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By Neil Warner 
It’s human nature to take something 

for granted when you’ve had access to it 
for a long time. It wouldn’t be 
surprising, then, if some 
Malibu East residents 
consider a monthly newslet-

ter to be part and parcel of living in a 
large condominium building. 

They may be surprised to learn that 
few condo associations have a similar 
publication. A quick survey of ASCO 
properties shows that several have 
abandoned their newsletters because 
they can’t find volunteers to staff the 
publication. A few associations publish 
quarterly newsletters, and others rely 
on posting a notice on their bulletin 
boards whenever management consid-
ers it appropriate. 

Now that email has become ubiqui-
tous, many associations rely on that 
method of communication rather than 
printed newsletters. Looking at the 
trend, you may conclude that condo 
newsletters are going the way of the 
daily newspaper in America. 

Malibu East is privileged to have had 
a regularly published newsletter 
throughout most of its 50-year history. 
There have been a few gaps when 

nobody was willing to take on the 
editor’s duties. These gaps are difficult 
to pinpoint, because the staff isn’t sure 
how many back issues are missing from 
its library. The last significant period 
when the Association was without a 
newsletter appears to have been from 
spring 1993 until mid-1994. 

Even during the COVID-19 pandemic 
the Dialogue was published on its 
regular schedule. Based on safety 
concerns, the April, May and June issues 
of 2020 weren’t printed by our com-
mercial printer but posted online only. 

A succession of editors, styles 

There have been at least 15 editors 
during our newsletter’s history, 
including one who lasted for only one 
issue. Jack Winans had the longest 
tenure, 13½ years, before his death in 
March 2011. Having previously worked 
in the deli department at Dominick’s 
grocery store, Winans was self-
educated about journalism and the 
mechanics of producing a newsletter – 
a task he worked at 
continuously. He was 
devoted to promoting 
Malibu East via the 
Dialogue. He also was 
adamant that bicycles 
should not be ridden on 
Sheridan Road sidewalks, 
after his wife, Elaine, was 
injured by a bike rider. 
Ultimately, that campaign 
proved futile. 

This writer feels 
privileged to have 
contributed to the 
newsletter for nearly 40 
years in various capaci-
ties, including serving as 
assistant editor under 
Winans and then as editor 
after his passing. 

Dunbar Builders pub-
lished the original 
newsletters under the title 
Breezes from the Malibu 

Association newsletter a vanishing breed? 
Looking back at the Dialogue’s 50-year history 

East, mostly four- to eight-page issues 
that served as a sales tool for the 
property, promoting the amenities and 
the residents’ lifestyles. One issue from 
1972 featured an article, with photos, 
about a couple’s condo interior and 
another article about the first residents’ 
party, held in what was then called 
Windjammer Hall. 

When Dunbar turned the property 
over to the unit owners in mid-1973, 
the Association produced its first 
newsletter, called The Conversation 
Piece, a two-pager that provided the 
results of the first Board election, a 
message from the first president (Ray 
Blackstone) and a summary of the 
committees that were being formed. Of 
particular note, more than 40 owners 
volunteered to run for the Board, and 
ballots were received from 400 out of 
498 eligible voting units. 

In the late 1970s, the newsletter first 
took the name Malibu East Dialogue, 
and Board president Dee Feldstein also 

(Continued on page 9) 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Annual meeting of unit owners 
Tuesday, Sept. 21 
7:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 
(Election voting from 6:30-7:30 p.m.) 

Flu shots 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 
4-7 p.m. - Malibu East Plaza 

50th anniversary party 
Saturday, Sept. 25 
4 p.m. - North deck 
(Program begins at 5 p.m.) 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. For more 
events: malibueast.org/calendar 
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Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 

Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021 
Attendance: Nine Board members, two 
management representatives, 12 residents 
Excused: Carol Beatty, Martina Molins, Carl 
Stahlheber 
Presiding: President Arthur Arfa 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
None 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of July 31)  

Operating and reserve cash 
 $263,047 
Line of credit ($2 million) 
 $670,480 has been drawn 
Investment in units 
 $1,591,927 (nine units) 
Excess of operating revenue over 
expenses 
 $383,060 

2) Delinquencies (as of Aug. 18) 
$388,069, including $223,317 from 
former residents 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
No committee reports were given. 
 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items requiring Board action 
1) 7M bathroom floor 

Directors approved a proposal to repair 
the concrete slab under the toilet, which 
was damaged by water. 

2) Helios change order 45: paver lab test 
Board approved an invoice for the test, 
which found that pavers had been 
manufactured in accordance with the 
specifications. 

3) Helios change order 46: 15-minute 
parking area 
Directors approved a proposal to remove 
lighted bollards and make incline less 
steep. 

4) Helios change order 47: atrium trench 
gates 
Tabled. 

5) Consultant for garage overhead 
concrete and traffic repairs membrane 
Tabled. 

6) Concrete repairs: east seawall and 
south parapet wall 
Concrete deterioration was discovered; 
pending proposals. 

7) Electrical outlets in residential 
hallways 
Board approved a proposal for the 
installation of twin 20-amp electrical 
outlets in each residential hallway, which 
will permit the use of more powerful 
carpet cleaning equipment. 

8) 2021 sales 
The number of unit sales in 2021 has 
exceeded the totals for all of 2020 or 
2019. Because the number of limited 
proxies on file for unit purchases and 
sales has dropped, the Board asked 
management to do a targeted mailing. 

9) Balcony water runoff from cleaning 
Tabled. 

10)22.1 disclosure statement 
Approved. 

Old/new business  
1) Restatement of the Declaration 

Board intends to update elements of the 
Declaration that are either outdated or 
superseded by the Illinois Condominium 
Act. 

2) Dog runs and neighbor’s request 
Directors rejected a neighboring condo 
association’s request to use our dog runs. 

3) Hallway carpet 
Director Sandy Chaet asked management 
to give more attention to hallway carpets. 
The installation of higher-capacity 
electrical outlets should enable more 
thorough cleaning of the carpets. 

4) Lobby enhancement 
Board approved the purchase of two 
chairs with arms to add to the four new 
Barcelona chairs. Timing of the purchase 
depends on the budget.  

5) Lower-level lighting, paint  
Board approved Aesthetics Committee’s 
recommendation of new lighting and 
paint for the lower level. 

6) Windjammer, Community rooms 
Directors approved the committee’s 
request to refresh these two rooms at 
minimal cost, budget permitting.  

7) Atrium renovation 
Project has been suspended until the 
pavers can be assessed. 

8) Parking feasibility study 
After interviews, Board will choose a 
consultant in September. 

9) Fourth-floor exterior 
Aesthetics Committee would like to 
redesign some elements of the deck. 

10)Rules revisions 
Two directors have given their com-
ments to the manager, who will provide a 
revised draft. 

11)Association-owned units 
The Association owns nine units, six of 
which are being rented. Among the other 
three units, one is vacant and ready to be 
leased, one is undergoing renovations, 
and the other is under contract to be 
sold. 

12)Committee restructuring 
Board approved a proposal to restruc-
ture the committees, reducing them in 
number, empowering the Board to 

appoint committee chairpersons, and 
capping the number of directors on any 
committee at three. 

13)Plaza rental update 
Nothing new. 

14)Manager spending limit, procurement 
protocol 
Nothing new. 
 

The open session ended at 9:17 p.m. and 
went into closed session. Open session 
resumed at 10:40 p.m. 
 
RATIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 
ITEMS 
1) Board rejected a unit owner’s request to 

reverse a fine that the Board had 
previously levied. 

2) Board approved a resolution commend-
ing former Board member Larry Creter 
for having created the Association’s logo. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:43 p.m. 
 

Special Board meeting 
Monday, Aug. 16, 2021 
Attendance: Eleven Board members, one 
management representative 
Excused: Martina Molins 
Presiding: President Arthur Arfa 
Purpose of meeting: To approve the sale of 
Association-owned unit 15F for $280,000, 
with no closing credit, and to exercise the 
Association’s right of first refusal on the sale 
of unit 43D for a price of $201,000 (a 
revised sales contract had increased the 
price from $183,000). 
Board actions: 
1) Board voted unanimously to sell unit 15F, 

pending the approval of unit owners. 
2) Board voted unanimously to exercise its 

ROFR on unit 43D at the revised sales 
price, pending the approval of unit 
owners. 

 

Special owners meeting 
Monday, Aug. 16, 2021 
Attendance: Eight owners, 11 Board 
members, one management representative 
Presiding: President Arthur Arfa 
Purpose of meeting: To approve the sale of 
Association-owned unit 15F for $280,000, 
with no closing credit, and to exercise the 
Association’s right of first refusal on the sale 
of unit 43D for a price of $201,000. 
Board actions: 
1) Owners voted to sell unit 15F, counting 

the limited proxies on file. 
2) Owners voted to ratify the Board’s 

decision to exercise its ROFR on unit 43D, 
counting the limited proxies on file. 
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HALLWAY DOORS: The main and 
kitchen doors of each unit are fire-
rated. Perforations or modifications to 
the locks and veneer tear compromise 
the fire rating. In the past 10 years or 
so, a large number of doors have been 
replaced by MECA because the edges 
were damaged, or a third lock had been 
added, or screw perforations were 
made to suspend decorations or install 
door sweepers. The replacement cost of 
the doors is billed back to the owners. 
All hallway doors of units for sale are 
inspected before the closing, after the 
move-out of the residents. 

GAPS AT BOTTOM OF HALLWAY 
DOORS: The half-inch gap left at the 
bottom of the hallway doors is needed 
for the ventilation of your unit, per the 
builder's design. The building was 
designed to circulate fresh air from the 
roof into the hallways and then pushed 
through the gap at the bottom of the 
doors into the units. Fresh air entering 
the units will, in return, cause air 
movement within the unit that will 
migrate the used/contaminated air up 
to the roof. It is a 24/7 ventilation cycle 
necessary to maintain the minimum air 
changes required by code. Blocking the 
gaps at the bottom of the hallway doors 
stops the needed fresh air intake in 
units. 

RISE BUILDINGS: The Rise support 
team has been working with manage-
ment to enroll our residents equipped 
with email addresses since April 2020. 
The welcoming email issued by Rise 
contained your login email and a link to 
set your password. 

We are anticipating the Rise portal to 
be operational at MECA in October. 
Please get familiarized with the app 
using the Rise email you have already 
received. Rise is simple to download 
and log in if you have not already done 
so. If you do not find the Rise email, 
contact management to get your log-in 
information. Once in, start with a 
simple step by completing the form 
“Emergency Contact.” The other 
segments of the portal will be filled in 
by management for operation in 
October. Please note that the Rise portal 
does not work on the Internet Explorer 
browser. 

PS: For those of you who do not use 

an email address: please contact 
management for guidance. 

CONCRETE SLAB AND WATER: The 
concrete slabs of the building are 
owned by the Association, among other 
things. The worst enemy of concrete is 
water in any of its forms, solid (ice), 
liquid (rain/tap water), and vapor 
(humidity). Water causes damage to 
concrete that is generally expensive to 
repair. Each unit is equipped with 
several items designed to use water, to 
contain it, or keep water away. Exam-
ples of such items are the toilets and 
sliding doors. Both are designed to 
handle the water for a specific purpose: 
toilets are designed to flush waste with 
water, and sliding doors are designed 
to keep water from entering the unit. 
Both items, if defective or insufficient, 
may cause serious concrete damage 
that develops slowly but grows 
exponentially and aggressively over 
time. For example, a leaking toilet may 
cause deep damage to the concrete slab, 
which will necessitate breaking the 
concrete and refilling with new rebars 
and concrete. Another example relates 
to outdated and poorly designed sliding 
doors that do not properly drain the 
rain that hits the glass and frame, 
particularly when it is windy. 

Please be aware that water, in any of 
its forms, once it gets into a location 
where it is not supposed to be, may 
cause costly structural damage, in 
addition to destruction of the finish, 
mold growth, objectionable odors, 
stains, and much more. This damage 
can be minimized or avoided, for 
instance, with the hiring of a licensed 
plumber to work on plumbing fixtures 
and pipes, and the installation of sliding 
doors designed and manufactured for 
high-rises. To that effect, the Board of 
Directors has a provision in the Rules 
and Regulations about the hiring of 
licensed and insured plumbers, and has 
adopted a Sliding Door Replacement 
Guideline available to all owners. 

CHUTE BY THE PASSENGER 
ELEVATORS: The garbage chute should 
never be used for any of the following 
purposes: to drop liquids and oils; 
discard cat litter; push construction 
debris; dispose of combustibles or 
biohazard materials; dispose of 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

medication, syringes, oxygen tanks and 
the like; or to get rid of any bulky items 
and recyclables. Biohazard and medical 
items must be disposed of as labeled. 
Cat litter must be double- or triple-
bagged and safely placed in the bulk 
room located by the service elevator. 
Construction debris must be properly 
hauled away from the property. Paint, 
thinners, and flammables should be 
disposed of using the protocol put in 
place by the city. Do not hesitate to 
contact management for additional 
information. 

DOG INCIDENTS: Most of the 
incidents reported to or discovered by 
management are caused by young or 
elderly loved ones. It takes a few 
months for a puppy to get used to 
traveling in an elevator and to be able 
to wait until they reach the proper 
location outside for their needs. Elderly 
loved ones, on the other hand, have 
similar problems, losing their capacity 
to hold urine and feces over time. You 
may want to have your loved ones, 
youngish or elderly, wear a diaper 
along with regularly checking on them 
until they reach the proper location to 
take care of their needs. Checking on 
them as you walk out of the property 
will allow you to see any unwanted 
trails left behind your loved ones. These 
precautions may save trouble, anxiety 
and fines. 

ELECTION: THE BOARD NEEDS 
YOUR ELECTION PROXY TO ESTABLISH 
A QUORUM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN 
ORDER TO ASSURE A VALID ELECTION, 
whether or not you plan to attend the 
election night in person. There is a 
proxy box in the lobby where you can 
drop yours after completion. The box is 
controlled by the election judge and 
will be opened and tabulated by the 
election judge the night of the election. 
A proxy form is available in the office. 

OFFICE SPACE IN THE PLAZA: We 
have a small office available for rent. 
Contact management for any need, 
from a monthly lease to a fixed period 
of one year or more. 

DRAIN BUGS: How to trigger 
preventive inspections and pest 
control in your unit: Contact manage-
ment about any units that will be vacant 
for more than 2-3 weeks for any reason, 
whether the unit has been vacated as a 
secondary home, or listed for sale or 
lease, or the resident is traveling, or the 
resident has been relocated to another 

(Continued on page 11) 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
The armory has reopened to the 
public, with limited park program-
ming. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO NORTHSIDE AARP 
COMMUNITY GROUP 
Seniors group meets via Zoom at 
12:30 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 
month (Sept. 7). 
bit.ly/mecax1 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, Sept. 21, 7 p.m. 
(third Tuesday of the month) 
Sign up for Zoom meeting at 
CAPS.024District@chicagopolice.org 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: noon-7 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Sun. 1-5 p.m. 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
“Sheridan Road Then and Now” 
event on Sun., Sept. 19, 3-7 p.m. 
at Colvin House, 5940 N. Sheridan 
See website for details. 
Current exhibits: “The Chicago 
Conspiracy Trial: One Juror’s Ordeal,” 
“Edgewater Beach Hotel: 100 Years 
Later” and “High Water and Hell” 
See website for schedule of walking 
tours. 
Regular museum hours: 
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR 
CENTER 
Now open for in-person, socially 
distanced dining of enhanced box 
lunches, Mon.-Fri., two seatings:  
10:30-11:30 a.m. and noon-1 p.m. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
Online programs via Zoom to engage 

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

and support older adults. 
www.EVChicago.org 

E-WASTE RECYCLING 
Streets and Sanitation Dept. is 
partnering with Dept. of Health to 
collect electronic waste for recycling. 
Items accepted include computers, 
monitors, TVs, printers, keyboards, 
mice, VCRs, DVD players, video game 
consoles, MP3 players, iPods. 
Streets and Sanitation Div. 1 yard 
6441 N. Ravenswood 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sept. 1, Oct. 6, Nov. 3, 
Dec. 1 

FARMERS MARKETS 
Andersonville: 3-7 p.m. Wed. 
On Catalpa betw. Clark & Ashland 
andersonvillemarket.org 
Evanston: 7:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat. 
At University Place & Oak Ave. 
EvanstonFarmersMarkets.org 
Glenwood: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sun. 
On Pratt betw. Sheridan & Lakewood 
glenwoodsundaymarket.org 
Uptown: 2:30-7 p.m. Wed. 
At Wilson & Broadway 
www.chicagomarket.coop/
uptownfarmersmarket 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Online programs for persons 60 and 
over.  
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
whitecranewellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

Most theaters remain closed until 
further notice, but many are provid-
ing virtual programming. 

COLVIN HOUSE 
The Courtyard Series 
Performers show off their talents in 
the historic Colvin House’s stunning 
courtyard. Thru Sept. 28. Ticket 
prices vary. Go to website for details.  
5940 N. Sheridan 
773-654-2999 
colvinhouseevents.com/ 
the-courtyard-series/ 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
Scheduled events are restricted to 
Loyola students, faculty and staff. 

Social events 
entertain residents 

August was a busy month for Malibu 
East residents, featuring three social 
events, including a couple of activities 
that hadn’t been tried in years. The 
Aesthetics Committee staged a pool party, 
and the Social Committee pulled off a 
movie night and a happy hour. 

Our pool deck was the place to be Aug. 
14 during the Summer Bash pool party, 
with perfect weather, blue water close by, 
and approximately 80 residents enjoying 
food, music and mingling with friends and 
neighbors. It was so refreshing to be 
outside and enjoy each other’s company 
poolside, and the beautiful leis that were 
distributed added the “just right” aloha 
spirit. It was reminiscent of the pool 
parties during the early days of Malibu 
East, the 1970s. Organized by Kenneth 
Bares and Romel Rodriguez, this event 
resulted from a brainstorming session by 
the Aesthetics Committee, which promis-
es to schedule more such activities that 
make use of our underutilized fourth-
floor deck. 

Nearly 40 Malibu East residents took 
advantage of an overcast but comfortable 
evening Aug. 6 to enjoy a happy hour on 
the north deck and in the Windjammer 
Room. Pizza and an assortment of snacks 
and beverages complemented the friendly 
conversation among longtime friends and 
some new ones, too. 

Then, trying something new, the Social 
Committee planned a movie night on 
Sunday, Aug. 22 for the north deck. 
Unfortunately, the wind blew the movie 
screen down several times, so it was 
moved into the Windjammer Room. 
About 30 people watched the movie 
“Soul” and enjoyed it. The committee will 
seek a solution for holding future movie 
nights outdoors. 

Many residents who attended one or 
more of these events felt that August was 
a wonderful month for social activity here 
and hope these types of events will 
continue. 

See photos on Page 5 

Longtime staff depart 
Malibu East has lost two fixtures from its 

staff over the past few months. 
First, William Watson departed June 25 

after 14+ years of service, most of which he 
spent working the graveyard shift in the 
garage. He subsequently moved to the 
position of evening doorman, where his ear-
to-ear smile, positive attitude and booming, 

upbeat voice welcomed residents as they 
passed through the lobby. 

In mid-August Norma Bolante retired 
from her duties as a Receiving Room clerk 
after 30½ years at Malibu East. Many 
residents signed a poster in the lobby 
expressing their thanks and good wishes to 
Norma. Norma’s departure followed 
her husband’s (doorman Jim Bolante) 
by nearly six months. 
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Pool party and happy hour photos  

Photos by Tracy Poyser 
and Rosemary Lambin 
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Malibu East by decade 

Pandemic cloud, low 
reserves offset capital 
improvements in 
2020s 
By Neil Warner 

This is the sixth and final installment 
in a series of articles highlighting 
notable events at Malibu East during its 
50-year history. 

The decade of the 2020s started with 
promise. There was financial stability in 

the country, and Malibu East 
was nearly back to normalcy 
after having weathered the 
Great Recession of 2007-09 

and its lingering aftereffects. A number 
of projects had been started, with some 
intended to maintain the structural 
integrity of the building and others 
designed to spruce up the aesthetics of 
the property. The Association had just 
begun a new TV/internet contract with 
Comcast, and the modernized elevators 
and Laundry Room were still looking 
good after several years of use. 

Only a delinquency level approximat-
ing $390,000 and a downward trend in 
reserves raised the specter of black 
clouds on the horizon. 

Pandemic takes center stage 

All of these accomplishments and 
concerns were moved to the back 
burner in March 2020 when a novel 
coronavirus came to the public’s 
attention following warnings from the 
World Health Organization and the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Named COVID-19, the virus 
would change the lives of most Ameri-
cans – indeed, many around the globe – 
for at least the next 18 months … and 
counting. 

The Board of Directors and manage-
ment acted quickly, implementing a 
number of safety and sanitation 
procedures in mid-March. They 
redirected staff to this effort and hired 
two relief employees, who helped with 
the disinfection of common-area 
surfaces. Passenger elevators were 
initially limited to two people, until that 
strategy proved unworkable in a 
building with nearly 1,000 residents. 
Also, six-foot physical distancing was 
requested, and face masks were later 
recommended. The Board closed all 
recreational rooms on March 18; they 
were reopened June 17 with some 

boat dock, functioning as a city-
mandated emergency exit for the Plaza. 
The renovated boat dock is destined to 
become an attractive amenity for the 
Association when it opens. 

Speaking of the Plaza, it has been 
given a face-lift. New carpeting has 
been installed along with new double-
pane windows and a paint job. And it 
now has a prominent outdoor sign with 
a list of the businesses. 

The first two phases of the landscap-
ing project are nearing completion. It 
has accomplished the following: an 
attractive new sign at the NW corner, 
new globe lighting, the planting of 
flowers and shrubs, tree pruning or 
replacement, brighter atrium lighting, 
an accessible ramp that is easier to 
navigate, relocation of the dog runs 
surrounded by an attractive fence, 
irrigation and parkway fencing. 
Unfortunately, the recently installed 
pavers in the atrium have looked dirty 
from the get-go, and that has halted the 
progress of the project until a resolu-
tion is found. 

The Association continues to 
gradually reduce the number of units it 
owns. It now owns nine, although it will 
still exercise its right of first refusal 
when it sees a unit being sold too far 
under its fair value. It has succeeded in 
its goal of increasing unit values, with 
an average rise of 72% over the 
purchase price for the 28 units that 
were sold as of September 2019. 

The not-so-good 

There are also a number of concerns 
for the Association. 

Delinquencies are inching toward 
$390,000, having been at a high level 
for years mostly because of foreclo-
sures. 

The Replacement Fund dropped 
from $3,262,660 at the beginning of 
2020 to $814,230 at the end of 2020 – 
its lowest level since year-end 1988. To 
compensate for the drop, and to fund 
projects coming up, the Board has had 
to raise assessments by 4% and 6% the 
past two years and draw $670,000 
against a $2 million line of credit at one 
of its banks. Fortunately, this is a period 
of low interest rates. 

Projects that are waiting to be 
addressed or resumed: residential 
hallway redecoration, stack effect 
remediation and aesthetic updates to a 
number of common areas. 

(Continued on page 11) 

limitations. 
After first having ordered all restau-

rants and bars to close March 16 for all 
but carryout and delivery, Illinois Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker issued a stay-at-home 
order, effective March 21, for all Illinois 
residents except essential workers. 
Others were to stay at home, with 
exceptions being made for such 
activities as trips to grocery stores, 
pharmacies, gas stations and to 
restaurants to pick up food, or when 
taking outdoor walks for exercise. 

A number of residents had confirmed 
cases of COVID, causing them to isolate, 
and sadly, at least two of them suc-
cumbed to the virus. 

Social events at Malibu East came to 
a screeching halt during the pandemic, 
and Board meetings, as well as the 2020 
annual meeting, were held via Zoom 
and teleconferencing for more than a 
year. Once COVID vaccines were made 
widely available to the public in early 
2021, the number of cases began to 
moderate and eventually decline. As a 
result, restrictions in Chicago and 
statewide began to be lifted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In-person Board meetings resumed 

in June 2021, and a happy hour was 
held June 25 on the north deck and in 
the Windjammer Room, becoming the 
first social event in the building in 16 
months. Three social activities were 
held in August. 

Still, with the city and the country far 
short of reaching herd immunity, and 
new coronavirus variants being 
discovered, what will happen with our 
lives over the course of the next year is 
anything but certain. 

Capital projects march on 

Since we’re all tired of talking about 
the pandemic, let’s get back to Malibu 
East’s accomplishments. The four-year 
balcony/facade restoration project was 
completed in 2020 at a cost of $8 
million. It included the installation of 
new waterproof membranes on every 
balcony, newly painted topcoats, and 
the repainting of the building facade 
and all balcony railings. The seawall 
was stabilized, four cracked columns in 
the garage were restored, and a new 
stairwell was built from the Plaza to the 
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served as the editor. Issues in those 
days were typed and copied, often 
numbering 20 to 24 pages. Board 
minutes, which included much more 
detail than today’s streamlined 
minutes, were printed in their entirety. 
The names and unit numbers of 
residents who were delinquent with 
their garage payments were printed, 
along with the amounts they owed. 

In late 1983 John Van Keulen became 
the editor and changed the format to a 
5½-by-8½ booklet with a cardboard 
cover, similar in size to Reader’s Digest. 
Issues were published monthly or 
bimonthly. Van Keulen, who’s still a 
Malibu East resident, introduced more 
advertising (“I literally walked the 
neighborhood and took a booklet along 
with me,” he said recently), an editor’s 
letter, a regular report from Board 
president Susan Schroeder, a seniors 
update and observations on the music 
scene, written by Van Keulen. “We 
wanted to give a few things that were 
important to residents and then use the 
rest of the issue to entertain.” 

Because the digital age hadn’t 
touched everyone by the mid-’80s, 
producing the newsletter was still old-
school. “We retyped everything and did 
cut-and-paste. I learned to use an X-
Acto knife and paste-up boards,” Van 
Keulen recalled. 

In August 1986 Tom Beatty took over 
from Van Keulen, publishing bimonthly 
issues and introducing several new 
designs on the cover. One utilized three 
artistic photos of the building’s exterior, 
and a later version used a porthole 
design in the center of the cover with a 
different photo placed inside the 
porthole in each issue. 

An 18-month hiatus from publishing 
began in late 1988, before Scott Young 
took the helm with the March 1990 
issue. Young changed the format to the 
8½-by-11 page size that is being used 
today, and he introduced Board 
meeting notes and the Community 
Calendar, both of which remain regular 
features to this day. 

Young gave up his editor duties soon 
after he was elected to the Board of 
Directors in September 1990. A series 
of editors followed throughout the next 
seven years, as well as the aforemen-
tioned break in 1993-94. 

Winans became editor in November 
1997 and he steadily increased the 

Dialogue’s 50-year history 
(Continued from page 1) 

holiday and New Year’s Eve parties. 

Memorable stories abound 

As vital as it is to have a capable 
editor who is willing to take charge of 
the newsletter, any editor will tell you 
that the presence of a hardworking, 
talented staff is every bit as important. 
They devote their time and energy on 
behalf of the Association, without 
compensation. In addition, the delivery 
volunteers who drop each issue at 
residents’ doors are indispensable. 

This editor can say with pride that 
the current Dialogue staff is the best he 
has ever worked with, as evidenced by 
its monthslong 50th anniversary 
coverage. 

The list of outstanding articles from 
the pages of the newsletter is long, but, 
focusing on the past decade, several 
come to mind: 
• Tracy Poyser’s touching story about 

the death of a resident, written from 
the perspective of the deceased 
resident’s dog (September 2012). 

• Poyser’s feature about then-
residents Vernita Gray and Pat 
Ewert, who became the first same-
sex couple wed in Illinois, in a 
ceremony performed in their unit, 
before the new law allowing such 
marriages took effect (December 
2013). 

• Lori Ziesmer’s profile of property 
manager Violette Deschamps (April 
2014). 

• Beth Robinson’s feature about 
children who had grown up in 
Malibu East (December 2016). 

• Helen Lambin’s remembrance of 
living in a “girls’ club” at 5900 N. 
Sheridan Road in the late 1950s 
(May 2018). 

• Ron Cohn’s wistful yet humorous six
-part series “Edgewater: A mid-
century reminiscence” (November 
2018; February, March, July 2019; 
January, February 2020). 

• Cohn’s firsthand account of how 
Malibu East was marketed in the 
early 1970s, along with some of the 
ads that were used, and his sidebar 
with biographies of Dunbar Build-
ers’ key players in the property 
(May, July 2020). 

• Linda Eng’s introduction to our new 
dog pens, as reviewed by the dogs 
(December 2020). 
You can find all of the above articles 

on our website at MalibuEast.org/
Dialogue. 

(Continued on page 12) 

advertising, with the aim of generating 
enough revenue to cover the printing 
costs, which he sometimes achieved. 
Copies of the Dialogue were mailed to 
many other condo associations in the 
neighborhood and to numerous 
Edgewater organizations. In turn, the 
staff gave more coverage to neighbor-
hood events. 

New content, technology 

Starting with January 2000, each 
issue of the Dialogue was posted on the 
Association’s website, MalibuEast.org. 
Winans began introducing color in the 
online PDFs, although the copies 
distributed to the residents continued 
to be in black and white. 

Since this writer became the editor, 
the staff has honed in on its primary 
objective: to promote communication 
among owners, residents, the Board of 
Directors, management and the staff of 
Malibu East. Each issue always includes 
the Board meeting notes, and the 
property manager’s report has expand-
ed in scope. The staff has profiled many 
residents and Association employees, 
bringing to light their many accom-
plishments. The Dialogue also offers 
practical advice, such as how to 
winterize your unit and how to reduce 
your water usage. It supplements these 
core articles with lighter fare that the 
staff hopes will be of interest to 
residents, such as the coverage (with 
photos) of Malibu East social events, 
reviews of local restaurants and stories 
about Edgewater history. 

Although the Association funds the 
Dialogue, the staff is given the freedom 
to express its opinions, within reason. 

The content of the newsletter has 
changed from editor to editor, but the 
focus has always been on life at Malibu 
East, including the residents’ activities 
and what management and the Board 
are doing. In September 1994 the 
Dialogue introduced the “Etta Kitt” 
column, which dealt with situations or 
behavior that was objectionable to 
some residents. In the January 1996 
issue, Scott Virzi was added to the staff 
as a cartoonist, debuting “The Adven-
tures of Balcony Man,” a multiframe 
cartoon that used humor to address 
annoying issues in the building. And in 
February 2013, one-frame cartoons by 
Nick Blea became an occasional feature. 

The use of four-color in printed 
copies that were distributed to resi-
dents was introduced in the January 
2019 issue, with color photos from the 



Page 10   September 2021 

 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Recently closed on 8G 

Contracts pending on 39H, 39L, 32L, 5M 

Units for sale: 39E, 36C 

Unit for rent: 35D 

• Salon 64, at 1064 W. Bryn Mawr 
Ave. 

• Twisted Tapas, at 1146 W. Pratt 
Blvd. 

Opened during pandemic 

• Beard & Belly, at 6157 N. Broad-
way, serves burgers, sandwiches, 
hand pies and poutine and has both 
indoor and outdoor dining. Next 
door the Honey Pie Bake Shop has 
a long menu of fruit and cream pies 
for dessert. 

• Center for COVID Control, at 1108 
W. Granville Ave., offers free RT-PCR 
COVID tests, free rapid antigen tests 
and, for $100, expedited RT-PCR 
COVID tests. 

• Cookies & Carnitas Brasserie and 
Café moved to the space vacated by 
the Growling Rabbit at 5940 N. 
Broadway. The cafe  offers coffee, 
beverages, cookies and light meals. 
The brasserie has tacos as well as 
dinner entrees such as cassoulet and 
whole roasted mackerel. 

• bb.q Chicken opened a second 
Chicago restaurant at 1103 W. Bryn 
Mawr Ave., where their specialty is 
Korean fried chicken. 

• George’s Deep Dish, at 6221 N. 
Clark St., makes small-batch, 
artisanal deep dish pizza. 

• La Pharmacie, located in the 
Edgewater Beach Apartments at 
5557 N. Sheridan Road, serves 
cocktails, small plates, tacos, 
flatbreads and sandwiches. 

• Parson’s Chicken & Fish opened a 
fourth Chicago location at 5721 N. 
Clark St. The restaurant has indoor 
dining as well as a large outdoor 
patio. The menu features fried 
chicken and fish. 

• Phlour Diner is located at 1100 W. 
Bryn Mawr Ave., down the street 
from the Phlour Cafe  and Bakery, in 
the location previously occupied by 

Changes in 
Edgewater: 2020s 
By Beth Robinson 

In conjunction with our decade-by-
decade timeline of noteworthy events at 

Malibu East, we are also 
looking back at changes that 
occurred in the larger 
Edgewater community during 

the corresponding decades. 
In the short time since the start of 

this decade in 2020, we have witnessed 
unprecedented events and changes in 
the world and in our personal lives that 
have inspired sadness and anger, as 
well as courage and hope. The impact of 
the pandemic on our local economy has 
also been apparent. Some businesses 
closed temporarily or permanently. 
Others were able to change their 
services or protocols to adapt to the 
situation. And still others found 
opportunities to undertake new 
business ventures. 

Here is a partial list of the businesses 
in the neighborhood that have closed 
their doors and those that have opened 
since the start of the pandemic. 

Closed permanently 

• Blu 57, at 5701 N. Clark St. 
• Cellars Bar and Grill, at 5900 N. 

Broadway, will close on Sept. 6 after 
15 years. 

• Chicago Discount Dry Cleaners, at 
6046 N. Broadway 

• Edgewater Antique Mall, at 6314 N. 
Broadway, closed after 18 years. 

• Farm Bar, at 1133 W. Granville Ave. 
• Hamburger Mary’s, at 5400 N. Clark 

St., was replaced by sweetgreen, a 
chain that features salads and rice 
bowls. 

• Income Tax, at 5959 N. Broadway 
• Nookies, at 1100 W. Bryn Mawr Ave. 
• Passerotto, at 5420 N. Clark St. 

Nookies. The brunch restaurant has 
both indoor and outdoor seating. 

• Rewired Pizza Café and Bar, at 
1100 W. Thorndale Ave., serves 
pizza, sandwiches, cocktails, wine 
and beer and has live music on 
Thursday and Sunday. They have 
indoor and outdoor dining. 

• Semilla’s Latin Kitchen & Wine 
Bar, at 6764 N. Sheridan Road, has a 
large, covered seating area outdoors 
in addition to the indoor restaurant. 
They serve Mexican- and Peruvian-
inspired dishes, as well as wine and 
cocktails, with live music on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday. 

Flu shots 
Walgreens will administer flu shots 

to residents on Wednesday, Sept. 22 
from 4-7 p.m. in the Plaza. Everyone is 
welcome but must wear a face mask at 
all times. 

There is no charge for the shot if you 
bring one of the following cards: 
Medicare Part B, Medicaid, Aetna, Cigna, 
UnitedHealthcare or Blue Cross (PPO 
only). If you are not a member of one of 
these plans, the cost will be $42.49, 
payable with cash or check. 

Seniors 65 or older will have the 
option of getting a higher-dose shot, 
which is covered by Medicare Part B. 
However, if you don’t have Part B 
coverage or don’t bring your card, the 
cost of the higher-dose shot will be 
$76.99. 

Your temperature will be taken by 
the Walgreens staff when you arrive. 
Please bring your own pen. If you don’t 
feel well that day, please stay home. 

The Social Committee is organizing 
this event. 

Please wear a face mask 
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living facility, etc. Please also assure 
access by taking the precaution of 
leaving a set of keys with management 
or at the front desk. Maintenance will 
enter the vacant units periodically in 
order to run water in the sinks, bath-
tubs, and shower bays, and check for 
pests. Per the Board of Directors, 
preventive inspections are free of 
charge. 

CARPET: As you have noticed, the 
standard cleaning process of our carpet 
has become ineffective over time. 
Residual dirt and stains left in the worn
-out fibers and backing migrate to the 
surface as the carpet dries out. The 
Board of Directors approved a budget 
to install double electrical outlets of 20 
amps each on each floor. This new 
electrical capacity will allow the usage 
of a powerful extractor. The electrical 
outlets will be installed in September. 
Until then, staff members will continue 
to shampoo the carpets with the 
existing equipment. 

BALCONY ISSUES: Despite several 
articles on this topic and a copy of the 
Rules and Regulations having been 
given to all residents in the building, we 
continue to experience issues such as: 

Management report 
(Continued from page 3) 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

 

• Smears being left on balconies as 
the result of wastewater overflood-
ing from a balcony; 

• Construction materials/residue/
dust and other objects either 
thrown off balconies, pushed off, 
washed off by rain or picked up by 
wind turbulence; 

• Cigarette butts being thrown on 
others’ balconies; 

• Chimes causing noise disturbances, 
and; 

• Dogs being left on balconies with no 
attendant as if it were a dog run, 
barking, whining, and relieving 
themselves on the balconies. 
All these incidents are resulting in 

aggravation, which the Board, manage-
ment, and the majority of our residents 
are working to minimize. Please care. 

Another area of concern is the 
sudden loss of Board members with the 
most knowledge of the building’s 
history. On top of the loss of Marcel 
Molins, who died March 1 after serving 
as president since October 1986, the 
directors who will be seated after this 
month’s election won’t include Carol 
Beatty, Martina Molins or Thomas C. 
Vaughan, all of whom have chosen not 
to run for reelection after long tenures 
on the Board. Of course, adding new 
directors with new ideas is key in 
revitalizing any board, but having a few 
directors who remember what hap-
pened with the Association many years 
ago is equally valuable. 

As with most things, it’s a question of 
balance. 

 

Malibu East by decade 
(Continued from page 8) 

2020-21 Board of Directors 

Arthur Arfa, President 
Thomas Vaughan, 1st Vice President 
Carl Stahlheber, 2nd Vice President 
Joan Scholl, Treasurer 
Sam Bullock, Assistant Treasurer 
Carl Chadek, Secretary 

Vicki Blair, Assistant Secretary 
Kenneth Bares, Director 
Carol Beatty, Director 
Sandy Chaet, Director 
Martina Molins, Director 
Andrew Pigozzi, Director 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2021 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 

6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 

Arthur Arfa, Board President 
Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

 Thomas C. Vaughan and Vicki Blair, Co-Chairs 
of the Communications Committee 

Larry Rosen, Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 

 Committee 

Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 
Neil Warner, Editor 

Tracy Poyser, Photo Editor 
Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor 

Bob Butler 
Ron Cohn 
Linda Eng 

Dianne Fishering 
Lynne Forella 

Jo Gayle 
Zohreh Ghavamshahidi 

Katie Heffernan 
Helen Lambin 

Rosemary Lambin 
Myrna Manners 
Ethel Mullin 
Tracy Poyser 
Beth Robinson 
Nancy Stoesser 
Lori Ziesmer 

Q & A with LindaLindaLinda 

How to access deck in 
wheelchair 
By Linda Eng 

We have two questions 
this month. 

I would like to take my 
mom down to the pool 
deck. She is in a wheel-
chair.  Where is the access for her? 

Linda: Mom will love the view of the 
lake. The handicap entrance is found on 
the north side of the fourth floor. From 
the elevator lobby on the fourth floor, 
go past the hallway to the pools and, 
immediately after passing the Billiard 
Room, you will find a corridor on your 
left that, after negotiating two separate 
doors, gives you access to a ramp 
leading to the north patio. Walk toward 
the lake and you have a lovely stroll to 
the south deck and the pool enclosure. 
Enjoy! 

I really like the look of our new 
Barcelona chairs in the lobby, but I 
have trouble getting up from them. 
Any thoughts? 

Linda: I found a helpful way to get 
up using the back of the chair. When 
you are ready to get up, turn sideways 
in the chair. Then you can use the back 
of the chair as a support. 

Do you have a question about Malibu 
East? You only need to reach out to 
Linda at questions@MalibuEast.org 
and I will find an answer. 

Newsletter editors 
(listed chronologically) 
Dunbar Builders 
Herb Emmerman 
Dee Feldstein 
Charles Morris/Dave Kaufman 
Debbie Warner 
John Van Keulen 
Tom Beatty 
Scott Young 
Richard Valdez 
Larry Rosen 
Albert C. Engel 
No editor (by committee) 
Norm Cratty 
Jack Winans 
Neil Warner 

Committees 
restructured 
By Linda Eng 

Our Malibu East committee structure 
will have a new format starting with 
our incoming Board of Directors. 
Rather than having the current 19 
committees, the Board will pare them 
down to six. Two of these, Admissions 
and Grievance, will be made up of 
Board members only. 

Four committees will actively seek 
non-Board member owners and 
residents to volunteer. These include: 
• Building Aesthetics and Services 
• Community Events and Recreation 
• Community Forum 
• Dialogue 
The other current committees will be 

covered by ad hoc committees or 
management, combined with one of the 
six new committees or eliminated 
entirely. 

At the annual meeting Sept. 21, 
committee sign-up sheets will be 
available for those interested in 
volunteering their thoughts and 
expertise for the building. 

This new structure should be more 
efficient, provide more rotation of 
committee leadership and membership 
and increase resident participation and 
input. 

 

Incidentally, the Edgewater Histori-
cal Society has requested permission to 
reprint in its newsletter a number of 
our articles that relate to local history. 

The Dialogue staff hopes that 
residents find something useful or 
interesting in each issue, even if they 
don’t read it cover-to-cover. Your 
comments and suggestions are encour-
aged; send them via email to 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org. 

Dialogue’s 50-year history 
(Continued from page 9) 

 
Next month: 

Tom Skilling’s top 
weather events 


