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This article marks the beginning of a 
series titled “A day in the life of …,” which 
will provide our readers with a detailed 
look at the everyday tasks of those who 
work at Malibu East. Subsequent articles in 
this series will appear on an irregular 
schedule. 

By Tracy Poyser 

Have you ever wondered 
about the behind-the-scenes 
maintenance work and 
action it takes to keep our 51
-year-old condo community running 
smoothly every day, not counting the 
inevitable emergencies? I sure have. 

Who better to give us an insider’s view 
than our assistant building engineer 
Mircea (Mike) Rostescu, who will be 
honored for 40 years of service to the 
Association at the end of the year. (That’s 
nearly 80% of our building’s life!) He and 
our head engineer, Lou Colletti (who 
started working here a year after Mike), 
know every nook and cranny of Malibu 
East, from all those locked mystery rooms 
on the lower level to the 47th-level 
rooftop with its spectacular views. 

During an hourlong interview in early 
June, Mike shared details about what an 
average workday could be for him, Lou 
and the 12 full-time maintenance/
janitorial employees. Their shifts cover 
our building 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, including overnight emergencies. 

To start with, Mike gave me a glimpse 
of the rooftop deck and the huge, covered 
exhaust fans for each stack of our 12 
residential units for floors 25 to 45 – with 
13 on the south side and 12 on the north, 
all getting checked out 3-4 times each 
week, and especially after storms and 
high winds. The exhaust fans for floors 4 
to 24 are housed on the third level – with 
the ones for the A and B tiers being 
accessible from the third-floor storage 
locker room. On our tour, I caught 
glimpses of the 46th-floor mechanical 

areas, decorated with a profusion of wall 
wiring and other mysterious stuff familiar 
only to savvy electrical/IT crews. 

Mike’s shift runs from Sunday through 
Thursday, 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and Lou is 
on duty Monday to Friday 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Mike lives in Norridge, not too 
far east of O’Hare, and his morning 
commute is only 20 minutes – about 10 
times longer than Lou’s from his fourth-
floor Malibu East dwelling. His and Lou’s 
first task each morning is to review the 
maintenance and janitorial jobs for the 
day ahead, reviewing action items from 
the previous night and assigning the day’s 
priorities for their staff. That covers every 
aspect of our building’s operations – 
residents’ service calls ranging from 
urgent to routine; outside maintenance 
during blazing hot summer days and 
howling subzero snowstorms; checking 
garbage chute rooms, hallway vents, 
rooftop exhausts, fourth-floor deck and 
pool area, Plaza hallways, lower-level 
service areas and so much more. 

Another responsibility for our two 
building engineers is looking after 

Association-owned units that are being 
remodeled or occupied by renters – and 
this often involves outside contractors. 
Contract labor and technical expertise are 
also needed for major building projects, 
such as major electrical work like the 
laundry room rewiring, elevator repair, 
building A/C units and Comcast’s IT/cable 
connections. Contractors generally start 
at 7 a.m., and their timing/access needs 
are interrelated with our building staff’s 
schedules. 

Of course, the ultimate accountability 
for Malibu East’s smooth functioning lies 
with our Management Office. Property 
manager Violette Deschamps and her 
assistant Scott meet with Lou and Mike 
every workday at 2:30 p.m. to review 
routine items, special projects, residents’ 
issues, staff training and scheduling, need 
for temporary support and any concerns 
raised by Malibu East’s Board of Directors 
or president. Sounds like a lot for just half 
an hour, but it’s usually enough to cover 
what needs to be done when and by 
whom. Plus, Violette and Scott get 
involved in emergency planning, from 
weather-related alerts requiring us to 
batten down the hatches, to neighbor-
hood demonstrations that may threaten 
building security. Also, before leaving in 
the afternoon, Mike writes down key 
action items, plans his next workday and 
flags items to review with Lou, Violette 

(Continued on page 10) 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Bingo night 
Friday, July 15 
7:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Community forum 
Wednesday, July 27 
7:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Book club 
Sunday, July 31 
1:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Board meeting 
No Board meeting in July 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. 

A day in the life of our assistant engineer 

Our condolences 
to the family  
and friends of 

Hiren Patel 

Ana Galindo 

Patricia Bardon 
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Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 

Tuesday, June 28, 2022 
Attendance: Eleven Board members, two 
management representatives, 16 residents 
Not present: Vicki Blair 
Presiding: President Arthur Arfa 
 
NOTE: For the first time in recent memory, 
the formal “old/new business” portion of 
the agenda was replaced by an agenda-less 
manager’s report, covering many of the 
expected topics. 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
None 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of May 31) 

Operating and reserve cash 
 $803,062 
Line of credit ($2 million) 
  $670,480 has been drawn 
Investment in units 
 approx. $1,748,000 (eight units) 
Association-owned units 
 Three rented; three listed for sale, 
 two of which were sold in June; 
 two being renovated 
Excess of operating revenue over 
expenses 
 $275,767 

2) Garage 
Capacity: 506  
Spaces rented: 440 
Types of rentals 
 49% valet, 41% single self, 9% 
 tandem 

3) Delinquencies (as of June 24) 
Current owners: $216,951 
Former owners: $234,685 

4) 2021 audit 
Will be sent to owners soon. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Community Events & Recreation – Sam 

Bullock 
Director Bullock thanked committee 
members for organizing the pool party. A 
bingo night is scheduled for 7 p.m. Friday, 
July 15 in the Windjammer Room. 

2) Community forum 
The Association’s community forums will 
resume Wednesday, July 27, at 7 p.m. in 
the Windjammer Room. 48th Ward 
Alderman Harry Osterman will be the 
guest speaker, discussing community 
issues, to be followed by a Q & A. 

3) Ad Hoc Dog Run – Kenneth Bares 
This new committee has held one 
meeting; a second one is scheduled for 
July 12. 

MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items requiring Board action 
1) 2021 audit approval 

Board approved the professional audit of 
the 2021 financial statements for 
distribution to owners. 

2) Fourth-floor control joint 
Directors awarded a contract to a vendor 
to replace the control joint, which 
connects the tower with the garage, as 
well as a cover plate. 

3) 16B floor remediation 
Board hired a vendor to remove the glue 
from the concrete floor of the Association
-owned unit and then encapsulate it. 

4) Rules printing 
Board authorized management to have a 
professional printer produce 1,000 
copies of the recently updated Malibu 
East Rules. 

5) Website consultant 
Directors agreed that the Association 
doesn’t need to design a fancy website, 
but rather a simple, updated site that 
includes, at a minimum, a list of ameni-
ties, key phone numbers, floor plans, 
some photos and a link to the Rise portal. 

6) 22.1 disclosure statement 
Approved. 

Items not listed on agenda 
1) Garage pedestrian doors 

A contract has been awarded to address 
the closure problems with the pedestrian 
doors to the garage on the second and 
third floors. 

2) Water pumps 
One pump has been taken out of use for 
inspection. Two other pumps remain in 
place, working alternately. 

3) Stoplights in atrium 
When concrete repairs to the atrium’s 
ceiling begin this year, stoplights will be 
put in place to control the traffic flow. 

4) Pool repairs  
Repairs of the swimming pool floors and 
walls and the filtering equipment will be 
budgeted for in 2023. 

5) Carpet cleaning 
A vendor has been thoroughly cleaning 
the residential hallway carpeting, one per 
day, with approximately half of the floors 
having been completed. 

6) Solar energy 
Management will meet with a repre-
sentative for a company that gives 
individual homeowners the option of 
participating in a community solar 
energy program. 

Other items 
1) New storage lockers 

Board voted to install nine new storage 
lockers in a vacant space in the Plaza, to 
be rented out to residents of Malibu East 
and Malibu. 

2) Sliding glass door presentation 
President Arfa thanked director Sandy 
Chaet for organizing a presentation by 
Auburn Corporation regarding sliding 
glass door replacement with quantity 
discounts, in conjunction with neighbor 
Malibu Condominium. 

 
The open session ended at 7:56 p.m. and the 
Board went into closed session. There was 
no need to return to open session. 
 
There will be no Board meeting in July. 

Which contractors do 
you recommend? 

Malibu East residents sometimes want 
to know which contractors, tradesmen or 
vendors they should hire to perform work 
in their units. Most valued are the 
firsthand recommendations we get from 
people we know. 

So, at the suggestion of an owner, the 
Dialogue has undertaken the task of 
compiling a list of contractors, etc., who 
are recommended by our residents. 

If owners are willing to share their 
suggestions, the Dialogue will publish 
them, with the proviso that residents 
should perform their own due diligence. 
Residents who give the recommendations 
must provide their own name and unit 
number to the Dialogue, but they can 
choose whether or not they wish to be 
identified in the article. 

Suggestions are welcome for licensed, 
insured contractors, skilled trades 
persons and other types of vendors. 
Please email the names to 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org, or leave 
them at the front desk along with your 
name, unit number and contact infor-
mation. 

An updated Xfinity channel 
guide can be found at 

www.MalibuEast.org/tv  
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16B: Malibu East purchased unit 16B 
on June 5, 2014. The Association rented 
this unit for several years and has now 
decided to sell it.  

Some current owners and/or residents 
of Malibu East may be interested in 
purchasing 16B, before it is renovated by 
the Association, so that they may be 
involved in the renovation. 

As the Board did with another Associa-
tion-owned unit several years ago (33A), 
directors have decided that prior to 
commencing renovations in unit 16B, the 
Board will entertain bids from prospec-
tive buyers who are current owners and/
or current residents of Malibu East, to 
purchase 16B at the anticipated post-
renovation market value.  

Documents about the process, proce-
dures and general considerations, along 
with frequently asked questions (FAQs), 
are available in the Management Office. 
All bids must be presented to the 
Management Office in person no later 
than 5 p.m. Friday, July 22, 2022. 

CONSTRUCTION APPLICATION: An 
updated and simplified construction 
application form is available in the 
Management Office. We can email it or 
hand you a hard copy as requested. 

BILLING: The best and most effective 
method to alert management of a billing 
error or to inquire about a charge on your 
statement is to email management with a 
description of the issue. 

RISE PORTAL: Management regularly 
upgrades the platform and expands its 
resources. The portal is easy to use to 
write up work orders, authorizations to 
enter, and get a list of amenities, among 
other options. 

BOARD MEETING: Please be informed 
that there is no Board meeting scheduled 
for July. The next Board meeting will take 
place on Aug. 23. 

TRASH CHUTE: Proper usage of the 
chute located in the small room by the 
passenger elevators involves the follow-
ing: 
• Do not leave anything on the floor; 
• Place trash in a bag adequately sized 

to be easily pushed down the chute; 
• Constructions debris and dust, 

hazardous products and materials, 
medical accessories and medications, 
etc., shall never be disposed of 
through the chute; it is a violation of 

the Rules; 
• Leaking bags must be secured and 

double-bagged before being brought 
to the chute; 

• Boxes should not be pushed down the 
chute but rather placed in the 
recycling room on your floor, cleaned 
and broken down; 

• Cat litter must be double- and tripled-
bagged and disposed of in the plastic 
container that is wall-mounted in the 
recycling room; 

• All trash that is permitted in the chute 
should be pushed down the chute and 
not left stuck at the opening; 

• The metal door to the chute shall be 
closed tightly after you fully push the 
trash down the chute. 

BIKE RACK IN ATRIUM: Bikes should 
be parked in a manner that will allow the 
maximum number of bikes to be parked 
on the rack.  

BIKE AUDIT: Management has 
initiated a bike audit. All bikes parked in 
the Bicycle Room must have the 2021 
MECA blue decal. The bikes lacking the 
2021 decal will be removed from the 
Bicycle Room on Aug. 15, 2022. 

BALCONY ETIQUETTE:  
• Prevent susceptible water runoff from 

activities performed on your balcony; 
• Construction, cleaning, spray painting 

activities and the like are prohibited; 
• Lighting fluids and propane grills are 

prohibited; 
• Liquid and solid igniters are prohibit-

ed;  
• No propane or other bottled gas of 

any kind may be used as fuel;  
• No chimineas or other similar 

conduits may be used on the balco-
nies; 

• Place pads under your flower pots, 
with the pads being available in the 
Management Office; 

• Balconies shall be maintained by 
residents using the Maintenance 
Guideline adopted by the Board. 

WATER HEATER SMOKE DETECTOR 
& FIRE SAFETY: The surrounding walls 
of the water heater closets facing the 
common residential hallways have been 
built as fire-protected partitions. Howev-
er, we have observed in some closets that 
the gaps around the penetrations 
(electrical or plumbing) are not sealed, 
and in other closets, a section of the 

drywall has been removed for plumbing 
access, therefore breaching the fire 
protection of those walls. The three walls 
of the water heater closets are an integral 
part of the units; unit owners are 
individually responsible for their 
integrity. Further, a smoke detector was 
installed in each water heater closet in 
2015. Batteries in those smoke detectors 
are reaching the end of their life expec-
tancy. A chirping battery will be replaced 
by janitors at a cost of $3. 

HOME DELIVERIES: Residents 
ordering food, medication, flowers and 
the like must give instruction to their 
vendors to have the carriers park in the 
15-minute areas of the atrium. Doormen 
are experiencing difficulties with a large 
number of carriers parking randomly in 
the atrium, blocking the drop-off area 
near the entrance and the 15-minute 
parking areas, or impairing other drivers 
from entering or leaving the garage safely. 

SLIDING DOOR PRESENTATION: 
Auburn Corporation made a presentation 
in the Windjammer Room on June 30 
about replacing individual sliding glass 
doors. A large number of owners (over 
70) attended the presentation. For those 
of you who are interested in getting more 
information from Auburn, please address 
your inquiries directly to the installer. 
Auburn’s contact information and 
documentation are available in the lobby. 
This information is also the subject of 
email blasts. 

Further, the Board of Directors had 
approved the presentation of Auburn 
based on the following:  
• Auburn has a long-standing presence 

in the industry as an aluminum 
window, door and curtain wall 
installer, and has a good reputation 
performing installations in high-rises. 

• Kawneer’s sliding door model 
TR8300, which Auburn is proposing 
to install at Malibu East, is a product 
approved by the Board and is included 
as an acceptable door assembly in the 
Association’s Sliding Door Replace-
ment Guideline. It has a long-standing 
presence in the industry and has good 
reputation in high-rises. 

• Auburn can pool our MECA owners 
with next-door Malibu owners who 
want to replace their sliding doors, 
therefore optimizing an economy of 
scale for best pricing. 

• Auburn took the initiative to present a 
financing company to assist owners in 
need of financing.  

(Continued on page 12) 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 
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Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

ARGYLE NIGHT MARKET 
Returning after a two-year hiatus, the 
market will feature weekly live entertain-
ment, including a diverse offering of 
musical acts and cultural performances, 
as well as global street food and unique 
goods. 
Every Thursday, 5-9 p.m., thru Aug. 25 
On Argyle betw. Sheridan & Kenmore 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
Indoor park, six gym floors, trapeze  
classes, senior activities, athletic 
equipment, meeting room, computer 
center, dancing floor, shuffleboard, 
weights, arts and crafts, aerobics, 
ping pong, after-school activities 
and more. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO NORTHSIDE AARP 
COMMUNITY GROUP 
Seniors group meets via Zoom at 
12:30 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 
month (July 5, Aug. 9). 
bit.ly/mecax1 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, July 19, 7 p.m. 
(third Tuesday of the month) 
Engine 70 fire house 
6060 N. Clark (use north entrance) 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: noon-8 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sun. 1-5 p.m. 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER GLEN GARDEN WALK 
48th annual garden walk, starting at 
1420 W. Glenlake. see the creativity of 
our talented gardeners in the compact, 
easily walkable route of the 1200 and 
1300 blocks of Norwood, Glenlake, Hood 
and the south side of Granville. A $5 
donation is suggested for adults.  
Sunday, July 10, noon to 5 p.m. 
edgeglen.com 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Current exhibits: “Indigenous Edgewater: 
Exploring Native History,” “As Time Goes 
By in Edgewater: 1885 to the Present” 
and “The Best of Broadway and Lost 
Broadway” 
Regular museum hours: 
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  

www.EdgewaterHistory.org 
EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR CENTER 

Organized activities and lunches for 
seniors, Monday through Friday, 
throughout the year.  
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
Biweekly newsletter listing programs, 
both online and in-person, activities, 
meetups and volunteer opportunities to 
engage and support older adults. 
www.EVChicago.org 

E-WASTE RECYCLING 
Streets and Sanitation Dept. is partner-
ing with Dept. of Health to collect 
electronic waste for recycling. Items 
accepted include computers, monitors, 
TVs, printers, keyboards, mice, VCRs, 
DVD players, video game consoles, MP3 
players, iPods. 
Streets and Sanitation Div. 1 yard 
6441 N. Ravenswood 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Aug. 3, Sept. 7, Oct. 5, Nov. 2, 
Dec. 7 

FARMERS MARKETS 
Andersonville: 3-7 p.m. Wed. 
On Catalpa betw. Clark & Ashland 
Thru Oct. 19 
andersonvillemarket.org 
Edgewater: 3-7 p.m. Mon. 
Broadway Armory parking lot 
Thru Aug. 29 
edgewater.org/farmers-market 
Evanston: 7:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat. 
At University Place & Oak Ave. 
Thru Nov. 5 
EvanstonFarmersMarkets.org 
Glenwood: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sun. 
On Glenwood betw. Morse & Lunt 
Thru Oct. 23 (except Aug. 21) 
glenwoodsundaymarket.org 
Uptown: 2:30-7 p.m. Wed. 
at Wilson & Broadway 
Thru Nov. 2 
www.chicagomarket.coop/
uptownfarmersmarket 

ST. ANDREW’S GREEK FEST 
Greek food, beer and wine, Grecian 
dancers, live music, raffle, children’s 
activities, church tours, marketplace, 
books. Parking available. Admission: $5 
suggested donation. 
Sunday, July 10, noon to 10 p.m. 
St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church 
5649 N. Sheridan Road 
773-334-4515 
StAndrewOrthodox.org 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Online programs for persons 60 and 
over.  
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
whitecranewellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

(Note: Many theaters require some level 
of COVID safety precaution, such as the 

wearing of a face mask inside the 
theater. Please check with the theater 
beforehand.)  

BERGER PARK MUSIC 
Queer as Folk: “What Happens in the 
Park”  
A genre-defying concert of queer 
musicians Nathan Kistler (guitar, vocals) 
and Molly Smith (tap dance) making up 
the band. Free. 
Saturday, July 23, 3 p.m.  
Off the Porch concert 
Saturday, July 30, 2 p.m. 
Berger Park  
6205 N. Sheridan Road 

CITY LIT THEATER 
The Playboy of the Western World, by 
John Millington Synge 
Set in a pub in western Ireland in the 
early 1900s, the play tells the story of a 
young man who attains a hero-like status 
among the local villagers by telling a 
rousing story about having murdered his 
father. When the play premiered in 
Dublin in 1907, riots broke out as some 
felt the plot was immoral and offensive to 
Ireland. Even so, the play remains an 
influential work in Irish literary history.  
Thru Aug. 14 
1020 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-293-3682 
citylit.org 

COLVIN HOUSE 
Tuesday concerts will be held in the 
courtyard if the weather permits. 
773-654-2999 
colvinhouseevents.com/ 
the-courtyard-series/ 

JAZZ IN THE YARD 
Free weekly jazz in the park, featuring 
the Steve Knight Trio. Bring a blanket and 
a beverage. 
Every Sunday, 4-6 p.m. 
Senn High School courtyard 
5900 N. Glenwood 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
Organ concert: Isabelle Demers 
Summer Celebrity Series. No ticket 
required. 
Sunday, July 17, 3 p.m. 
Madonna della Strada chapel 
6453 N. Kenmore 
773-508-8400 
luc.universitytickets.com 

RAVEN THEATRE 
Marie Antoinette and the Magical 
Negroes, by Terry Guest 
Performed by The Story Theatre. What 
happens when Black people grow tired of 
sitting down and turning the other 
cheek? Do they scream? Pray? Should 
they be peaceful? Should they riot? Can 
the tools used in the past possibly work 
for the future or do we need to write a 
new script? Using a company of Black 
storytellers and the backdrop of the 
French Revolution, this play hopes to 

(Continued on page 12) 
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After experiencing temperatures in the 
90s earlier in the week, Malibu East 
residents had to adapt to the 60s for the 
June 18 pool party on the fourth-floor 
deck. Nonetheless, a large gathering came 
for grilled hamburgers and hot dogs and 
an array of other delicious food and drink, 

not to mention the opportunity to talk 
with one’s neighbors. The Dialogue staff 
extends its appreciation to the Communi-
ty Events and Recreation Committee for 
organizing this marvelous event.  

 
More photos on page 8.  

 

(Photos by Tracy Poyser and Rosemary Lambin) 

June 18 pool party photos  
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   (Photos by Tracy Poyser and Rosemary Lambin) 

June 18 pool party photos  
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Outdoor dining spots 
within walking 
distance 
By Ron Cohn 

“Getting there is half the 
fun” was the Cunard Steam-
ship Line slogan used to 
promote trans-Atlantic voy-
ages. It was true as long as you didn’t run 
into foul weather. The same promise – and 
the same disclaimer – applies to taking a 
summer stroll to a nice outdoor dining 
venue rather than looking for a parking 
space once you get there. Here is a list of 
walkable spots I like, starting with the 
nearest to Malibu East. Check them out 
online for photos, menus, prices and 
reservations. Most are dog-friendly, but 
check first. 
1. The Waterfront Café, Berger Park. If 

you’ve never been there, you must be 
new to the neighborhood. Just a block 
away, directly on the lake a few steps 
north of Granville, it is a leafy, totally 
open, flower-enclosed enclave with an 
informal, resort-like atmosphere. The 
food and drink choices are somewhat 
limited and require waiting in line to 
order, but don’t go there for a dining 
experience (or a handy restroom). Go 
there to see the clouds turn pink over 
the lake as the sun goes down and for 
the sense you could be anywhere in the 
world where water meets land in perfect 
harmony. There’s also nice live music 
most nights to accompany the waves. No 
reservations are accepted. 

2. Rewired Pizza Café, Thorndale and 
Winthrop. “Feeling good in the neigh-
borhood” describes my comfortable 
experience being with friends in this low
-walled, street-side patio surrounded by 
lively conversations in a variety of 
languages. It’s pure Edgewater for me, 
across from the Swift playground of my 
youthful adventures (although there 
was no outdoor dining back then for fear 
the food would get dirty before you 
could eat it). Rewired has lots of creative 
food and drink choices, including hand-
tossed, crispy pizza. Enthusiastic 
service. Good breakfast and lunch, too, 
and a big weekend brunch. Positively 
reviewed in the July 2021 Dialogue. 

3. Beard & Belly, 6157 N. Broadway. The 
backyard deck is northside Chicago 
style, with a not-too-close view of “L” 
trains gliding in and out of the Granville 
station through hanging baskets of 
flowers. Watch the light change on the 
Sheridan Road towers, including ours, as 

the sun sets. Full review in this issue. 
4. Regalia and Indie Café, 5951-5959 N. 

Broadway. Two very different restau-
rants, they are reported together here 
because their adjacent street-side 
seating areas offer virtually the same 
physical dining experience. Each is a 
cluster of tables sandwiched between 
sidewalk and curb, with an effort made 
via hanging plants and flower boxes to 
provide some screening from traffic 
passing within five or six feet. Both 
places have very good food and wide 
choices of beer, wine and signature 
cocktails. Indie’s Pan-Asian fusion menu 
includes many imaginative sushi and 
maki choices, which might make it 
better-suited to the oudoor venue than 
Regalia’s equally imaginative but more 
formal Italian cuisine. A reservation for 
the latter is suggested. 

5. Lakebreeze Café, Osterman Beach, near 
Lake Shore Drive and Hollywood 
Avenue. I think of this as “the barefoot 
Waterfront,” although it is smaller, even 
more informal and is on the sand rather 
than the rocks. We go here more often 
for an afternoon drink than to have 
lunch, although the menu is more 
extensive than the expected beachfront 
burgers, hot dogs, tacos and the like. 
Beyond the buns, they offer Mexican 
specialties like carnitas and carne asada, 
as well as salads. The drink menu is 
surprisingly extensive, with a selection 
of beers, wines and premixed resort 
favorites – margaritas, daquiris, pina 
coladas, sangria and so forth. Eat at 
patio tables, on loungers, or get served 
on the beach. 

6. Moody’s Pub, 5910 N. Broadway. One of 
the best garden patios in all of Chicago, 
judged by this connoisseur of ambience. 
Leafy and shaded by day, nicely lit and 
romantic by night, the setting is superior 
to the limited menu featuring burgers 
that I have always thought somewhat 
overrated. Definitely worth the walk, 
however, for the good feelings engen-
dered by being outdoors in exceptional-
ly pleasant surroundings. Easier to 
recommend now, with the sad demise of 
Cellars Bar and Grill next door, but don’t 
sit indoors if you are subject to depres-
sion. 

7. Mas Alla del Sol, 5848 N. Broadway. 
Half a block down the street but miles 
away in outdoor ambience, is a much 
better restaurant, gourmet Mexican, 
with an enclave of sidewalk tables under 
umbrellas along Broadway. A decidedly 
urban atmosphere out here that many 
like as long as it’s al fresco (which I, for 

years, thought had to do with art 
painted on walls and ceilings), it evokes 
outdoor dining in busy Mexico City, not 
a garden in Cuernavaca. The food is top-
notch and the dining room indoors is 
spacious and comfortable in case the 
weather is uncooperative. A reservation 
is suggested. 

8. Uncommon Ground, 1401 W. Devon. 
This is at the extreme northwestern 
edge of my walkability test, but worth it 
– and the 151 bus stops at the door, and 
at many corners on the way home if you 
run out of gas. Go for the food, which is 
good, fresh and imaginative – leaning to 
New Age, with much of it grown on their 
rooftop farm – but sit outdoors when 
you can. The patio is expansive, nicely 
shaded, and has an “urban oasis” vibe. 
You probably should make a reserva-
tion. 
There are many more eating places with 

outdoor seating in our area, but this report 
is limited to those Anita and I actually walk 
to on a summer day or evening. There are 
always changes, too. The lost Cellars Bar 
and Grill was an inside and outside favorite 
of ours and of many Malibu East neighbors. 
And I was dismayed by Pasteur’s decision to 
permanently leave the roof over what I 
considered Edgewater’s loveliest garden 
patio. 

Other places within walking distance, as 
noted by Dialogue staffers, include Cookies 
& Carnitas, Pete’s Pizza, Flaco’s Tacos, Little 
Corner Restaurant, Ann Sather, Edgewater 
Mexican Cafe, Alice & Friends' Vegan 
Kitchen, Axum Ethiopian, Mango Pickle, 
Aunty Joy’s Jerk & Pizza, Nori Edgewater, 
Huaraches Don a Chio, Bulldog Ale House, 
Burke’s Public House, Pearl’s Southern 
Comfort, Pizzeria Aroma, Parson’s Chicken 
& Fish. 
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and Scott. 
According to Mike, what makes any day 

so much easier for everyone is the loyalty 
and work ethic of the entire maintenance 
staff. With an exceptional retention rate 
ranging from five to 40+ years, they have 
become a close-knit extended family, 
backing each other up easily, and been 
trained to do much more than just one 
assigned set of tasks. For instance, you’ll 
see our Receiving Room clerk Steve pick 
up maintenance shifts, or janitorial 
staffers like Janis or Terrell working at 
the front desk or in receiving. 

By way of on-the-job training, staff 
members new to a task or service area 
will get to shadow an experienced 
colleague for a minimum of two shifts. 
Mike complimented Scott, who coached 
him in the use of the new Rise Buildings 
communications resource. Mike and Lou 
are always ready to provide their staffers 
with hands-on assistance, guidance or 
troubleshooting – or to roll up their 
sleeves for tricky repair jobs or unusual 
emergencies. 

So, what should residents do to make 
our maintenance staff’s lives easier and 
avoid unnecessary emergencies? The 
garbage chute and the recycling rooms 
had been a concern, with people clogging 
the chutes or leaving trash in the recy-
cling bins, but it has been getting much 
better, Mike said. His pet peeve is garbage 
disposals – people should use them only 
for food residue or soft items, and not let 
them chomp on peach pits or other hard 
items. They’re a pain to repair, and it’s a 
cost that residents can avoid. 

Water leaks are probably the most 
frequent (and potentially disastrous) 
problem in our units, so it’s wise to 
frequently check under-sink spaces and 
water heaters – especially the original 
ones. There’s also a pesky summertime 
problem on very hot, high-humidity days 
when the air conditioning is working 
super hard: Condensation leaks in the 
connecting hose from the HVAC unit. It’s a 
building flaw – the main pipes aren’t big 
enough, causing condensation in the 
connector hose to back up and drip down 
into the HVAC housing. It happened to me 
recently, and I didn’t notice it until my 
downstairs neighbor reported water 
running down her wall from my unit. By 
that time I had a half inch of water on the 
floor of the HVAC cabinet, and it took a 
couple of our guys and a plumber to fix it. 
Maintenance does clean/rod out the main 

A day in the life... 
(Continued from page 1) 

(vertical) condensate drain pipe stacks 
twice a year, but don’t forget to check 
your unit regularly, especially if you still 
have the original 51-year-old equipment. 

I asked how the last two-plus years of 
the COVID-19 pandemic has affected our 
maintenance staff. During the height of 
the pandemic, only Lou or Mike was 
allowed to enter a unit, wearing full 
personal protective equipment and 
masks, to protect the residents and 
minimize staff exposure to the virus. Mike 
says the entire crew was very grateful for 
the cooperation and patience they got 
from everyone during this difficult time, 
especially when needed parts were 
delayed because of supply shortages. 

So, I hope this gives you at least a small 
glimpse of the mix between routine, 
challenging and unpredictable tasks and 
projects that make up a workday in the 
life of Mike Rostescu, his taller “twin” Lou 
Colletti and their maintenance crew. 
There’s so 
much more 
to it that I 
still don’t 
know – it 
would have 
taken way 
too much 
time out of 
Mike’s busy 
day. 

Now, if 
you wonder 
why a simple 
service call 
sometimes can’t get scheduled right away, 
please remember that we live in a 500-
unit vertical community with amazing 
amenities, and a small group of compe-
tent, committed people trying their very 
best to keep us all safe and happy. Or, just 
ask Mike if you can job-shadow him for 
half a day – a full day would be way too 
exhausting! 

New Broadway vision 
By Neil Warner 

At the third and final meeting for the 
Broadway Community Vision held at the 
Broadway Armory on June 15, 48th Ward 
Alderman Harry Osterman unveiled his 
takeaways from the project. 

Saying it was the culmination of six 
months of work and feedback from more 
than 1,000 community members, Osterman 
summarized the community’s primary aims 
for Broadway, a street that is a main 
thoroughfare in the ward and in Edgewater. 

The aims, along with specific recommen-
dations for achieving each one, are divided 
into eight categories – housing, planning 
and development, a thriving local business 
and theater district, environmental 
sustainability, balanced roadway and 
streetscape, CTA development parcels, CTA 
service, and pedestrian and public safety. 

Osterman said he was committing $1 
million for immediate infrastructure 
improvements targeted to the Broadway 
corridor, including: 
• Add pedestrian islands at Rosemont and 

Norwood; consider islands at Rosedale 
and Hood. 

• Work to extend the road plan that is 
now in effect from Lawrence to Foster, 
farther north to Bryn Mawr – i.e., a 
reduction in the number of traffic lanes. 

• Work to reduce the speed limit to 20 
mph on Broadway from Devon to 
Lawrence. 

• Increase public art, benches, people 
spots and plazas along Broadway. 

• Continue efforts to develop a 90-unit 
affordable housing building at 5853 N. 
Broadway. 

• Plan the construction of a new indoor 
community swimming pool at Broadway 
and Thorndale in the space now 
occupied by a parking lot. 
Osterman said the timing for upgrading 

Broadway was apropos because of the 
ongoing RPM project, which is modernizing 
the Red Line and its stations in our area, as 
well as the relocation of TimeLine Theatre 
to 5035 N. Broadway. The RPM project is 
expected to increase the population density 
near the stations and, therefore, near 
Broadway. 

More details about the Broadway 
Community Vision can be found at 
48thWard.org under “Our community.” 

Osterman will be the guest speaker at 
Malibu East’s community forum on 
Wednesday, July 27 at 7 p.m. in the 
Windjammer Room. He is expected to talk 
about developments in the 48th Ward and 
answer questions. 

Book club 
The Malibu East book club will meet 

Sunday, July 31 at 1 p.m. in the Windjam-
mer Room to discuss its latest selection, 
Greetings from Bury Park, by Sarfraz 
Manzoor. All residents are welcome. 

This 2008 book relates the power of 
Bruce Springsteen’s music on a young 
Pakistani boy growing up in Britain in the 
1970s, showing how music transcends 
religion and race. 

Now available in paperback, the book 
is available at independent booksellers, 
Barnes and Noble and Amazon.com. 

Rooftop exhaust fans 
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Restaurant review 

Beard & Belly: Fun, 
affordable 
By Beth Robinson 

In the spring of 2020, Beard & Belly 
opened in Edgewater with Honeypie 
Bakeshop next door, in spite of the 
uncertainties brought by the pandemic 
shutdown. It provided a limited take-out 
menu that included burgers and pie until 
it could offer a full-service bar and 
restaurant. Beard & Belly had previously 
established a customer base serving 
upscale bar food for several years out of a 
kitchen in the Long Room, a bar on Irving 
Park Road. In its new Edgewater home, B 
& B partnered with the owner of Honey-
pie Cafe , a popular restaurant in Milwau-
kee, to add pies to its offerings. 

On an unseasonably hot day in June, 
eight summer-loving Dialogue Diners 
walked over to Beard & Belly to eat 
dinner. We easily found a picnic table in 
the cozy open area behind the restaurant 
as all other patrons had chosen seating in 
the air-conditioned restaurant/bar. Ron 
enjoyed the ambience in the flower-filled 
patio, noting, “ ‘L’ trains silently stopping 
at close-by Granville and the Evanston 
Express rattling by lend a nice sense of 
place, bringing to mind ‘City in a Garden,’ 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

 

the Chicago motto.” 
Menus are accessed with a QR code on 

a smartphone, and no paper menus are 
available. This is the future of dining, a 
server explained. Though many of the 
Dialogue Diners had fond memories of 
holding a menu with legible print that 
didn’t require scrolling, we came up with 
enough smartphones to place our orders. 
The service was cordial and efficient, 
ending with individual bills for each of the 
diners, a welcome surprise even though 
we had not requested separate checks. 

We started our meal sharing spicy 
pickled eggs, a little too spicy for the 
tastes of some and just right for others. 
Most diners had sandwiches – pulled pork 
and Alabama fried chicken – which came 
with tasty house-made chips. The 
sandwiches were satisfying, though Anita 
and Ron thought the pulled pork was too 
chunky and I wished that my fried 
chicken was crispier. 

Debbie had the Cobb salad, which 
included greens, large chunks of house-
made roast turkey, several spicy hard-
boiled eggs, bacon, cherry tomatoes, 
cheese curds, onion and green goddess 
dressing. Debbie would definitely order it 
again. 

Neil was pleased with the special cider-
brined pork tenderloin served with duck 
fat confit potato salad and homemade 

 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Recently rented: 15C, 6D 

Units for rent: 6G, 40J 

jalapeno-scallion cornbread with honey 
butter. He said, “The pork, cooked 
medium, was tender and the potato salad 
provided a nice contrast to the pork. The 
cornbread would have been better had it 
been warmed up, especially with the 
honey butter that was provided.” 

The sandwiches and salad portions 
were huge, leading some to comment that 
two could share one order in the future. 

The bar responded to everyone’s 
request: a Maker’s Mark Manhattan, Tito’s 
vodka and marionberry cider, along with 
an extensive offering of draft, bottled and 
canned beers. 

We tried a few of the many cream and 
fruit pies on the menu. Neil and Debbie 
liked the chocolate cream pie with 
graham cracker crust but would have 
preferred less whipped cream on it. The 
blueberry peach pie was also good. 

Prices are moderate, with most 
sandwiches and meals in the $12-$16 
range. Linda summed it up: “Beard & 
Belly is a fun, affordable neighborhood 
staple restaurant.” 

 
Beard & Belly/Honeypie Bakeshop 
6155-57 N. Broadway 
773-754-7429 
Closed Mondays 
beardandbellychicago.com 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2022 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 
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explore these questions in a way that is 
as messy and complicated as public 
execution.  
Thru July 17 
6157 N. Clark 
773-338-2177 
raventheatre.com 

REDTWIST THEATRE 
Antigone, translated by Anne Carson 
Meet Antigone. A woman suddenly 
against the world, she just wants to give 
her brother a fair burial – and she isn’t 
afraid to fight the patriarchy to do it. In 
this colloquial translation, Antigone 
places personal allegiance before an 
unjust city law, a tenacious act that 
ultimately triggers others into a cycle of 
destruction.  
Thru July 31 
1044 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-728-7529  
redtwisttheatre.org 

STEEP THEATRE 
Paris, by Eboni Booth 
Returning home to the small town of 
Paris, Vermont, Emmie tries to make 
ends meet while navigating the challeng-
es of being Black in a predominantly 
white community. This off-beat work-
place comedy explores the impacts of 
race and economics on the wage earners 
of rural America. 
Thru July 23 
1044 W. Berwyn (new home) 
773-649-3186 
steeptheatre.com 

Community Calendar 
(Continued from page 4) 

LOADING DOCK AND WORKERS’ 
PARKING: Workers doing improvement 
work in units or elsewhere in the building 
can park in the loading dock if there is 
availability. Priority for the loading dock 
is given to trucks for moves and deliver-
ies. 

In response to an unprecedented 
volume of construction activities in the 
building, and the difficulty in getting 
vendors/workers to move their individu-
al vehicles in a timely fashion, manage-
ment has implemented the following 
procedure effective June 30: 
1. Individual worker with a vehicle 

parked in the loading dock must move 
their vehicle according to the Receiv-
ing Room clerk’s request. 

2. Individual worker who fails a second 
time to answer the Receiving Room 
clerk’s phone call or to comply with 
the Receiving Room clerk’s request 
will be permanently prohibited from 
parking in the loading dock. 

3. Owners of the unit associated with 
said parker will be informed of the 
issue and may be billed for the time 
spent to track down the worker to 
move her/his vehicle. 

DOG REGISTRATION: Some of you 
may have lost a loved one and others 
acquired a new one. In both cases, please 
inform management and follow the 
registration procedure for a new addition. 
Please keep in mind that the limit of pets 
has been changed with the new Rules. A 
maximum of two pets per unit is author-
ized, regardless of the size or breed, in 
compliance with the approved categories 
indicated in the new Rules. This means 
that you can have two dogs, but you can 
no longer have two dogs and a cat or a 
bird, as it will add up to three pets.   

DOG FINE: Please be aware that the 
Board of Directors has instructed 
management to apply pet fines to include 
pet violations in the new or old dog runs 
located on Glenlake. Dog handlers who do 
not pick up the poop after their pets, or 
do not report soft or liquified poop that 
would need to be washed off by a staff 
member, will be in violation of the Rules 
and subject to a fine of $200 per incident. 
In other words, any and all outdoor and 
indoor common areas are now governed 
by the same pet incident Rules; there is 
no more leniency for the dog runs to 
excuse dog handlers who neglect to pick 
up after their pets. Occupants of a unit, 
other than the unit owners, who violate 

Management report 
(Continued from page 3) 

the pet Rules will cause the pet fine to be 
billed to the account of the unit owner. 
Please also remember that a pet should 
never be allowed to either urinate or 
defecate in any part, or against any 
component, of the outdoor amenities/
features, including atrium pavers, 
planters, columns, ramps, stairs or 
terraces on Sheridan Road, etc. 

GARAGE CONCRETE REPAIRS: The 
overhead concrete work being performed 
by Bulley & Andrews Concrete Restora-
tion in the garage is currently finalizing 
Stage #2 (yellow section on the schemat-
ic), which is the area of the garage located 
over the convenience store, the dental 
office and JDT’s offices in the Plaza. Stage 
#3, located in the atrium (in blue on the 
sketch), will be initiated on July 5. 
Parkers: Please be aware that the egress 
and ingress traffic will be slowed down 
during Stage #3 and #4 of the project; 
these stages are performed in the atrium 
and involve blocking the driving lanes and 
15-minute areas. For the safety of our 
residents and parkers, street lights will be 
temporarily installed by BACR to optimize 
the safety and the flow of traffic in and 
out of the garage. We are asking our 
parkers to be patient and, if possible, to 
slightly change (earlier or later) their 
regular schedule for entering or leaving 
the garage if it’s typically during rush 
hour. 


