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By Tracy Poyser 

This is the third article in 
our series titled “A day in the 
life of …,” intended to provide 
our readers with a detailed 
look at the everyday tasks of 
those who work at Malibu East. Later 
articles in this series will appear on an 
irregular basis. 

There is no doubt that the nerve center 
of our 500-unit vertical village is the three
-room Management Office near our lobby 
entrance. It’s where our property 
manager, Violette Deschamps, helped by 
her assistant, Scott, packs an incredible 
number of actions into each workday to 
help keep Malibu East such a wonderful 
home for all of us. It requires someone 
with a multifaceted background, commu-
nication skills, organizational talent, 
project management experience, diploma-
cy, patience, resilience, ability to not 
accept “no” as an answer, and a commit-
ment to excellence.  

So, when MECA needed to find a new 
property manager 10 years ago, Sudler 
Property Management recruited Violette 
as a superbly qualified candidate, and the 
Board of Directors hired her in November 

2012. Violette is currently in charge of 20 
employees, including our building 
engineer, his assistant, janitors, front desk 
and Receiving Room staff. The garage 
manager reports to her also. 

Unusual qualifications 

A French-Canadian native of Quebec, 
Violette brought an unusual background 
to her position. With a degree in architec-
ture from l’Universite  de Montre al, her 
focus as a private practician there was on 
social architecture subsidized by the 
Canadian and Quebec governments, 
including specially designed housing 
facilities for the elderly, large families and 

other people with special needs. In the 
early ’90s, she trained at the International 
Institute of Real Estate Management 
(IREM) in Montreal and became a certified 
property manager with IREM in the 
United States. She further trained in 
Montreal in alternative dispute resolution 
methods, including arbitration, mediation 
and principled negotiation. 

Violette moved to the United States in 
1999, got married and spent nine months 
each in Alabama; Buffalo Grove, Illinois; 
and De Pere, Wisconsin. In 2001, she 
relocated to Chicago and, in 2005, 
purchased a mixed-use building on the 
South Side where she still lives. Related 
positions in the U.S. before MECA included 
five years as property manager of an 
industrial incubator and three years as a 
condominium property manager for 
Draper & Kramer. When Sudler located 
her, it offered her two properties to 
choose from: a property only about a 20-

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Bears-Packers, chili cook-off 
Sunday, Dec. 4 
Noon-3 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, Dec. 13 
7:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Residents’ holiday party 
Wednesday, Dec. 14 
6:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Movie: Love Actually 
Sunday, Dec. 18 
5 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

New Year’s Eve party 
Saturday, Dec. 31 
9:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. 

A day in the life of our property manager 
Deschamps is MECA’s longest-serving manager 

minute drive from home, and Malibu East. 
Despite the much longer commute, she 
opted for Malibu East because a building 
of our size represented a greater challenge 
and an expanded project management 
range. This December, Violette will be 
honored with a 10-year loyalty award at 
our staff’s holiday luncheon. 

Property manager’s duties 

Before getting into details, I asked 
about the scope of her job. “It’s anything 
its constituents and the property need,” 
she tells me. Asked what she likes best 
about her position, Violette grins and says: 
“Managing!” That includes the customer 
care of our residents, condominium 
owners and commercial tenants; ensuring 
that MECA Rules and policies are under-
stood and followed; monitoring the 
financials – i.e., expenditures and billings, 
including assessments, work orders, etc.; 
staff management and human resources; 
keeping an eye on the building’s physical 
condition from the bottom on up, 
including the commercial Plaza, elevators, 
mechanical systems, roof, balconies, 
exterior walls and amenities; handling 
projects involving garage repair, major 
system replacement, remodeling and 
aesthetics; acting as a liaison with Sudler 
Property Management; and providing day-
to-day support to the Board president, 
executive committee, Board of Directors, 
committees and task forces.  

A very important part of her duties is 
monitoring ongoing contractor contracts, 
including cable TV and internet, elevators, 
utilities, alarm and fire safety systems, 
plumbing and electrical components, 
security and fob systems, exterior and 

(Continued on page 8) 

Our condolences 
to the family  
and friends of 

Frank Wilson-Phillips 
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Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the Management Office. 

By Neil Warner 

Tuesday, Nov. 15, 2022 
Attendance: Eleven Board members, two 
management representatives, nine residents 
Not present: Vicki Blair 
Presiding: President Arthur Arfa 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
None 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement  

Because the meeting was held earlier in 
the month than usual, the Oct. 31 
financial data and a current delinquency 
report weren’t available. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Building Aesthetics & Services – Carl 

Chadek 
New lobby furniture will be delivered 
soon. The committee will decorate the 
building for the holidays (now complet-
ed), and a company will set up the heavy 
Christmas trees in the atrium. 

2) Community Events & Recreation – Sam 
Bullock 
Chili cook-off and Bears-Packers game in 
Windjammer Room on Dec. 4. Residents’ 
holiday party in WJR on Dec. 14. Movie 
Love Actually in WJR on Dec. 18. A 
masquerade New Year’s Eve party in WJR 
starts at 9 p.m.; masks optional. Four 
employees will be honored for long 
tenure at MECA at staff’s holiday 
luncheon. 

3) Ad Hoc Community Forum – Sam 
Bullock 
About 35 people attended the community 
forum on Nov. 9 regarding the updated 
reserve study (see article, page 6). The 
next forum is being planned; suggestions 
for topics are welcomed. 

4) Ad Hoc Garage Planning Study – Sam 
Bullock 
Garage consultant will continue to work 
with Board despite disagreement over 
requested extra payment. 

5) Ad Hoc Declaration Review – Carl 
Chadek 
Committee is reviewing the Malibu East 
Declaration for areas where updates 
might be desired, in addition to changes 
that are needed to put Declaration in 
compliance with the Illinois Condomini-
um Property Act. 

6) Ad Hoc Website Redesign – Sean Blair 
Sean has reviewed the Malibu East 
website and says some updates are 
immediately needed. He pointed out that 

all issues of the Dialogue going back to 
2000 are available on the site. 

 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items not listed on agenda 
Rather than giving an oral report, property 
manager Violette Deschamps answered 
directors’ questions about her written 
report that had been given to Board 
members. There was a discussion as to 
whether the city is likely to pay any of the 
approximately $62,000 in scavenger rebates 
owed to the Association before the city 
phased out the program. Some directors 
urged pressuring our alderman for these 
payments. 
Items requiring Board action 
1) 2023 budget approval 

Following responses from the treasurer 
and other directors to questions 
submitted in writing by unit owners, the 
Board approved the draft budget for 
2023 as sent to owners earlier. See 
article on page 3 for a summary of the 
changes for 2023.  

2) Reserve study approval 
Directors approved the reserve study 
that was updated for 2022. 

3) Garage underground storm drain 
lining 
To remedy what is believed to be a 
cracked pipe below the lower level of the 
building, the Board approved the 
application of a fiberglass coating to the 
inside of the pipe. 

4) Bicycle Room change order 
Directors approved BACR’s change order 
for repairing the Bicycle Room ceiling. 

5) 2023 D & O insurance 
Board approved a new insurance policy 
for MECA directors and officers. 

6) Ratification of  Board decision re 37E 
Board ratified the decision by the Board 
president not to submit an opening bid 
on unit 37E at a judicial foreclosure sale 
on Oct. 27. As a result, the sale was 
postponed until December. 

7) Illinois Sash sliding door presentation 
Directors recommended that a second 
sliding door installer, Illinois Sash, be 
allowed to make a presentation to unit 
owners at management’s discretion. 

8) Property tax appeal fee 
Unit owners will be billed in December 
for their pro rata share of their savings 
on real estate taxes resulting from the 
appeal filed by MECA’s legal firm, Worsek 
& Vihon. 

9) Holiday fund letters 
Letters will be distributed to residents on 
three occasions, as well as to nonresident 
owners. 

10)Religious display request 
Board approved a resident’s request for a 
religious display in the Community 
Room. 

11)22.1 disclosure statement 
Tabled. 

 
The open session ended at 8:43 p.m. and the 
Board went into closed session, later 
resuming open session. 
 
ADDITIONAL MOTION ADOPTED 
1) Board approved salary increases and 

bonuses for the Malibu East Management 
Office staff. 

 

Special Board, owners’ 
meetings 
Tuesday, Nov. 15, 2022 
These meetings, which immediately 
preceded the regularly scheduled Board 
meeting, were called to consider an offer to 
buy Association-owned unit 12K for 
$247,000, with a $500 renovation credit to 
the buyer. Association had exercised its 
right of first refusal on the unit in March 
2015 for approximately $163,000 and spent 
$6,900 on improvements. It was rented until 
August. Directors decided not to further 
improve the unit but sell it in its current 
condition. 
1) Board unanimously approved the sale of 

12K. 
2) In the owners’ meeting, the unit owners 

also approved the sale. 

Volunteer 
experiences? 

Have you ever worked as a volunteer? 
If so, and you think the experience 

might interest others, the Dialogue would 
like to know about it. 

You can either write about the 
experience and submit it to the Dialogue, 
or you can provide your contact infor-
mation, along with a brief summary of 
your experience, to the Dialogue staff, one 
of whom will get in touch with you to 
explore the subject further. 
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RESERVE STUDY: The Board adopted 
the 2022 revised reserve study at its 
November Board meeting. This is an 
important tool that accounts for the 
projected capital expenditures lined up 
with the aging of the property and its 
systems, and the corresponding reserve 
funds to be maintained for years to come 
in order to pay for the projected capital 
expenditures. A copy is available in the 
Management Office upon request. Note 
that the reserve study is a document 
given to sellers at the time of the sale of 
their units. The reserve study is part of 
the Association’s required disclosure to 
sellers. 

2023 BUDGET: The 2023 budget was 
adopted by the Board at its November 
meeting. It is basically the same as mailed 
to all owners earlier in October, with the 
only difference being that it is marked 
“adopted” as opposed to “draft.” 

The following will be part of your 
2023 January statement: 
• 5% increase in assessments; 
• $20 to $25 increases for monthly 

parking, depending on the type; 
• $12 increase on monthly electric car 

chargers; 
• $100 nonrefundable annual fee per 

dog; 
• $5 to $25 increases in various other 

fees, including late fees, returned 
check fees, transfer processing fees 
and work orders. 

• $1.50 increase in the monthly cable 
TV/internet fee; 
Furthermore, the internet opt-out 

program and associated credit are 
eliminated whether the Comcast internet 
service is disconnected or unused in the 
unit. All owners are billed the same, 
effective November 2022. 

DOGS: The Board has approved a dog 
registration fee in its 2023 budget. 
1. The nonrefundable dog fee will be 

billed each year on Jan. 1, to each 
owner who has a dog living in their 
unit as of Jan 1; or 

2. The nonrefundable dog fee will be 
billed following the month of 
registration; 

3. The fee is not associated to the size or 
age of the dog, or its remaining life 
span, or the length of time the loved 
one has been living in the unit; 

4. The dog fee applies annually to 

each dog living in a unit; 
5. The dog registration fee billed on 

an account is not reimbursable at 
the passing of the loved one, or 
when moving out. 
As a reminder, the maximum 

number of pets permitted to live in a 
unit is two, regardless if it is a dog, cat, 
bird, etc., per the new Rules adopted 
by the Board. Pet registration, for a 
dog and other animals, is mandatory in 
accordance with the past and updated 
Rules. 

REAL ESTATE TAXES: The Board 
hired the legal firm Worsek & Vihon, 
which specializes in the appeal of 
assessed value used by the Cook County 
assessor in the calculation of the county’s 
real estate taxes. The Board of Directors 
adopted a motion on Nov. 15 to bill the 
prorated contest fee to owners on their 
December statement. Fees vary from $18 
to $40 per unit, which represents a 
fraction of the unit owner’s tax savings 
resulting from Worsek & Vihon’s 
successful appeal. 

BICYCLE ROOM: The Board adopted a 
motion at its November meeting to 
approve the cost of the ceiling repair of 
the south section of the Bicycle Room’s 
ceiling. BACR was scheduled to resume 
the concrete repair work on Monday, Nov. 
28. Repair work is anticipated to be 
completed no later than mid-December, 
at which time management will inform 
residents to relocate their bikes into the 
room. Note that the temporary bike racks 
placed in the garage will all be relocated 
to the Bicycle Room. No bike or paddling 
boards shall remain stored in the garage 
once the Bicycle Room is ready for 
storage. 

SEAWALL AND FOURTH-FLOOR 
DECK PROJECT: The repair work on the 
seawall has been completed. Corona Craft 
Restoration is rebuilding the fourth-floor 
south parapet wall by raising it, as 
approved by the Board. However, the cold 
weather has prevented CCR from pouring 
the new concrete designed to raise the 
parapet wall. Completion of the work may 
be postponed to the spring of 2023. 

SHREDDING WEEK: The Shredding 
Week has resumed; shredding cans will 
be removed from the Table Tennis Room 
on the lower level at the beginning of 
December. 

SLIDING DOOR Q & A: 
1. I had not seen any moisture at the 

bottom of my sliding doors for years. 
How come I am noticing some signs of 
infiltration now? The sliding door 
assembly has a life span. The assembly 
encompasses aluminum, glass, 
thermal strips, gaskets of different 
materials, shapes and functions, 
weather stripping, metal fasteners 
and the like. Materials get brittle with 
time, or delaminate, weaken and 
break down. The life span of these 
components varies, having likely 
reached or exceeded their respective 
life span after more than 50 years 
from fabrication, causing the assembly 
to fail. 

2. Are we having more winds around? It 
is my observation that the winds and 
turbulence around the building are 
increasing in force, thus exacerbating 
the air pressure on the aged sliding 
doors. 

3. How would the wind pressure on my 
sliding doors cause water infiltration? 
The aluminum frame and glass panes 
are the main components protecting 
you against wind pressure and water 
infiltration. The aluminum frame of 
the original sliding doors and its 
thermal glass are much thinner and 
smaller in size than the new products 
designed for high-rises. Less material 
means less strength and rigidity, and 
consequently more curvature and 
fissures between the components, 
letting air and water through the 
system. This infiltration increases 
with time as the components age and 
are aggravated by climate change. 

4. Can I easily make a comparison of an 
original sliding door with a contempo-
rary sliding door assembly? You can 
compare them in the Windjammer 
Room, where we have both the 
original sliding doors and much newer 
Kawneer and Peerless sliding doors 
that were designed for high-rises. You 
will notice the substantial difference 
in the sizes of the frames and the 
thickness of the glass thermal panes. 

5. I noticed that the drywall under my 
sliding door is discoloring. Should I 
replace the weather stripping of the 
original sliding doors to resolve this? 
It is the same as placing a weak Band-
Aid on a large open wound. It may or 
may not decrease the amount of water 
getting in. 

6. Should I be concerned about mold 

(Continued on page 7) 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 
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Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
Indoor park, six gym floors, trapeze  
classes, senior activities, athletic 
equipment, meeting room, computer 
center, dancing floor, shuffleboard, 
weights, arts and crafts, aerobics, 
ping pong, after-school activities 
and more. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO NORTHSIDE AARP 
COMMUNITY GROUP 
Seniors group meets via Zoom at 12:30 p.m. 
the first Tuesday of each month (Dec. 6, 
Jan. 3). 
bit.ly/mecax1 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, Dec. 20, 7 p.m. 
(third Tuesday of the month) 
Engine 70 fire house 
6060 N. Clark (use north entrance) 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: noon-8 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sun. 1-5 p.m. 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Current exhibits: “Indigenous Edgewater: 
Exploring Native History,” “As Time Goes By 
in Edgewater: 1885 to the Present” and 
“The Best of Broadway and Lost Broadway” 
Regular museum hours: 
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR CENTER 
Organized activities and lunches for seniors, 
Monday through Friday, throughout the 
year.  
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
Biweekly newsletter listing programs, both 
online and in-person, activities, meetups 
and volunteer opportunities to engage and 
support older adults. 
www.EVChicago.org 

EMANUEL CONGREGATION STITCHING 
LADIES 
Women of all ages and religions volunteer 
their time and knitting and crocheting skills 
to craft handmade gifts for those in need or 
ill. The Stitching Ladies meet Tuesdays at 
Emanuel Congregation, 5959 N. Sheridan, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., except for the 
first Tuesday of each month when meetings 
are held over Zoom. All are welcome to join 
when able. Also, donations of fabric and 

yarn are always appreciated. For more 
information, contact Sandy Pakin, the 
Stitching Ladies coordinator, at 
rsvp5959@gmail.com. 

E-WASTE RECYCLING 
Streets and Sanitation Dept. is partner-ing 
with Dept. of Health to collect electronic 
waste for recycling. Items accepted include 
computers, monitors, TVs, printers, 
keyboards, mice, VCRs, DVD players, video 
game consoles, MP3 players, iPods. 
Streets and Sanitation Div. 1 yard 
6441 N. Ravenswood 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Dec. 7 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Online programs for persons 60 and over.  
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
whitecranewellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

(Note: Many theaters require some level of 
COVID safety precaution, such as the 
wearing of a face mask inside the theater. 
Please check with the theater before-
hand.)  

CIRQUES EXPERIENCE 
Wheel thru the Season 
A performance by Chase Park’s circus art 
class, incorporating wheel gymnastics and 
acrobatic routines. 
Saturday, Dec. 10, 5 p.m. 
Senn High School Theater 
5900 N. Glenwood 

COLVIN HOUSE 
Tuesday concerts are held in Colvin House’s 
stunning parlor, with a rotating group of 
musicians. 
773-654-2999 
colvinhouseevents.com/ 
the-courtyard-series/ 

EDGE THEATER 
Nexus: Tango Connect 
Tango 21 Dance Theater celebrates the 
many connections that tango brings us, in a 
night of tango music and dance perfor-
mances. 
Saturday, Dec. 10, 7 p.m. 
Edge Theater 
5451 N. Broadway 
edgetheater.com 
Hershel & the Hanukkah Goblins, adapted 
by Mike Dailey 
A traveling troupe of actors comes to town 
to find no one celebrating Hanukkah. They 
must put on a show to save the holiday! 
Will they bring back the spirit of Hanukkah 
to the town? Produced by Strawdog 
Theatre Company. Tickets are free. 
Dec. 10 thru Jan. 1 
The Edge Off Broadway 
1133 W. Catalpa 

EDGEWATER SINGERS 
Out of the Darkness, Light 
Annual holiday concert is free and 
appropriate for all ages. Audience members 
are encouraged to wear masks during the 
performance.  
Saturday, Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m. 
St. Gertrude’s Church, 1420 W. Granville 
edgewatersingers.org 

JACKALOPE THEATRE 
Among the Dead, by Hansol Jung 
A dark comedy about a family broken apart 

by betrayed promises, and finding each 
other again through SPAM, journals and 
Jesus. Mostly Jesus. 
Thru Dec. 11 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
jackalopetheatre.org 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
Lessons & Carols 
This service, held in Madonna della Strada 
Chapel, features a series of lessons 
combined with liturgical music sung by 
Loyola’s choral ensembles.  
Saturday, Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m. 
Madonna della Strada 
Joyola! 
A Loyola tradition, Joyola! returns for a 
spirited evening of holiday celebration 
featuring a mix of sacred and secular works. 
In-person and livestream.  
Thursday, Dec. 8, 7:30 p.m. 
Mundelein Auditorium 
Chamber Ensemble Recital 
Friday, Dec. 9, 7 p.m. 
Skowronski Music Hall 
Fall Dance Informance 
Dance students from all dance classes at 
Loyola showcase their semester’s work in 
an informal dance performance.  
Friday, Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m. 
Newhart Family Theatre 
December organ concert: Peter Morey  
Sunday, Dec. 18, 3 p.m. 
Madonna della Strada 
773-508-8400 
luc.universitytickets.com 
All but Lessons & Carols and the December 
organ concert will be held at the Mundelein 
Center for the Fine and Performing Arts, 
1020 W. Sheridan. 

RIVENDELL THEATRE 
A Mile in the Dark, by Emily Schwend 
Jess’ stepmother, Carol, was a cheerful 
woman whose unexpected passing has left 
Jess searching for answers. Can something 
in Carol’s life explain her untimely death? 
This eerie and unsettling new play is about 
the people we think we know but don’t and 
the hard truth sitting in plain sight. Co-
produced by Interrobang Theatre Project 
and Rivendell Theatre Ensemble. 
Thru Dec. 11 
5775 N. Ridge 
rivendelltheatre.org 

STEEP THEATRE 
Our Dear Dead Drug Lord, by Alexis 
Scheer 
In an abandoned treehouse, four teenage 
girls armed with a Ouija board call to order 
a meeting of the Dead Leaders Club to 
summon the ghost of Pablo Escobar. In this 
genre-defying play, navigating adolescence 
may be more perilous than communing 
with the dead.  
Thru Dec. 10 
1044 W. Berwyn 
773-649-3186 
steeptheatre.com 

Assessments will 
rise in January  
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Protected, pampered 
parking places 
Nearly forgotten Edgewater icons 
and institutions – Part 5 

This periodic series recalls former 
bastions of our neighborhood’s life and 
landscape that exist today mostly in 
memory. Previous installments covered 
movie theaters, restaurants, streetcars, 
Mundelein College, the Broadway “Motor 
Row” and the rise and fall of Edgewater 
Hospital. 

By Ron Cohn 

In the late fall of 1948, my 
father got his first new car, a 
sleek, streamlined Buick 
Super four-door, replacing 
the hulking prewar version he had bought 
used and driven for eight years. We had 
just moved to Hollywood and Kenmore 
from Sherwin Avenue in Rogers Park, 
where the old black Buick had been 
consigned to parking on the half-empty 
streets all through the war. That would 
not be the fate of the gleaming new sedan, 
which would reside in the pampered 
protection of the Monarch Garage, two 
blocks west of our back door. 

Many of those century-old parking 
structures are still here, aging, anony-
mous one- and two-story buildings, 
squatting along the west side of the Red 
Line viaducts on many Edgewater side 
streets. Now serving a diversity of uses, 
they were built to answer the need for off-
street parking with the attendant services 
in the newly car-crazed ’20s. 

A detailed 1928 map of the area has no 
fewer than 10 sites designated as garages, 
each with over 50 parking spaces, east of 
Broadway between Balmoral and Devon. 
Eight were still operating in 1956, 
according to a business directory from 
that year. You can still find five or six of 
the buildings as you walk the neighbor-
hood, and indulge in a little exercise of 
urban archaeology. 

Some were strictly utilitarian in design, 
like the Monarch, today a featureless 
presence hidden in plain sight between the 
“L” and the Shell station on the north side 
of Hollywood. You can be stuck right in 
front of it if you’re stopped heading west at 

the Broadway light, yet never see it. 
Others, like the faux terra cotta “temple 

of parking” on the south side of Ardmore at 
the viaduct, and the repurposed auto 
repair shop occupying the same coordi-
nates on Catalpa, feature ornamentation 
and architectural details paying at least 
faint homage to the automobiles they were 
built to serve. 

Some of the surviving parking garages 
have been reborn behind contemporized 
facades, like what is now Euro Collision on 
Balmoral east of Broadway. 

Other neighborhoods with concentra-
tions of large, upscale apartment build-
ings, like those all along Lake Shore Drive, 
spawned similar clusters of parking 
garages on Broadway from Montrose to 
Diversey and along Clark Street from 
there all the way downtown. On the South 
Side, Hyde Park and South Shore had 
their share, as well. 

On a yearly rental agreement, car 
owners would have, at a minimum, a 
heated, indoor parking space. Above that, 
there would typically be a menu of 
services like weekly washes, regular gas 
fill-ups, tire and fluid checks, windshield 
wipes and even valet pickup and drop-off. 
I have no idea what it cost to garage a car 
back then, but I do know that the monthly 
rent on our good-sized three-bedroom, 
two-bath apartment with a sunroom, 
separate dining room and two pantries 
was around $160, so the Monarch was 
likely a fairly reasonable luxury. 

For my father, who eschewed the 
pickup option except in the most extreme 
weather, the daily visits to the garage also 
became an enjoyable part of his social life. 
The Monarch was owned by two men in 
his age range and with similar back-
grounds, Irv Matheson and “Fitz” 
Fishman. Both had other business 
interests, which they ran out of their 
office at the garage, and they were usually 
on hand there, having a cup of coffee with 
him in the morning and something 
stronger when he returned in the early 
evening. He’d spend a half-hour with 
them a few times a week and enjoy a 
lively conversation and regular weekly 
bets on televised Wednesday and Friday 
night boxing from New York, which went 
on for 15 years. 

The Monarch provided a facility for 
adolescent me, as well. A regulation-
height basketball backboard and hoop 
complete with net had been mounted on 
one of the rafters on the second floor. In 
the winters when I was 12 and 13, I 
would sharpen my skills up there for 
hours on end, usually all alone. Occasion-
ally I would have a one-on-one game with 
a friend, or with Dave, the sole employee 
of the garage, who at six feet towered 
over me. The one problem with the venue 
was that the concrete floor was ingrained 
with grease, oil and rubber tire residue 
that tuned my brown leather basketball 
black and did the same for my hands. My 
mother made me scrub them with a brush 
to pass her inspection before dinner. My 
friend Mike Libman’s mother forbid him 
to ever go back after an afternoon of H-O-
R-S-E and 21 up there with me. 

Thinking of Dave dredged up a final 
memory of the Monarch’s place in my 
boyhood. My morning routine through 
most of high school was to cover the half 
mile or so to Senn at a fast jog, lugging my 
books. On nice days in the spring and fall, 
Dave would be sitting in front of the 
garage, reading the paper as I chugged by. 
He’d look at his watch and call out, “Here 
comes the 8:05 express … a little late (or 
early) today.” 

The garage, a place to park the car, 
became a much larger part of the lives of 
my father and me. It makes me reflect on 
the roughly 2,000 parking spaces 
enclosed by our neighborhood garages in 
the 50 years they existed … multiplied by 
all the other parts of the city in which 
they arose. How many stories, how many 
memories, did they create? How many 
lives were enriched by a place to park the 
car? 

LeRoy Blommaert of the Edgewater 
Historical Society contributed to this 
article. 

(Photos by Ron Cohn) 

Practically invisible, 
the Monarch Garage 

The Ardmore Garage, 
a temple of parking 

The repurposed garage 
on Catalpa 

Contemporary rebirth of 
garage on Balmoral 

Self-parkers: Close inner 
garage doors behind you  
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Community forum 
explains reserve 
study 
By Pat Montemurro 

On Nov. 9, approximately 
35 Malibu East residents 
gathered in the Windjammer 
Room for a community 
forum, moderated by Board 
member Sam Bullock. The purpose of this 
meeting was to present a draft of the 2022 
updated reserve study, to clarify the 
purpose of a reserve study and to explain 
its impact, both immediate and several 
years into the future. 

During his introductory remarks, 
Bullock made several key points regarding 
the definition and purpose of a reserve 
study. The study is a strategic planning 
tool and serves as a calculated funding 
plan for capital projects, based on a 
comprehensive, non-invasive analysis of 
building components from experts in 
architecture, engineering, etc. These 
experts provide an estimate of the 
remaining life of each of the building 
components, their replacement costs and 
a funding plan for those costs. 

A reserve fund – at Malibu East it’s 
called the Replacement Fund – is not 
intended for day-to-day operational costs. 
The end goal is to have the money 
available when needed to fund upcoming 
capital projects – with each unit owner 
paying their fair share of the cost of 
repairing or replacing the deteriorating 
common elements – without implement-
ing special assessments. 

Some recent projects include repairs or 
upgrades to the balconies, façades, 
parking garage, Bicycle Room, seawall and 
driveway pavers. 

Perhaps it is most important to 
understand that the reserve study is a live 
document that should be adjusted as 
needed to reflect the changing needs and 
priorities of the Association. 

A reserve study should be updated 
every 3-5 years. Malibu East’s first study 
was conducted in 2019 and approved by 
the Board of Directors in April 2021. 
While it may seem a bit early to have 
initiated another reserve study, several 
factors – including the number of looming 
major capital projects, inflation and a 
depleted Replacement Fund – prompted 
the Board to approve an updated study. 

Building Reserves, the company that 
performed the study in 2019, also 
completed the current one, with project 
and reserve projections over the next 30 

years. The following components were 
examined and analyzed (the examples are 
representative of a much more extensive 
list): 
• Exterior building components: roof, 

railings, doors, façade 
• Interior building components: 

amenities, elevators, hallways, 
exercise equipment, furnishings 

• Service components: air handling 
units, electrical, fire protection, fob 
and security systems, pipes, smoke 
tower 

• Site components: ADA access, common
-area furniture, sports courts, pool 
deck, landscaping 

• Pool components: pool structure, 
mechanicals 

• Garage components: carbon monoxide 
detection, concrete, traffic membrane, 
lighting, electric car charging stations 

• Loading dock components: doors, 
stack effect remediation 

• Miscellaneous: contingency fund 
(approximately $100,000) 
A key part of the presentation ex-

plained how Malibu East’s reserve is 
funded, primarily through assessments, 
investments and excess operating revenue 
from the prior year. Bullock stressed that 
a reserve fund is not intended to be a 
savings account; rather, it ebbs and flows 
according to anticipated projects and 
should be at higher balances immediately 
prior to the undertaking of large capital 
projects. A 3.9% inflation rate is built into 
the planned expenses over the life of the 
reserve study. 

A considerable number of capital 
projects are planned for 2023, with a 
projected cost of $2,252,436. While these 
are the anticipated projects, they can and 
will be moved to a future time frame 
should more urgent building needs arise. 
• Residential hallway renovation, 

Phase 1 
• Garage concrete repairs, Phase 2 
• Hallway air handling units, west side 
• Façade concrete repairs 
• Security: new fob system 
• Loading dock stack effect remediation 
• Pools: complete renovation, including 

mechanicals 
• Smoke tower louver replacement, 

Phase 1 
• Roof safety system 
• Windjammer Room flooring 
• Sheridan entrance water remediation 
• Fourth-floor concrete repair 
• Fire suppression pumps repairs 
• Contingency and painting 
A separate study of the Malibu East 

Plaza (“Captain’s Walk”) was also 

completed. It was not included in this 
presentation; however, it is available from 
the Management Office upon request. 

The draft of the updated reserve study 
was subsequently approved by the Board 
at its Nov. 15 meeting. It will soon be 
available on Rise or you can request a 
copy from the Management Office. 

Holiday cheer will 
abound in December 

This December, the Community Events 
and Recreation Committee has a number of 
fun events planned. The month will kick off 
with the Chili Cook-off and the Bears-
Packers game on Sunday, Dec. 4, beginning 
at noon, as reported in last month’s 
Dialogue. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 14, all residents 
are invited to the Windjammer Room 
beginning at 6 p.m. for the annual residents’ 
holiday party. Pastas (meat and meatless), 
Italian beef, eggplant parmesan, grilled 
veggies, chicken fingers, baba ghanoush, 
shrimp cocktail and garden salad will be 
served. There will also be an assortment of 
wines, hard seltzers, soft drinks and a 
specialty cocktail available at the bar. Mini 
cannoli will be available for dessert. If you 
wish, you can bring a small dessert for 
sharing. 

Residents are invited to a screening of 
Love Actually in the Windjammer Room on 
Sunday, Dec. 18. Hugh Grant leads an all-
star cast in this perennial favorite. Popcorn, 
soft drinks and hot chocolate will be 
available. The movie will begin shortly after 
5 p.m. Please note that the movie is R-rated 
and viewer discretion is advised. 

A masquerade New Year’s Eve party will 
be held Saturday, Dec. 31 in the Windjam-
mer Room. The festivities will begin at 9 
p.m. and will include hors d’oeuvres, 
cocktails and wine. DJ GQ will spin dance 
tunes for those who wish to cut a rug. 
Masquerade masks are optional. 

Unusual job or talent? 
Do you know a Malibu East resident 

who has an unusual occupation or an 
unusual talent? 

If you do, the Dialogue would like to 
know about it. We know there are many 
such individuals in our building, and they 
deserve some recognition. 

Leave a note for the Dialogue editor 
with the doorman or the Management 
Office, providing contact information for 
the resident along with the unusual 
occupation or talent. We’ll follow up on it. 
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Restaurant review 

Afghan cuisine a 
short walk from home 
By Beth Robinson 

The front window of Afghan Saray 
features a traditional Afghan dining area 
where customers sit inches off the red-
carpeted floor with their food on a low 
table. This must be a welcome site for 
diners accustomed to eating on the floor. 
For those who are not, the restaurant has 
American-style seating as well. 

Isa Ebrahimi, originally from Badakh-
shan in northeastern Afghanistan, opened 
the restaurant in May in the space that 
was vacated by Milo’s Pita on Broadway. 
At a young age, he began to work to 
support his family. He left his home and 
spent time in Iran and Turkey before 
coming as a refugee to the United States, 
where he worked in multiple jobs before 
opening Afghan Saray. 

The restaurant serves Mediterranean 
cuisine, including a variety of sandwiches 
and entrees with grilled and roasted 
meats, as well as several stews, salads and 
vegetarian items. The menu indicates that 
the food is halal. 

A group of eight diners met at the 
restaurant on a Thursday evening. We 
were pleasantly surprised to find that the 
restaurant was full of customers, unlike 
other times when some of us had visited. 
The owner was handling the table service. 
He was gracious and accommodating but 
stretched a little thin that night. 

We started with a satisfying flatbread 
stuffed with potato (bolani kachalo). Pat 
and Helen said they could make a meal of 
the bread alone or with a small side dish. 

Overall, the grilled and roasted meat 
dishes received high marks from every-
one as mildly seasoned and tender. Mike 
had the kabob koobideh, made of ground 
beef. Others tried the chicken shish kabob 
and chicken shawarma, thinly sliced roast 
chicken. Neil found the chapli kabob of 
ground beef infused with diced onion, 
tomatoes, garlic, chilies and spices to be 
flavorful but a little dry and was glad that 
the entre e included garlic-yogurt and hot 
sauces on the side. Entrees also come 
with rice and salad. 

Tracy would have liked more of the 
two sauces to balance out the dry rice. 
One combo grill plate also includes 
lemony hummus and warm, thin pita 
bread, a nice complement to the meat and 
rice. 

Neil recommends the uzbak qabuli, 
referred to as the national dish of 
Afghanistan, which consists of a meaty 
lamb shank and tasty rice pilaf with 
carrots and raisins. Debbie said the 
banjan borani, sauteed eggplant topped 
with yogurt and mint, was a comforting 
dish. The ghormeh sabzi, a Persian stew 
of red beans and beef, is flavored with 
fenugreek and omani limes, a taste that 
was unfamiliar to me but rich and hearty. 

A good dessert option is the chocolate 
salami (no meat involved), a not-too-rich 
roll of chocolate studded with crushed 
biscuits, perhaps accompanied by Persian 
tea. 

Prices are moderate ($10-$18 for 
entrees), and portion sizes are generous. 
Afghan Saray is a welcome addition to the 
neighborhood. 

 
Afghan Saray 
6141 N. Broadway 
773-654-1759 
Open Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun. noon-10 p.m. 
Closed on Tuesdays 

growth by my sliding doors? Discolor-
ation in drywall and peeling paint are 
signs of water that does not belong. 
Mold is likely to grow if the following 
three elements are present: 1) water 
in any form (vapor, moisture, liquid, 
solid); 2) organic materials to grow 
from (drywall and paint); 3) oxygen 
and heat input. It is advised to remove 
and replace any materials suspected 
to host mold and to remedy the water 
infiltration to prevent reoccurrence. 

7. Is it possible that the Association may 
require certain sliding doors to be 
replaced by their respective owners? 
Yes, either an original sliding door or a 
new sliding door that was installed in 
violation of the Sliding Door Replace-
ment Guideline. 

8. Is it possible that a new sliding door 
recently installed in my unit is in 
violation of the guideline? Yes, if the 
product is NOT designed and fabricat-
ed for high-rise buildings, such as 
products you can buy online that are 
suitable for cottages or small build-
ings of a few stories high. 

9. What is a noncompliant product? The 
product is not listed in the KGH 
guideline and has not been designed 
and fabricated for high-rise buildings. 

10.Is it easy to determine if my sliding 
doors are causing water infiltration? It 
is fairly easy to assess if a sliding door 
is causing water infiltration. In case of 
doubt, please contact the property 
manager for guidance. 

11.What are the signs of water damage I 
should look for? Visible water damage 
to personal property is usually visible 
on hard surface flooring, carpet, paint, 
wallpaper, electrical outlets and the 
like. 

12.How can we tell that common 
elements have been damaged by 
water? Once water damage is visible 
on personal property, it is likely to 
have progressed from or toward the 
common elements owned by the 
Association. 

13.What are the most prevalent signs of 
water damage to personal property? 
Musty or acrid smell, peeling paint, 
delaminating or sagging wallpaper, 
discolored carpet, tacky residue in 
between planks, warping of hard 
surface flooring, swollen furniture, 
cracking/flaking, darkened materials, 
wetness and seepage, etc. 

14.What are the risks of a neighboring 

Management report 
(Continued from page 3) 

owner filing a claim against another 
owner for water damage to their 
flooring, wall finishes, artwork, etc., as 
a result of leaking sliding doors? The 
risk of a claim is likely to increase 
alongside the observed increase of 
water leaks from the sliding doors. 

15.Will the Board approve another 
round of group sale promotion by a 
sliding door installer? Yes, it is likely 
to happen in 2023. 

Dialogue Diners ready to try their entrees  

Kabob koobideh entree  
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interior landscaping, laundry operation, 
pest management, waste management, 
housekeeping, uniforms, radios, tele-
phones, Plaza and garage building services 
– plus ad hoc contracts for new and 
special projects. And all of these services 
must be rebid periodically. If that sounds 
like a major juggling act for her and 
assistant property manager Scott, that’s 
because it is!  

What a typical day entails 

Variety is the spice of Violette’s life as 
our property manager. On a typical 
Monday, she dedicates most of the 
morning to reviewing and resolving any 
weekend issues flagged by her staff or via 
residents’ emails or voice messages. She 
processes the payroll every second 
Monday.  

The most frequent weekend and day-to
-day incidents involve billing questions, 
Rules violations like unscheduled moves 
or construction, elevator outages and 
residents’ complaints about water issues, 
noise or objectionable odors (cannabis, 
cigarette, cooking) infiltrating their units. 
Some incidents can be grave, such as 
when one of the transformers blew up, or 
rainwater was pouring in the loading dock 
from all directions when Chicago was hit 
with severe flash floods engorging the 
city’s sewer system.  

Violette and Scott meet daily with 
building engineer Lou Colletti and 
assistant engineer Mike Rostescu to 
review day-to-day operations and ongoing 
projects and issues. And, with a volunteer 
Board of Directors involved in all aspects 
of our building’s operation, she meets 
with Board president Arthur Arfa and 
treasurer Joan Scholl several times a 
week, as well as other Board members or 
committee chairs, to discuss projects, 
concerns and inquiries and offer solutions 
as needed.  

Violette also takes care of the Associa-
tion-owned units as directed by the Board. 
To optimize the return on investment, 
MECA-owned units are thoroughly 
cleaned and often completely or partially 
remodeled before they are sold or rented. 
The Management Office takes care of 
opening and closing unit owners’ ac-
counts, monitors sales and leases, 
prepares disclosures and information 
needed by appraisers, lenders and 
attorneys involved in unit sales. In 
addition, Violette and Scott help new 
owners and residents get settled and 

Violette Deschamps  
(Continued from page 1) 

integrated in our community. 

Staying focused 

I asked Violette about how she manages 
to stay on track. “It starts with the ability 
to analyze a problem. That means to stop, 
investigate and understand the underlying 
issue, and promptly implement solutions.” 
She insists that solutions come last after 
the problem is thoroughly understood.  

“Patience, calm and logic are keys, 
especially in the face of anger, yelling and 
the gamut of human emotions when 
they’re involved. Addressing and solving 
issues in the most effective way thickens 
your skin, improves your diplomacy and 
exercises the ability to meet people’s 
expectations on all levels. It’s best not to 
sit on a problem but try and get it out of 
the way before it gets bigger,” she adds.  

Emergencies and conflicts do happen 
with over 1,000 people living under one 
roof, and the large number of vendors and 
contractors involved in the life of the 
property.  

One situation involving our residents 
that too often could be resolved more 
effectively is the wellness check. The 
absence of an emergency contact and the 
names of people who are granted access 
to a unit can result in delays. Secondly, 
loved ones often contact management to 
request a wellness check on a resident as 
opposed to calling 911. If a wellness check 
is indicated, 911 is contacted because 
emergency responders are better-
equipped and trained for wellness checks. 
A staff member will escort the Fire 
Department or ambulance personnel to 
the unit.  

Other incidents or disputes may 
occasionally involve dog fights, unauthor-
ized weekend moves or car accidents in 
the garage. In terms of security, the 
occasional stranger has been reported 
wandering in the Plaza although no harm 
came out of those incidents. “When you 
see something, report it,” Violette advises.  

By far the most frequently reported 
damage to property is caused by water – 
be it from sliding doors, clogged HVAC 
condensate lines, faulty water heaters, 
overflowing sinks, leaking toilets or 
broken drainpipes. “Just pay attention, 
check frequently under your sinks, around 
your toilets, HVAC and water heater 
closets, and invest in replacing outdated 
items,” Violette recommends.  

Concerns, complaints 

What is most frustrating for Violette? 
“It’s for residents and owners being 
unaware of or misinformed about the 

Rules and policies. Reading and under-
standing (Rules and policies) is how 
problems could be avoided in the first 
place,” she responds.  

Most complaints received in the 
Management Office are about smoke – 
with cannabis ranking first since its 
legalization. “Smoke and odor of any kind 
has to be contained within the unit where 
they are produced.”  

Noise also must be contained within the 
unit where it originates. Noise complaints 
come second – especially loud, thumping 
music during the night and on weekends. 
Violette advises owners of rental units to 
develop a close relationship with the 
people living in their units and ensure 
they know and understand the Rules and 
policies. 

Hobbies for unwinding 

After an action-packed workday and 
week that tired this writer just by 
listening, what does Violette do to relax? 
She unwinds by taking care of her two 
dogs, enjoying a nice dinner with some 
wine, gardening, traveling and appreciat-
ing nature, and tending to her sewing 
projects. You may have admired Violette’s 
one-of-a-kind wardrobe, but did you know 
that she’s the designer and maker of the 
patterns and her leather garments?  

We hope our property manager will 
stay with us as long as possible instead of 
opening her own leather design business. 
Did I mention that she has a quirky sense 
of humor? 

You can contribute to 
the Dialogue 

The Dialogue staff encourages fellow 
residents to contribute to our monthly 
newsletter. 

We welcome your contribution in any 
of various forms – a poem you’ve written, 
a firsthand account of a travel experience, 
a family recipe with an interesting 
backstory, an original cartoon or a review 
of a local restaurant. You could also write 
about why your neighbor is a person we 
all should know about. Or, if you are 
foreign-born, you might want to tell 
readers about a custom that was prac-
ticed in your country of origin, which 
continues to hold special meaning for you. 

If you feel you need some help in 
crafting such an article, email our staff at 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org and we 
will respond. 

The Dialogue staff reserves the right to 
edit any submission or choose not to 
publish it. 
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Potluck draws crowd 

Approximately 55-60 Malibu East 
residents came to the Windjammer Room 
in the afternoon of Sunday, Nov. 20 for 
the second annual Friendsgiving potluck, 
organized by the Community Events and 
Recreation Committee. Helping to create a 
welcoming ambience were music and a 
Paris street scene showing on the big-
screen television. 

With the committee supplying turkey 
and ham, participating residents were 
asked to bring a side dish, dessert or 
drink to share. And quite an array of 
dishes were laid out on the long buffet 
table, including several renditions of 
dressing/stuffing, casseroles, vegetables, 
cornbread, cranberry relishes, deviled 
eggs, pies, cakes, cookies, doughnuts, 
alongside huge containers of mashed 
potatoes and gravy. A wide selection of 

wines was available, too. 
The Dialogue invites participants to 

submit the recipes for the dishes they 
brought to the potluck, for publication in 
a future issue, particularly if the dishes 
have a family significance or other 
interesting story behind them. You can 
email the recipe – and its story, if there is 
one – to Dialogue@MalibuEast.org or 
leave it at the front desk to the attention 
of the Dialogue editor. 

(Photos by Rosemary Lambin) 
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

Doorman’s Station..................... 773-271-1769 
Garage Office ............................... 773-271-5193 
Management Office ................... 773-271-1732 
Management Office Fax ........... 773-271-1743 
Receiving Room ......................... 773-271-2608 

MALIBU EAST PLAZA 

Dr. Ahmad Bastani .................... 773-506-9600 
Bezz Training .............................. 312-626-7000 
CG Therapies ............................... 773-359-3505 
Edgewater Chiropractic .......... 708-320-8801 
Edgewater Smile ........................ 773-275-0110 
Malibu Market  ........................... 773-347-9797 
H. M. Wagner Realty ................. 773-334-0200 

GOVERNMENT SERVICES/UTILITIES 

Alderman Harry Osterman .... 773-784-5277 
Berger Park Cultural Ctr ......... 773-761-0376 
Broadway Armory ..................... 312-742-7502 
Chicago Park District ................ 312-742-7502 
Chicago Transit Authority ...... 888-968-7282 
City Hall Inquiry & Info ........... 312-744-5000 
Comcast/Xfinity ............................ 800-XFINITY  
ComEd ........................................... 800-EDISON-1 
Consumer Protection ............... 312-744-6060 
Cook County Assessor.............. 312-443-7550 
Cook County Treasurer ........... 312-443-5100 
Edgewater Branch Library ..... 312-742-1945 
Edgewater Senior Center ........ 312-742-5323 
Family Pride Laundries ........... 630-620-4700 
48th Ward Streets & San......... 312-744-2130 
HiPoint Technology Svcs ........ 312-238-9506 
Police (24th Dist.) ...................... 312-744-5907 
Police/Fire Emergency Only ....................... 911 
Police/Fire Non-emergency ........................ 311 
RTA Travel Information .......... 312-836-7000 
Senior Services (City)............... 312-744-4016 
State Rep. Kelly Cassidy .......... 773-784-2002 
State Sen. Heather Steans ....... 773-769-1717 
U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky........ 773-506-7100 

How Malibu East 
voted in midterms 

When election time arrives, Malibu 
East continues to have the privilege of 
being its own self-contained precinct, the 
22nd, with voting booths in its lobby. The 
convenience of it, along with the prolifer-
ation of voting by mail and early voting, 
leaves few excuses for residents not 
voting. 

In the recent midterm general election 
on Nov. 8, 70.71% of the 594 registered 
voters in our precinct voted. That 
compared to a 63.24% turnout for the 
48th Ward and a 46.39% turnout for the 
city of Chicago and its 1.54 million 
registered voters. By comparison, our 
precinct had an 87.64% turnout in the 
2020 general election with presidential 
ramifications. 

In the U.S. Senate race, incumbent 
Democrat Tammy Duckworth received 
85.47% of the vote, Republican Kathy 
Salvi 14.04%. 

For governor and lieutenant governor, 
the Democrat team of JB Pritzker and 
Juliana Stratton got 85.34%, the Republi-
can duo of Darren Bailey and Stephanie 
Trussell 14.18%. 

For 9th District representative in 
Congress, Democrat Jan Schakowski 
received 86.89%, Republican Maxwell 
“Max” Rice 13.11%. 

The vote percentages in other 
statewide races from our precinct were 
similar to those above. (We omitted the 
results for third-party candidates.) 

The proposed amendment to the 
Illinois Constitution guaranteeing 
workers the right to collectively bargain 
received 77.81% yes votes, 22.19% no 
votes. Statewide, the voting was less one-
sided, but it did gain enough votes to be 
adopted. 

Source: chicagoelections.gov 

Resident’s book to be 
discussed 

The Malibu East book club will discuss 
a nonfiction book by Malibu East resident 
Helen Reichert Lambin at its next 
meeting, on Sunday, Jan. 15 at 1 p.m. in 
the Windjammer Room. The author will 
be present for the discussion. All resi-
dents are welcome to attend. 

An A-Z Guide to Letting Go “is, in a 
sense, about decluttering our lives: what 
to do with some things that have been 
important to us but are no longer. This 
book is more about time and space – no 
offense intended to Einstein. We all have 
only 24 allotted hours a day and so many 
rooms in our home. Some things have to 
be there, by necessity; others are there by 
choice; and a few are just taking up space 
and/or time without our truly informed 
consent.” 

During 2020 the Dialogue reprinted 
several chapters of An A-Z Guide to Letting 
Go, a 124-page paperback. 

Lambin is the author of a number of 
books about topics such as how to deal 
with loss and grief. She recently was 
awarded second place in the grief and 
bereavement category of the Catholic 
Media Association’s 2022 book awards 
for her newest tome, An Empty Space in 
Your Heart: Reflections on the Death of a 
Sibling or Best Friend. 

Copies of An A-Z Guide to Letting Go are 
available only on the publisher’s website, 
www.actapublications.com, at 
$14.95 each. 

 
Hanukkah Lighting 

 
Please join your friends and 

neighbors to light the 
First Hanukkah Candle 

Sunday Dec. 18 at 3:00 p.m. 
Community Room 4th Floor 

(Paid advertisement) 

Recipes wanted 
The Dialogue is looking for recipes. Not 

just any recipe, but one that has a story or 
a family history. 

The idea is that a resident would write 
a short article about a recipe, and why it 
is significant to them and/or their family, 
followed by the recipe itself. The recipe 

can be any type of food and from any 
nationality. 

You can email your article and recipe 
to Dialogue@MalibuEast.org; use 
“Recipe” as the subject line. If you need 
help writing the article, leave a note with 
the Management Office or the doorman to 
the attention of the Dialogue editor. 
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avoid baked-on rings on the stove top. 
• To finish off your clean surface, use 

vinegar or Windex foam cleaner. 
Q: I would like to donate to an 

organization in our neighborhood. Do 
you have any suggestions? 

Linda: Please Google any particular 
organization that you feel could use your 
help to determine whether it satisfies your 
criteria. 

Here are three worthy organizations 
basically in our ’hood: 

Sarah’s Circle, 4838 N. Sheridan Road, is 
working to end homelessness for women in 
Chicago. Phone 773-728-1014. 

Red Door, 2410 W. Lunt Ave., is an 
animal shelter providing pet adoption. 
Contact 773-764-2242. 

Care for Real, 5339 N. Sheridan Road, 
provides for the local community with a 
food pantry, clothes, pet food, etc. Phone 
773-769-6182. 

If you have a question for Linda, please 
email Questions@MalibuEast.org. 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

 

 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Lease pending on 36H 
Unit for sale: 28J 
Units for rent: 28J, 45C 
Happy holidays! 

Q & A with LindaLindaLinda 

Cleaning a glass-top 
stove 
By Linda Eng 

Q: How do I clean my 
glass-top stove? 

Linda: I am relatively new 
to electric stoves, and I have found that I 
overheat/burn food on a regular basis. That 
is problem No. 1. So, if you do that … stop it. 
Once you have burned-on food on your 
glass-top stove, there are a number of 
things you can do. Immediately after the 
stove cools, do a cleanup. If that didn’t 
happen, then here are a number of options: 
• Wash with your normal window 

cleaner. 
• If it’s still not clean, try Magic Eraser. 
• If it’s still not resolved, spray vinegar all 

over the stove top and sprinkle with 
baking soda. Place a wet towel over the 
stove top and leave it for 15 minutes. 

• If the vinegar doesn’t solve it, take out 
your safety razor out and carefully clean 
off the last of the burned-on food. Be 
certain that you do not use the corner of 
the razor blade because it will scratch 
the surface of the stove top. Speaking of 
scratches – be very careful when using 
cast-iron cookware. Do not slide it on 
the glass and make certain that the 
bottom of your pan is clean, so as to 

These don’t belong in 
our recycling 

Here is a partial list of items that 
cannot be recycled through our waste 
hauler, although some may be recyclable 
at other locations: 
• Plastic bags 
• Plastic film/wrap of any kind 
• Bubble wrap 
• Hard plastic tubs marked #6 
• Pizza boxes with food residue or 

grease 
• Used paper towels and napkins 
• Any unrinsed container 
• Clothes hangers 
• Ribbons 
• Any clothing 
• Liquids 
• Poly-lined beverage cups 
• Plastic utensils 
Batteries and electronics go in bins on 

lower level. 

Share your customs 
The Dialogue likes to explore the 

diversity of people living at Malibu East. 
To that end, we’d like to hear about 
customs that you may have brought here 
from a different country. 

You can either write an article about 
your customs, or contact the Dialogue and 

we may assign a reporter to speak with 
you about the customs and then write the 
article. 

You can leave a note with the doorman 
or the Management Office, to the atten-
tion of the Dialogue editor, providing your 
name, unit number, telephone number 
and/or email address. 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2022 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 

6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 

Arthur Arfa, Board President 
Violette Deschamps, Property Manager 

Larry Rosen, Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 

 Committee 

Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 

Neil Warner, Editor 
Tracy Poyser, Photo Editor 
Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor 

Hussein Alnajar  
Bob Butler 
Sandy Chaet 
Ron Cohn 
Linda Eng 

Dianne Fishering 
Lynne Forella 

Jo Gayle 
Helen Lambin 

Rosemary Lambin 
Pat Montemurro  
Tracy Poyser 
Beth Robinson 
Savita Sawhney  
Nancy Stoesser 

Sudler invoice 
clarifications 

The cable TV/internet fee has in-
creased from $56 to $57.50 per month. 
The increase took effect on Nov. 1, but 
Sudler’s invoices didn’t reflect the 
increase until December. As a result, each 
owner’s December invoice will include a 
retroactive charge of $1.50 for the 
November undercharge, in addition to the 
regular $57.50 fee for December. 

The fee is determined by Comcast, in 
accordance with its contract with Malibu 
East, and is passed through by the 
Association to owners. 

Also on the December invoices are the 
prorated fees billed by the Association’s 
legal firm, Worsek & Vihon, for the 
reductions in the assessed value of 
individual units that it achieved via its 
appeals. The fees range from $18 to $40 
per unit. 

     Happy New Year – say it your way 
Beginning on New Year’s Eve and for much of the following month, best wishes for 

the new year will be exchanged between Malibu East residents, their neighbors and the 
staff. In the lobby, the garage, the mail room and the elevators, you will hear the 

greetings conveyed – virtually all in 
English. Yet for many in our diverse 
community, another language would have 
been their more natural choice. 
 The Dialogue can only guess how many 
tongues are spoken behind our nearly 500 
doors, but here is a guide to a global 
potpourri. We hope it helps you surprise 
the people down the hall with a holiday 
shout-out in their native idiom. The 
translations were provided by some in-
house sampling and mostly by online 
research. There were differences of 
opinion here and there, so for some on the 
list, we had to take our best guess. 
 Here’s one we’re absolutely sure of, 
though: Happy New Year to you from the 
Dialogue staff! 

Albanian Gezuar vitin e ri 

Arabic Kul 'am wa antum bikhair 

Armenian Shnorhavor no tori 

Chinese 
(Cantonese) 

Sun nien fai lok 

Chinese 
(Mandarin) 

Xin nian yu kuai 

Czech Stastny novy rok 

Danish Godt nytr 

Dutch Gelukkig nieuwjaar 

Finnish Onnellista uutta vuotta 

French Bonne anne 

German Ein gluckliches neues Jahr 

Greek Eftychismena to neo etos 

Hawaiian Hauoli makahiki hou 

Hebrew Shana tova 

Hungarian Boldog uj evet 

Indian 
(Hindi) 

Naya saal mubaarak ho 

Indonesian 
(Bahasa) 

Selamat tahun baru 

Italian 
Felice anno nuovo or Buon 
anno 

Japanese 
Akemashite omedetou 
gozaimasu 

Korean Sehe bokmanee bateuseyo 

Laotian 
(Hmong) 

Nyob zoo xyoo tshiab 

Lebanese Mabrook hal sina jdeeda 

Nigerian 
(Hausa) 

Barka da sabuwar shekara 

Norwegian Godt nytt r 

Philippines 
(Tagalog) 

Manigong bagong taon 

Polish Szczesliwego nowego roku 

Portuguese Bom ano novo 

Romanian La multi ani 

Serbian Nova odina 

Syrian 
(Arabic) 

Kul 'am wa antum bikhair 

Spanish Feliz ano nuevo 

Swahili Heri za mwaka mpya 

Swedish Gott nytt r 

Thai Sawatdee pi mai 

Vietnamese Chuc mung nam moi 

2022-23 Board of Directors 
Arthur Arfa, President 
Joan Scholl, Treasurer 
Carl Chadek, Secretary 
Brian Anderson, Director 
Sean Blair, Director 
Vicki Blair, Director 

Sam Bullock, Director 
Sandy Chaet, Director 
Robert Gustafson, Director 
Andrew Pigozzi, Director 
Kim Shelton, Director 
Carl Stahlheber, Director 


