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Each year the Dialogue publishes 
various reports that were presented at 
the annual meeting of unit owners, this 
year held on Sept. 17 in the Windjammer 
Room. With other reports found on the 
following pages, we begin with the 
report by Board president Marcel Molins. 

By Marcel Molins 

Another year. They keep 
running away so fast. 
Management and the 
Board have continued to 
be quite busy during the 
past year. Maybe this is the reason why 
the years run so fast. 

My job is to provide you with an 
overview of the projects and the work 
that the Board and management have 
done or have been engaged in during 
the year. The chairpersons of the 
committees will provide you with a 
more detailed review of these matters. 

The building will be 50 years old in a 
couple of years. What we refer to as the 
building is actually three buildings: One 
is the tower where we live and the other 
two are the two garages, north and 
south of the tower. This setup explains 
one of the projects that was undertaken 
in the garage. This garage project, as 
well as a lot of the projects that are in 
progress, could be categorized as repair 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Flu shots 
Wednesday, Oct. 2 
4-7 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Oktoberfest 
Saturday, Oct. 12 
7:30 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, Oct. 22 
7:30 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Book club 
Sunday, Nov. 3 
1:00 p.m. - Community Room 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. For more 
events: malibueast.org/calendar 

and maintenance. The work that is 
being done on the façade and the 
balconies falls into this category. 

Other projects are the work being 
done in the garage, involving repairs of 
the columns and of the membrane, and 
the work that will be done in the boat 
dock. That is the area next to the lake 
and underneath the east end of the 
fourth floor. 

In some instances, when projects 
involve only repairs, they surprise us 
when it is found they also involve new 
work. This is what happened with the 
work in the garage. When the construc-
tion company was about to do the 
garage work, it was discovered that the 
control joints between the tower and 
the building that houses the south 
garage were broken and not properly 
aligned. So, an amendment to the 
contract had to be executed to deal with 
this problem. 

Similarly, when we contracted out the 
review of the condition of the boat dock 
(something very much advisable given 
the rising of the water levels in Lake 
Michigan), the engineers discovered 
that the so-called boat dock was not 
properly attached to the foundations of 
the buildings. Several studies and 
different sets of consultants had to be 
hired to assess the best way to correct 
this unusual condition. 

Another case involving a big surprise 
occurred when, at the time of planning 
the re-installation of the bricks in the 
façade of the garage on Sheridan Road, 
it was discovered that the bricks used in 
the façade of the south garage when the 
building was constructed did not have 
the thickness required now by the 
municipal codes. So, the wall had to be 
completely redone. I think that you will 
agree with me that even if it is a 
completely new brick wall, it is not that 
different from the brick walls in our 
other buildings. 

Replacements of valves in the 
building plumbing system, in the fire 
safety equipment and in the refrigerant 
lines are other examples of projects in 
this category. Also in this category of 

State of the Association 
repairs and maintenance is the installa-
tion of more efficient lights and the 
replacement of our antiquated tele-
phone systems. 

Another category of projects involves 
the complete renovation of equipment 
or elements of our building. One 
example was the complete renovation of 
our elevators. Also in this category is the 
replacement of the emergency genera-
tor, which, in case of a major power 
outage, will provide power to the 
service elevator and some lighting in the 
halls and the exit staircases. Other 
examples are the replacement of the 
HVAC equipment in the Teen Room and 
Children’s Playroom, and the installa-
tion of double glass in all the windows 
of the Malibu East Plaza (the new name 
for the Captain’s Walk). These initia-
tives, together with others that will be 
mentioned tonight, are intended to 
decrease the use of electricity. As you 
well know, the cost of electricity has 
been going up, and many experts 
predict that it will continue to go higher. 

There is another category of projects. 
These are those resulting from govern-
mental action. You are well aware of the 
fire-safety project that was done some 
time ago. We did pass at that time all the 
city inspections. Well, early this year 
another inspector came to the building, 
and he demanded a number of correc-
tions. They have now all been done. 

Another inspection a couple of years 
ago found that there was no appropriate 
fire escape for those tenants located in 
the east end of the Plaza. So we had to 
engage the services of consultants to 
advise on the best way to tackle this 
problem. They concluded that the best, 
and possibly the only, solution was the 
construction of a staircase leading to the 
boat dock. Given the complexity of the 
project, we were granted several time 
waivers to complete the job. It has now 
been contracted out and the staircase 
will be built next year. 

One problem that the building has 
faced since it was built is the wind stack 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2019 
Attendance: Twelve Board members, two 
management representatives, six residents 
Presiding: President Marcel Molins 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
1) “A-B balcony dividers” was added to 

items requiring Board action. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of Aug. 31)  

Operating and reserve cash 
 $2,885,347 
Investment in units 
 $2,167,207 (12 units) 
Excess of operating revenue over 
expenses 
 $227,179, year-to-date 

2) Delinquencies (as of Sept. 20) 
 $399,123, including $300,617 from 
former residents 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Building services – Carol Beatty 

Measurements of door staff must be 
taken to prepare their new uniforms. 

2) Communications, Dialogue & TV – 
Thomas Vaughan 
With new Web portal in development, 
two directors volunteered to work with 
Dean Lerner on Malibu East’s website 
and interface with new portal. 

3) Community Forum – Sam Bullock 
The next forum will be held in November 
or December. 

4) Garage – Martina Molins 
Garage was 60 cars below capacity as of 
Aug. 31. No one is on waiting list for 
single self-parking spaces. No damage 
claim was made in August. President 
Molins complimented management for 
efficient handling of garage during 
current repair project. 

5) Public & Community Affairs – Sandy 
Chaet 
See ASCO report on page 7. 

6) Social – Sandy Chaet 
Walgreens will administer flu shots on 
Wednesday, Oct. 2 from 4-7 p.m. in 
Windjammer Room. Johnny Wagner 
Band will perform at 7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
12 in Windjammer Room. Holiday party 
will be held Wednesday, Dec. 18 in 
Lobby. 

 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items requiring Board action 
1) 2019 draft budget 

Board voted to send the draft budget to 
unit owners for their review, with 4% 
increase in assessments and increases in 
monthly parking rates. 

2) Balcony/facade project 
Directors approved a change in phasing, 
with contractor RBS now authorized to 
begin stripping concrete membranes 
from south balconies to get a head start 
on next year’s work. 

3) Sliding door water testing 
Board approved testing of sliding glass 
doors in two units to determine the 
extent of water infiltration permitted by 
original door/windows. 

4) Plaza outdoor signage turnkey 
Tabled. 

5) West air handler 
Board authorized heating coils to be sent 
back to manufacturer for repair, and 
approved purchase of new motor. 

6) Boat dock ramp: change order 
Change order reducing the amount of 
work required will result in a credit to 
Association. 

7) Comcast escort service 
See “Comcast” item in management 
report on page 3. 

8) Pool season closure date 
Moved to closed session. 

9) 22.1 disclosure statement 
Tabled. 

10)A-B balcony dividers 
Board authorized the stripping. sanding 
and painting of metal frames separating 
A and B units on 32 floors because this 
work wasn’t included in original bidding 
specifications. 

Old/new business  
1) Garage usage 

Board will examine new ways to utilize 
our garage because of declining usage. 

2) Fire safety repairs 
Management is waiting for bids. 

3) Balcony/facade project 
Project is mostly on schedule now. Cost 
of work that has been done is close to 
projections. 

4) Stack effect projects 
Vendor is making some progress in fixing 
the motorized louvers in garage carbon 
monoxide detection system. 

5) Lobby, fourth floor, hallways master 
plan 
Project is on hold. 

6) Boat dock, east stairwell, garage 
repairs 
Work continues on membrane and 
control joints in garage. Contractor is 
waiting for city permit for boat dock 
work. 

7) Urban design and landscaping 
beautification 
Management is reviewing construction 
documents. 

8) Rules Committee meeting 
A tentative date was set for committee to 

review the proposed new and revised 
rules for Malibu East. 

9) Garage floor: vehicle fluid leaks 
A report is being prepared. 

10)Realtor lease/sale reports 
Moved to closed session. 

11)Association-owned units 
Of 12 units owned by Association as of 
Aug. 31, one was under contract to be 
sold, two were available for sale, eight 
were being rented and one was available 
for rent. 

 
Open session ended at 9:08 p.m. and went 
into closed session. Open meeting resumed 
at 10:41 p.m. 
 
RATIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 
ITEMS 
1) Board increased the monthly rate for 

internet service provided to commercial 
tenants in Malibu East Plaza, effective 
Nov. 1. 

2) Board denied a unit owner’s request to 
be placed on the internet opt-out list. 

3) Board approved a unit owner’s request to 
modify the kickplate of the unit door. 

4) Board voted to reimburse a unit owner 
for a cable TV charge. 

5) Board denied a unit owner’s request to 
be reimbursed for a parking decal and 
parking fee. 

6) Board denied a unit owner’s request for 
an appliance repair. 

7) Board approved the 22.1 disclosure 
statement as modified. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 10:52 p.m. 
 

Annual meeting of unit owners 
Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2019 
Presiding: President Marcel Molins 
1) Quorum 

A quorum of 34.184% was represented 
at the meeting, either in person or by 
proxy. 

2) Transfer of operating excess 
Owners approved a resolution to transfer 
the excess of 2019 Operating Fund 
revenues over expenses, as determined 
by the audit, to the Replacement Fund. 
Vote was 28.9296% for the resolution, 
0.1484% against. 

 

Board of Directors meeting 
Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2019 
1) Election of officers 

President: Marcel Molins 
1st VP: Thomas Vaughan 
2nd VP: Arthur Arfa 
Treasurer: Joan Scholl 

(Continued on page 10) 

Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 
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SLIDING DOORS: The Board hired 
KGH Architects to perform water 
testing on two original sliding doors. 
The purpose of the water testing is to 
get an idea about potential leaks from 
the original sliding doors into units and 
exterior walls that might be the result 
of defects and or design deficiency in 
the old sliding doors. The conclusion 
and recommendations in the final 
report will be communicated to owners. 

BALCONIES AND USAGE: it came to 
our attention that on two occasions, 
contractors renovating a unit proceed-
ed to perform cutting and sanding of 
construction materials ON THE 
BALCONIES. This should never be 
allowed by a unit owner. On both 
occasions, dust and debris were 
airborne, causing neighbors to contact 
management with complaints, and 
further, the contractor’s work resulted 
in damage to the balconies and/or 
railings, for which the remediation, 
cleaning and investigation costs will be 
billed in full to the responsible unit 
owners. Furthermore, both contractors 
left the sliding doors in their opened 
position, and in one instance the 
kitchen and main entry doors were 
blocked open as well, which caused 
dust to linger in the common hallway. 

COMCAST: The switchover from USA 
Wireless and HiPoint to Comcast will 
hopefully happen at the end of October. 
Comcast recently conducted two 
additional presentations, this time in 
the Windjammer Room. Part of their 
documentation was door-dropped in 
mid-September. You may stop by the 
Management Office to get a copy of the 
most recent documents distributed by 
Comcast on the 23rd and 26th of 
September. The Board of Directors 
made a recent decision to decline 
having a building employee with the 
Comcast crew that will be performing 
work in vacant units or in units where 
the residents are absent. You must 
make arrangements with Comcast 
according to your availability or give 
them permission to enter if you cannot 
have anybody in your unit during your 
absence. It might be possible to 
schedule Comcast’s visit to take place 
when you return home; it is uncertain 
at this time whether an additional 

scheduling fee will be required by 
Comcast from the residents in need of a 
special arrangement to access their 
units outside the timetable originally 
planned by Comcast. 

GARAGE REPAIR PROJECT: The 
project is progressing and should be 
completed per schedule. SELF-
PARKER CREDIT: In reference to the 
garage work being done by Bulley & 
Andrews Concrete Restoration in the 
section where you used to self-park, 
please note that a credit for the 
difference between the self-parking and 
valet parking fees will be computed 
once the work is 100% completed in or 
about the section of the garage you 
usually park in. The credit will be 
prorated on a daily basis. The total 
credit will be applied to your Associa-
tion account once BACR returns that 
area to self-parkers. 

FAÇADE AND BALCONY PROJECT: 
Given the improved weather of August 
and September, Reliable Building 
Systems continues to gain ground on its 
delayed work schedule from early 
summer. As a result, and contrary to 
previous statements to the effect that 
NO BALCONY WORK WAS PLANNED 
FOR THE SOUTH FAÇADE THIS YEAR, 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS JUST 
APPROVED TO STRIP OLD MEMBRANE 
FROM SOUTH BALCONIES, as recom-
mended by RBS. This means that RBS 
will likely request access to south 
balconies as early as mid-October to 
start the stripping of the old balcony 
membrane. The building staff will help 
residents to get the heavy stuff from 
your balconies to the inside of your 
unit, and later on, to bring it back to the 
balconies once the stripping is complet-
ed. The advantage of accelerating the 
membrane stripping of the south 
balconies is to extend the opening 
period of the pool season next year. 

2020 PROPOSED BUDGET: The 
Board of Directors approved the 
distribution to owners of the 2020 
PROPOSED budget. Please do not 
confuse the approval of the distribution 
with the approval of the final budget. 
The proposed budget that you will 
receive either electronically or via mail 
will be on the agenda of the voting 
members’ November meeting for 

discussion with unit owners, and on the 
agenda at the following Board meeting, 
for final approval if no material changes 
are needed. The November owners’ 
meeting is not scheduled yet. The date 
will be shown in the treasurer’s letter 
accompanying the 2020 draft budget. 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

Committee report 

Green 
By Sam Bullock 

The Green Committee was created 
this year with both short-term and long-
term goals. 

Short-term: improve the recycling 
program at Malibu East. 

Most recycling today is done using 
the single-stream method, meaning all 
recyclables are collected together and a 
machine separates them. Therefore, it is 
imperative that ONLY items that are 
recyclable are placed in the recycling 
bins. Plastic bags and items containing 
food waste cause the machines to 
malfunction. 

Some residents are using the recy-
cling bins located on each floor inappro-
priately, causing the building to be fined 
by our recycling collection company. It 
is imperative that all residents follow 
the rules. One inappropriate item in the 
bin will cause the entire bin to be 
thrown out, negating the efforts of 
everyone else on that floor! 

Actions taken: 
• Recommended that the Board direct 

management to distribute new, 
laminated recycling information 
handouts to residents to help in 
understanding what is and what isn’t 
recyclable. 

• Recommended that the Board direct 
management to have blue recycling 
bins available for any resident who 
wants one. This should help discour-
age residents from collecting 
recyclables in plastic bags and 
putting those bags in the recycling 
bins. Please contact the Management 
Office for yours. 

• Made an interactive presentation at 
the June community forum on 
recycling that was well-received. 
The committee will continue to work 

on this issue in 2020. 
Long-term: investigate alternative 

forms of energy for Malibu East’s 
common areas to help reduce electricity 
costs. 

We have just begun looking into this. 
Look for more information in 2020. 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
Indoor park, six gym floors, trapeze 
classes, senior activities, athletic 
equipment, meeting room, computer 
center, dancing floor, shuffleboard, 
weights, arts and crafts, aerobics, 
ping pong, after-school activities and 
more. 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, Oct. 15, 6:30 p.m. 
Engine 70 fire house 
6060 N. Clark (use north entrance)  
(3rd Tuesday of each month) 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: noon-8 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed on Sundays) 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Current exhibits: “The Chicago 
Conspiracy Trial: One Juror’s Ordeal” 
and “Edgewater Beach Hotel: 100 
Years Later” 
Regular museum hours: 
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR 
CENTER 
Organized activities for seniors, 
Monday through Friday, throughout 
the year. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

E-WASTE RECYCLING 
Streets and Sanitation Dept. is 
partnering with Dept. of Health to 
collect electronic waste for recycling. 
Items accepted include computers, 
monitors, TVs, printers, keyboards, 
mice, VCRs, DVD players, video game 
consoles, MP3 players, iPods. 
Streets and Sanitation Div. 1 yard 

6441 N. Ravenswood 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Oct. 2, Nov. 6, Dec. 4 

FARMERS MARKETS 
Andersonville: 3-7 p.m. Wed. 
On Berwyn betw. Clark & Ashland 
Edgewater: 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat. 
SE corner of Broadway/Thorndale 
Glenwood: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sun. 
On Glenwood betw. Morse & Lunt 
Loyola: 4-8 p.m. Mon. 
Loyola Plaza, 6550 N. Sheridan 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Adult day wellness programs for 
persons 60 and over. Gentle yoga, tai 
chi, music, exercise, lunch and 
snacks. 
Transportation provided within 
boundary area. 
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
WhiteCraneWellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

ASTON REP THEATRE COMPANY 
“Equus” by Peter Shaffer 
When teenager Alan Strang’s 
pathological fascination leads him to 
blind six horses in a Hampshire 
stable, psychiatrist Martin Dysart is 
tasked with uncovering the motive 
behind the boy’s violent act. As 
Dysart delves into Alan’s world of 
twisted spirituality, passion and 
sexuality, he begins to question his 
own sanity and motivations in a 
world driven by consumerism.  
Thru Oct. 27 
The Edge Theater 
5451 N. Broadway 
773-828-9129 
astonrep.com 

GALLERY OF CONTEMPORARY 
MOSAICS 
“Incandescenze” 
Exhibit of artworks in mosaic, 
drawing and sculpture by Verdiano 
Marzi.  
Thru Nov. 9 
1127 W. Granville 
gallerygocm.com 

IDLE MUSE THEATRE 
“Equivocation” by Bill Cain 
In the aftermath of the failed 
Gunpowder Plot of 1605 to assassi-
nate King James I and destroy the 
British Parliament, playwright 
William Shagspeare is commissioned 
by the powerful Lord Robert Cecil to 
write the “true historie” of the plot … 
to the particular specifications of His 
Majesty.  
Thru Oct. 20 
The Edge Off Broadway 

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

1133 W. Catalpa 
773-340-9438 
idlemuse.org 

LIFELINE THEATRE 
“Whose Body?” by Dorothy L. 
Sayers 
When a dead body turns up in a 
bathtub wearing nothing but a pair of 
pince-nez, amateur detective Lord 
Peter Wimsey assigns himself to the 
case. A 1923 mystery. 
Thru Oct. 27 
6912 N. Glenwood 
773-761-4477 
lifelinetheatre.com 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
“Our Town” by Thornton Wilder 
Set in the early 20th century, this 
classic is an examination of everyday 
life in the small fictional town of 
Grover’s Corners, New Hampshire. 
Famous for its use of minimalist 
staging to emphasize the nuances of 
new and old relationships, Wilder 
expertly intertwines the lives of the 
Gibbs and Webb families in a 
celebration of the simpler things.  
Oct. 10-20 
Newhart Family Theatre 
Fall Choral Showcase 
Join the Chamber Choir, Schola 
Cantorum, University Chorale and 
Women’s Chorus for a night of choral 
music in the Fall Choral Showcase. 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 25 
Mundelein Auditorium 
First Friday concert series 
Frank Babbitt and Eugenia Jeong 
perform Cesar Franck’s Sonata for 
Violin and Piano, a Franz Schubert 
Lieder and Ernest Bloch’s Rhapsody 
for Viola and Piano. 
11:30 a.m. Friday, Nov. 1 
Skowronski Music Hall 
Jazz Showcase 
Program featuring jazz combos and 
the Jazz Ensemble. 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 1 
Newhart Family Theatre 
“My Turn to Talk” 
In this one-night-only event curated 
by Garvin van Dernoot, nine students 
will each spend 8-10 minutes talking 
about an incredibly obscure topic 
that they know almost everything 
about. Listen to topics ranging from 
how fashion can be used as a tool for 
social change, to instructions for 
throwing a murder mystery party, to 
the experiences of first-generation 
students of immigrants. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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7:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 2 
Studio 409 (Rm. 409, 4th floor) 
All Loyola events above will be held 
at Mundelein Center for the Fine and 
Performing Arts, 1020 W. Sheridan 
artsevents.luc.edu/events 

RALPH ARNOLD GALLERY 
“Past Tense” 
An exhibition of artworks that 
directly relate to moments in art 
history.  
Thru Oct. 18 
1131 W. Sheridan 
773-508-7510 
luc.edu/ralpharnoldgallery 

RAVEN THEATRE 
“Sundown, Yellow Moon” by 
Rachel Bonds 
In the misty heat of a small Southern 
town, two sisters have come home to 
handle a crisis. But deep, honest 
communication doesn’t come easy 
with their newly divorced father, 
who’s been suspended from his job. 
Seemingly stuck between the future 
and the past, this family of musicians 
sings what they can’t bring them-
selves to say. 
Oct. 3 thru Nov. 17 
6157 N. Clark 
773-338-2177 
raventheatre.com 

REDTWIST THEATRE 
“Keely & Du” by Jane Martin 
In this Pulitzer Prize finalist, Du, a 
right-to-life activist, and Keely, a 
pregnant rape victim Du is confining, 
transcend their circumstances and 
the ideological issues that separate 
them. This is a mind-probing issue 
play with a gripping human face. 
Who is accountable? What is the 
extent of individual freedom?  
Oct. 9 thru Nov. 10 
1044 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-728-7529 
redtwist.org 

RIVENDELL THEATRE 
“Laura and the Sea” by Kate 
Tarker 
It’s company outing day, and Laura, 
one of the top travel agents of her 
generation, is having the best/worst 
day of her life. So much so that she 
decides to end it all. Afterward, her 
colleagues try to piece things 
together on a memorial blog. But 
how do you mourn someone you 
didn’t know that well? A comedy 
about depression, or a treatise on 

Community Calendar 
(Continued from page 4) 

travel agents who don’t travel.  
Oct. 25 thru Dec. 8 
5779 N. Ridge 
773-334-7728 
rivendelltheatre.org 

STEEP THEATRE 
“Mosquitoes” by Lucy Kirkwood 
Inside the Large Hadron Collider, two 
high-energy particle beams travel at 
close to the speed of light before 
being forced to collide. Outside, two 
sisters run on an ideological collision 
course that threatens to upend the 
fragile gravity holding their family 
together.  
Thru Nov. 9 
1115 W. Berwyn 
773-649-3186 
steeptheatre.com 

THREE CAT PRODUCTIONS 
“Don’t Call Me Shirley” by Paul 
Moulton and Scott Ozaroski 
It’s 1952, the height of the Red Scare, 
and Shirley Fluffberger is in danger 
of being exposed as a former 
Communist unless she allows her 
show to transfer to the growing 
medium of television. Then Shirley’s 
husband discovers a dirty little secret 
about FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, 
which she employs in an ingenious 
scheme to save the day… or so she 
thinks. A staged reading. Free. 
7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 21 
Berger Park 
6205 N. Sheridan 
threecatproductions.com 

Association-owned 
units 
By Thomas C. Vaughan 

As owners know, Malibu East’s 
boards have taken a proactive role in 
protecting the value of our units from 
fire-sale transactions. MECA has 
exercised our right of first refusal to 
assume the purchase obligations of 
units that were placed under contracts 
for what the boards thought were 
substandard amounts. 

The Association has enjoyed success 
with this program over the years, 
having recorded a GAAP profit of 
$985,000 since 2010. The recorded 
sales prices of the units we sold 
registered 72% higher on average than 
the original purchase amount. 

The units purchased were often in 
difficult shape, many with original 1971 
fixtures. Those that MECA has sold 
were updated to match buyers’ current 
expectations. These improvements 
have cost the Association just over 
$50,000 on average for the units sold. 
Over the past 12 years, we have 
purchased 39 units, sold 28, and 
currently own 11 units. Of these 11, 
eight are now rented and three are 
either for sale or rent. 

In today’s low-interest-rate environ-
ment, by buying and selling units, we 
have enjoyed a return exceeding what 
is available through our usual insured 
certificates of deposit or money market 
funds. This return is calculated after 
accounting for all improvement 
expenses and ongoing costs, including 
real estate taxes, insurance and our 
monthly assessments. 

Our condo market has improved, and 
foreclosures are becoming rarer at 
Malibu East. This Board continues to 
believe that this plan has proved 
beneficial for our owners and continues 
to improve the valuations at Malibu 
East. Toward this end, we encourage 
owners to sign and keep on file in our 
Management Office a limited power of 
attorney. This allows the executive 
officer of the Board to vote the owner’s 
interest at special unit owners’ meet-
ings – but only for the purchase or sale 
of such units in the owner’s absence. It 
is necessary to sign such a proxy only 
once, as long as it is kept on file in the 
Management Office and is not rescind-
ed. Proxies are available in the Manage-
ment Office. 

Board election results 
Martina Molins 43.9801% 
Thomas Vaughan 42.6065% 
Samuel Bullock 37.0577% 
Carl Chadek 25.3731% 
Carl Stahlheber 24.7612% 
Carol Beatty 24.4262% 
 
Total 198.2048% 
Quorum 34.184% 
 
All six candidates were elected to 

two-year terms. 
Each owner’s vote is multiplied by 

that owner’s percentage of ownership. 
Since each owner was allowed six votes, 
if all owners had voted a total of six 
votes, and if there were no spoiled 
ballots, the total votes would be 
600.0000%. Since 600% corresponds to 
approximately 500x6=3000 votes, each 
“percent” in the election results above 
corresponds to approximately five 
“votes” on the ballot. 
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effect. This problem becomes more 
acute in the cold and windy days of 
winter. Those are the days when it is so 
difficult to open and close doors, 
particularly in the garage and the door 
leading to the service elevator from the 
Lobby. Obviously the fact that cold air 
comes into the building increases our 
electricity costs. Remedial actions have 
been taken over the years by closing the 
gaps around pipes and electrical outlets 
in all parts of the building and installing 
better doors in many areas of the 
building. This has not been enough. 

In the past we had been informed 
that not much more could be done. 
Nevertheless, the Board decided to hire 
a consultant. He has recommended a 
number of improvements to diminish 
this problem. For example, he has 
recommended the construction of a new 
door at the top of the handicap ramp in 
the Lobby. To do so according to code, 
we will have to move the location of the 
entrance to the Management Office. He 
has recommended also the installation 
of double-glass windows in the Lobby 
and the construction of a new two-door 
system in the area of the Lobby next to 
the door to the service elevator, as well 
as the construction of new doors at the 
top of the loading dock area. 

At the same time, the consultant 
brought to our attention that there is 
new equipment that measures the 
carbon monoxide level in garages and 
directs the exhaust equipment to stop 
when the carbon monoxide level does 
not require it. At the present time, our 
exhaust equipment runs continuously. 
There are many hours during the day 
and at night when there is very little car 
activity and we do not need the equip-
ment to run and blow cold air into the 
garage. We are about to implement this 
improvement. This will also reduce the 
electricity costs. 

The Board decided that, given the age 
of the building, we had to take a 
proactive approach in attempting to 
modernize, refresh and meet the 
current expectations of owners of a 
luxury condominium. To that effect, 
after substantial debate and soul-
searching, two architects were hired. 
One to review the outside common 
elements of the building and the other 
to review the common elements inside 
the building. Why two? Because we 
were advised that different expertise 

State of the Association 
(Continued from page 1) 

and experience were necessary to 
handle these matters. 

The architect hired to review the 
outside of the buildings recommends 
that we make the corner of Sheridan 
and Glenake the focal point of the 
property so that passersby and motor-
ists will take notice of Malibu East. He 
also recommends that we redo the 
atrium and install new pavers and new 
lighting, along with a new paint job and 
a different approach to the area in the 
middle of the atrium. He has also 
recommended moving the dog runs to 
the area outside the Bicycle Room so 
that our residents with dogs can stay 
under cover on rainy and snowy days. 
Also, they will not need to walk in front 
of the loading dock, which exposes the 
residents and their dogs to bodily harm 
from cars and trucks moving in and out 
of the loading dock. 

These recommendations will be 
implemented over time. 

The architect dealing with the inside 
common elements recommends that we 
keep the basic elements of our Lobby. 
Actually all the architects we inter-
viewed before we made the decision to 
hire the current architect were of the 
opinion that our Lobby is unique and, 
except for a few changes in lighting and 
possibly the size and location of the 
doorman station, we should keep our 
Lobby as is. 

As to the common elements on this 
fourth floor, it is clear that this Wind-
jammer Room is dated and that the 
Fitness Room is too small. The chairman 
of the Architecture Committee will 
provide more details, but all the 
architects that we interviewed, includ-
ing the one we hired, thought that 
eliminating the walls of this Windjam-
mer Room and replacing them with 
glass windows would substantially 
improve the looks of the room. 

We have been involved in quite a 
number of contracts. Obviously each 
project mentioned so far has required 
the execution of a contract. In addition, 
we have negotiated and dealt with 
contracts for leases of the spaces or 
units in the Malibu East Plaza, as well as 
contracts for the purchase or sale of 
residential units by the Association and 
the leasing of units owned by the 
Association. To the extent we think it is 
appropriate, all these contracts have 
been negotiated by management and 
members of the Board and drafted by 
the lawyers on the Board. For example, 
Arthur Arfa has been the lawyer in 

nearly all the closings of purchases of 
units by the Association and Tom 
Vaughan has been the Board repre-
sentative in the closings of nearly all the 
purchases and sales of units by the 
Association. 

During the last year, the TV and 
Internet Committee has been involved 
in the process of determining the best 
way to handle our television and 
internet needs. After many meetings to 
review alternatives, and a review by the 
Board, we now have signed a contract 
with Comcast. Tom Vaughan, chairper-
son of the committee, will provide a full 
report. Many residents volunteered to 
be members of the committee and have 
provided extremely good advice and 
support to the Board in making what we 
believe is the right decision at this time. 
This is a great example of cooperation 
between residents and the Board, and 
we hope that there will be more 
occasions to do so. 

As you well know, the Board and 
management are very keen in making 
sure that this building is a first-class 
building. As part of this process, the 
Board decided to hire a consultant to 
provide what is referred to in the 
marketplace as a reserve study. The 
objective of such a study is to determine 
the life expectancy of the many ele-
ments and equipment in the building 
and to assist in planning the funding 
that will be necessary to deal with their 
replacement and/or repair. Our Long-
Term Planning Committee will be 
addressing these issues in the forthcom-
ing months once we have examined the 
reserve study. 

Our treasurer, Joan Scholl, will 
provide all of us with a report on our 
finances. I would like, however, to make 
a few comments. You are, I hope, aware 
that by the end of next year, we will 
have spent some $7 million – I want to 
repeat, seven million dollars, and this is 
not peanuts – to pay for the work 
relating to the balconies and the façade. 
In addition, we will have spent close to 
$1.5 million to pay for the work being 
done in the garage and the boat dock, as 
well as the construction of the staircase 
to provide a fire exit in the east end of 
the Plaza. We would not have been able 
to do these projects and pay the large 
sums of money required to do the work 
if we had not accumulated in past years 
substantial funds in our reserve 
account. You all can figure out that, after 

(Continued on page 7) 
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we have paid for these projects, our 
reserves will have dwindled to a 
relatively small amount compared to 
what we had before these projects were 
undertaken. 

Pursuant to the advice of the consult-
ants, management and the Board have 
decided that this coming year we need 
to replace the carpet both in the halls of 
our building and in the Plaza. The cost 
of replacing the carpet in the Plaza is 
not very large, but the replacement of 
the carpet in the halls of our residential 
tower is quite expensive. This issue 
reminds me that the advice of consult-
ants is not always good. The consultants 
who advised the Board some 10 years 
ago in connection with the replacement 
of the carpet in the halls were obviously 
not very good, as demonstrated by all 
the problems we have encountered in 
attempting to keep the carpet clean and 
in good condition, and suitable for a first
-class building. 

In order to reach the goal of having a 
first-class building, which the Board 
believes is what you want us to do, and 
not impose a special assessment, the 
monthly assessments and fees collected 
for different services, such as the 
garage, will have to be increased. After a 
number of years with no increases, the 
Board believes that all of you will agree 
that this is the right and appropriate 
decision at this time. I do believe that if 
we are judicious in the manner we 
spend our money and implement the 
required projects, we will continue to 
enjoy the benefits of living in the best 
condominium in the lakefront area and 
we will be proud to live in a first-class, 
luxurious building. 

Thanks for your patience and 
goodwill. 

State of the Association 
(Continued from page 6) 

Committee report 

ASCO, community 
affairs 
By Sandy Chaet 

ASCO is the Association of Sheridan 
Condominium/Co-op Owners and it 
represents 32 buildings and 6,253 
individual units on Sheridan Road from 
Devon to Berwyn. 

Legislation started this past year with 
HB 29, the main thrust of which was to 
deprive home municipalities, particular-
ly Chicago, from developing legislation 
that would override any bill that had 
been previously passed by the state’s 
General Assembly. For example, HB 189 
permits a unit owner, for any reason, to 
request a complete list of an associa-
tion’s residents’ names, addresses, email 
addresses and phone numbers, but it 
was overridden in Chicago by a City 
Council ordinance. HB 29, which would 
have nullified the Chicago ordinance, did 
pass the Illinois House of Representa-
tives in March, but thanks to state Sen. 
Heather Steans, it died in committee in 
the Senate without ever receiving a vote. 
Many thanks to all of you for writing 
emails and letters opposing this bill. 

A bill that was passed in Illinois is HB 
1438, referred to as The Cannabis Act, 
which goes into effect Jan. 1, 2020. 

Deconversion is the process of 
converting a condo building back to 
rental units. A Chicago ordinance was 
proposed by Ald. Harry Osterman (48th 
Ward) and Ald. Brendan Reilly (42nd 
Ward) that increases the percentage of 
owners required to approve a deconver-
sion from 75% to 85%. It passed the 
Chicago Housing Committee and then 
was passed by the full City Council on 
Sept. 18. At the state level, there also will 
be a bill proposing to change the 
required approval percentage to 85% of 
ownership. 

The catch basins on Sheridan Road, 
which help reduce the flooding on the 
street, are now being cleaned yearly. The 
bus stop at Glenlake and Sheridan 
(southbound) needs more extensive 
repair, and the order is in to remedy it 
but no timetable as to when. ASCO also 
worked on guidelines for signage on 
Sheridan, which have been submitted as 
requested by the alderman. ASCO is 
working to make sure the signage is 
appropriate for our residential street. 

Many of you, including ASCO, are 
concerned about the rising water levels 
of Lake Michigan. The lake is at the same 

high level as in 1987, when it flooded 
Sheridan Road. At that time, ASCO 
worked with elected officials and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to have 
three large revetment boulder rocks 
installed, as well as other large rocks 
along the shoreline. This helped alleviate 
the flooding, and the feeling is that 
similar action will help now. 

On Sept. 5, there was a meeting of 
more than 85 people (Corps of Engi-
neers; local, state and federal elected 
officials; Chicago Park District; etc.). The 
ASCO executive board met with Ald. 
Osterman afterward, and there is a 
meeting planned with the manager and 
president and/or board member of each 
condo building so that the alderman can 
report to them. The Park District 
conducted a study by flying a drone over 
the lakefront from Howard to the South 
Side, It, along with the Chicago Depart-
ment of Transportation, will be placing 
hundreds of yards of jersey barriers in 
eight different locations, including 
Granville/Sheridan. Other areas that 
already had a seawall were not being 
considered (Rosemont and Glenlake). 

Also discussed at the Sept. 5 meeting 
were short- and long-term goals, 
creating a buffer zone, and which 
government body will be handling the 
project and paying for it. Let us all hope 
Lake Michigan recedes. 

The annual 48th Ward town hall 
meeting, hosted by Ald. Osterman, will 
be held on Wednesday, Oct. 16 at 
6:30 p.m. at Emanuel Congregation, 
5959 N. Sheridan. 

Please check the ASCO website, 
ascosheridanroad.org, for updates. 

Committee report 

Malibu East Plaza 
By Arthur Arfa 

The area formerly known as the 
Captain’s Walk has been renamed the 
Malibu East Plaza. Based on renderings 
by our design consultant, we hope to 
refresh the Malibu East Plaza with new 
carpeting and a refurbished ceiling in 
order to make the area more attractive 
to both tenants and customers. 

Committee report 

Building services 
By Carol Beatty 

The business of this committee 
focused on housekeeping, apprising the 
office of spills, water heater leaks and 
marred walls, when such accidents 
occur. 

The upkeep of carpeting on residen-
tial floors and common areas has 
become a great concern as the carpet-
ing ages. Regular in-house cleaning, as 
well as professional cleaning twice a 
year, has proven to be inadequate, 
prompting the Board’s approval of an 
increase in the professional cleaning to 
three times a year. 

New uniforms for the doormen have 
been chosen; measurements will be 
taken soon. 
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Committee report 

Architecture, 
aesthetics 
By Tom Irvine 

This past year, committee member-
ship was opened up to non-Board 
members. We added seven talented 
residents to the committee who have 
been very helpful in reviewing project 
options and providing insightful input. 

I would like to provide the status on 
the following projects: 
• Façade and balcony project. We will 

be completing the third year of the 
project this year. In addition to the 
east end of the building, we com-
pleted all the north balcony tiers 
and the remaining work on the M 
and L tiers. We expect to complete 
the A unit east balconies as well as 
the south brick panels repair work. 
Next year will complete the last 
phase of the project, with work on 
all the south balconies. Total 
expenditure is $1.7 million for 
Phase Three by year-end 2019. 
Total expenditure is estimated at 
$7,125,000 for all phases by year-
end 2020. 

• Boat dock, lower level stairwell and 
garage project. We began this 
project this year, which may carry 
over to 2020 due to the pending 
boat dock and stairwell permit. The 
garage project of fixing four col-
umns, replacing the control joints 
and refinishing the traffic surfaces 
of the garage will be completed this 
fall. Total expenditure by year-end 
or early spring is $1,355,000. 

• Improvements were made in the 
garage to reduce the impact of the 
stack effect. Besides the stack effect 
reduction, the carbon monoxide 
control system will also contribute 
to reduce electricity consumption 
and keep the garage slightly warmer 
during the cold season. 

• The Board hired William Arnold 
Design to work with us on a master 
plan for improvements to the 
Lobby; renovation of the resident 
floors, including new carpet and 
wall colors; and redesign of the 
fourth-floor amenities space. The 
Board and the committee are 
narrowing down the options that 
will be presented to residents in the 
next year once refined. We are 
conscious of the costs of these 
aesthetic and functional projects 

and will look to implement them in 
phases so residents can begin to see 
the benefits sooner. 

• We received the results of a study 
and estimates to replace the cinder 
block wall on the west side of the 
building for floors 30 and above. 
The appearance of the wall will be 
slightly altered due to the installa-
tion of standard cinder blocks 
replacing the old custom ones. This 
project is estimated to cost $1.5 
million, to be completed several 
years in the future. 

Social events 

Oktoberfest, book club 
By Sandy Chaet 

On Saturday, Oct. 12 at 7:30 p.m., the 
Malibu East Social Committee will host 
“Malibu East Oktoberfest,” starring 
Johnny Wagner. 

Wagner specializes in traditional 
Bavarian, Austrian and Slovenian styles 
of music. The show will feature multiple 
instruments, including the Swiss 
alphorn (a 15-foot horn), Austrian 
cowbells and much more. His website is 
www.thejohnnywagnerband.com. 

There will be Oktoberfest refresh-
ments, soda and wine. Fliers have been 
distributed or you can get another from 
the Management Office. Please RSVP by 
Monday, Oct. 7 so the committee will 
know how to plan. 

The Malibu East book club will meet 
on Sunday, Nov. 3 at 1 p.m. in the 
Community Room. The book to be 
discussed is “The Bookshop on the 
Corner” by Jenny Colgan. Here’s a 
synopsis from the book’s back cover: 

“Nina is a literary matchmaker. 
Pairing a reader with that perfect book 
is her passion... and also her job. Or at 
least it was. Until yesterday, she was a 
librarian in the hectic city. But now the 
job she loved is no more. 

“Determined to make a new life for 
herself, Nina moves to a sleepy village 
many miles away. There she buys a van 
and transforms it into a mobile 
bookshop that she drives from neigh-
borhood to neighborhood, changing one 
life after another with the power of 
storytelling. 

“From helping her grumpy landlord 
deliver a lamb, to sharing picnics with a 
charming train conductor who sere-
nades her with poetry, Nina discovers 
there’s plenty of adventure, magic, and 
soul in a place that’s beginning to feel 
like home... a place where she just 
might be able to write her own happy 
ending.” 

The book is available at Amazon.com 
(new and used), Barnes & Noble and 
the Chicago Public Library (a few copies 
are available). 

After this book is discussed on 
Nov. 3, the next book will be selected. 

Committee report 

Social 
By Sandy Chaet 

Thanks to the Social Committee 
(Aida, Linda, Marion, James, Dominic, 
Sally, Carol, Tom, Jake, Joan and Sam) 
for planning, shopping, setting up, etc., 
and all they did to make our year 
successful. Thanks to Larry and Neil for 
help in preparing our fliers. And a 
special thanks to all of you for your 
support and suggestions. 

One of the suggestions was to 
organize a book club. It was started, and 
has met during the year to discuss the 
current chosen book, as well as picking 
the next one. The next book will be “The 
Bookshop on the Corner” by Jenny 
Colgan, and the book club will meet on 
Sunday, Nov. 3, to discuss it. More 
details to follow. 

The committee also has organized a 
variety of different activities: happy 
hours, the annual flu shots, white 
elephant sale, potluck dinner, holiday 
party (which this year will be held on 
Wednesday, Dec. 18), New Year’s party, 
and entertainers such as Edizon Dayao, 
Mike Valentine and the Heartbeats, and 
the Windy City Gay Chorus. And on 
Saturday, Oct. 12, there will be a Malibu 
East Oktoberfest, starring Johnny 
Wagner. Wagner will play multiple 
instruments, including the Swiss 
alphorn. There will be Oktoberfest 
refreshments. A flier will be distributed 
soon. Please RSVP so the committee can 
plan appropriately. 

If you have any suggestions or ideas, 
or if you wish to join the Social Commit-
tee, leave the information – as well as 
your name, unit and telephone number 
– with the Management Office. And 
again, thanks for your support in 
making our events successful. 

Work on south-
facing balconies 

will begin this fall 
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Committee report 

Finance 
By Joan Scholl 

The Finance Committee and manage-
ment are in the process of preparing 
the preliminary 2020 budget, which 
will be approved for distribution to 
owners at the Sept. 24 Board meeting. 
Owners will receive the preliminary 
budget for their review in early 
October. The final budget will be 
adopted at either the Oct. 22 or Nov. 26 
Board meeting. 

A preview of the 2020 budget, as 
recommended by the Finance Commit-
tee, considers the following: 
• Because of significant capital 

projects and related capital expendi-
tures in the near future, the budget 
will include an increase in assess-
ments. 

• Because of garage improvements 
and increased garage operating 
costs, the budget will include an 
increase in monthly parking rates. 

• Similar to prior years, the budget 
will not include an estimate of any 
gain on the sale of MECA-owned 
units or an Operating Fund surplus. 
Addendum: At the Sept. 24 Board 

meeting, the Board approved the 2020 
draft budget for distribution to owners, 
which includes a 4% increase in 
assessments and a $4 to $8 increase in 
monthly parking fees. 

Committee report 

Landscaping, façade 
By Carol Beatty 

A professional landscaping plan to 
include the atrium, the new location of 
the dog walk, the lower plaza area, the 
building surround and the parkways 
was developed. These plans, presented 
to the residents, met with general 
approval. 

With Phases One and Two of our 
building’s façade project having been 
finished, Phase Three is underway and 
Phase Four is expected to complete the 
project next year. 

Work of this scope comes with a high 
price tag, necessitating that plans made 
for re-carpeting and landscaping be 
deferred to a later date, as described in 
the summation of the reserve study. 

Treasurer’s report 
By Joan Scholl 

My report begins with highlighting 
MECA’s 2018 audited financial state-
ments, a copy of which was sent or 
emailed to all unit owners earlier in the 
year. I encourage everyone to read the 
audit, which provides more information 
and details than the following: 
• The audited statements included an 

unqualified opinion, which opined 
on MECA’s assets, liabilities and 
fund balances as of Dec. 31, 2018, as 
well as revenue and expenditure 
transactions during the year, in both 
the Operating Fund and the Replace-
ment (aka Reserve) Fund. 

• In 2018, our Operating Fund 
revenue exceeded expenses by 
$555,560. Although the Operating 
Fund budget is set to break even 
each year, the positive results were 
primarily due to (1) an unbudgeted 
$174,480 gain on the sale of three 
MECA-owned units, and (2) the fact 
that actual expenditures, including 
the provision for bad debts and 
contingencies, were less than what 
had been budgeted. Consistent with 
previous years, the 2018 operating 
excess was approved for transfer to 
the Replacement Fund at our 
September 2018 annual meeting. 
Including the operating excess 
transfer, the balance in the Replace-
ment Fund at the end of 2018 was 
$5,218,819. 

• During 2018, $3,178,230 of capital 
expenditures was paid out of the 
Replacement Fund, which included 
approximately $2.8 million for the 
balcony/façade project. 
Highlights of MECA’s 2019 unaudited 

financial data include the following: 
• Through July 31, Operating Fund 

revenue exceeded expenses by 
$160,854, which included an 
unbudgeted gain of $12,633, before 
depreciation, on the sale of two 
MECA-owned units. Although 
positive, based on these results, it 
appears the Operating Fund surplus 
in 2019 will be significantly less 
than that in the prior year. 

• As of July 31, our unaudited Re-
placement Fund balance, which 
includes the anticipated transfer of 
the year-to-date operating surplus, 
is in excess of $5 million. However, 
due to additional capital expendi-
tures, it is projected that the balance 
will decrease to less than $3 million 

by year-end. 
• As of July 31, our cash and CD 

balance totaled $2,720,041, and our 
investment, including the cost of 
improvements, in 12 MECA-owned 
units totaled $2,165,107. 
Based on financial data through July 

31, 2019, we expect that there will be 
an Operating Fund surplus for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 2019. A resolution was 
made and approved to transfer any 
Operating Fund surplus for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 2019, as determined by 
our annual audit, to the Replacement 
Fund. 

Elevated humor 

By Helen Reichert Lambin 

Be alert. There are some creative but 
little-known humorists afoot in the 
elevators. Here are a few brief exam-
ples. 

Example 1: I get on the elevator with 
a woman and several men already on it. 
“Now you spoiled it,” the woman says 
deadpan. “I had them all to myself.” 
“That’s why I got on,” I say sternly, 

“to protect your virtue.” Then I look 
around. “On second thought,” I say, “to 
protect theirs.” 

At another stop: “I’m getting off 
soon,” she says, “and you’ll have them 
all to yourself.” 
“About time,” I say. 
“This is a fun elevator,” one of the 

men says, departing. “I hate to get off.” 
Example 2: The freight elevator is 

not in service, so people are getting on a 
passenger elevator with carts and such. 
Some politely hesitate before getting 
on, but there’s sufficient space. “Come 
on in,” I say, “there’s room for every-
body.” 
“Oh, no, there isn’t,” a woman in the 

corner says exuberantly. “Everybody 
off.” 

And we all ascended with a commu-
nal feeling. 

Example 3: I was returning from a 
bus ride to Mariano’s with a shopping 
bag, on the top of which were four 
containers of shoestring potatoes. 
Really, they are hard to find, so I was 
stocking up. Seeing the other passenger 
in the elevator glancing at them, I 
explained: “Just the basic food groups: 
salt, chocolate and spirits.” 
“Are you the person who does the 

‘Eccentrics’ column?” he asked. 
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Restaurant review 

Uvae Kitchen a hit 
with diners 
By Beth Robinson 

A new addition in 
Andersonville, Uvae Kitchen 
and Wine Bar has the feel of 
a neighborhood place – warm and 
inviting with friendly staff and lots of 
animated conversation. The selection of 
small plates and wine encourages 
leisurely dining and exploration of 
flavors. The menu offers Snacks, Earth 
(vegetable based), Sea (seafood), Farm 
(meat and cheese based) and Desserts, 
with a handful of options in each 
category. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nine Dialogue Diners went to Uvae on 

a Wednesday night and were seated at a 
long table in the center of the room. Katie 
particularly enjoyed the de cor of dark 
wood, upholstered furniture and a 
fireplace. An air plant nestled in a bed of 
corks sat on each table. We were 
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pleasantly surprised to learn that on 
Wednesdays the bottles of wine are 25% 
off. Louise chose a light and crisp white 
wine, Ramos Vinho Verde from Portugal, 
for the table. 

First, we asked for two items to share 
and put in additional requests as the 
evening progressed. Our server accom-
modated our pace, taking orders when 
we were ready and providing fresh plates 
as needed. 

To start we had crunchy fried smelt 
accompanied by garlic tartar sauce and 
tasty brussels sprouts with portabella 
mushrooms in a white wine sauce. Later, 
the eating adventure continued with 
tender braised octopus with fried yucca 
and red wine watermelon; spicy zucchini 
and mole; house-made maltagliati pasta 
with ricotta cheese sauce and lemon-
basil zest; and finally, curry-flavored 
braised pork with lentil rice. 

The smelt was a treat for Debbie and 
Neil, who have not found it on other local 
restaurant menus. Tracy thought that the 
braised pork would have been better 
with more distinctive curry spices. 
Though each diner had some favorite 
dishes, all agreed that every item was 
well-prepared with distinctive flavors. 

For dessert, the honey panna cotta, a 
vanilla pot de cre me with cayenne-spiced 
chocolate sauce, was sweet, rich and 
creamy. 

Menu items come in medium-sized 
portions and range in price from $6 for 
deviled eggs to $28 for orange duck. Two 
orders of an item provided a good taste of 
the dish for all nine diners. Wine can be 
ordered in different-sized pours starting 
with three ounces. 

Diners agreed that Uvae was an 
excellent dining experience with deli-
cious, complex dishes and interesting 
wines served by knowledgeable, attentive 
staff in a comfortable setting. The only 
drawback for some was a noise level that 
made conversation more difficult. 

 
Uvae Kitchen and Wine Bar 
5553 N. Clark St. 
773-654-1432 
uvaechicago.com 
Hours: 5-10 p.m. Mon.-Thu.; 5-11 p.m. 
Fri.-Sat.; brunch 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Sat.-Sun. 

Asst. treasurer: Rob Larson 
Secretary: Carl Stahlheber 
Asst. secretary: Carol Beatty 

2) New business: 28D sale 
Board decided not to exercise its right of 
first refusal on this sale. 

3) Closed session item 
Board authorized management to make 
an expenditure for installation of an 
exhaust vent in Malibu East Plaza. 

Board meeting notes 
(Continued from page 2) 

 



October 2019   Page 11 

 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Units for sale: 36E, 21C, 7B, 7E 
Units for rent: 36E, 39D 

At issue, Osterman said, is not only 
determining the most effective means 
of protecting against the high lake 
levels, but getting funding for the 
project. 

The Chicago Park District commis-
sioned a drone study of erosion along 
the 18-mile lakefront, in collaboration 
with the city and the Army Corps of 
Engineers, but the results haven’t been 
disclosed. 

For the short term, the Chicago 
Department of Transportation has 
agreed to place concrete Jersey barriers 
in four locations in Edgewater/Rogers 
Park – at Granville, and at the Howard, 
Rogers and Juneway beaches – as well 
as locations in other parts of the city by 
the end of September. In addition, 
Osterman has asked CDOT to consider 
installing the barriers at Glenlake, 
Thorndale and Rosemont. 

Osterman said that city crews are 
cleaning the catch basins from Devon to 
Hollywood so that any floodwater that 
reaches Sheridan Road this winter will 
be quickly drained. 

Property managers of the ASCO 
member buildings plan to share 
information they’ve learned from their 
experiences in dealing with high lake 
levels in the past. 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

City aware of flood 
risk 
By Neil Warner 

With the levels of Lake 
Michigan at near-record 
highs, the city is studying 
the problem and looking 
for ways to minimize the impact on 
residents. 

The lake level is 30 inches above 
average, according to Michelle 
Dojutrek, an emergency manager of the 
Readiness Section of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Chicago District. 
The rising level is thought to be the 
result of cyclical patterns, as well as the 
heavy rainfall last spring. 

Beaches are being swallowed up by 
the encroaching lake and erosion, as 
evidenced by the dramatic decrease in 
beach area between Thorndale and 
Hollywood, and the possibility of 
flooding this winter has some lakefront 
residents concerned. Several small 
lakefront parks near Howard Street are 
at least partly under water, with 
portions having been fenced off. 

48th Ward Ald. Harry Osterman 
addressed these concerns before a 
group of property managers and condo 
board members at a meeting of the 
Association of Sheridan Condominium/
Co-op Owners (ASCO) in the Windjam-
mer Room on Sept. 20. 

Osterman said the city, along with 
the Army Corps of Engineers and other 
government agencies, is looking for 
both short-term and long-term mitiga-
tion efforts. 

“This problem will happen again 
during our lifetimes,” Osterman said, 
mentioning the February 1987 flood 
that closed Lake Shore Drive near Oak 
Street Beach. “We have to develop a 
way to combat this problem, from 
Indiana to Evanston.” 

Committee report 

Security 
By Sandy Chaet 

Malibu East is running smoothly and 
efficiently, thanks to our security team, 
the 24-hour door staff and our 34 
cameras throughout the building. Even 
with these elements in place, there are 
things you can do to help. 

It is not rude to close the door of an 
unattended fobbed entrance when 
another person is approaching, especially 
if you do not recognize the person. If you 
see a suspicious person in the building or 
an unattended package, bag or suitcase, 
alert the door staff immediately. 

Make sure you familiarize yourself 
with our emergency plan, the two 
stairwells, the location of fire extinguish-
ers in the stairwells, and the location of 
the emergency exits. If an emergency 
occurs in your unit, call 911, followed by 
calling the Management Office and/or the 
door staff. Residents should keep 
emergency telephone numbers handy 
(post them on your refrigerator or inside 
your medicine cabinet in the master bath 
or keep in your wallet). 

Finally, it is MOST important the 
Management Office has your emergency 
contact information. This information is 
not shared; it is used only in case of an 
emergency involving you or your unit. 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2019 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 

6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 

Marcel Molins, Board President 
Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 
Melody Keegan, Asst. Property Manager 

Tom Vaughan, Chairman of the 
Communications Committee 
Larry Rosen, Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 

 Committee 

Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 
Neil Warner, Editor 

Tracy Poyser, Photo Editor 
Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor 

Bob Butler 
Ron Cohn 

Dianne Fishering 
Lynne Forella 

Jo Gayle 
Zohreh Ghavamshahidi  

Katie Heffernan 
Helen Lambin 

Rosemary Lambin 
Myrna Manners 
Ethel Mullin 
Tracy Poyser 
Beth Robinson 
Nancy Stoesser 
Lori Ziesmer 

Committee report 

TV, internet 
By Thomas C. Vaughan 

Malibu East’s DirecTV and HiPoint 
internet five-year contracts expired 
earlier this year. After a building-wide 
survey and following the TV and Internet 
Committee’s recommendation, we have 
entered into an agreement with Comcast 
for their Xfinity product for the next three 
years. Providers all wanted five-year 
contracts, but we insisted on only three 
years. In this fast-changing world, no one 
knows what technologies will look like in 
three years. 

We are hoping to transition to Com-
cast’s service sometime in October. 
Comcast held preliminary informational 
seminars in July. Xfinity employees will 
again be in the Windjammer Room on 
Sept. 23 and Sept. 26 to help us better 
understand their service and to allow us 
to understand what additional equipment 
or channel packages residents may wish 
for their units. 

Under our contract, each resident will 
be provided a: 
• Wireless gateway modem/router for 

the internet, 
• X1 platform high-definition receiver/

DVR, 
• X1 receiver, 
• and two X1 voice remotes. 
This equipment, as provided for in our 

bulk package, will allow residents to 
record up to six shows at a time and 
watch them on either of two televisions. 
You can pause a recorded show on one TV 
and pick it up where you left off on a 
second TV. We are told that this is a $160 
retail package that we will receive for $50 
a month, slightly less than our current 
rate for DirecTV and HiPoint combined. 
Additional X1 receivers with the same 
capabilities to access the DVR can be 
rented for $9.95 per month or a basic 
receiver without DVR access for $2.50 per 
month. 

The basic channels provided by Xfinity 
are comprehensive, but there is a 
Preferred supplemental package also 
available for an additional $9.95 a month 
that adds even more coverage. Any one of 
the HBO, TMC, Showtime, Starz or 
Cinemax packages can be ordered at 
about two-thirds of the retail rate. The 
Association is receiving bulk pricing for 
these premium station packages at $9.95 
monthly. 

The speed of Xfinity’s internet service 
is 250 Mbps download and 20 Mbps 
upload, compared with our current 100 

Mbps up and down through HiPoint. Each 
residence will be provided an Xfinity 
wireless gateway modem/router that 
integrates fully with the television 
features and our Web surfing needs. 

Let’s be eccentric 

By Helen Reichert Lambin 

“Eccentric: Departing from a recog-
nized, conventional norm or pattern.” (The 
American Heritage College Dictionary, 
Fourth Edition). 

Are eccentrics made or born? Yes. But 
one thing is certain: Every eccentric is so 
in their own way. After all, what’s the point 
of being eccentric if you’re not yourself? 

To celebrate wisdom eccentricity, the 
Dialogue will offer some aphorisms or 
pithy insights. 

This month we have a slice of wisdom 
from Head Eccentric Lambin: 

Failure is a learning experience when 
other options fail. 

You are invited to be a Guest Eccentric 
by contributing your own sample of 
eccentric wisdom to the Dialogue. Email it 
to Dialogue@MalibuEast.org and 
place “Eccentrics” in the subject line, or 
leave a hard copy at the front desk to the 
attention of editor Neil Warner. Maximum 
number of pithy words: 30. 

The text will appear in print, either with 
your name or anonymously if so request-
ed. However, as with all editorial text, the 
Dialogue staff reserves the right to edit the 
text or choose not to print it. 

So, up with eccentricity, wisdom and 
creativity. It wasn’t conventional cave 
persons who did the cave paintings at 
Lascaux. 

Committee report 

Floor representatives 
By Sam Bullock 

Early in the year, Marcel Molins, our 
Board president, directed the commit-
tee members to look into ways of 
resurrecting the Floor Representatives 
Committee. The committee did have a 
brief resurgence about five years ago 
but fizzled out quickly. 

During a brainstorming session in 
early January, Carol Beatty threw out a 
suggestion that we all loved immediate-
ly: hold regular informal sessions for 
everyone in the building to attend, and 
everyone gets the same information at 
the same time. We presented this to the 
Board at its January meeting, and it was 
approved unanimously. 

The first community forum was held 
in March with approximately 50 to 60 
attendees. Feedback was overwhelm-
ingly positive. The second was held in 
June with about the same number of 
attendees. We decided to skip Septem-
ber due to the annual meeting and will 
schedule the next forum for a date in 
November or December. 


