
Holiday party 
By Sandy Chaet 
Our annual Holiday Party was a huge 
success due to the efforts of so many. 
Thanks to the Social Committee, the 
many residents who helped to serve, the 
residents who brought delicious food to 
share, and the people who just came to 
mingle with each other. Thanks to 
Chris, our manager, and our mainte-
nance staff for their efforts in making 
and maintaining our lobby, which is so 
beautifully decorated. 
Also, much appreciated are the dona-
tions from the following businesses. 
This also helps to make this party so 
special. Their generosity is very much 
appreciated. Please, the next time you 
visit, or order from them, say thank 
you! 
Barry's Spot — pizza 
769-2900, 5759 N. Broadway 
Grand China Express — crab Ran-
goon 
271-3010, 1129 W. Thorndale 
Gulliver's — pizza 
338-2166, 2727 W. Howard 
H.M. Wagner Realty — frango mints 
334-0200 Captain's Walk Mall 
Sheridan Hair & Body Studio —  
chicken salad & dessert tray 
561-6595, Captain's Walk Mall 
Tedino's — pizza 
275-7510, 5335 N. Sheridan Rd. 
Thai Grill — pot stickers 
274-7510, 1040 W. Granville 
Villa Palermo — pizza 
465-4800, 2154 W. Devon 
Wing Hoe — chicken wings 
275-4550, 5356 N. Sheridan Rd. 
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 MECA board meeting notes 
by Elaine Winans 

MECA board meeting 
Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2007 
 
Attendance: 12 board members, 2 man-
agement representatives and 5 residents 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Marcia Fishman 
Submission of minutes for approval 
Minutes of Nov. 27 meeting ap-
proved as submitted. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Neil Warner 

1) Financial statement 
Balance on hand, cash and reserves 
— $3,478,785.83 

2) Delinquency report 
Discussion of assessment delinquen-
cies. 
Total: $49,939 
Action taken on specific delinquen-
cies. 

3) Bank accounts 
Discussion of bank accounts and 
limits on accounts for security pur-
poses. 

4) Audit 
Discussion of assigning board con-
tact for audit of 2007 finances. Cop-
ies of the 2006 audit available in the 
management office for a $10 fee. 

5) Holiday fund 
(See article, pg. 16.) 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Rules and Regulations  

Cass Buscher 
No report. 

2) Floor Representatives 
Barbara Murphy 
No meeting 

3) Security 
Sandy Chaet 
No firm commitment of recommend-
ing a key fob for the exercise room 
and other special-use rooms. Sugges-
tion of taking an I.D. for a special 
room key. Suggestion of $50 charge 
for an unreturned key. Suggestion of 
having doorman countersigning the 

return of a key signature. Annual 
cost of replacing locks and keys be-
cause of unreturned keys is esti-
mated at $3,000. 

4) Social and Educational 
Sandy Chaet 
Both the holiday party and the Ha-
nukkah lighting were very success-
ful. The board gave Sandy a round 
of applause for her hard work. 

5) Commercial Property 
Marcel Molins 
Will report in closed session.We 
have prospects for several of the va-
cant units. 

6) Architecture & Aesthetics 
Steve Ransone 
We need volunteer judges for the 
Winter Door Decorating Contest. 

7) Garage 
Martina Molins 
Standard Parking report 
Shade Little, Mgr. 
Claims 
Approved: 0 
Denied: 2 
Pending: 0 
Total: 2 
Waiting lists 
Single self-park: 12 
Tandem self-park: 0 
Second car: 0 
Monthly parkers 
Single: 141 
Tandem: 39 
Valet: 321 
Preferred: 2 
Motorcycle: 1 
Engineer: NC 
Total: 504 
New monthlies: 8 
Cancellations: 7 
Upgrades 4 

8) Parents 
Marcia Fishman 
Will report in closed session. 

9) 9) Sports and Entertainment 
Neil Warner 
Yoga finished for the year. New 
class will start Jan.7; new members 
invited. (See article, pg. 16.) 
 

10) Finance & Insurance 
Neil Warner 
Planning for the 2007 audit. 

11) Long Range Plans & Special Pro-
jects 
Eleida Gomez 
Working on swimming pool repairs 
and maintenance project. An engi-
neer has done a study of the pools 
and the pool area. A vendor made 
recommendations for new Captain’s 
Walk carpet, but committee will get 
more bids and carpet samples. 
Discussion of the atrium work. Work 
was started in the fall with the ex-
pectation that it would be finished 
before winter, but unfortunately, the 
temperature dropped 30 degrees 
overnight and work had to be de-
layed twice. The work, with above-
freezing temperatures, could have 
been completed in a total of 10 days. 
The work had to be done due to 
structural inadequacies of the bricks 
and the drains in both east entrances. 

12) Communications 
Cass Buscher 
The Dialogue contributed $730 for 
the 2007 fiscal year. 

13) Building Maintenance & Services 
Steve Ransone 
Will do a hallway inspection. Have a 
three-month extension on the eleva-
tor contract. Still no progress on the 
covers for the residential floors’ ele-
vator lobby lighting. 

14) 14) TV 
Cass Buscher 
No resident volunteers yet for the 
Cable Committee. Still working on a 
TV questionnaire for residents. 
 

MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Items requiring immediate 
board action 
1) Approval of security system equip-

ment 
Still on hold pending specifications 
(to fit the space). 

2) Approval for payment of retainage 
of Garage Phase II-A 
Richard Strauss 

Please keep in mind that the meeting 
notes are not the official record of the 
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The 
official minutes are generally approved at 
the following meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 
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What’s happening 
around the building 
by Chris Chiodo, MECA Manager 

We have in hand the three guaran-
tees expected and the work is done 
and has been approved by the engi-
neer and me. 
Approved payment. 

Items requiring future board action 
1) New HVAC contract 

Steve Ransone 
Will discuss at a future meeting. 

2) Garage 2nd floor light proposals 
Richard Strauss 
Have a proposal that appears practi-
cal. 
Will be starting a $1 million dollar 
project in January. 

3) New elevator maintenance con-
tracts 
Steve Ransone 
Will make proposals in closed ses-
sion. 

Items not requiring board action 
1) Hallway remodeling project status 

Dean Lerner, Sudler 
We contacted carpet professionals, 
who provided some feedback con-
cerning our hallway carpet. 
An outside cleaning program was 
tested. 
Management wants any spills or 
spots on the hallway carpeting re-
ported. A rotating schedule of carpet 
cleaning, floor by floor, will be 
maintained and special attention will 
be taken, off schedule, to care for 
specific problems. 
Charges for cleaning the carpet have 
been assessed to unit owners in spe-
cific instance. 

2) Unit sales 
  34C $220,000 
  44K $250,000 

3) Garage construction project 
Richard Strauss 
Garage construction will start the 
first week in January and may be fin-
ished by April. 
Doing the balance of the first floor, 
the entire north side of the 2nd floor 
and the NE corner of the 3rd floor. 
All parkers will be valet and parkers 
may park outside the building during 
construction with no penalties. We 
will not be able to accept guest park-
ing. Try for guest space across the 
street and at Malibu. 
We will be working over the atrium 
and over the lobby. Canopies will be 
put in the lobby and the atrium for 

Assessments: Assessments are due by 
the first of each month. A late charge will 
be assessed for any delinquent account at 
the close of business on the 15th of each 
month. 
Please send remittance to: 
 Malibu East Condo Assoc. 
 % Sudler – 80 
 8401 Innovation Way 
 Chicago, IL 60682-8401 
The management office will not accept 
assessment checks. 
Parking garage repairs 2008: Everyone 
should have received a letter at your door 
informing you of the next phase of re-
pairs to the garage that will commence 
January 2, 2008. The work will include 
areas of the second floor directly over the 
lobby and the driveway atrium. We ex-
pect this work will continue into May of 
2008. Also, the board of directors has 
concluded that while the construction is 
going on, all cars in the garage will have 
to be valet-parked. Therefore, individual 
self-parking will have to be suspended 
during this phase. 

If you have not received a copy of the 
letter, please notify the management of-
fice and we will send it out to you. 

Hallway carpet, signing out keys & 
carts: This notice is to inform every resi-
dent that numerous units have been 
charged for carpet cleaning in the hall-
way if evidence showed that the dirt or 
stains came from your unit. Also, many 
units have been charged a return fee for 
not immediately returning keys & carts 
that were signed out. Please avoid these 
charges and take all precautions neces-
sary. 

Management office holiday hours: The 
management office will be closed New 
Year’s Day, January 1. The Management 
Office will be open Tuesday, December 
31, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Management office e-mail: For your 
convenience, if you need to contact the 
management office or the board of direc-
tors for any reason, you may e-mail your 
requests, concerns, problems, etc., to: 
malibueast@awb.us 

safety. The construction company 
will do its best to make the lobby 
area “livable” with partitions during 
construction. 

4) Laundry room update 
Dean Lerner 
Had an electrical contractor look at 
our situation. Additional switch 
boxes could be installed in the pre-
sent location. It could not be deter-
mined if more electrical capacity 
could be installed. Have asked that 
this be looked into. 
CoinMax has submitted a proposal 
to upgrade our laundry equipment. 
One of the proposals would involve 
running a gas line into the building. 
Will schedule tests on all machines 
to look at complaints of not enough 
hot water. 
$5,000 was approved for an electri-
cal study. Pursuant to a positive re-
port of this study, an additional 

$5,000, with the approval of the ex-
ecutive committee, is authorized to 
do whatever work is necessary to up-
grade our electrical service. 
 

OPEN FORUM 2 
Resident comments and questions: 
1) Price of monitors for the security 

system appears to be expensive. 
These are commercial- type quality. 

2) Any progress for cameras for the 
elevators? 
Waiting for a new elevator contract. 

3) Some of the elevators don’t level at 
the floors. 
Please report this immediately to 
the management office; don’t wait 
for a board meeting. 
 

The meeting ended at 10:40pm and went 
into closed session. 

mailto:malibueast@awb.us
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JANUARY HOLIDAYS 
January 1 
Secular: New Year’s Day 
Christian: Feast of the Circumcision 
Catholic Christian: Mary, Mother of 
God 
Orthodox Christian: Feast of St. Basil 
the Great 
Shinto: Gantan-sai (Oshogatsu or 
Shogatsu) New Years 
January 5 
Christian: Twelfth Night 
Sikh: Birthday of Guru Gobind Singh 
(Nanakshahi calendar) 
January 6 
Christian: Epiphany 
Christian Armenian Orthodox: 
Christmas Day 
Christian Orthodox: Theophany 
January 7 
Rastafari: Christmas Day (Ethiopian) 
Orthodox Christian: Christmas Day 
January 10 
Islam: Hijra - New Year 
January 13 
Christian: St. Hilary’s Day 
Christian: Baptism of the Lord 
January 14 
Sikh: Maghi 
Hindu: Makar Sankrant 
January 15 
Shinto: Seijin Shiki (Adults’ Day) 
January 18 
Christian: Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity (start) 
January 19 
Islam: Ashura 
January 21 
Bahai & Multifaith: World Religion 
Day 
Christian: St. Agnes 
January 22 
Jewish: Tu B’Shevat 
January 25 
Christian: St. Paul’s Day 

January 27 
Jewish & Multifaith: 
National Holocaust 
Memorial Day 
January 28 
Christian: St. Thomas 
Aquinas 
January 31 

Sikh: Birthday of Guru Har Rai 
(Nanakshahi calendar) 
 
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
BERGER PARK 
CULTURAL CENTER 

Computer class 
For seniors (60 & over) 
Fridays, 2–4pm FREE 
6205 N. Sheridan Rd.  
773-761-0376 

EDGEWATER 
BRANCH LIBRARY  

CAPS 24th Dist. Beat #2433 
Come meet our beat police. 
Wednesday, Jan. 2, 7pm 
(1st Wed. of every month) 
Saturday Book Club 
11am 1st Sat. of month 
1210 W. Elmdale 
312-744-0718 

NORTH LAKESIDE 
CULTURAL CENTER 

“The Man Who Came to Dinner” 
Thru Jan. 16 
8pm Fri. & Sat., 2pm Sun., $10/$12 
6219 N. Sheridan Rd.  
773-743-4477 
northlakesidecc.org/programs.htm 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 
ACTORS WORKSHOP 
THEATRE/REDTWIST THEATRE 

“Three Hotels” 
8pm Thu.–Sat., 3pm Sun., $20 - $30 
Thru Jan. 12 
1044 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-728-7529 
actorsworkshop.org 

BLACK ENSEMBLE THEATER 
“Sounds So Good” 
8pm Fri. & Sat., 3pm Sun., $40 
4520 N. Beacon 
773-769-4451 
blackensembletheater.org 

CITY LIT THEATRE 
“Twelfth Night” 
8pm Fri. & Sat., 3pm Sun., $25 
Begins Jan. 12 
1020 W. Bryn Mawr 

773-293-3682 
citylit.org 

PEGASUS PLAYERS 
22nd Annual Chicago Young 
Playwrights Festival 
8pm Fri. & Sat., 3pm Sun., $12 
1145 W. Wilson 
773-878-9761 
pegasusplayers.org 

PROFILES THEATRE 
“This Is How It Goes” 
8pm Thu.–Sat., 7pm Sun., $25/$30 
Begins Jan. 17 
4147 N. Broadway 
773-549-1815 
profilestheatre.org 

MECA EVENTS/MEETINGS 
Dialogue Committee meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 15 
7:30pm — Community Room 
Thursday Discussion Group 
Thursday Dec. 17 
2pm — Community Room 
MECA board meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 22  
7:30pm — Windjammer Room 

Leave event and meeting notices at the 
desk for the Dialogue. 

Picture(s) of the month 
Residents are encouraged to submit 
pictures they have taken of events taking 
place at Malibu East. Please forward the 
original digital files to the editor at: 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org  
along with information about the event, 
the date of the event, your name, unit and 
telephone numbers. If only prints are 
available, please leave them at the 
doorman’s station for the Dialogue 
editor, with the same information, and 
they will be returned after scanning. 

 Community 
Calendar 
by Miriam Romain 

mailto:Dialogue@MalibuEast.org
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Armory Park 
grand opening 
By Jack Winans 
Speaking at the podium to a crowd of a 
few hundred neighborhood guests, Park 
District Superintendent Timothy J. 
Mitchell proclaimed the re-opening of the 
Armory Park after extensive remodeling. 
Mitchell and several other politicians, 
including 48th Ald. Mary Ann Smith, 
Illinois Rep. Harry Osterman and U. S. 
Rep. Jan Schakowsky, were present to 
bask in the splendor of the rehabbed 
almost-nine-decades-old building, which 
was originally built as an amphitheater 
and has served as a skating rink, the 
home of the National Guard after WWI 
and, since 1972, served as a Chicago park 
under a 25-year lease. Edgewater 
community organizations pressed the 
Park District into purchasing the building 
in 1985. 

The grand-opening festival featured 
plenty of fun for the kids; an inflatable 
bouncer and slide and even gymnastics 
for toddlers were available. Tables were 
set up to help residents register for park 
programs; and other tables provided 
senior services information. 

A band and a chorus from Swift 
Elementary entertained the crowd and a 
color guard from Senn High School’s 
Naval Academy was present for the 
presentation of the colors and the singing 
of the national anthem. 

Rundown for years with a leaking roof, 
inadequate heating and cooling systems 
and a rotting infrastructure, the Park 
District finally invested in a three-year 
project that has turned the drafty, aging 
building into a modern, clean and bright 
first-class addition to the Park District 
and an incomparable resource for 
Edgewater residents. 

The first and second floors sport new, 
bright-patterned ceramic tile hallway 
floors and shiny new hardwood floors in 
meeting rooms. The upstairs kitchen 

sports all new appliances and counters. 
Strikingly detailed photos of the history 
of the armory adorn the walls. The first-
floor gymnasium now has a modern 
fitness center with 18 exercise machines 
and a complete assortment of exercise 
balls and free-weights. 

The building has a new HVAC system, 
and the entire building sparkles with new 
paint and repairs that make the old girl 
look young once again. The entrance is 
revamped with a wide-open reception 
center to welcome newcomers. 
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices! 
 

PHONE: (773) 275-0110 HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 
 
 
 

DR. JACK P. HORBAL 
DENTIST 

 
 
 

CAPTAIN’S WALK 
6033 N. SHERIDAN RD. 

CHICAGO, IL 60660 

Malibu Convenient Food Mart 
6033 N. Sheridan in the Captain’s Walk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 For Delivery Call: 773-769-5440 

Stop in for 
coffee –  and. 

 
 

 Fresh pastries 
delivered daily 

Mon/Fri 
8 am to 9 pm 

Saturday 
8:30 am to 8 pm 

Sunday 
9 am to 5 pm 

Sheridan Hair & Body Studio 
TOTAL BEAUTY CARE FOR THE FAMILY 

 

 HOURS:   
 Tuesday 9:30-5:00 6033 N SHERIDAN RD 
 Wednesday 9:00-7:00 CAPTAIN’S WALK 
 Thursday 9:30-6:00 CHICAGO, IL 60660 
 Friday 9:00-7:00  
 Saturday 8:00-5:00 TELEPHONE: (773) 561-6595 
 Sunday by appointment only (773) 561-6596 
 

 CLOSED MONDAY 

 

773 784 4024 
Serving 

Sheridan Road 

 

We Cool the Heat – And Heat the Cool 
Celebrating our 50th Year 

Heating and Air Conditioning 
since 1956 

(773) 539-5225 

MECA MARKETPLACE 
Your advertisement 

here — only $25 

Malibu East Dialogue 
Malibu East Condo. Assn. 
6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Dialogue 773-334-0680 
www.MalibuEast.org 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 

 

5943 N Broadway 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 

 

Speak 773.878-7233 
www.BarkBarkClub.com 

 

NOW OPEN! 
Doggy Daycare with over 4,000 sq. ft 

of indoor & outdoor fun. 
Crate Free boarding service. 

 

http://www.MalibuEast.org
mailto:Dialogue@MalibuEast.org
http://www.BarkBarkClub.com
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Invite yourself to 
Hema’s Kitchen 
and taste genuine flavors from an 
Indian home 
By Tracy Poyser 
If you want to feel like 
you’re part of an extended 
family going to your 
favorite aunt’s house for 
dinner, drive over to Devon and Oakley 
and look for a big, golden welcoming 
sign over a storefront just a few steps 
north of Devon. Our intrepid quartet of 
MECA dining adventurers  — Judy 
Barahal, Marcia Fishman, Savita 
Sawhney and yours truly — did just that. 
Savita comes from Chandigarh near New 
Delhi and wanted to show us what “real 
Indian home cooking” tastes like. The 
Channel 11 “Check Please” gang agrees 
with her — they rated it “Best Indian 
Food in Chicago.” We agree. 

Owner/chef Hema Potla, a native of 
Hyderabad close to the heart of India, is 
the life and soul of the place. To quote 
from her website, “I learned the art of 
cooking from my late husband Ln. Sam 
Potla who has been the source of my 
inspiration all throughout my life. In my 
Kitchen I cook food that I have known 
from my home town and from across the 
length and breadth of India too. It is a 
very special place from where you can be 
instantly transported thousand of miles 
back to India. You will love the exotic 
flavors and aromas that I bring out in my 
dishes from the various spices and herbs 
that I fresh roast and grind to suit your 
palette.” You can read all that and more 
on the website.  

There’s an open kitchen so you can see 
Hema and her daughter in action. The 2-
room dining space is cozy and clean, and 
the service is friendly and casual. With 
everything made fresh, don’t expect “fast 

Bhan, our friendly Hema waiter. 

food.” A short wait is worth it! 

Hema doesn’t have a tandoor oven. 
Tandoori-type menu items are oven-
roasted, and the breads are grilled. We 
had Paretha and Pulka (hand-rolled wheat 
breads grilled with butter and plain). 
They were just as good as the traditional 
Naan in our opinion, especially when 
dipped in soothing Raita – Yoghurt 
mixed with onions, tomatoes, cilantro, 
and delicate spices. 

For starters, we shared a bunch of 
Samosas — fresh, crisp and yummy with 
a capital “Y.” I tried to hold back so as 
not to spoil my appetite for the main 
courses, and sure could have eaten my fill 
of just those crunchy wonders. 

We relied on Savita to guide us through 
the rest of the menu and decided on three 
dishes to share. A couple were 
vegetarian: Matar Paner (green peas, 
potatoes, onions and fresh cheese in a 
rich tomato-based gravy), and Bhendi 
Masala (fresh okra and onions cooked 
with freshly roasted spices). For meatier 
fare, we had Murg Makhani (boneless 
tandoori chicken cooked with onions and 
tomatoes in a flavorful, thick gravy. I 
may have forgotten something – too busy 
to eat instead of taking notes for this 
review! We had to ask for more bread so 
we could sop up every drop of the sauces. 
You can ask your waiter to hold or go 
easy on the heat when it comes to spices 

because the hot dishes are REALLY hot 
— but they have amazing flavor, not just 
heat. Portions are just right — not huge, 
but we sure didn’t need dessert 
(especially after those Samosas). 

According to customer reviews on 
Metromix, other favorites are the Keema 
Samosa (flaky, crusty, spicy lamb inside), 
a unique Dal Palak (roasted lentils with 
spinach and lemon juice and seasoned 
with curry leaves, cumin, mustard seed, 
and garlic), Lamb Vindaloo, and Chana 
Murg (chicken with garbanzo). 

Do bring your own wine or a nice cold 
brew to balance those wonderful spices! 
We didn’t, but I found that my Mango 
Lassi – a “smoothie” mix of mango, milk, 
sugar and rose water — was just the right 
touch. 

Open seven days a week noon to 9:30pm. 
They don’t accept reservations and 
weekends are pretty busy, so we suggest 
opting for a weeknight. No valet parking, 
but it’s not too difficult to find a spot 
within easy walking distance on Oakley, 
either side of Devon. There are a couple 
of “evenings only” free lots nearby, and 
the 155 Devon bus stops at Oakley. 
Hema’s Kitchen 
12pm–11pm every day 
6406 N. Oakley Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60645 
(773) 338-1627 
http://www.hemaskitchen.net 

http://www.hemaskitchen.net
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2006 property tax bills 
By Director Martina Molins 
After  the tr iannual 
proper ty r evaluat ion 
notices came out in 2006, 
the board of directors 
retained in June of 2006 
the law firm of Worsek & 
Vihon, which specializes 
in real estate tax matters to 
pursue appropriate reductions in the 
newly raised assessed valuations for the 
residential units and the commercial unit 
in Malibu East. 

A few months later the firm advised that, 
upon review of 90 recent sales in Malibu 
East, the units in our building were 
generally still under-assessed. They 
thought, however, that the B and G tier 
units might be slightly over-assessed and 
that, based on a uniformity argument, 
some reductions could be obtained for 
these units without subjecting the under-
assessed units to possible increased 
assessments. The agreed-upon fee for the 
legal services to be rendered was 30 
percent of the first year’s tax savings, if 
any. 

As a result of its 
work, a letter 
from the Cook 
County Board of 
Review was 
received in April 
2007, advising 
that the Board of 
Review had 

reduced the 2006 valuations made by the 
Cook County Assessor for the B and G 
tier units and the commercial unit. The 
reductions for the residential units ranged 
from $2,992 to $3,853, which translates 
into savings ranging from $482 to $630 
in the property taxes for these units for 
the year 2006, for which the 2nd 
installment bills were received at the end 
of October. The legal fees of 30 percent 
of the first year’s (2006) tax savings will 
be charged to the B and G tier owners on 
their assessment bills in equal 
installments in January, February and 
March, 2008. The letter from the Cook 
County Board of Review and the 
computations of the legal fees for the 
individual units are available for review 
in the Malibu East management office. 

The board of directors received a number 
of complaints from unit owners who saw 
increases, often in excess of 50 percent, 
in their 2006 real estate tax bills. 
Unfortunately, a closer look at the tax 
bills shows that the property value 
printed on the top right side of the tax 
bill, upon which the assessed valuation is 
based, is substantially below the price at 
which similar units sold in recent years. 
For example, the property value for a 
particular one-bedroom unit is shown as 
$97,600 on the property tax bill when 
sales prices for one-bedroom units had 
been above $140,000 for some time. It is 
therefore not quite reasonable to argue 
that the units are overvalued for property 
tax purposes. 

The increase in the assessed valuation is 
further magnified by the fact that the 
amount shown on the bill for the first 
installment of the property taxes for a 
given year is always half of the prior 
year’s property tax while the second 
installment tax bill includes the increases 
for the full year. 

Another factor resulting in much higher 
property taxes for some owners is that the 
assessor’s office, unlike in prior years, 
paid attention to units that do not appear 
to be owner-occupied and therefore did 
not apply the home owner exemption, in 
particular where the address to which the 
property tax bills was sent is different 
from that of the unit for which the tax bill 
was issued. Only those owners who use 
the unit as their primary residence and 
who owned and occupied the unit on 
January 1 of the year for which the home 
owner exemption is claimed are entitled 
to the exemption. Also, some unit owners 
may not have received their home owners 
exemption forms, which are usually 
mailed out in spring each year, or they 
may have forgotten to mail them in. 

Homeowners who are entitled to the 
home owner exemption can claim the 
exemption retroactively for the current 
and the preceding 3 years by obtaining a 
Certificate of Error from the Cook 
County Assessor. Once the Certificate of 
Error has been approved, a refund can be 
issued. Homeowner application forms are 
available from the Cook County 
Assessor’s Office. 
Tel. 312-443-7550 or 
www.Cookcountyassessor.com 

Unit owners 65 years or older can apply 
for the senior citizen exemption if their 
unit is their primary residence and they 
owned and occupied their unit as of 
January 1. Those who receive their senior 
citizen exemption automatically qualify 
for  the homeowner exemption. 
Applications can be obtained from the 
Cook County Assessor’s Office. 

MECA garage 
rates 
Effective Jan. 1, 2008 
New monthly rates 
1st motorcycle  $65 
1st single self-parking 130 
1st tandem parking 118 
1st valet parking 107 
 
Monthly surcharges 

Preferred $32 
2nd vehicle 28 
3rd vehicle 32 
4th vehicle 80 
 

Guest parking rates 
Up to 2 hours $2 
2 to 4 hours 7 
4 to 6 hours 9 
6 to 12 hours 14 
12 to 24 hours 17 
Weekly 56 

Parking coupons 

$30 value for $25 
$60 value for $50 
Available in MECA office in $1, 
$2 and $5 denominations. 
NOTICE: There are no new third 
or fourth vehicles permitted if 
there is a waiting list for second 
vehicles.  
See our garage manager to sign up 
or to check the status of the 
waiting list or for any questions on 
the garage rates. 
 
Don’t forget, you must register 
your guests for garage parking 
privileges. 
 
Atrium parkers must register at the 
doorman’s station and are limited 

http://www.Cookcountyassessor.com
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Dear Etta Kitt, 
My neighbor put a mat 
in front of her door. It 
curls and makes the 
hallway look sloppy, 
but I said, live and let 
live. Now with winter 
and the sloppy weather here, she’s leaving 
boots, shoes and umbrellas out, also. It 
wouldn’t be so bad if they were there for a 
short time while they dried, but they stay 
there day after day. She is not very 
friendly, and I’m apprehensive about 
bringing my concerns to her attention. I 
know that the MECA Declaration 
prohibits personal items in the common-
area hallway, but I’m guilty also as I 
always hang a seasonal wreath on my 
door. What should I do? 

Signed, Miss Apprehensive 
 

Dear Miss Apprehensive, 
I can sympathize with your concerns 
about “bearding the 
lion in the den,” as 
unfortunately, like 
in all communities, 
we do have some 
people with rather 
vile dispositions. I 
also understand your concern about 
appearing equally guilty; however, this is 
where common sense comes into play. 
We need to be tolerant of the actions of 
our neighbors, but not to the extent where 
they diminish property values or 
compromise our safety. A wreath on a 
door is not a safety problem, but using 
one’s front door as a storage area for 
offensive or dirty items is not acceptable. 
The outside of your front door is part of 
your home also, and you have every right 
to complain to management when you 
feel offended. 

Any item left on the hallway floor, 
including a doormat, no matter how 
pleasing to the eye, is a safety concern as 
it can impede the safe access or exit of 
firemen or your neighbors in the event 
that a fire fills the hallway with smoke. It 
also interferes with the safety of vision-
impaired individuals. 

Once again, I urge you to use common 
sense and apply the Golden Rule. 

 

Balcony Man by Scott Virzi 

'Town Crier' 
announcements 

by Rodica Ilc 

 
We welcome all new residents to our building, including: 
 

  
  
  
 

If you have information concerning talented or famous 
MECA residents, please contact the Dialogue. 

 

Balcony Man by Scott Virzi 
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Hanukkah at Malibu East 
By Sandy Chaet 
On Tues. Dec. 4, 22 resi-
dents gathered in the lobby 
to light the first candle of 
Hanukkah. Each night after 
that, another candle was 
added until all eight were lit. Our first 
candle was lit after the blessing was 
sung. After that Ruth Hedvat Shorr, a 
Malibu East resident, played beautiful 
music on her recorder. Next we all en-
joyed potato latkes, apple sauce and 
wine. Thanks to chairpersons Ilse Siegler 
and Ruth-Betty Spilky for making the 
latkes and planning such a nice start to 
the holiday. 

Christmas tree disposal 
Any resident 
who needs to 
dispose of a 
C h r i s t m a s 
tree can do 
so by calling 
the manage-
ment office 
at 271-1732. 
The office 
will schedule an appointment to have the 
building staff come to your unit and take 
your tree down to the loading dock so 
that it can be removed from the property. 
If you are unable to call the management 
office, you may leave a note with the 
front desk, and the office staff will con-
tact you to schedule the removal of your 
tree. 

Please do not remove your Christmas tree 
by yourself because you may cause un-
necessary work for the building staff by 
leaving pine needles and tree branches in 
the hallways and elevators. 

Contact the management office for addi-
tional information. 

Lerner earns CPM 
A well-deserved 
con gra t ul a t i on 
goes out to Dean 
Lerner, MECA’s 
Sudler manage-
ment representa-
tive, for earning 
the coveted CPM 
(Certified Prop-
erty Manager) 
designation from 

IREM (Institute of Real Estate Manage-
ment). In addition to the CPM, Dean 
holds a masters degree (MBA) and a 
bachelor of science (B.S.) degree.  Dean 
is a Sudler Executive Vice President.  He 
is a licensed real estate agent and a li-
censed insurance producer. In addition, 
Dean has earned the 
PCAM (Professional 
Community Association 
Manager) Designation 
from the Community 
Associations Institute. 
Source: Sudler 

Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices! 

Dialogue reprints 
Reprints of Dialogue pages 
are available in color on photo 
paper at the price of $1 per 
page. Call or e-mail the editor 
with your requests. 

For reprints of back issues from January 
2000 to date, go to: 

www.MalibuEast.org/dialogue 

http://www.MalibuEast.org/dialogue
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Sixth annual winter 
door-decorating 
contest results 
By Jack Winans 
Our door-decorating contest took into 
account every decoration that was 
remotely a “winter holiday motif.” We 
did not consider spring, summer or fall 
decorations or anything that was placed 
on the floor. We also eliminated package 
bows and magazine cutouts. There were 
many decorations hanging that were 
interesting but not relevant to the holiday 
season. 

The decorations that were judged 
included wreaths made out of rope, 
twigs, dried flowers, evergreen and cloth. 
We found bows in every shape and size, 
with some hanging almost to the floor. 
Snowmen, stockings, Santas, calendars, 
horns, bells, dolls, pinecones and 
poinsettias were the elements of many 
decorations. 

Some units had multiple decorations, and 
some floors had none at all. Our cutoff 
date was noon Saturday, Dec. 22, three 
days before Christmas. Units decorated 
after this date may not have been judged. 
All judges asked to remain anonymous. 
 32M Grand Prize 
 8M First Prize 
 6K The largest decoration 
 38K Best “Spirit of Xmas” decoration 
 * Most colorful 
 22B Best calendar 
 7D TIE Best decorations made by 

children 
 22F TIE Best decorations made by 

children 
 39D Best crèche 
 35D Best Hanukkah decoration 
 * Best Kwanzaa decoration 
 36L Best Santa 
 36G Best stuffed stocking 
 13E Best traditional wreath 
 37M Best use of bells 
 26H Most unusual decoration 
 45W Floor with best end decoration 
  Honorable mentions: 
 40A, 34A, 4J, 42H 
 
The Dialogue extends its gratitude for the 
hard work of the special volunteer judge 
committee, headed by Steve Ransone. 
NOTE: Due to a lack of qualified 
entrants, two prizes* were not awarded. 

6K 7D 8M 

13E 22B 22F 

26H 32M 35D 

36G 36L 37M 

38K 39D 45W 
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices! 

A.A.Kaplan Enterprises. 
Energetic movers of real estate, 

professional real estate 
appraisers, mortgage brokers. 

Insurance producers: life, health, 
home, auto, business. 

Ph 773-715-6436 
 773-394-1070 
Fax: 773-394-1090 
  
E-mail: al@kaplanchicago.com 

We are working 
for your future  

 

Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business (773) 283-4600 
Home (773) 271-7649 
Cell (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 
Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Happy Holidays and a 
blessed New Year. 

Thank you for trusting me with 
your real estate needs. 

Percy Smith 

GET 
UPDATE 

Selling or Buying 
Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists 

Get your BEST VALUE through  
the Rogers Park/Edgewater Experts! 
• FREE Market Evaluation 
• FREE Advertising 
• We have Interested Buyers Now 

� BUYING  
� SELLING  
� RENTING 

         

 773-334-0200 
 WAGNER REALTY SERVICES 
        SheridanRoadCondos.com 
 

6033 N. Sheridan – Suite 9 � Captain’s Walk Mall 

If you are thinking of selling in the Spring 
please contact us for a 
Free Market Analysis 

Helen Wagner 

 

Dr. Curtis Day 
Dr. Steven Hettinger 

Chiropractic Physicians 

1480 W. Catalpa 
(Just east of 5500 N. Clark Street) 

(773) 275-7977 

Evening and Weekend 
Appointments Available 

Serving Our Community with Pride 

DUE 

 

Wishing all my friends and neighbors a 
healthy and prosperous NEW YEAR! 

Your Neighbor 
MOCKY SIRE, 

BAIRD&WARNER 
Mocky Sire 

Realtor 
 

Cell: 773-497-0404 
Fax: 773-334-8452 

mocky.sire@bairdwarner.com 
737 N. Michigan Avenue, #1800 

Chicago, IL 60611 

MARKET 
UPDATE 

 

 
FOR SALE 
(PER MLS) 

 
1-BR 

$184,900 
 
11 - 2-BRs 
$223,900 to 
$299,000 
 

   
A&B $799,000 

 

Has your insurance company advised 
you to "get your things appraised"?  
  
I can help you. I am a certified appraiser 
of residential contents. Call me if you 
have an item or roomful that you want 
appraised...for a will/trust, insurance, 
donation or any other purpose. 
  
I have 27 years of 
experience. 
I am a Malibu neighbor. 

Pamela Pierrepont Bardo 
Bardo Consulting Group, Inc. 

312-372-9216 

mailto:al@kaplanchicago.com
mailto:PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net
mailto:mocky.sire@bairdwarner.com
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6033 N
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C
hicago, IL 60660-3034 

The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium (MECA) Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote communication 
among owners, residents, the Board of Directors, 
management and staff of Malibu East Condominium, 6033 
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the MECA Dialogue staff 
and contributors are their personal views and do not 
necessarily represent the views of MECA or its Board of 
Directors and management. 

Letters to the MECA Dialogue Committee are encouraged. Its 
staff reserves the right to edit those letters which it sees fit to 
print and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at the 
management office. 

 

 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in whole or part 
any advertising printed in the Dialogue newsletter or included 
as a separate insert. The content of such advertising is the 
sole responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by the 
advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray the 
publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 
6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3033 

773-271-1732 
 

Marcel Molins, MECA President 
Chris Chiodo, Association Manager 

Cass Buscher, Chairman of 
Communications Committee 

Larry Rosen, Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 
Dialogue Committee 
Jack Winans, Editor 

Neil Warner, Asst. Editor 
Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor 

Jackee Ames 
Grace Bergbom 
Marie Joaillier 

Rodica Ilc 
Betty & Ara Mayian 

Tracy Poyser 
Miriam Romain 
Debbie Warner 
Elaine Winans 

Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 

Yoga class welcomes 
new members 
By Neil Warner 
The Monday night yoga class invites new 
members to join it when it begins a new 
class January 7. Taught by experienced 
yoga instructor Raquel Maldonado, the 
class will be held each Monday from 
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Windjammer 
Room through February 25, except for 
holidays — a total of six or seven ses-
sions. Beginners are welcome. 

If you would like to join the class, come 
to the January 7 session. Otherwise, the 
class will close, reopening to new mem-
bers in March. 

The cost of the class will be determined 
at the first session, depending on the 
number of participants, but should be no 
more than $70 for the entire six or seven 
sessions. Bring your checkbook and a 
yoga mat. 

Holiday fund down 
slightly 
By Neil Warner 
Approximately $29,000 was contributed 
to the 2007 Malibu East holiday fund by 
301 residents, non-resident owners and 
Captain’s Walk tenants prior to the dead-
line for distribution. The sum of contri-
butions received before the deadline was 
about $900 below the level of contribu-
tions in 2006, with slightly fewer contri-
butions. However, as usual, some late 
contributions were anticipated, and they 
will be carried over the 2008 holiday 
fund. The average contribution in 2007 
was $96, up marginally from 2006. 

Counting the carryover from last year’s 
fund, a total of $29,900 was distributed at 
the employees’ holiday party to 40 indi-
viduals, based on their length of service 
and salary. A 75% weighting is given to 
the employee’s length of service and 
25% to his salary in calculating the holi-
day bonus. 

http://www.MalibuEast.org
mailto:Dialogue@MalibuEast.org

