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Edgewater: A mid-century 
reminiscence 
By Ron Cohn 

Fourth in a series. 
The name looked funny 

on the “L” platform sign as 
we stopped there on the 
way downtown from Rogers Park – 
when I was a little kid. The live conduc-
tor had announced the stop as we 
slowed down, so I knew it should be 
spelled: Brinmore. The mystery deep-
ened at the next stops: What was the 
story with those y’s in Berwin and 
Argile? 

Very perplexing to a new speller 
when the other stations sounded out 
properly: Thorndale, Lawrence, Wilson. 
Loyola looked like how it sounded too, 
but it was a strange word. I asked my 
mother and she said it was a Catholic 
place. That was good enough for me, but 
she had no explanation on the others 
except to say she thought they were 
British and Argyle was a pair of socks. 

Bryn Mawr Avenue looked exciting 
from the “L.” The buildings were big and 
exuded qualities I would have described 
as “charm” and “sophistication,” had the 
words been in my vocabulary. I just 
knew it looked special. Remarkably, 
thanks to responsible owners and a 
strong preservation movement, it still 
does. 

Most of the structures that captured 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Mike Valentine and the Heartbeats 
Saturday, June 29 
7:30 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Book club 
Sunday, July 14 
1:00 p.m. - Community Room 

Happy hour 
Friday, July 19 
6:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. For more 
events: malibueast.org/calendar 

my imagination 70 years ago stand 
virtually unchanged today: the great, 
pink presence of the Edgewater Beach 
Apartments and the posh piece of 19th 
century England, the landmarked 
“Manor House,” in its shadow, at the 
corner of Bryn Mawr and Kenmore. The 
tallest buildings in the two-block 
commercial area running west to 
Broadway, the finely detailed, richly 
decorated Bryn Mawr Apartments and 
The Belle Shore – both also designated 
Chicago landmarks – stand as they have 
for over 90 years in the block to the 
west. Shorter in stature but no less 
handsome, Tudor Manor is a third 
architectural gem surviving splendidly 
on the block between Kenmore and 
Winthrop. More subtly detailed than its 
imposing neighbors, it has a high-
pitched red tile roof perched on walls of 
substantial brick, with four half-
timbered gables spaced along its Bryn 
Mawr frontage. 

In what I think is remarkable for any 
Chicago neighborhood commercial 
district, the four 1920s era buildings 
enclosing the corner of Kenmore and 
Bryn Mawr, including the gray eminence 
of the Edgewater Presbyterian Church, 
look almost exactly as I first saw them 
when I was dispatched by my father to 
get a newspaper at Deny’s Drugs in 
1948. Standing there today, as I often do, 
the only changes are that Deny’s is now 
Francesca’s, and Goldberg’s Delicatessen 
is now Zanzibar Cafe . 

Bryn Mawr became my local 
“downtown” when I landed at Holly-
wood and Kenmore at the age of 12. It 
was big step up from the neighborhood 

Bryn Mawr, the Main Street of my youth 
shopping I was accustomed to on Chase 
and Morse avenues, and it was almost 
the equal of Howard Street, with more 
grocery stores but only one dinky movie 
theater instead of two big ones. It also 
had a bowling alley. Not a 30-lane 
pleasure palace like the Howard Bowl, 
but a place called Melody Lanes with a 
dozen or so lanes strangely enough 
located up a flight of stairs at the corner 
of Winthrop. The upstairs recreation 
theme was carried out at the billiard 
parlor across the street, which we called 
Pop’s. On the alley with a worm’s eye 
view of the “L” platform, the place 
vibrated like a depth-charged submarine 
when the Evanston Express bypassed 
our stop at over 60 mph. 

Although most of the buildings 
remain, all the stores have changed – 
most multiple times since the ’50s. Gone 
are the Bryn Mawr Theater (which, 
despite being “dinky” by comparison to 
the ornate Rapp & Rapp movie palaces, 
was actually designed by that same 
iconic team) and the Peter Pan Sandwich 
Shop next door. That combination was 
the one-two punch for dining and 
entertainment in my high school years of 
1949 to 1953. Of historical note is that 
the Bryn Mawr Peter Pan was the first of 
a chain that grew to five or six locations 
and was the initial restaurant venture 
for Chris Carson, the rib joint tycoon-to-
be. 

Across the street from Peter Pan, in 
the half block west of the L, were a 
Jewel, a Woolworth’s and our go-to 
Chinese restaurant, The Good Earth. East 
of the “L” on that (north) side of the 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

Bryn Mawr in 1930 vs Bryn Mawr in 2004 (courtesy Edgewater Historical Society) 
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Tuesday, June 25, 2019 
Attendance: Ten Board members, two 
management representatives, six residents 
Excused: Thomas Vaughan, Jake Levan-
dowski 
Presiding: President Marcel Molins 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
1) “Smoking/marijuana rules” was added to 

old/new business. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of May 31)  

Operating and reserve cash 
 $2,747,257 
Investment in units 
 $2,418,757 (13 units) 
Excess of operating revenue over  
expenses 
 $84,122, year-to-date 

2) Delinquencies (as of June 20) 
 $402,569, including $272,846 from 
former residents 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Communications – Marcel Molins 

Comcast is working on a procedure for 
the changeover in service from DirecTV 
and HiPoint. Once it’s finalized, residents 
will be informed. 

2) Community Forum – Sam Bullock/
Carol Beatty 
June forum had good discussion about 
recycling, and our landscape architect 
explained the plan for the upcoming 
landscaping project. 

3) Garage – Martina Molins 
Garage was 69 cars below capacity as of 
May 31. No one is on waiting list for 
single self-parking spaces. No damage 
claim was made in May. 

4) Public & Community Affairs – Sandy 
Chaet 
Construction of rental building at 5960 N. 
Sheridan has been approved. Catch 
basins on Sheridan Road have been 
cleaned to help alleviate flooding 
problems, but area in front of bus stop at 
NE corner of Sheridan and Glenlake will 
need additional work. ASCO has ex-
pressed concerns to Army Corps of 
Engineers about high lake level and shore 
erosion and whether additional revet-
ments near shore will be needed. 
Farmers market is open on Saturday 
mornings at Broadway Armory Park. 
EdgeFest will be held Aug. 3-4 on 
Broadway. State legalized recreational 
use of marijuana, with new law taking 
effect Jan. 1. 

5) Social – Sandy Chaet 
Mike Valentine and the Heartbeats will 

perform rock and roll music at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, July 29 in Windjammer Room. 
Malibu East book club will meet at 1 p.m. 
Sunday, July 14 in Community Room. A 
happy hour will be held at 6 p.m. Friday, 
July 19 in Windjammer Room. A white 
elephant sale will be held in Captain’s 
Walk mall on Saturday, Aug. 10; fliers will 
be distributed. 

 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items requiring Board action 
1) 39G sale 

Board took no action. 
2) Main entrance curtain wall 

Directors approved hiring an architect to 
design a new curtain wall and revolving 
door for main entrance to Lobby. 

3) Tower west wall restoration 
Board hired an architect to come up with 
conceptual design for portion of west 
wall of tower that must be replaced. 

4) HiPoint contracts 
Board approved extension of HiPoint’s 
contract for residents’ internet service on 
month-to-month basis, at increase of up 
to 30%, until Comcast’s service for 
Malibu East has been established; 
continuation of HiPoint’s service to 
commercial tenants in mall; and three-
year extension of HiPoint’s contract to 
keep antennas on Malibu East’s roof. 

5) Fire safety repairs 
Tabled. 

6) Garage control joints 
Tabled. 

7) Business center name 
At committee’s recommendation, 
directors voted to change the name of 
Captain’s Walk to Malibu East Plaza. 

8) Business center signage cabinet 
Board approved eight-foot-high signage 
cabinet to be placed outdoors, subject to 
approval by Ald. Osterman. 

9) Stack effect: lower-level steel doors 
Awaiting bids. 

10)22.1 disclosure statement 
Approved as amended. 

Old/new business  
1) July Board meeting 

Board canceled its July 23 meeting to 
accommodate property manager’s 
schedule and moved up its August 
meeting from 27th to 13th. 

2) Balcony/facade project 
Bad weather has caused delays in project. 
All balconies on north side, except B tier, 
have been completed. Work is underway 
on A tier balconies and south facade 
masonry. 

3) Stack effect projects 

Faulty motorized louvers in garage 
carbon monoxide detection system are 
being remade by manufacturer. 

4) Lobby, fourth floor, hallways master 
plan 
In progress. Architect has been asked to 
come up with a budget. 

5) Boat dock, east stairwell, garage 
repairs 
Work has begun on garage repairs, 
including concrete and membrane. Initial 
exploration of control joints has 
uncovered unforeseen problems. 

6) Urban design and landscaping 
beautification 
Phase One has been postponed to 2020, 
when Phase Two will also be done. 

7) Atrium painting and lighting 
Management will develop RFPs for these 
projects, which will be undertaken this 
year. 

8) Garage floor: vehicle fluid leaks 
Letters have been sent to owners of cars 
that have been observed leaking fluid 
onto garage floor. 

9) Business center outdoor signage 
Directors approved the shape, colors and 
wording of new outdoor sign for 
commercial mall. 

10)Beauty salon space 
No new developments. 

11)Realtor lease/sale reports 
Nothing new. 

12)Association-owned units 
Of 13 units owned by Association as of 
May 31, six were being rented; three 
were ready to be rented, of which two 
were subsequently leased; and four were 
listed for sale, with one being sold in 
June.  

13)Smoking/marijuana rules 
President Molins appointed directors 
Arthur Arfa and Carl Stahlheber to solicit 
legal opinions as to how the Board might 
implement rules prohibiting smoking 
and/or marijuana smoking, and whether 
such implementation is advisable. 

 
Open session ended at 10:02 p.m. and went 
into closed session. Open meeting resumed 
at 10:50 p.m. 
 
RATIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 
ITEMS 
1) Board denied a reimbursement claim 

involving a plumbing issue for which the 
owner was charged a maintenance fee. 

2) Board denied an owner’s request to 
release a unit for renting less than 12 
months after unit’s previous lease began. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 
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Security tips 
By Sandy Chaet 

The April issue of Condo Lifestyles 
featured an article written by Angela 
Duea titled “If You See Something, Say 
Something.” It has many good ideas and 
suggestions, and many of them are 
already in place here at Malibu East. 

The article first suggests having an 
emergency plan, which we already 
have, and our voice communication is 
checked regularly as suggested in the 
article. Many of you may not be aware 
that four of our staff went through fire 
safety training – property manager 
Violette Deschamps, assistant manager 
Melody Keegan, building engineer Lou 
Colletti and assistant building engineer 
Mike Rostescu. 

It is MOST important the Manage-
ment Office have your emergency 
information. If you haven’t yet provided 
it, please contact management. This 
information is not shared; it’s used only 
in case of an emergency involving you 
or your unit. 

The article explains what residents 
can do to help in case of an emergency. 
Being prepared means that residents 
need to familiarize themselves with our 
building plan, the two stairwells, your 
floor layout, the emergency exits and 
the location of fire extinguishers in the 
stairwells. 

Malibu East has 24-hour door staff, 
cameras and our own security team. 
Even with these measures, residents 
can play an important role in maintain-
ing our building’s security. It is not rude 
to close the door of an unattended 
fobbed entrance, such as a door to the 
tower on the lower level, in front of 
another person you don’t recognize as a 
resident. Don’t hold the door open just 
to be courteous. Once a person enters 
through such a location, they have 
access to many areas of our building. If 
you see a suspicious person in the 
building or an unattended package, bag 
or suitcase, alert the door staff immedi-
ately. 

Residents should keep emergency 
phone numbers handy (post on your 
refrigerator and program on your 
phone). 

Good security requires some extra 
effort, but it’s worthwhile. 

Jeff Awards honor 
local theaters 
By James Sherman 

The Joseph Jefferson Committee 
annually rewards excellence in the 
Chicago theater community, splitting its 
awards between Equity (professional) 
and non-Equity (non-professional) 
theaters. The 2019 Non-Equity Jeff 
Awards were presented on June 3, and 
seven different theater companies that 
are convenient to Malibu East were 
honored. 

Theo Ubique Cabaret Theatre (721 
Howard St., Evanston) was the big 
winner for the event. Its wonderful 
production of The Bridges of Madison 
County received the award for Best 
Production of a Musical. Best Director 
of a Musical was awarded to artistic 
director Fred Anzevino. Best Perfor-
mance in a Musical was awarded to the 
luminous Kelli Harrington. Her co-star 
Tommy Thurston was nominated in the 
same category. And Best Music Direc-
tion was awarded to the brilliant 
Jeremy Ramey. Last fall Theo Ubique 
moved to its new theater on Howard 
Street after many years in the intimate, 
60-seat No Exit Cafe on Glenwood 
Avenue in Rogers Park. 

Jackalope Theatre (at Broadway 
Armory Park, 5917 N. Broadway) was 
honored for its production of Dutch 
Masters. Patrick Agada received the 
award for Best Performance in a Play, 
and Ryan Emens won for Best Scenic 
Design. The production, director 
Wardel Julius Clark and sound designer 
Steve Labedz were nominated for Best 
Production of a Play, Best Director of a 
Play and Best Sound Design, respective-
ly. 

Raven Theatre’s (6157 N. Clark) 
production of Philip Dawkins’ The 
Gentleman Caller received an award for 
Best New Play. The Gentleman Caller 
also received a nomination for Best 
Scenic Design for Jeffrey D. Kmiec. 
Raven’s production of Yen received 
awards for Netta Walker (Best Support-
ing Performance in a Play) and Sam 
Hubbard (Best Artistic Specialization), 
plus nominations for Elly Green (Best 
Director of a Play), Tiffany Bedwell 
(Best Supporting Performance in a 
Play) and Claire Chrzan (Best Lighting 
Design). Brianna Buckley received an 
award for Best Supporting Performance 
in a Play for her performance in Raven 
Theatre’s production of Crumbs from 
the Table of Joy. Its production of How I 

Learned to Drive received nominations 
for Eliza Stoughton (Best Performance 
in a Play) and Tony Churchill for Best 
Projections. Joanna Iwanicka received a 
nomination for Best Scenic Design for 
Raven’s production of Suddenly Last 
Summer. 

City Lit Theater (1020 W. Bryn 
Mawr) received nominations for its 
production of Kristine Thatcher’s play 
The Safe House for Best New Play and 
Best Performance in a Play for marssie 
Mencotti. 

Steep Theatre’s (1115 W. Berwyn) 
production of Simon Stephens’ Birdland 
received nominations for Best Produc-
tion of a Play, Best Performance in a 
Play (Joel Reitsma) and Best Lighting 
Design (Brandon Wardell). Its produc-
tion of Ike Holter’s Red Rex received a 
nomination for Best New Play and two 
nominations for Best Supporting 
Performance in a Play (Debo Balogun 
and Jessica Dean Turner). Actor Kendra 
Thulin received a nomination for Best 
Performance in a Play for Steep’s 
production of Linda. 

Redtwist Theatre (1044 W. Bryn 
Mawr) received nominations for its 
productions of Frost/Nixon, Between 
Riverside and Crazy and Herland in the 
categories of Best Performance in a Play 
(Brian Parry and Kenneth D. Johnson) 
and Best Supporting Performance in a 
Play (marssie Mencotti). 

Lifeline Theatre (6912 N. Glenwood) 
received nominations for its production 
of Neverwhere in the categories of Best 
Costume Design (Aly Renee Amidei), 
Best Projections (Michelle Underwood) 
and Best Original Music (Andrew 
Hansen). Its production of The Man 
Who Was Thursday received nomina-
tions in the categories of Best Costume 
Design (Caitlin McLeod and Anna 
Wooden) and Best Original Music 
(Christopher Kriz). 

All of the plays mentioned have 
concluded their runs, but the list above 
is an indication of the excellent work 
that is being done by these theater 
companies. I encourage you to check 
their current schedules and go to see 
some outstanding theatrical entertain-
ment. 

What’s happening 
around the building 

by Violette Deschamps, 
Malibu East Manager 

Property manager Violette Deschamps’ 
article will return in August.  

July 23 Board meeting 
canceled; August meeting 

moved up from 27th to 13th.  
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BANDS ON BROADWAY 
Bands perform live on one night on 
outdoor seated patios at restaurants 
on (or near) Broadway, from Devon 
to Balmoral. See URL below for list of 
participating restaurants. 
Friday, July 26, 7-9 p.m. 
edgewater.org/bands-on-broadway 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
Indoor park, six gym floors, trapeze 
classes, senior activities, athletic 
equipment, meeting room, computer 
center, dancing floor, shuffleboard, 
weights, arts and crafts, aerobics, 
ping pong, after-school activities and 
more. 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, July 16, 6:30 p.m. 
Engine 70 fire house 
6060 N. Clark (use north entrance)  
(3rd Tuesday of each month) 

EDGEFEST 
Annual Edgewater street festival 
featuring music, food, drinks and 
entertainment for children. Pet 
parade at 4 p.m. Sunday. With $5 
suggested donation at gate, attendees 
will receive an Edge Card community 
discount card. Fundraiser for 
Edgewater Chamber of Commerce. 
Sat.-Sun. Aug. 3-4, opening at noon. 
On Broadway, from Thorndale to 
Ardmore 
edgewater.org/events/edgefest 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: noon-8 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed on Sundays) 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Current exhibits: “The Chicago 
Conspiracy Trial: One Juror’s Ordeal” 
and “Edgewater Beach Hotel: 100 
Years Later” 
Regular museum hours: 

Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EMANUEL CONGREGATION SPEAKER 
SERIES 
“The Life and Times of Congress-
man Sidney Yates” 
Guest speakers Michael Dorf and 
George Van Dusen discuss the life of 
the late Sidney Yates, who represent-
ed Illinois’ Ninth District in Congress 
for 48 years. Free, open to the public. 
Tuesday, July 16, 7 p.m. 
Emanuel Congregation 
5959 N. Sheridan Road 
tinyurl.com/ECSpeakerSeriesRSVP 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR 
CENTER 
Organized activities for seniors, 
Monday through Friday, throughout 
the year. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Adult day wellness programs for 
persons 60 and over. Gentle yoga, tai 
chi, music, exercise, lunch and 
snacks. 
Transportation provided within 
boundary area. 
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
WhiteCraneWellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

EDGEWATER ARTISTS IN MOTION 
Photography and sculpture show 
A great selection of photography and 
sculptures as well as jewelry and 
pottery. 12-6 p.m. Thursdays thru 
Sundays. 
Thru July 27 
Gallery 1070 
1070 W. Granville 
edgewaterartists.com 

REDTWIST THEATRE 
“King Lear” by William Shake-
speare 
Shakespeare’s razor-sharp, merciless 
dissection of the sin of pride, and the 
devastating cost it wreaks on those – 
and by those – who are too egocen-
tric to recognize it… or too proud to 
give a damn.  
July 6 thru Aug. 4 
1044 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-728-7529 
redtwist.org 

STEEP THEATRE 
“Pomona” by Alistair McDowall 
When Ollie’s sister goes missing, her 

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

search leads her to Pomona – a bleak, 
concrete island in the middle of a 
scarred city. Part-thriller, part-
fantastical puzzle. 
July 13 thru Aug. 24 
1115 W. Berwyn 
773-649-3186 
steeptheatre.com 

Community forum 
By Sam Bullock 

Forty-eight people attended the 
second community forum in the 
Windjammer Room on Wednesday, 
June 19. The topics discussed included 
a presentation on recycling do’s and 
don’ts, as well as a detailed outline of 
the upcoming landscape project. 

The recycling presentation by the 
Green Committee was well received 
with lots of questions, discussion and 
suggestions from attendees. The 
committee introduced free recycling 
bins for residents who want them. 
Please contact the Management Office if 
you would like one of these bins. A new, 
laminated recycling poster will also be 
provided to every unit in the upcoming 
days. 

Our landscape architect, Jacobs/Ryan 
Associates, was on hand to share with 
us the multi-phased landscape plan that 
was supposed to begin this summer. 
With all of the rain this spring, most 
vendors are far behind in their work, so 
the Board of Directors decided that it 
would postpone Phase One until next 
year, when it will do Phases One and 
Two together. The only portion that will 
be done this year is the painting of the 
atrium waffle ceiling. The feedback 
from residents was very positive. 
Management will share more infor-
mation with residents as the start of the 
project nears. 

There were other general questions, 
which will be documented in a written 
Q&A that will be available in the office 
by July 5. 

The next community forum will be 
held in mid-December. The annual 
meeting of unit owners will serve as the 
third-quarter forum. 

Board meeting dates 
August 13 
September 17 
(annual meeting) 

October 22 

November 26
(budget adoption) 

December 17 
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Choir hits right notes 

For the second year in a row, Malibu 
East residents had the pleasure of 
listening to a choral program featuring 
the Windy City Gay Chorus and the 
Windy City Treble Quire. 

Twenty-one performers, including a 
conductor and keyboardist, came to the 
Windjammer Room on June 2 and 
entertained approximately 40 residents 
with a program titled “Colors of Us” in 
honor of LGBTQ Pride Month. Featured 
songs included “Be Our Guest” from 
Beauty and the Beast, “Razzle Dazzle” 
from the stage musical and movie 
Chicago, the Josh Groban song “You 
Raise Me Up,” and medleys combining 
“Love Train” and “Put a Little Love in 
Your Heart” as well as “We Shall 
Overcome” and “Lean on Me.” 

At 40 years old, the Windy City Gay 
Chorus is the third-oldest gay chorus in 
the nation. Operating under the 
umbrella of Windy City Performing 
Arts, the Gay Chorus and Treble Quire 
boast nearly 100 singers when the 
entire groups perform together. 

The Sunday afternoon program was 
organized by the Social Committee, 
which provided refreshments. 

Restaurant delivery 
report card 
Grade your favorites and share 
with Dialogue 

By Ron Cohn 
My wife, Anita, and I have never been 

big fans of what we called “ordering in.” 
When the mood struck us or the 
weather made a restaurant visit 
unappetizing, we never looked beyond 
three dependable fallbacks when we 
lived in the Near North: ribs from 
Carsons or pizza from Edwardo’s or 
Father and Son. Anita enjoyed cooking 
three or four nights a week, we went to 
restaurants two or three nights – 
mostly fairly casual and favoring a few 
ethnic standards – and would forage for 
leftovers or deli, usually on Sundays. 

That was all before she broke her 
arm in a car accident in the middle of 
May and thrust us into a new world of 
depending on acceptable fare that could 
be brought to our door. My cooking was 
never an option. Friends and family 
were very generous with staple-stuffed 
Tupperware, but we quickly found we 
had a lot to learn about movable feasts 
ordered from restaurants these days. 
1. Places you like to go might not have 

mastered the art and technology of 
delivery – the service and ambiance 
aren’t packed in the bag. 

2. The full menu of a favorite place 
might not be available for delivery. 

3. You need to plan for exigencies. You 
can’t send the waiter for more 
remoulade if you run short. 

4. You need to deal with all the courses 
coming at once, appetizers through 
dessert. 

5. The restaurant frequently will not 
be making the delivery, and an 
outside party can add charges. 

6. Rely on recommendations from 
friends (who share your tastes) and 
pay some attention to Yelp! (not the 
“reviews” on the restaurant’s 
website) if it’s a place you’ve never 
tried. 
So, here are just a few of our experi-

ences from the first month of our 
education. We’re counting on you, 
neighbors, to relate your good and bad 
meal deliveries to make this an ongoing 
service of the Dialogue. 

Francesca’s Bryn Mawr. This was 
our initial trial of “ordering in” because 
we like the restaurant and someone 
gave Anita a $50 gift card as a “get well” 
present. The first thing we learned was 

that gift cards are not accepted for 
delivered meals. The second was that 
not all the items on the menu were 
available for delivery. We most often go 
with the specials, which are not listed 
for online ordering. The third mild 
surprise was that the restaurant’s 
website directed us to Uber Eats or 
Door Dash if we were ordering for 
delivery. We clicked on Door Dash 
(knowing nothing about either service) 
and landed on the limited menu 
mentioned above. Rookies in the 
process, we had assumed that restau-
rants still delivered the food themselves 
and applied a delivery charge without 
adding a service charge, too, as Door 
Dash did. 

I guess this is a case of liking the 
surroundings, the people and atmos-
phere – and usually finding the specials 
satisfactory – but being unprepared for 
the shortcomings imposed by the 
delivery process. The order reached us 
promptly and hot, with nothing missing, 
and the packaging was OK, but the food 
wasn’t up to our on-site experience. The 
best we could give the Caesar salad and 
two run-of-the-mill pasta selections we 
had from Francesca’s Bryn Mawr is a C-
plus. 

Edgewater Mexican Café. Another 
restaurant we like in person, where we 
had no problem ordering our custom-
ary choices: guacamole with chips and 
chicken fajitas. More experienced now, 
we were not confused by needing to 
click on Grubhub (a terrible name when 
you are trying to summon up some 
appetite) and getting their version of 
the menu from which to order. Again, 
the food came promptly and hot enough 
to put right on the table. Also, it was 
thoughtfully packaged, with the tortillas 
rolled, wrapped in foil and nestled in 
the same container with the generous 
quantities of hot chicken, peppers and 
onions. 

The process was smooth, the customer 
experience satisfactory and the food 
nearly as enjoyable as when we ate it on-
site. I suppose we should have put on 
some mariachi music. The Edgewater 
Mexican Café gets an A-minus. 

Calo Ristorante. Although Anita and 
I had been passing this Andersonville 
mainstay for years and had heard 
positive comments about the food, we 
had never tried it before ordering 
dinner for delivery. Actually we were 
prompted by a $10 off coupon mailer 

(Continued on page 6) 
Photos by Rosemary Lambin  
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bacon, egg coffee (mix the coffee grounds 
with a little raw egg before steeping in 
boiling water) and cookies for dessert 
(yes, dessert). 

My mother left home to go to college 
and never moved back. Like her mother, 
she baked all the time but never made 
cinnamon rolls. When my daughter Maya 
showed an interest in baking, my mother’s 
sister shared the cinnamon roll recipe 
with us. 

Maya made a pan of rolls for a CPS high 
school Spanish class activity on family 
heritage. She went to the class with her 
cake pan of iced cinnamon rolls and a 
knife to slice them into individual 
servings, just as her great-grandmother 
had done years before. A regional 
administrator visiting the class that day 
bristled at the sight of a knife in the 
school, as CPS had a zero-tolerance policy 
for knives or any potential weapon. She 
suggested that Maya should be expelled 
for this offense. 

Maya wasn’t expelled but returned 
home a little shaken. And the recipe 
turned out well in spite of its rocky 
transition from rural Wisconsin to the big 
city. 

If you would like a copy of the recipe 
for the cinnamon rolls, send an email to 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org with a 
subject line “cinnamon rolls.” 

that showed up in our mailbox (and 
undoubtedly yours). The process we 
followed was perhaps prehistoric but 
comfortable for us. We used the 
telephone. The mailer had led us to the 
website, which is encyclopedic. We 
made our selections, then called the 
number on the mailer to order. Our 
dinner arrived well ahead of the hour 
they estimated, and it was delivered by 
Calo themselves for a $3 charge. Period. 

The food was perfectly packaged, all 
the proper accoutrements were provid-
ed, Anita’s pappardelle and my ravioli 
were hot and delicious with plenty left 
over, and the Caesar was cool, croutons 
crisp and just right. The tiramisu was… I 
have run out of adjectives. Calo gets an 
A. 

Please help us provide more, and 
perhaps better, information to your 
neighbors. Send your brief restau-
rant delivery reviews and grades to 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org. The 
Dialogue reserves the right to edit 
your reviews or not publish them. 

Restaurant delivery 
(Continued from page 5) 

Cooking up a story 
By Beth Robinson 

The Dialogue is looking for stories about 
food and cooking. Would you like to share a 
story about a recipe or a food that has been 
important in your life? You can either send 
us a short article or tell your story to one of 
the Dialogue staff, who will then write the 
article. To get in touch with us, send an 
email to Dialogue@MalibuEast.org. 

My mother, Marjorie, was one of seven 
sisters who grew up on a struggling dairy 
farm in northern Wisconsin during the 
Depression. Her mother, my grandmother, 
was first-generation Norwegian American. 
She spoke English and Norwegian, and her 
older daughters learned both languages. 
My mother, second to youngest, learned 
only English. 

By the time I was born, my grandpar-
ents had sold their farm. My grandfather 
passed away, and my grandmother lived 
in a one-bedroom house in Grantsburg, a 
town so small that people I’d never met 
greeted me by name on the street when I 
visited as a child. 

Breakfast at my grandma’s house was a 
big occasion with cinnamon rolls, swirls of 
dough that she baked nestled together in a 
rectangular cake pan and covered in 
frosting before cutting them out, one by 
one. These were accompanied by eggs, 

Selling or Buying 
Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists 

Get your BEST VALUE through  
the Rogers Park / Edgewater Experts! 

• FREE Market Evaluation 

• FREE Advertising 

• We have Interested Buyers Now 

 BUYING  
 SELLING  
 RENTING 
 
 
 
 

773-334-0200 
 

 
 

6033 N. Sheridan Rd. Suite #5  Captain’s Walk Mall 

HMWagnerRealty@sbcglobal.net 

MAKE APPOINTMENT FOR 
 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 

Helen Wagner 

• Comprehensive examination to identify cause of your symptoms 

• 1:1 Treatment by a highly skilled manual physical therapist 

• Resumption of your Active and Healthy Lifestyle 

• Conveniently located in your neighborhood 

Come experience the “Exemplar Difference” 
1830 W. Foster, Suite CW; Chicago, Illinois 60640 

P: (773) 516-4146 F: (773) 961-7922 

www.ExemplarPhysicalTherapyChicago.com 

Info@ExemplarPhysicalTherapyChicago.com 

Anyone in swimming attire 
must use service elevator.  
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 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Recently rented: 31K 
Contract pending: 31G 
Units for sale: 39D, 36E 
Units for rent: 36E, 22J 

 

cocktails, house wine and summer 
beverages, as well as a few pricey 
bottles of wine and champagne. 

We ordered a new menu item, the 
Skinny Dip appetizer, to share, and it 
was the highlight of the meal – a warm, 
creamy mix of roasted red pepper, 
eggplant, feta cheese and kalamata 
olives with small slices of toasted naan 
for dipping. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Paradise Burger is a gluten-free 

vegetarian Impossible™ Burger patty 
served on a bun with pineapple, 
avocado, onion and Hawaiian barbecue 
sauce. Neil was impressed with the 
tasty sandwich and the “meaty” texture 
of the burger. The lobster roll, large 
chunks of lobster on a toasted bun 
drizzled with aioli sauce, was also a hit. 
Debbie liked the fish and chips, but 
Helen thought that the batter wasn’t 
crispy enough. Sandwiches come with 
fries. 

Our server was friendly and accom-
modating. We felt attended to, though 
we waited a long time for our food and 
there was a mix-up with one person’s 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

Restaurant review 

Alfresco dining in 
idyllic setting 
By Beth Robinson 

The Block Club headline 
read: ‘Was Summer 
Canceled This Year?’ 
Below-Average Temps In June About To 
Warm Up, But A Rainy Week Is 
Ahead” (blockclubchicago.org, June 
17). Undaunted, five hearty Dialogue 
Diners headed out to the Waterfront 
Cafe  in Berger Park, determined to 
enjoy dining alfresco. 

The Waterfront Cafe  offers a peaceful 
setting away from the bustle of Sheri-
dan Road and a stunning view of the 
lake. There we found other people with 
the same urge to celebrate summer 
outdoors as the sun set, even though we 
were shivering. Several of us started 
our meal with a pot of hot tea to stay 
warm. 

This year the streamlined menu 
includes several sandwiches, fried 
dishes, salads, appetizers and tres 
leches cake for dessert. It has a few new 
dishes, among them the vegetarian 
Impossible™ Burger and a vegan option, 
Hawaiian barbecue wings. The drink 
menu has a handful of beers and 

order. The restaurant now offers self-
serve water instead of the server 
bringing a bottle to the table. 

The prices at the Waterfront are on 
the high side but worth it to enjoy the 
setting. Food items cost from $10 to 
$20, and alcoholic beverages range 
from $6 for a draft beer to $13 for a 
capirinha, a Brazilian cocktail that is 
one of Neil’s favorites on the menu. 

The Waterfront has live music 
Wednesday through Sunday evenings 
and will add music on Monday nights in 
July. A $2 surcharge is added to the 
check for the music. For a calendar of 
performances and times, go to 
waterfrontcafechicago.com/events. 

Once summer actually arrives, the 
Waterfront Cafe  is an ideal location to 
linger and soak up the beauty of our 
short Chicago summer. The restaurant 
often fills up quickly. They do not take 
reservations, so it is advisable to go 
early or expect to wait awhile for a 
table, especially on nice evenings or 
weekends. 

 
Waterfront Cafe  
Berger Park 
6219 N. Sheridan Rd. 
773-761-3294 
Open 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Sun.-Thu. 
11:30 a.m.-11 p.m. Fri.-Sat. 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2019 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 
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Condominium 

6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 
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Melody Keegan, Asst. Property Manager 
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street there was a large store for 
women’s clothing, whose name was a 
punchline for us – Nuenuebel’s, which 
we loudly announced as NOO-NOO-
BELLS on our way to and from Pop’s. 
Never knew how it was actually pro-
nounced. Virtually under the “L,” on the 
other side of the street, was a widely 
renowned jazz spot, the 1111 Club. I 
didn’t get to avail myself of its entertain-
ment until my college years, but it 
featured top talent like the famous 
trombonist Georg Brunis and drummer 
Claude “Hey Hey” Humphrey. 

Our urban archaeology tour comes to 
an end back at the corner of Winthrop 
and Bryn Mawr. There were liquor 
stores where Starbucks and Subway are 
now located and an A&P grocery store 
occupied the building that was replaced 
by Nookies’ new construction. 
Walgreens was on the corner that is now 
the Edgewater Mexican Restaurant. That 
building, extending east to the alley, 
looks new, but it was reclad with 
ceramic tiles sometime in the ’70s or 
’80s (I’m guessing). In my day it housed 
two important neighborhood institu-
tions along with the drugstore. Isbell’s 
was a relatively upscale white-tablecloth 
restaurant with a piano bar, part of a 
small chain that had a location on Rush 
Street and another on Diversey. Next to 
it was the third major grocery in the two 
blocks, and the most innovative. Shop 
and Save catered to the well-to-do in the 
vicinity, of which there was no shortage 
in the Edgewater Beach Apartments, in 
the Sheridan Road mansions and the 
better homes and fancy buildings on 
Kenmore. It was part of a small chain 
owned by the Kamberos family that 
morphed into Treasure Island in the 
’60s. Shop and Save was not part of that 
next phase, however. It changed to Sure-
Save in the mid-’50s and ultimately 
became a National grocery store. 

The final vivid personal memory of 
my Bryn Mawr boyhood was of after-
noons and evenings spent looking at 
roller derby and wrestling in the 
window of the radio and TV store just 
west of Deny’s through the fall and 
winter of 1948, until my father got us a 
round-screen Zenith. 

Coming irregularly in future Dialogue 
issues, the shady kings of Swift Play-
ground; and the invasion of the four-plus-
ones. 

Bryn Mawr 
(Continued from page 1) 

White elephant sale 
will return 
By Sandy Chaet 

The Malibu East Social Committee 
will hold a white elephant sale on 
Saturday, Aug. 10 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
in the Captain’s Walk mall. 

Flyers explaining the sign-up 
procedure will be distributed soon. The 
deadline to reserve table space and 
participate will be Monday, Aug. 5. Only 
Malibu East and Malibu residents can 
reserve a space, and each participant 
has to provide their own table (six-foot 
maximum length) and chairs. There is a 
$5 fee to reserve a space. Space is 
limited and will be assigned on a first-
sign-up basis. 

Return the bottom of the flyer, and a 
check made payable to MECA, to the 
Management Office, marked to the 
attention of the Social Committee. After 
the sign-up deadline, each participant 
will receive a confirmation letter 
showing their assigned setup time. 

A white elephant sale is for USED 
items. Some items offered for sale in the 
past were luggage, purses, jewelry, 
collectibles, dishes, DVDs, books, 
children’s toys/clothes, computer items 
and knickknacks. 

Each participant is in charge of their 
own items, and the Association is not 
responsible for any item sold. 

3) Board denied an owner’s request to opt 
out of an internet charge. 

4) Board denied an owner’s request for the 
return of a move deposit. 

5) Board denied a commercial tenant’s 
request to use the Lobby for a marketing 
event. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 10:58 p.m. 
 

Special meeting of unit owners 
Tuesday, June 11, 2019 
Presiding: President Marcel Molins 
1) Sale of 18J 

After discussion of Association’s 3½-year 
ownership of 18J, owners unanimously 
approved a resolution authorizing the 
Board to sell Association-owned unit 18J 
for $284,000, plus or minus prorations, 
with a $6,000 credit to the buyer at 
closing. President Molins voted the 
proxies in favor of the resolution. 

Board meeting notes 
(Continued from page 2) 

2018-19 Board of Directors 


