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By Tracy Poyser 

As we begin another 
challenging year, with many 
uncertainties facing all of us 
in these crazy times, it’s 
heartwarming to know that 
one thing hasn’t changed: the loyalty of 
our Malibu East staff and management. 
Their untiring work and day-to-day 
dedication are what makes life in our 
building so enjoyable, and having 
(almost) all of them gathered in the 
Windjammer Room for the annual 
employee holiday luncheon on Dec. 16 
was heartwarming. 

Our staff members were seated at a 
festively decked-out luncheon table that 
took up almost half of the length of the 
Windjammer Room, with ample space in 
back for the delicious buffet of Italian 
specialties, fried chicken and plenty of 
fresh salads catered by Villa Palermo, 
2154 W. Devon Ave. Of course, no holiday 
celebration should be without sweets – 
and the buffet included goodies such as 
cannoli, homemade chocolate cake and a 
variety of cookies. 

The event was planned and executed 
by our Community Events and Recreation 
Committee, with committee members 
Vanna Edwards, Marcia Fishman and 
Linda Touchstone assisting committee 
chair and master of ceremonies Sam 
Bullock with setup and service, and 
Richard Westphal taking care of beverage 
service behind the bar. MECA’s Board of 
Directors was represented by president 
Art Arfa and directors Sandy Chaet and 
Carl Stahlheber, plus Dialogue editor Neil 
Warner. 

There was an easy camaraderie and 
lots of laughter around the table, especial-
ly since our staff members work different 
shifts in different areas – from the garage 
to security to our mailman Carmelo – and 
often don’t see each other in the course of 
the workday or night. 

Once most people had eaten, property 
manager Violette Deschamps got 
everyone’s attention by climbing on a 
chair to begin the “official” part of the 
luncheon: distributing the annual holiday 
fund bonus checks, an expression of 
gratitude by our residents for all the great 
service our staff provides throughout the 
year. It’s heartwarming to hear that this 
year’s total exceeded the 2021 contribu-
tions, as reported by treasurer Joan Scholl 
on page 10 of this issue. Violette compli-
mented the entire staff on their outstand-
ing performance this year, especially with 
so much extra work and effort needed to 
deal with ongoing construction projects 
and the still-present COVID-19 pandemic 
precautions. 

Handing the microphone over to Arfa, 
Violette Deschamps stayed front and 
center to receive the first of this year’s 
loyalty service awards, including a gift 
card and a certificate of appreciation from 
the Board. She’s the first Malibu East 
property manager ever to be honored for 
10 years on the job, with the last three 
especially challenging in light of the 
pandemic. Art hopes that she’ll stay on for 
at least another 10 years, and we refer 
our readers to the Dialogue’s December 
cover story, “A day in the life of our 
property manager,” for details on 
Violette’s background, tenure and 
personal story. 

The second honoree, night doorman 
LaTerry Dorsey, whose shift runs from 
11 p.m. to 7 a.m., can look back on his 15 
years at Malibu East. Anyone coming 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Book club 
Sunday, Jan. 15 
1:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 24 
7:00 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. 

Staff appreciation luncheon: A timeless tradition 
home late at night or leaving early in the 
morning can attest to his gracious and 

imperturbable presence. He needs his 
sleep during the day and thus had to miss 
the luncheon, so please congratulate him 
the next time you see him or leave a note 
for him at the front desk. 

Then there’s a man whose 30-year 
service has provided us with security and 
peace of mind. He has to remain 
“undercover,” but if you’ve lived here long 
enough, you can give him a knowing smile 
and a wink. He blends in unobtrusively 
and wants to ensure we live in a peaceful 
environment, from the residential 
corridors to the common areas. He’s also 
the first person to be called in case of an 
emergency. And, dedicated as he is, on 
days during the pandemic lockdown 
when he couldn’t come in, he watched the 
live building security video coverage from 
home. 

Finally, 2022’s most impressive 
longevity honor of 40 years went to 
assistant building engineer Mike 
Rostescu, chief building engineer Lou 
Colletti’s right hand and the best-ever 
problem solver, in Violette’s view. Please 
refer to the Dialogue’s July cover story, “A 
day in the life of our assistant engineer,” 
for a great glimpse on what his important 

job entails – it’s online on Rise (under 
Community>Newsfeed) or on our website 
MalibuEast.org/Dialogue if you 
didn’t keep your copy. Like his fellow 
honorees of the day, he accepted his 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the Management Office. 

By Neil Warner 

Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022 
Attendance: Nine Board members, two 
management representatives, 10 residents 
Not present: Brian Anderson, Vicki Blair, 
Kim Shelton 
Presiding: President Arthur Arfa 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
None 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of Oct. 31) 

Operating and reserve cash 
 $1,400,532 
Line of credit ($2 million) 
  $335,240 has been drawn 
Investment in units 
 approx. $1,215,000 (six units) 
Association-owned units 
 Two rented; two listed for sale; 
 two under contract (and sold in 
 mid-December) 
Excess of operating revenue over 
expenses 
 approx. $620,000 

2) Garage 
Capacity: 506  
Spaces rented: 449 
Types of rentals 
 50% valet, 41% single self, 9% 
 tandem 

3) Delinquencies 
Current owners: $212,874 (as of Nov. 16) 
Former owners: $260,820 (as of Oct. 18) 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Admissions – Andrew Pigozzi 

A recap of admissions interviews is 
available to directors. 

2) Building Aesthetics & Services – Carl 
Chadek 
Two armchairs for lobby will be deliv-
ered soon. Red chairs in Billiard Room 
have been moved to Plaza, to be replaced 
by blue chairs from lobby. 

3) Community Events & Recreation – Sam 
Bullock 
Committee will take a break from events 
in January following New Year’s Eve 
party. 

4) Ad Hoc Community Forum – Sam 
Bullock 
A community forum is being planned for 
first quarter of 2023, but committee is 
seeking topics. 

5) Ad Hoc Garage Planning Study – Sam 
Bullock 
Meeting with garage consultant is 
planned for January. 

6) Ad Hoc Declaration Review – Carl 

Chadek 
Committee is considering a smoking ban 
and a rental cap, with proposals to be 
forwarded to all directors. 

7) Ad Hoc Website Redesign – Sean Blair 
Webmaster has agreed to transfer 
ownership of web domain to the 
Association at no cost. Committee chair 
will investigate what is needed to update 
the website before proposing a budget. 

 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items not listed on agenda 
1) Smoke tower louvers 

Management will draft an RFP for 
replacing the louvers. 

2) Sliding glass doors 
A second window installation company 
has been screened by management and 
has asked to make a presentation to 
owners regarding the replacement of 
their sliding glass doors. Also, Auburn 
Corp. has asked to make another 
presentation to owners for a second 
round of balcony door replacements. 

3) Rentable lockers in Plaza 
Management is looking to find less 
expensive lockers for installation 
because the cost of steel products has 
risen so much. 

4) Bicycle Room ceiling 
The ceiling repairs have been completed. 
An epoxy coating is being added to the 
floor. Soon, bicycles will be allowed back 
in the room, vacating the temporary 
storage area in the garage. Unclaimed 
bikes are being kept in the Plaza until 
they are given away. 

5) South parapet wall 
The arrival of cold weather prevented 
the pouring of new concrete, which now 
will be done in the spring. 

6) Pool repairs 
Management will send RFP to several 
companies for concrete and mechanical 
work, which may have to be done by 
different companies. 

7) Building signage 
Management believes that common-area 
signage should be replaced. Cost 
estimates are being prepared. 

8) Air handler units 
After frequent breakdowns, management 
has concluded that the current air 
handlers aren’t adequate for Chicago 
weather. With each breakdown, cold air 
is blown into residential hallways. 
Management will prepare an RFP to 
replace both units with more appropriate 

equipment. 
9) Dog runs 

Repairs to the dog run gates have been 
delayed as a result of a backlog of work at 
the repair shop. An engineer has written 
an assessment of the dog runs, fences and 
atrium pavers, which management will 
review. 

Items requiring Board action 
1) 16B renovation 

If the pending sale of 16B doesn’t take 
place by year-end, the Board authorized a 
renovation of the unit in preparation for 
eventual sale. 

2) 22.1 disclosure statement 
Approved. 

 
The open session ended at 7:45 p.m. and the 
Board went into closed session. It did not 
resume the open session afterward. 

Ten candidates 
compete for alderman 
By Sandy Chaet 

Alderman Harry Osterman is retiring 
from his longtime elected position as 48th 
Ward alderman. Ten candidates have filed 
with the Chicago Board of Elections to run 
for Osterman’s office. 

With so many candidates running, the 
goal of each is to get 50% plus one vote in 
the primary election on Tuesday, Feb. 28. If 
that doesn’t happen, the two candidates 
who receive the most votes will run against 
each other in a runoff election on April 4. 

Below is a list of the 10 candidates with 
their websites. On each website, you will be 
able to learn about the candidate, dates of 
meet-and-greet events, how to contact 
them and other information. These 
websites are frequently updated. 

As of now there are two candidate 
forums planned in our community. Both 
will feature a meet-and-greet, followed by a 
panel discussion and a question-and-
answer segment. 

The first forum will be Saturday, Jan. 14 
from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Broadway Armory, 
5917 N. Broadway. This event is sponsored 
by the Edgewater Chamber of Commerce, 
the Andersonville Chamber and the 
Uptown Chamber. For more information or 
to be added to their email list, visit 
www.edgewater.org. 

The second forum will be Thursday, Jan. 

(Continued on page 12) 



January 2023   Page 3 

FURNACE: It came to my attention that 
two HVAC contractors have installed new 
furnaces in units that are exceeding the 
capacity of the existing electrical wire and 
breaker to which they are connected. The 
original wire and breaker serving the 
furnace and condenser that were installed 
in a unit are designed to respond to a 
demand of 50 amps. These new furnaces 
draw 60 amps. These furnaces are more 
powerful but may create serious issues 
with the electrical wire and/or breaker. 
Some signs to look for are the repeated 
tripping of the breaker because it is 
overloaded, or a malfunction of the 
equipment. Regardless of the installation 
date, you may contact the installer to get 
information about the amperage your 
equipment draws and discuss remedies, if 
need be, or have the new furnace checked 
by a reputable and licensed HVAC contrac-
tor or electrician, particularly if the breaker 
keeps tripping. 

ELECTRICAL PANEL AND WIRING: 
The original electrical wires installed in 
units at Malibu East, running between the 
breaker box and the electrical outlet 
receptacles, lighting switches and fixtures, 
and water heaters are made of aluminum. 
This material is a good conductor but less 
flexible than copper – in other words, more 
brittle than copper – and with time, tends 
to loosen at the connections either in the 
walls or at the electrical panel. It would be 
a good practice for owners to have a 
thermography performed with an infrared 
camera to test the electrical panel and 
other electrical devices in their units. 
Management has an annual infrared 
thermography performed on all the 
electrical equipment located in the 
common areas. An electrician shortly 
follows with corrective measures as a 
remedy to the hot spots revealed during 
the thermography. Corrective measures 
may involve tightening connections and/or 
replacing breakers or other electrical parts.  

BICYCLE ROOM: The concrete work in 
the Bicycle Room has been successfully 
completed. However, bad luck with the 
weather prevented the application of the 
epoxy on the floor; the weather turned too 
cold too quickly and the flooring contractor 
was unable to perform the work as 
anticipated because of the concrete being 
too cold. The flooring work will be 
performed as soon as the weather permits. 

SLIDING DOOR Q & A: Auburn 
Corporation is planning to make a second 
presentation to owners on Thursday, Jan. 
19, at 7 p.m. Auburn’s information will be 
email-blasted to owners in the first week of 
January. The goal of its presentation is to 
gather a second pool of owners wishing to 
replace their sliding glass doors. 
1. I suddenly have a big cold-air draft 

coming from my bedroom sliding door 
that I never experienced before. Why is 
it happening now? The components, 
hidden and visible, of the existing 
sliding door have aged. Over the years, 
slowly but irreversibly, the components 
of your sliding door are becoming 
brittle, worn out, thinner, broken, 
missing, shortened and the like. Added 
to the aging parts is the climate change 
that brings higher wind velocities 
combined with colder temperatures. 
Those factors contribute to an irre-
versible “fatigue” on the components of 
your sliding door that have become 
weaker as they age. 

2. How would the wind pressure on my 
sliding doors cause water infiltration 
that I started to notice at the junction of 
the knee wall and floor? The aluminum 
frame and glass panes are the compo-
nents protecting you against cold air 
and water infiltration. The aluminum 
frame of the original sliding doors and 
its thermal glass are much thinner 
and smaller in size than the new 
products designed nowadays for high-
rises. Sliding doors have been substan-
tially improved since the 1970s. Cold 
air and water infiltration will increase 
with time as the components are aging 
and exacerbated by climate change. 

3. Does air infiltration mean that my 
sliding doors are likely to cause leaks? 
Yes, it is likely to happen considering 
that water follows the same paths as 
cold air. 

4. Why would I spend this kind of money 
to replace my sliding doors? First, the 
new sliding doors increase your 
comfort exponentially during the cold 
and hot seasons. Secondly, they will 
contribute to decreasing your electric 
bill year-round. Lastly, the replacement 
cost is likely to be less expensive than 
the cost of the damage to the concrete 
and electrical conduits that a leaking 
sliding door is likely to require. 

5. What happens if a new sliding door has 
been installed in violation of the Sliding 
Door Replacement Guideline adopted 
by the Board? Sliding doors installed in 
violation of the Malibu East Rules and 
the city ordinance will have to be 
replaced by, and at the cost of, the unit 
owner. Further, the sliding door 
installed in violation of the Rules will 
be the subject of a specific disclosure to 
potential buyers of the unit. As you may 
be aware, the Association is required by 
law to issue a disclosure about the 
Association’s financials and other 
matters at the time of a unit sale. 
Violations of the Rules and construction 
defects in a unit known by management 
must be disclosed in the disclosure 
form called “22.1,” under provision #7, 
which refers to “improvements or 
alterations made to a unit or the 
limited common elements assigned 
thereto.” Such disclosure will apply if a 
sliding door is known to leak in a unit 
or installed in violation of the Rules of 
the Association. 

6. What are the risks of a neighboring 
owner filing a claim against another 
owner for water damage to their 
flooring, wall finishes, artwork, etc., as a 
result of leaking sliding doors? As the 
sliding doors are aging, slowly but 
surely, the risk of a claim is likely to 
increase alongside the observed 
increase of water leaks from the sliding 
doors. 

7. Will the Board approve a second 
vendor to make a presentation to 
owners? Some steps have been taken in 
that direction. However, nothing has 
been concluded yet because of a 
combination of factors: one vendor is 
reluctant to make a bid unless the 
Board requires the replacement of all 
original sliding doors, which it hasn’t 
done; a vendor’s limited capacity to 
undertake the replacement of a large 
number of sliding doors; delayed 
installation due to an overloaded 
calendar; or a lack of price competitive-
ness with Auburn Corporation by a 
second vendor. 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

2022-23 Board of Directors 
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Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
Indoor park, six gym floors, trapeze  
classes, senior activities, athletic 
equipment, meeting room, computer 
center, dancing floor, shuffleboard, 
weights, arts and crafts, aerobics, 
ping pong, after-school activities 
and more. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO NORTHSIDE AARP 
COMMUNITY GROUP 
Seniors group meets via Zoom at 12:30 p.m. 
the first Tuesday of each month (Jan. 3, 
Feb. 7). 
bit.ly/mecax1 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 17, 7 p.m. 
(third Tuesday of the month) 
Engine 70 fire house 
6060 N. Clark (use north entrance) 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: noon-8 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sun. 1-5 p.m. 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Current exhibits: “Indigenous Edgewater: 
Exploring Native History,” “As Time Goes By 
in Edgewater: 1885 to the Present” and 
“The Best of Broadway and Lost Broadway” 
Regular museum hours: 
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR CENTER 
Organized activities and lunches for seniors, 
Monday through Friday, throughout the 
year.  
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
Biweekly newsletter listing programs, both 
online and in-person, activities, meetups 
and volunteer opportunities to engage and 
support older adults. 
www.EVChicago.org 

EMANUEL CONGREGATION STITCHING 
LADIES 
Women of all ages and religions volunteer 
their time and knitting and crocheting skills 
to craft handmade gifts for those in need or 
ill. The Stitching Ladies meet Tuesdays at 
Emanuel Congregation, 5959 N. Sheridan, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., except for the 
first Tuesday of each month when meetings 
are held over Zoom. All are welcome to join 
when able. Also, donations of fabric and 

yarn are always appreciated. For more 
information, contact Sandy Pakin, the 
Stitching Ladies coordinator, at 
rsvp5959@gmail.com. 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Online programs for persons 60 and over.  
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
whitecranewellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

(Note: Many theaters require some level of 
COVID safety precaution, such as the 
wearing of a face mask inside the theater. 
Please check with the theater before-
hand.)  

CITY LIT THEATER 
The Birthday Party, by Harold Pinter 
A comedy of menace. Stanley may or may 
not play the piano, and today may or may 
not be his birthday, and he may or may not 
be hiding from someone in Meg's boarding 
house where he’s lived for a year. But he’s 
definitely made nervous by news that two 
new boarders are about to arrive, and she’s 
definitely throwing him a party.  
Jan. 13 thru Feb. 26 
1020 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-293-3682 
citylit.org 

COLVIN HOUSE 
Tuesday concerts are held in Colvin House’s 
stunning parlor, with a rotating group of 
musicians. 
773-654-2999 
colvinhouseevents.com/ 
the-courtyard-series/ 

EDGE THEATER 
Tick, Tick … BOOM!, by Jonathan Larson 
The year is 1990, the AIDS crisis is 
escalating, and struggling composer 
Jonathan is growing increasingly desperate 
to leave his dead-end job and write the next 
great American musical. Jonathan’s 
girlfriend Susan and his best friend Michael 
announce major life changes, and Jonathan 
begins to wonder if the ticking clock is 
running out on his Broadway dreams. 
Produced by BoHo Theatre. 
Jan. 12 thru Feb. 5 
Edge Theater 
5451 N. Broadway  
edgetheater.com 
Valhalla, adapted by Bryan Haney and 
Kate Nawrocki 
A new musical adapted from the concept 
album Valhalla: The Progeny of Loki by 
Cirkut Mob, Valhalla tells the original tale of 
two brothers and a trickster-god deter-
mined to claim their realm for himself. 
Inspired by Norse mythology, ’70s-era rock 
and roll and cinema orchestration, Valhalla 
will take you on a rollicking adventure over 
the high seas, across the realms and to the 
underworld and back. Produced by The 
Plagiarists. Tickets are pay-what-you-can. 
Jan. 13 thru Feb. 5 
The Edge Off Broadway 
1133 W. Catalpa 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
January organ concert: Sol Rizzato 
This is a ticketless event. 
Sunday, Jan. 15, 3 p.m. 
Madonna della Strada Chapel 

6501 N. Kenmore 
773-508-8400 
luc.universitytickets.com 

REDTWIST THEATRE 
The Great Khan, by Michael Gene 
Sullivan 
A revolutionary, multicultural play about 
the effects of systemic racism on two Black 
American teens, this is a world premiere. 
When high schooler Jayden looks for 
answers from his most recent homework 
assignment, the lives of his friends and him 
are upended by the arrival of the Great 
Khan himself.  
Jan. 19 thru Feb. 26 
1044 W. Bryn Mawr 
redtwisttheatre.org 

Masquerading into the 
new year 

A big crowd filled the Windjammer Room 
for the annual New Year’s Eve party, this 
one a masquerade affair. With a dance floor 
set up at the south end of the room, DJ GC 
spun tunes for a steady stream of dancers 
all evening. 

Appetizers of meatballs, mini quiches, 
pinwheel sandwiches, veggies with onion 
dip and more, along with pound cake and 
cookies, kept the attendees nourished, and 
the bar kept everyone hydrated. Richard 
Westphal provided the cocktail of the night, 
a raspberry tequila sangria, which he also 
served in his role as bartender for the event. 

The masks being worn by some brought 
an air of mystery to the evening. Carl 
Chadek said he finally had an opportunity to 
wear the mask that he had bought in Venice 
some time ago. 

Eileen Smith wore an eye-catching silver 
dress, and Ella Voloshenenko wore a cape 
that was illuminated from head to toe. Sam 
Bullock, chair of the host committee, and 
Chadek both wore glittery sport coats that 
were fitting for the occasion. 

Many noteworthy outfits were on 
display, which you can see among the 
photos on the facing page. 

Partygoers, including a guest from Peru, 
counted down to the stroke of midnight and 
then toasted the new year with glasses of 
champagne. 

The party was the culmination of a 
remarkable year of mostly well-attended 
and inventive social events organized by the 
Community Events and Recreation 
Committee. 

Board meeting dates 
January 24 
February 28 
March 28 
April 25 
May 23 
June 27 
July (none) 

August 22 
September 12 
(annual meeting) 

September 26 
October 24 
November 28 
December 19 
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   New Year’s Eve party (photos by Tracy Poyser and Romel Rodriguez) 
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MECA holiday party (photos by Tracy Poyser and Rosemary Lambin) 
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Grand holiday party 
had all the ingredients 
By Ron Cohn 

Good food and plenty of it. 
An open bar pouring a hit 
signature cocktail. A festive, 
colorfully dressed crowd. 
Seasonal-themed music filling in the 
background. Just the way chairman Sam 
Bullock and his full 10-person committee 
drew it up – and it all fell into place on 
Wednesday evening, Dec. 14. 

Was there ever a better-attended 
Malibu East event? None of the longtime 
residents we asked could think of one. 
Every seat in the Windjammer Room and 
the overflow Community Room was taken, 
the three buffet tables and the bar were 
thronged and a holiday mood prevailed. 

The partygoers’ attire ranged from 
come-as-you-are casual to extravagantly 
costumed. There was no “ugly sweater” 
competition, but the few would-be entries 
on view were put to shame by the elegant 
fur-collared number worn by Debbie 
Warner, Susan Reichel’s electrically 
enhanced knitwear and the season-
celebrating pullovers modeled by 
Dialogue staffers Helen Lambin and Pat 
Montemurro. Sally King wore a string of 
illuminated Christmas tree lights as a 
necklace, and Edie Tillis had shoes with 
flashing lights as the finishing touch on 
her classy ensemble. If a prize were 
awarded, it could have gone to Eileen 
Smith, who went the full Santa route, from 
head to shiny red-booted toes – every-
thing but a long white beard and a belly of 
any sort. 

Bartender Richard Westphal, who also 
sported a notable holiday sweater, said 
the evening’s specialty cocktail – Cranber-
ry Bourbon Winter Cheer, a concoction 
created by committee member Romel 
Rodriguez – was an instant success with 
the partyers. Among those clustered 
within refill reach of the bar were Andrew 
and Andris Antons, festively attired in 
matching blazers, drinking with Marissa 
Michaels from the reindeer-antlered 
goblets made iconic by National Lam-
poon’s Christmas Vacation. In a lively 
conversation the Chevy Chase classic was 

the group’s choice for all-time best holiday 
movie, followed by Home Alone. 

One other blazer deserves a mention. 
Host Sam Bullock, whose party wear 
never disappoints, showed up in a sport 
coat boldly printed in an overall design of 
ornamental strings of lights. 

The abundant buffet was the main 
attraction of the evening, and the Malibu 
East neighbors brought their appetites. 
The menu included dishes to satisfy the 
tastes and dietary preferences of every-
one. Mostly catered from Villa Palermo, it 
started with shrimp cocktail and garden 
salad and featured Italian beef sandwiches 
with all the accoutrements, fried chicken, 
eggplant parmesan and penne pasta with 
meatless marinara and meat sauces, 
stuffed shells with spinach and ricotta, 
and an assortment of grilled vegetables. 
Dessert was mini cannoli and assorted 
pastries and sweets. 

A special shout-out is due Zohreh 
Ghavamshahidi, who made the delicious 
hummus and baba ghanoush, which were 
served with pita chips. 

The chairman wanted every member of 
his committee to get recognition for their 
individual and collective efforts to make 
this year’s holiday party a standout 
success. They are Claudia Laupmanis, 
Claudine Martinell, Romel Rodriguez, 
Marcia Fishman, Linda Touchstone, Vanna 
Edwards, Kenn Bares, Brian Anderson, 
Kim Shelton and Joe Mallia. 

Q & A with LindaLindaLinda 

Small acts of 
kindness 
By Linda Eng 

I have a question from a 
friend. She does not have a 
car and has managed 
throughout the COVID 
epidemic but is now trying to getting out 
more often. 

Q: I have been taking Lyft cars since 
I am not yet comfortable on public 
transit. Lately my rides have been 
canceling and the cost is crazy. If I 
cannot depend on them, what should I 
do? Can I still get a cab from Malibu 
East? 

Linda: After speaking with our front 
desk staff, I was assured that cabs do 
respond to our call light. The doorman 
will also call for you. So, don’t forget this 
option. 

I have a thank-you. I have made 
personal observations throughout 2022 
of individuals being the very best 
neighbors. For example: 
• holding an elevator for a neighbor 

running down the hallway; 
• holding the door to the garage waiting 

area when someone comes through 
carrying lots of groceries; 

• shifting in the Laundry Room aisle so 
your neighbor can pass through; 

• holding your dog away from the 
elevator doors; 

• calling on neighbors for a wellness 
check, or to read them a book, watch 
TV with them or make them dinner; 

• holding overexuberant dogs close to 
you; 

• smiling a greeting, wishing your 
neighbor a good day. 

These are probably little things done 
without thought, but that makes them 
even more special. 

If you have a questions that I can 
answer, please email me at 
Questions@MalibuEast.org. 

Community Forum 
with Candidates for 
48th Ward Alderman 

 

Thursday, January 26, 2023 
from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

 

Emanuel Congregation 
5959 N. Sheridan Rd. 

Limited parking available 
 

Meet/Greet from 6:30 - 6:45 p.m. 
Panel Discussion 6:45 p.m. 

 

Panel discussion will be live- 
streamed at 5959online.org 

 

All are welcome to attend 
 

Sponsored by ASCO, Association of 
Sheridan Condo/Co-op Owners 

(Paid advertisement) 

Yoga class 

The Malibu East yoga class reopens to 
new participants on Monday, Jan. 9, at 
6 p.m. in the Windjammer Room. 

There will be three one-hour sessions 
in January on Mondays – none on Jan. 16. 
Each attendee pays in advance for the 
entire month. The cost, set at the first 
session, will likely be $25 to $35 for the 
three sessions. 
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Residents’ chilies 
outshine Bears 

Eight different chili recipes left good 
tastes in the mouths of approximately 45 
people who attended the Chili Cook-off 
and Bears-Packers screening in the 
Windjammer Room on Dec. 4. 

The same can’t be said for the featured 
NFL game on the WJR’s big-screen 
television. After a promising start, the 
Bears left a bitter taste in the mouths of 
their fans, blowing a 16-3 lead and losing 
28-19 to hated rival Green Bay. Despite 
several spectacular plays by QB Justin 
Fields, the Bears lost their sixth game in a 
row. It was an all-too-familiar scenario 

this season. 
Those who arrived at the event 

relatively early were encouraged to taste 
all of the chilies lined up on a table at the 
south end of the room and then use the 
seven or eight plastic discs they were 
given to vote for their favorite(s). Then 
they were able to choose a more substan-
tial portion of their chosen chili, with 
various add-ons such as diced onions, 
grated cheese, sour cream, hot sauce and 
oyster crackers. A couple of varieties of 
cornbread were available, as well. 

When all of the votes (discs) were 
counted, MECA owner Sean Blair was 
crowned the champion. His beef and olive 
chili (see recipe on this page) struck a 

chord with many attendees because of its 
medium spiciness and the complemen-
tary flavor of the green olives. His prize 
was a wooden spoon that read “Chili 
Champion.” 

Second place in the voting went to 
Romel Rodriguez for his beef brisket chili, 
and third place went to Zohreh Gha-
vamshahidi for her vegan bean chili. The 
other chili varieties in the contest were 
turkey black bean, meat and bean, 
vegetarian, green chicken, and beef and 
kidney bean. Each one was satisfying. 

Kudos once again to Sam Bullock’s 
Community Events and Recreation 
Committee for brainstorming another 
event that begs for an encore. 

(Photos by Mary Rodriguez) 

Sean Blair’s beef and 
olive chili recipe 

Resident Sean Blair won first place at 
Malibu East’s first-ever chili contest on 
Dec. 4 in the Windjammer Room. 

Following is his recipe. 
Brown: 

• 1 lb ground beef 
• 1 lb Italian sausage, bulk (I use hot, 

but you can tone it down with mild) 
After browning, add and cook for four 

minutes: 
• 2 sweet onions, chopped 
• 1 cup chopped green olives with 

pimentos 
Drain grease, cook for two more 

minutes and stir in: 
• 2 Tbsp olive oil 
• 1/3 cup apple cider vinegar 
• 1/4 cup Worcestershire 

Next, I add the spices and blend into 
the mixture, lowering the heat to low and 
cooking for another five minutes. You can 
also add other spices to taste, but try to 

avoid anything sweet, and no oregano or 
dill! 
• 4-6 Tbsp chili powder (depends on 

how hot you like it) 
• ½ tsp dry mustard 
• ½ tsp garlic powder 
• ½ tsp onion powder 
• 1 tsp paprika 
• 1 tsp cumin 
• 1 tsp thyme 

After you have cooked the spices into 
the chili, add the following and mix well: 
• 3 cans chili beans in sauce (I use 2 

cans hot beans, 1 can mild) 
• 3 cans fire-roasted, diced tomatoes 
• 3 bay leaves 

Cook to a boil and then reduce to 
simmer for at least several hours. Stir 
every 45 minutes or so and be sure to 
periodically taste it and adjust if you feel 
it’s too mild, but be careful – you can’t go 
backward on the level of spiciness! 

Remove the bay leaves before serving. 
Serve with oyster crackers, Colby jack 
cheese and chopped onions. 

Holiday fund 
By Joan Scholl 

A huge thank-you to all residents and 
Plaza tenants who contributed to the 2022 
Malibu East holiday fund for employees. 
This year, 263 contributions (including six 
carryovers from the prior year) totaling 
$51,981 were received, which equates to 
an average donation of $198. 

Based on a formula that weighs length 
of service and salary, the fund was 
distributed to 34 individuals at the Dec. 16 
staff holiday party in the Windjammer 
Room. 

The staff were extremely appreciative 
and thankful for the generous gifts they 
received and send “happy holiday” wishes 
to everyone. 

Check your January 
statement for 

revised charges 
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Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

 

 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Recently rented: 45C, 36H 

Unit for sale: 28J 

Unit for rent: 28J 

  

(Photos by Tracy Poyser) 

Staff appreciation luncheon photos 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2023 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 

6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 

Arthur Arfa, Board President 
Violette Deschamps, Property Manager 

Larry Rosen, Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 

 Committee 

Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 

Neil Warner, Editor 
Tracy Poyser, Photo Editor 

Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor 
Hussein Alnajar  

Bob Butler 
Sandy Chaet 

Ron Cohn 
Linda Eng 

Dianne Fishering 
Lynne Forella 

Jo Gayle 
Helen Lambin 

Rosemary Lambin 
Pat Montemurro  

Tracy Poyser 
Beth Robinson 
Savita Sawhney  
Nancy Stoesser 

award from Art Arfa to a big round of 
applause from the audience. 

With the formal part of the proceed-
ings over, all eyes went to a side table 
covered with mystery-wrapped gift 
packages of all sizes and shapes – our 
staff members’ lottery gift exchange. 
Everyone had drawn a number, and the 
person with No. 1 got first dibs on picking 
a mystery gift, followed by No. 2 and so 
on. Gifts were unwrapped with lots of 
hooting and hollering, especially when 
the recipients looked a bit befuddled, or 
happy like doorman Michael Morrow with 
his bottle of Johnny Walker Red Label. 

We didn’t calculate the aggregate years 
of service by the entire staff, but given 
that it’s 95 years for Violette, LaTerry, 
mystery man and Mike, I’ll bet the total is 
400 years or more (Violette distributed 
34 bonus checks this year). Just imagine 
how much work that represents in service 
calls, hours of routine maintenance, cars 
parked, leaking pipes fixed, trash rooms 
emptied, walls painted, visitors an-
nounced and ... 

Let’s acknowledge staff members with 
a smile, a heartfelt thank-you and a kind 
word anytime, not just when we’ve had a 
problem fixed. They’re all members of our 
vertical village and part of the Malibu East 
family. 

Staff appreciation luncheon 
(Continued from page 1) 

26 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Emanuel 
Congregation, 5959 N. Sheridan Road. 
ASCO (the Association of Sheridan Condo/
Co-op Owners) will be the sponsor. It will 
also begin with a meet-and-greet, to be 
followed by a panel discussion beginning at 
6:45 p.m., which will be live-streamed at 
5959online.org. For more information 
and/or to be added to ASCO’s email list, 
visit www.ascosheridanroad.org. 

Please check both websites for updates 
as the dates of the forums get closer. 
• Joe Dunne 
www.joedunnefor48.com 

• Nassir Faulkner 
www.faulkner48.com 

• Brian Haag 
www.BrianHaagforward48.org 

• Isaac Freilich Jones 
www.isaacfor48.com 

• Leni Manaa-Hoppenworth 
www.lenifor48th.com 

• Andre Peloquin 
www.andrefor48th.com 

• Andy Peters 
www.electandypeters.com 

• Lawrence Svabek 
www.larryfor48.org 

• Roxanne Volkmann 
twitter.com/roxannevolkmann 

• Nick Ward 
www.nickward48.com 

Aldermanic candidates
(Continued from page 2) 

Pet Corner 
By Pat Montemurro  

The Dialogue is kicking off 
a new feature, Pet Corner, 
which will highlight Malibu 
East pets. Whether your pet 
is a dog, cat, bird, fish or 
something else, the Dialogue would like to 
hear about it. Send us an email at 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org with 
information about your pet(s) and we’ll 
get in touch with you. 

 
Our humans … 
Helen and Rosemary Lambin (42nd floor) 
 
A little bit about us … 
Katie: 18-year-old American Shorthair 
Danny Boy: 6-year-old American Short-
hair 
 
Where are we from? 
We were both adopted (separately) from 
the Anti-Cruelty Society when each of us 
was 18 months to two years old. 
 
Why we’re special … 
Katie: “I’m sweet, gentle, sensitive and 
intuitive.” 
Danny Boy: “I’m smart, affectionate and I 
share my food with Katie.” 
 
What we do for fun … 
Katie: “I like to lie behind Rosemary’s 
back when she’s in the chair.” 
Danny Boy: “I wake Rosemary up during 
the night for my daily affirmation.” 
 
Some cat wisdom and myth busters … 
Katie: “Never let us outside.” 
Danny Boy: “Cats are affectionate, we 
bond with our humans and we can get 
along with dogs.” 

Rosemary (L) with Katie and 
Helen (R) with Danny Boy 


