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By Ron Cohn 
Malibu Market, at the 

newly renamed Malibu 
East Plaza’s main intersec-
tion, held its long-awaited 
grand opening on Aug. 21. 
Crystal chandeliers, shelves lined with 
good wines and a fully stocked deli 
counter with food service announced 
that a big step beyond mere conven-
ience was being taken. 

In the months since then, husband-
and-wife team Benjamin and Jasmine 
Pourkhalili, along with their third 
partner, Kamal Chhabria, have incre-
mentally refined their offerings and 
surroundings. Their complement of 
grocery and household necessities is 
gradually expanding, along with the 
amount and variety of prepared foods 
made in-house. Benjamin says their 
goal is to be a “neighborhood market, 
open when you need us to be, with 
grocery staples, fruit and vegetables, 
bakery goods and more.” They are 
emphasizing quality and service, he 
says, with their big plus being boutique 
wines, high-end spirits, craft beers as 
well as fresh, excellent homemade food 
– “things you don’t find,” he said, “in the 
ordinary grocery store.” 

Their hours are 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., and 
if you call down, they can deliver 
anything you want upstairs to your 
home “for a small delivery charge of 
five dollars,” he said. 

The wines and spirits are a main area 
of expertise for Benjamin. He has been 
in that business for decades, owning as 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Book club 
Sunday, Nov. 3 
1:00 p.m. - Community Room 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, Nov. 26 
7:30 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. For more 
events: malibueast.org/calendar 

many as five wine and liquor stores in 
and around Chicago at one time. He still 
has two Galleria Liqueur shops, one in 
Old Town and one in Wrigleyville on 
Southport. He was also a partner in 
Peggy Sue’s, the popular ’50s-style 
diner on Broadway in the ’90s. 

Benjamin came to this country from 
Iran in 1979 at the age of 19 and has 
worked in the food and liquor business 
ever since. He and Jasmine married in 
Iran in ’95 and she joined him in 
Chicago the following year. Although 
she has enjoyed cooking for gatherings 
and has done some catering, it was only 
once their sons, now 19 and 21, were 
grown, that Jasmine began to put her 
love of cooking and skill in the kitchen 
to work full time here at the Malibu 
Market. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Their menu lists nearly 20 classic 

favorites – BLT, turkey, tuna, etc. – and 
Mediterranean/Persian-inspired 
specialty sandwiches, all made to order. 
Daily specials include cuisine as hearty 
as lamb shank and half a baked chicken. 
They have vegetarian dishes, pasta 
selections, salads, soup, Indian entrees 
and appetizers, as well as breakfast 
sandwiches and an assortment of 
muffins, scones and croissants. High-
end Peet’s coffees are always being 
brewed. 

Beth Robinson, who writes the 
restaurant reviews for the Dialogue, 
gave a “thumbs up” to the dinner she 
and her husband picked up there. 
“Freddy and I went down in search of 
Indian food. At the deli counter, we 
found out that Indian food had to be 
preordered but several other interest-
ing-looking dishes were available, so 
we went home with baked eggplant in a 
tomato sauce for me and roasted 

A new version of the neighborhood corner store 
chicken for him. Both dishes were 
accompanied by a large portion of 
Persian rice. This made for a satisfying 
dinner with plenty of rice left over for 
the next day.” 

To provide a pleasant, informal place 
to enjoy a breakfast, lunch, snack or 
even dinner, the Malibu Market has 
placed small tables and chairs along the 
windows in the front hallway and 
outside on the patio. Jasmine, however, 
stresses they are not a restaurant. “We 
don’t have the traffic to be a restaurant. 
We want to be a place where neighbors 
can have a bite together, but mostly 
where they can pick up food for today 
or tonight or the last minute.” She says 
her ultimate goal is to establish the 
catering business, “not just for these 
two buildings, but for the people and 
businesses in this area.” 

The face of Malibu Market, as much 
as Jasmine’s and Benjamin’s, is that of 
their longtime employee Raj Soni, who 
is on duty at the counter nearly every 
hour of every day, it seems, and is now 
backed up by a new hire, Alex. 

Helen Lambin, another Dialogue 
writer contributing to this article, 
commented that the staff is “very 
welcoming and helpful,” and gives it 
good marks overall. “The store is well 
laid out, makes a good use of space, is 
attractive, and offers a lot of options, 
not only food and spirits, but some over
-the-counter meds and toiletries. And 
even greeting cards.” 

Benjamin says the fact that there was 
no store in this location for over a year 
has made their first months challeng-

(Continued on page 7) 
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Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2019 
Attendance: Nine Board members, two 
management representatives, six residents 
Excused: Tom Irvine, Rob Larson, Martina 
Molins 
Presiding: President Marcel Molins 
 

REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
1) “Hallway kitchen doors” and “Plaza 

flooring” were added to items requiring 
Board action. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of Sept. 30) 

Operating and reserve cash 
 $3,036,765 
Investment in units 
 $1,876,936 (11 units) 
Excess of operating revenue over expenses 
 $287,715, year-to-date 

2) Delinquencies (as of Oct. 18) 
$397,308, including $291,714 from former 
residents 

3) Write-offs 
Board wrote off three accounts from former 
owners that were deemed uncollectible, 
totaling $30,201.17. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Building services – Carol Beatty 

New uniforms will be provided to door-
keepers. 

2) Communications, Dialogue & TV – 
Thomas Vaughan 
Unneeded wiring in west stairwell has been 
removed to make room for Comcast’s new 
cables. 

3) Community Forum – Sam Bullock 
Next forum will be held Dec. 4, with focus 
on new cable TV service, useful life of 
windows, balcony/facade project and 
garage project. 

4) Garage – Thomas Vaughan 
Garage was 61 cars below capacity as of 
Sept. 30. No one is on waiting list for single 
self-parking spaces. One damage claim was 
made in September; it was approved. 

5) Legal, Rules & Regulations – Arthur Arfa 
Committee met to discuss proposed 
changes to Rules and Regulations. Once 
management finishes updating the changes, 
they will be submitted to Board for 
discussion, prior to sending them to owners 
for their review and comments. 

6) Long-Range Planning – Carl Stahlheber 
Committee will meet to discuss several 
projects that have been deferred for several 
years. 

7) Public & Community Affairs – Sandy 
Chaet 
See separate report on page 8. 

8) Social – Sandy Chaet 
Walgreens administered flu shots to 64 
people, including 11 from Malibu. Oktober-
fest performance by Johnny Wagner was 
well attended. Book club meets at 1 p.m. 

Nov. 3 in Community Room. Holiday party 
will be held Wednesday, Dec. 18 in Lobby. A 
New Year’s Eve party is being planned. 

 

MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette Des-
champs 
Items requiring Board action 
1) 2020 Board meeting calendar 

Board approved dates for 2020 meetings, 
subject to change. 

2) Sliding door water testing 
In light of results from initial testing, Board 
approved testing of sliding glass doors in 
four additional units to determine the 
extent of water infiltration permitted by 
original door/windows. 

3) Ceiling demolition near office 
Directors approved removal of ceiling 
above ramp between Management Office 
and door to Plaza stairs to facilitate repair 
of ductwork. 

4) Holiday display requests 
Board approved four requests for holiday 
displays in Community Room. 

5) Fire safety repairs 
Directors authorized the replacement of 
hoses and standpipes in stairwells, as well 
as portions of sprinkler system, as required 
by city. 

6) Community Room reservation fee 
Board approved a $75 reservation fee for 
Community Room, with five-hour time limit, 
by residents whenever there is no Board-
sanctioned event scheduled or holiday 
display present. Damage deposit will be 
$200. 

7) 22.1 disclosure statement 
Approved. 

8) Hallway kitchen doors 
In response to request by unit owner to 
eliminate kitchen door that is now blocked 
as entrance to unit and thereby straighten 
out the wall in residential corridor, Board 
authorized this work to be done after 
consultation with hallway design consultant 
and under supervision of management, with 
cost of work being billed to unit owner. 

9) Plaza flooring 
Directors authorized the hiring of consult-
ant to prepare bidding documents for 
renovation of Malibu East Plaza, including 
new floor covering, painting, light fixtures 
and column treatments. 

Old/new business 
1) Mailing of 2020 draft budget 

Management will distribute draft budget to 
owners for review before directors vote on 
adoption at November meeting. 

2) Stairwell smoking 
Board adopted a $200 fine for residents 
smoking in unauthorized areas of building, 
including stairwells. 

3) 2019 reserve study 
Board expects to receive this study very 
soon. 

4) Garage usage 

Because of underutilization of garage, 
management proposed that some parking 
stalls be converted to leased storage 
lockers, subject to confirmation that garage 
will continue to have enough parking spots 
to accommodate all residents following any 
reconfiguration. 

5) Balcony/facade project 
Completion of A-tier east balconies is 
behind schedule. 

6) Stack effect projects 
Management has scheduled a meeting with 
consultant and contractor. 

7) Lobby, fourth floor, hallways master plan 
Postponed until next year. 

8) Boat dock, east stairwell, garage repairs 
Garage repairs should be finished this year; 
contractor will do sound testing of garage 
floors/ceilings. Delay in city permit for boat 
dock and east stairwell projects have 
postponed work until 2020. 

9) Urban design and landscaping beautifica-
tion 
Atrium painting and lighting have been 
postponed indefinitely. 

10)Rules revisions 
See committee reports above. 

11)Garage floor: vehicle fluid leaks 
Management is having difficulty identifying 
problem vehicles. 

12)Plaza outdoor signage 
Board approved a proposal for outdoor 
sign, as well as installation of concrete base 
and electrical work. 

13)Convenience store exhaust 
Installation of kitchen exhaust for Malibu 
Market will begin soon. 

14)Realtor lease/sale reports 
Not much activity with Association-owned 
units in light of citywide slowdown in real 
estate sales. 

15)Association-owned units 
Of 11 units owned by Association as of Sept. 
30, two were available for sale, eight were 
being rented and one was available for rent. 

 

Open session ended at 9:10 p.m. and went into 
closed session. Open meeting resumed at 
10:25 p.m. 
 

RATIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 
1) Board voted that it had no objection to 

resident displaying artwork in Windjammer 
Room as long as resident rents the room 
and abides by the applicable rules. 

2) Board approved an off-site owner’s request 
to park a car in garage. 

3) Board denied an owner’s request to be 
reimbursed for cost of property tax appeal 
fee after submitting the required docu-
ments to management after stated deadline. 

4) Board voted that, following completion of 
cleaning test, an owner will be billed for 
cleaning fee as submitted by RBS. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m. 

Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 
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SLIDING DOORS: The first water test 
was performed on two original sliding 
doors located in two different units. 
Given the results of the first water 
testing, which clearly demonstrated 
that water seeped through the frame of 
the sliding doors onto the exterior walls 
and onto the indoor floors, the Board 
approved to perform the water test on 
four additional original sliding doors 
scattered throughout the building. Note 
that these tests consist of pouring water 
into the bottom frame of the sliding 
doors for about 4-5 minutes. In these 
two tests, it was enough time and water 
to see water seeping onto the concrete 
slab inside the units. Real-life weather 
in Chicago is much more stringent as 
we experience, every year, nonstop 
rains and winds lasting for days. 

The Board will discuss further the 
facts and recommendations once all the 
tests are conducted and final testing 
reports submitted by KGH Architects. 
This topic will be the subject of Board 
communications to unit owners via 
different channels; the subject was 
added to the agenda of the Resident 
Forum organized by the Community 
Forum Committee, which is projected 
to take place on Dec. 4. 

CONVENIENCE STORE: The opera-
tors continue to serve daily fresh dishes 
cooked from scratch, breakfast, 
espresso coffee, and to offer a diversi-
fied selection of wines and beers, and 
even basic-care products. Do not 
hesitate to contact them to suggest any 
additional products of your preference. 

BALCONIES AND NOISE DISTURB-
ANCE: It came to our attention that 
personal property placed close to the 
balcony railings is often the cause of 
noise issues during storms and high 
winds. The tables and/or chairs and the 
like that are not properly secured or 
placed at a reasonable distance from 
the railings may hit the railings, 
resulting in noise that disturbs resi-
dents during the days and aggravates 
residents during the nights. 

COMCAST: The switchover from USA 
Wireless and HiPoint to Comcast will 
hopefully happen by the end of Novem-
ber. Comcast is in the process of wiring 
the cables and will contact residents to 
perform the final work related to the 

receptivity of the signals in each unit. 
We are stressing that you should 
respond without delay to any Comcast 
representatives if they attempt to 
contact you. Comcast is aware that 
some of our residents will be out of 
town during the time they will be 
attempting to contact them to request 
permission to access their units. 
Specific arrangements will be done 
tailored to each situation. Important 
note: The Board of Directors made a 
recent decision to decline having a 
building employee with the Comcast 
crew that will be performing work in 
vacant units or in units where the 
residents are absent. You must make 
arrangements with Comcast according 
to your availability or give them 
permission to enter if you cannot have 
anybody in your unit during your 
absence. For those of our residents who 
wish to have a building staff member 
accompany Comcast’s technician, the 
fee of $50/hour will be applied, with a 
minimum of $25 – the same fees as 
currently billed for a work order. 
However, it might be possible to 
schedule Comcast’s visit to take place 
when you return home. It is uncertain 
at this time whether an additional 
scheduling fee will be required by 
Comcast from the residents in need of a 
special arrangement to access their 
units outside the timetable originally 
planned by Comcast. 

Comcast is not planning at this time 
to conduct additional informational 
presentations, unless requested by 
residents. Management still does not 
have any contact information to give 
residents who want to contact Comcast 
directly with questions. 

The most recent documents from 
Comcast were distributed on Sept. 23 
and 26. A copy is in the Management 
Office. Any updated and solid infor-
mation will be promptly email blasted 
and posted in the building. If you see 
nothing on the bulletin boards, or in 
your email, or on your doors, it is 
because we have NO new information 
to share other than the information 
already disseminated. 

GARAGE REPAIR PROJECT: The 
garage repairs are progressing well and 
should be completed this year. Work on 

the boat dock and the new stairwell at 
the east end of the building are post-
poned to 2020 due to a permit delay. 

SELF-PARKER CREDIT: In reference 
to the garage work being done by 
Bulley & Andrews Concrete Restoration 
in the section where you used to self-
park, please note that a credit for the 
difference between the self-parking and 
valet parking fees will be computed 
once the repair work is 100% complet-
ed in or about the section of the garage 
you usually park in. The difference 
between self-park and valet parking is 
$25 per month; the credit will be 
prorated on a daily basis once the 
garage project on your floor is 100% 
completed. 

FAÇADE AND BALCONY PROJECT: 
Given the improved weather of August, 
September and the beginning of 
October, Reliable Building Systems 
continues to gain ground on its delayed 
work schedule from early summer, 
except for the A-tier balconies experi-
encing some delay in the application 
and curing of the balcony membrane. 
RBS has started to strip the old mem-
brane from the balconies of the C, E and 
G tiers. They will perform the stripping 
work as long as RBS’s workers can 
withstand the weather. Note that the 
stripping of the old membrane is not 
sensitive to weather; the men doing the 
job are. The building staff will help 
residents to get the heavy stuff from 
their balconies to the inside of their 
unit and, later on, to bring it back to the 
balconies once the stripping is complet-
ed. The advantage of accelerating the 
membrane stripping of the south 
balconies is to extend the duration of 
the pool season next year. 

Note that RBS regularly performs 
pressure washing of exterior surfaces in 
preparation for other work, and 
membrane stripping; the work per-
formed by RBS inevitably causes water 
and/or dust to be airborne and to settle 
on other surfaces. Please be aware that 
the Board has no provision in its budget 
to have the sliding doors washed during 
the course of the project nor at the end 
of the project. It is kindly expected that 
each owner will handle the cleaning of 
their sliding doors. 

2020 PROPOSED BUDGET: (Please 
note the corrected information as 
compared to my October article.) 
Management mailed on Oct. 25 a copy 
of the 2020 PROPOSED budget. Please 

(Continued on page 5) 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
BROADWAY ARMORY 

Indoor park, six gym floors, trapeze 
classes, senior activities, athletic 
equipment, meeting room, computer 
center, dancing floor, shuffleboard, 
weights, arts and crafts, aerobics, ping 
pong, after-school activities and more. 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, Nov. 19, 6:30 p.m. 
Engine 70 fire house 
6060 N. Clark (use north entrance)  
(3rd Tuesday of each month) 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: noon-8 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed on Sundays) 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Current exhibits: “The Chicago Conspira-
cy Trial: One Juror’s Ordeal” and 
“Edgewater Beach Hotel: 100 Years 
Later” 
Regular museum hours: 
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR CENTER 
Organized activities for seniors, Monday 
through Friday, throughout the year. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

E-WASTE RECYCLING 
Streets and Sanitation Dept. is partnering 
with Dept. of Health to collect electronic 
waste for recycling. Items accepted 
include computers, monitors, TVs, 
printers, keyboards, mice, VCRs, DVD 
players, video game consoles, MP3 
players, iPods. 
Streets and Sanitation Div. 1 yard 
6441 N. Ravenswood 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Nov. 6, Dec. 4 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Adult day wellness programs for persons 
60 and over. Gentle yoga, tai chi, music, 
exercise, lunch and snacks. 
Transportation provided within 
boundary area. 
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
WhiteCraneWellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

GALLERY OF CONTEMPORARY MOSAICS 

“Incandescenze” 
Exhibit of artworks in mosaic, drawing 
and sculpture by Verdiano Marzi.  
Thru Nov. 9 
1127 W. Granville 
gallerygocm.com 

ILLINOIS REVISITED ART SHOW 
Exhibit of art for sale. 
Thru Dec. 1 
Berger Park north mansion 
6219 N. Sheridan 

LIFELINE THEATRE 
“Whose Body?” by Dorothy L. Sayers 
When a dead body turns up in a bathtub 
wearing nothing but a pair of pince-nez, 
amateur detective Lord Peter Wimsey 
assigns himself to the case. A 1923 
mystery. 
Thru Nov. 10 
6912 N. Glenwood 
773-761-4477 
lifelinetheatre.com 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
Instrumental Showcase 
Featuring Percussion Ensemble, 
Symphony Orchestra and Wind Ensem-
ble. 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 8 
Mundelein Auditorium 
Fall Honors Recital 
Top instrumentalists and vocalists will 
perform solo and chamber ensemble 
works. 
7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 15 
Skowronski Music Hall 
“Alone in This City We’ve Become,” 
devised by Grey Smith 
Overlapping performance of short stories 
and essays that explore the themes of 
obsession, isolation and conformity in 
both fiction and biographical pieces. 
4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 16 
Underground Theatre  
All Loyola events above will be held at 
Mundelein Center for the Fine and 
Performing Arts, 1020 W. Sheridan 
artsevents.luc.edu/events 

RALPH ARNOLD GALLERY 
“Alumni Show” 
Thru Dec. 6 
1131 W. Sheridan 
773-508-7510 
luc.edu/ralpharnoldgallery 

RAVEN THEATRE 
“Sundown, Yellow Moon” by Rachel 
Bonds 
In the misty heat of a small Southern 
town, two sisters have come home to 
handle a crisis. But deep, honest 
communication doesn’t come easy with 
their newly divorced father, who’s been 
suspended from his job. Seemingly stuck 
between the future and the past, this 
family of musicians sings what they can’t 
bring themselves to say. 
Thru Nov. 17 
“Hoodoo Love” by Katori Hall 
A young woman named Toulou arrives in 
Depression-era Memphis with dreams of 
becoming a blues singer. When she falls 
in love with a rambling musician named 
Ace of Spades, Toulou lays a hex on him 
with the help of a Hoodoo practitioner, 
setting in motion a devastating chain of 
events.  

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

Oct. 31 thru Dec. 15 
6157 N. Clark 
773-338-2177 
raventheatre.com 

REDTWIST THEATRE 
“Keely & Du” by Jane Martin 
In this Pulitzer Prize finalist, Du, a right-
to-life activist, and Keely, a pregnant rape 
victim Du is confining, transcend their 
circumstances and the ideological issues 
that separate them. This is a mind-
probing issue play with a gripping human 
face. Who is accountable? What is the 
extent of individual freedom?  
Thru Nov. 10 
1044 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-728-7529 
redtwist.org 

RIVENDELL THEATRE 
“Laura and the Sea” by Kate Tarker 
It’s company outing day, and Laura, one 
of the top travel agents of her generation, 
is having the best/worst day of her life. 
So much so that she decides to end it all. 
Afterward, her colleagues try to piece 
things together on a memorial blog. But 
how do you mourn someone you didn’t 
know that well? A comedy about 
depression, or a treatise on travel agents 
who don’t travel.  
Thru Dec. 8 
5779 N. Ridge 
773-334-7728 
rivendelltheatre.org 

STEEP THEATRE 
“Mosquitoes” by Lucy Kirkwood 
Inside the Large Hadron Collider, two 
high-energy particle beams travel at 
close to the speed of light before being 
forced to collide. Outside, two sisters run 
on an ideological collision course that 
threatens to upend the fragile gravity 
holding their family together.  
Thru Nov. 16 
1115 W. Berwyn 
773-649-3186 
steeptheatre.com 

THREE CAT PRODUCTIONS 
“Perjured Love” by David Finney 
Love is a tangled mess, or so wrote 
Shakespeare in his play “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.” In “Perjured Love,” four 
actors rehearsing that play, Hellen, Dan, 
Hermine and Larry, discover the bard 
knew what he was writing about. Hellen 
loves Dan, Dan loves Hermine, Hermine 
loves Larry and Larry has the hots for 
her. As the four try to figure out whom 
they really love, they discover Cupid’s 
arrows can really sting. 
Thru Nov. 9 
“White House!” by Timothy Rey 
Two interlopers wait in the hallway of 
the White House, but their unannounced 
arrival brings into question what it 
means to be American, the idea of truth, 
and if “this house” should even stand! A 
staged reading. Free. 
7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 18 
Berger Park 
6205 N. Sheridan 
threecatproductions.com 
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How to keep your unit 
warm in winter 
By Neil Warner 

For those who have resisted the 
temptation to replace the windows in 
your condo, you may want to prepare 
for the inevitability of a Chicago winter 
on the lakefront – those cold winds 
blowing off the lake. Equally inevitable 
is the spike in electric bills that we are 
bound to see. 

Much of the cold infiltrates our unit 
through the crevices around the sliding 
glass door, especially where it meets 
the stationary floor-to-ceiling window. 
Those who still have the original 
windows in their units may also have 
the original weather stripping, which is 
certain to have deteriorated considera-
bly. Even those of us who have had 
their windows weather-stripped again 
during the interim aren’t immune to 
drafts coming into our units. 

These drafts make us feel uncomfort-
able all winter long – and even more 
uncomfortable when we see our 
electric bill. 

Two solutions that don’t require any 
effort from you – only money – are as 
follows: 
• Replace your windows with new 

ones. 
• Have a professional replace the 

weather stripping around your 
windows. 

Obviously, the first solution is the 
most expensive, roughly $17,000 for 
the three window openings in a typical 
two-bedroom unit (you can opt to 
replace only one or two sets). Yet, it is 
the solution that will last the longest. 
Since the windows are limited common 
elements, replacing them is the owner’s 
decision. Keep in mind, though, the 
replacement windows must meet the 
Association’s standards – that is, they 
must have natural anodized aluminum 
frames with clear glass, they must not 
change the appearance of the building 
from the outside, and they must comply 
with the city’s building codes and 
ordinances. 

Softer Lite Window Co. has installed 
one of its sliding glass door/window 
units in the Windjammer Room, on the 
northeast side just east of the carpeted 
area, for owners to view. A window unit 
installed by a second vendor in the 
room is no longer approved because the 
manufacturer changed the specifica-
tions. You can choose a different 

window vendor, but the Board discov-
ered that very few companies are 
willing to install windows in a high-rise 
without having a bulk contract with the 
Association. 

Hiring a professional to replace the 
weather stripping is a much less 
expensive option than buying new 
windows, and it should make a marked 
difference for a few years, at least. 
Check with the Management Office for 
the names of companies that have done 
this type of work at Malibu East. The 
cost is likely to be $400-$500 for new 
weatherstripping; new rollers and/or a 
new screen will add to that cost. 

I’ve tried several different methods 
of winterizing my unit during the 42 
years I have lived at Malibu East, some 
more successful than others. 

Here are some products that will 
help to keep out the cold: 
• Duct tape. 
• Weather-seal tape. 
• Easily removable caulk. 
• Mortite Caulking Cord. 
• Rubber self-stick tape. 

To avoid the problem of the residue 
that duct tape leaves behind, Do It Best 
Corp. and Frost King both make a clear 
plastic indoor/outdoor weather-seal 
tape that can be applied in tempera-
tures as low as minus-10 degrees. This 
is the product I have used recently, 
because it is easy to apply and remove, 
and doesn’t leave a residue. I use it 
indoors and outdoors. It usually comes 
in two-inch-wide rolls, at lengths up to 
100 feet. 

One product that I used for several 
years and found to be effective is Seal ’n 
Peel Removable Weatherstrip Caulk. 
This is a clear caulk that is manufac-
tured by DAP, and you can buy a tube 
for approximately $10. (Make sure the 
tube says “Seal ’n Peel”; otherwise, you 
will have a difficult time removing 
regular caulk when spring arrives.) If 
you apply it inside 
your unit, be sure to 
ventilate that room 
during application 
and drying because 
the caulk emits 
chemical fumes that 
could prove hazard-
ous to your health. 

One negative to 
the Seal ’n Peel caulk 
is that, after applying 
it for several years, I 
found it increasingly 
difficult to remove, 

likely because of residue that remained 
from previous applications. 

For detailed instructions on how to 
use this product, as well as the other 
products mentioned above, read the 
article “Do you need to winterize your 
unit?” on page 5 of the November 2016 
issue of the Dialogue, found online at 
www.malibueast.org/winterize. 

You may want to leave one window 
unsealed so that you have easy access 
to your balcony. 

Whichever option you choose, you 
will feel more comfortable this winter, 
especially after looking at your electric 
bill. 

do not confuse the Board’s approval of 
the mailing with the approval of the 
final 2020 budget. The proposed budget 
that you recently received either 
electronically or via mail will be on the 
agenda of the November Board meeting 
for discussion with unit owners, and 
then subsequently for discussion by the 
Board with a view to its approval. Note 
that the November Board meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, Nov. 26. Owners 
who have questions or comments on 
the budget should email them to 
mecamgr@sudlerchicago.com. 

Management report 
(Continued from page 3) 

2019-20 Board of Directors 
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Restaurant review 

Upscale Turkish 
dining at Oda 
By Beth Robinson 

Fans of the now-defunct 
Turkish Cuisine and Bakery 
will be happy to hear that 
the owners have a new restaurant 
named Oda Mediterranean Cuisine in 
Andersonville. Oda’s menu has dishes 
from Turkey, Georgia and other coun-
tries in the region. Marina Cardak and 
her daughter, Tamta Meladze, opened 
their new venture just one block from 
their old location on Clark Street in the 
space that previously housed Leonardo’s 
Italian-American Ristorante. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The interior of the restaurant is 

warmly decorated with soft lighting and 
dark wood paneling accented with red 
booths and chandeliers. The main dining 
area is in a space separated from the bar. 
The menu includes Middle Eastern 

standards such as kebabs and hummus 
and a variety of less common dishes 
such as tiger shrimp in phyllo crust. 
There are vegetarian, vegan and gluten-
free options. 

The Dialogue Diners started with an 
appetizer sampler that included 
hummus, baba ghanoush, atom (yogurt 
with roasted red peppers and dried 
chili), ezme (finely chopped hot peppers, 
tomatoes, onion, garlic and walnuts), 
dolma, and mini eggplant roulades. It 
came with homemade bread that several 
diners thought was addictive. Helen 
filled up on bread and had little room 
left for the rest of the meal. For Ron, the 
appetizer platter – in particular, the 
creamy garlic- and lemon-flavored baba 
ghanoush dip on bread – outshined the 
rest of the meal. We tried the Oda salad, 
a delicious mix of greens, apples, dried 
apricots, pickled beets, goat cheese, 
toasted pecans and dried barberries. 
Anita ordered red lentil soup and found 
it unremarkable. The three entrees 
selected were well-prepared. Debbie 
loved the charred baby octopus ar-
ranged around a small tower of roasted 
basil potatoes. The mushroom stroga-
noff, made with a family recipe accord-
ing to our server, was Neil’s favorite. 
And finally, the cheesy vegetarian 
moussaka with eggplant, asparagus, 

 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Lease pending for 39D 
Contract pending on 32D 
Units for sale: 36E, 21C, 7E 
Unit for rent: 36E 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

• Comprehensive examination to identify cause of your symptoms 

• 1:1 Treatment by a highly skilled manual physical therapist 

• Resumption of your Active and Healthy Lifestyle 

• Conveniently located in your neighborhood 

Come experience the “Exemplar Difference” 
1830 W. Foster, Suite CW; Chicago, Illinois 60640 

P: (773) 516-4146 F: (773) 961-7922 

www.ExemplarPhysicalTherapyChicago.com 

Info@ExemplarPhysicalTherapyChicago.com 

 

spinach, mushrooms and zucchini was 
tasty. 

Dessert offerings included the 
traditional baklava, but we ordered 
more exotic options: limoncello mascar-
pone, kazandibi (thin strips of cinnamon 
flavored caramelized pudding) and 
kunefe (a sweet cheese pastry made 
with shredded phyllo). 

Several diners had wine that can be 
ordered in three-ounce pours to allow 
for sampling. They tried two Georgian 
wines, the Khikhvi amber wine and the 
Aladasturi dry red wine and learned that 
they were made in a qvevri, a clay vessel 
buried underground rather than in a 
barrel. 

Prices are on the high side of moder-
ate, with most entrees falling in the $16-
$25 range. Service is friendly but 
relaxed. 

Oda offers a leisurely and comfortable 
dining experience with a selection of 
different flavors to accommodate a 
range of tastes and preferences. 

 
Oda Mediterranean Cuisine 
5657 N. Clark St. 
773-878-8930 
www.odachicago.com 
Hours: 5-10 p.m. Tue.-Thu.; 
5-11 p.m. Fri.; 10 a.m.-11 p.m. Sat.; 
10 a.m.-10 p.m. Sun. 
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Music using Austrian cowbells. Wagner 
also brought along a Swiss alphorn, a 15
-foot-long horn that he played during 
one number. 

Wagner explained that Alpine 
yodeling originated as a means of 
communication between Alpine villages, 
and he demonstrated the skill in several 
of the songs he performed. 

Attendees were 
treated to an 
array of food 
and drink. Edel-
weiss, a res-
taurant in sub-
urban Norridge 
where Wagner 
performs regu-
larly, provided 

the bratwurst, sauerkraut and German 
potato salad. Pretzels with mustard, and 
desserts such as German chocolate cake, 
white cake, apple strudel, eclairs, 
cookies and fruit rounded out the 
offerings, several of which were 
donated by residents. 

Kudos to the Social Committee for 
planning (shopping and staffing, too) 
another entertaining event, which 
provided an opportunity for old and 
new residents to socialize. The commit-
tee expressed its thanks to those 
residents who support its events. 

Wagner brings polka 
music to residents 
By Neil Warner 

With the fall temperatures having 
plunged the previous day, 45 to 50 
Malibu East residents congregated in 
the Windjammer Room on Oct. 12 for an 
Oktoberfest party featuring the multi-
talented Johnny Wagner. Performing 
various types of polka music, and even 
some swing, Wagner entertained the 
crowd with his singing, yodeling and 
playing of various instruments, includ-
ing the saxophone and accordion, as 
well as a sprinkling of humor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wagner got the audience participat-

ing with his renditions of “Beer Barrel 
Polka” and “In Heaven There Is No 
Beer,” and he showed his versatility in 
playing “Edelweiss” from The Sound of 

ing. “People got accustomed to going 
elsewhere. It just means we have to 
make customers happy and hope the 
word gets around.” 

Longtime resident and former Board 
member Neil Warner, editor of the 
Dialogue, summed up his impressions 
this way, “Malibu Market has created an 
inviting space with an expanded 
selection of wines and frozen foods for 
a last-minute meal. Other than the most 
specialized items, you can find almost 
anything at this store, including a wide 
array of ethnic foods. Most impressive, 
though, is their deli, with freshly made 
salads and prepared entrees. Their 
lamb shank with dill rice is a treat that 
you’ll rarely find at a convenience store, 
and the veggie samosas and the 
spaghetti with meatballs are other good 
options. Although it took awhile for 
Malibu Market to put all of the pieces in 
place, the finished product has made it 
all worthwhile. I hope that our resi-
dents and the neighborhood support it.” 

Malibu Market 
(Continued from page 1) 

Send budget questions 
to property manager 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2019 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 

6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 

Marcel Molins, Board President 
Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 
Melody Keegan, Asst. Property Manager 

Tom Vaughan, Chairman of the 
Communications Committee 

Larry Rosen, Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 

 Committee 

Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 
Neil Warner, Editor 

Tracy Poyser, Photo Editor 
Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor 
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Ron Cohn 

Dianne Fishering 
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Katie Heffernan 
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Ethel Mullin 
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Beth Robinson 
Nancy Stoesser 

Lori Ziesmer 

Community affairs 
By Sandy Chaet 

This committee report was presented 
at the Oct. 22 Board meeting. 

Ald. Harry Osterman said Sheridan 
Road will be resurfaced next summer; 
it’s usually done every five years. 
Before next summer, either asphalt or 
cold-patch repairs will be used for 
potholes. 

Lake Shore Drive northern terminus 
traffic meetings were scheduled for 
Oct. 30 and Nov. 2. Chicago Department 
of Transportation officials will discuss 
four different plans for the intersec-
tions of Bryn Mawr-Sheridan, Bryn 
Mawr-Broadway, Hollywood-Broadway 
and Hollywood-Sheridan, and possibly 
ideas for the Devon-Sheridan-
Broadway corridor. 

CTA meetings to discuss the renova-
tion of Red Line stations and the laying 
of new track will be held Nov. 19 and 
21. The project begins in 2020 and goes 
until 2024. 

A meeting at Loyola on Oct. 21 
concerning high lake levels drew 200 
people. Revetments (boulders) that 
were placed along the shoreline in 
strategic spots in Edgewater can no 
longer be used because the easement 
has expired as provided for in a 1987 
study. There seems to be no consensus 
on who is responsible for paying for 
preventive measures to remedy threat 
of flooding. To prevent Sheridan Road 
from flooding as it did in 1987, the city 
has installed Jersey barriers as a short-
term solution. In addition, the city may 
provide sandbags, and it will use water 
pumps provided by the Department of 
Homeland Security to get rid of water in 
flooded areas, if necessary. First 
responders will be dispatched as 
needed. The city will repair any public 
land or infrastructure, such as Lake 
Shore Drive and lakefront bike paths, 
that is damaged by flooding, but not 
private property. 

Long term, government agencies are 
considering whether to create a buffer 
zone between the lake and shoreline 
buildings, such as a marina, park or 
extension of Lake Shore Drive. It would 
take years to complete such a study, 
then additional years to secure the 
funding, and many more years to 
actually build the buffer zone. 

slated for 2025. 
The presence of foot patrolmen on 

Thorndale and Bryn Mawr has made 
those streets safer, Osterman said, and 
the Argyle Night Market is an effort to 
bring more people to Argyle businesses 
and thus improve public safety. 

The alderman said that nearly all 
schools in the ward are graded Level 1 
or 1+, the highest ratings. 

Osterman favors putting more 
cutouts on Sheridan Road to reduce the 
instances of vehicles stopping and 
parking for short periods, including 
deliveries, which often cause traffic 
congestion. He opposes the introduc-
tion of electric scooters in the ward 
following the city’s pilot program. 

Regarding several vacancies in Bryn 
Mawr storefronts, Osterman said it was 
a temporary phenomenon related to the 
pending renovation of the Bryn Mawr 
CTA station. 

When asked how the city can meet 
the high budget demands forecast for 
the next few years, the alderman said 
he will be focused on finding new 
revenue streams. He expects new 
revenue from a Chicago casino and the 
legalization of cannabis and hopes the 
city can attract new residents who’ll 
join the taxpayer rolls. He opposes 
additional property tax increases, he 
said. 

Alderman updates 
ward residents 
By Neil Warner 

In one of a series of town halls, Ald. 
Harry Osterman discussed a wide range 
of topics affecting the 48th Ward in 
front of a group of Edgewater residents 
at Emanuel Congregation on Oct. 16. 

Beginning with the high level of Lake 
Michigan and the dangers it poses for 
residents, Osterman said the city has 
placed Jersey barriers at several 
locations along the lake, including at 
Thorndale and Granville, and it has 
emergency procedures in place in case 
flooding hits Edgewater this winter. 

The City Council has passed a new 
ordinance intending to make condo 
deconversions more difficult, with 85%, 
rather than the previous 75%, of 
owners being required to approve the 
bulk sale of a condo building to another 
entity. 

The first phase of the CTA Red Purple 
Modernization Program will completely 
rebuild the Bryn Mawr, Berwyn, Argyle 
and Lawrence stations and all of the 
tracks and support structures within a 
mile of the stations, each of which will 
be ADA-accessible. Station closures are 
expected to begin within the next two 
years, and completion of this project is 

Self-parkers: Always close 
garage doors behind you 


