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Bank moving day 
By Jack Winans 
Thursday afternoon, 
Apr. 22, our new bank 
closed a little early and 
moved into its new 
quarters in the front of 
the mall. Everyone pitched in, including 
President Matt Norkett. Even the secu-
rity guard lugged a huge piece of elec-
tronic equipment. Tellers and bank offi-
cers were loaded down with files, and 
others put wheeled chairs to use as 
moving carts. 

The bank’s new quarters are brighter 
than ever with a new ceiling, new light 
fixtures and clean, bright white walls. 
The carpet had been vacuumed and a 
cleaning crew was busy polishing glass 
and furniture. Technicians were busy 
making last-minute adjustments to secu-
rity entrance codes. Although security is 
obviously a priority, the many cameras 
and the new glass partitions are unob-
trusive and the bank’s new home 
plainly shouts, “ Welcome!” 

Friday morning the bank opened with 
little fanfare, but lots of employees on 
hand to welcome any sightseers. Color-
ful balloons festooned the outside en-
trance railings, and two tables laden 
with free gifts, coffee and snacks beck-
oned to all passersby. The tape securing 
the night deposit box had finally been 
removed and everything — every-
thing — was finally ready. 

Thank you, First Commercial Bank! 
Thank you, President Norkett! Thank 
you, Jim McHale. Thank you to all at 
First Commercial! Finally after too long 
a time, the keystone slot in the mall is 
filled with a bank. Your wonderful wel-
come to us is reciprocated by a warm 
welcome from all of us at Malibu and 
Malibu East. 

First Commercial moves to new quarters 
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 MECA board meeting notes 
by Elaine Winans 

MECA board meeting 
Tuesday, Apr. 27, 2004 
 
Attendance: 9 board members, 2 man-
agement representatives and 16 resi-
dents 
Not present: Larry Creter, Jon Heller, 
Martina Molins 
 
OPEN FORUM 1 
Resident comments and questions: 
1)    When will the shredded tarp on the 

north wall be taken down? It will 
be moved at the latest by May 3; 
the driveway will also be returned 
to normal use. 

2)    What is the status of table tennis 
equipment? The table tennis room 
was stripped and cleaned. Still 
looking at prices for a table. 

3)    Suggestion: Put a fence on the 
Sheridan Road parkway to keep 
our neighbors’ dogs off of it. 

4)    How are you going to determine if 
all unit owners have the minimum 
$500,000 homeowners liability in-
surance? Will you require proof of 
insurance from anyone? We will 
have to depend on the honesty of 
our unit owners. We are not re-
questing that the insurance infor-
mation be provided to the manage-
ment office at this time. Keeping 
up-to-date records is not practical 
for several reasons; however, we 
have the right to ask for proof of 
insurance at any time. 

5)    How can I ask my insurance com-
pany what I need to conform to this 
rule? Refer your insurance agent 
to the new Illinois condo insur-
ance law or give them a copy of 
our rule. The rule that was passed 
out to all unit owners basically re-
flects the law as it was passed. 

6)    To keep better control of carts and 
special-use room keys, could we 
have the doorman collect and hold 
a driver’s license? The doorman’s 
station is not a secure area, and 
the doorman in carrying out his 

duties often has to leave the sta-
tion. The doorman’s station and 
his job are not conducive to ac-
cepting and maintaining the secu-
rity of valuables. 

7)    Can the board or management pro-
vide a document that explains in 
detail the issues of insurance as it 
applies to condo owners and their 
liability? The Dialogue staff and a 
representative from CISA are cur-
rently updating a 1998 Dialogue 
article covering these issues, and 
the update will include informa-
tion on the new Illinois law con-
cerning condominium owners’ li-
ability. 

 
TV RAFFLE 

A raffle was held by the board. 
A resident from the audience se-
lected three winners in a drawing in 
which all Malibu East units were 
represented except those of our di-
rectors who were exempted. The 
prizes were three five-inch portable 
B&W TVs prizes donated by the 
First Commercial Bank. 
The winners are: 
  
  
   
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Financial statement 
Balance on hand, cash and re-
serves — $2,606,819.71. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1)    Rules & Regulations/Legal 

Marcel Molins 
The committees will meet on May 
6 to review the entire package ex-
cept for the garage portion. 

2)    Garage report 
Claims 

Approved:                2 
Denied:                    1 
Total:                       3 
 
Waiting lists 
Single self-park:     52 
Tandem self-park:    0 
Second car:              0 
 
Monthly parkers 
Single:                  140 
Tandem:                 56 
Valet:                    302 
Preferred:                 2 
Engineer:              NC 
Motorcycle:             0 
Total:                    500 
 
New monthlies:        4 
Cancellations:          7 
Upgrades                 2 

3)    Commercial Property 
Marcel Molins 
The bank has opened in its new 
quarters and has been very success-
ful. The bank has requested permis-
sion to put up a four-by-14 foot 
banner. The bank would be respon-
sible for getting permission from 
the city. 

4)    Architecture & Aesthetics 
Richard Strauss for Larry Creter 
Discussion on decorating services 
fees. Guidance will be given to the 
committee for contracting the 
work. 

5)    Pet 
(See page 5.) 

6)    ASCO 
(See page 12.) 

7)    Communications 
Carol Beatty 
The Dialogue presented a report to 
the committee with these figures: 
The Dialogue is increasing distri-
bution from 665 to 700 copies 
monthly. The Dialogue shows a 
modest excess of advertising reve-
nue over printing expenses through 
the May issue and has substantial 
advertising pre-payments for future 
issues. 

Please keep in mind that the meeting 
notes are not the official record of the 
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The 
official minutes are generally approved at 
the following meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

TV RAFFLE WINNERS 
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MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Items requiring board action 
1)    Lower level pressure reducing 

valves proposal 
Two of the original valves need re-
placing. Approved Honeywell. 

2)    Replacement of step controller 
proposals 
The controller for the heat for the 
east end of the hallways does not 
work. Approved Honeywell. 

3)    Loading dock gate proposals 
Double gates have been recom-
mended. Board would like to see 
more drawings. Discussion also on 
overhead doors, more expensive, 
but would provide better security 
and weather control. 

4)    Swimming pool deck & painting 
proposals 
Approved Nelson proposal. 

5)    Landscaping proposals (front 
lawn sod & planters on pool deck). 
Approved with restrictions as to 
comparable price of additional 
quotes. Suggestion that the land-
scaper’s work be monitored. Some 
planting (including the atrium) will 
be deferred until the north wall is 
finished. The total cost will be ap-
proximately $11,000. 

6)    Lobby carpet proposals 
Cleaning and re-fringing the lobby 
oriental carpet approved. 

7)    Mirror proposals in Windjammer 
Room 
Proposal to replace missing mirror 
approved. 

8)    Front entrance handicapped ramp 
approval 
Combined in a single project: 
a) Indoor access to the mall from 
the garage for able-bodied people. 
b) Handicapped and cart access on 
the north side to the lobby. 
c) Handicapped access to the mall 
from Sheridan Road. 
Adopted the plan as part of our 
overall “circulation plan.” 

9)    Proposed rules of liability insur-
ance coverage 
Approved 
 

Items requiring future board action 
1)    Lobby restoration proposal 

Proposal given to directors for ex-
amination. 

North wall repairs 
As of April 23, Golf Construction 
found the proper color brick we have 
been looking for the past few months. 
They are currently putting together the 
sample brick structure for the board to 
approve so we will be able to finally 
finish the north wall. 
Garage construction repairs 
The sealant was put on the newly 
poured exposed concrete April 23 and it 
needs to cure before we will be allowed 
to park any vehicles in this area. We 
will be able to use this area approxi-
mately May 5. 
Captain's Walk 
As you all know, the First Commercial 
Bank moved into their original com-
mercial unit S2 April 23. They are very 
happy to be back in the location that 
they leased and have totally remodeled 

it. Please feel free to take a look at the 
work that was done in the unit. 
Channel 95 
We have exhausted all options on the 
repairs of the computer system that con-
trols channel 95. The management of-
fice has been working with the manu-
facturer over the telephone, trying to 
troubleshoot our problems with this 
system, but nothing seems to work. Our 
next option is to send the entire system 
back to the manufacturer for repairs. 
They informed us that because it is such 
an old system, we might have to replace 
it. We will do everything in our power 
to get this system back up and running. 
Swimming pool 
The pool season is right around the cor-
ner. The tentative opening date for the 
pool and the patio deck is Memorial 
Day, Monday, May 31. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 
Check your smoke detector batteries twice a year. 

Have a home fire extinguisher in your kitchen. 
Remember to stay in your unit unless told to do 

otherwise by the fire department. 

What’s happening 
around the building 
by Chris Chiodo, MECA Association Manager 

2)    HVAC service contract proposals 
Other companies being looked at, 
proposals being solicited. 

 
Items not requiring board action 
1)    North wall repairs status 

Our contractor is putting a sample 
wall together and trying to match 
the bricks and the mortar. 

2)    Garage construction project status 
Should be complete and all sur-
faces returned to us by May 8. 
Work has been done on budget and 
on time. We now need to consider 
the work that needs to be done on 
the third floor of the garage. 

3)    Unit sales 
    23K      $240,000 

    43B       $275,000 
 

OPEN FORUM 2 
Resident comments and questions: 
1)    What is the ballpark figure that we 

pay for sod and grass? 
This year’s figure is $2,465. 

1)    Resident suggestion that we pave 
the parkway as was done across the 
street. 

1)    Resident suggestion the cost of 
fencing for the Sheridan Road 
parkway be put on next month’s 
agenda. 
 

The meeting ended at 10pm and went 
into closed session. 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
BERGER PARK 
CULTURAL CENTER 

Adult computer class 
Starts May 8 
Registration 2-5pm 
May 1, 3 & 5 only 
Call for info: 
773-761-5792 
Park District programs 
6205 N. Sheridan Rd. 
312-742-7871 

EDGEWATER 
BRANCH LIBRARY  

CAPS 24th Dist. Beat #2433 
Come meet our beat police. 
Wednesday, May 5, 7pm 
(1st Wed. of every month) 
Saturday Book Club 
11am 1st Sat. month 
1210 W. Elmdale 
312-744-0718 

EDGEWATER 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Walking tour 
Granville, North Edgewater area. 
Begins in front of the Sovereign, 
1020 W. Granville, 12 noon May 
23, $20 donation includes lunch. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-907-1872 

NORTH PARK VILLAGE 
NATURE CENTER 

Bird walk for new birders 
May 11, 9–11am, registration 
required 
Bird walks 
8–11am every Sat. in May 
Info: 773-878-4421 
5801 N. Pulaski 
312-744-5472 

SWEDISH AMERICAN 
MUSEUM CENTER 

“Figures in the Nordic 
Landscape” 
by Barbro Jernberg — thru Jun. 13 
10-4pm Tue.–Fri., 11–4pm Sun. 
$4 adults, $10 family 
$3 children/seniors/students  
Free 2nd Tue. of month 

Korean/Swedish joint 
event 
Ethnic diversities & 
refreshment 
$17, $15 members, $10 
students/teachers 
11:30am–2pm & 3:30–
6pm May 16 
5211 N. Clark St. 

773-728-8111 
THEATER/SHOWINGS 
ARKADASH CAFÉ 

Turkish music & belly dancing 
8:30pm Wed./Fri.–Sat. 
5723 N. Clark St. 
773-506-2233 

HOLLYWOOD EAST 
DJ spins house music 
9:30pm Fridays 
5650 N. Broadway 
773-271-4711 

LIFELINE THEATRE 
“The Killer Angels” 
Story about Battle of Gettysburg 
Thru May 23, $20, $16 students 
7:30pm Fri., 8pm Sat, 5:30pm Sun. 
“Deep in the Jungle” 
Kid’s Theatre musical 
Thru Jun. 6, $8 
1&3pm Sat., 1pm Sun. 
6912 N. Glenwood 
773-761-4477 

METROPOLIS COFFEE CO. 
“Jazz Conspiracy” 
7pm Mondays 
1039 W. Granville Ave. 
773-764-0400 

MORSELAND 
Music 
DJs 9pm Tue.–Sat., Jazz 9pm Sun. 
1218 W. Morse Ave. 
773-764-8900 

MULLADY THEATRE 
“The Member of the Wedding” 
Story of adolescents’ emotional 
upheavals. 
Thru May 29, $15, $5 students/
seniors 
8pm Thu.-Sat., 3pm Sun. 
Loyola University 
1125 W. Loyola 
773-508-3847 

NEO-FUTURARIUM THEATRE 
“That’s Weird, Grandma” 
Children’s theatre, songs & comic 
sketches. 
Open run, $8, 8pm Mondays 
“Too much Light Makes the Baby 
Go blind” 

30 plays in 60 minutes, weekly 
changes 
Open run, $5 plus roll of die 
11pm Fri./Sat., 6:30pm Sun. 
5153 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-275-5255 

RAVEN THEATRE 
“The Interview” 
About mothers, daughters and 
memory. 
Thru Jun. 6, $15 
8:30pm Fri./Sat., 3:30pm Sun. 
6157 N. Clark 
773-338-2177 

COMMUNITY EVENTS/
MEETINGS 
Avon Walk for Cancer 
Jun. 5 & 6 
Information at: 
http://www.avonwalk.org 
Bike the Drive 
Sunday, May 30 
$35, register at: 
http://www.bikethedrive.org 
Breastfest 
A benefit to support the Avon 
Walk for Breast Cancer 
6pm May 4 
UnCommon Ground Café 
1214 W. Grace 
773-929-3680 
Bangladesh Day parade 
12 noon May 8 
Corner of Devon & Damen 
Chicago lakeshore marathon 
Monday, May 31 
Information at: 
http://www.lakeshoremarathon.
com/ 
14th Annual Skokie Festival of 
Cultures 
Artists, vendors, exhibitors, 
entertainers & food vendors. 
11am–7pm May 22–23 

MECA EVENTS/MEETINGS 
Dialogue Committee meeting 
Tuesday, May 18 
7:30pm — Community Room 
Thursday afternoon 
discussion group 
Thursday, May 20  
2:00pm — Community Room 
MECA board meeting 
Tuesday, May 25  
7:30pm — Windjammer Room 
 

Leave event and meeting notices at the 
desk for the Dialogue. 

 Community 
Calendar 

by Rose Wandel 

http://www.avonwalk.org
http://www.bikethedrive.org
http://www.lakeshoremarathon
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the sidewalk or driveway, you must 
pick up the mess. This is unsightly 
and can’t be tolerated. We want our 
home to be inviting to visitors. Also, 
the mess can be tracked into our 
lobby. 

2. Save your produce plastic bags and 
get into the practice of carrying 
them in your pocket.  

3. In a hurry? Use the shorter route 
through the dock area to the dog run. 

 
Dog tips 
By Elaine Winans 
 
Now that we are enjoying 
spring and warmer 
weather — dog owners 
will be out more often 
on more fre-
quent and 
longer walks. 
The majority of 
expected meetings between dogs are 
friendly and social, but the opportunity 
for confrontations increases. Although 
most of man’s best friends are usually 
affectionate and good-natured, it is in-
stinctive for many dogs to be territorial. 
This is the time we need to apply some 
rules of common sense to make our pet 
meetings genial and safe.  
♦ First of all, protect yourself from 

any legal complications. Obey the 
leash law, have up-to-date dog tags 
and, most importantly, make a visit to 
the vet for updating all of your dog’s 
shots. 

♦ During summer heat, treat your dog 
to an extra bath to make him feel and 
smell good. 

♦ Elevator courtesy: Use the freight 
elevator whenever it is available. 
Control your dog with a short leash. 
Stay back from the doors when they 
open so you can perceive any prob-
lems that could occur in close quar-
ters. Keep dogs as separate as possi-
ble in the elevator; let each one have 
his own “territory.” 

♦ Also, please keep your dog away 
from laundry. Some people feel un-
comfortable with dogs sniffing their 
freshly laundered clothes. 

♦ Don’t let your dog run loose in the 

hallway or other common areas. Ele-
vator and unit doors may open, and 
your dog may quickly get out of your 
control. Pets are not permitted in any 
of the amenity rooms. 

♦ If your dog has an occasional 
“accident” on the way to the dog run, 
please inform management for a 
prompt cleanup. 

♦ Never let dogs run without a leash. 
Even the best-trained dog can break 
the “rules” once, be distracted by an-
other dog, person or car, and run into 
traffic. 

♦ If your dog shows an agitated or 
aggressive personality, use a soft 
muzzle. It will deter confrontation. 

♦ If a confrontation does occur, im-
mediately pull your dog to safety and 
leave. 

♦ Don’t allow your dog to jump on 
people. Even a small dog can knock 
down a child or elderly person, and 
dogs’ paws can transfer dirt and ex-
crement to clothes. 

♦ Not all dogs are compatible, so if 
you see someone waiting for a 
“private” turn, please exit the dog run 
promptly. Remember, the dog run is 
NOT an exercise or play area. 

♦ Don’t leave your dog in the car 
while you go into a store. Even with a 
window slightly open, your dog can 
suffer from the quickly rising tem-
perature. You also risk having a dog 
lover call the police. 

♦ Don’t tie your dog to a fence or 
pole at the store. Dog thieves wait for 
this opportunity to make a sale to a 
testing lab. 

♦ And finally — PLEASE DO NOT 
leave your dog on the balcony unat-
tended. Loneliness, stress, and sum-
mer heat can make your dog very agi-
tated and bark continuously to the 
discomfort of the dog and your 
neighbors. Also — do not ever allow 
your dog to use the balcony as a bath-
room. 

Follow the “golden rule”: “Respect oth-
ers’ pets as you would your own,” and 
have an enjoyable summer! 
 

Pet Committee meeting 
By Elaine Winans 
Sandy Chaet and Larry Creter co-
chaired the Apr. 12 meeting welcoming 
eight old and new residents and their 
questions about pet rules. A big concern 
was that the snow-melting salt used 
during the winter is hurting dogs’ paws. 
They would like management to look 
for a safer and milder substance. 

Dog owners would also like a sign 
posted at the dog run gates, reading 
“For Malibu East Residents’ Use 
Only.” Residents of other buildings are 
using the dog run. Also, residents 
would like to have our parkways fenced 
to make it inconvenient for our 
neighbors to use them for doggie bath-
rooms as this results in “yellow” dead 
spots in our expensive annual resod-
ding. Our neighbor’s parkway is 
fenced, so that makes our unfenced 
parkway attractive to dog owners. 

A suggestion was made that a dog doo-
doo receptacle be placed near the bicy-
cle rack area for residents’ use. Also a 
reminder for those who do not use the 
fenced-in facility, you must pick up af-
ter your dog. 

A reminder also to male dog owners: 
Please do not allow your dog to relieve 
themselves on atrium walls, posts and 
fences. It is not only unsightly, but 
leaves a foul odor. Please walk your 
dog in a timely fashion so that your dog 
(male or female) is comfortable enough 
to reach the proper place before reliev-
ing themselves. 

Occasionally dogs have an accident in 
the elevator or other common areas. 
Please notify the doorman or manage-
ment for immediate cleanup services. 

Residents are reminded that they must 
register their pets when they move in 
and that there are specific limits and 
rules for pets at Malibu East. 

The First Commercial Bank in our Cap-
tain’s Walk mall donated doggie pet 
bowls. If you didn’t get yours at the 
meeting, inquire at the management 
office. 

Suggestions for all dog owners: 
1. In cases where your dog messes on 
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Miscellaneous miscon-
duct and etiquette 
By Norm Cratty 
I don’t know how 
true this is. Did you 
know: According 
to an abcnews.com 
fea t ur e  st or y, 
nearly eight in 10 
people polled said 
lack of respect and 
courtesy is a serious national problem, 
and six in 10 said the problem is getting 
worse. Symptoms cited are talking 
loudly on cell phones in public; driving 
obnoxiously; leaving people on hold; 
cursing and littering. The remaining 
respondents were quoted as saying: 
“Here’s a quarter, go call someone who 
gives a s**t.” 

Can this last response to true? Are we 
really turning into a society and culture 
that does not give a damn about inap-
propriate behavior, either behind the 
steering wheel or on the sidewalk or 
even following this building’s desig-
nated rules and regulations? I would 
like to think we do care about our fel-
low human beings and neighbors and 
that when we see an infraction, we tell 
the person, in a nice way, of course. 

Lately, I’ve been tuning into re-runs of 
“Becker” at 9:30 (sorry, Tom Skilling), 
and Ted Danson never keeps his opin-
ions to himself and always vocalizes the 
impurities and inappropriate behavior 
he witnesses on the street. I feel I 
should vocalize more of my displeas-
ures in people’s inappropriateness when 
I experience it, but I keep my mouth 
shut for fear of getting assaulted by the 
other party. Is that an appropriate fear? 
Common sense tells me sometimes I 
need to learn to keep my mouth shut! 
But what may be appropriate to one 
person may be inappropriate to another. 

I have noticed in restaurants that people 
do not push their chairs in like they 
used to. What happened to that com-
mon courtesy? I was taught as a child to 
push the chair in when leaving the ta-
ble. 

What about closing doors behind you? 
How many times, on a television pro-
gram, do you see someone coming into 

the room and they don’t close the door 
behind them? If television influences 
our behavior, the medium is sending a 
terrible message for inappropriateness 
and misconduct. 

I continue to see residents of this build-
ing walking down Sheridan Road on the 
left side of the sidewalk walking toward 
Thorndale. People coming toward you 
can’t stay to their right (as is the rule) if 
you’re in their way. Or I see someone 
waiting for the freight elevator with no 
packages, no cart, no animal, just their 
hands full of mail. Why are you using 
the freight when you should be using 
the passenger elevator? I keep harping 
on these issues because people continu-
ally breach the rules of our building. 
One of the most dangerous situations I 
witnessed recently was driving up the 
parking ramp in our garage, honking 
the horn in measured time. Going 
around one of the corners is a car ap-
proaching, no horn, no warning he was 
coming down. People! It’s posted as a 
rule. Honk the horn to alert other driv-
ers using the ramp that you’re there. 
How are we supposed to know you are 
even there? 

Until next time, see you around the 
building. And yes, I will be watching 
for infractions and misconduct. 

Will you benefit? 
By Jack Winans 
Seniors, currently on the Medicare A or 
B plan, have or will soon be receiving, 
information on the new Medicare pre-
scription drug plan scheduled to start in 
2006. The plan requires a $35 monthly 
premium ($420 per year) and has a 
$250 deductible after which Medicare 
pays 75% of prescription costs from 
$250 to $2,250. Above this limit other 
factors determine your benefits. The 
breakeven point is $670. Last year, my 
prescription costs for my two diseases 
were slightly over $500. I would have 
to get a third disease for the plan to be 
beneficial. 

Report graffiti 
As we have been seeing more graffiti in 
our community lately, please call 311 
immediately to report any graffiti you 
might spot. You will be asked to give 
the address (or closest address if graffiti 
is at a location with no associated ad-
dress), the color and approximate size 
of the graffiti, how high up the graffiti 
is and what type of surface it is on 
(such as painted brick or unpainted 
brick). You may report graffiti on pub-
lic property as well as street light poles, 
signs and mailboxes. If you know the 
graffiti is of a gang nature, please tell 
this to the 311 operator as it will get 
higher priority for removal. 
From Ernie Constantino, 48th Ward 

ME Easter egg hunt 
By Lauren 
Rojas-Castillo 
Children of Malibu 
East attended the 
Easter egg hunt in 
the Windjammer 
Room on Apr. 4. 
About 20 children 
came with their parents to attend the 
holiday treat. There were games and 
treats to celebrate the coming of the 
Easter bunny! 
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April 5, 2004 

Dear Mr. & Ms. Winans, 

Thank you for your letter regarding fire 
safety and fire sprinklers. I have heard 
from hundreds of your follow residents 
who live in high-rises about this impor-
tant and controversial issue. While eve-
ryone understands the need for fire 
safety and wants to live in a safe envi-
ronment, everyone also acknowledges 
that there must be a cost/benefit analysis done of different pro-
posed safety solutions. 

I have met extensively with ASCO, along with individual 
Sheridan Road and Marine Drive condo and rental building 
owners. ASCO and I also organized a meeting for the high-
rise leadership in the 48th Ward to meet with City Officials, 
Building Department executives and professional fire safety 
consultants to evaluate the various proposals for fire safety 
that are being considered. 

Based on your advice and input, and consultation with ex-
perts, here are my positions: 

1) I believe that the cost of mandatory sprinkler systems in 
residential high-rises far outweighs the benefits. There-
fore, I will be voting TO OPPOSE RESIDENTIAL 
HIGH-RISE SPRINKLERS. 

 

2)    I believe that the Life Safety Evaluation program has 
many good features to ensure that our rental and condo/
coop high-rises meet the appropriate fire and life safety 
codes, and adhere to the best building standards and prac-
tices while not imposing undue costs. With the guidance 
of ASCO and other owners and managers of 48th Ward 
high-rises, I will continue to review and support this ef-
fort. 

3)    The one-way communication system (i.e., speakers in the 
hallways to make announcements in an emergency) re-
quirement does not seem to be worthwhile. I believe that 
this particular requirement is too costly and not only does 
not make buildings safer, but could put residents at risk if 
they open their doors during a fire to listen to announce-
ments. In its current form, I cannot support this require-
ment. 

All of us want to maximize safety. None of us want to drive 
our owner-residents from their homes due to exorbitant costs 
or to see our well-managed rental buildings fall into disrepair 
or neglect. Thank you for your letter and your commitment to 
the neighborhood. 

Yours truly, 
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Local business news 
By Jack Winans 
The Secret Garden 
Lisa Jordan has re-
turned and will re-
open The Secret Gar-
den restaurant at 
6219 N. Sheridan 
Road in Berger Park for the season Me-
morial weekend on May 29. Lisa’s Se-
cret Garden is our only Edgewater lake-
shore restaurant. It has both indoor and 
outdoor dining. 
Gethsemane Gardens 
During my annual trek to Gethsemane 
Gardens at Clark and Ashland, I was 
pleasantly surprised to find several mar-
velous improvements. The layout is 
vastly improved and organized in a way 
that speeds up your shopping and 
checking out. That’s amazing in itself 
as I always find myself lingering over 
their wonderful selection of annuals. 
Parking has always been a problem, so I 
was really pleased to see that they have 
increased their off-street parking — 
with a new lot paved with red bricks. In 
fact the entire inside and outside layout 
has a new flooring of bricks. What im-
pressed me most, though, was the care 
and thought that was so obvious in the 
improvements in their shopping wag-
ons. For years, the clumsy metal wag-
ons with their klutzy metal wheels have 
reminded me of carts from old-time ru-
ral railroad stations. This year the carts 
have nice bouncy balloon rubber tires, 
comfortably soft rubber handles and 
soft rubber bumpers on all protruding 
surfaces. Our local supermarket could 
take a lesson from Gethsemane in cus-
tomer creature comforts. 
 
The following is from the Chamber 
Report supplied by the Edgewater 
Chamber of Commerce 
La Palio & Thomas selected to re-
ceive 2004 Pride of Edgewater Award 
Lillian La Palio, president of the Berger 
Park Advisory Council, and Kate Tho-
mas, president of the Senn Park Advi-
sory Council, have been selected by the 
Edgewater Chamber of Commerce to 
receive the prestigious Pride of Edge-
water Award. The award is presented 
annually to a person or organization 

who has contributed significantly to the 
improvement of the quality of life in 
Edgewater. 

In announcing the award, Chairman of 
the Board Jack Sweetman said, “…
parks and beaches are very important to 
Edgewater. Both of these ladies have 
given a great gift to our next generation. 
Each of them has been instrumental in 
bringing a new playground to our chil-
dren, one on the lakefront and one at 
the western side of Edgewater. This is 
our way of saying thank you.” 
Speakeasy named one of “Best New 
Restaurants”! 
Spring is really being good to one of 
our favorite restaurants, Jody Andre’s 
Speakeasy supper club, 1301 W. 
Devon. Speakeasy was just named one 
of the “Best New Restaurants” by Chi-
cago Magazine in its May issue. 
Tribune spotlights Metropolis coffee 
in roasting feature. 
When the Chicago Tribune food editors 
wanted to do a special story on Chicago 
businesses that roast their own coffee, 
they picked Metropolis Coffee Co., 
1039 W. Granville to feature. The big-
gest and best pictures were of Jeff 
Dreyfus and his son Tony. It’s truly a 
family venture and they sell coffee and 
teas as both wholesale and retail. Soul 
Cafe, 1301 W. Hollywood, serves only 
Metropolis coffee. A sidewalk cafe per-
mit has been applied for at the Gran-
ville location. 
Parkview Pet Supply a hit in second 
week 
When Edgewater resident Joseph 
O’Brien decided to move his business 
from Lincoln Park to Edgewater, he 
never thought that he would equal his 
sales at the established location by his 
second Saturday. 

Parkview Pet Supply, 5358 N. Broad-
way has done exactly that. No dog 
walking or grooming, just a wide, safe 
and healthy supply of pet supplies in a 
dog-friendly environment. Parkview 
has been in business for 83 years. 
O’Brien bought it 4½ years ago from 
the founding family. His only claim of 
relationship is that he went to high 
school with the founder’s granddaugh-
ter. 
 

Edgewater library 
May activities 
By Mark Kaplan  
Saturday Book Club 
Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold 
Saturday, May 1, 11am 
Soulful Perspectives 
The Drift by John Ridley 
Afrocentric Book Discussion 
Monday, May 3, 6:30pm 
Russian Book Discussion 
Russkaia Kniga Liudei 
by Vladimir Tuchkov 
Saturday, May 8, 2pm 
Robert Woodley 
Chicago poet reads from his new book 
Poems Reflecting on Life and Living 
Saturday, May 15, 11am 
15th Anniversary Celebration 
Friends of the Edgewater Branch with 
Mike Finnerty and his Blues and Jazz 
Ensemble 
Saturday, May 15, 1pm 
Classics Book Discussion 
Oregon Trail by Francis Parkman 
Tuesday, May 18, 7pm 
Tuesday Morning Book Club 
Crossing To Safety by Wallace Stegner 
Tuesday, May 25, 10am 
After School Homework Help 
Mon.–Thu., 3-6pm. 
Open Chess Play 
Mondays, 6:30pm 
 

Edgewater Branch  
Chicago Public Library  
1210 W. Elmdale Avenue  
312-744-0718 

Dialogue reprints 
Reprints of Dia-
logue pages are 
available in color on 
photo paper at the 
price of $1 per 
page. Call or e-mail 
the editor with your 
requests. 
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Pet peeves 
More misconduct 
and elevator eti-
quette 
By Norm Cratty 
I have a number of 
pet peeves as it re-
lates to people not using basic common 
sense, civility, some decency and some-
times etiquette. All I ask is that you 
please be aware of your surroundings, 
be alert and aware as to how your con-
duct affects others, and realize that 
there are consequences to behavior if 
you don’t follow certain verbal and 
non-verbal rules. 

#1 City Sidewalk 

Stay to (and walk on) the right. It irri-
tates me when someone comes at me on 
his or her left and I have nowhere to 
move. I end up bumping into them and 
at times it can border on assault. But 
bumping into pedestrians is a conse-
quence of their ignorance of not staying 
to the right-hand side (like driving a 
car). Common sense should dictate this. 
When you walk on the left into on-
coming pedestrians, you are disrupting 
the socially accepted order of staying to 
the right. 

When you’re engrossed in your cell 
phone conversation, please look where 
you’re walking. The world does not 
revolve around you. Stay to the right. 
I’ve actually seen people standing in the 
middle of a crowded sidewalk carrying 
on their all-important phone conversa-
tion and then they can’t figure out why 
people bump into them or swear at 
them as they walk past. It was reported 
in the Sun-Times, months back, how 
one of the reporters almost hit two pe-
destrians at an intersection in the Loop 
because they were so engrossed in their 

cell phone conversation that they were-
n’t aware that the light had changed. 
Let’s not even start on cell phone users 
behind the wheel of a car! 

#2 Intersections 

People who stand on the left-hand side 
to cross the street at a crosswalk. If the 
people coming at you are walking to 
their right, just where (and what) do 
you think you’re doing? (See #1 
above.) 

#3 Groups 

Groups of people that insist they have 
the right to walk three and four abreast 
on a sidewalk without any regard for 
the one person walking toward them. 
Excuse me, but that person is also enti-
tled to their share of the sidewalk. It is 
appropriate for one or two in the group 
to drop back or move ahead to allow for 
this. With all the construction and scaf-
folding that is up, sometimes pedestrian 
traffic-ways become single file. Why is 
it so difficult to understand this ration-
ale? Remember that invisible white line 
down the middle that you’re not sup-
posed to cross. You’ve got your half of 
the sidewalk. Just don’t walk on my 
half, OK? 

#4 Blocking doorways 

People who block doorways and block 
your right to free and unhindered pas-
sage. Did you know it is against the law 

to block your free passage? You cannot 
knowingly block someone’s movement 
on the sidewalk. 

#5 Elevator etiquette 

People who don’t use common sense 
and elevator etiquette. They think it is 
perfectly acceptable to stand in front of 
the elevator door and either block peo-
ple’s exit or push their way in before 
people get out. Stop it! It makes you 
look stupid and ignorant. And how 
many times have you been bumped into 
by other people’s possessions in the 
elevator? Look at the big backpacks in 

use today. A 
safer and 
more practical 
way world be 
to carry those, 
at least inside 
the building, 
and not wear 
them inside 
the elevator. 
It takes up 
more room 
inside an al-
ready confin-

ing and congested space, and you bump 
into other people. And I’m sure they 
don’t appreciate that! 

People that use our freight elevator 
when they should use the passenger ele-
vators. Just because you live close to 
that tier and are too lazy to walk the 
few extra steps, it does not give you the 
right to tie up the freight elevator for an 
unnecessary trip. It deprives someone 
else from having access to it for his or 
her real freight needs of taking a dog 
out or taking laundry up or down. Use 
the passenger elevator like everyone 
else. 

#6 Cart misuse 

People that use our MECA carts as their 
personal laundry caddies. It’s against 
the rules. I suggest we get these carts 
numbered and if we see an infraction of 
use, we can go back and look up in the 
sign-out book to see who is doing it. 

Please let me know what your specific 
pet peeve is. Until next time, see you 
around the building. And yes, I will be 
watching for infractions and miscon-
duct. 
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Dear Etta Kitt, 
I often see dogs in 
the halls,  the 
elevator and outside 
W I T H O U T  A 
LEASH. This often 
makes me uncomfortable, as I don’t 
know how the dog is going to react. I 
thought that there was a strict rule about 
this at Malibu East. Also, why do dog 
owners use the long reel-in type leashes 
in the building? Stretched full-length, 
their dogs are prone to meet up with 
misfortune. 

Signed, Uncomfortable 
Dear Uncomfortable, 
An uncontrolled long reel-type leash 
allows dogs to roam out of their 
owner’s sight and control. All dog 
owners should have the courtesy to 
keep their dogs close where they have 
immediate physical control over their 
dog’s actions. 

When any group of people share 
property as in our Malibu East 
association, rules are set down to 
govern its use. Those rules are often 
forgotten when things are going 
smoothly, but if they are broken and 
enforcement is lacking, the result is that 
everyone begins to ignore them. Our 
original rules have been revised over 
time by our board of directors. All 
owners should read and refresh their 
understanding of these rules 

A case in point is our rule that dogs be 
leashed in the common areas inside and 
outside. Unfortunately, many dog 
owners, seeing others allowing their 
pets to run loose, tend to follow suit. 

Infractions of this or of any rule need to 
be addressed by a written complaint 
from a resident to the board or 
association manager, who will initially 
attempt to solve the problem privately 
through a phone call or a face-to-face 
discussion. 

If this doesn’t work in resolving the 
rule infraction, our legal documents 
provide effective legal remedies, and in 
extreme cases there may be times when 
it is necessary to take a violator to 
court. Because of the ill will that often 
results, this should be the last resort and 
should be contemplated only when all 
other procedures have been exhausted. 

 'Town Crier' 
announcements 

by Joan Burke 

We welcome all new residents to our building, including: 
 

  
  
  

 
 
If you have information concerning talented or famous 
MECA residents, please contact the Dialogue. 

Balcony Man by Scott Virzi 
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Captain’s Walk news 
By Jack Winans 
Malibu Convenient Food Mart 
Lou Barhoumeh reports that his new 
video and game self-service machine 
will be installed by May 10. 

First Commercial Bank 
The bank has moved to its new perma-
nent quarters. (See page one.) First 
Commercial Bank President Matt 
Norkett says that his staff is planning a 
grand opening ceremony for June. Jodi 
Schraufnagel is serving as interim bank 
manager. 
Phone:    564-4122 
Fax:       564-4123 

Bryn Mawr 
sewer project 
By Ernie Constantino 
Due to a sewer repair project, lane clo-
sures will occur at 1020 W. Bryn Mawr 
thru May 14, between 9am and 4pm. 
Parking will be stripped on both sides 
of the street thru the work zone. One 
lane of traffic will be maintained in 
each direction during working hours. 

ASCO news 
Senior citizen sewer bill rebate 

Only 537 senior citizens out of 6,000 
Sheridan Road residents applied for and 
received a $50 rebate from the City of 
Chicago for their sewer bill. All Malibu 
East unit owners who were 65 or older 
as of Jan. 1, 2004, and live here as their 
principal place of residence are eligible 
for the rebate. Contact the management 

office for instructions and a form to ap-
ply for the rebate. 

Bike The Drive moved to Memorial 
weekend 

The city will shut down the entire Lake 
Shore Drive from Hollywood to 55th 
Street to vehicular traffic from 5–
10:30am for the second annual Bike 
The Drive. 
Source: ASCO pass out 

Jodi Schraufnagel 
Interim bank manager 
An interview 
By Jack Winans 
Q. What is your past experience with 
First Commercial? 

A. Actually, I’ve been with First Com-
mercial only two months. However, I 
have a five-year banking background, 
and my last position was as bank man-
ager of another bank that was also very 
focused on the community they served. 

Q. What is the size of your staff at this 
branch? 

A. Right now, we have five employees 
but will eventually have a larger staff, 
probably eight or nine. We also can 
draw on tellers from other banks when 
needed on busy days. Also, our Mort-

gage Manager, Susan Sticklemaier, will 
be splitting her time between here and 
the Clark Street branch and other 
branches. 

Q. What would you say to those resi-
dents who have not yet opened an ac-
count? 

A. Come check us out. We have some 
very competitive interest rates, we have 
some great CD specials right now and 
we have fantastic customer service. The 
tellers as well as everyone else that I’ve 
worked with here, have been just fan-
tastic. I’m really happy to be part of the 
group right here and I think that if cus-
tomers will give us a chance that they 
will really be pleasantly surprised. We 
know our customers and we really try 
to go the extra mile. Stop by and come 
see us! 
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Reach 500 units here plus 42 association offices! 

 

LE SANCHE CARPET 
SERVICES 

III 
 

PROFESSIONAL STEAM CARPET CLEANING 
 

owned and operated by Malibu East resident 
 

NO EXTRA OR HIDDEN COSTS 
 

FOR SPOTTING AND DEODORIZATION 
 

PET PROBLEMS ARE OUR SPECIALTY 
 

(one pre-determined price means no surprises) 
 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR ESTIMATE 
 

773-907-9856 
 

or  Jlesanche@aol.com 

 

WE SELL HOMES JUST LIKE YOURS 
Specially tailored service 

to get you results!! 

BILL NAJDOWSKI 
Baird & Warner 
847-219-2761 
27 N. NW Highway 
Park Ridge  
Email: 
bill.najdowski@bairdwarner.com 

As an owner at the Malibu, I KNOW the value you 
place on your home. 
Call me for all your real estate needs. 

 

SPECIAL OF THE MONTH!! 
ELECTRIC 50 GALLON 

WATER HEATER 
INSTALLED FOR 

$495.00 
 

No other coupons valid with this offer 

AMERICAN EAGLE SERVICE CO.  
600 HARTREY AVE. 

EVANSTON, IL 60202 
PHONE 847-733-7223 

FAX 847-866-8667 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Cardiovascular Specialists 
Consultations and a full range of cardiac testing 

 

To schedule an appointment please call one of our convenient locations: 
 

4646 N. Marine Dr., 3rd Floor                      (773) 564-6060 
3118 N. Ashland Ave.                                   (773) 880-9722 
 

www.westsubcardiology.com 

MECA MARKETPLACE 
Advertisement design FREE! 
Clipart and layout included  

Malibu East Dialogue 
Malibu East Condo. Assn. 
6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Office  773-271-1732 
www.MalibuEast.org 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 
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Reach 500 units here plus 42 association offices! 
 

PHONE: (773) 275-0110                       HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 
 
 
 

DR. JACK P. HORBAL 
DENTIST 

 
 
 

CAPTAIN’S WALK 
6033 N. SHERIDAN RD. 

CHICAGO, IL 60660 

Malibu Convenient Food Mart 
6033 N. Sheridan in the Captain’s Walk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Delivery Call: 773-769-5440 

Stop in for 
coffee –  and. 

 
 

 Fresh pastries 
delivered daily 

Mon/Fri 
8 am to 9 pm 

Saturday 
8:30 am to 8 pm 

Sunday 
9 am to 5 pm 

MECA MARKETPLACE 
Advertisement design FREE! 
Clipart and layout included  

Malibu East Dialogue 
Malibu East Condo. Assn. 
6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Office  773-271-1732 
www.MalibuEast.org 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 

Sheridan Hair & Body Studio 
TOTAL BEAUTY CARE FOR THE FAMILY 

 

    HOURS:                                                                                
    Tuesday         9:30-5:00                    6033 N SHERIDAN RD 
    Wednesday    9:00-7:00                          CAPTAIN’S WALK 
    Thursday        9:30-6:00                        CHICAGO, IL 60660 
    Friday             9:00-7:00                                                         
    Saturday        8:00-5:00          TELEPHONE: (773) 561-6595 
    Sunday by appointment only                      (773) 561-6596 
 

    CLOSED MONDAY 

 

1106 West Granville 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 

 

Speak 773.274.7233 
www.BarkBarkClub.com 

 

Now offering 
Dog walking & 

Cat Sitting services 

Chestnut Cleaning Service 
312-332-5575 

• May we be your weekly, bi-monthly or monthly maid/
cleaning service? 

• Landlord and/or tenant move in and out cleaning. 
• Party-hosts: complete before and after party clean up. 

(We’ve cleaned the Windjammer Room) 
• We gladly clean for AIDS patients and other ill; also the 

mentally, physically and emotionally challenged. 
• We use our own cleaning supplies at no additional cost. 
• Excellent references in your building/neighborhood. 

 

We Cool the Heat – And Heat the Cool 
HEATCOOL SERVICE CO. 

Our 48th Year 
Heating and Air Conditioning 

(773) 539-5225 

 

Omnibus Services, Incorporated 
Omnibus Real Estate, Incorporated 

Sandy Chaet 
“A personal touch” 

 
Rentals 
Sales 

 
 
 

847/291-6664 (office) 
 

773/334-0993 (direct) 

OMNIBUS OMNIBUS OMNIBUS OMNIBUS 
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Reach 500 units here plus 42 association offices! 
 

Selling or Buying 
Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists 

 
Get your BEST VALUE through  
the Rogers Park/Edgewater Experts! 
• FREE Market Evaluation 
• FREE Advertising 
• We have Interested Buyers Now 

ü BUYING  
ü SELLING  
ü RENTING 

 
       773-334-0200 

 WAGNER REALTY SERVICES 
     www.HMWagnerRealty.com 

 
 

6033 N. Sheridan – Suite 9 ü Captain’s Walk Mall 

 

 
H 

M 

H 
 

Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

6148 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60659 
Business (773) 583-6500 
Home (773) 271-7649 
Cell (773) 520-1945 
Psmith4022@aol.com 
Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Sales participation as 
Selling Agent of unit 11H 

Listing Agent 
for the sale of unit 22L and 

12G pending as Selling Agent 

 

Please call for details 
on my new listings. 

Your neighbor, 
MOCKY SIRE 

Expect the best 
 

875 N. Michigan Av. Suite 3500 

312-867-8415 
773-334-8452 

Please call for details 
on my new listings: 

 

  6B $274,900 
  8B $262,000 
 22J $219,900 
  8K $242,000 
Total Gut, a-must-see! 

 

For Rent 
1 & 2 BRs 

 

Associated Financial Services Inc. 
 

“our principal interest is you. . .” 
 

For all your MORTGAGE needs. . . 
• Purchases 
• Refinancing 
• home equity 
• investment financing 

 
we offer competitive rates 

and creative programs 
 

GAIL SELTZER 
847-291-6580 

 

910 Skokie Blvd. Suite 114 
Northbrook IL 60062 

(a Malibu East resident & neighbor) 
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Your Malibu East 

Newsletter 

Malibu East Condominium Association 
6033 N Sheridan Road 
Chicago, IL 60660-3003 

The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Association (MECA) Dialogue is published by 
resident volunteers to promote communication among owners, residents, the Board 
of Directors, management and staff of Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North 
Sheridan Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the MECA Dialogue staff and contributors are their 
personal views and do not necessarily represent the views of the association or its 
Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the MECA Dialogue Committee are encouraged. Please be as succinct as 
possible. The MECA Dialogue staff reserves the right to edit letters to fit available 
space and to print only those with constructive content. Letters to the Committee 
may be left at the management office. 

Published monthly and distributed by the first of each month 

 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in whole or part any advertising printed in 
the Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate insert. The content of such 
advertising is the sole responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by the 
advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 
Association 

www.MalibuEast.org 
Marcel Molins, MECA President 

Chris Chiodo, Association Manager 
Carol Beatty, Chairman 

Communications Committee 
Larry Rosen – Webmaster 

 

 
Dialogue Committee 

Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 
Jack Winans, Editor 

Neil Warner, Asst. Editor 
Jackee Ames 

Grace Bergbom 
Norm Cratty 
Doris Hyman 

Betty & Ara Mayian 
Rose Wandel 

Debbie Warner 
Elaine Winans 


