, go to: 

www.MalibuEast.org/dialogue 

Building Maintenance 
and Services 
Eleida Gomez, Chair 
Major Accomplishments 

An overall inspection of all common 
elements (i.e., hallways, locker rooms, 
Windjammer and Community Rooms, 
Women and Men’s Sauna Rooms, 
women and men’s bathrooms on the 
fourth floor and next to the Racquetball 
Court. And in the Captains Walk). 

A written report of findings based on the 
inspections conducted by committee 
members. The report was shared and 
discussed with the management office 
and an action plan to address findings 
was prepared. This action plan is being 
followed up by management. 

Furniture in the Community and 
Windjammer Rooms has been 
reupholstered, walls have been painted 
and we are in the process of making 
recommendations for carpet selection. 

We are also in the process of making 
recommendations for floor covering in 
the Captain’s Walk. 

Committee members: Marcia Fishman, 
Sandy Chaet, Martina Molins, Daniel 
Denton. 

Floor Representatives 
Sande Rohde 
This past year, we have made the board 
aware of various situations. 

In 2009 we advised them that there is 
considerable cracking/crumbling of the 
waffle pattern on the ceiling in the atrium 
area. Director Eleida Gomez advised us 
that repair is scheduled for the winter 
garage 2010-2011construction program. 

A follow-up concern is that the pavers in 
our atrium driveway are in very poor con-
dition. Gomez replied this is also sched-
uled for repair in 2011 and is to be han-
dled by our employees. 

A follow-up concern is the hard-to-open 
door in the lobby near the mail room 
leading into the freight elevator. An at-
tempt to install an automatic door opener 
was only partially successful and it was 
removed. We were advised that the prob-
lem is due to our building’s strong nega-
tive air pressure and nothing more can be 
done at this time to correct this. 

Representative Ann Pacatte wanted to 
know if the building could provide recep-
tacles for residents to deposit expired 
batteries & unused prescription medicine. 
President Marcel Molins remarked that is 
was a very good idea and would present 
it to the board at our Sep. 21 annual 
meeting. 

Our committee is lacking in membership, 
as there are currently only 15 floor repre-
sentatives, Molins took the bull by the 
horns and will hold a lottery drawing for 
each floor currently unrepresented by a 
floor representative at the Sep. 21 Annual 
Association Members Meeting. 

Long Range Planning 
and Special Projects 
Leon T. LeRoy, Jr. 
To Malibu East owners, 

We, the Long Range 
Planning and Special 
Projects Committee, 
present our future pro-
jects: 

1. New carpet for Captain’s Walk 
mall, looking at 2011 

2. New elevator project — about four 
or five years 

3. Hall corridor carpeting — four or 
five years 

4. Balcony walls painting — 5½ years 

Let us understand, due to the garage re-
pair, which was $4 million plus, spread 
out over multiple years, we as owners 
were spared the necessity of a high spe-
cial assessment for this work. 

Thanks to President Marcel Molins and 
Vice President Richard Strauss, who 
watched over the cost and kept our ex-
penses very low in our best interests. 

We as owners are fortunate to have a 
board capable of looking after us. 

Thanking you all for your understanding. 

Leon LeRoy, Chairman 
Mark Golden, Vice Chairman 
Cass Buscher (deceased) 
Allan Eckardt 
Eleida Gomez 
Richard Strauss 

MECA 2009 Annual Committee Reports 

Flu shots 
By Sandy Chaet 
The Social Committee has 
scheduled flu shots for Thursday, 
Oct. 7, 2010 from 5:30pm to 8pm in 
the Windjammer Room on the 
fourth floor. Respiratory Health 
Association of Metropolitan 
Chicago (formerly American Lung 
Association) will again be providing 
the shots. We are scheduling it in 
early October since many residents 
have suggested this and the shot 
lasts for eight to nine months. The 
shot will be an all-in-one that 
includes H1N1 vaccine. The cost is 
$28, same price as last year. ONLY 
cash or check will be accepted. If 
you are on Medicare, you MUST 
bring your card. There will be no 
charge for Medicare Part B 
participants. Medicare will be billed 
only if you have Part B. Participants 
with a Medicare HMO are self- pay. 

 

We welcome all new residents to our 
building, including: 
 

  
  
  
   
 
 
 

If you have information concerning 
talented or famous MECA residents, 
please contact the Dialogue. 

'Town Crier' 
announcements 

by Rodica Ilc 
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Treasurer’s report 
Neil Warner 
As of July 31, Malibu East 
had nearly $2.4 million in 
reserves, slightly above the 
year-ago total. Together with 
operating funds, we have nearly $2.6 
million cash or cash equivalents in our 
accounts, slightly above the year-ago 
level. That total doesn’t include nearly 
$700,000 in assets represented by 
association-purchased units, which we 
plan to sell when we can. However, we 
still have some sizable invoices for the 
garage project that aren’t reflected in our 
cash position. 

Despite our relatively strong financial 
position, we have major capital projects 
that must continue to be funded at a high 
level to maintain sufficient reserves for a 
building of our size. Richard Strauss 
always says that a reserve of 1% of the 
value of the building, or $1.25 million, 
should be considered an “emergency 
fund” and is the absolute minimum we 
should ever have. It’s comparable to the 
owner of a $250,000 home having $2,500 
saved for emergency expenses, and, as 
you can see, that’s not a big cushion. 

We have one more year of garage repairs, 
which will be extensive and relatively 
expensive. We also face work that needs 
to be done to satisfy the city’s life safety 
ordinance and, in the near future, 
modernize our elevators. 

Our reserve funds are invested primarily 
in CDs and money market funds at both 
banks and brokerages. However, the 
board has chosen to invest funds in 
exercising the right of first refusal on 
units that would have been sold at prices 
far below market. In so doing, our 
primary goal is to maintain the value of 
all units in building, which we can do 
when we resell the units at prices closer 
to market value. Our cost of holding a 
unit is roughly $10,000 per year, in 
addition to the cost of repairing and 
remodeling a unit so that it is marketable. 
The board feels this is a better investment 
than buying a CD that pays 1.25% 
interest. We also have the option of 
renting these units, which easily recoups 
our carrying costs. 

Delinquencies have grown substantially 
during the past year to record levels, 

related to an increase in foreclosures and 
the overall weakness in economy. 
Nevertheless, some of the delinquencies 
are owed by banks that own the 
foreclosed units, and we’re very likely to 
eventually be paid these amounts. 

The Finance Committee has met twice to 
prepare a budget for 2011. Please keep in 
mind that it’s difficult to avoid some 
increase in assessments each year. Nearly 
half of our budgeted operating expenses 
goes toward payroll and fringe benefits 
for our employees, and those are 
determined by union contracts over 
which we have no control. 

The Finance Committee will make the 
following budget proposals to the entire 
board, which will consider them at its 
Sept. 28 budget review: 

● 2% increase in assessments, the 
smallest increase since 1995. 
● No increase in parking, either monthly 
or hourly, as we hope to promote more 
use of garage. 
● Rental fees for lockers in the Captain’s 
Walk will increase 2%. 

The Finance Committee is working to 
finalize the 2009 audit. When we do, the 
owners will receive a copy. Early 
projections indicate that as of year-end 
2009, we will have had approximately 
$800,000 in excess operating revenue 
over expenses, which will be transferred 
to the reserves as authorized at last year’s 
annual owners meeting. 

Sports 
Neil Warner 
We had another good summer with our 
swimming pools and water aerobics 
classes. The Monday night yoga class 
continues with a core group of members. 
Newcomers are encouraged to join the 
class when it opens to new members, 
usually every two months on the first 
Monday of the month. Fliers will be 
posted on the bulletin boards alerting you 
to the start of each new class. 

We completed our new Fitness Room last 
December, and I believe it has been a big 
success. We are now moving our older 
treadmills from the old Fitness Room to 
the Auxiliary Fitness Room across the 
hall, which is fob-accessible. We will 
also be moving the old multi-station 
weight apparatus to the room outside the 
women’s sauna. The door to this room 

and to the women’s sauna will have two 
different locks installed. 

Our next project is remodeling the old 
Fitness Room into the new Billiard 
Room. With the billiard table to be 
placed in the north end of the room, the 
committee still welcomes any 
suggestions as to what we might place in 
the south end of the room that would 
interest our residents, particularly our 
teens. One suggestion the committee is 
considering is a foosball table. 

I’d like to thank fellow my committee 
members and other residents who’ve 
contributed ideas for all of the help 
they’ve provided throughout the year. 
The committee encourages residents to 
provide us with any ideas you might have 
as to sports-related activities you think 
might interest a number of residents. 

MECA 2009 Annual Committee Reports 

Admissions 
Martina Molins 
So far this year the 
committee reviewed 11 
sales and 18 leases. In 
2009 there were 23 sales 
and 13 leases. It is not 
likely that we will see last year's number 
of sales and there will probably be more 
leases. This reflects current economic 
conditions, and sales will likely be slow 
for some time. In addition, we have seen 
prices drop as banks dump units they 
acquired in short sales or foreclosures. 
This in turn will cause frustrated owners 
who cannot sell their units to try to rent 
them out. There is nothing wrong with 
rentals. However, if the percentage of 
rentals in proportion to owned units 
becomes too high, prospective buyers 
will face problems in obtaining a 
mortgage, and that will then make sales 
more difficult. Owners wishing to rent 
out their unit should be aware that, while 
most tenants have reasonable credit 
ratings, prospective tenants with bad 
credit will seek to rent a condominium 
apartment because their bad credit 
prevents them from being accepted in 
rental buildings while desperate condo 
owners might accept them. Unfortunately 
the committee cannot share the credit 
reports due to contractual constraints. 
Therefore I would advise any unit owner 
wishing to rent out his unit to run a rental 

(Continued on page 16) 
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credit report on the prospective tenant. 
After all, an eviction costs upward of 
$1,500 and MECA's Rules and 
Regulations allow only one move-in and 
move-out per year and don't permit the 
owner to rent the unit out again during 
the unexpired months of the lease if the 
tenant skips out before that year is over. 

Garage 
Martina Molins 
According to the garage manager as of 
Aug. 31, there were 445 cars in the 
garage, about 90 cars less than garage 
capacity, which is 534 vehicles, though 
some years ago 556 cars were regularly 
parked. There were 140 self parkers, 35 
tandem parkers, 269 valet parkers and 
one motorcycle. Revenue from transient 
parking and hang tags was $5,785 during 
August. The garage manager's report 
shows one pending garage claim. 

The reduction in parked cars affects 
revenue. We are exploring a reduction in 
garage employees. On the positive side, 
in a less crowded garage less car damage 
is likely to occur. In addition, it will be 
easier to keep most or all cars in the 
garage during the next construction phase 
above the atrium. 

(Continued from page 15) 

she was digging faster than everyone else 
there. This grandmother is taking care of 
her two grandchildren, due to her daugh-
ter working in Argentina to send money 
home, as her husband had left the family. 
“It was incredible,” said Maya. 

One of the interesting things about this 
trip was that it had been a long time since 
the H4H group had come to build in Bo-
livia due to an unstable government. So 
instead of staying in tents like they nor-
mally would have, they stayed in a four-
star hotel and had a chef. The group 
toured the city of Santa Cruz and many 
times were able to eat at the chef’s 
cousin’s house. This doesn’t normally 
happen. You pay a couple of thousand 
dollars to be a part of this volunteer pro-
gram, and most of the money goes to 
H4H, and some pays for the tent and food 
normally. 

“Habitat helps builds communities, and 
does great things to help bring equality.” 
Maya said. She said people in Bolivia 
were either rich or very poor. The old 
house they worked on was made from 
tarps and sticks, yet the people living 
there were so happy, even though they 
had so little. They don’t compete with 
one another for what they have, they are 
happy for a roof over their head. The 
family who was getting the house was 
very grateful. 

The coolest thing for Maya was seeing 
the differences — the culture, the build-
ings, and the homes. The homes are very 
different, very linear. You had to walk 
outside the house to go to another room. 

Maya Flores 
By Kim O’Neal 
Maya Flores went to Santa 
Cruz, Bolivia, for a volun-
teer trip with Habitat for 
Humanity (H4H). She spent a week as-
sisting H4H, and then a week with her 
father’s family, who is from Bolivia. 

Maya (above, 2nd from left) has been vol-
unteering in Chicago since the start of 
high school. She has volunteered at 
Misericordia’s bakery, a food pantry, and 
a soup kitchen for elderly homeless peo-
ple. Maya said that Chicago Public 
Schools (CPS) requires 40 hours of ser-
vice, but Maya has over 100 hours. With 
all of this volunteering, Maya wanted to 
do an overseas volunteer trip. So her 
mother recommended she do this trip to 
Bolivia so she could also see her father’s 
family while there. 

The mission for Maya’s volunteer trip 
was to build a house, but due to unex-
pectedly cold weather and rain, they were 
only able to dig the foundation. It is win-
ter there, but their weather was very un-
expectedly cold. It was Bolivia’s coldest 
winter in a long time, so they couldn’t 
even pour the foundation. The first few 
days everyone spent time getting to know 
each other and worked as weather permit-
ted. There were volunteers from all over 
the U.S., and a brother-and-sister team 
from Australia. They dug the foundation 
with shovels and wheelbarrows, as there 
were no power tools. “Bolivians are very 
strong,” said Maya. A grandmother was 
helping with digging the foundation, and 

GOP nominee Pollak 
By Jack Winans 
Conservative Republican, community 
activist, math tutor and fellow Harvard 
graduate Fred Groat is sponsoring a 
“Meet the Candidate get-together in our 
Windjammer Room for Joel Pollak, GOP 
Congressional nominee for the 9th 
District. 

Malibu East residents are invited to 
come, get acquainted and socialize with 
Pollak from 5-7pm Wednesday, Oct 13. 
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices! 

Sheridan Hair & Body Studio 
TOTAL BEAUTY CARE FOR THE FAMILY 

 

 HOURS:   
 Tuesday 9:30-5:00 6033 N SHERIDAN RD 
 Wednesday 9:00-7:00 CAPTAIN’S WALK 
 Thursday 9:30-6:00 CHICAGO, IL 60660 
 Friday 9:00-7:00  
 Saturday 8:00-5:00 TELEPHONE: (773) 561-6595 
 Sunday by appointment only (773) 561-6596 
 

 CLOSED MONDAY 

 

773 784 4024 
Serving 

Sheridan Road 

 

PHONE: (773) 275-0110 HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 

 
 
 

DR. JACK P. HORBAL 
DR. KERSTIN E. HORBAL 

DENTISTS 
 
 
 

CAPTAIN’S WALK 
6033 N. SHERIDAN RD. 

CHICAGO, IL 60660 
www.horbaldds.com 

Malibu Convenient Food Mart 
6033 N. Sheridan in the Captain’s Walk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Delivery Call: 773-769-5440 

Stop in for 
coffee –  and. 

 
 

 Fresh pastries 
delivered daily 

Mon/Fri 
8 am to 9 pm 

Saturday 
8:30 am to 8 pm 

Sunday 
9 am to 5 pm 

  Another interesting thing to Maya was 
that animals are not as valued there, such 
as dogs that were not fed by the family, 
but the family still said the dogs were 
theirs. The animals fend for themselves 
and are very independent. Maya said the 
dogs were very skinny. Also, in the 
freezing cold and rain, when all the vol-
unteers were cold, the architects were in 
flip-flops walking around; she couldn’t 
believe it. 

Maya also described Bolivia as having 
lots of traffic, where stop signs are op-
tional. They have turnabouts at every 
intersection, and cars are zooming around 
with an inch between them. The main 
highways were cobblestone and look like 
the countryside here. There were several 
construction projects underway that were 
unfinished, so the area looked very unfin-
ished. 

Maya is 17, and was all on her own for 
the first week of this trip, and she en-
joyed the independence. Maya is a won-
derful young lady you would enjoy get-
ting to know. 
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Picture(s) of the month 
Residents may submit pictures of Malibu 
East events. Please forward files to the 
editor at: Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 
along with information and the date of 
the event,  your name, unit and telephone 
numbers. Or leave prints at the 
doorman’s station. We will copy and 
return them. 

Osterman Beach House 
By Jack Winans 
The rain- and flood delayed-dedication of 
the new beach house at Kathy Osterman 
Beach finally took place under sunny 
skies at noon Friday, Aug. 27. Kathy 
Osterman, former 48th Ward alderman 
and head of Chicago’s Special Events, 
was well-known for her commitment to 
human rights. Many local and city 
officials attended and spoke admiringly 
of Osterman’s accomplishments, 
including Berger Park, the Armory and 
the 1988 Human Rights Ordinance. 
Osterman passed away at the age of 49 
after fighting cancer. She is laid to rest 
aside a pond in nearby Rosehill 
Cemetery. 

Attending and speaking were Chicago 
Park District Superintendent Tim 
Mitchell; 48th Ward Ald. Mary Ann 
Smith; Mayor Richard M. Daley; Erin 
Lavin Cabonargi, director of the Public 
Building Commission; Sonia Lugo, 
Osterman Beach lifeguard, and 
Osterman’s son, Ill. 14th District Rep. 
Harry Osterman, and his family. 

The new beach house replaces a cinder 
block bathroom and lifeguard trailer 
facilities. Included in the building is a 
refreshment stand and many “green” 
embellishments, including pervious 
concrete and paving, facilitating a 
rainwater catchment system that is 
utilized by the bathrooms. 

The editor’s wife, Elaine, was 
Osterman’s daily traveling companion 
during her 1987 bid for alderman — she 
won handily against 10 other candidates. 

Former Illinois Senator Carol Ronen (right) and her sister Rozanne (left) visit 
with President Obama in the White House Oval Room on April 21, 2010 

White House meeting 
By Carol Ronen 
I have been in politics most of my life 
and in elected office since 1992, so I was 
surprised at how exciting it was the 
minute we walked onto the grounds 
leading to the West Wing Offices of the 
White House. 

I was not able to go to President Obama’s 
inauguration in January 2009 because I 
was still recovering from back surgery. 
He was my colleague in the Illinois 
Senate, and I worked very hard on his 
election. Not being able to attend all the 
festivities was a bitter disappointment. So 
my sister Rozanne and I decided to take a 
trip to D.C. this past April. 

I knew the trip would be memorable, but 
didn’t allow myself to think that I would 
actually get to spend private time with the 
President in the Oval Office. It was 
clearly the highlight of the trip! 

We were also able to visit with several 
old friends of mine who work in the West 
Wing: David Axelrod, Rahm Emanuel 
and Tina Tchen (who by the way is from 
Edgewater and heads up the White House 
Office of Public Engagement). And yes, 
the subject of being mayor did come up 
with Rahm. 

We spent an amazing day with 
Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky. We sat 
in on several meetings, had lunch in the 

Congressional dining room and got a 
personal tour of the Capitol from Jan. At 
the end of a whirlwind day we had dinner 
with her and her husband. Jan and I have 
been friends since we served together in 
the Illinois Legislature and we now share 
political offices on Broadway. 

One night we attended a dinner 
sponsored by NJDC (National Jewish 
Democratic Council). They were 
honoring David Axelrod and he gave a 
great speech. 

And of course we did lots of sightseeing. 
Two of our favorites were the FDR 
memor ia l  and  the  Newseum 
(Washington, D.C.’s most interactive 
museum). 
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Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business (773) 283-4600 
Home (773) 271-7649 
Cell (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 
Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

 

Active listings for sale 
31C, 39E and 40L 

 

Just rented 
42F and 11K 

Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices! 

 Malibu East Condominium  
6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago, IL 60660-3003 

 

Chris Chiodo, Property Manager 
 Phone: 773-271-1732 
 Fax: 773-271-1743 

 

Published monthly. 
Distributed by the first of each month. 

 

Advertisements paid in full 
by the 15th of the month 

will appear in the next monthly issue. 
 

Rates subject to change without notice. 

Monthly Rates 
Eighth Page $25 
(business card size) 
Quarter page $50 
Half page $75 
Full page $100 
Centerfold $250 

 

Please make checks 
payable to MECA 

GET 
UPDATE 

Selling or Buying 
Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists 

Get your BEST VALUE through  
the Rogers Park/Edgewater Experts! 

• FREE Market Evaluation 

• FREE Advertising 

• We have Interested Buyers Now 

BUYING  
SELLING  
RENTING 

       

773-334-0200 
  
 

6033 N. Sheridan Rd. Suite #5  Captain’s Walk Mall 
     HMWagnerRealty@sbcglobal.net 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT IS 
HAPPENING IN THE REAL ESTATE MARKET 

TODAY, DO NOT HESITATE TO STOP IN AND I 
WILL BE GLAD TO BRING YOU UP TO DATE. 

Helen Wagner 

Potential tax break today. 
Income for the future. 
 
We offer annuities that can be used to fund a variety of 
Retirement vehicles. For more information, call me today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
American Family Life Insurance Company 
Home Office – Madison, WI 53783 
www.amfam.com 
 
Policy Form L-A10 
© 2006                  002007 – 1/06 

Yolawnda L Edge, Agent 
An Outstanding Customer Experience 

J.D. Power and Associates certified 
Distinguished Insurance Agency 

(773) 305-0010 

PAID 
Chestnut Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
• Home, sm. business and sm. buildings cleaning service. 
• Landlord and/or tenant move in and out cleaning. 
• Party-hosts: complete before and after party clean up. 
• Construction/Rehab dust & debris cleaning and much more. 
• We respectively  clean for AIDS, cancer and other ill patients; 

also the mentally, physically and emotionally challenged, 
severe depression, elderly, divorced, deceased and much, 
much more. 

• We use our own cleaning supplies at no additional cost. 
• Excellent references in your building/neighborhood. 
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 Malibu East 
Condominium 
6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3033 

773-271-1732 
Marcel Molins, MECA President 

Chris Chiodo, Association Manager 
Rodica Ilc, Office Assistant 

Chairman of the 
Communications Committee 

Larry Rosen, Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 
Dialogue Committee 
Jack Winans, Editor 

Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 
773-334-0680 

Neil Warner, Asst. Editor 
Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor 

Jackee Ames 
Dorothy Doherty 

Maya Flores 
Jo Gayle 

Katie Hefferman 
Marie Joaillier 

Betty & Ara Mayian 
Kim O’Neal 
Tracy Poyser 

Beth Robinson  
Elaine Winans 

The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium (MECA) Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote communication 
among owners, residents, the Board of Directors, 
management and staff of Malibu East Condominium, 6033 
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the MECA Dialogue staff 
and contributors are their personal views and do not 
necessarily represent the views of MECA or its Board of 
Directors and management. 

Letters to the MECA Dialogue Committee are encouraged. Its 
staff reserves the right to edit those letters which it sees fit to 
print and to print only those with constructive content.  

Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at the 
management office. 

 

 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in whole or part 
any advertising printed in the Dialogue newsletter or included 
as a separate insert. The content of such advertising is the 
sole responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by the 
advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray the 
publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Your hot water heater 
If you are a new resident, you’re proba-
bly wondering why your hot water heater 
is situated behind a flimsy door in the 
hallway. Unfortunately, hot water heaters 
deteriorate with age and eventually fail 
and may allow gallons of water to flow 
downward with disastrous results to other 
residents’ parquet floors, ceilings and 
carpets. The location of the heater and 
the “flimsy” door allows our mainte-
nance people to turn off the water in an 
emergency even if you are not home. 

You are responsible for damage caused 
by your hot water heater, and the possi-
bility of this legal liability is one of the 
reasons that homeowner’s insurance is 
required. You should also do some pre-
ventive maintenance and check your hot 
water heater to make sure that its plumb-
ing and installation is in accordance with 
MECA policy. If you are installing a new 
hot water heater, make sure that your 
plumber is licensed by the City of Chi-
cago and has a copy of this information, 
which is available in the management 
office. 


