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By Neil Warner 

Malibu East is one very 
fortunate condo associa-
tion. We are blessed to 
have had a visionary 
leader who committed his 
time and energy, as well as his formida-
ble skills, toward the goal of making 
this Association the best it could be. 
Remarkably, he did it for more than 30 
years. 

When Marcel Molins was elected 
Board president in 1986, nobody 
thought he would continue to hold the 
position into the 2020s. Probably not 
even Marcel. When he passed away at 
home on March 1 at age 84, Malibu East 
lost its most ardent proponent. 

When I first joined the Board in 
2002, I was familiar with Marcel in his 
role as Board president, having 
attended a number of Board meetings. 
Or so I thought. Yes, he conducted the 
monthly meetings in an even-handed 
way, striving to allow everyone to 
weigh in on the issue at hand. But there 
was so much more that he did behind 
the scenes that I wasn’t aware of. 

Marcel worked with many different 
property managers at Malibu East, 
including our current manager, Violette 
Deschamps, since November 2012. As a 
hands-on president, it wasn’t unusual 
for him to communicate with the 
manager on a daily basis. 

Like most large condo associations, 
Malibu East enters into contracts with a 

wide variety of vendors, and those 
contracts must be reviewed to protect 
the Association. Rather than hiring a 
law firm to review each contract, at a 
not inconsequential cost, Marcel, 
whenever practical, handled the review 
himself during his free time at home. As 
a result, he saved our owners an 
incalculable sum. 

While I was a member of the Board 
and the Rules Committee, Marcel spent 
countless hours in the various rewrites 
of the Malibu East Rules and Regula-
tions, as did several other active 
members of the committee. He rarely 
missed a meeting. We reviewed every 
rule in a document that exceeded 40 
pages single-spaced. His legal expertise 
was useful in crafting rules that would 
deal with various contingencies and 
interpretations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What was amazing to me, though, 

was Marcel’s understanding of the 
nuances of the English language. As a 
native of the Catalonia region of Spain, 
English wasn’t his native language, or 
even his second one. (He spoke seven 
languages.) Yet, his understanding of 
English surpassed that of many native-
born Americans. 

I fondly recall his ability to differenti-
ate between the use of “empathic” as 
opposed to “empathetic,” two words 
with basically the same meaning. As a 
professional editor most of my life, I 
told him that he had taught me some-
thing about the English vocabulary. His 

A tough act to follow 
response: “The English language is 
fantastic.” 

American idioms could trip him up, 
but he was a fine editor when it came to 
choosing the best possible words to 
convey a thought. 

Marcel had a vision for this building, 
too. Whenever he was asked about a 
new use for a room, or how it might be 
reconfigured to better serve its pur-
pose, he typically had an answer at the 
ready. It was clear he had spent many 
hours thinking about Malibu East and 
how it could be improved. 

As a member of the Sports Commit-
tee, I was involved in discussions that 
led to the Fitness Room and the Billiard 
Room switching locations on the fourth 
floor in 2009. Marcel suggested that the 
north wall of the new Fitness Room be 
replaced with a floor-to-ceiling window, 
brightening the room and giving 
residents the benefit of looking at our 
magnificent lakefront while exercising. 
He believed that this enhancement 
would draw more residents to the 
room, and he was right. 

Marcel also wanted to transfer the 
wood paneling on the walls of the 
Billiard Room to its new location. The 
paneling once graced the U.S. Court of 
Appeals building downtown and had 
been on the walls here for about 38 
years, leaving it in a fragile condition. 
Expert carpenter Vladimir Ivanovic was 
able to remove the paneling and 
reinstall it in the new location while 

(Continued on page 6) 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Book club 
Sunday, April 11 
1:00 p.m. - Community Room 
(face covering required) 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, April 27 
7:00 p.m. - via Zoom conference 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. For more 
events: malibueast.org/calendar 

 

Our condolences 
to the family  
and friends of 

Annette Soil-
Moore  

Vladimir 
Ivanovic 
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Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 

Tuesday, March 23, 2021 

This Board meeting was held virtually 
via Zoom video conferencing for 
directors and via telephone conferenc-
ing for owners. 
Attendance: Ten Board members, two 
management representatives, 19 
residents 
Excused: Martina Molins 
Presiding: Thomas Vaughan, then 
Arthur Arfa 
 
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 
First vice president Thomas Vaughan 
offered some thoughts about the legacy 
of Marcel Molins, who had served as 
Board president for 34+ years before 
passing away March 1. 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
1) “Social Committee” and “Aesthetics 

Committee” were added to old/new 
business. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of Feb. 28)  

Operating and reserve cash 
 $297,325 
Investment in units 
 $1,468,189 (nine units) 
Excess of operating revenue over 
expenses 
 $28,465 

2) Delinquencies (as of March 19) 
$368,394, including $230,196 from 
former residents 

3) 2020 audit 
In progress. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) No committee reports were given. 
 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items requiring Board action 
1) Election of Board president 

Board elected Arthur Arfa as the new 
Board president. 

2) Filling of vacant Board position 
Board delayed the appointment of a 
new director until the April meeting. 

3) Underground pipe replacement for 
atrium 
Unexpectedly, several underground 
pipes that supply water to the 
building’s west stairwell need to be 
replaced, so the Board approved a 

vendor’s bid to complete the work 
during the ongoing atrium renova-
tion project. 

4) 2021-2022 property insurance 
renewal 
Directors approved the insurance 
renewal, which calls for a premium 
that is lower than the previous 
year’s. 

5) 39F renovation 
Board approved a vendor’s bid to 
renovate unit 39F for eventual sale. 

6) Sheridan brick wall repair 
Directors approved a contractor’s 
bid to repair bricks on the Sheridan 
Road wall between the fourth-floor 
deck and the Plaza. 

7) 22.1 disclosure statement 
Approved. 

Old/new business  
1) Atrium renovation and logistics 

On schedule. 
2) Swimming pool guidelines 

Will be discussed at April meeting. 
3) Garage cleaning and membrane 

Cleaning of the garage has revealed 
numerous cracks in the membrane. 
Management will get a cost estimate 
for the repairs, in order to budget 
properly for 2022. 

4) Third-floor ductwork in storage 
room 
Management says there are gaps in 
the ductwork, which should be 
closed. 

5) Laundry Room project 
Management has prepared an RFP 
for a replacement of laundry 
equipment and a renovation of the 
room, and it will send the RFP to 
laundry vendors. 

6) Elevator maintenance, repairs 
Our new maintenance company 
replaced the cables and sheaves in 
two elevators, and will do the same 
in the other three elevators next 
year. 

7) Balcony maintenance  
The new balcony membrane guide-
lines have been distributed to 
residents. 

8) Carpet and door shields for 
construction 
This project will be addressed at 
budget time. 

9) Reserve study 
Moved to closed session. 

10)2021 unregistered dogs 
A number of dogs in the building 
haven’t yet been registered for 2021 
as required. 

11)Rules and Regulations review 
Board will review a draft of the new 
rules before the next Board meeting. 

12)Association-owned units 
The Association owns nine units, 
seven of which are being rented and 
the other two will be renovated 
before listing them for sale. 

13)Plaza rental status 
No activity in the past month. 

14)Manager spending limit, procure-
ment protocol 
Nothing new. 

15)Social Committee 
If pandemic protocols allow for it, the 
committee is planning a party for 
Malibu East’s 50th anniversary on 
Sept. 25. A happy hour is tentatively 
scheduled for June 25 on the north 
deck. Easter eggs will be distributed 
in the lobby on April 3 at 10:30 a.m. 
to children under 10. 

16)Aesthetics Committee 
Committee co-chair Vicki Blair asked 
whether the committee could make 
some modest upgrades to the lobby 
furniture now, but the Board decided 
to postpone any such upgrade until 
early 2022. This committee will work 
with the Landscaping Committee to 
develop ideas for the center of the 
atrium. 

 
The open session ended at 8:32 p.m. 
and went into closed session. Open 
session did not resume. 

Get the vaccine as soon as you are eligible  
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BALCONY PONDING: The balconies 
were originally built with a pitch from 
the walls to the edges to allow water 
(rain, melting ice and snow) to drain 
away from the building. However, 
concrete naturally sags over time in 
between reinforcement rebar grids, 
particularly in the middle where the 
rebars are the weakest, due to its own 
weight and gravity. As a result, the 
majority of our balconies collect water 
along the knee walls and/or in the 
center parts; it is a widespread problem 
at Malibu East as well as other concrete 
buildings. The water staled in the 
depressions of the balconies is incon-
venient for a lot of reasons, besides 
adding wear and tear on the membrane. 

We can assure you that the Board has 
discussed many times the ponding issue 
and potential solutions with consult-
ants and contractors. There is not much 
that can be done besides the application 
of a light leveler (liquid) applied before 
the final green coating, which was done 
by RBS during the course of the 
comprehensive façade and balcony 
project that took place from 2016 
through 2020. The leveler, as part of the 
membrane system, slightly compen-
sated for the sagging of the concrete, 
but overall, the sagging will be visually 
about the same and water will continue 
to collect on your balconies. Completely 
negating the effects of the sagging of the 
concrete is not possible at this time, 
given the absence of durable products 
on the market that will effectively 
achieve the correction while surviving 
our blistering winters. The only other 
known remedy is unrealistic to finance 
as it entails cutting off large and deep 
sections of sagged concrete, then 
installing new rebar in the sections and 
repouring new concrete, not to mention 
that the timetable of the project would 
be at least three to four times longer 
than the four years we just went 
through. 

REAL ESTATE VALUATION AP-
PEAL: Fresh news from the office of 
Worsek & Vihon, hired by MECA to 
contest the real estate valuation of 
units: 

“Contrary to previous years, all 
exemptions that were received in 2019 
will be automatically rolled over on to 

the 2020 tax bills. The only reason 
someone needs to apply for an exemp-
tion this year is if they are a new resident 
who qualifies for the homeowner 
exemption or Long Time Occupant, or if 
a resident turned 65 in 2020 and now 
qualifies for the senior citizen and/or 
senior freeze exemption. 

“If there are new residents or resi-
dents who recently turned 65 then they 
will need to complete an exemption 
application online prior to March 
31st.” (www.cookcountyassessor.com/
exemptions)  

The only two tax exemptions that 
will allow MECA to waive the law firm’s 
contest fee for an owner are: 
1. Senior Freeze (subject to an annual 

income cap as determined by the 
Cook County assessor) 

2. Long Time Occupant (subject to an 
annual income cap as determined by 
the Cook County assessor) 
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU 

APPLIED FOR ANY EXEMPTION FOR 
WHICH YOU BELIEVE YOU ARE 
ELIGIBLE PRIOR TO MARCH 31. Note 
that this information was email-blasted 
to our owners earlier in March. 

HEATING AND ELECTRICAL BILL: 
Balancing the operation of the furnace’s 
central heat with the individual 
baseboard heaters is preferable for 
saving energy. The furnace tempera-
ture setting should be kept, for exam-
ple, at a low setting such as 65 degrees, 
and baseboard heaters located under 
the sliding doors used to add the 
additional heat needed to bring the 
comfort temperature in the occupied 
room(s). This would work best by 
keeping the baseboard heaters turned 
off in the room(s) that are not occupied. 
This method allows you to optimize the 
heat in the occupied rooms, and 
minimize your electricity cost by 
keeping the unoccupied rooms at a 
lower temperature. 

VENTS IN BATHROOMS: You will 
notice a small grid close to your 
bathroom and shower room ceilings; 
these grids are connected to ductwork 
built from the 4th floor up to the roof. At 
the roof end of the ductwork, large, 
heavy-duty fans are installed to exhaust 
24/7 the air out of the bathrooms and 
shower rooms, including fumes and 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

moisture. These grids should never be 
closed, or encumbered, or blocked, or 
camouflaged, or covered as any 
obstruction of the ventilation grid will 
result in moisture trapped in the 
bathroom. If so, trapped moisture may 
deteriorate finishes and may likely 
cause mold growth. In conclusion, the 
grids must be kept open, free of 
obstacles or obturations, and cleaned to 
optimize the ventilation of your 
bathrooms and shower rooms to the 
roof. The same type of ventilation exists 
in the kitchens; the same diligence and 
precautions must be taken for better 
exhaust of cooking fumes, smoke, and 
other odors resulting from the activities 
in units. 

STOLEN ITEMS FROM LOBBY 
DELIVERIES: Although this type of civil 
matter does not relate to the manage-
ment of the property, management will 
provide a copy of camera recordings 
and/or incident report, if available, that 
may help the victimized party to locate 
the person who stole the delivery, or 
part of it. 

FIRE PROCEDURE: Fire generally 
happens as the result of an incident, 
underestimated reaction, forgetfulness, 
etc. Bottom line: It is usually not 
criminal in nature but rather a no-fault 
incident. Do not be ashamed, or afraid, 
or concerned to report to the front desk 
or management a fire or smoke in your 
unit after you have contacted 911. You 
can be assured that the staff will 
sympathize, drop everything, and 
respond with kindness and diligence. 
Our goal is to assist and remedy the 
situation in the most effective manner 
with the least consequences for you and 
your neighbors, and damage to proper-
ty. No ill intention, no reprimand, no 
negativity; we are here to help. 

TIE OBJECTS ON BALCONY: Heavy 
turbulence and winds at times around 
the building are surprisingly strong and 
may displace the heaviest accessories 
and pieces of furniture you keep on 
your balconies, to your astonishment. 
We advise you to solidly tie up any 
personal property kept on your 
balconies, and to check the ties regular-
ly in case they have loosened up. Make 
them strong and supertight. 

CIGARETTE BUTTS ON BALCONIES: 
We continue to get complaints about 
cigarette butts landing on balconies. 
One, it is disheartening for the residents 
finding those butts on their property. 

(Continued on page 8) 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cookcountyassessor.com%2Fexemptions&c=E,1,q8imuQT2yOLccKosgPJXfzhhF6sUDmBHd9s6kv_NX9k1eyjn_7J7RoJrW-9Bz5jAhc_AJwV97q6N-e6uLmDt5TnZkQSj_p9kvmooKfgCSPwhqjdi_tV1gw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cookcountyassessor.com%2Fexemptions&c=E,1,q8imuQT2yOLccKosgPJXfzhhF6sUDmBHd9s6kv_NX9k1eyjn_7J7RoJrW-9Bz5jAhc_AJwV97q6N-e6uLmDt5TnZkQSj_p9kvmooKfgCSPwhqjdi_tV1gw,,&typo=1
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
The armory has reopened to the 
public, with limited park program-
ming. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO NORTHSIDE AARP 
COMMUNITY GROUP 
Seniors group meets via Zoom at 
12:30 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 
month (April 6). 
bit.ly/mecax1 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, April 20, 7 p.m. 
(third Tuesday of the month) 
Sign up for Zoom meeting at 
CAPS.024District@chicagopolice.org 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: 12 p.m.-7 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed on Sundays) 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Closed until further notice. 
While the museum remains tempo-
rarily closed, they invite you on a 
virtual curator’s tour of their current 
exhibits: 
(Edgewater Beach Hotel) 
 bit.ly/ehsx1 
(Chicago Conspiracy Trial) 
 bit.ly/ehsx2 
(High Water and Hell) 
 bit.ly/ehsx6 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR 
CENTER 
Closed until further notice. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
Online programs via Zoom to engage 
and support older adults. 
www.EVChicago.org 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Online programs for persons 60 and 

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

over.  
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
whitecranewellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

Most theaters remain closed until 
further notice, but many are provid-
ing virtual programming. 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
“Zoomin’ & a Cruisin’ ”  
An interactive Zoom cruise experi-
ence. Audience members will be 
asked to have their cameras and 
microphones on, be asked to partici-
pate in activities, and may be asked 
to gather props from their own 
homes! Only 22 guests will be able to 
join in each performance. Free. 
April 10 at 4, 7 and 10 p.m. 
Senior Recitals 
These events will take place at 
PianoForte and will be available for 
livestreaming. Links available at web 
address below. 
April 10 thru May 1 
“The Boys and the Nuns” by 
Sandra Delgado 
To pass the Chicago Human Rights 
Ordinance, members of Chicago’s 
LGBT+ community and an order of 
Catholic sisters come together to 
change both their city and their 
world. Set in the 1980s, this play 
with music explores dignity, identity 
and the power of faith in a striking 
period of Chicago history.  
April 17-25  
“One World, Voices United” 
A program celebrating music and 
singing from around the world, 
featuring music from South Africa, 
Japan, Bulgaria, Canada, Finland, 
Brazil, the Mediterranean, and India. 
The Chamber Choir, University 
Chorale and Women’s Chorus will 
perform.  
Friday, April 23, 7 p.m. 
Spring Instrumental Showcase 
The Jazz Ensemble, Percussion 
Ensemble, Symphony Orchestra and 
Wind Ensemble collaborated 
remotely to make music together this 
semester.  
Thursday, April 29, 7 p.m. 
Dance Senior Showcase 
The showcase features solos by 
internationally acclaimed choreogra-
phers.  
Friday, April 30, 7 p.m. 
Dance Composition 
Student choreographers showcase 

their work – an opportunity to 
explore movement and further 
professional development.  
Saturday, May 1, 7 p.m. 
Dance Informance 
Dance students of all levels showcase 
their semester's work in an informal 
dance performance. Features a wide 
variety of genres.  
Saturday, May 8, 7 p.m. 
All of the above events are online via 
Zoom. Tickets are pay-what-you-can. 
artsevents.luc.edu/events for 
tickets 

What interests you? 

Pet Committee 
By Linda Eng 

Fourth in a series. 
Do you have a pet? 
Do you want it to be 

involved in the effective co-
mingling with humans here 
at Malibu East? Well, the Pet Committee 
might be a place for you. 

The Pet Committee now exists to 
advise the Board of Directors on matters 
related to pet rules and regulations. Most 
recently, the committee met to develop 
recommendations of proposed rules for 
the new dog runs, which were subse-
quently adopted by the Board. 

To join the committee, chairperson 
Sam Bullock asks that you contact the 
Management Office and express your 
interest. “Anyone is welcome to join the 
committee; however, residents with pets 
may enjoy participation more.” 

Sam added, “If a resident wishes to 
submit an idea or make comments to the 
committee, they can submit them in 
writing to the Management Office and ask 
for them to be forwarded to the Pet 
Committee.” 

This group of pet owners meets ad hoc 
when problems or issues arise. It meets 
via Zoom during the pandemic or in the 
Community Room when COVID-19 
restrictions aren’t in place. 

If you have enjoyed the new dog pens, 
perhaps you could forward a positive 
comment to the committee. As the 
number of dogs has increased in the 
building (perhaps due to COVID), more 
issues will naturally come forward. So 
don’t be shy if you feel that you could 
offer some positive thoughts. 

For a comprehensive list of committees 
at Malibu East, please contact the 
Management Office, see the February 
Dialogue (MalibuEast.org/Dialogue) or 
email me at Questions@MalibuEast.org. 
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An updated Xfinity channel 
guide can be found at 

www.MalibuEast.org/tv  

Walk down memory lane 

History, more or less: 
1971 
By Helen Reichert Lambin 
and Rosemary J. Lambin 

With Malibu East turning 50 years old 
this year, the Dialogue is commemorat-
ing our founding with a look back at 
what was happening in society when 
residents began moving into the building 
in 1971. The trip down memory lane 

continues this month with 
what life was like in Chicago 
and around the nation, 
particularly in the areas of 

news, politics and media. 
“And that’s the way it is.” Those were 

the trademark sign-off words of Walter 
Cronkite, the legendary news anchor at 
CBS from 1962 to 1981. So, now let’s 
take a look at the way it was – in 1971. 

We’ll start with some history. Later 
on we can explore some fun things like 
music and movies, food and fashion, TV 
and more. But first, let’s put events in 
some historical context. 

There were three major broadcast 
television stations affiliated with 
national networks – WBBM (CBS), 
WMAQ (NBC) and WLS (ABC) – an 
educational station, WTTW, affiliated 
with PBS, and several more local-
oriented stations, including WGN (9) 
and UHF stations WCIU (26), WFLD 
(32), WSNS (44) and the short-lived 
WXXW (20). There were multiple 
Chicago and national radio stations. 
And there were five – yes, five – Chicago 
newspapers: Chicago Tribune, Chicago 
Sun-Times, The Chicago Defender, 
Chicago Daily News and Chicago Today. 
So there was a lot of news around. 
There was, however, no internet with 
which to look up subjects such as this. 

It was an odd odd-numbered year. 
There was, thankfully, no deadly 
pandemic roiling the world. But it had 
its own issues – then or soon to come. 

First, some of the cast on stage. The 
president of the United States was 
Richard Nixon; the vice president was 
Spiro Agnew. Illinois’ U.S. senators were 
Republican Charles Percy and Democrat 
Adlai Stevenson III. Republican Richard 
B. Ogilvie was governor. And Richard J. 
Daley, the father of future Mayor 
Richard M. Daley, was serving his fifth 
term as Chicago mayor. Paul Wigoda 
was alderman of the 49th Ward, which 
included much of our neighborhood but 
not Malibu East; in fact, before the 

November 1970 redrawing of ward 
maps, our location had been in the 49th 
Ward. 

Three of the above officials would, 
within several years, run afoul of the 
law and it would not work out well for 
them. 

Agnew resigned in October 1973 
after being charged with income tax 
evasion. He pled guilty, was fined 
$10,000 and was sentenced to three 
years’ probation. 

Nixon was re-elected for a second 
term, which began in 1973. But when 
his attempted cover-up of the Wa-
tergate break-in was confirmed by 
White House tape recordings, the 
House drafted three articles of im-
peachment. Nixon avoided impeach-
ment by resigning his office in August 
1974, and Gerald Ford became presi-
dent. 

Wigoda was sentenced in 1972 for a 
$50,000 bribe relating to a zoning 
change in another ward. He was 
sentenced to 365 days in jail and was 
released after six months. 

On the other hand, two others had 
major government places named for 
them – the Daley Center and the Ogilvie 
Transportation Center – and one an 
expressway, the Stevenson. 

There was a lot going on in 1971, too 
much to include here (and too much to 
research). So only a few things will be 
touched on. 

The Vietnam War continued. It had 
begun officially in 1964 and ended 
unofficially in 1973, officially in 1975. 
The military draft was still in effect. 
Every male between 18 and 25 had to 
register with the Selective Service. The 
military drew from both the draft and 
voluntary enlistment. Draft notices for 
active service were determined by a 
lottery. There was a lot of controversy 
about the war and protests across the 
country for much of the duration of the 
war. The Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
wall was installed in Washington, D.C., 
in 1982. 

One of those who served as a 
volunteer was a young Navy lieutenant 
named John McCain III, whose plane 
was shot down in 1967. He was 
captured and held at a prison camp. 
The camp, nicknamed “the Hanoi 
Hilton,” was known for its brutality. 
McCain could have had an early release, 
after enduring repeated torture. But he 
refused to leave unless his crew was 
also freed. He was released in 1973 
after 5½ years. McCain later served as a 

U.S. senator from Arizona from 1987 
until his death in 2018. 

There were environmental issues, 
then as now. One example: There was 
an oil spill in January in San Francisco 
Bay when two Standard Oil tankers 
collided, resulting in 800,000 gallons of 
oil being spilled into the bay. This led to 
an increased awareness of the environ-
ment and the formation of a number of 
organizations concerned with environ-
mental protection. 

There were also, then as now, issues 
of social justice. There was not as much 
activity in 1971 as in the 1960s, for 
various reasons. The assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4, 
1968, was a devastating blow. But the 
journey toward justice would be 
continued by people like John Lewis 
and Ruth Bader Ginsberg, as well as 
others known and anonymous. 

One little-known action was the 
passage of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act. It was enacted by 
Congress and then signed into law by 
President Nixon on Dec. 18, 1971. The 
act dealt with the return of some lands 
to Alaskan Native Americans who had 
once owned the lands for generations. 
It’s too complicated to summarize in a 
couple of sentences, even if we could. 
But there is an interesting summary 
online by the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks. 

NASA explorations pushed the 
previous boundaries in space. Alan 
Shepard became the fifth man to walk 
on the moon. And the spacecraft 
Mariner 9 was the first craft to orbit 
another planet, Mars. 

Closer to home, one Tom Skilling was 
studying meteorology and journalism at 
the University of Wisconsin at Madison 
and working at local TV and radio 
stations. 

In subsequent articles we will get to 
those fun things mentioned above. Or 
maybe not always fun. Does anyone 
remember polyester bell bottoms? 

The symbol at the left 
will be used throughout 
the issue to identify 
articles related to the 

50th anniversary of Malibu East. 
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preserving most of it, making for a cozy 
room. Again, thanks to Marcel’s vision. 

When I succeeded Jack Winans as the 
Dialogue editor in 2011, Marcel was 
very supportive of me and the newslet-
ter staff. He entrusted us with consider-
able independence, and he didn’t 
interfere with our operation unless he 
was forced to. Whenever I asked him 
for his judgment about an editorial 
matter, he would take the time to 
consider it and then offer an opinion, 
which was always well thought out. 

Financial stability was a priority for 
Marcel, as I witnessed firsthand, 
particularly during my tenure as 
treasurer. When the Finance Committee 
would meet to discuss the upcoming 
year’s budget, we would begin with a 
projected assessment level, usually 
reflecting the past year’s change in the 
Consumer Price Index. After each line 
item had been reviewed and the bottom 
line was in view, the question was 
always the same: By how much should 
we increase the assessments, if at all, in 
order to maintain the Association’s 
future financial stability without 
creating an undue burden on the 
owners? 

Marcel’s philosophy was that small 
assessment increases similar to the 
CPI’s were the best way to build up the 
Reserve Fund without creating a 
hardship for owners. For many years 
Marcel was supported in his budgetary 
objective by many different boards and 
especially by the late Richard Strauss, a 
private investment adviser who served 
as a director for 24 years, with the 
budget being a particular area of focus. 
Both of these men were excellent 
mentors for a treasurer with a limited 
background in finance. 

Marcel and Richard’s philosophy led 
to a period of unparalleled financial 

A tough act to follow 
(Continued from page 1) 

stability at Malibu East. 
Marcel was a partner at one of the 

top international law firms, Baker 
McKenzie, but because of his humility, 
he rarely mentioned it in the context of 
Malibu East business. He was named a 
partner after only four years at the firm 
and, for a time in the 1990s, was the 
managing partner of its Chicago office. 
To say he was an accomplished man 
would be an understatement. 

Marcel and Martina, his wife of 
nearly 58 years, raised their two 
children, Tom and Nicole, at Malibu 
East. After the children moved out, 
Martina, also a licensed attorney, 
devoted much of her life to supporting 
Marcel and working on behalf of our 
owners. She has served on the Board 
for many years, including a former stint 
as Admissions Committee chair, and 
has done considerable pro bono work 
on behalf of the Association. 

Shortly after he became president, 
Marcel wrote a letter to the owners as 
published in the December 1986 
Dialogue. In it, he stressed how im-
portant it was that the president be 
transparent and share all information 
about the building with the other 
owners. He said that “criticism – 
preferably positive, but also negative – 
will always be welcomed.” He added 
that greater participation by residents 
in condo affairs would create “an 
environment which is not merely a 
group of people, but a community of 
neighbors and friends.” 

That is what Marcel worked tireless-
ly to create: a community of neighbors 
and friends. 

He had the temperament to handle 
all sorts of situations, as I saw when he 
defused several potentially volatile 
scenes. His leadership style taught me 
that my first impulse in an interaction 
with another person often isn’t the best 
course of action. 

Most of all, Marcel was a man of 
principle, avoiding even a hint of 
favoritism or conflict of interest. 

As became obvious to me later, I 
really didn’t know Marcel before I 
joined the Board. Although his leader-
ship of the Board was admirable, 
watching him in action made me realize 
that what he contributed behind the 
scenes was an attribute that was even 
more valuable. 

In the past few years, health issues 
began to take a toll on his body, but his 
mind remained unusually sharp for a 
man in his 80s. 

Before he submitted his candidate 
form for the Board election last 
September, Marcel shocked me when 
he asked whether I thought he should 
run for reelection. He was obviously 
concerned about his health and his 
ability to preside over the Board under 
the circumstances – without actually 
saying that to me. Although I told him 
that he had earned the right to relax at 
home after so many years of service, I 
also said that the Board, and the 
Association, would benefit as much as 
ever from his continued presence. Deep 
down, I didn’t believe he would ever be 
happy sitting idly at home. 

Many of us will miss Marcel dearly. 
I’m thankful I had an opportunity to 
work with him and observe his leader-
ship, as well as getting to know the 
man. His legacy will have a lasting 
impact. 

He will be a tough act to follow. 
To read a very informative obituary 

about his life, go to bit.ly/mecax7. 
The family plans to hold a memorial 
service in the coming months when the 
conditions are safe for groups to 
assemble. 

If any resident wishes to share a 
personal perspective about Marcel for 
publication in the Dialogue, please 
submit it to Dialogue@MalibuEast.org. 
We will publish any submissions in the 
May issue, but we reserve the right to 
edit such comments or to reject them in 
their entirety. 

Richard Strauss (center) receives a certi-
ficate of appreciation from Board officers 
Thomas Vaughan and Marcel Molins in 
February 2016 (Photo by Tracy Poyser) 
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More 50th anniversary 
coverage 

A half century of Malibu East history 
is being celebrated this year, culminat-
ing in an anniversary party later this 
year if the COVID-19 restrictions permit 
it. 

Each issue of the Dialogue until then 
will run stories, features, 
nostalgic photos and perhaps 
even some quizzes leading up 
to the big event. We kicked off 

the series in February. 
This month, Ron Cohn presents the 

second in what we hope to be a series 
of profiles of original owners still living 
at Malibu East, accompanied, when 
available, by their photos from the ’70s 
and today. Also, the second in our 
“Walk down memory lane” articles 
takes an entertaining look back at “the 
way we were,” courtesy of Helen and 
Rosemary Lambin. 

This month we begin a decade-by-
decade timeline of noteworthy or 
interesting events at Malibu East and in 
the surrounding neighborhood, starting 
with the 1970s. 

We are compiling a list of prominent 
residents during our 50-year history – 
professional athletes, politicians, TV 
and radio personalities, etc. – but we 
need your help to build this list. If you 
know of any famous residents, past or 
present, let us know. 

We encourage readers’ suggestions 
for subject matter that would enhance 
this series and for any personal 
reminiscences and/or pictures they can 
share. We’re especially eager to hear 
from longtime residents about their 
cherished memories from our build-
ing’s early days. Photos of pre-2000 
Malibu East social events are particular-
ly desirable. We will return all photos. 

Whether it was in the 1970s or ’80s, 
or much more recently, what attracted 
you to Malibu East? What was it like for 
you that first year here – the good and 
the not-so-good – and how do you feel 
about your community today? What are 
your hopes for its future? 

If you have a contribution to our 
coverage or an idea, email us at 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org or leave a 
note at the front desk for Dialogue 
editor Neil Warner with your contact 
information. 

The Dialogue is counting on our 
neighbors to help bring the history of 
Malibu East to life. 

Second, they may cause burns on the 
membrane or furniture. And third, they 
may trigger an investigation that can 
end up being costly for the responsible 
parties. Please be considerate. 

CORONAVIRUS: At the time I am 
writing this article, Malibu East 
Condominium has been notified of one 
COVID-19 case in March 2021. As a 
reminder, the Board of Directors is 
insisting on residents wearing masks 
in the workout rooms, garage, 
elevators, and anywhere else in the 
common areas. 

URBAN DESIGN AND LANDSCAP-
ING: Helios Construction started the 
atrium renovation work on March 22. 
Management has issued correspond-
ence to inform residents of the logistics 
to enter and leave the building and 
garage. The traffic in and out of the 
atrium has been monitored by the staff 
during the construction hours. More 
robust construction work will take 
place in the coming weeks, and in-
creased inconveniences or delays to 
enter or leave the building and garage 
should also be expected. Helios will 
proceed with important excavation 
work in the 15-minute parking area 
facing Sheridan in order to proceed 
with the replacement of fire safety 
underground pipes. This fire safety 
work is essential to restore the opera-
tion of the Siamese couplings on 
Glenlake although there is a redundan-
cy system on Sheridan. The renovation 
work is expected to be completed by 
the end of May 2021, weather permit-
ting. 

BIKE AUDIT ALERT: About 50 bikes 
currently stored in the Bicycle Room 
are NOT yet equipped with the 2021 
large blue decal. It is imperative that 
bike owners register their bikes and 
apply the 2021 blue decal on their bikes 
by April 19 to prevent their bikes from 
being taken out of the Bicycle Room 
and disposed of 60 days later. Further-
more, the outdoor bike rack has been 
relocated to the old dog run in an effort 
to accommodate the renovation of the 
atrium; all remaining bikes have been 
detached from the bike rack and stored. 
Please contact management if you think 
that your bike was taken. Please make 
your visitors biking to the property 
aware of the temporary relocation of 
the outdoor bike rack. Damage and loss 
associated to any locks and bikes are 

Management report 
(Continued from page 3) 

the full responsibility of the bike 
owners. 

2021 DOG REGISTRATION: The 
Board of Directors has adopted a Dog 
Policy, complementary to the provi-
sions of the current dog rules and 
Declaration, that includes a new 
registration effective Jan. 1, 2021. The 
new registration contains a provision to 
the effect that dogs, regardless of breed 
or size, must be covered by the insur-
ance of the owners or renters. 

All dog owners must re-register 
their dogs regardless of whether they 
had registered their dogs in previous 
years, including 2020. All fobs associat-
ed to units with dogs registered in 2021 
will be activated to operate the dog run 
fob readers as soon as the first week of 
April (postponed from March); the 
other fobs will be reprogrammed so 
that they won’t operate the fob readers 
of the dog runs. 

Please be advised that you must 
register your dog(s) using the 2021 
form, with no more delay. The Board of 
Directors recently adopted a fine of 
$100 applicable to the owner of the unit 
where a dog lives unregistered in 2021. 
The 2021 form is available in the lobby, 
and was email blasted on Jan. 11. 

Q & A with LindaLindaLinda 

Returning a package 
through Receiving 
Room 
By Linda Eng 

Do you have a question about our 
building? If so, please contact me at 
questions@MalibuEast.org. 

Today’s question: Can I return a 
package through our Malibu East 
Receiving Room? 

Linda: Yes, for UPS, FedEx and USPS. 
If you print the return label and 

bring it along with your wrapped 
package, our wonderful Receiving 
Room staff will put the label on the 
package and return it when the next 
delivery/pickup is made. Deliveries are 
made daily by each of the three package 
shippers mentioned above. 

If you’re returning the package via 
FedEx overnight delivery, the staff asks 
that you make advance arrangements 
for a FedEx pickup, since FedEx Ground 
personnel may not accept overnight 
shipments. 

If you want to return an Amazon 
package, you must first request a return 
shipping label from Amazon. 
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One decade at a time 

Timeline of events at 
Malibu East during 
1970s 
By Neil Warner 

This is the first in a series of articles 
highlighting notable events at Malibu 
East during its 50-year history. We begin 
with the 1970s. 

When Malibu East was conceived by 
Herb Rosenthal of Dunbar Builders, the 

45-story, 499-unit high-rise 
with a projected cost of $22 
million was a test of his 
abundant confidence, with 

the concept of condominium living still 
relatively new. 

Rosenthal hired Hungarian-born 
John Macsai as the architect for Malibu 
East. Macsai designed buildings such as 
1150 N. Lake Shore Drive, Harbor 
House at Belmont and Sheridan, and the 
now-demolished Purple Hotel in 
Lincolnwood. 

Malibu East has undergone many 
changes during its 50 years of exist-
ence. Yet, the architectural elegance of 
the building’s exterior and its spacious 
lobby, the size of the individual units, 
the attraction of the large balconies, 
and the fact that every unit has a view 
of the lake have remained fixtures in 
the property’s appeal. 

In this article, we will identify a 
number of significant events at Malibu 
East, beginning prior to its construction 
and extending throughout the 1970s, as 
well as happenings that seem worthy of 
a mention, if only as curiosities. Limited 
source material from the mid-to-late 
’70s may have caused us to omit some 
significant events. 

September 1969 – Dunbar opened a 

two-story sales center at Thorndale and 
Sheridan with four furnished model 
condos. 

Spring 1970 – Construction of Malibu 
East began. 

Fall 1970 – Dunbar began an 
aggressive print advertising campaign 
to sell units, focusing on suburbanites. 

March 1971 – Grand opening of 
Malibu East, with six model homes and 
a sales center on the 21st floor. The 
sales center at Thorndale and Sheridan 
was torn down. There were approxi-
mately 170 unsold units, about one-
third of the building. 

Spring 1971 – A newly hired adver-
tising agency, Weber Cohn & Riley, 
began a series of radio commercials, 
again aimed at suburban commuters. 

June 1971 – The first newsletter for 
owners, Breezes from the Malibu East, 
announced a grand opening of the 
swimming pools on the Fourth of July, 
with a live seal being brought in to 
perform some tricks for the owners. 
The newsletter devoted two-thirds of a 
page to answering questions about 
when various common-area furnishings 
and amenities would be completed. For 
example, it said that the driveway and 
the pools would be finished by July 4, 
the balconies would be painted by Aug. 
1, and all hallways would be decorated 
and carpeted by Aug. 15. Plans were 
being finalized with a garage manage-
ment firm to begin operation in “30-60 
days.” There were no garage rules or 
assigned spaces yet. Joseph Geraci was 
the first property manager, with an 
office on the main floor. 

August 1971 – A valet service was 
opened in conjunction with the 
Receiving Room on the lower level, 
offering laundry, cleaning and tailoring 
services, as well as package delivery. 

September 1971 – An International 
Day party was held, with residents 
bringing their native food. A handball 
exhibition and a tennis match featuring 
local pros were held on-site. Dunbar 
had large color postcards of Malibu 
East available in its sales office. 

April 1972 – A Spring Get-Together 
was held in the Windjammer Hall, the 
building’s first resident party. Nearly 
200 people attended, with cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres being served. 

Late 1972 – The commercial mall, 
named the Captain’s Walk, was fin-
ished. Spaces for 14 businesses were 
built, with a food store, dentist’s office 
and gift shop among the early tenants. 

July 1973 – The first Malibu East 

Board of Directors was elected on July 
10, after the turnover of the building by 
Dunbar to the owners. More than 40 
candidates – incredible! – volunteered 
to run for the Board, and 400 out of 498 
eligible units cast ballots at Swift 
School. At the first Board meeting on 
July 24, Ray Blackstone was elected 
president, and six committees were 
established. 

1976 – A special assessment was 
levied on owners, to be paid in early 
1977. 

March 1977 – The Board chose 
Sudler & Co. to manage the property 
after interviewing five companies. The 
management contract with Sudler 
provided for payment of $4 per unit per 
month. 

1977 – The March Dialogue pub-
lished a list of the occupations of 
residents, with business executive the 
most common by far, followed by 
engineer, teacher and sales. The names 
of owners who were delinquent in their 
garage payments by more than 45 days 
were published in the newsletter. 
Regular activities included a yoga class, 
women’s exercise, backgammon club, 
art class and bridge club. The Captain’s 
Walk featured businesses such as White 
Hen Pantry, LaDora’s Beauty Salon, Man 
of Malibu (advertising “custom hair 
pieces, a California concept cut and 
conventional barbering”), Gold Coast 
Maid Service and an answering service. 
Present-day residents recall a “stylish 
women’s clothing store” in what is now 
the Bezz Training Club space. 

To read more about the early days of 
Malibu East, see Ron Cohn’s two-part 
series “The selling of Malibu East” in the 
May and July 2020 issues of the Dialogue, 
found at MalibuEast.org/Dialogue. 

Next: Happenings at Malibu East 
during the 1980s. 

An artist's rendering of the future Malibu 
East portrayed sailboats on the lake and a 
boat dock whose purpose was never real-
ized. This was an advertising postcard. 

This street-level photo shows a Malibu 
East in the latter stages of construction in 
1971. 
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 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Units under contract: 21E, 20G 

Units for sale: 32F, 32L 

Unit for rent: 37K 

dishes were brought which reflected the 
culinary uniqueness of the ethnic 
background of the residents. My memo-
ries of these events, friendships built, the 
use of the tennis court and pool, repre-
sent precious parts of my life at Malibu 
East.” 

Eleida’s career took her to a position 
as a school social worker with the 
Chicago Public Schools in 1973, where 
she progressed to supervisor and, 
eventually, director. She added a Master 
of Administrative Science degree to her 
education resume  in 1982. “I have been 
blessed with a very rewarding career,” 
she says. “I love my profession of social 
work and was honored to hold leadership 
positions as president of the Illinois 
Association of Social Workers and 
member of the board of the national 
association, Illinois chapter. 

She was not too busy with her growing 
professional responsibilities during this 
period to begin a very active involvement 
with the leadership of Malibu East. She 
served two tenures as a Board member – 
the first in the late 1970s or early ’80s 
and the second from 2007 to 2012. 

Travel is among Eleida’s numerous 
hobbies, and she has visited her family in 
Panama every year. Now that she is 
retired, she spends the winter there, 
although not this past year because of the 
pandemic. Throughout her time at Malibu 
East, her sisters, nieces, grandnephew 
and grandnieces have visited and stayed 
with her. 

Like the other “Originals” the Dialogue 
has interviewed, the appeals that first 
brought Eleida to Malibu East have 
remained strong enough for half a 
century to still satisfy her and her 
partner, with whom she formalized her 
long-term relationship in their unit 
surrounded by friends and family. She 
says that the list of those appeals keeping 
them here is led by location, with access 
to public transportation, the many 

businesses and amenities in the neigh-
borhood and, above all, the lake. Among 
other benefits of Malibu East, Eleida cites 
the multicultural diversity of the 
residents; the design and layout of the 
units, with their large balconies; and the 
safety and maintenance of the building. 

She feels that changes in the neighbor-
hood have been positive, for the most 
part, citing the new neighborhood 
library, a good selection of public and 
private schools, expansion of the Loyola 
campus – which is accessible to area 
residents – renovation of the CTA train 
stations, new restaurants, and improved 
walking/biking paths around the lake. 

Eleida is not without a “wish list” for 
improvements to our building, saying 
“the lower level needs new flooring, our 
halls need new carpeting, new appliances 
in the Laundry Room (current machines 
are rusting and causing damage to 
clothing), and I am not sure if the saunas 
have been renovated.” She adds, “I really 
would like to see residents be more 
considerate and abide by the Rules and 
Regulations of the Association so that we 
can all continue to enjoy living at Malibu 
East.” 

Eleida also wants to add one more 
personal note to her story: “Just a word 
of thanks to the Board members and 
management and its staff. Having been a 
Board member several times makes me 
be more appreciative of their work. 
Thank you.” 

Meet original owner 
Eleida Gomez 

By Ron Cohn 

Second installment in a 
series of profiles of Malibu 
East’s original owners. 

A Fulbright scholarship 
brought Eleida Gomez to the U.S. from 
her native Panama in 1964. She chose to 

study at the University of 
Minnesota, where she earned a 
master’s degree in social work 
in 1966. She returned to 

Panama that year but came here to 
Chicago in 1968 when she was offered a 
job with the Illinois Children’s Home & 
Aid Society. 

She was a social worker in the 
adoption unit of ICH&A in September 
1971 when she became a Malibu East 
“Original,” buying a two-bedroom unit on 
a high floor. 

“I had seen the architectural mock-up 
model and drawings displayed in a 
temporary structure at the corner of 
Thorndale and Sheridan,” Eleida recalls. 
“Once I visited the actual unit models on 
the 21st floor, I knew I had found the 
ideal view to which I wanted to wake up 
every morning. 

“I fell in love with the unit I ended up 
purchasing,” she went on, “because as 
you enter, the first thing you see is 
beautiful Lake Michigan. The changing 
skies and views are unprecedented and 
give one a completely different perspec-
tive of life.” 

Eleida still lives in the same unit, with 
her partner of 47 years, and reports that 
they have taken pride in various remod-
eling projects that have added to their 
enjoyment of living at Malibu East. 

“In the early years, there was a true 
spirit of camaraderie and appreciation 
among the residents,” she remembers. 
“There were potluck parties in which 

 

 Eleida in the ’70s Eleida in 2016 
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Successes under 
Molins’ leadership 

This is a partial list of Marcel Molins’ 
significant achievements as president, 
accomplished with the support of 
various boards: 
• A long period of financial stability 

for the Association. He oversaw an 
increase in the Reserve Fund from 
$194,630 at the end of 1986 to a 
peak of $6.9 million at the end of 
2017. 

• No special assessments during his 
tenure, despite the Association 
having completed major projects 
involving the balconies/facades, the 
garage, the Laundry Room, the 
elevators, as well as a raft of 
modifications to comply with the 
city’s life safety ordinance. He had 
been elected in 1986, shortly after 
the Board levied a series of three 
special assessments totaling $2.8 
million, which depressed unit 
values. 

• The purchase of the Captain’s Walk 
(now known as Malibu East Plaza) 
in 1999 for $300,000, giving the 
Association control over the type of 
businesses that leased spaces there. 
Also, a new HVAC system was 
installed and recent renovations 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

 

were made in the Plaza, as well as 
the construction of a stairwell to the 
boat dock from the Plaza. 

• The creation of an additional 
storage locker room in the Plaza. 

• Construction of accessible entrances 
to the tower and the Plaza. 

• Modernization of all five elevators, 
with state-of-the-art touch screens. 

• The relocation of the Management 
Office to the lobby from the fourth 
floor. 

• The refurbishing of the fourth-floor 
deck, with windscreens, gazebos, 
running and walking paths, and a 
new surface on the tennis court. 

• Expanding and enhancing the 
exercise facilities. 

• His longtime vision of making the 
boat dock into a space that could be 
used by residents, which may soon 
become a reality. 

• Increases in the market values of 
condo units at Malibu East – or, at 
least, smaller declines during the 
housing downturn of 2007-2012 – 
as a result of the Board’s policy to 
exercise its right of first refusal on a 
unit sale whenever it deemed the 
price to be too far below the 
intrinsic value of the unit. This is a 
strategy that few condo associations 
employ. As of last October, Malibu 

2020-21 Board of Directors 

East had purchased 39 units and 
sold 30 of them, increasing the 
recorded sales prices by 72% over 
the purchase prices and generating 
a GAAP profit of $995,000 for the 
Association. Moreover, the sales 
prices of our units, once woefully 
undervalued, are now more in line 
with the competition. Recent boards 
fully supported this strategy. 

Missing Cat – Grigio 
On February 24th my cat Grigio went missing from the 
hallway on the 30th floor during a furniture delivery, 
and I need your help! His bonded brother and I dearly 
miss him! I am offering a generous $$$ reward for any 

information regarding his 
whereabouts and safe return 
home. No questions asked. If 
located, please call or text 773
-919-9702, bring him to unit 
#30D, or contact any Malibu 
East staff member. Thank you!  
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2021 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 
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Changes in 
Edgewater: 1970s 
By Beth Robinson 

When it was built in 1971, Malibu 
East joined a string of high-rises that 
lined Sheridan Road in Edgewater in 
what was to become the most densely 
populated community in the city. 
During the decade of the ’70s condo-

miniums became very 
popular. Not only were new 
condominium buildings going 
up, but existing rental 

buildings were being converted to 
condos, creating a huge community of 
property owners who were invested in 
the community. 

Edgewater high-rises got national 
attention when the opening sequence of 
“The Bob Newhart Show” featured a 
psychologist, played by Bob Newhart, 
heading home to the Thorndale Beach 
building at 5901 N. Sheridan Road each 
week from 1972 to 1978. 

At the same time, the neighborhood 
lost a historic icon, the Edgewater 
Beach Hotel, which was located on 
Sheridan Road at Berwyn Avenue. The 
luxury resort hotel opened in 1916 and 
welcomed a long list of high-profile 
guests, including Babe Ruth, Charles 
Chaplin, Frank Sinatra and Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. In the 1950s the 
hotel began to lose business, and in 
1967 it abruptly declared bankruptcy 
and closed. For a brief time Loyola 
University housed students in the hotel, 
but by mid-1971 the hotel had been 
demolished to make way for new high-
rises. What remains from this complex 
is the Edgewater Beach Apartments 
(the “pink building”) at Sheridan and 
Bryn Mawr. 

Though Edgewater has had a long 
history, it was not officially designated 
as a Chicago Community Area for 
planning purposes, and advocates 
wanted recognition for the area’s 
unique identity and support for 
community improvements. In 1885 the 
developer John Cochran created 
Edgewater, which was an affluent 
residential community. To the south, 
Uptown became a well-known commer-
cial center and entertainment district 
with a vibrant nightlife. 

When the University of Chicago 
created 75 Community Areas for the 
city map in the 1930s, both Edgewater 
and Uptown were included in the 
Uptown Community. But Edgewater 

residents felt that their neighborhoods 
were distinct from Uptown’s, with 
different needs for community im-
provement. The Edgewater Community 
Council, formed in 1960, fought to 
elevate the image of Edgewater and 
address its community’s needs. During 
the 1970s Uptown faced serious issues 
of crime and deterioration, which were 
seen as overshadowing concerns for the 
Edgewater neighborhoods. 

Edgewater wanted to improve the 
housing quality in the Winthrop-
Kenmore corridor and bring amenities 
and improvements to the area. In 1973 
the neighborhood was successful in 
getting its own new branch of the 
Chicago Public Library. 

When redistricting took place based 
on the 1970 census, the boundaries of 
the 48th Ward moved north, encom-
passing more of Edgewater. As a result, 
for the first time Edgewater residents 
comprised a majority of the voters in 
the ward. 

Edgewater residents organized 
around community housing issues and 
raised public awareness of the neigh-
borhood’s identity and interests. By the 
late 1970s the Edgewater Community 
Council drafted a statement declaring 
that Edgewater was a historic area in its 
own right. In 1980 the city officially 
designated Edgewater as Community 
Area 77, one of only two areas added 

since the original designations were 
made. 

In the late ’70s, as part of the CTA 
modernization plan for the north end of 
the Howard “L” line, the Granville 
station and platform were renovated 
and equipped with an elevator. As such 
it was among the first modern CTA 
stations designed to accommodate 
customers with disabilities. 

Next: Changes in Edgewater during 
the 1980s. 


