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By Ron Cohn 

A throng of more than 
100 festive Malibu East 
neighbors filled the 
Windjammer Room on 
Saturday, Sept. 25, to 
celebrate the building’s 50th anniver-
sary amid ’70s music and photos, a 
touching program of personal reminis-
cences, a sumptuous spread and plenty 
of Binny’s best. 

In the planning stages for over a year, 
the gala was the latest epic event 
produced under the Social Committee 
chairmanship of Board member Sandy 
Chaet, who was mistress of ceremonies 
for the commemorative program that 
was the centerpiece of the milestone 
occasion. 

Before it started, the gathering crowd 
was warmed up by an hour of drinks, 
snacks and music featuring the likes of 
Three Dog Night, the Bee Gees and the 
Grateful Dead, spun by perennial 
Malibu East disc jockey and neighbor 
Dominic Wayne, who was quick to 
credit fellow committee member Linda 
Touchstone’s collaboration on the 
playlist. 

Also playing continuously through-
out the evening was a slide show 
capturing the building’s history, 
assembled by Dominic. 

Introduction of ‘originals’ produces 
laughs, appreciation 

After her opening remarks of 

welcome, Sandy launched into the 
program’s first high point, the individu-
al introductions of 16 of the 19 original 
owners still living in the building 
(representing 17 units) who were 
present for the event. She said that 
three were unable to attend because 
they were traveling – Inge and George 
Nimitz, Carrie Cohen and Percy Smith 
– but the total in attendance was 
brought to 17 by the addition of Dr. 
Jack Horbal, whose family moved into 
the building as homeowners in 1971 
and is in its third generation of provid-
ing dental services in the Plaza in the 
person of his daughter Kerstin. Ac-
knowledging his inclusion, Jack said 
that the fourth generation of the family 
dentistry tradition “started first grade 
this September.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Starting on the lower floors and 

working her way up, Sandy brought 
forward each of the originals, most of 
whom had remarks that are noted here. 
In order of their introduction, they 
began with Marian Davis, sixth floor, 
who said she was “happy to be here to 
see all these people and hope to be here 
the next 50 years.” 

She was followed by Roula Ala-
kiotou, 20th, who related having met 
her late husband, Al Borenstine, at a 
party in his new Malibu East unit, which 
had been designed by fellow architec-
ture students of building designer John 
Macsai. She and Al got married and 

(Continued on page 6) 

Happy 50th, Malibu East! 
Nostalgia, festivities at anniversary gala 

State of the Association 

Each year the Dialogue publishes 
various reports that were presented at 
the annual meeting of unit owners, this 
year held on Sept. 21. With other reports 
found on the following pages, we begin 
with the report by Board president 
Arthur Arfa. 

By Arthur Arfa 

First, I would like to 
recognize several Board 
members who are ending 
their service on the Baord. 
These individuals are 
longtime Board members and have 
served diligently and creatively in the 
management of your Association for 
many years. I would like Thomas 
Vaughan, Carol Beatty and Martina 
Molins to stand and for you to express 
your appreciation for their long, 
diligent service to the Association. 

2021 has been a very challenging 
year. As you know, our longtime 
president, Marcel Molins, died on 
March 1. Marcel had an open mind and 
an outstanding approach to resolving 
issues. He also was a thorough gentle-
man who treated all individuals with 
concern and respect. Marcel had 
studied in London, Strasbourg, Ham-
burg, Trieste and Helsinki before 
coming to Chicago in 1963. He prac-
ticed law at Baker McKenzie. Marcel 
was generous with his time, helping his 
neighbors while serving as president of 
the Malibu East Board for over 30 
years. Marcel spent countless hours as 
president and had a genuine interest in 
the enhancement of the community at 
Malibu East. 

During 2021, we continued to deal 
with the effects of COVID-19. This 
entailed communicating with residents 
about any changes needed to enhance 

(Continued on page 15) 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, Oct. 19 
7:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Book club 
Sunday, Oct. 24 
1:00 p.m. - Community Room 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. For more 
events: malibueast.org/calendar 

Our condolences to the 
family and friends of 

Ahmad Siddiqui  

 

 

Sandy Chaet, emcee 
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Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 

Tuesday, Sept. 28, 2021 
Attendance: Seven Board members, two 
management representatives, 11 residents 
Excused: Kenneth Bares, Sam Bullock, Carl 
Chadek, Robert Gustafson, Carl Stahlheber. 
Presiding: President Arthur Arfa 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
1) “Helios change order 42 was added to 

Items requiring Board action. 
2) “Legislation” and “Pool season closing” 

were added to Old/new business. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of Aug. 31)  

Operating and reserve cash 
 $72,181 
Line of credit ($2 million) 
 $670,480 has been drawn 
Investment in units 
 $1,830,287 (10 units) 
Excess of operating revenue over 
expenses 
 $385,447 

2) Delinquencies (as of Sept. 24) 
$388,183, including $222,661 from 
former residents 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Building Aesthetics & Services – Vicki 

Blair 
Committee will meet and come up with 
its budget in advance of Board’s second 
budget meeting. Goal is to have all 
decorations put up by Thanksgiving. 

 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items requiring Board action 
1) 43D renovation or leasing 

After voting at Sept. 21 meeting to 
renovate this unit and offer it for sale, the 
Board awarded the renovation contract 
to a vendor. 

2) 5D renovation or leasing 
After voting at Sept. 21 meeting to 
renovate this unit and offer it for sale, 
directors awarded the renovation 
contract to a vendor. 

3) Parking feasibility study 
Tabled. 

4) Declaration update and amendment 
Tabled. 

5) Consultant for garage overhead 
concrete and traffic repairs membrane 
Board hired a consultant. 

6) Consultant for other concrete repairs 
Directors hired a consultant for repairs to 
east seawall and south parapet wall. 

7) Monthly self-parking policy 
Owners who spend only part of the year 
at Malibu East will be permitted to self-

park for less than a year at $200 per 
month, if a self-parking space is available. 

8) 22.1 disclosure statement 
Approved. 

9) Helios change order 42 
Board approved a change order to power
-wash the new atrium pavers and make 
needed alterations to the west 15-minute 
parking area. 

Old/new business  
1) Lobby enhancement 

Waiting for committee’s recommenda-
tion. 

2) Lower-level lighting, paint  
Nothing to report. 

3) Atrium renovation 
Project should be finished by mid-
October (see page 3). 

4) Rules revisions 
A draft will be ready by year-end. 

5) Association-owned units 
The Association owns 10 units, five of 
which are being rented, one is vacant and 
ready to be leased, one is listed for sale, 
and three are undergoing renovations. 

6) Plaza rental update 
Large office in executive suite has been 
leased for one year. One 8x10 space in 
the suite is still available. 

7) Manager spending limit, procurement 
protocol 
Nothing new. 

8) Legislation 
Director Sandy Chaet made directors 
aware of new state legislation affecting 
condos. 

9) Pool season closing 
Board gave management the discretion 
to decide when it’s appropriate to close 
the pools. 
 

The open session ended at 8:09 p.m. and 
went into closed session.  
 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, Sept. 21, 2021 
Attendance: Eleven Board members, two 
management representatives 
Excused: Carl Stahlheber 
Presiding: President Arthur Arfa 
 
Election of officers:  
President – Arthur Arfa 
Treasurer – Joan Scholl 
Secretary – Carl Chadek 
(In a departure from previous Boards, no 
vice presidents, assistant treasurer nor 
assistant secretary was elected.) 
 
Election of committee chairs: 
Admissions – Andrew Pigozzi 
Grievance – Dominic Wayne 
Building Aesthetics & Services – Vicki Blair 

Community Events & Recreation – Sam 
Bullock 
(The new Board has reduced the number of 
committees from 19 to six, with the chair of 
each being elected rather than appointed by 
the president.) 
 
Other action items: 
1) Board approved a change order to repair 

any damaged pavers and then power-
wash all pavers. 

2) Board rejected a motion to apply a 
sealant to the pavers. 

3) Board voted to renovate Association-
owned units 43D and 5D and then list 
both for sale. 

4) Board tabled the hiring of a consultant 
for a parking feasibility study. 

Open session ended at 9:29 p.m. and went 
into closed session. 

Book club 
The Malibu East book club resumes its 

discussions on Sunday, Oct. 24 at 1 p.m. in 
the Community Room. The subject of the 
discussion will be “Mr. Penumbra’s 24-
Hour Bookstore” by Robin Sloan. 

After losing his high-tech job due to the 
Great Recession, Clay Jannon takes a job 
working the night shift at Mr. Penumbra’s 
bookstore. The few customers who come 
into the bookstore never seem to buy 
anything, but rather they “check out” 
obscure volumes from strange corners of 
the store. Soon, Clay enlists his friends in 
trying to figure out what is actually going 
on. 

The book is available at the Chicago 
Public Library, Amazon.com, Barnes & 
Noble and independent booksellers. 

The next book to be discussed will be 
“Amoralman: A True Story and Other 
Lies” by Derek DelGaudio. 

The mesmerizing sculpture "Angels 
Unawares," by figurative artist Timothy 
Schmalz, is being displayed on the Loyola 
campus until Oct. 15, near the Winthrop 
Avenue entrance. This portrayal of the 
immigrants' struggle, commissioned by 
Pope Francis, is a must-see. (Photo by 
Savita Sawhney) 
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ATRIUM PROJECT: The atrium 
project has been delayed to allow Helios 
to proceed with lab tests in order to 
examine the nature of the black mark-
ings on the pavers, and if the pavers 
installed in the atrium had been 
fabricated per the specifications of the 
manufacturer. 

The test results are: 
1. The markings are from asphalt 

components picked up by tires from 
the street during the lengthy and dry 
heat wave present at the time of the 
installation; the markings are not 
from the traffic membrane applied 
on the floors of the garage; 

2. The fabrication specifications did 
test per the manufacturer’s specs. 

The Board authorized Helios to 
resume the work subject to the follow-
ing: 
1. Replace the damaged pavers; 
2. Power-wash the markings; 
3. Regrout. 

Helios submitted a calendar indicat-
ing that the atrium project will be 
completed by mid-October. The work 
will be executed in phases similarly to 
the logistics adopted during the original 
installation of the pavers. Note that the 
access slope to the west 15-minute 
parking area will be corrected with an 
elongated slant. 

ORIGINAL SLIDING DOOR AND 
WATER LEAKS: The original sliding 
doors in your unit may be the subject of 
water infiltration during long and windy 
storms. These original sliding doors, 
which are more than 50 years old, have 
been surpassed in design and perfor-
mance; the newer products designed for 
high-rises are built to resist high 
turbulences and long, heavy rains 
experienced in high-rises. If an original 
sliding door is prone to water infiltra-
tion, the water enters the knee wall 
under the sliding door and finds its way 
into the concrete and components of the 
walls and flooring. This infiltration then 
causes over time deterioration of the 
rebars and concrete and finishes, which 
then cause cracking and delamination of 
the components. In those cases, you will 
observe deterioration of the walls and/
or ceilings and/or floor finishes within 
the vicinity of the original leaking sliding 
doors. 

KGH Architects and Engineers was 
hired by the Board in 2019 to perform 
water tests on original sliding doors; all 
of the tested sliding door assemblies, in 
12 different units, showed water leaks 
visible on the floor within minutes. 
KGH’s report contains KGH’s findings, 
conclusions and recommendations 
about the original sliding door assem-
blies. This report was email-blasted at 
the time of issuance and is available 
upon request in the Management Office. 
As a result of the water test performed 
by KGH, it is recommended to replace 
the original sliding doors with the 
assemblies approved by the Board in 
order to avoid deterioration of personal 
property owned by owners and common 
elements owned by the Association. 

Note that any costs associated to 
sliding door assemblies are the respon-
sibility of the owner of the unit; unit 
owners may also be responsible for 
damage to the common areas and 
finishes within their units or neighbor-
ing units that may be caused by water 
leaks resulting from their respective 
sliding door assemblies. 

Following the water testing and per 
request of the Board, KGH has prepared 
a guideline for the replacement of the 
sliding doors; the Board of Directors 
adopted KGH’s guideline as a policy for 
the replacement of the sliding doors; the 
guideline includes the product specifica-
tions and installation provisions, and a 
list of approved products. This policy is 
available in the office along with a list of 
installers specializing with the approved 
sliding doors. 

Keep in mind that water is the enemy 
Number One of construction, whether 
liquid (rain/condensation), solid (ice/
snow) or gaseous (moisture/vapor). Be 
aware that the costs of concrete and 
finishes repairs are expensive and 
unfortunately tend to increase exponen-
tially over time. If you are experiencing 
water infiltration and damage in the 
vicinity of your sliding doors, we are 
strongly advising you to inform your 
homeowner insurance broker, as well as 
to consider taking actions to remediate 
this issue. 

CHUTE ROOM BY THE PASSENGER 
ELEVATORS: The chute room is a small 
room that contains a tubular chute that 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

travels from the 45th floor down to the 
lower level. The room is big enough to 
enter, pull open the panel door, and toss 
domestic waste. 

The chute shall never be used: 
1. to dump liquids, oils and the like as 

they stick to the walls of the chute; 
2. to dump cat litter (even triple-

bagged) as the bags explode upon 
contact with the lower level and 
create air contamination; 

3. to dispose of construction waste of 
any kind as it blocks the chute and is 
not acceptable as domestic waste; 
construction waste must be disposed 
of by the contractor hired to do the 
work, or by renting a dumpster from 
management; 

4. to dispose of biohazard materials 
(blood, syringes, bandages, etc.) as 
they should be disposed of in special 
containers handled by a specialized 
waste management company; 

5. to dispose of flammables (paints, 
solvents, etc.) as they should be 
disposed of using the City of Chica-
go’s programs; 

6. to dispose of electronics (keyboard, 
computer, radios, cell phones) as 
they should be placed in the special 
recycling boxes located by the 
Receiving Room. 

BULK ROOM BY THE SERVICE 
ELEVATOR: The bulk rooms are located 
at the west end of the floors and serve 
the main purpose of storing recycling. 
The bulk rooms are also used to dispose 
of cat litter by placing the solidly bagged 
litter into the wall-mounted turquoise 
container. 

The bulk room shall never be used: 
1. to dispose of construction waste of 

any kind; construction waste must be 
disposed of by the contractor hired 
to do the work, or by renting a 
dumpster from management; 

2. to dispose of biohazard materials 
(medication, blood, syringes, 
bandages, etc.) as they should be 
disposed of in special containers 
handled by a specialized waste 
management company; 

3. to dispose of flammables (paints, 
thinners, solvents, oxygen tank, etc.) 
as they should be disposed of using 
the City of Chicago’s programs; 

4. to dispose of electronics (keyboard, 
computer, radios, cell phones) as 
they should be placed in the special 
recycling boxes located by the 
Receiving Room. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

48TH WARD 
Free flu and COVID-19 shots. Bring 
an ID and a health insurance card if 
you have them. Advance registration 
is encouraged. 
Tuesday, Oct. 12, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
St. Ita’s Church, Jubilee Hall 
(enter from parking lot) 
5500 N. Broadway 
tinyurl.com/48thwardflu 

5959: “AUTHORS & IDEAS” 
Pam Mandel – Travel writer discuss-
es her new book, “The Same River 
Twice.” 
Thursday, Oct. 14, 7 p.m. 
Dr. Jan Berger – She will discuss her 
book “Re-Engaging in Trust: The 
Missing Ingredient to Fixing 
Healthcare.” 
Thursday, Oct. 21, 7 p.m. 
Purchase tickets for these virtual 
events at 
5959chicago.com/events 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
The armory has reopened to the 
public, with limited park program-
ming. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO NORTHSIDE AARP 
COMMUNITY GROUP 
Seniors group meets via Zoom at 
12:30 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 
month (Oct. 5). 
bit.ly/mecax1 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, Oct. 19, 7 p.m. 
(third Tuesday of the month) 
Sign up for Zoom meeting at 
CAPS.024District@chicagopolice.org 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: noon-7 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Sun. 1-5 p.m. 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Current exhibits: “The Chicago 
Conspiracy Trial: One Juror’s Ordeal,” 
“Edgewater Beach Hotel: 100 Years 

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

Later” and “High Water and Hell” 
See website for schedule of walking 
tours. 
Regular museum hours: 
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR 
CENTER 
Now open for in-person, socially 
distanced dining of enhanced box 
lunches, Mon.-Fri., two seatings:  
10:30-11:30 a.m. and noon-1 p.m. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
Online programs via Zoom to engage 
and support older adults. 
www.EVChicago.org 

E-WASTE RECYCLING 
Streets and Sanitation Dept. is 
partnering with Dept. of Health to 
collect electronic waste for recycling. 
Items accepted include computers, 
monitors, TVs, printers, keyboards, 
mice, VCRs, DVD players, video game 
consoles, MP3 players, iPods. 
Streets and Sanitation Div. 1 yard 
6441 N. Ravenswood 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Nov. 3, Dec. 1 

FARMERS MARKETS 
Andersonville: 3-7 p.m. Wed.  
Thru Oct. 20 
On Catalpa betw. Clark & Ashland 
andersonvillemarket.org 
Evanston: 7:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat.  
Thru Nov. 6 
At University Place & Oak Ave. 
EvanstonFarmersMarkets.org 
Glenwood: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sun.  
Thru Oct. 24 
On Pratt betw. Sheridan & Lakewood 
glenwoodsundaymarket.org 
Uptown: 2:30-7 p.m. Wed.  
Thru Nov. 24 
At Wilson & Broadway 
www.chicagomarket.coop/
uptownfarmersmarket 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Online programs for persons 60 and 
over.  
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
whitecranewellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

LIFELINE THEATRE 
“Sense and Sensibility” by Jane 
Austen 
The classic drama is presented as an 
audio drama, by episode. 

Available for listening thru Oct. 31 
773-761-4477 
lifelinetheatre.com 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
“Radium Girls” by D.W. Gregory 
An element as bright as the Roaring 
’20s, radium can shrink tumors and 
illuminate clock dials. But as its 
industry grows, factory workers are 
dying from a gruesome disease 
linked to the nation’s latest miracle 
cure. The play follows Grace Fryer 
and other dial painters suing for 
recognition from the company that 
made them sick.  
Oct. 28 thru Nov. 7 
In-person tickets are restricted to 
Loyola students, faculty and staff, but 
the general public can buy tickets for 
livestreaming at $10. 

RALPH ARNOLD GALLERY 
“Open” 
The exhibition explores intersections 
of access, identity and creativity.  
Thru Nov. 5  
1131 W. Sheridan 
773-508-7510 
luc.edu/ralpharnoldgallery 

RAVEN THEATRE 
“The Last Pair of Earlies” by 
Joshua Allen 
Danger forces Wayland Early and his 
wife, Della Rose, to flee north to 
Chicago. Before they know it, nearly 
two decades have passed, and both 
Wayland and Della find themselves 
increasingly unable to count on 
anything, including their marriage.  
Oct. 27 thru Dec. 12  
6157 N. Clark 
773-338-2177 
raventheatre.com 

REDTWIST THEATRE 
“The Humans” by Stephen Karam 
When the Blake family visits their 
youngest daughter’s run-down New 
York apartment for Thanksgiving, the 
holiday folks songs and family stories 
quickly unravel into tantrums and 
unspoken family secrets, including 
the unsettling news that one of these 
humans has to share.  
Oct. 10 thru Nov. 14 
1044 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-728-7529 
redtwist.org 

 

An updated Xfinity channel 
guide can be found at 

www.MalibuEast.org/tv  
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Restaurant review 

Unusual dishes shine 
at Semilla’s 

It has been a difficult 18 months for 
the restaurant industry as establish-
ments struggle to pay their fixed costs 
and keep staff amid the various 
lockdowns, capacity limitations and 
mask mandates. Nevertheless, some 
entrepreneurs have had the courage to 
open new dining venues even in the 
midst of the pandemic. 

That was the case for Patricia 
Norabuena and Jose Roque, who 
banked on their previous experience in 
the restaurant business when they 
opened Semilla’s Latin Kitchen & Wine 
Bar at the corner of Sheridan Road and 
Pratt Boulevard in September 2020. 
Opening in the location previously 
occupied by Ethiopian coffeehouse 
Royal Coffee, they built a roof and walls 
around their large sidewalk patio to 
enable them to survive their first winter 
there. 

When the warmer weather arrived, 
they removed some of the plexiglass 
walls of the patio, allowing the lake 
breezes to circulate among the diners 
but still providing some shelter from 
the elements while enabling diners to 
eat outdoors. As winter approaches, 
they will reinstall the plexiglass to keep 
out the cold. 

The Dialogue Diners, seven strong, 
went to Semilla’s on a Wednesday 
evening in August to find out what it 
had to offer. We chose to sit on the 
spacious patio, where we could listen to 
the music of guitarist Andy Pratt, who 
played jazz stylings with Spanish 
overtones. 
“Sitting in the covered outdoor 

seating area, shielded from the street 
noise and commotion and listening to 
the live bossa nova music, made dining 
at Semilla’s a pleasant experience,” said 
Beth, one of our group. 

We started with drinks. Helen said 
the Oaxacan manhattan was “great,” 
and Neil enjoyed the caipirinha del Rio, 
Brazil’s national cocktail. Other diners 
tried the wine and beer. 

The menu is largely Peruvian but 
encompasses other Latin cuisines as 
well. 

We shared a couple of appetizers, 
guacomole with tortilla chips and 
anticuchos. Anita and Ron deemed the 
guacomole “very good, chunky, not too 
spicy, but with a slight kick and very 
fresh.” Anticuchos are a traditional 

Peruvian street food consisting of beef 
hearts that are marinated and grilled. 
Semilla’s serves them as slices, accom-
panied by Peruvian pepper sauce, 
sweet potato, Peruvian white corn and 
mixed greens. For several of us, it was 
our first experience eating this dish. 
Neil liked the hearty beef flavor 
combined with the pepper sauce. Beth, 
who has eaten anticuchos on other 
occasions, said the meat was juicy and 
had good seasoning. 

Three of our diners chose the 
hamburguesa con queso, an eight-ounce 
Angus beef patty with pepper jack 
cheese, pickled cucumber, caramelized 
onions and house aioli on a brioche 
bun, accompanied by fries. Ron said, 
“The spread (aioli) on the burger was 
too spicy and it was way too rare to 
qualify for medium, which is what I 
asked for. Anita’s was the same, but she 
didn’t mind, being a fan of beef tartare.” 
Paula, though, praised the burger, 
saying, “The hamburger was one of the 
best, and (I liked) the fries even more.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Debbie and Neil both ordered the 

octopus entree and liked it very much. 
The large serving of octopus was 
marinated in the Peruvian pepper sauce 
and perfectly cooked. It had the same 
accompaniments as the anticuchos 
appetizer. 

Beth ordered the pumpkin flower 
quesadilla, which she said “didn't look 
like a quesadilla. The plate came with 
three small corn tortillas, each topped 
with a pumpkin flower and a hardly 
visible sprinkling of cheese. Once I got 
over the disconnect between the dish 
and my expectations, I enjoyed the food. 
The tortillas, served with sour cream 
and a spicy sauce on the side, were 
delicious.” 

Helen was intrigued by the menu 
description of the Peruvian ceviche, fish 
marinated in lime juice, which she had 
never tried, so she ordered the appetiz-
er as her entree. “The ceviche was 
unusual, tasty and interesting,” she said. 
“But I would have liked something with 
it, e.g., a bread option for dipping, as 
with mussels.” 

Other entree options include whole 
Italian bass, filet mignon, skirt steak, 
salmon, chicken mole, roasted poblano 
pepper and tacos. Prices range from 

market price ($45 that evening) for the 
whole bass to $18 for the tacos or the 
hamburger. Semilla’s also offers a 
selection of sharable side dishes such as 
fried brussel sprouts, grilled asparagus, 
sauteed spinach, potato tostones, fried 
plantain and fried yuca. 

We didn’t have room for dessert. The 
limited options when we dined includ-
ed tres leches cake. 

Our server was attentive and 
efficient, helping us with our decisions. 
The food came to our table from the 
kitchen in a reasonable time. 

Semilla’s offers live music four nights 
a week, has a happy hour from 4-5 p.m. 
daily, a Taco Tuesday special, and a 
burger and wings special from 4-6 p.m. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

Parking can be a challenge in this 
neighborhood, especially at dinnertime. 
Parking is permitted on Sheridan and 
Pratt. Many of the side streets require a 
specific parking permit, so beware. 

Semilla’s Latin Kitchen is an inviting 
dining option in our neighborhood, 
particularly for diners who are looking 
for something different and don’t mind 
paying a bit more for it. 
 
Semilla’s Latin Kitchen & Wine Bar 
6764 N. Sheridan Road 
773-516-4411 
SemillasLatinKitchenWineBar.com 
Open 4-9 p.m. Tue.-Thu., 1-10 p.m. Fri.-
Sat. Closed Sundays and Mondays 

Board election results 
Samuel E. Bullock 35.39% 
Andrew Pigozzi 33.71% 
Carl Stahlheber 29.71% 
Carl Chadek 26.67% 
Brian Anderson 22.96% 
Robert Gustafson 20.46% 
Dominic Wayne 3.92% 
 
Pat Montemurro 2.67% 
 
Total 175.49% 
Quorum 31.31% 
 
The top six candidates were elected 

to two-year terms. The seventh can-
didate was elected to a one-year term. 

Only six candidates were on the 
official ballot. Dominic Wayne and Pat 
Montemurro were nominated from the 
floor during the annual meeting, after 
which the owners present at the 
meeting were allowed to cast new 
ballots that took into account the 
additional candidates.  
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raised twins here and she related 
having asked her mother to come here 
from Greece to help with the babies for 
a few months. “She stayed 15 years and 
a non-English-speaking Greek grandma 
was a fixture in the children’s play-
room.” 

A number of these “Malibu East 
originals,” including Roula and the 
Horbals, have been profiled by the 
Dialogue in a series of anniversary 
articles this year. You can find them 
online at MalibuEast.org/Dialogue. 

Next in order was Martina Molins, 
25th, who, along with her children Tom 
and Nicole, was introduced during a 
later part of the program devoted to her 
much-missed late husband Marcel. 

Joseph Montgomery, also on 25, got 
a big reaction to his having brought his 
first mortgage statement in the amount 
of $351.82, “and that included the real 
estate taxes.” 

Anna Sayrun, from the 31st, got a 
laugh with her recollection that she 
asked someone when they moved in 
what was going to be done with the 
beautiful model unit furniture. “He said 
it would probably be sold and I said, 
OK, here’s 50 dollars.” Also from 31, 
Katherine Strauss told how her son, 
who was two when they moved in, as 
he grew up brought over classmates, all 
of whom lived in single-family houses. 
They all went home saying, “That’s 
what I want, a balcony and all that 
water.” 

Joan Scholl, from the 36th, explained 
that she hadn’t planned to attend the 
gala “because I had just broken my leg, 
but it’s been a couple of months and it’s 
getting better.” She related how she 
bought here when she graduated from 
college, having been attracted by all the 
amenities, starting with living on the 
lake. She joked that “after all this time 
the lake hasn’t changed and, pretty 
much, neither has the building.” 

Joan was followed by Nancy and 
Fred Stoesser, the 36th. Nancy said 
that when they looked at the building, 
there were no units available that they 
liked. “We ended up buying the model, 
and we never moved from that apart-
ment. Why move when you’ve got a 
view like that?” 

Avany Penaherrera, 37th, ex-
claimed, “Fifty years – that’s half a 
century. We don’t look like it, do we? 
WE MUST LOVE THIS PLACE!” She 

Happy 50th, Malibu East! 
(Continued from page 1) 

recalled how her husband, George, who 
died last December of COVID-19, loved 
Malibu East. “Believe me, it’s a great 
investment.” Vilma and son Jorge 
Scerba, also from 37, expressed 
gratitude for Malibu East having been a 
wonderful place for family life. “Jorge 
was born in October, just two months 
after we moved in,” Vilma recalled. “We 
were always happy.” Jorge added that 
the amenities were mentioned by 
everyone, but “the community of 
people was the best.” 

Liliana and daughter Melanie 
Ristic, on 38, were up next. Melanie 
explained it was her mother who 
actually has lived here for 50 years, but 
she was unable to attend because she 
was rehabbing a broken shoulder. “She 
has been very happy here. She swam 
every single day in the summer, which 
kept her going, and now she’s 100 years 
old in two months!” 

Bobbie DeFrancesca, 40th, said 
that this was a wonderful place to raise 
her daughter, mentioning the swim-
ming pool and all the things the 
building had to offer. “The Captain’s 
Walk was a great place to buy clothes 
and there was a great hair shop. It’s just 
been a beautiful place, and it’s been 
good to me,” she concluded. 

Dennis Delavara, from 42, told of 
seeking a place to live that met all his 
criteria – for lake views, amenities and 
convenience to transportation to the 
Loop – and Malibu East checked all the 
boxes. “I signed a contract here 50 
years ago and I haven’t regretted it for a 
minute,” he said. 

Eleida Gomez, 44th, said, “It’s so 
nice seeing people that I first met 50 
years ago. It feels good. Living at Malibu 
East has always been a happy time for 
me.” 

At the conclusion of the introduc-
tions and responses, Sandy expressed 
her appreciation to the honorees and 
presented them each with a “thank you” 
gift. They then accompanied Tracy 
Poyser to the north terrace for the 
group photo you can see on Page 7 of 
this issue. 

Special tribute to Marcel Molins 

The program, which included the 
light moments of an audience participa-
tion trivia game along with the laughs 
provided by many of the original 
buyers, concluded on a more serious 
note. 

Board president Art Arfa and 
Dialogue editor Neil Warner each 

presented their personal appreciation 
of longtime Board president Marcel 
Molins and the impact he had on Malibu 
East and on themselves. They were 
joined front and center by Marcel’s 
children, Tom and Nicole, who grew up 
in this building. 

Art began his tribute: “We are here to 
celebrate 50 years of residence in 
Malibu East. Those 50 years were 
dominated by one outstanding individ-
ual, our longtime president Marcel 
Molins, who died on March 1st of this 
year. … Marcel had an open mind and 
an outstanding approach to resolving 
issues. He was a gentleman who was 
always able to treat everyone with 
respect and courtesy, regardless of 
(their) motives.” 

Art emphasized that “many of the 
amenities, the good financial position 
and the outstanding reputation of the 
Association and this building can be 
attributed to Marcel’s fine leadership 
and devotion to the welfare of this place 
we call home.” 

Neil recalled his interactions with 
Marcel during their 16 years together 
on the Board, and what he gained from 
them. 

“I marveled at how well Marcel could 
perfect a letter to an owner, when it 
was required,” Neil said. “When I was 
the secretary, one of my jobs was to 
communicate Board decisions to 
owners. Being a professional editor, I 
thought I could write fairly well, but I 
soon found I had a lot to learn about 
such ‘official’ letters. Marcel always had 
time to look at another of my drafts, 
seeking to craft the best possible letter. 
Remember, too, this mastery of written 
English came from a man who grew up 
speaking Catalan and Spanish. In all, he 
spoke seven languages.” 

“Especially important,” Neil added, 
“in his 34-plus years as president, 
Marcel oversaw a long period of 
financial stability for the Association, 
with no special assessments. During his 
tenure, the Reserve Fund increased 
from $195,000 in 1986 to a peak of $6.9 
million in 2017.” 

“To fully appreciate what he did for 
Malibu East,” Neil concluded, “you 
should remember him as a brilliant but 
selfless leader who was fiscally astute, 
avoided any conflict of interest and had 
a vision for the Association’s future. 
Above all, he was a compassionate man 
who cared deeply about his family and 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Photos by Tracy Poyser, Rosemary Lambin, James Brainer and Moki Sire  

Malibu East’s 50th anniversary gala photos 

More party photos and Tracy Poyser’s 50th anniversary collage on Page 10 
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More party photos and Tracy Poyser’s 50th anniversary collage 

Photos by Tracy Poyser, Rosemary Lambin, James Brainer and Moki Sire  
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Walk down memory lane 

Songs of 1971 

By Rosemary J. Lambin 

With Malibu East turning 50 years old 
this year, the Dialogue is commemorating 
our founding with a look back at what 

was happening in society when 
residents began moving into 
the building in 1971. The trip 
down memory lane continues 

this month with a retrospection of the 
music scene in ’71. 

1971 was a good year for music, with 
something for almost every taste. The 
Beatles had broken up the previous year, 
but the band members all had successful 
solo releases – George Harrison with 
“My Sweet Lord,” Paul McCartney with 
“Another Day,” John Lennon with 
“Power to the People,” and Ringo Starr 
with “It Don’t Come Easy.” The Rolling 
Stones had Sticky Fingers, one of their 
best-selling albums. It was also well-
known for its cover, with the zipper that 
really worked. (It was later replaced 
with a photo of a zipper, since it was 
discovered that the zipper was damag-
ing the vinyl record inside.) In those 
days, everything was on vinyl or cassette 
tapes. CDs would not come out until 11 
years later, and digital music downloads 
were almost 30 years down the road. 

The Grateful Dead, founded in San 
Francisco in the 1960s, was touring. The 
band became known for its colorful live 
shows and loyal fans. Many Deadheads 
followed the band around the country 
when it was on tour. The Grateful Dead 
also allowed fans to record its shows. 

In the soul and R&B category, Isaac 
Hayes’ “Theme from Shaft” reached No. 
1 on the Billboard Hot 100. Marvin Gaye 
had “What’s Going On,” “Mercy Mercy 
Me” and “Inner City Blues (Make Me 
Wanna Holler).” Aretha Franklin, Stevie 
Wonder, James Brown and Wilson 
Pickett also had multiple hit songs in 
1971. And the music-dance TV show 
Soul Train had its debut and ran 35 
years, until 2006. 

For country fans, Johnny Cash 
released “Flesh and Blood” and “Man in 
Black.” Cash also hosted a TV show that 
ran from June 1969 through March 
1971, with a variety of musical talent. 
Cash would open the show, giving his 
signature “Hello, I’m Johnny Cash” 
greeting before he began to play. Dolly 
Parton put out her Coat of Many Colors, 
her most successful album to date, and 
John Denver recorded “Take Me Home, 
Country Roads,” which helped launch his 

career. 
Chances are, you bought your music 

at a record store. In Chicago and the 
suburbs, there was Rose Records, 
including its flagship store on Wabash, 
known for its classical music collection. 
The chain went out of business in the 
mid-1990s, facing competition from 
larger retailers. Unfortunately, many 
record/music stores have suffered the 
same fate over the years, losing ground 
to online retailers and digital technolo-
gy. 

Many people are still listening to 
those songs that were popular in 1971. 
The format may have changed – it may 
be CDs or digital downloads or music-
streaming services such as Spotify or 
Pandora. But the music still sounds 
good. 

Committee report 

Building aesthetics, 
landscaping 
By Carl Chadek 

This past year we have seen the 
completion and near completion of two 
extremely large projects here at Malibu 
East – the comprehensive renovation/
restoration of the tower façade and the 
soon-to-be-completed landscape and 
urban design project. The atrium will 
be completed in the coming weeks. Our 
fantastic building looks terrific from the 
top of the tower all the way down to the 
street. 

Our elegant lobby has been refreshed 
with new furniture, carpet and paint. 
Additional lobby furniture is being 
investigated by committee members 
and we will see the garage lobby 
refreshed with new furniture and paint 
soon. The committee is also planning on 
refreshing the Windjammer Room, 
Community Room and other fourth-
floor amenities as we look forward to 
the comprehensive renovation of these 
spaces in the coming years. Renovation 
of the residential hallways is coming up 
as described in our reserve study. 

Some challenges that we see are the 
fourth-floor exterior decks. These are 
enormous areas with great possibilities 
but need attention. The swimming pool 
surround is past its useful life, the 
gazebos are in rough shape, and the 
existing “stone” furniture is dated and 
looking quite weathered. The south-
facing parapet wall of the swimming 
area is buckling and must be remedied. 
The concrete wall that caps the seawall 
at the “boat dock” level is beginning to 
show signs of spalling and will need 
serious attention. 

Our Board of Directors works very 
hard to budget everything appropriate-
ly and keep a watchful eye on spending 
while making sure our building is taken 
care of properly. It’s a beautiful building 
and a great community! 

Please remember that our new 
committee structure allows for more 
involvement from owners in the 
following committees: 
• Building Aesthetics and Services 
• Community Events and Recreation 
• Community Forum Planning 
• The Dialogue 

Consider being an influential part of 
your community. Contact management 
and a Board member will get in touch. 

his neighbors. All in all, it’s quite a 
legacy he has left us.” 

Tom Molins spoke briefly for the 
family, with some personal remem-
brances to finish the program. 

Party on – eat, drink and 
dance if you can 

As the festivities resumed and the 
crowd headed for the bar and the 
heavily laden buffet table, committee 
members made sure everyone received 
a commemorative keepsake – a key ring 
emblazoned with the Malibu East logo. 

Sandy was eager to express her 
plaudits for everyone on the committee, 
who, she said, “all worked incredibly 
hard” on the planning and prepara-
tions, then “enjoyed themselves” as 
they filled specific roles on the big day. 
“We had talked about hiring a kitchen 
staff and waitstaff, but decided to save 
the money and do it ourselves,” she 
said. “And I don’t know how many 
noticed that we all dressed alike, in 
black and white.” 

Vanna Edwards and Linda Touch-
stone were in charge of the kitchen, 
Jennifer Eicher handled the bar and 
James Brainer, Sally King and Kenyatta 
Edwards worked the floor and provid-
ed support wherever needed. Sandy 
also wanted to give shout-outs to Larry 
Rosen and Neil Warner for the invita-
tion and table graphics and special 
thanks to Tracy Poyser for the fascinat-
ing collage of Malibu East faces in the 
“50” numerical display suggested by 
Marian Davis. 

Happy 50th, Malibu East! 
(Continued from page 6) 
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HALLWAY DOORS: The main and 
kitchen doors of each unit are fire-rated. 
Perforations or modifications to the 
locks and veneer compromise the fire 
rating. In the past 10 years or so, a large 
number of hallway doors have been 
replaced by MECA because the edges or 
veneer were damaged, or a third lock 
had been added, or screw perforations 
were made to suspend decorations or 
install door sweepers. The replacement 
cost of the doors is billed back to the 
owners, or to sellers at the time of the 
closing. All hallway doors of units for 
sale are inspected in the context of any 
type of ownership change, whether it is 
a transfer between family members, a 
transfer through a will or quit claim 
deed, a regular sale, etc. 

GAPS AT BOTTOM OF THE HALL-
WAY DOORS: The half-inch gap left at 
the bottom of the hallway doors is 
needed for the ventilation of your unit, 
per the builder's design. The building 
was designed to circulate fresh air from 
the roof into the hallways and then fresh 
air pushed through the gap at the 
bottom of the doors into the units. Fresh 
air entering the units will, in return, 
cause air movement within the unit that 
will migrate the used/contaminated air 
up to the roof. It is a 24/7 ventilation 
cycle necessary to maintain the mini-
mum air change required by code. 
Blocking the gaps at the bottom of the 
hallway doors stops the needed fresh air 
intake in units. 

RISE BUILDING: Management has 
held, in the last three weeks, three lobby 
events to acquaint residents with the 
new Rise Building internet portal, in 
addition to several email blasts. Great 
progress has been made to successfully 
enroll our residents equipped with 
email. The switchover from the current 
software used by the Receiving Room to 
Rise will occur on Oct. 18, meaning that 
starting on Oct. 18, all package notifica-
tions will be performed using the Rise 
portal. It is important that any 
packages processed prior to Oct. 18 
are picked up by residents. 

Please get familiarized with the app 
using the Rise email you have already 
received. Rise is simple to download and 
log in if you have not already done so. If 
you do not find the Rise email, contact 
management to get your log-in infor-
mation. Once in, start with a simple step 
by completing the form “Emergency 

Management report 
(Continued from page 3) 

Committee report 

Television, internet 
By Thomas C. Vaughan 

In 2019, Malibu East entered into a 
three-year contract with Comcast’s 
Xfinity for cable and internet service. 
We purposely limited the term of this 
commitment due to fast-changing 
technologies so we can revisit our needs 
in 2022. Currently, each owner pays $52 
monthly for both television and internet 
services, although Xfinity can increase 
the price up to 4% annually. 

Under our contract, Xfinity has 
provided residents with a modem/
router for the internet, a DVR receiver, a 
second receiver and two voice-enabled 
remote controls. 

Xfinity’s internet service’s speed is 
now 400 Mbps download and 20 Mbps 
for uploading. Each residence’s wireless 
modem/router integrates fully with the 
television features and provides for our 
Web surfing needs. 

The basic channels provided by 
Xfinity are comprehensive, but there is 
an optional Preferred supplemental 
package that adds even more coverage 
for an additional $9.95 a month. 
Additionally, any one of the HBO, TMC, 
Showtime, Starz or Cinemax premium 
packages ($15 retail) is available at 
Malibu East’s bulk pricing of $9.95 
monthly. 

Our contract is set to expire in 
October 2022. A Board committee will 
convene this year to create a residents’ 
survey to understand what direction 
should be recommended to the Board 
for next October’s contract expiration. 

Malibu East’s Comcast service 
representative is Emily Zaharopoulos 
(Emily_Zaharopoulos@comcast.com), 
who stands ready to help residents with 
any Comcast issues. Comcast’s 800 
number for customer service cannot 
access our bulk pricing. Should anyone 
wish to order additional Comcast 
services, Emily can get you started at 
our bulk rates. Emily has proven most 
beneficial for the building. 

Contact.” The other segments of the 
portal will be filled in by management 
for operation in October. Please note 
that the Rise portal does not work on the 
Internet Explorer browser. 

PS: For those of you who do not use 
an email address: please contact 
management for guidance. 

DRAIN BUGS: How to trigger 
preventive inspections and pest 
control in your unit: Contact manage-
ment about any units that will be 
vacated for a period of 2-3 weeks or 
more, for any reason, whether the unit 
has been vacated as a secondary home, 
or listed for sale or lease, or the resident 
is traveling, or the resident has been 
relocated to another living facility, etc. 
Please also assure access to the vacated 
unit by taking the precaution of contact-
ing management and leaving a set of 
keys with management or at the front 
desk. Maintenance will enter the vacant 
units, periodically, in order to run water 
into the sinks, bathtubs, and shower 
bays, and check for pests. Per the Board 
of Directors, preventive inspection of 
vacant units is free of charge. 

CARPET MAINTENANCE: The Board 
has approved the installation of the 
double electrical outlets of 20 amps each 
on every floor. This new installation will 
allow the use of a powerful carpet 
extractor equipped with a boiler and 
separate extraction. The installation of 
these outlets is in progress and expected 
to be completed by mid-October. 

BALCONY ISSUES: Despite several 
articles on this topic and a copy of the 
Rules and Regulations having been given 
to all residents in the building, we 
continue to experience issues such as: 
1. Smears being left on balconies as the 

result of wastewater overflooding 
from a balcony; 

2. Construction materials/residue/dust 
and other objects either thrown off 
balconies, pushed off, washed off by 
rain or picked up by wind turbu-
lence; 

3. Cigarette butts being thrown on 
others’ balconies; 

4. Chimes causing noise disturbances; 
and 

5. Dogs being left on balconies with no 
attendant as if it were a dog run, 
barking, whining, and relieving 
themselves on the balconies. 

All these incidents are resulting in 
aggravation, which the Board, manage-
ment, and the majority of our residents 
are working to minimize. Please care. 

2021-22 Board of Directors 
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Committee report 

Social 
By Sandy Chaet 

First, thanks to all of the residents for 
their suggestions and support. A special 
thanks to members of the Social 
Committee – Dominic Wayne, James 
Brainer, Jennifer Eicher, Vanna and 
Kenyatta Edwards, Linda Touchstone, 
Sally King and Marian Davis – and 
Board liasions Carl Chadek, Carol 
Beatty and Joan Scholl. Thanks also to 
Ken Bares and Sam Bullock for their 
input, ideas, preparation and help. And 
thanks to Larry Rosen and Neil Warner 
for producing our flyers. 

Our book club is chaired by Linda 
Touchstone, who leads our interesting 
and lively discussions, and it has met 
continuously, reading many different 
books. 

Thanks to Marco and Caryn Irmiter, 
our volunteer librarians, who work 
every other week on sorting and 
shelving the many books, puzzles, 
videos, etc. When we get overloaded, 
they box the surplus books so they can 
be donated to be used elsewhere. And 
thanks to the Management Office and 
maintenance staff for their help. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Social Committee was limited in what 
we could plan. At holiday time, instead 
of the traditional party in the lobby, we 
distributed gift bags to every resident 
door. We planned a happy hour and a 
movie night on the north deck, using 
the Windjammer Room instead when 
the weather was inclement. 

Our 50th anniversary party will be 
held this Saturday and we are hoping 
you come and enjoy our celebration. 

The flu shot clinic in the Plaza drew 
the best turnout in recent years, with a 
total of 81 people, including 10 from 
Malibu, receiving flu vaccines. 

A resident has asked us to have a 
speaker on police safety, which we 
would like to schedule soon. We are 
hopeful we can resume hosting our 
holiday party in the lobby on Thursday, 
Dec. 16 and a New Year’s Eve party on 
Friday, Dec. 31. 

Association-owned 
units 
By Thomas C. Vaughan 

Since 2009’s economic downturn, 
Malibu East’s Boards have exercised 
our right of first refusal to protect the 
value of units from substandard prices. 
MECA has purchased 39 units at prices 
the various Boards felt were far too low 
versus their true value. In September 
we purchased the 40th unit, 43D, as 
approved at our previous owners 
meeting on Aug. 16. 

Over the years we have sold 30 of the 
units, enjoying a GAAP profit of 
$1,059,000. The recorded sales prices 
of these sold units registered 72% 
higher on average than the original 
purchase amount. The units purchased 
were often in difficult shape, many with 
original 1971 fixtures. MECA updated 
the sold units to match buyers’ current 
expectations. These improvements 
have cost the Association $78,000 on 
average for all the units sold. 

Of the nine units currently owned, 
seven are rented, one is listed for sale, 
and the ninth is undergoing renovation. 
I believe our next Board will plan to add 
units available for sale over the coming 
months as renters leave. 

Given the low-interest-rate environ-
ment during the time we have been 
buying and selling units, we have 
enjoyed a return exceeding what is 
available through our usual insured 
certificates of deposit or money market 
funds. This return is calculated after 
accounting for all improvement 
expenses and ongoing costs, including 
real estate taxes, insurance and our 
monthly assessments. 

Our condominium market has 
improved, and foreclosures are 
becoming much rarer at Malibu East. 

This Board continues to believe that 
this plan has proved beneficial for our 
owners and continues to improve the 
valuations at Malibu East. Toward this 
end, we encourage owners to sign and 
keep on file in our Management Office a 
limited power of attorney. This allows 
the executive officer of the Board to 
vote the owner’s interest at special unit 
owners meetings – but only for the 
purchase or sale of such units in the 
owner’s absence. It is necessary to sign 
such a proxy only once unless it is 
rescinded by you. 

Q & A with LindaLindaLinda 

Amenities await you 

By Linda Eng 

Q: I have seen the 
Billiard Room on the 
fourth floor and the Ping 
Pong Room on the lower 
level. I would like to use 
these rooms but have no equipment. 
Help! 

Linda: At the front desk you will be 
able to check out ping pong paddles and 
balls, as well as billiard balls and a 
triangle. You’ll have to provide your 
own cue stick, though. Enjoy! 

Q: Now that our Receiving Room is 
totally open, what services are 
available? 

Linda: The Receiving Room accepts 
all of our packages, of course, but they 
also accept our returns as long as the 
printed return label and/or postage is 
attached. Used batteries and used 
electronics have disposal containers 
outside the room. If you have collected 
some important papers that need 
shredding, then take them down and 
they will be kept secure until they are 
shredded and disposed of, but please 
limit the quantity of the paper. 

Q: Is there a system for trick-or-
treaters on Halloween at Malibu 
East? 

Linda: Each resident who wants to 
receive trick-or-treaters will hang an 
orange ribbon on their door, which they 
can get at the Management Office. This 
communicates to trick-or-treaters that 
they can knock on this door and expect 
a treat. Sometimes management will 
restrict this activity to specified hours. 

Q: This is probably a strange 
question, but I am a single right-
handed resident with a painful sliver 
embedded in my right-hand ring 
finger. Any thoughts on how to 
remove it? 

Linda: Why, yes, I do have an answer. 
If you are unable to remove the sliver 
with a pair of tweezers, you can try 
making a paste of baking soda and 
water and place a small amount on a 
bandage. Place the bandage over the 
sliver and leave it on for 24 hours. It 
works like magic! (This is not intended 
to substitute for professional medical 
advice.) 

I search out answers to your Malibu 
East questions. Please contact me at 
questions@MalibuEast.org. 

 

Participate in 
your community; 
join a committee. 
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Treasurer’s report 
By Joan Scholl 

Hello, everyone. I’m Joan Scholl and 
am most pleased to be on the Board of 
Malibu East, and its treasurer since 
2014. Since this is our annual meeting, I 
will not give my regular monthly 
treasurer’s report, which you can hear 
during our regular monthly Board 
meetings. Instead, I’ll discuss highlights 
of MECA’s 2020 audited financial data, 
followed by highlights of MECA’s July 31, 
2021, unaudited financial data. 

Highlights of MECA’s 2020 audited 
financial data include the following: 
• Owners were sent a copy of MECA’s 

2020 audited financial statements in 
June 2021. I encourage owners to 
review all 28 pages. Among other 
things, the statements will reveal 
where your assessment dollars were 
spent, the balance in the Replace-
ment (reserve) Fund at the beginning 
and end of the year, and how and 
why the Replacement Fund balance 
changed. 

• Although MECA’s operating budget is 
set to break even each year, actual 
operating revenue usually exceeds 
expenses. That excess was $441,507 
in 2020. Consistent with prior years, 
the 2020 Operating Fund excess was 
approved for transfer to the Replace-

• Capital expenditures through July 31 
totaled $641,114, including $576,049 
for the second phase of the urban 
design/landscaping project. 

• The unaudited Replacement Fund 
balance as of July 31 was approxi-
mately $1.3 million. The estimated 
balance at the end of 2021, as 
projected, will be approximately the 
same, and assumes the 2021 excess 
operating revenue will be trans-
ferred and the 2021 capital expendi-
tures will not exceed the amounts 
budgeted. 

Motion: Based on financial data 
through July 31, 2021, we expect that 
there will continue to be an Operating 
Fund excess for the year ended Dec. 31, 
2021. A motion was made, and ap-
proved, to transfer to the Replacement 
Fund any Operating Fund excess for the 
year ended Dec. 31, 2021, as determined 
by MECA’s annual audit. 

2022 budget information and dates: 
The Board and management have 
scheduled two meetings in October 
2021 (Oct. 4 and 14) to prepare the 
preliminary 2022 budget. The budget 
will be approved for distribution to 
owners at the Oct. 19 Board meeting. 
Owners will receive the preliminary 
budget for their review; the final 2022 
budget will be adopted at the Nov. 16 
Board meeting. 

ment Fund at last year’s annual 
meeting. 

• Including the 2020 operating excess, 
almost 46% of owner assessments 
(almost $1.5 million) was added to 
the Replacement Fund in 2020. 

• During 2020, the Replacement Fund 
balance decreased by approximately 
$2.4 million, and at the end of 2020 
was $814,230. The decrease was due 
to comprehensive, major capital 
expenditures totaling almost $3.9 
million, and included completion of 
the balcony/façade project (almost 
$2.2 million); seawall and boat dock 
stabilization ($488,000); garage 
column repair project ($295,000); 
and the first phase of the urban 
design / landscaping project 
($780,000). 

Highlights of MECA’s July 31, 2021, 
unaudited financial data include the 
following: 
• Cash totaled $263,047; our invest-

ment, before depreciation, in nine 
MECA-owned units totaled 
$1,591,927 (excludes an additional 
unit purchased in August); and our 
investment, before depreciation, in 
the Plaza totaled $1,014,763. 

• Operating revenue exceeded 
expenses by $383,060 (including 
$22,524 from MECA-owned unit 
rentals). 

Committee report 

Community affairs 
By Sandy Chaet 

Many of you have asked me about the 
developments on Sheridan Road. The 
development at 5960 N. Sheridan, next to 
Colvin House, has been approved by the 
city, and the plan is to wait until 2022 to 
begin construction. The development at 
5356 N. Sheridan, better known for the 
now-closed Wing Hoe Restaurant, is in 
the city approval process. Lastly, the five-
story residential development at 5440 N. 
Sheridan is being constructed. 

ASCO, the Association of Sheridan 
Condo/Co-op Owners, of which I am 
president, has participated in the 
planning with 48th Ward Alderman 
Harry Osterman’s office regarding the 
Sheridan Road resurfacing project. We 
thank you for your patience and coopera-
tion. Sheridan Road is looking good! The 
project is almost completed. The last 
phase is the installation of concrete bus 
pads. Bus pads provide reinforcement for 
the frequent heavy loads, preventing the 
“waves” in the street that lead to flooding. 

Crews at each bus stop will remove the 
asphalt, install rebar and pour the 
concrete. After the project is completed, 
the signage (tow zone, speed limit, etc.) 
will be checked and replaced as needed. 

The Chicago Park District and the 
Chicago Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) will be doing work at Berger Park 
from Sept. 20 to Nov. 12. This is an 
emergency shore protection and 
stabilization project necessitated by 
several storms in 2020. The work 
consists of the placement of armor stone 
along the shoreline to help prevent 
erosion and other damage, as well as the 
reconstruction of the gravel path behind 
the revetment, which will make it safe to 
walk on. On some days, deliveries of 
materials will be brought up Sheridan 
Road. If, during this work time (9 a.m.-4 
p.m.), crews are also working on in-
stalling the bus pads, the two northbound 
lanes may not be accessible, making 
Sheridan Road traffic one lane each way. 

Although pleased that Berger Park is 
finally getting this work, ASCO expressed 
to CDOT, the Chicago Park District and 
Alderman Osterman that this work 

should have included other Sheridan 
Road parks, as well as the shoreline in 
our area. The answer we received was 
that unfortunately the funds have been 
used up on the severely deteriorated 
locations. The Biden administration 
allocated $500,000 in the federal budget 
for the Army Corps of Engineers to begin 
a study of the shoreline issues, but the 
funds have to be appropriated by 
Congress during the fall session. If it 
does, the Army Corps will start the study 
this fall, and it will take three years to 
complete. We hope Congress will 
authorize these funds and the study will 
find that all the needy areas not currently 
addressed by the shoreline project are 
eligible for federal funds. 

The 48th Ward is sponsoring a vaccine 
clinic on Tuesday, Oct. 12, from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. The clinic will be held in Jubilee 
Hall at St. Ita’s Church, 5500 N. Broad-
way; enter from the parking lot. Free flu 
and COVID-19 shots will be available. 
Bring an ID and a health insurance card if 
you have them. Advance registration is 
encouraged; go to  
tinyurl.com/48thwardflu. 
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the safety of residents of Malibu East. 
We have had to adjust safety protocols 
many times due to changes in CDC 
guidance regarding COVID-19. 

For 2022, we are working on 
restructuring the committees of the 
Association to permit more participa-
tion by all residents to better enhance 
our community. At this time, I would 
also like to encourage all owners to 
complete a proxy regarding the 
purchase and sale of units. As you may 
know, the Association has a right of first 
refusal when a unit is sold at a price 
that three-fourths of the Board believes 
to be grossly underpriced. We have 
exercised this right many times in the 
past, especially since the start of the 
real estate meltdown in 2006. We now 
own 10 properties and need these 
proxies to sell those units at a favorable 
time. We require the vote of two-thirds 
of Association members to sell these 
properties. Please complete a proxy; 
copies are available here and from the 
office. 

Since the Association did not raise its 
assessments in four out of the last 
seven years, we ran into a cash-flow 
problem earlier this year. To remedy 
this, the Association secured a line of 

State of the Association 
(Continued from page 1) 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

 

credit that allowed us to continue our 
work to improve the property without 
any interruption. 

In 2021, through July, several 
instances of management savings have 
resulted in operating savings of 
$333,000. 

The Board approved a reserve study 
in 2021. This document is a projection 
of anticipated replacement costs and 
the corresponding assessment charges 
for the next 30 years. This document 
provides a good basis for future Boards 
to make decisions. The Association’s 
reserves are not a savings account that 
must constantly go up but rather a tool 
to permit the Board to have sufficient, 
but not excessive, reserves to perform 
the needed maintenance of a large 
building without needlessly raising 
assessments. 

During the last two years we have 
undertaken a renovation of the land-
scaping around the building. This 
project permitted the economical 
replacement of three large under-
ground pipes that serve the fire 
standpipe system. We are all frustrated 
with the delay in getting this project 
completed in the driveway. The pavers 
were installed, but they immediately 
became stained. Before remediating the 
staining, it was felt prudent to test for 
the cause of the staining. That testing 

 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Recently closed on 39H, 5M, 8G 
Contracts pending on 36C, 32L, 24A 
Units for sale: 39L, 39E 
Recently rented: 45C, 35D 
Unit for rent: 36H 

has now been completed. It has been 
determined that the best course of 
action is first to replace any damaged 
pavers. Then the pavers are to be 
power-washed and new sand installed. 
We are in the final phases of that 
remedial action; the current timeline is 
to finish this project by the end of 
October. 

During the year we freshened the 
lobby with new carpeting, paint and 
furniture. Soon, we will have additional 
furniture in the lobby that will be easier 
to rise from. 

As the world moves to electric 
vehicles, we are adding additional 
charging stations for more electric 
vehicles in the garage. 

We completed renovations to the 
Plaza with new signage, carpeting and 
decoration. As always we continued 
preventive maintenance and prompt 
upkeep work with respect to structure, 
fire safety systems, HVAC systems, 
electrical, domestic water pumps and 
other major components of our home. 

Wear a mask 
whenever you 
leave your unit 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2021 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 
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Lori Ziesmer 

• Aug. 13-14, 1987, flooding – 9.35 
inches of rain in 24 hours. 

• Hot, dry summer of 1988 – 47 days 
at or above 90 degrees, the most on 
record. Seven days of 100+ tempera-
tures. National deaths from heat 
that summer are believed to have 
reached 5,000 to 10,000. 

• Drought of 1988 – Chicago joined 
45% of the Lower 48 in a state of 
“extreme drought.” The U.S. record-
ed its lowest crop production since 
1970 and for the first time produced 
fewer crops than the Soviet Union. 
National crop losses were estimated 
at $80 billion to $120 billion. 

• Aug. 28, 1990 – Deadly F-5 Plain-
field tornado, causing 29 deaths, 
300 injuries. 

• Heat of 1995 – Chicago’s most 
deadly natural disaster to this day, 
with 739 heat-related deaths. 
Temperatures peaked at 106 on July 
13, 1995, with a peak heat index of 
124, and 100-degree readings 
occurred in Chicago over a string of 
days. Nighttime temps never fell 
below 80 for three nights. 

• Illinois’ heaviest rainfall, July 17-18, 
1996 – Rain submerged huge 
swaths of suburban Chicago with 
16.94 inches of rain reported in 24 
hours in the Naperville/Aurora 
areas, the heaviest ever in Illinois. 

• Dec. 31, 1999 – The infamous 

Chicago Bears “Fog Bowl” game. 
• Jan. 1-3, 1999 – 22-inch blizzard. 
• Midway Airport snow, Dec. 8, 2005 – 

A Southwest Airlines plane skidded 
off the far end of a runway, stopping 
at 55th and Central and resulting in 
the death of an infant in a car. 

• 50-degree temperature drop in 19 
hours, Jan. 29, 2008. 

• Groundhog Day blizzard, Feb. 1-2, 
2011 – 21.2 inches of snow, 
“thundersnow,” and 70-mph 
northeasterly winds swept Chicago 
lakefront and Lake Shore Drive. 

• Record summer air and water temps 
in Chicago, 2012 – Ranked the third-
warmest summer in Chicago since 
1871. 

• Sept. 28, 2016 – Over a dozen 
waterspouts were sighted over 
southern Lake Michigan. 

• June 20, 2021 – Late-night torna-
does devastated Naperville and 
Woodridge. 

Top local weather 
stories since 1978 

We asked WGN meteorologist Tom 
Skilling if he could give us a list of the 
weather events that were most newswor-
thy during Malibu East’s existence, 
particularly the ones that most affected 
our area. 

By Tom Skilling 

It’s always a fear of mine when 
preparing a list like this that I’ll forget 

one event or another. A lot 
has transpired in the 43 years 
I’ve been at WGN, but here’s a 
short list of some of the most 

memorable weather events I remem-
ber. I’m starting with 1978, which is the 
year I arrived at WGN. This is but a 
fraction of the noteworthy weather 
events I've covered, but it includes 
some that stand out in my mind. 

Focusing on the events that hit close 
to home: 
• The Sept. 22, 2006, tornado touch-

down on the Loyola campus just up 
Sheridan Road. 

• The record-low lake level of 2013, 
during which Kathy Osterman Beach 
grew exponentially and the pier at 
the east end of the beach towered 
more than 15 feet above beach level. 

• The record-high lake levels in 2020 
and multiple rounds of 20-foot 
waves that pounded the shoreline 
with each storm that ensued. 

• Last August’s derecho – the power-
ful and damaging line of thunder-
storms that raced across the city at 
60 mph and produced 80-mph wind 
gusts, downing trees all over Rogers 
Park. 

Other Chicago-area weather events 
that stand out, listed chronologically: 
• Winter of 1978-79 – 89.6 inches of 

snow, the snowiest season on 
record here in Chicago since snow 
records were first recorded in 
Chicago in winter of 1884-85. 

• The “Jane Byrne/Michael Bilandic” 
blizzard on Jan. 13-14, 1979 – 20.3 
inches of snow. 

• 26-below-zero temperature, Jan. 10, 
1982 – Coldest on record here up to 
that time. 

• 25-below temperature only six days 
later, Jan. 16, 1982. 

• Chicago’s coldest temperature on 
record, 27-below, Jan. 20, 1985. 

• February 1987 – Lake Shore Drive 
flooded due to high lake levels, 20-
foot waves and 70-mph wind gusts. 

This waterspout was visible from Malibu 
East for several minutes on Sept. 22. 

(Photo by Sean Blair) 


