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State of the Association
Each year the Dialogue publishes
various reports that were presented at
the annual meeting of unit owners, this
year held on Sept. 12 in the Windjammer
Room. With other reports found on the
following pages, we begin with the
report by Board president Marcel Molins.

By Marcel Molins
Another
year
and
counting. Again management and the Board have
been very busy with all
sorts of projects and issues. My job is to
provide you with an overview of the
projects and the status of the Association. The chairs of the committees will
provide greater detail on some of the
projects, activities and future endeavors.
You all have suffered, some more
than others, with the noise and the
inconvenience resulting from the
repairs and maintenance work being
done on the façades and the balconies.
Given the age of the building, the need
for the repairs is quite understandable.
One only needs to walk around Sheridan Road or downtown to see that
many buildings have the same problem.
This year, we encountered a problem

Malibu East events
and meetings
High-rise safety presentation
Saturday, Oct. 13
10:00 a.m. - Windjammer Room
Open house – renovated units
Sunday, Oct. 14
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - units 9J, 18J, 33H
Thursday afternoon discussion
Thursday, Oct. 18
2:00 p.m. - Community Room
(every 3rd Thursday of the month)
Board meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 23
7:30 p.m. - Windjammer Room
Leave event and meeting notices at
the desk for the Dialogue. For more
events: malibueast.org/calendar

with the façade of the business center.
It had not been properly constructed
and it has to be completely redone as
you may have seen. We discovered also
that the west wall of the tower, the one
on Sheridan Road, has some potential
major issues. The chair of the committee, Carl Chadek, will give you a full
report.
Since its inception, the building has
had a major stack effect, both in the
tower and the garage. It becomes very
evident during the winter and on days
of strong winds. Based on a study
requested by the Board, we have been
implementing measures to reduce the
stack effect and will continue to do so.
Another study, this one of the seawall
and boat dock, uncovered the fact that
major repairs were required to stabilize
the area. We are in the bidding process
for this work, together with the
construction of the staircase at the east
end of the business center in order to
comply with the city’s requirement to
have an emergency exit door at the east
side of the business center. The
business center now has women’s and
men’s restrooms, which are ADAcompliant. Some of the columns in the
garage, as well as the control joints that
bind the tower with the garage, which
is basically a separate building, also
need repairs.
The lower level, especially near the
Receiving Room, has at times awful
odors. We have been looking into ways
of placing some of the dumpsters
outside on the loading dock in order to
mitigate the odors.
We have been working also on
enhancing the ventilation of the
hallways. Some of you may have noted
some improvement.
We have continued the process of
installing LED lighting throughout the
building, particularly in the storage
rooms, the stairwells and the business
center.
We now have electric vehicle
charging stations in the garage.
As some of you may have experienced, the kitchens of some of the units

have a plumbing vent stack problem
due to rusting. The problem is being
addressed and we are attempting to use
a proactive repair process for all tiers.
Is your head, by now, turning around
or going numb? Well, we are not quite
finished. I will, however, spare you from
having to listen to all the other repair
projects and focus on some of the plans
we have for the future.
After interviewing several landscaping and urban design architects a
number of times, we are ready to start
the modernization of the exterior of the
building. Next year, the Board is
planning to modernize and enhance the
atrium. The Board believes that our
main entrance, both to the Lobby and
the garage, needs to be improved in
order to make our building substantially more attractive.
The Board is also of the view that the
Lobby, the garage entrance and the
other common areas of the building
need to be touched up, modernized and
enhanced. As to the Lobby, the Board
does not believe that any basic changes
are appropriate. It simply needs to be
brought up to date. On the other hand,
the fourth floor, including the Windjammer Room and the exercise rooms,
could be improved substantially. As to
these issues, we are simply at the
discussion level.
The satellite TV and internet contracts we have for the building terminate in the second half of next year. So
we will have to decide what to do next.
We have been involved in a myriad of
other issues, such as buying and selling
units, and the renovation of units
purchased by the Association that
required repairs, some of them sub(Continued on page 8)

Our condolences
to the family
and friends of
Brenda Lang-Knapp
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By Neil Warner
Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2018

Attendance: Ten Board members, two
management representatives, 11 residents
Excused: Marcel Molins, Martina Molins
Presiding: First vice president Thomas
Vaughan
REVISIONS TO AGENDA
1) “Pool closing” was added to items
requiring Board action.
2) “2019 Board meetings” was added to
old/new business.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Neil Warner
1) Financial statement (as of Aug. 31)
Operating and reserve cash
$4,444,278
Investment in units
$2,185,426 (13 units)
Excess of operating revenue over
expenses
$415,092 year-to-date
2) Delinquencies (as of Aug. 31)
$423,668, including $273,001 from
former residents, less $310,000 allowance for doubtful accounts
3) Write-off
Board voted to write off the receivable of
former tenant of commercial unit.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
1) Communications & TV – Thomas
Vaughan
Committee will meet again before
finalizing TV/internet survey that will be
sent to all residents.
2) Garage – Arthur Arfa
Garage was 61 cars below capacity as of
Aug. 31. Fourteen residents were on
waiting list for single self-parking spaces.
Three damage claims were made in
August; all were denied.
3) Units & Redecorating – Carl Stahlheber
Renovations are needed for one unit that
had been rented.
4) Social – Sandy Chaet
Tom Devaney from Chicago Fire Dept.
will talk about residential high-rise safety
at 10 a.m. Oct. 13 in Windjammer Room.
Thursday afternoon discussion group
will meet at 2 p.m. Oct. 18 in Community
Room. Management will distribute fliers
to each unit in case resident wants to
receive trick-or-treaters on Halloween,
Oct. 31; trick-or-treat hours will be 4-9
p.m. The Lobby holiday party will be
Wednesday, Dec. 19, and a New Year’s
Eve party will be held in Windjammer
Room; details to follow.
5) ASCO & Community Affairs – Sandy
Chaet

Edgewater 5k Run/1 mi. Walk will occur
on Sunday morning, Oct. 14, and traffic
on Sheridan Road and east-west streets
will be restricted from 7:30 to 9:15 a.m.;
see article on page 6.
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette
Deschamps
Items requiring Board action
1) 2019 budget draft
Board approved the mailing of proposed
2019 budget to owners for review. See
Finance Committee report on page 5.
2) Business center drawings
Directors approved a vendor to make
new drawings of business center and a
permit expediter to help clear up zoning
issues with city.
3) Tower west wall cladding
Board authorized a study of options for
recladding the west wall of tower to
reduce water infiltration.
4) Common-area renovation master plan
Directors will hold follow-up meetings
with two finalists among architectural
design firms as they develop a master
plan for renovating the residential
hallways, fourth-floor common areas and
Lobby.
5) Colvin House garage leasing
Board approved leasing request, if
specific terms are agreed upon.
6) Party room reservation
Board approved a reservation of
Windjammer Room, with restrictions.
7) Condenser reconnection costs
Directors agreed to reimburse L and M
unit owners for loss of refrigerant in air
conditioner condensers that were left
disconnected over the winter.
8) Pet incident fine
Board approved mailing a letter to
owners that will explain the implementation of fines for residents who don’t
promptly report to management
whenever their pet relieves itself in an
unauthorized area of Malibu East
property. See manager’s report, page 3.
9) Fine for property on balcony
Directors approved a $500 fine, plus
costs, for owners who fail (or whose
tenants fail) to clear their balconies of
personal property when requested by
balcony/façade contractor RBS, after
resident has been notified by management.
10)22.1 disclosure statement
Approved.
11)Pool closing
Board authorized closing pool enclosure
on Sept. 26.
Old/new business

Please keep in mind that the meeting notes
are not the official record of the Malibu East
Condominium Board of Directors meetings.
The official minutes are generally approved
during the next meeting and may be viewed
or copied in the management office.

1) Telephone system replacement
Awaiting proposals.
2) Open house: renovated units
Directors scheduled an open house of
Association-owned units on Sunday, Oct.
14 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
3) Building tour for directors
Tour was scheduled.
4) Visiting pets in business center
For the time being, Board chooses not to
enforce the prohibition against pets in
Captain’s Walk mall, as long as pet
handler is visiting a mall tenant.
5) HiPoint request to stage event
Board approved a request by HiPoint
Technologies, our internet provider, to
hold informational events for residents in
Lobby.
6) Elevator flooring
Director Sam Bullock asked that
management give more attention to
appearance of elevator flooring.
7) Balcony/façade project
Board authorized RBS to work overtime
on weekdays and Saturdays as needed to
finish this phase before winter.
8) East air handler
Work should be completed by end of
October.
9) Stack effect: loading dock enclosure
Awaiting proposals.
10)Stack effect: garage carbon monoxide
detection
Should be completed soon.
11)Garage structural repair
Board has yet to hire a contractor for this
project.
12)Garage membrane, control joint
Project will be done next spring.
13)Seawall rehabilitation
Project will be done next summer.
14)Captain’s Walk stairwell
Project will be done next spring.
15)Landscaping beautification
Landscape architect made presentation
to residents on Sept. 20. See manager’s
report, page 3.
16)Lobby/fourth-floor master plan
See “Common-area renovation master
plan” above.
17)Convenience store status
Store operator is trying to resolve zoning
issues with city.
18)Realtor lease/sale reports
Association-owned unit 4L is under
contract.
19)Association-owned units
Of 13 units owned by Association, eight
were being rented, one unit was under
contract to be sold, three were listed for

(Continued on page 8)
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What’s happening around the building
By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager
PET NUISANCE: We continue to
experience issues related to dogs
relieving themselves in the atrium
despite our last article last month. All
pet owners and walkers, please be
reminded of the following rule, on page
12 of the Malibu East Rules and
Regulations: “A dog run area is provided
and maintained by MECA. A pet shall not
be permitted to urinate or defecate in
any common area of the premises
including the building exterior, including
but not limited to the walls, columns,
driveways, fences, and landscaped area.
By City Ordinance, pet owners are
required to clean up any mess made by a
pet on public property.”
As introduced in the September
article, please be reminded that a letter
prepared by the Board to inform pet
owners of the $200 fine for mishandled
pet incidents will be distributed at the
beginning of October, and the fine will
become effective as of the date of the
distribution.
Furthermore, some pet owners have
complained to management about the
fact that many pet owners and walkers
direct their pets to use the dog runs but
do not pick up after their pets. There is
no provision in the budget to station a
staff member full time by the dog runs
to clean up after dogs; only routine
daily clean-up is exercised as much as
the regular crew members can dispense. As a result, the pet waste is left
in quantities large enough for other
pets to step on or to discourage other
pet walkers from using the dog runs.
Please be reminded that all users of the
dog runs should be cleaning up after
their pets. The dog runs are not meant
to give residents or dog walkers a free
pass on cleaning up after their pets.
FAÇADE AND BALCONY PROJECT:
RBS’s crews are diligently working on
the north side of the building and the
west walls of the garage. The disconnection of the condensers on the north
side of the building has been initiated
as RBS started the application of the
membranes on the balconies. Note that
the condensers will be disconnected for
about one week, which is the time
needed to apply the base and top coats
and allow the membrane to cure. Thus
far RBS’s work progress is aligned with

the projected schedule. However, RBS
got permission from the Board on Sept.
25 to work overtime during weekdays
and Saturdays should it see the need in
response to any anticipated inclement
weather. As a result, please be prepared
to have workers on your balconies after
3 p.m. on weekdays and on Saturdays.
The status of the garage west walls is
about the same as last month. RBS is
working on the first level of the walls
and progressing per schedule. Note that
the main entrance of the business
center will be closed and traffic
directed to the north entrance for about
one week, from Sept. 27 through Oct. 4.
Management is gathering quotes for the
replacement of the guardrails to be
installed at the top of the parapet walls,
at the level of the fourth-floor deck.
In response to defects revealed
through two investigations of the
tower’s upper west wall, the Board
authorized the architects, KGH, to
proceed with a recladding study for the
west wall of the tower. This study will
focus on materials, methods and
estimated costs for the entire replacement of the existing cinder-block
cladding of the upper floors.
CONDENSER
RECONNECTION,
BILLING OF REFRIGERANT COST: Per
Board decision adopted in 2017, please
be reminded that any refrigerant
needed to replenish an air conditioner
condenser at the time of the reconnection, due to the fact that the unit had a
low level of refrigerant at the time of
the disconnection by Call Joe, is
BILLABLE to the individual unit owner.
The billing of the refrigerant cost will
be posted on the November statement.
CARBON MONOXIDE SYSTEM: W.J.
O’Neil Chicago has completed most of
the installation. The remaining work
relates to the motorized louvers, and
that work has been temporarily
suspended due to the delay experienced
in the fabrication of new bird screens
custom-made for the louver housings.
The project will be completed in midOctober.
URBAN DESIGN AND LANDSCAPING: Jacobs/Ryan Associates presented
to residents on Sept. 20 the master plan
for the urban design and landscaping
project. The presentation addressed the

location of the work to be done, the
nature of the architect’s approach and
projected design, the phasing of the
project, and various specifics, such as
the dog run treatment, lighting types,
parkway curbing, paving, etc. Several
comments and suggestions were made
by the participants; they will be
assessed by the Architecture & Aesthetics Committee for recommendations to
the Board.
Here are the comments/suggestions
collected thus far and submitted to the
committee for discussion:
• Heavy Sheridan Road vehicular
ingress conflicts with pedestrians;
assess the possibility of restricting
vehicular ingress to the atrium to
the Glenlake driveway;
• Reassess the prefab tapered curb;
the concern is that people on foot or
wheel or walker may not want to
step on the curb and would attempt
to step over it, which could represent a trip-and-fall risk;
• Assess incentives to remind drivers
to stop their vehicles along the curb,
before the main entrance;
• Potential dog run relocation to the
fourth-floor deck (or the addition of
a dog run to the fourth floor);
• Dog run cover/roof to protect pets
and pet walkers from rain and
snow;
• Dog run trash container: increase its
size or the number of containers;
• Assess direct access to the dog run
from the inside of the building;
• Globe lights along Sheridan and
Glenlake: One resident commented
that these globe lights are outdated;
• Slush factor and drainage of the
atrium should be taken into account
while releveling the paving surfaces
and sidewalk;
• Assess parkway railing to prevent
small, medium and large breeds
from stepping over the new curb to
relieve themselves on the grass.
It is projected that Phase One of the
project, consisting of the comprehensive renovation of the atrium, may take
place as soon as spring 2019. The
atrium work will be sub-phased into
two or three segments to accommodate
ingress to and egress from the garage
and the building. Following this phase
would be the renovation of the Sheridan and Glenlake corner in 2020. The
dog runs and parkways are likely to be
renovated in 2021. For financial
(Continued on page 7)
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Community
Calendar
By Neil Warner

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
BROADWAY ARMORY
Indoor park, six gym floors, trapeze
classes, senior activities, athletic
equipment, meeting room, computer
center, dancing floor, shuffleboard,
weights, arts and crafts, aerobics, ping
pong, after-school activities and more.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
5917 N. Broadway
312-742-7502
goo.gl/MSZSES
CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT
Beat 2433 community meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 23, 7 p.m.
Engine 70 fire house
6030 N. Clark (use north entrance)
(Alternating CAPS and community
meetings 4th Tuesday of each month)
EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY
Check out their book clubs and other
events.
6000 N. Broadway
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Tue. and Thu.: noon-8 p.m.
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
(closed on Sundays)
312-742-1945
chipublib.org/locations/28
EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Current exhibits: “The Chicago Conspiracy Trial: One Juror’s Ordeal” and
“Edgewater Beach Hotel: 100 Years
Later”
Regular museum hours:
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m.
5358 N. Ashland Ave.
773-506-4849
www.EdgewaterHistory.org
EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR CENTER
Organized activities for seniors, Monday
through Friday, throughout the year.
Broadway Armory Park
5917 N. Broadway
312-742-5323
FARMERS MARKETS
Andersonville: 3-7 p.m. Wed. (thru Oct.
17) On Berwyn betw. Clark & Ashland
Edgewater: 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat. (thru Oct.
13) SE corner of Broadway/Thorndale
Glenwood: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sundays
On Glenwood betw. Morse & Lunt
Loyola: 4-8 p.m. Mondays (thru Oct. 15)
Loyola Plaza, 6550 N. Sheridan
WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER
Adult day wellness programs for persons
60 and over. Gentle yoga, tai chi, music,
exercise, lunch and snacks.
Transportation provided within
boundary area.
1355 W. Foster Ave.
773-271-9001
WhiteCraneWellness.org

THEATER/SHOWINGS
CITY LIT THEATER
“Arms and the Man” by George
Bernard Shaw
Bluntschli, a Swiss soldier fonder of
chocolates than of bullets, hides in the
bedroom of Bulgarian heiress Raina
while escaping from battle – a development that disturbs her fiance Sergius, a
swaggering cavalry officer from the other
side. An anti-romantic comedy.
Thru Oct. 21
City Lit Theater
1020 W. Bryn Mawr
773-293-3682
citylit.org
JACKALOPE THEATRE
“In the Canyon” by Calamity West
In an exploration of the present attack on
Roe v. Wade, this world premiere,
spanning 2007-2067, chronicles a story
of survival and imagines the decline of a
broken society. When the sun begins to
set on a shattered world, the canyon
rocks and walls come alive and a story of
resistance is birthed.
Oct. 16 thru Nov. 24
Broadway Armory Park
5917 N. Broadway
jackalopetheatre.org
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO
Domestic: Three Works by Women
Three plays by female playwrights, set in
domestic interiors in periods spanning
the 20th century, surround stories of
intimate partner violence and domestic
abuse.
Oct. 4-14
Underground Theatre
“Violet,” with music by Jeanine Tesori
A young woman with a disfigured face
travels across the American South to seek
healing from a televangelist in Tulsa.
Oct. 18-28
Newhart Family Theatre
Fall Choral Showcase
Featuring chamber choir, university
chorale, women's chorus, Schola
Cantorum.
Wednesday, Oct. 24, 7:30 p.m.
Mundelein Auditorium
First Friday Series
A faculty guitar recital featuring awardwinning virtuosos Kyle Asche and
Christopher Laughlin.
Friday, Nov. 2, 11:30 a.m.
Skowronski Music Hall
Historically Modern
Featuring the jazz ensemble and jazz
combos.
Friday, Nov. 2, 7:30 p.m.
Newhart Family Theatre
All of the above events will be held at the
Mundelein Center for the Fine and
Performing Arts
1020 W. Sheridan
artsevents.luc.edu/events
NOTHING WITHOUT A COMPANY
New World Play Festival
Nine new worlds are created by playwrights in the form of one-act plays that
have been workshopped and rehearsed
with actors leading up to their world
premieres.

Oct. 11-27
Berger Park Cultural Center
6205 N. Sheridan
nothingwithoutacompany.org
RALPH ARNOLD GALLERY
“Bad News”
The works in this exhibition – photography, printmaking, drawing and
sculpture – challenge and provoke us,
whether it be through an apocalyptic
vision or sense of dread inspired by our
current climate.
Oct. 18 thru Nov. 16
1131 W. Sheridan
773-508-7510
luc.edu/ralpharnoldgallery
RAVEN THEATRE
“Crumbs from the Table of Joy” by
Lynn Nottage
Brooklyn, 1950. The Crump sisters have
moved to New York with their father,
who is seeking spiritual guidance. In the
commotion of this new city, with calls for
equal rights and communist rebellion
hanging in the air, the girls begin a
journey toward independence and a
challenging future.
Oct. 4 thru Nov. 18
“The Lonesome West” by Martin
McDonagh
Two brothers, living alone in their
father’s house after his recent death, find
it impossible to exist without violent
disputes over mundane topics. Only
Father Welsh is prepared to try to
reconcile the two before their petty
squabbles spiral into bloody carnage.
Oct. 18 thru Nov. 18
6157 N. Clark
773-338-2177
raventheatre.com
RIVENDELL THEATRE
“Scientific Method” by Jenny Connell
Davis
Amy's on the cutting edge of a major
scientific breakthrough … and on the
brink of a nervous breakdown. A
handsome, young grad student throws
everything Amy thought she knew about
science – and herself – into question.
Oct. 19 thru Dec. 2
5779 N. Ridge
773-334-7728
rivendelltheatre.org
STEEP THEATRE
“Zürich” by Amelia Roper
Forty floors up, behind the windows of a
posh Swiss hotel, a man sings, a maid
cleans, children run wild, a banker makes
things difficult, and one elderly woman’s
fight against a corrupt world order
changes everything. Or nothing.
Thru Nov. 10
1115 W. Berwyn
773-649-3186
steeptheatre.com
THREE CAT PRODUCTIONS
“Cabaret on the Lake”
A free, monthly (2nd Friday) variety
show giving singers, storytellers,
comedians, performance artists,
musicians, dancers, poets, and solo

(Continued on page 10)
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Association-owned
units
By Thomas C. Vaughan
Malibu East Condominium has
exercised its right of first refusal 37
times since the 2008 disruption in the
real estate market. Over these years,
the Association’s Boards of Directors
have felt that substandard prices for its
units are detrimental to all owners’
interests. When appropriate, the Boards
have solicited owners’ approval to
purchase units contracted at far below
what the Boards consider to be marketappropriate levels. The Boards also
received the unit owners’ approval to
sell 24 of these 37 units and have
thereby recorded a 73% price increase
over the Association’s purchase price.
The Board currently has five vacant
units either listed for sale on the MLS or
in the process of being rehabbed. The
units that were purchased were in
difficult shape, many with original 1971
fixtures. Those the Association has sold
were updated to match buyers’ current
expectations. These improvements
have cost the Association just under
$46,000 on average for the 24 units
sold.
It has been the Board’s goal to
improve the values for all our units and
we, as a Board, believe that we will not
have to intervene as frequently in the
next few years as we have during the
past 10 years. In today’s low-interestrate environment, by buying and selling
units, we have enjoyed a return

exceeding what is available through our
usual insured certificates of deposit or
money market funds. This return is
calculated after accounting for all
improvement expenses and ongoing
costs, including real estate taxes,
insurance, and our monthly assessments. Since the first unit sale in 2010,
the audited financial statements have
recorded GAAP basis gains totaling
$810,000 for unit sales through the end
of last year. We have profitably sold an
additional two units this year. These
results justify the various Boards’
strategies.
Of the 13 units we still own, eight are
rented for terms ranging from one to
two years. Of the remaining five vacant
units, three have been rehabbed and
listed for sale on the MLS, one is being
rehabbed, and one is under contract for
sale, with Malibu East unit owners’
approval having been requested
tonight.
In the past, we have held wellattended open houses for residents to
view our improved units as they are
being offered for sale. During these
tours, attendees have shared appreciated suggestions that have proved helpful
to us. (Editor’s note: The Board has
approved another open house on
Sunday, Oct. 14, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Details will be forthcoming.)
Our condo market is steadily
improving, and foreclosures are
becoming rarer at Malibu East. This
Board continues to believe that this
plan has proved beneficial for our
owners and continues to improve the

Association-owned unit results
Units
Year Bought
2008
1
2009
3
2010
2
2011
3
2012
4
2013
4
2014
5
2015
9
2016
3
2017
1
2
2018
Totals
37

Units Units GAAP Gross Rental Malibu East
Sold Owned Profit
Income
Assessments
1
0
3,291,744
4
0
3,472,789
1
5
43,986
10,500
3,576,971
8
52,198
3,648,514
1
11
56,471
85,750
3,794,453
1
14
68,017
159,370
3,870,342
3
16
92,695
210,209
3,947,749
2
23
33,118
297,281
3,947,749
4
22
52,477
306,839
3,947,750
10
13
463,553
253,080
4,026,704
2
13
4,026,704
24
810,317
1,375,227

Note: Gross rental income is offset by many expenses. GAAP profit on 2018
sales will be available when audit is done. Source: Thomas Vaughan.

valuations at Malibu East. Toward this
end, we encourage owners to sign and
keep on file in our Management Office a
limited power of attorney. This allows
the executive officer of the Board to
vote the owner’s interest at special unit
owners’ meetings – but only for the
purchase or sale of such units in the
owner’s absence. It is necessary to sign
such a proxy only once, as long as it
kept on file in the Management Office
and not rescinded. If you do not have
such a proxy on file, we have the blank
forms at tonight’s sign-in desk for this
purpose. The Management Office
always has a supply of proxies at the
ready. You can rescind this limited
authorization at any time.
Committee report

Finance

By Joan Scholl
Malibu East’s preliminary 2019
budget will be approved for distribution to owners at the Sept. 25, 2018,
Board Meeting, and the final 2019
budget will be adopted at the Nov. 27,
2018, Board meeting. Owners will be
able to review the 2019 preliminary
budget when they receive it in October.
A preview of the budget, as recommended by the Finance Committee,
includes the following:
● The Operating Fund budget
includes no increase in assessments,
parking rates or laundry fees, but
includes an increase of $3 to $8 for
rental of storage lockers in the Captain’s Walk.
● The Replacement Fund (capital)
budget includes project expenditures in
excess of $4 million, including amounts
related to our balconies and façade,
seawall, garage columns, landscaping,
and building pressurization issues. If all
2019 budgeted Replacement Fund
projects are completed in 2019, a
conservative projection is that our
Replacement Fund balance will be
approximately $2.6 million at the end of
2019. However, similar to prior years,
all 2019 budgeted projects may not be
completed in 2019, and the projected
balance does not include an estimate of
any gain on the sale of Associationowned units or any Operating Fund
excess contribution.
The final decision regarding the 2019
budget, as recommended by the
Finance Committee, will be made by the
full Board at its Sept. 25, 2018, meeting.
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Committee report

Community affairs,
ASCO
By Sandy Chaet
The year started with trying to repeal
a section of HB189, a law passed by the
Illinois General Assembly that went into
effect in January 2018. This law allowed
any resident owner who wanted a
complete list of all unit owners’ names,
telephone numbers and email addresses to receive this list from their condo
association within 10 days without
having to state a proper purpose.
Immediately, ASCO (Association of
Sheridan Condo/Co-op Owners) and
others contacted our legislators to try
to repeal this law. Sen. Heather Steans,
along with others, sponsored SB572,
which did pass in the state Senate. In
the House, Rep. Kelly Cassidy sponsored
the bill. It then went to the Rules
Committee, where chair Andre Thapedi
kept it, and the bill did not come to a
vote in the House. Yet the Chicago City
Council passed an ordinance in March
2018, taking effect in April, that
establishes home-rule authority on this
matter by overriding the state law.
Associations no longer have to disclose
this information unless the owners vote
to do so by a two-thirds vote. Ald. Harry
Osterman supported this ordinance.
ASCO and others plan to continue
asking our legislators to repeal HB189
at the state level.
Heavy rain on Aug. 7 and other days
caused nine Sheridan Road buildings to
flood. Our alderman’s office is working
with the city to clean the catch basins.
To bring you up-to-date on various
projects: The project at 5356 N.
Sheridan, where Wing Hoe is located, is
on hold until the restaurant’s lease
expires. A sculpture by Erik Peterson at
Lane Beach Park, at Thorndale and

Sheridan, has been completed, but no
date has been set for the dedication.
The property at 5960 N. Sheridan has
been sold, yet there’s no word on future
plans from the developer. Four speed
indicators have been placed on both
Sheridan Road and Broadway, two for
northbound traffic and two for southbound traffic. The ComEd work on a
transformer vault under the sidewalk at
Hollywood and Sheridan has begun and
will be completed by Oct. 5. As a result
of this project, the east sidewalk was
closed and a walk-around path created,
forcing the closure of one northbound
lane of Sheridan Road from Hollywood
to Ardmore.
Finally, on Sunday, Oct. 14 the
Edgewater 5k Run/1 mi. Walk will close
Sheridan Road to all vehicle traffic from
Hollywood to Devon from 7:30 a.m. to
9:15 a.m. There will be NO east-west
traffic
on
Ardmore,
Thorndale,
Glenlake, Granville and Rosemont
during these hours. The race will begin
at 8 a.m. from Loyola University’s St.
Ignatius Community Plaza (West
Sheridan/Kenmore). Any participants
who haven’t completed the course by
9:15 will use the west sidewalk of
Sheridan Road. All CTA buses will be
rerouted during the race from Sheridan
to Broadway and should resume
around 10 a.m. Only emergency
vehicles will be allowed to enter
Sheridan Road. If Malibu East residents
must depart during the race, they will
have to turn northbound and proceed
slowly to West Sheridan.

By Helen Reichert Lambin
“Eccentric:
Departing
from a recognized, conventional norm or pattern.” (The American Heritage College Dictionary,
Fourth Edition).
Are eccentrics made or born? Yes.
But one thing is certain: Every eccentric
is so in their own way. After all, what’s
the point of being eccentric if you’re not
yourself?
To celebrate wisdom eccentricity, the
Dialogue will offer some aphorisms or
pithy insights.
This month we have a slice of wisdom from Eccentric Lambin:
Rudeness, unfortunately, is contagious. Fortunately, so is courtesy.
You are invited to be a Guest Eccentric by contributing your own sample of
eccentric wisdom to the Dialogue. Email
it to Dialogue@MalibuEast.org and
place “Eccentrics” in the subject line, or
leave a hard copy at the front desk to
the attention of editor Neil Warner.
Maximum number of pithy words: 30.
The text will appear in print, either
with your name or anonymously if so
requested. However, as with all editorial text, the Dialogue staff reserves the
right to edit the text or choose not to
print it.
So, up with eccentricity, wisdom and
creativity. It wasn’t conventional cave
persons who did the cave paintings at
Lascaux.

New Windjammer Room furniture (Photo by Tracy Poyser)

Buying • Selling • Renting • Management
Your Sheridan Road Condo Specialists

Recently closed: 32K, 44E
For sale: 7F, 5D
For rent: 12L,13J

773-334-0200

Let’s be eccentric

Helen Wagner
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Treasurer’s report
By Joan Scholl
Before commenting on Malibu East’s
2018 year-to-date financial data, I’ll
discuss the highlights of our final 2017
audited financial statements, a copy of
which was mailed, or emailed, to all
owners earlier in the year. I encourage
everyone to read the audited statements, as they provide much more
information than the following highlights:
● Our 2017 audit includes an
unqualified opinion from our auditor,
and statements which report our assets,
liabilities and fund balances, as well as
revenue and expenditure transactions,
in two separate funds: the Operating
Fund and the Replacement (aka
Reserve) Fund.
● In 2017, our Operating Fund
revenue
exceeded
expenses
by
$1,043,526. Although the Operating
Fund budget is set to break even each
year, the positive results were due to an
unbudgeted $463,553 gain on the sale
of 10 Association-owned units, a 2%
increase in assessments, and because
other revenues were more, and
expenses were less, than the amounts
budgeted. Consistent with previous
years, the $1,043,526 excess was
approved for transfer to our Replacement Fund at our September 2017
annual meeting.
● In 2017, we completed the
renovation of our elevators and began
the balcony/façade project. These, and
other capital expenditures, totaled
$1.132 million and were paid out of the
Replacement Fund. At the end of 2017,
our Replacement Fund balance was
$6,916,927, an increase of $871,145
when compared with the prior year.
Highlights of Malibu East’s unaudited
financial data through July 31, 2018,
include the following:
● Assessments were not increased
in 2018, and we continue to have
positive operating results. Operating
revenue exceeds expenses by $327,728,
which includes an unbudgeted gain of
$95,710, before depreciation, on the
sale of two Association-owned units.
The gain will increase once depreciation expense is considered, and if any
additional Association-owned units are
sold at a profit before year-end.
Currently, there are three Associationowned units listed for sale, plus one
under contract.
● As of July 31, 2018, our unaudited
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Replacement Fund balance, which
includes the anticipated transfer of our
year-to-date Operating Fund excess, is
in excess of $7 million. The balance is
expected to decrease to $5.8 million by
year-end due to additional capital
expenditures.
● As of July 31, 2018, our cash and
CD balance totaled $4,873,009 and our
investment in 13 Association-owned
units totaled $2,167,435.
Based on financial data through July
31, 2018, we expect that there will be
an Operating Fund surplus for the year
ended Dec. 31, 2018. A motion was
made and approved to transfer any
Operating Fund surplus for the year
ended Dec. 31, 2018, as determined by
our annual audit, to the Replacement
Fund.
Management report
(Continued from page 3)
considerations, the renovation of the
Sheridan Road entrances to the
business center and the terraces have
been deferred for the time being.
Please do not hesitate to submit
suggestions or comments on the project
and its components by communicating
with the property manager. A color
copy of Jacobs/Ryan Associates’
presentation is available upon request
via email.
POOL SEASON: Due to the weather
forecast, please note that the pool
season is now closed as of Sept. 26, per
Board decision.
OPEN HOUSE: Association-owned
units 9J, 18J and 33H will be the subject
of an open house hosted by directors on
Sunday, Oct. 14, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
BUSINESS CENTER AND VISITING
PETS: Per Board decision on Sept. 25,
and in consideration of pet owners
using the services of the commercial
tenants in the lower level, the Board
will allow visiting pets in the business
center as long as the pet owner/handler
accompanying the pet has business
with one of the commercial tenants.
The visiting pet must be kept on a
leash and the pet owner/handler
cannot use the business center as a dog
playground.
Too many non-recyclables are
being put into our blue
recycling tubs. Please consult
the large sign in each bulk
garbage room to find out
which items are recyclable.

Committee report

Social

By Sandy Chaet
First, let me thank all the residents
for their support of our events this past
year. The Social Committee sponsored
happy hour, the Windy City Gay Chorus,
high tea, the Edgewater Yard Sale, the
luau and flu shots. Coming before the
end of the year: a high-rise residential
safety speaker on Oct. 13, the holiday
party on Dec. 19 and a New Year’s Eve
party.
Thanks to Aida Calvopina, Dominic
Wayne and James Brainer and many
others who came to help at the events.
Thanks to Larry Rosen and Neil Warner
for their help with preparing the fliers.
Thanks to Sally and Andre King, Sam
Bullock and Richard Westphal for their
help with the high tea, as well as
Randall Fleer for his music at the high
tea and holiday party. And thanks to
Aida for chairing the Thursday afternoon discussion group, which meets at
2 p.m. on the third Thursday of the
month.
Officer Tom Devaney of the Chicago
Fire Department will make a presentation on residential high-rise safety on
Saturday, Oct. 13, starting promptly at
10 a.m. Devaney will explain what you
should do in case of a fire, what not to
do, and will suggest measures that
residents can take to prevent a fire in
their unit and measures to help deal
with pets, children and others living in
your unit.
If you have a suggestion for events,
speakers, activities or parties, or if you
would like to join the Social Committee,
leave a note with the Management
Office with your name, unit and phone
number.

Committee report

Security

By Sandy Chaet
Management has ordered a new gate
to replace the damaged one at the boat
dock entrance. We also have added
some additional cameras.
If you have an emergency in your
unit, after first calling 911, you should
call the doorman so the maintenance
staff can be alerted. Also, when using a
key fob to enter the building, unless you
know the person behind you, do not be
“neighborly” and let the person into the
building; force that individual to use
their fob.
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State of the Association
(Continued from page 1)
stantial, in order to be able to sell them
at market prices or rent them, whichever was considered more appropriate by
the Board. The leasing and renovation
of spaces in the business center, as well
as dealing with issues and conflicts
among the tenants, has also taken some
of our time. The review of contracts
with potential architects for the various
projects and construction contracts is
also part of our job. We have reviewed
the Rules and Regulations to deal with
issues that the building has faced and
are not properly regulated. We have
dealt with admissions issues. We have
prepared budgets for the building. We
could go on and on, but I believe that I
have chastised you enough. In any case,
the chairs of the different committees
will give you a more in-depth presentation of some of these issues.
To conclude, I would only like to
mention that the Board has not yet
decided whether there should be a
small increase in the assessments or
none at all. Given the many issues that
are confronting us, a small increase
would appear reasonable, but no
decision has been made. The last few
years, we have been lucky that through
the purchase and sale of units, we have
been able to bring substantial profits to
the Association, but this bonanza may
not last forever. In spite of the litany of
projects and undertakings I have given
you, I believe that the building is doing
very well.
It is a fact that we are facing major
undertakings to enhance the image and
the looks of the building and the
business center, and unfortunately
these endeavors cost a lot of money.
Thanks for your patience.

2018-19 Board of
Directors
Marcel Molins, President
Thomas Vaughan, 1st Vice President
Arthur Arfa, 2nd Vice President
Joan Scholl, Treasurer
Robert Larson, Assistant Treasurer
Carl Stahlheber, Secretary
Carol Beatty, Assistant Secretary
Sam Bullock, Director
Sandy Chaet, Director
Thomas Irvine, Director
Jake Levandowski, Director
Martina Molins, Director
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Committee report

Board meeting notes
(Continued from page 2)

By Neil Warner

sale and one was about to be renovated.
20)2019 Board meetings
Board meeting dates for 2019 will be
proposed soon.

Sports

The Sports & Entertainment Committee has been operating in the background this past year.
The yoga class has been meeting
regularly for nearly 13 years, 12 with
the current instructor. Recently our
class has grown in size to 15-16
participants, including a core group of
10-12 who’ve been participating for
years. Anyone, including newcomers to
yoga, can join the class if they attend
the first session of the month and pay
for the entire month. Class flyers are
posted on the bulletin boards.
The Fitness Room continues to be
one of our most-used amenities. The
men’s sauna on the fourth floor was
renovated last year. Also, the Board
voted to keep the Windjammer Room
open for residents’ use during normal
hours, on a trial basis, whenever the
room isn’t reserved for another event.
The Board will undertake a reenvisioning of the entire fourth floor in
conjunction with an architect, with the
aim of providing spaces that meet the
needs of our residents and potential
residents.
The swimming season has been
extended due to the warm weather (the
Board later decided to close the pools
on Sept. 26). There is a good possibility
that the balcony/façade project will
affect the availability of the pools
during the next two years, as we
anticipate work being done on the
south tiers during both years. However,
the Board will do everything it can to
minimize the inconvenience to our
residents.
As a reminder, the Management
Office has sign-up sheets for various
activities if you’re looking for a partner.
If you have suggestions for an
activity the Sports Committee might
organize or a new piece of equipment
that would benefit the Fitness Room or
another facility, please give your
suggestion to the committee.

Meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m. and went
into closed session.

Annual meeting

Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2018
Attendance: Eleven Board members, two
management representatives, approx. 32
residents
Excused: Jake Levandowski
Presiding: President Marcel Molins
Quorum: 36.6385%
1) Sale of 4L
Owners unanimously approved the sale
of Association-owned unit 4L for
$190,000, plus or minus prorations, with
a credit to buyer of 2.25% of sales price.
2) Reports
President Molins gave his “state of the
Association” address and various
directors gave financial and committee
reports, as published in this issue.
3) Transfer of excess revenues
Owners approved transfer of excess of
2018 operating revenues over expenses,
as determined by audit, to the Replacement Fund.
4) Election results
Results of the Board election were
announced. See page 10.

Board meeting

Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2018
Attendance: Eleven Board members, two
management representatives, six residents
Excused: Jake Levandowski
Presiding: President Marcel Molins
1) Election of officers
The new Board elected officers for the
coming year. See this page for list.
2) Sale of 4L
Board approved the sale of Associationowned unit 4L for $190,000, plus or
minus prorations, with credit to buyer of
2.25% of sales price.
3) Naming of advisers
Directors tabled the idea of naming two
unelected Board candidates as business
advisers to the Board.

Art Arfa and Zohreh Ghavamshahidi try out the new Windjammer Room furniture
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Dialogue

By Neil Warner
The Dialogue continues to publish an
issue every month, providing Board
meeting notes, our property manager’s
report, coverage of Association events,
as well as news about community
events and restaurant reviews.
I want to thank the individuals who
make our monthly issues possible,
starting with Larry Rosen, our graphics
editor and invaluable layout man, who
has been doing the same job ever since
I became editor in early 2011. I would
be lost without him. We have been
extremely fortunate to get three new
editorial staff members in the past year,
and it has given the staff a burst of new
ideas and creative energy. The editorial
staff members include Tracy Poyser,
Beth Robinson, Lori Ziesmer and
relative newcomers Helen Lambin, Ron
Cohn and Zohreh Ghavamshahidi. Tracy
takes most of our photos, with occasional help from Rosemary Lambin and
Ken Ilio.
We also have a reliable group of
volunteers who faithfully deliver the
issue to our residents’ doors each
month. The group includes Bob Butler,
Dianne Fishering, Jo Gayle, Katie
Heffernan, Myrna Manners, Ethel

Mullin, Nancy Stoesser, as well as
writers Tracy Poyser and Beth Robinson doing double duty as delivery
people.
We know that Malibu East has many
residents with interesting life stories,
including those who were born in
different countries. We’d love the
opportunity to tell your stories; we just
need to find out about them. So, if you
have such a story, or you know a
neighbor with one, please send us an
email with some details or leave a note
for the Dialogue at the doorman station.
We will follow up.
Lastly, I thank all of you who read the
Dialogue. I hope we meet your expectations.

New Windjammer Room furniture
(Photo by Tracy Poyser)

Committee report

Building services,
maintenance
By Carol E. Beatty
It is the duty of the Building Maintenance & Services Committee, in
coordination with the Management
Office, to see to the cleanliness and
orderliness of Malibu East.
While some time is spent on painting,
lighting replacements and window
cleaning, greater time is spent on the
maintenance of carpeting. There is a set
schedule for all carpeting to be swept
and cleaned, both by staff and a
professional carpet company.
There will, of course, be accidents
throughout the building and its
surrounding areas, which are attended
to as expeditiously as possible. Should
any resident be aware of a problem,
calling it to the attention of the Management Office would help us greatly.
The committee works in conjunction
with the Architecture & Aesthetics
Committee (i.e., façade, landscaping and
future plans).
A grateful “thank you” to our
Management Office and staff for their
diligence and genuine dedication to
Malibu East.

5128 W. Irving Park Rd.
Chicago, Illinois 60641
Business: (773) 283-4600
Home: (773) 271-7649
Cell: (773) 520-1945
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net

Expert service, Buying, selling
or renting — contact Percy

Recently closed on 28B
Units for sale: 38F, 31G
Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service
312-332-5575
... especially for people who need an organizing service
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization,
dysfunction.
We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.
Please visit our website for more information about us:

www.ChestnutCleaning.com

Percy L. Smith
REALTOR
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Board election results
Marcel Molins
Joan Scholl
Sandy Chaet
Thomas Irvine
Arthur Arfa
Robert Larson

33.7579%
31.9564%
28.4319%
27.9088%
26.2233%
24.5662%

Neil Warner
Carl Chadek

23.6716%
22.4915%

Total
Quorum

219.0076%
36.6385%

The six candidates who received the
most votes were elected to two-year
terms. Each owner’s vote is multiplied
by that owner’s percentage of ownership. Since each owner was allowed six
votes, if all owners had voted a total of
six votes, and if there were no spoiled
ballots, the total votes would be
600.0000%. Since 600% corresponds to
approximately 500x6=3000 votes, each
“percent” above corresponds to
approximately five “votes” on the ballot.

Open committees
The following standing committees
are open to residents. If you are
interested in joining any of these,
please give the Management Office your
name, unit number, and phone number
and/or email address, along with the
name of the committee you would like
to join.
Architecture & Aesthetics
Building Maintenance & Services
Dialogue
Floor Representatives
Garage
Legal
Public & Community Affairs
Rules & Regulations
Social
TV & Internet

Committee report

TV, internet
By Thomas C. Vaughan
In 2014, Malibu East signed five-year
contracts with USA Wireless and
HiPoint Technologies for DirecTV
service and internet service. In return
for these new agreements, these
companies completely rewired our
building, giving each unit “home-run”
wiring direct from their distribution
points. This rewiring was undertaken
with no direct costs to Malibu East.
The internet service is provided at a
fixed monthly cost of $24 for the five
years of the contract and it operates at
90-plus megabits per second, both
download and upload speeds, for
unlimited usage. This speed and the
corresponding cost are the envy of our
condominium neighbors. For comparison, AT&T offers a $40-a-month
residential plan with speeds up to 100
Mbps with a data limit that can be
expanded for an additional $30 a
month.
The Board of Directors has enhanced
building security utilizing the internet
through this wiring provided by HiPoint
Technologies.
Currently, our monthly cost for basic
satellite TV service is $26.61, down
from $32 under the previous contract, a
significant reduction. Per our contract,

The Dialogue
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is
published by resident volunteers to promote
communication among owners, residents, the
Board of Directors, management and staff of
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan
Road, Chicago, IL 60660.
Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors
are their personal views and do not necessarily
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium
or its Board of Directors and management.
Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print
and to print only those with constructive content.
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at
the management office.

Advertising disclaimer
TV issues?
To add optional TV programming to
your account, phone DirecTV at
800-531-5000.
For customer service regarding
equipment repair, installation or
technical support, call USA Wireless
at 847-831-4561 or 800-433-4558
or email them at
service@usawireless.tv

The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in
whole or part any advertising printed in the
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray
the publication cost of the Dialogue.
Copyright © 2018 Malibu East Condominium. All
rights reserved. This material may not be
duplicated or distributed without written
permission from authorized representatives of
Malibu East Condominium.

increases for DirecTV’s service are
limited to 5% annually. We have not
received a notice for 2019 rates, but we
anticipate some increase.
The TV & Internet Committee is
finalizing a survey to go to all owners
and residents to solicit their thoughts
on the direction we should take during
negotiations with potential vendors,
anticipating the expiry of both contracts
next year. Technologies are continuing
to evolve, and it will be exciting to see
what we will be able to secure for our
owners and residents in 2019.

Community Calendar
(Continued from page 4)
artists of every type a place to develop
their work.
Friday, Oct. 12, 7:30 p.m.
Berger Park Coach House
“Home Is Where” by Pat Curtis
Seventeen-year-old Caitlin has bounced
from foster home to shelter to foster
home for 10 long years. She now finds
herself in the home of a newly licensed
single foster-mother in the tony suburb
of River Forest. Past and present collide
and launch Caitlin into a future she had
never imagined. A staged reading. Free.
Monday, Oct. 15, 7 p.m.
Berger Park Cultural Center
6205 N. Sheridan
threecatproductions.com
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