
February 2021 Your Communication and Information Resource 

By Ron Cohn 
On a fall afternoon in 

1990, Helen Wagner, a 
sales manager for J.S. James 
& Company – a large, old-
line North Side and 
suburban real estate development 
company – was sitting in her small 
Sheridan Road office when the tele-
phone rang. 

Helen had just sold out Tangley Oaks 
in Lake Bluff, a luxury townhome 
development by J.S. James, scant steps 
ahead of the looming recession, and had 
been pondering her next step. The 
company wanted her to take over sales 
in their newest venture, a community in 
the south suburbs, but it was over an 
hour’s drive from her Glenview home 
and promised to be a tough sell. 

The caller interrupting her delibera-
tion that afternoon offered an intriguing 
alternative. It was Herb Rosenthal of 
Dunbar Builders, the man who built 
Malibu East nearly 20 years earlier. The 
high-profile developer had an offer 
Helen couldn’t refuse. He wanted her to 
take over management of the Captain’s 
Walk shopping mall, which he still 
owned. His proposition included very 
low rent on a large office in the mall 
between Malibu and Malibu East. That 
would afford Helen the opportunity to 
open her own real estate brokerage, 
which had been a long-term goal of hers 
and which had Rosenthal’s endorse-

ment. She says she saw it as the ultimate 
step in what had been, to that point, a 
successful and rewarding career. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helen, born on Chicago’s Near West 

Side, grew up around Winchester and 
Jackson, attending Farragut High School. 
She later moved to 19th and Western, 
then north to Foster and Damen as a 
young married, and finally to Glenview, 
where she raised her one son, Rick. He 
is a psychiatrist, living in Gurnee, and is 
father to Helen’s two granddaughters 
and two step-granddaughters, all of 
whom are college grads enjoying the 
single life in the city. “Loving it and 
wouldn’t think of living anywhere else,” 
Helen said. 

Residential real estate has been 
Helen’s life work, in which she emerged 
early as a star condominium salesper-
son during the boom years that gave 
birth to Malibu East. Although she never 
worked in the Dunbar sales office for 
this building in the early ’70s, she knew 
all the players through her position on 
the Sales and Marketing Council of the 
Home Builders Association of Greater 
Chicago – connections that became 
valuable as her career progressed. 

A condo sales star 

It was at Winston Towers, the large 
multi-building community in West 
Rogers Park, that Helen first distin-
guished herself in condo sales, gaining 
national recognition in 1970. The 
Builders Briefs column in the Chicago 
Tribune on March 7 of that year 
reported, “Helen Wagner … was recog-
nized as the top saleswoman of the year 
at the National Association of Home-
builders annual convention held 

Thirty years walkin’ the Walk 
Helen Wagner opened her Captain’s Walk real estate office in 1990, still a mall fixture today 

recently in Dallas.” 
Her six years with the development 

company Winston-Muss culminated 
with her being offered the position of 
sales manager at the new Winston 
Towers near Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
The timing was right, so she moved to 
Florida and spent two years there, a 
time she remembers fondly. 

“Winston did things right, with 
advertising and public relations, and 
made a big deal of the project and all of 
us – got us a lot of attention. I had a 
wonderful experience with them.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helen found herself in demand when 

she came back to Chicago. “Hy Pawlow, 
the sales manager at Malibu East, had 
wanted me to come here, and Bill 
Kaplan, the previous sales manager, had 
wanted me for a project he was doing in 
Kansas,” she said. Instead, she landed at 
United Development, a large firm 
building numerous suburban communi-
ties. She spent five years with them, 
mostly at The Park of River Oaks, a 
multi-tower south suburban version of 
Winston Towers, then went back north 
to Triumvera, the condo high-rise in 
Glenview. It was from there that she 
was finally lured away by Hy Pawlow. 

“When Hy started his own company, I 
decided to go with him. It was the start 

(Continued on page 6) 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 23 
7:00 p.m. - via Zoom conference 

Book club 
Sunday, Feb. 28 
1:00 p.m. - Community Room 
(face covering required) 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. For more 
events: malibueast.org/calendar 

 

This 1973 photo shows Helen with other 
officers of the Chicago Home Builders 

Sales and Marketing Council.  

Our condolences to the 
family and friends of 

Yung Ja Choi 
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Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 

Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021 
This Board meeting was held virtually via 
Zoom video conferencing for directors and 
via telephone conferencing for owners. 
Attendance: Eleven Board members, one 
management representative, 12 residents 
Excused: Vicki Blair 
Presiding: Secretary Carl Chadek 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
1) “Uniforms” was added to old/new 

business.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of Dec. 31)  

Operating and reserve cash 
 $291,443 
Investment in units 
 $1,468,189 (nine units) 
Excess of operating revenue over 
expenses 
 $455,049 

2) Delinquencies (as of Jan. 25) 
$369,515, including $233,570 from 
former residents 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) No committee reports were given. 
 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items requiring Board action 
1) Line of credit 

Board voted to activate a $2 million line 
of credit at one of its banks. 

2) 9C sale 
Board affirmed that it would not exercise 
its right of first refusal on the sale of 9C 
(sales price wasn’t disclosed). 

3) Directors and officers insurance 
Board approved the renewal of its D & O 
insurance at an annual cost similar to the 
previous year. 

4) Triennial property reassessment 
Directors rehired the legal firm that has 
analyzed property valuation assessments 
for individual units and the Plaza in 
recent years, filing appeals when 
appropriate. 

5) Request to combine units 14A and 14B 
Board granted the owner of these two 
units permission to combine them into 
one, subject to signing a license agree-
ment. 

6) 22.1 disclosure statement 
Board empowered the treasurer and 
property manager to update the form. 

Old/new business  
1) Bulk electricity proposals 

Board authorized the executive officers 
to negotiate with the current vendor a 
new contract for the supply of electricity 
for a term of up to three years. 

2) Laundry Room RFP 
With the current contract with Family 
Pride expiring in October, the Board will 
begin to explore its options. 

3) Dog coverage insurance 
New policy requiring pet liability 
insurance for dog owners will deny them 
fob access to dog runs if they don’t 
register or reregister their dogs with 
management. 

4) COVID-19 pandemic protocol 
Discussed during open forum. 

5) Elevator maintenance 
Newly hired elevator maintenance 
company will have to do major work in 
two elevators, requiring each to be taken 
out of service for about one week. 
Residents will be notified in advance of 
the work. 

6) Urban design & landscaping 
Board suspended the preliminary work 
on the two planned airlocks in the lobby 
until it can determine that they will 
provide the most practical solution. 

7) Alarm for mechanical systems 
Nothing new. 

8) Balcony maintenance recommenda-
tions 
Committee recommends that only 
outdoor carpeting be permitted on 
balconies, and it must be removed during 
winter months. The recommendations 
will be voted on at the February meeting. 

9) Carpet and door shields for construc-
tion 
A formal policy recommendation will be 
made at the February meeting. 

10)Reserve study 
Nothing new.  

11)Plaza renovation 
The damaged terrazo on the steps near 
the main entrance of the Plaza was 
repaired, and the remainder of the new 
carpeting was installed, finishing this 
phase of the project. 

12)Plaza rentals 
Nothing new. 

13)Association-owned units 
The Association owns nine units, eight of 
which are being rented. With one lease 
about to end, resulting in two vacant 
units, the Units Committee will assess the 
two units and recommend whether they 
should be leased again, or renovated and 
listed for sale. 
 

14)Manager spending limit, procurement 
protocol 
Directors continue to refine the proposed 
protocol. 

15)Uniforms 
Management will try to expedite the 
production of new uniforms for the 
doormen after experiencing delays 
caused by the pandemic and other 
factors. 

 
The open session ended at 9:03 p.m. and 
went into closed session. Open session 
resumed at 10:26 p.m. 
 
RATIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION ITEM 
1) Board voted to begin billing a Plaza 

tenant for internet service beginning 
Feb. 1, 2021, with no retroactive billing. 

Free COVID tests 

Free COVID tests will be available 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 6 
in the Ismaili Jamatkhana parking lot, 
6259 N. Broadway (at Rosemont). 

The tests will be given to anyone age 
five or older, regardless of health 
insurance or immigration status. 

Sponsored by 48th Ward Alderman 
Harry Osterman and facilitated by Near 
North Health Service Corp. and Ismaili 
Jamatkhana, the testing clinic will be for 
drive-ups and walk-ups. You can 
preregister at 48thward.org/coronavirus, 
but preregistration isn’t required. Walk
-ups will be accommodated while 
supplies last. 

Do you need to get tested? 
According to the Illinois Department 

of Public Health, “People who have 
symptoms of COVID-19; people who 
have had close contact (within six feet 
of an infected person for a total of 15 
minutes or more) with someone with 
confirmed COVID-19; and people who 
have been asked or referred to get 
testing by their health care provider, or 
by IDPH or your local health depart-
ment. Not everyone needs to be tested.” 

For more information, contact Ginger 
Williams at 773-784-5277 or 
ginger@48thward.org. 
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POT AND CIGARETTE SMOKE 
NUISANCE: We have an increase of 
smoke complaints with respect to smoke 
transfer, mainly pot, from one unit into 
the hallway and other neighboring units. 
This issue generally occurs when sliding 
doors are opened in the unit where the 
activity is performed, in combination 
with openings, gaps and cracks in walls 
separating units and hallway walls. 

For those of you who experience 
undesired smoke transfer in your unit, 
please report the issue to management 
in writing, with dates, times and 
frequencies (mecamgr@sudlerchicago.com). 
For those of you who smoke in your 
units, please take the necessary precau-
tions to contain the smoke within your 
unit to avoid causing a nuisance to your 
neighbors and, as a result, facing 
charges, penalties and fines that may be 
imposed by the Board of Directors. We 
are referring mainly to pot and cigarette 
smoke in this article. However, please 
note that a nuisance can result from the 
transfer of many other pollutants such 
as perfume, aerosol, solvent fumes, 
cooking fumes, music instrumental 
practice, recording sounds, etc. 

Smoke nuisance is a reality that too 
often deteriorates the enjoyment of 
many in our community. Several smoke 
nuisance cases were brought to the 
attention of the Board for discussion 
that resulted in billable consultation 
fees, fines and penalties. 

For those of our owners who didn’t 
complete the Smoke Survey, please 
email us the completed survey as soon 
as possible. You may contact manage-
ment to get a copy of the Smoke Survey 
via email. Please note that this survey 
has been prepared by the Board in 
preparation for important discussions 
about smoke nuisance with respect to 
the Declaration and the Rules and 
Regulations. 

CORONAVIRUS: At the time I am 
writing this article, Malibu East Condo-
minium has been notified of two COVID-
19 cases in January 2021. 

The Board of Directors is insisting 
on wearing masks in the workout 
rooms, elevators and other common 
areas. The Board of Directors reiter-
ated its decision at its January Board 
meeting to permanently eliminate the 

fumigation/sanitation of the Laundry 
Room, mailroom, cart room and 
employees’ rooms as previously 
performed by Belfor in 2020. Sanita-
tion work will continue to be done 
along with the regular janitorial work 
using sanitation supplies. 

Please remain vigilant about your 
personal protection despite the 
fatigue resulting from the pandemic, 
considering that a more infectious 
variant is now in the country. Corona-
virus infects people primarily via 
infected cells projected in the air 
(aerosol) while infected people are 
breathing, talking, yelling, singing, 
whistling, smoking, etc., in your 
entourage. 

BALCONIES: The Board has discussed 
a protocol with respect to the usage and 
maintenance of the balconies. Pending 
Board approval prior to distribution to 
the residents. 

Management has been made aware of 
several balcony violations: dropped 
cigarette butts landing on balcony 
floors; hung flags or other devices; 
suspended chimes causing disturbing 
noise; wastewater trickling on furniture; 
etc. Please be courteous and respectful 
of the Rules and Regulations: 
1. Absolutely nothing shall be thrown or 

dropped, and nothing shall be shaken, 
from balconies. All items likely to blow 
off or rattle during heavy winds must 
be fastened down. 

2. Nothing shall be hung from balconies, 
except those things authorized by 
MECA. 

3. No modifications, including but not 
limited to painting or installation of 
floor covering, including but not 
limited to AstroTurf or tile of any type, 
shall be made to any balcony. 

4. Wastewater may not be allowed to 
flow over the edge of the balcony. 

5. Barbecuing is permitted only with a 
fully covered charcoal or electric grill, 
which may only be ignited with an 
electric starter. As provided by the City 
Ordinance, no propane or other bottled 
gas of any kind can be used as fuel. No 
chimineas or other similar conduits 
may be used on the balconies either. 

6. The balcony shall not be used for 
storage purposes. 

7. Unit owners are responsible for 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

maintaining in good working condition 
the water heaters, air conditioner and 
all fixtures, pipes, conduits, ducts, 
windows walls, ceilings, doors, plaster, 
improvements and betterments, which 
service their unit exclusively. 
URBAN DESIGN AND LANDSCAP-

ING: Helios Construction has initiated 
the preparation of shop drawings and 
permit applications related to the work 
of Phase 2. Helios is planning to start the 
electrical work in the atrium in early 
March, weather permitting. To do so, 
Helios will block the driveways in and 
out of the atrium, alternatively, in order 
to access the ceiling to rewire the 
lighting. Helios will later proceed with 
the demolition and reconstruction work 
of the concrete areas and pavers. 
Removal of the pavers and demolition of 
the concrete curbs and aprons will start 
at the end of March. The demolition and 
reconstruction work will be done in 
phases to allow access into and out of 
the garage. 

The original demolition work has 
been expanded with a deep excavation 
of the west 15-minute parking area after 
an underground pipe was found cracked 
and open under the concrete. This pipe 
has to be replaced to allow the connec-
tion of the fire department’s trucks to 
the Siamese couplings facing Glenlake. 
These connections are essential to 
pressurize water up into the standpipes 
located in the stairwells, garage, etc., in 
case of a fire. 

Please be prepared for robust 
construction work in the atrium, which 
is expected to be completed by the end 
of May 2021. 

BIKE AUDIT: Over 130 bikes current-
ly stored in the Bicycle Room are NOT 
yet equipped with the 2021 large blue 
decal. It is imperative that bike owners 
register their bikes and apply the 2021 
blue decal on their bikes by 2/11/2021 
to prevent their bikes from being taken 
out of the Bicycle Room and disposed of 
60 days later. The same registration 
requirement applies to the residents’ 
bikes attached to the outdoor bike racks. 
Furthermore, the bike rack has to be 
relocated at the beginning of the atrium 
work; all bikes must be detached from 
the bike rack no later than 3/31/2021. If 
not detached, the bikes’ locks will be cut 
and bikes stored for 60 days before 
disposal. Please make your visitors who 
are using the bike rack aware of this 
very important information. 

(Continued on page 8) 



Page 4   February 2021 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
The armory has reopened to the 
public, with limited park program-
ming. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO NORTHSIDE AARP 
COMMUNITY GROUP 
Seniors group meets via Zoom at 
12:30 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 
month (Feb. 2). 
bit.ly/mecax1 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 16, 7 p.m. 
(third Tuesday of the month) 
Sign up for Zoom meeting at 
CAPS.024District@chicagopolice.org 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: 12 p.m.-7 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed on Sundays) 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Closed until further notice. 
While the museum remains tempo-
rarily closed, they invite you on a 
virtual curator’s tour of their current 
exhibits: 
(Edgewater Beach Hotel) 
 bit.ly/ehsx1 
(Chicago Conspiracy Trial) 
 bit.ly/ehsx2 
(High Water and Hell) 
 bit.ly/ehsx6 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR 
CENTER 
Closed until further notice. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
Online programs via Zoom to engage 
and support older adults. 
www.EVChicago.org 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Online programs for persons 60 and 

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

over.  
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
whitecranewellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

Most theaters remain closed until 
further notice, but many are provid-
ing virtual programming. 

tip, and was large enough for one 
dinner and lunch the next day. 

Though I wasn’t able to re-create the 
Ethiopian restaurant dining experience 
at home, the flavor of the food remains 
as satisfying as ever. 

My grade: B-plus. 
– Beth Robinson 

Anteprima 
5316 N. Clark 
773-506-9990 

anteprimachicago.net 
Anteprima has been one of the better 

restaurants in Andersonville for several 
years, serving seasonal Italian fare at 
reasonable prices. Thus far, it has 
managed to weather the pandemic with 
carryout options until indoor dining 
could resume. The restaurant is now 
open for limited indoor and heated 
outdoor dining Wednesday through 
Sunday, in addition to offering curbside 
pickup. Besides its regular menu, 
Anteprima has a set meal (“Sunday 
supper”) that’s available only on 
Sundays. 

Debbie and I recently tried their 
Sunday supper, a four-course meal that 
serves up to four people at a cost of 
$65. It changes every week. I arrived by 
car outside the restaurant at the 
appointed time, phoned them on my 
cell, and they brought out the food 
almost immediately. All items were 
securely packed in aluminum pans. 

The star of the meal was the entree, 
Chianti-braised beef pot roast (aka 
“Tuscan Passion”). It was fork-tender 
and flavorful, complemented by a 
hearty gravy with carrots that made for 
a nice topping on the parmigiano 
mashed potatoes. The meal included a 
lacinato kale salad with walnuts, goat 
cheese and herb vinaigrette; rigatoni al 
pastore, with herbed ricotta, country 
tomato, baby spinach and parmigiano 
(we added our own sliced green olives 
for an added flavor contrast); and rich 
coffee-flavored tiramisu for dessert. 

The meal was large enough to stretch 
into two meals for both of us. If you 
don’t mind driving to Andersonville to 
pick up your food, it’s a good value for 
tasty Italian food. 

My grade: A-minus. 
– Neil Warner 

 
Please help us provide more infor-

mation to your neighbors. Send your 
brief restaurant carryout review and 
grade to Dialogue@MalibuEast.org. 
The Dialogue reserves the right to edit 
your review or not publish it. 

Restaurant carryout 
report card 

Another in a series of articles about 
carryout food during the pandemic. 

Ethiopian Diamond 
Restaurant and Bar 

6120 N. Broadway 
773-338-6100 

EthiopianDiamondRestaurants.com 

I enjoy eating Ethiopian food in a 
restaurant, sitting with a group around 
one large shared tray of entrees atop 
spongy injera bread and breaking off 
bits of injera to take bite-sized portions 
of food. In our current climate, howev-
er, eating communally in a restaurant 
has temporarily lost its appeal. So, to 
find out if the food would be just as 
tasty in the form of carryout for one 
person with a fork, I ordered the 
vegetarian sampler from Ethiopian 
Diamond on a Saturday night. 

The restaurant has online ordering 
that is easy to use and allows you to set 
a pick-up or delivery time. When I 
arrived at the restaurant at the desig-
nated time, a small crowd of customers 
was waiting for their orders. I ended up 
waiting about 30 minutes for mine. 

The meal came in a four-
compartment Styrofoam container with 
one injera draped over the inside and 
the sampler items on top. Several 
folded injera to be used for picking up 
the food were also provided. The injera 
under the food collapsed when I tried to 
lift it whole. Instead, I used a spoon to 
transfer portions to a plate. 

The sampler consists of several spicy 
options (shimbra asa, a chickpea stew, 
and yemisir wat, lentils), along with 
milder dishes (kik alicha, split peas; 
gomen, simmered collard greens; dinich 
alicha with carrots and potato; and tikel 
gomen with cabbage and potato). The 
meal also includes two sambusa, a fried 
pastry similar to an empanada with 
your choice of filling. The combination 
of flavors and the injera bread soaked 
in the sauces of the vegetable dishes 
was delicious, even with a fork. 

The meal cost $17.95, before tax and 
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An old-fashioned 
winter wonderland 

Vicki Blair and Carl Chadek, co-chairs 
of the Aesthetics Committee, were 
tasked with creating a winter wonder-
land for Malibu East – on a very tight 
budget. After receiving bids from 
outside firms that were beyond the 
budget, they decided to take on the task 
themselves. They were able to accom-
plish this with the help of residents, 
staff and Board members. 

It all started with a 6 a.m. run to 
Lowe’s the morning of Black Friday to 
take advantage of a huge sale on 
holiday greens. Seven evergreen trees 
and over 100 poinsettias were loaded 
into two cars. Next came the transfor-
mation of the outdoor planters, the 
atrium, the lobby, 40 bags of mulch 
spread by the staff, and even the dog 
run to turn Malibu East into a winter 
wonderland. 

A special thanks to two members of 
the community for going above and 
beyond, especially during the early 
morning run to Lowe’s: Sean Blair and 
Romel Rodriguez. 

The group had so much fun that it 
was suggested this become an annual 
event in which the community comes 
together to help decorate for the 
holidays the old-fashioned way. Do not 
worry; we will get the word out early 
for any volunteers and it will not 
require a 6 a.m. run to Lowe’s! 

Malibu East book club 

The Malibu East book club will 
discuss two books at its next meeting, 
set for 1 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 28 in the 
Community Room. Any resident is 
welcome to attend, but each participant 
must wear a face covering. 

First up for discussion is “The 
Dilemma” by B.A. Paris. Here is Ama-
zon.com’s capsule of the plot: 

It’s Livia’s 40th birthday, and her 
husband, Adam, is throwing her the 
party of a lifetime to make up for the 
wedding they never had. Everyone 
she loves will be there, except her 
daughter Marnie, who’s studying 
abroad. But Livia is secretly glad 
Marnie won’t be there. 

Livia has recently uncovered a 
secret about their daughter which, if 
revealed, will shake the foundation 
of their family to its core. She needs 
to tell Adam, but she’s waiting until 
the party is over so they can have 
this last happy time together. 

Adam, meanwhile, has his own 
surprise for Livia: He’s arranged for 
Marnie to secretly fly back for the 
party. But before Marnie arrives, 
Adam hears some terrible news. 
Now he, too, is faced with a dilem-
ma: Does he share what he's learned 
with his wife? Is hiding the truth the 
same as telling a lie? And how far 
are Adam and Livia willing to go to 
protect the ones they love – and give 
each other a last few hours of 
happiness? 

“The Dilemma” is available online 
and at independent booksellers, and 
some copies may be available at the 
Chicago Public Library. 

The second book to be discussed at 
this meeting is former President Barack 
Obama’s “A Promised Land,” the first 
volume of his presidential memoirs. 

Here’s an excerpt from Ama-
zon.com’s recap of the book: 

Reflecting on the presidency, 
(Obama) offers a unique and 
thoughtful exploration of both the 
awesome reach and the limits of 
presidential power, as well as 
singular insights into the dynamics 
of U.S. partisan politics and interna-
tional diplomacy. Obama brings 
readers inside the Oval Office and 
the White House Situation Room, 
and to Moscow, Cairo, Beijing, and 
points beyond. 

We are privy to his thoughts as he 
assembles his cabinet, wrestles with 

a global financial crisis, takes the 
measure of Vladimir Putin, over-
comes seemingly insurmountable 
odds to secure passage of the 
Affordable Care Act, clashes with 
generals about U.S. strategy in 
Afghanistan, tackles Wall Street 
reform, responds to the devastating 
Deepwater Horizon blowout, and 
authorizes Operation Neptune’s 
Spear, which leads to the death of 
Osama bin Laden. 

“A Promised Land” is available online 
and at independent booksellers. 

After the discussion of both books, 
the participants will select the next 
book to be discussed. 

County offers 
property tax relief 

For seniors who are having difficulty 
paying their property taxes, Cook 
County Treasurer Maria Pappas is 
offering some relief in the form of loans. 

Seniors whose annual household 
income is $55,000 or less can apply 
now for the Senior Citizen Real Estate 
Tax Deferral Program, which issues 
loans to cover property tax payments. 
The deadline for applications is 
March 1. 

The loans, issued by the state of 
Illinois, do not have to be repaid until 
the property is sold or the homeowner 
dies. The state will charge a simple 
interest rate of 6% annually, and the 
maximum loan is $5,000 per year. To 
qualify, a homeowner must turn 65 by 
June 1 of the year in which they apply. 

The application form is available at 
CookCountyTreasurer.com, along 
with a list of requirements to qualify for 
a loan. 

The 2020 first installment property 
tax bill, which was mailed to homeown-
ers in late January, is due March 2, 
2021, but late charges will be waived 
through May 3. 

2020-21 Board of Directors 
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 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Contract pending on 31F 
Unit for sale: 32L 

Present and future for mall? 

Helen was asked her opinion of the 
now-renamed Malibu East Plaza, both 
as a real estate expert and a tenant. “It 
never came back at all from the ‘big 
bubble’ recession,” she said, “but the 
Board here has done a wonderful job – 
did a lot of things necessary to keep the 
building up to its very high standards 
and now are doing good things in the 
mall with the carpeting and painting. It 
looks a lot better, but there’s just not 
enough activity. I think the new fitness 
place (Bezz Training) is bringing in a lot 
of people of all ages, and that’s positive.” 

She also complimented the Malibu 
Market. “They are very gracious, nice 
people, and are working very hard with 
extended hours. Hopefully they will do 
well there, but we really need more 
tenants.” 

She bemoans the loss of the beauty 
salon and feels a new one could be key 
to increasing the foot traffic in the mall, 
along with a cleaners. 

“We had a bank, of course, but 
banking has changed, and I am con-
cerned that with so many people 
working from home, there’s not going to 
be as much demand for business 
services offices,” she said. “We are very 
fortunate to have kept the dentist here – 
that’s the third generation now. Dr. 
(Kerstin) Horbal has adjusted her hours, 
but she’s there.” 

Helen observes that although there is 
a physician in the Plaza, his time there 
seems very limited and she thinks more 
medical services for these buildings 
would be welcome. 

“I’m optimistic for the building and 
for the mall. We’ll just have to see what 
happens after the virus and the political 
situation are all settled – what people 
feel like doing. But I’m not going to 
worry much about the next 30 years.” 

Bolante set to retire 
For longtime Malibu East residents, 

one of the more familiar faces among the 
many staff who serve us 24/7 is doorman 
James Bolante. 

After nearly 29 years working here, Jim 
will retire after his last shift (3-11 p.m.) 
on Friday, Feb. 26. Because of pandemic 
restrictions, there will be no get-together 
of residents to honor his many years of 
service and thank him for his friendly 
demeanor. 

Before joining our staff, Jim worked for 
the former Dominick’s grocery chain, 
where he met his soon-to-be wife, Norma. 
After she took a job in our Receiving 
Room (where she continues to work 30 
years later), Jim began doing some part-
time work here as the need arose, before 
eventually landing a full-time job. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jim was honored by the Board of 

Directors with a plaque at the December 
2017 staff luncheon for his (then) 25 
years of service. At that time, property 
manager Violette Deschamps praised his 
responsiveness, punctuality, ability to 
adapt to any changes in front-desk 
policies, and how well he looks after our 
residents. 

For the immediate future, Jim is 
planning to relax and enjoy his retire-
ment. Whenever Norma decides to retire, 
the couple plans to move to West Virginia, 
where Norma has family. That will be 
quite a change for Jim, who grew up on 
the Northwest Side and has spent his 
entire life in the Chicago area. 

Make sure you stop by the front desk 
and wish Jim well before he retires. When 
you do, you may even be lucky enough to 
hear his distinctive laugh. 

of the condominium conversion time,” 
she related, “and he wanted me for the 
conversion of 3950 Lake Shore Drive.” It 
was a very large project, a complex of 
three apartment towers, but it was 
priced attractively and sold fast. The 
aggressive team moved right on to other 
conversions, in Downers Grove, then 
Lombard. “Working with Hy was a lot of 
fun and we made a lot of money,” Helen 
recalled. Nevertheless, she opted out for 
the stability of the half-century-old J.S. 
James organization, where she could 
have a sales management position. And 
that brings us to Herb Rosenthal’s 
telephone call. 

Low point for Captain’s Walk 

Helen had seen the shopping mall as 
a busy, vibrant place in its earlier years, 
but says that in late 1990, during the 
recession, it was very different. 

“Herb had been trying to sell it,” she 
said. “I was not aware of that at the 
time, but things were kind of at a low 
point, so I was not afraid to take it (the 
management) on.” She felt the mall had 
nowhere to go but up, and offered great 
potential for her real estate office. 

The building was wonderful and 
beautifully maintained, Helen says, and 
she felt that would positively influence 
business in the mall, including hers. 

“We had a cleaners, and the beauty 
shop, the (convenience) store and, of 
course, Dr. Horbal, who was always 
here,” she said. “There was a lot of 
activity here, and I got caught up in it; I 
went with it.” Helen’s office, which was 
then twice its present size, had three 
brokers and “a good, steady business.” 
But, she said, “the Captain’s Walk never 
really got back to what it was originally, 
and over the years it slipped back and 
got very tired-looking physically.” 

Helen Wagner 
(Continued from page 1) 
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What interests you? 

Communications & 
Dialogue Committee 
By Linda Eng 

Second in a series. 
Are you interested in sharing your 

talents with our Association? Has COVID-
19 brought out your need for more 
community relationships? 

We currently have eight committees 
that are open to owners and residents, and 
five others that are open for “certain 
matters.” These groups touch our lives on 
a daily basis and are very important to the 
positive life flow within Malibu East. Our 
volunteer Board members provide their 
time, skills and energy to improve all our 
lives. Residents can help with this goal by 
contributing to our committees. The 
committees are meeting virtually now but 
will resume in-person meetings as soon as 
it is safe to do so. 

The committees are: 
• Floor Representatives & Forum; 
• Landscaping; 
• Legal, Rules & Regulations; 
• Pets; 
• Public & Community Affairs; 
• Social, Cultural & Entertainment; 
• Sports, Saunas & Exercise Rooms; 
• Green. See the January 2021 Dialogue 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

 

(MalibuEast.org/dialogue) to 
find out what it does. Anyone interest-
ed in this committee should contact 
committee chair Sam Bullock at 
mecamgr@sudlerchicago.com. 
Provide your name, phone number and 
email. 

The committees that are open to 
residents for certain matters: 
• Architecture, Aesthetics, Building 

Maintenance & Services; 
• Long-Range Planning; 
• Security & Life Safety; 
• Units; 
• Communications, Dialogue & Cable. 

For nearly 50 years, the newsletter that 
you are reading has been produced by a 
Dialogue committee (now part of the 
Communications, Dialogue & Cable 
Committee, chaired by Tom Vaughan). It 
has an important purpose: to promote 
communication among owners, residents, 
the Board of Directors, management and 
the staff of Malibu East. In a vertical city 
like ours, communication is a challenge 
and an opportunity. 

Resident volunteers write and publish 
the issues monthly. Each writer is trying to 
provide a vibrant look at what is happen-
ing in our building, looking back at a fine 
heritage or looking forward to what is to 
come. We have residents who have lived 
here from the opening of the building; we 

Selling or Buying 
Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists 

Get your BEST VALUE through  
the Rogers Park / Edgewater Experts! 

• FREE Market Evaluation 

• FREE Advertising 

• We have Interested Buyers Now 

 BUYING  
 SELLING  
 RENTING 
 
 
 
 

 Office: 773-334-0200 
 Cell: 773-297-0205 

 

 
 

6033 N. Sheridan Rd. Suite #5  Malibu East Plaza 

HMWagnerRealty@sbcglobal.net 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT IS 
HAPPENING IN THE REAL ESTATE MARKET 

TODAY, DO NOT HESITATE TO STOP IN. 
I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING YOU UP TO DATE. 

Helen Wagner 

have residents who were born here. We 
have writers, TV personalities, musicians 
and a wealth of international residents. 
There is much to be written about. 

Neil Warner has served as the Dialogue 
editor for nearly 10 years. 

“I am proud of the way in which a 
number of residents have volunteered 
their time over the years to help produce 
our newsletter, providing enthusiasm and 
their unique talents,” Warner said. “I feel 
fortunate to have followed in the footsteps 
of a number of dedicated editors who have 
put their own stamp on the newsletter. 
Today we have a particularly talented staff, 
without whom we couldn’t publish 
monthly issues of this caliber. I am deeply 
indebted to them.” 

Are you are a writer? Do you enjoy 
exploring our building and neighborhood? 
Are you passionate about providing 
enjoyable reading for others? If your 
answer to any of these questions is yes, 
you may want to contact Neil Warner at 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org and 
describe your area of interest or expertise. 
Alternatively, you can leave your name, 
unit and phone number in a note ad-
dressed to the Dialogue editor and given to 
the doorman. 

We will address the other objectives of 
the Communications, Dialogue and Cable 
Committee at a later date. 



Page 8   February 2021 

The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2021 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 

6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 

Marcel Molins, Board President 
Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

 Tom Vaughan, Chairman of the 
Communications Committee 

Larry Rosen, Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 

 Committee 

Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 
Neil Warner, Editor 

Tracy Poyser, Photo Editor 
Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor 

Bob Butler 
Ron Cohn 
Linda Eng 

Dianne Fishering 
Lynne Forella 

Jo Gayle 
Zohreh Ghavamshahidi 

Katie Heffernan 
Helen Lambin 

Rosemary Lambin 
Myrna Manners 

Ethel Mullin 
Tracy Poyser 

Beth Robinson 
Nancy Stoesser 

Lori Ziesmer 

Chinese New Year 
#4719 
By Linda Eng 

The Chinese Year of the 
Ox – or cow, as my mother-
in-law corrected – will 
begin on Feb. 12, with Feb. 11 being 
New Year’s Eve. This is my year! I was 
actually born on Chinese New Year, so I 
am hoping for a wonderful year. 

My husband was born in China and 
enjoyed sharing his New Year traditions 
with our family. Everyone received new 
clothes so as to have a fresh start to the 
year. Depending on the family’s 
financial conditions, that might mean 
anything from a whole outfit to new 
socks. On Feb. 12, children will not be 
yelled at or reprimanded. Everything is 
positive – even if they aren’t. 

In preparation our home was cleaned 
from top to bottom, and food prepared. 
When the family came together, to 
honor the elders, all children would 
stand before their elders, place their 
hands together, bow to the elder and 
say, “Ching ching.” To show the elder’s 
pleasure, the children received a “lai 
see” (red envelope) containing money. 
My teenage and shy children took their 
time adapting to this but eventually 
enjoyed the tradition. 

Families share oranges, chocolate 
and other treats to take home (the 
original goody bag). I provided apples 
one year (so American) and I received a 
lot of rolled eyes from the younger 
crowd. 

The holiday has an element of home 
and friends. Families would travel to 
other homes or meet at a restaurant 
with up to 12 people squeezing in to sit 
together at a round table. Dinner is a 10
-course meal with a dish of every meat, 
vegetable and noodle imaginable. At my 
first New Year dinner I was full by the 
third course. 

All of the many do’s and don’ts were 
all designed to bring a positive, happy, 
hopeful outlook for the new year. The 
more that is shared, the more would be 
returned in smiles and hugs and 
positives to come. 

Due to COVID-19 many restaurants 
are suffering. Chinatown Square has 
many tented outdoor restaurants. 
Argyle Street has many tempting meals 
for foodies. Please try to share the 
wealth with them if possible. 

Gung hay fat choy (happy New Year) 
from the Eng family. 

property owned by the Association, 
including the atrium, the handicap 
ramps, private sidewalks, the 15-minute 
parking areas, the facades, columns and 
retaining walls, the Sheridan terraces 
and entrances, the outdoor accessories 
(planting pots, garbage cans, etc.), the 4th 
floor deck, etc. 

Please be reminded that each incident 
carries a fine of $200. Aging dogs may 
need increased daily visits to the dog 
runs, veterinarian consultation for 
bladder infection or other health issues 
causing frequent urination, and ulti-
mately, may be outfitted with diapers to 
help them transit from units to the dog 
runs without incident. 

RECEIVING ROOM TO CLOSE ON 
SATURDAYS AT 3 P.M.: Please note 
that the Receiving Room is no longer 
open on Sundays, and will close at 3 
p.m. on Saturdays, starting in Febru-
ary. 

ELEVATORS: Parkway Elevators will 
proceed with the replacement of cables 
and sheaves on two elevators in 
February. The replacement timetable is 
one week per elevator. Work will be 
done sequentially as to take one elevator 
out of service at a time. Following the 
completion of this work will be the 
replacement of the MAD touchscreen in 
Elevator #4, and restoration of the 
weather information on the screens. 

2021 DOG REGISTRATION: The 
Board of Directors has adopted a Dog 
Policy, complementary to the provisions 
of the current dog rules and Declaration, 
that includes a new registration effective 
1/1/2021. The new registration 
contains a provision to the effect that 
dogs, regardless of breed or size, must 
be covered by the insurance of the 
owners or renters. 

All dog owners must re-register 
their dogs no later than 1/31/2021 
regardless of whether they had regis-
tered their dogs in previous years, 
including 2020. Effective 2/1/2021, all 
fobs associated to units with dogs 
registered in 2021 will be activated to 
operate the dog run fob readers; the 
other fobs will be reprogrammed so that 
they won’t operate the fob readers of the 
dog runs. 

DOG INCIDENT AND FINE: We have 
recorded and issued fines for multiple 
dog incidents on the property in the last 
months or so. Pet incidents were 
captured with the camera system or by 
staff members. Some pet incidents 
occurred inside the building, but mostly 
outside in the outdoor common areas. 

Common areas by definition are the 
portions and components of the 

Management report 
(Continued from page 3) 

 


