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By Ron Cohn 
Many Malibu East 

residents watch Tom 
Skilling on TV with a sense 
of pride that they can claim 
a celebrity weatherman as 
a neighbor, but few realize the dedica-
tion it has taken for him to earn a place 
on their screen – or the national 
recognition his work has garnered. 

Tom’s love of what he does comes 
through clearly on the WGN Evening 
News at 5 p.m., the WGN News at Nine 
and the WGN News at Ten. So does the 
impression that behind his friendly, 
engaging on-camera style he must be a 
genuinely good guy. You can’t make this 
stuff up. This is not a TV persona; this is 
the real Tom Skilling, as those who 
know him will be quick to tell you. 

Actually, he regrets that he doesn’t 
get a chance to know more of us. “You 
know, I work a 12- to 14-hour day and I 
come home at night, so I’m not a good 
one for interacting, except on the 
elevator,” he said. “Of course, I’d like to 

know more neighbors in the building 
better – I know a lot by face but not by 
name – but I work weird hours and I’m 
out of sync with the rest of the world. In 
my profession, we work when everyone 
else is home, watching us.” 

An exalted career started 
with a paper route 

Tom has lived at Malibu East for 38 
years, nearly as long he has been with 
WGN Channel 9, where he celebrates 
his 42rd anniversary this month. His 
distinguished career has earned him 
accolades as a respected meteorologist 
both locally and nationally, known for 
his in-depth reports, his use of state-of-
the-art technology and his infectious 
enthusiasm. He has won Emmy Awards 

and received the 1997 Award for 
Outstanding Service for a Broadcast 
Meteorologist from the American 
Meteorology Society and the Broadcast 
Pioneer Award from the Illinois 
Broadcasters Association. He has been 
awarded honorary doctorates at Lewis 
University, St. Mary’s of Minnesota and 
Aurora University. 

Since 1997 he has also been a driving 
force behind the Chicago Tribune’s 
weather page and in 2008 started 
providing weather reports to WGN 
Radio. 

Tom’s fascination with the weather 
has been a lifelong love affair. As a kid 
in Aurora, he invested his paper route 
earnings in meteorological instruments, 
having been captivated by the way 
clouds in the Midwest looked different 
from those he’d seen around his early 
boyhood home in New Jersey. As a 
young teen, he scanned the New York 
Times along with other newspapers in 
order to watch patterns of weather 

Tom Skilling – a neighbor known by millions 
across the country, a pursuit that 
landed him an on-air job at Aurora 
radio station WKKD at the unheard-of 
age of 14! 

“I wrote them a letter, eight pages 
long as it turned out,” Tom recalled. “I 
didn’t tell my parents I was doing it. I 
just thought a radio station could do 
anything, including getting me some 
better weather maps.” After some back-
and-forth, they said yes to the maps and 
came up with an even better deal. 
“We’d pick up the maps every morning 
at the Aurora post office. I’d study them 
and record the weather forecasts for 
broadcast before I headed off to West 
Aurora High School each day.” He did 
an update later the same day, he 
remembered, and “also did other jobs 
for the station, like cutting the grass 
and washing the windows.” 

After three years with WKKD, while 
still going to school during the day, Tom 
got his first TV weather slot at WLXT, 
Aurora. Upon graduation, he moved on 
to the University of Wisconsin, studying 
meteorology and journalism – and 
another television job, on WKOW, 
Madison, as well as on WTSO Radio. 
Wisconsin was a great school for 
weather study, Tom said. “It’s the 
birthplace of satellite meteorology. 
We’d sit in classrooms and watch, for 
the first time in history, real-time 
animations of hurricanes making 
landfall from high-altitude satellites in 
geosynchronous orbit. They revolution-
ized weather forecasting there.” 

Hitting the big-time in 
weather and broadcasting 

After four years in Madison, Tom was 
drawn to WTLV, the Jacksonville, 

(Continued on page 8) 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Happy hour 
Friday, Aug. 6 
5:30 p.m. - North Deck / WJR 

Board candidates’ deadline 
Monday, Aug. 9 
Applications due by 5 p.m. 

Pool party 
Saturday, Aug. 14 
4-7 p.m. - South Deck 

Movie night 
Sunday, Aug. 22 
8:00 p.m. - North Deck (or WJR) 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, Aug. 24 
7:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Meet the Candidates Night 
Wednesday, Aug. 25 
7:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. For more 
events: malibueast.org/calendar 

Our condolences 
to the family  
and friends of 

David Kelley 
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Restaurant review 

Parson’s brings 
winning formula to 
Clark Street 

Sixteen months had passed since the 
Dialogue Diners last visited 5721 N. 
Clark St. At that time, we were checking 
out the recently opened Stone Fox. Alas, 
Stone Fox closed its doors in December 
2019, even before the pandemic hit. 

Fast-forward to this summer, when 
Parson’s Chicken & Fish opened its 
fourth Chicago restaurant. In the past 
decade, the location had been the home 
to Kingfisher Seafood Restaurant & Bar, 
Pork Shoppe and Stone Fox. Before that, 
there was Arkadash Cafe, which 
featured Turkish food, a singer and a 
belly dancer, and Felice’s Round Table, 
which had a long run in this spot. 

According to the Edgewater Histori-
cal Society, this Andersonville landmark 
has been a saloon and restaurant since 
it was built in 1894, with an addition in 
1909. “When it was built, it served the 
people attending funerals at Rosehill 
Cemetery as the cemetery private 
entrance drive was just across the 
street,” according to EHS. The building 
predated many of the other buildings 
on Clark Street. It has a distinctive 
pressed metal turret with a rounded 
tower roof at the northwest corner, but 
the exterior of the first floor has been 
altered. 

Seven Dialogue Diners ventured out 
on a Thursday evening in July to 
Parson’s, a month after its opening. We 
sat at one of the long picnic tables on 
the large patio, where umbrellas 
provide some shade on sunny days. 
Anita and Ron called the outdoor 
seating “less than comfortable,” and 
they, as well as Nancy, thought the 
music was too loud, rendering conver-
sation a challenge. Our proximity to a 
loudspeaker may have been partly 
responsible. Families were playing ping
-pong nearby, and there is a bar on the 
patio. 

Parson’s is open from 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m. daily, but there is just one menu 
regardless of when you choose to dine. 
It focuses on chicken and fish, as 
entrees or sandwiches, along with a 
double cheeseburger and a couple of 
salads. Many of the chicken sandwiches 
come with Parson’s red hot sauce, but if 
you like a turbocharge of heat, you can 
also get the very spicy Nashville-style 
chicken. They also offer raw oysters; 

side dishes such as hush puppies, 
french fries, and mac and cheese; and 
eight dipping sauces. Parson’s has a 
long list of alcoholic beverages, 
including cocktails, frozen cocktails, 
beer cocktails, beers, a few wines and 
even a house-made pickle soda. The 
two desserts are a puffed rice crispy 
treat and Bang Bang pie. 

Everyone in our group praised the 
food and drinks. 

We began sharing two orders of 
Parson’s “famous” hush puppies, a 
delicious version made with Slagel 
Family Farm ham hock, cream cheese, 
scallions and Three Sisters Garden 
cornmeal, and served with spicy mayo. 
The exterior was crispy and the interior 
creamy, with lots of flavor. Ron and 
Nancy found the spicy mayo to be too 
spicy, but others enjoyed the dish. Neil 
called these the best hush puppies he 
has eaten. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Four of us ordered the three-piece 

portion of fried fish ($9), served a la 
carte with tartar sauce. We all agreed 
that the fish tasted fresh (just as the 
menu boasted, “never frozen”) and 
flavorful, with a light, crisp coating. The 
three-piece portion is large enough if 
you supplement it with a side dish or 
salad. Several of us shared the Southern 
creamy slaw, which Helen found a bit 
too sweet for her taste. 

Anita ordered the shrimp basket 
($16), which comes with fries. She 
observed that the menu promised eight 
“jumbo” shrimp and she had been 
skeptical, but was not disappointed – 
she was happy with their size, flavor 
and degree of crunchiness. She said the 
coating was crispy, the shrimp tender 
and not mushy. The fries were good too 
– they come with a choice of dipping 
sauce or ketchup – but the dish should 
have included cole slaw, she thought. 

Ron had the featured fried chicken 
sandwich ($11) – made with a chicken 
thigh and topped with American 
cheese, lettuce, pickles, garlic mayo and 
Parson’s red hot sauce on a brioche bun 
– and thought it was excellent. 

Debbie ordered two side dishes for 
her meal: mac and cheese ($7) and 
chickpea salad ($8). She liked both, but 

particularly the mac and cheese, which 
reminded her of versions she had while 
growing up. It was made with a large 
tubular pasta, a blend of three cheeses 
and parmesan breadcrumbs that 
provided a nice, crunchy topping. Nancy 
called the dish “nice and cheesy … great 
comfort food.” Neil sampled the 
chickpea salad and found it almost 
addictive, accented with pea shoots, 
onions, farmer’s cheese and herb 
vinaigrette. 

Alcoholic beverages include some 
enticing choices, including Parson’s 
original negroni slushy ($11). Neil tried 
a different frozen drink, the Pisco 
Control, and said it was a home run. 
Anita had the local Hopewell brewery’s 
pils and reported her German taste 
buds found it satisfactory. Ron was 
gratified the bar list included Belvedere 
vodka. Helen reported her margarita 
was lovely. 

All of our diners gave kudos to our 
server Gavit, saying he was friendly, 
efficient and extremely attentive. 

Although we didn’t eat inside the 
restaurant, Nancy spent some time 
indoors waiting for the group to arrive, 
later commenting, “It gets loud in 
there.” The indoor space is open, with 
the tables well-spaced and very high 
ceilings. 

Parson’s has hit on a successful 
formula, with good food and drinks and 
moderate prices at locations that offer 
spacious patios and high-energy indoor 
spaces. Because the restaurant current-
ly takes reservations only for parties of 
10 or more, and only on the patio, you 
may have to wait to be seated if you go 
at a busy time. 

 
Parson’s Chicken & Fish 
5721 N. Clark 
773-654-1141 
www.parsonschickenandfish.com 

By Neil Warner 

There was no Board meeting in July. 

What’s happening 
around the building 

by Violette Deschamps, 
Malibu East Manager 

The management report will return 
next month. 
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Malibu East by decade 

Association survives 
Great Recession, 
makes notable 
upgrades 
By Neil Warner 

This is the fifth in a series of articles 
highlighting notable events at Malibu 
East during its 50-year history. 

Although the Great Recession had 
technically ended in June 2009, Malibu 

East was still trying to retain 
some semblance of normalcy 
as the 2010s began. The net 
worth of U.S. households had 

fallen 20% in just two years. 
The effects of the Great Recession 

were particularly felt in home prices, 
which fell 30%, on average, from their 
mid-2006 peak to mid-2009. With easy 
credit having lured many unqualified 
home buyers into the market, with 
minimal down payments, many 
homeowners found that they owed 
more on their mortgages than the now-
depressed value of their homes. 
Foreclosures became commonplace, 
and Malibu East was no exception. 
Delinquencies soared. The Board of 
Directors saw a steady stream of sales 
contracts on units at prices that were 
20% to 40% lower than just before the 
financial crisis hit. 

Unlike most condo associations, the 
Board took a proactive approach, 
utilizing a provision in the Declaration 
that enabled it to exercise its right of 
first refusal when presented with a 
sales contract that it considered too far 
below fair value. With a Replacement 
Fund balance in excess of $3 million, it 
had the cushion to fully embrace that 
strategy. 

The Board leased some of the units, 
usually with minimal renovations, 
providing a welcome cash flow for the 
Association, and a return that easily 
exceeded the miniscule interest that 
short-term CDs were paying. At that 
time, the demand for rental properties 
was greater than from home buyers. 
With many of the units, however, the 
Board undertook substantial renova-
tions, adding features that were sought 
by buyers. With the Association owning 
as many as 23 units for a brief time in 
early 2016, the Board instituted a Units 
Committee, chaired by Carl Stahlheber, 
to establish a protocol for the renova-
tions and advise the Board as to 

was inconvenient for residents through 
much of 2016, but it paid off. The once-
problematic elevators have become 
much more dependable, and we have 
beautiful, modern cabs with touch 
screens that display the time and 
weather. 

Carl Chadek, chair of the Aesthetics 
and Building Services Committee, 
shepherded the Laundry Room and 
elevator modernization projects, along 
with the other committee members and 
directors. 

Malibu East took a major step 
forward in 2014 when it signed 
contracts with USA Wireless and 
HiPoint Technology Services to provide 
the latest in satellite TV and internet 
services to residents. Under the 
contract, USA Wireless wired our 
building on the exterior, coring holes in 
the balcony floors and running the TV 
and internet wires up the balcony walls, 
which were then covered by off-white 
steel molding. The workers then drilled 
small holes into the first bedroom of 
each unit, fishing the wires through 
them. Communications and Cable 
Committee chair Tom Vaughan came up 
with a survey that residents completed 
and he oversaw all of the preliminary 
vetting of vendors and then the 
implementation of the work. This was 
the first bulk contract for internet 
service that the Association had entered 
into. 

Another project that caused a major 
hit to the budget was the requirement 
to comply with the city’s new Life 
Safety Ordinance. With work beginning 
in 2013, more than $500,000 was spent 
to comply, including the installation of 
one- and two-way voice communication 
systems that the Chicago Fire Depart-
ment can use during a building emer-
gency. A city inspector came to the 
building on at least two occasions to 
inspect individual units, ensuring that 
door closures were working properly. 

Among the other improvements the 
Association accomplished during the 
2010s were a new Billiard Room in 
2011, modification of the Plaza re-
strooms to be ADA-compliant, the 
installation of tiny doors on various 
floors that enable plumbers to periodi-
cally rod the main kitchen drains in 
each tier, new LED lighting in the 
garage, renovation of the men’s and 
women’s saunas on the fourth floor, 
new furniture in the Windjammer 

(Continued on page 11) 

whether the unit should be sold or 
leased. 

Beginning in December 2008, the 
Board bought 39 units and sold 28 of 
them as of September 2019, recording a 
$985,000 profit. More importantly, 
since the primary goal of this strategy 
was to maintain the value of Malibu 
East’s units for their owners, the 
recorded sales prices of the units the 
Association sold were, on average, 72% 
higher than the purchase prices. 

With the majority of work having 
been finished in 2011 on a garage 
project that began in 2004, the Board 
turned its attention in 2012 to rehabili-
tating a boat dock that most residents 
had never seen or used, and repairing 
the HVAC system in the Plaza after the 
commercial tenants suffered through 
much of August 2012 without proper 
air conditioning. 

When it came to selecting a vendor 
for the Laundry Room in 2012, the 
Board discovered that more electrical 
capacity was needed to accommodate 
the newer, more efficient equipment, as 
well as better air intake and exhaust to 
power the dryers. When the problemat-
ic drains in the room were examined, it 
was found that the drains and drain-
pipes needed to be replaced, as well as 
the water supply plumbing and 
electrical wires. The Board also 
replaced the HVAC system servicing the 
room and one of the water heaters. A 
project that typically caused 1-2 weeks 
of inconvenience for residents became 
a protracted undertaking, forcing 
residents to find alternative laundry 
services. 

When the project was finished, 
though, Malibu East had a beautiful 
Laundry Room with state-of-the-art 
equipment, including more efficient 
front-loading washing machines and 
several large-capacity washers and 
dryers, flooring tiles, ceiling fans, a 
commercial-grade sink, a card payment 
system to replace the use of quarters, 
and minimal increases in the cost of 
using the machines. In addition, the 
more efficient washers reduced our 
water usage, no minor factor in an era 
when our water and sewer rates were 
skyrocketing. Topping it off, resident 
artist Tracy Poyser donated her 
exquisite photographs to grace the 
walls of the room. 

Another major accomplishment 
during the decade was the moderniza-
tion of our elevators, both the mechani-
cals and the cab interiors. The project 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
The armory has reopened to the 
public, with limited park program-
ming. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO NORTHSIDE AARP 
COMMUNITY GROUP 
Seniors group meets via Zoom at 
12:30 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 
month (Aug. 3). 
bit.ly/mecax1 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, Aug. 17, 7 p.m. 
(third Tuesday of the month) 
Sign up for Zoom meeting at 
CAPS.024District@chicagopolice.org 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: noon-7 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Sun. 1-5 p.m. 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Current exhibits: “The Chicago 
Conspiracy Trial: One Juror’s Ordeal,” 
“Edgewater Beach Hotel: 100 Years 
Later” and “High Water and Hell” 
See website for schedule of walking 
tours and free live music perfor-
mances. 
Regular museum hours: 
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR 
CENTER 
Now open for in-person, socially 
distanced dining of enhanced box 
lunches, Mon.-Fri., two seatings:  
10:30-11:30 a.m. and noon-1 p.m. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
Online programs via Zoom to engage 
and support older adults. 
www.EVChicago.org 
 

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

E-WASTE RECYCLING 
Streets and Sanitation Dept. is 
partner-ing with Dept. of Health to 
collect electronic waste for recycling. 
Items accepted include computers, 
monitors, TVs, printers, keyboards, 
mice, VCRs, DVD players, video game 
consoles, MP3 players, iPods. 
Streets and Sanitation Div. 1 yard 
6441 N. Ravenswood 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Aug. 4, Sept. 1, Oct. 6, 
Nov. 3, Dec. 1 

FARMERS MARKETS 
Andersonville: 3-7 p.m. Wed. 
On Catalpa betw. Clark & Ashland 
andersonvillemarket.org 
Edgewater: 3-7 p.m. Mon. 
Broadway Armory parking lot 
Evanston: 7:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat. 
At University Place & Oak Ave. 
EvanstonFarmersMarkets.org 
Glenwood: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sun. 
On Pratt betw. Sheridan & Lakewood 
glenwoodsundaymarket.org 
Uptown: 2:30-7 p.m. Wed. 
At Wilson & Broadway 
www.chicagomarket.coop/
uptownfarmersmarket 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Online programs for persons 60 and 
over.  
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
whitecranewellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

Most theaters remain closed until 
further notice, but many are provid-
ing virtual programming. 

COLVIN HOUSE 
The Courtyard Series 
Performers show off their talents in 
the historic Colvin House’s stunning 
courtyard. Thru Sept. 28. Ticket 
prices vary. Go to website for details.  
5940 N. Sheridan 
773-654-2999 
colvinhouseevents.com/ 
the-courtyard-series/ 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
No events scheduled. 

Community forum hits 
on many topics 
By Linda Eng 

Well, it happened … 19 
months after the previous 
one, the fourth community 
forum was held in the 
Windjammer Room. About 
30-40 individuals stopped in for a short 
social period before the group settled 
down for some information and 
sharing. 

Sam Bullock, the Community Forum 
Committee co-chair, shared information 
for living in a high-rise. He presented 
some helpful reminders, such as 
protecting our balconies by placing a 
protective cap on the feet of metal 
furniture and notifying management of 
any tear created in the balcony mem-
brane so that it can be repaired. Other 
practical tips that residents can follow 
to keep our building cleaner, safer and 
ensure its longevity were suggested. 

The importance of adhering to the 
recycling guidelines was discussed. 
Placing dirty or unauthorized items in a 
recycling bin can cause the entire batch 
of recyclables to be discarded in landfill 
and result in a fine for the Association, 
which the residents ultimately pay for. 
If the recyclable contains food residue, 
clean it out. Cardboard boxes should be 
flattened. If you are in doubt that the 
item is recyclable, put it in the garbage. 

Other topics covered during the 
meeting: 

Limited proxy – This allows our 
Board president to accumulate the 
necessary percentage of votes from unit 
owners when making decisions about 
buying/selling underpriced condos in 
our building. You can get the form in 
the Management Office. These proxies 
are revocable and apply only to the 
Association’s purchase and sale of 
individual units. 

Laundry Room – We have a new 
contract with our laundry vendor, and 
new machines are coming soon. In the 
meantime, keep the doors of the 
washing machines open after use so 
that mold won’t develop. 

Garbage disposals – Don’t use them if 
you can help it. Fibrous food can cause 
blockages in our pipes, so throw it in 
the trash instead. The building’s pipes 
are 50 years old, so be kind to them. 

Pet accident – If it happens, notify the 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Walk down memory lane 

1971: Features of film 

By Helen Reichert Lambin 
and Rosemary J. Lambin 

With Malibu East turning 50 years old 
this year, the Dialogue is commemorat-
ing our founding with a look back at 

what was happening in society 
when residents began moving 
into the building in 1971. The 
trip down memory lane 

continues this month with a retrospec-
tion of the movie scene in ’71. 

“Do you want to go to a movie?” 
“Do you want to go see a film?” 
Which would you have said in 1971? 

Or maybe say now? 
So, let’s look back at some movies, or 

films. There were a lot of films going 
around on the big screen in 1971, but 
there isn’t room for them all here. For 
the purpose of this article, we’ll start 
with the top 10, according to Wikipedia. 
What films and which stars belong in 
the top 10 is a matter for discussion, 
preferably civil. But here the term 
refers to the top 10 in box-office 
revenues. 

No. 2 was Billy Jack, a Western and an 
independent film, written, produced 
and directed by Tom Laughlin, and 
starring Tom Laughlin. It was based on 
the real-life story of Cherokee medicine 
man Rolling Thunder and his effect on 
America, focusing attention on issues 
about prejudices toward Native 
Americans and Vietnam veterans. 

Nos. 3 through 10 covered classic 
themes such as crime, coming of age, 
thwarted romance and obsession, 
including such movies as The French 
Connection, The Summer of ’42, Dia-
monds Are Forever, Dirty Harry, A 
Clockwork Orange, Carnal Knowledge, 
The Last Picture Show and, finally as No. 
10, the horror film Willard. 

Finally, drum roll please, No. 1: 
Fiddler on the Roof, starring Topol as 
Tevye and Norma Crane as Golde, a 
constellation of others and, above all, 
the musical score and the dancing. 

The film was adapted from the 1962 
Broadway musical, with the screenplay 
by Joseph Stein based on stories by 
Sholem Aleichem. The lyrics were by 
Shelden Harnick, and the music was 
composed by Jerry Bock. Who could 
resist trying to sing some of the show’s 
songs, like “Tradition,” “Annatevka” and 
the lovely “Sunrise, Sunset”? And who 
could not be mesmerized by “The Bottle 
Dance” in the wedding scene. (You can 

find it on YouTube.) 
The French Connection walked off 

with an armful of Oscars in April 1972 
for best film, best director, best actor 
and best adapted screenplay. It did well 
in the February 1972 Golden Globe 
Awards, too. However, Fiddler on the 
Roof won Golden Globes for best film 
and best actor in the comedy or musical 
category. The best original songs for 
movies were “Theme from Shaft” from 
the film Shaft (Oscar) and “Life Is What 
You Make It” from Kotch (Golden 
Globe). 

Then, there was the cast of movie 
characters. Again, drum roll please. 

For best actress the Oscar went to 
Jane Fonda in Klute. According to 
Wikipedia, she was named for the third 
wife of Henry VIII, Jane Seymour, who 
was a distant relative on her mother’s 
side. The actual role of spouse of King 
Henry VIII was not one you would want 
to audition for. 

Winning the Oscar for best actor was 
Gene Hackman in The French Connec-
tion. Also nominated were Peter Finch, 
in Sunday Bloody Sunday, Walter 
Matthau in Kotch, George C. Scott in The 
Hospital, and Topol in Fiddler. 

We wouldn’t want to omit the best 
supporting actor and actress categories, 
since sometimes they not only support 
the show but steal it. So here are the 
Oscar nominees, with the winner listed 
first. Best supporting actress: Ann-
Margret in Carnal Knowledge, Ellen 
Burstyn in The Last Picture Show, 
Barbara Harris in Who Is Harry Keller-
man and Why Is He Saying Those 
Terrible Things About Me? (no, we 
didn’t make that one up), and Margaret 
Leighton in The Go-Between. 

For best supporting actor: Ben 
Johnson in The Last Picture Show, Jeff 
Bridges in The Last Picture Show, 
Leonard Frey in Fiddler on the Roof, 
Richard Haeckel in Sometimes a Great 
Notion, and Roy Scheider in The French 
Connection. Scheider would become a 
legend four years later in Jaws, with the 
assistance of Robert Shaw and a really 
scary shark. 

As a reminder that fame can be 
fleeting, how many of these names are 
still memorable now? 

Then there were the children’s films 
of 1971, but apparently not many of 
them. If you Google “1971,” you might 
come up with three: Willie Wonka and 
the Chocolate Factory, Bedknobs and 
Broomsticks, and a favorite of adults as 
well, Fiddler on the Roof. Maybe music 

mattered for children as well as grown-
ups. Bedknobs and Broomsticks, for 
example, had “Don’t Let Me Down” (a 
Disney song), “Eglantine” and 
“Portobello Road.” 

Willie Wonka had songs such as 
“Cheer Up, Charlie,” “I Want It Now” 
and, of course, for children of all ages, 
“Oompa-Loompa-Doompa-De-Do,” 
performed by (who else?) the Oompa 
Loompas. 

Which brings us back (almost) to 
Fiddler on the Roof, which seems 
appropriate. Over the 50 years since 
1971, Malibu East’s staff and residents 
have seen a lot of sunrise, sunset – and 
are looking forward to many more. 

Q & A with LindaLindaLinda 

Malibu East 
penthouse? 
By Linda Eng 

Two more questions this month: 
I have heard talk that we have a 

penthouse on the 45th floor. Exactly 
what is up there? 

Linda: The 45th floor is set up just 
like your floor, with the units having 
been constructed the same as those 
directly below, except for their nine-
foot ceilings. We do have penthouses, 
however, just not in the sense that you 
may imagine. Our two penthouses are 
located over the elevator shafts 
(passenger and service) and they 
contain elevator mechanicals, TV/
internet infrastructure and the build-
ing’s fresh air and exhaust fans. They 
also offer our maintenance staff access 
to the roof. They are devoid of windows 
and are not capable of being glamorous 
living quarters. 

What do I do when someone is 
playing music in the middle of the 
night and keeping me awake? [I’ve 
had unwanted noise such as line 
dance practice above me! – Linda] 

Linda: We have security and we have 
a doorman 24/7. So, pick up your 
phone and call down to the desk. Ask 
the doorman to contact the offender 
and request they lower the volume. If 
that doesn’t succeed, you can call 911. 

Do you have a question about Malibu 
East? You only need to reach out to 
Linda at questions@MalibuEast.org 
and I will find an answer. 
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Florida, NBC affiliate. “The station had 
the first weather radar I worked with, a 
modified aircraft radar,” he said. “The 
Navy Hurricane Hunters flew out of the 
Jacksonville Naval Air Station and I was 
able to accompany them on a mission 
into a hurricane for my first time.” 

He said he liked Florida but missed 
the changing of the seasons. After a 
year he responded to an offer from the 
ABC affiliate in Milwaukee, WITI. “I 
loved Milwaukee,” Tom recounted, “and 
was able to perfect my knowledge of 
lake-effect weather forecasting, 
including the prediction of lake-effect 
snow. We also put in a very complex 
weather radar, far beyond what I 
worked with in Jacksonville.” 

During his three years there, WITI 
became Milwaukee’s No. 1 late-evening 
news channel, bypassing perennial local 
news leader WTMJ. That was probably 
responsible for the call from WGN in 
1978 that resulted in an “on-air” 
audition and the offer of a full-time job, 
initially doing WGN’s weekend weather 
reports. The rest, as they say, is history. 

When Tom met Sandy, 
a real estate love story 

With a solid, new WGN contract 
nailed down, Tom and his parents 
decided that he should find himself a 
place to live in the city. His father asked 
if he could tag along and they started 
looking along the Drive. Their first stop 
was a rental building where they met a 
young real estate agent named Sandy 
Chaet. After they spoke for a while, she 
said she could probably get fired for 
saying so but thought Tom should be 
buying a condo. She even offered to let 
Tom and his dad take a look at where 
she lived. 

“I just thought that Malibu East 
would be perfect for him,” Sandy 
remembered. “My workday was over, 
so they came over, took a look at the 
building and at my place and really 
liked it. On the way out, they saw a sign 
on the garage bulletin board for unit 
31C, for sale by owner, and that was it.” 

“I loved Malibu East from the minute 
I saw it, and didn’t hesitate. I had to 
have it,” Tom said. “I paid $72,500 for 

Tom Skilling 
(Continued from page 1) 

31C, and since I had owned a condo in 
Milwaukee and made a little money 
when I sold it, the down payment 
wasn’t much of a problem.” 

Sandy, who has had a profound effect 
on Malibu East over the intervening 
years as a longtime Board member, 
Social Committee chair and community 
leader, treasures that memory and the 
friendship with Tom that resulted. 

“I think that was karma,” Tom said. “I 
think that somehow, somewhere, Sandy 
and I were supposed to intersect. We 
were both young kids. She was a 
teacher, and real estate was her second 
job, but she really changed my life. 
She’s a sweetheart. Every time I see her, 
I recall that story.” 

No better place for a weatherman 

In 2009, Tom enlarged his footprint 
substantially in Malibu East, buying a 
combined A/B unit and sharing it with 
his fellow WGN on-air personality, 
morning news anchor Sean Lewis, and 
several pets. 

“I wouldn’t live anywhere else in the 
city,” Tom related. “First of all, being a 
meteorologist, nothing can compare to 
living on the lake. I love looking at it, I 
love the sound of it. I’ve always been 
interested in water, even as a little kid 
when we went to the Jersey shore,” he 
said. “I remember that the man from 
whom I bought 31C said to me that 
what he loved most about living here 
was the lake … how you look out there 
and the appearance is different every 
single day.” 

Tom swept his arm across the broad, 
blue panorama outside his vast, east-
facing kitchen. “I love this place! We put 
a TV camera out there on the balcony. 
You know,” he continued, “we set up a 
real studio in the other room and 
broadcasted by remote from here for 
the whole time we were shut down for 
the pandemic and when I was recuper-
ating from gastric bypass surgery.” 

He is not the least bit hesitant to talk 
about that surgery, which resulted in 
his loss of 130 pounds, a significant 
benefit to his health, and drastically 
changed his appearance – much for the 
better, his friends and fans agree. 

A life-changing, perhaps 
life-saving decision 

“I’d been contemplating this surgery 
for years,” he said. “I knew I had to lose 
weight and I tried everything. You go 
on a diet and you start losing weight 
and you feel good and then you stop. I 

had even tried working with an 
exercise coach and I wrecked a shoul-
der in that process. I’m not much of a 
gym rat. 

“My weight was seriously affecting 
my health,” he continued. “I had gone 
diabetic. I had high cholesterol. I had 
gotten to the point I couldn’t walk three 
blocks to the farmers market without 
being wasted and feeling physically ill. I 
couldn’t go up a flight of stairs. I was on 
CPAP. I would get up and feel shortness 
of breath and I had gone through a 
whole battery of tests.” 

Tom said his weight had become an 
issue at work, as well. “I knew I was 
overweight, but I look in horror at the 
pictures of me from back then. Whenev-
er I saw the promos they ran with fat 
Tom on there, it was embarrassing to 
me. 

“I brought it up to my doctor a couple 
years ago,” Tom said. “ ‘Do you think 
I’m a candidate for one of these gastric 
surgeries I hear about?’ I asked her. I 
didn’t even know what they were 
called. She said gastric bypass, and she 
said the only experience she’d had was 
with one woman who had reached 350 
pounds 10 years ago and she under-
went it. ‘All I can tell you,’ my doctor 
said, ‘is that it was a great success. She 
went off all her meds and she lost 
weight.’ 

“That was the extent of that discus-
sion, but I finally came back about a 
year ago, having made up my mind to 
do something. My suit size was up to 50 
or 52, and I remember where I was 
buying my suits, they said, ‘You know, 
we can’t go much bigger.’ That did it. I 
made up my mind and the response 
was amazing once I announced it. I just 
put something on Facebook that I’m 
going through gastric bypass and, my 
god, the Chicago Tribune sent a break-
ing news thing out: ‘Tom Skilling is 
having gastric bypass.’ I wouldn’t have 
believed anybody would give a hoot. 

“I think this surgery is one of the 
miracles,” Tom said. “I tell my surgeon, 
Dr. Eric Hungness, ‘You’re a miracle 
worker.’ What they do is they staple the 
top eighth of your stomach to the lower 
half of your intestine so you effectively 
cut both volume and processing. And it 
works. You just watch the pounds drop 
off. I went from 295 to 165 this morn-
ing and I’m still going down a bit, but 
you have to get accustomed to a whole 
new way of eating. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Next month: 
Tom Skilling’s top 

weather events 
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Sheridan Road 
resurfacing 
By Sandy Chaet 

ASCO (Association of Sheridan 
Condominium/Co-op Owners), in ad-
dition to others, has advocated for a 
resurfacing of Sheridan Road and is 
thankful to 48th Ward Alderman Harry 
Osterman for making it a reality, as well 
as securing the funds. 

The project will resurface Sheridan 
Road from Bryn Mawr north and around 
the curve at Loyola University to the 
point where Sheridan intersects with 
Winthrop. It started the week of July 5, 
with the goal of being completed by the 
end of September. The project entails 
making the corner curbs handicap 
accessible according to the newer codes, 
adding curb cuts and resurfacing the 
street. 

The work, most of which will be done 
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., began on the 
east side of Sheridan, going south to 
north, followed by the west side of the 
street, north to south. 

There have been numerous complaints 
about delivery vehicles parking and 
blocking Sheridan Road, especially in 
heavy traffic periods. Curb cuts were 
suggested to help alleviate this situation. 
A curb cut is like the cutout in front of 
Kindred Hospital. It is to be used for 
deliveries only, not for any other reason, 
including overnight parking. Alderman 
Osterman and ASCO discussed possible 
locations for these cutouts, but the 
Chicago Department of Transportation 
made the final decision to place them at 
5815 N. Sheridan and at Sheridan Village 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, 5838 
N. Sheridan, as well as the proposed new 
development at 5960 N. Sheridan. Other 
locations were ruled out because of 
utilities that cannot be moved. 

The project started with corner curbs 
being made handicap accessible, and 
cutting out the proposed curb cuts. This 
will be followed by the grinding/milling 
(removal) of asphalt. After this, there will 
be other repairs of the street: relocating/
repairing utilities and repairing sewers 
or any other structures that need fixing. 
The street will be dusty and rough during 
this phase. Next, tar will be applied to the 
street early in the morning (2-3 a.m.) 
when there is less traffic and it’s less 
likely that the tar will be tracked onto 
driveways, alleys, streets, etc. Application 
of the tar will be followed by the asphalt 
layer. Then, concrete bus pads will be put 

in front of each bus stop. The final step 
will be the addition of pavement mark-
ings on the street. 

If you would like to receive informa-
tional updates, go to Alderman Oster-
man’s website (www.48thward.org) to 
sign up for his weekly newsletter. You 
will also be sent timely updates on the 
project. You can also get information at 
www.ascosheridanroad.org. 

If you have a question or concern, 
contact Emily at Alderman Osterman’s 
office – emily@48thward.org or 773-
784-5277. 

What interests you? 

Communications 
Committee 
By Linda Eng 

Fifth in a series. 
I recently spoke with Communica-

tions Committee chair Tom Vaughan 
about his committee. 

“It is a large umbrella that covers 
many disparate, independent commit-
tees,” he said. 

Television/Internet Committee 
swings into gear as the periodic 
contracts come due. Over the years, the 
committee has provided draft surveys 
for Board approval, surveyed owners 
and helped vet providers’ pitches in 
response to our requests for proposals. 
The committee members bring a broad 
spectrum of expertise, and anyone 
interested in joining the committee is 
encouraged to provide the Management 
Office with their name and contact 
information. The current contract 
expires in June 2022, which means 
everyone needs to get back to work. 

Malibu East’s web presence began 
in the early 2000s. Sudler Property 
Management is introducing web 
software packages that the Association 
may incorporate into its digital pres-
ence. If you have an interest or exper-
tise in this area, please contact the 
office with your name and contact 
information. The Association’s website 
could use an update, and any thoughts 
and consultation are appreciated. 

The Dialogue was covered in an 
earlier article, but Neil Warner is the 
editor and he always welcomes new 
writers. The Board, with guidance from 
the Dialogue staff, determines the 
Dialogue’s annual budget and consults 
on advertising rates and printing cost 
issues. 

Other communication vehicles not 
under this committee’s purview are the 
elevator electronic message boards 
(management), signage and door drops. 

Remember, if you have the interest 
and/or expertise to donate, please 
contact the Management Office with 
your request to speak with Tom about 
the committee. 

For a comprehensive list of commit-
tees at Malibu East, please contact the 
Management Office, see the February 
Dialogue (MalibuEast.org/dialogue) or 
email me at Questions@MalibuEast.org. 

“You go through six months of 
meeting with nutrition people, and I 
realized I was taking on a pretty big 
task because they tell you so many 
grams of this and your meals are cut 
down to little two- and three-ounce 
meals – little, tiny things. Because there 
is so little volume, you have to weight it 
heavily in the protein direction and you 
supplement it with vitamins. This all 
sounds terrible but really it’s not. 

“You know, I live with two room-
mates, Sean and Trover Wilson, and the 
kitchen is often filled with these 
marvelous smells of whatever is 
cooking or baking, and most of it I can’t 
touch. But we find a way to make it 
work for me.” 

A tribute to the Board and building 

Tom loves Malibu East and regrets 
that he’s never been able to take an 
active role – to have served on the 
Board. 

“Sometimes I feel like a freeloader,” 
he said. “This building is beautiful and 
we owe so much to our Board. I 
commend them – the Molinses, Tom 
Vaughan down the hall, Sandy, of 
course, and all the others. They’ve done 
a marvelous job. You look at what 
happened down in Florida and you’ve 
got to be thankful for what we have 
here. The jackhammers get on your 
nerves, but the building is sound. The 
garage is solid, the lobby is beautiful. 
All we need now is the hall carpeting. 
And the neighborhood gets better and 
better – Loyola has done so much for 
the area. 

“People talk about the Gold Coast 
and Streeterville, but it’s quieter up 
here, better,” Tom concluded. “I 
couldn’t live anywhere else!” 

Tom Skilling 
(Continued from page 8) 
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 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Contracts pending on 39H, 
8G, 5M 

Units for sale: 39E, 32L 

Movie night 
By Sandy Chaet 

The Aesthetics Committee and the 
Social Committee will host a movie 
night on Sunday, Aug. 22 at 8 p.m., with 
the movie beginning at 8:15. It will be 
held on the north deck of the fourth 
floor. In case of inclement weather, the 
event will move to the Windjammer 
Room. 

Please bring your own chair. It is 
BYOB, yet soft drinks and snacks will be 
provided. You are welcome to bring 
your own snacks. 

“Soul” is a computer-animated movie 
that we hope everyone will enjoy. 
Released in 2020, it was a 2021 Oscar 
winner for best animated picture and 
best original score, and a Golden Globe 
winner for best animated picture. 

Here’s a synopsis of the story: Joe 
Gardner (voice of Jamie Foxx) is a 
middle school teacher with a love for 
jazz music. After a successful gig at the 
Half Note Club, he suddenly gets into an 
accident that separates his soul from 
his body and is transported to the You 
Seminar, a center in which souls 
develop and gain passions before they 
are transported to a newborn child. To 
get back to Earth and reunite his soul 
with his body, Joe must enlist help from 
the other souls-in-training, like 22 
(Tina Fey), a soul who has spent eons in 
the You Seminar. 

The original jazz music was com-
posed and performed by Jon Batiste. 
Besides Foxx and Fey, the cast members 
include Angela Bassett, Phylicia Rashad 
and Quest Love. 

Face covering is optional in accord-
ance with Malibu East’s May 27 
protocols. Please be considerate of your 
neighbors, who may or may not wish to 
wear a mask. 

Want to be a Board 
member? 

How would you like to contribute 
your expertise to the Malibu East Board 
of Directors? You have a chance to do 
just that, as the annual election is taking 
place in September. 

This year the terms of seven direc-
tors are expiring, one more than the 
usual six. Those directors are Carol 
Beatty, Samuel Bullock, Carl Chadek, 
Martina Molins, Andrew Pigozzi, Carl 
Stahlheber and Thomas C. Vaughan. 
The extra vacancy was created when 
Marcel Molins passed away March 1, in 
the first year of his two-year term. The 
Board appointed Pigozzi to fill Molins’ 
directorship until the next election. 

Board candidates must submit a 
completed Board Candidate’s Infor-
mation Form to the Management Office 
before 5 p.m. Monday, Aug. 9. The form 
can be submitted by hand or by email at 
mecamgr@sudlerchicago.com. It 
should not be left with the doorman. 

Once the field of candidates has been 
finalized, management will mail to each 
unit owner an election packet, which 
will include a 2021 election proxy form, 
a statement of election procedures, 
copies of each candidate’s information 
form, agendas for the annual meeting 
and the Board meeting that follows, and 
an envelope for returning the proxy to 
the election judge. 

A “Meet the Candidates Night” will be 
held at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 25 in 
the Windjammer Room, providing 
owners an opportunity to meet the 
Board candidates and ask them 
questions. 

doorman immediately for cleanup. 
The Aesthetics Committee is making 

progress in bringing back the luxury 
feel of the building. Landscaping, new 
lighting, relocated dog run, new signage 
and new atrium pavers are either 
underway or have been completed. The 
fourth floor deck is in the early stages of 
a reimagining, with items such as the 
pool enclosure, gazebos and tennis 
court all being evaluated. Pool rules, 
planters, cabanas, exercise space, water 
aerobics plus other creative concepts 
are part of the research. 

Sandy Chaet provided a calendar of 
events for August and September. 
These include happy hour, movie night, 
annual election and the Association’s 
50th anniversary celebration. She also 
presented information from ASCO 
about the Sheridan Road re-surfacing 
project now underway. 

A Q&A session followed the presen-
tation, with residents posing questions 
or expressing concerns about bikers on 
Sheridan Road, insects on the balconies, 
recycling bins in the garage and the 
need for paint in the lower level. 

Bullock suggested that anyone 
interested in Association matters such 
as those discussed at this forum should 
consider running for the Board or 
joining a committee to share their 
expertise and enthusiasm. 

Community forum 
(Continued from page 4) 

Book club meets 1 p.m. 
Sept. 5 to discuss Tana 

French's "The Secret 
Place." See bulletin 
boards for details. 

An updated Xfinity channel 
guide can be found at 

www.MalibuEast.org/tv  
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Room, a new operator of the conven-
ience store in the Plaza, and the 
installation of electric car charging 
stations in the garage. 

After having made repairs to the 
balconies and facade through numerous 
projects since the early days of the 
building, the Board decided that it 
would take a new approach. In 2016 it 
planned a more complete set of repairs, 
by tier, that it hoped would result in 
less frequent repairs in the future, and 
thus, more time when residents could 
use their balconies. So, in 2017 work 
began on a four-year project that would 
eventually cost roughly $8 million. The 
project entailed the replacement of all 
balcony membranes and the application 
of new topcoats, and it required the 
disconnection of air conditioner 
condensing units, in stages, so that the 
areas underneath them could be 
repaired and resealed. 

Other major projects had begun 
relating to stack effect remediation, 
stabilization of the seawall and four 
cracked garage columns, and planning 
for an emergency exit stairway at the 
east end of the Plaza, but work on each 
carried over into the 2020s. 

Malibu East by decade 
(Continued from page 3) 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

 

All of these improvements, and the 
life safety compliance, didn’t happen 
without a cost. A Replacement Fund 
that was $3.5 million at the start of 
2010 and had reached $6.9 million at 
the end of 2017 fell to $3.3 million at 
year-end 2019. Not a bad trade-off, 
some might say, particularly when 
there was no assessment increase in 
four of the five years at the end of the 
decade. One action taken to stem the 
continuing loss of garage revenue was 
the conversion of some valet and 
tandem spaces to more desirable and 
costly self-park spaces. 

The decade was bookended by the 
Association’s two longest-serving 
property managers, Chris Chiodo (2004
-2011) and Violette Deschamps (2012-
present). In between were two manag-
ers who each lasted less than a year. 

Following are some other notewor-
thy events at Malibu East during the 
2010s, listed chronologically: 

2010 – Remediation of smoke and 
water damage from a fire in late 2009 
was undertaken on the 27th floor and 
other affected areas. … Board second 
vice president Cass Buscher died at age 
37. 

2011 – A power outage in February 
affected every third floor from 27 to 45, 
lasting from 2 a.m. to 10 p.m. Residents 

banded together to help each other. … 
The Board reported that only 11.4% of 
the building’s units were being rented. 
… There were only two vacant spaces in 
the Plaza, compared to five a year 
earlier. 

2012 – Lifeguards were replaced by 
pool monitors. 

2013 – Malibu East residents Vernita 
Gray and Pat Ewert became the first 
same-sex couple to legally marry in 
Illinois, and residents Ron Dorfman and 
Ken Ilio became the first gay men in the 
state to do likewise. 

2014 – Classes in yoga, belly dancing 
and Zumba were being offered at 
Malibu East. … There were three sets of 
scaffolding on the building – for 
balcony/facade work, TV/internet 
rewiring, and replacing the sealant 
around the balcony windows. 

2015 – A New Year’s Eve party for 
residents was held Dec. 31 in the 
Windjammer Room for the first time in 
years. 

2016 – Malibu East held a 45th 
anniversary party, with guest of honor 
John Macsai, the architect of Malibu 
East. He was presented with a certifi-
cate of appreciation. 

Next: Noteworthy events at Malibu 
East during the 2020s. 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2021 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 

6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 

Arthur Arfa, Board President 
Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

 Thomas C. Vaughan and Vicki Blair, Co-Chairs 
of the Communications Committee 

Larry Rosen, Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 
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Changes in 
Edgewater: 2010s 
By Beth Robinson 

In conjunction with our decade-by-
decade timeline of noteworthy events at 

Malibu East, we are also 
looking back at changes that 
occurred in the larger 
Edgewater community during 

the corresponding decades. 
While empty storefronts had spread 

through Edgewater by the end of 2009, 
the next decade brought new growth 
and development to the neighborhood. 
Many readers probably have witnessed 
these changes firsthand as Malibu East 
residents and could add to this short 
account of what occurred during the 
decade. 

In December 2013 Loyola University 
extended its campus south of West 
Sheridan Road. The university pur-
chased the block of Kenmore Avenue 
from West Sheridan Road to Rosemont 
Avenue and closed it to car traffic to 
create a pedestrian space for a newly 
constructed residence hall and Institute 
of Environmental Sustainability, with 
another attached residence hall that 
incorporated geothermal heating and 
air conditioning and other environmen-
tally friendly features. 

New businesses popped up along 
Broadway. Adan and Mirella Moreno, 
owners of Los Nopales in Lincoln 
Square, bought the building at 5848 N. 
Broadway to house their second 
Mexican restaurant. They named the 
new venture Mas Alla del Sol (Beyond 
the Sun) after the title of a song sung by 
a favorite Mexican performer, Joan 
Sebastian. Edgewater resident Scott 
Crestodina started Independent Spirits, 
featuring wine and spirits from small 
producers. A few doors away, Income 
Tax, a wine bar and restaurant, opened. 
Other new restaurants appeared on 
Broadway, including Mango Pickle and 
The Growling Rabbit. (Income Tax and 
The Growling Rabbit have since closed.) 

Around the corner on Thorndale, 
longtime business Sam’s Shoe Clinic 
closed, and 20-year-old Senn High 
School graduate Joshua Marin took the 
opportunity to open his second Fix Your 
Kicks location there. The same growth 
occurred on Granville and Bryn Mawr 
avenues with the establishment of new 
businesses too numerous to mention 
here. 

The neighborhood gained new arts 

arcade in the city, an example of an 
architectural style that preceded the 
shopping center and featured multiple 
levels of shops around a sunlit interior 
courtyard space. Efforts to save the 
building, including an Edgewater 
Historical Society petition, were 
unsuccessful. In 2018 the Woodruff 
Arcade was torn down. A modern seven
-story residential and commercial 
building named The Arcade now stands 
on that corner. 

organizations. The Chicago Mosaic 
School moved from Ravenswood to 
Granville Avenue. A warehouse on 
Broadway was transformed into The 
Edge Theater, home to Li’l Buds Theater 
and a performing space to support local 
theater. 

As new businesses opened, others 
closed. Hancock Fabrics was replaced 
by LA Fitness. In 2013 the Dominick’s 
supermarket chain left the Chicago 
area, and its location at Broadway and 
Glenlake sat empty until 2015 when 
Whole Foods moved into the building. 
Soon thereafter, the small True Nature 
Foods across the street moved to 
Rogers Park. On Clark Street, the 
Swedish Bakery closed after 88 years of 
operation. The old-style bakery with 
crowds of customers taking a number 
to wait their turn to be served was not 
replaced. Instead, Lost Larson, a new, 
upscale Scandinavian-inspired bakery 
and cafe  located nearby, offered the 
Swedish Bakery trademark princess 
torte covered in green marzipan. 

The Woodruff Arcade, built in 1923 
at Broadway and Sheridan, housed 
Planned Parenthood and the Mustard 
Seed Christian Bookstore as well as 
other commercial tenants. In 2017 a 
developer that planned to tear down 
the building faced opposition from the 
community and preservationists. The 
building was the last standing retail 

Happy hour 
The Social Committee will host a 

happy hour on Friday, Aug. 6, at 5:30 
p.m. on the north deck and in the 
Windjammer Room on the fourth floor. 

The event is BYOB, but the commit-
tee will provide refreshments, including 
soft drinks. Residents are free to bring 
shareable snacks. 

A face covering is optional in 
accordance with Malibu East’s May 27 
protocols, but please be considerate of 
your neighbors, who may or may not 
wish to wear a mask. 

Save the date: 
MECA anniversary 

party, Sept. 25 


