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 MECA board meeting notes 

by Elaine Winans 

Please keep in mind that the meeting 
notes are not the official record of the 
MECA Board of Directors meetings. The 
official minutes are generally approved at 
the following meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

Special Meeting of 
Voting Members 
Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2008 
Attendance: 2 management representa-
tives, 9 of 12 directors and 20 residents/
owners. 
Not present: Cass Buscher, Marcel 
Molins, Steve Ransone 
Presiding: Vice-President Richard 
Strauss 
 

1. Unit 18D right of first refusal 
discussion 
this is a unit owned and for sale for 
$168,000 in an “as is” condition by 
a bank due to a foreclosure. 
  Have the bank been paying as-
sessments? 
  They owe us $5,000 in assess-
ments 
  Would we be able to collect as-
sessment on sale? 
  Yes 
  What condition is the unit it? 
  In pretty good condition. 
  $10,000 would put it in good 
condition — new appliances, 
paint, etc. 
  Is this a really low price? 
  Yes, sub-par $20 to $50,000 
  Has it been assessed? No 
  Would we rent it? 
  That is an option if we were 
not able to sell it. 
  Does the board have an exclu-
sive agreement with a realtor. No. 
  Would buying this unit cause us 
to delay something in the 2009 
budget? No. 
  How does this affect more fore-
closures here. 
  Still depends on the sale price, 
if it is below what we consider too 
low. 
   

2. Vote 
Motion made and seconded to buy 
the unit at the stated price. 

3. Count of vote 
Motion carried unanimously. 

MECA board meeting 
Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2008 
8:10pm 
Attendance: 11 board members, 2 man-
agement representatives and 10 residents 
Not present: Cass Buscher 
Presiding:  President Molins 
OPEN FORUM 1 
Resident comments and questions: 
1) What is the progress on the racquet-

ball court? The HVAC is installed, 
but some floor repairs need to be 
done. 

2) Is there any news on the lakefront 
landfill issue? No action has been 
taken, but “Friends of the Parks” is 
still pushing this item. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Neil Warner 

3) Financial statement  
Balance on hand, cash and reserves 
$3,068,497.95 

4) Delinquencies 
$92,575.50 
$72,100 over 30 days 

5) Audit 
The audit is essentially completed 
and should be ready for mailing near 
the end of December. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Rules and Regulations  

Cass Buscher 
By Marcel Molins  
New Rules and Regulations booklets 
nearly ready to be printed and sent 
out to residents. 

2) Floor Representatives 
Greg Christiansen 
No report 

3) Security 
Sandy Chaet 
No report 

4) Social and Educational 
Sandy Chaet 
Party Dec. 17 in the lobby. The 
Easter egg hunt will be organized by 
the Social Committee. 

5) Commercial Property 
Avany Penaherrera 
No report 

6) Architecture & Aesthetics 

Steve Ransone 
No report 

7) ASCO report 
Sandy Chaet 
Recycling program in this building 
need to be updated. 

8) Garage 
Martina Molins 
(Jack: add Martina’s report here) 

9) Public & Community Affairs 
Sandy Chaet 
No report 

10) Pets 
Sandy Chaet 
No report 

11) Parents 
Marcia Fishman 
No report 

12) Sports and Entertainment 
Neil Warner 
Part of the north wall of the former 
Billiards Room has been replaced by 
a large window that will open up the 
new Fitness Room, which is sched-
uled for completion about March. 
Input from residents will be sought 
after the first of the year. A new 
yoga class will begin Jan. 5; new-
comers are welcome. 

13) Finance & Insurance 
Neil Warner 
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Home expenses 16 
Hustle Up the Hancock 16 
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What’s happening 
around the building 
by Chris Chiodo, MECA Manager 

Worker’s compensation insurance 
came in under budget. 

14) Long Range Plans & Special Pro-
jects 
Leon Le Roy 
Suggest new carpet for the mail-
room. 

15) Communications 
Cass Buscher 
By Neil Warner 
A profitable year for the Dialogue. 

16) Legal 
Cass Buscher 
No report 

17) Building Maintenance & Services 
Steve Ransone 
Chris Chiodo 
Started construction on the new Fit-
ness Room. Most of the former Bil-
liards Room paneling was saved. 

18) TV 
Cass Buscher 
No report 

19) Life Safety 
Sandy Chaet 
Working on a list of engineers and 
listing what can be done in-house. 

MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Chris Chiodo 
Items requiring immediate 
board action 
1) Approval of Golf Construction 2009 

invoices 
Richard Strauss 
Negotiated a decrease of $7,000 in a 
disputed Golf Construction invoice; 
in return we pay outstanding in-
voices by end of December. 
The city has rated our building safe 
and up to date with all mandated 
façade inspections. The next report 
is not due until January 2010. 
A letter will be sent to all residents 
concerning the upcoming garage 
repairs. All cars will be valet-parked, 
and no residents will be permitted 
inside the garage, except for the 
waiting room and car pickup area. 
A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to pay Golf $87,057.18. 

2) Right of first refusal concerning the 
sale of 18D 
Motion made, seconded and passed 
unanimously by the board to exer-
cise its right of first refusal concern-
ing the sale of 18D per the unani-
mous vote of the owners. 

3) Investment policy 
Neil Warner 

Parking garage repairs 2009: Everyone 
should have received a letter informing 
them of the next phase of the repairs to 
the garage that will commence January 5, 
2009. We expect this work will continue 
into April of 2009. Also, the board of di-
rectors has concluded that while the con-
struction is going on, all cars in the ga-
rage will have to be valet-parked. There-
fore, individual self-parking will have to 
be suspended during this phase. Your car 
will be retrieved by using the ticket num-
bering system. Everyone will need a 
numbered ticket before their car will be 
retrieved by a hiker in numerical order. 
No ticket, no car. No exceptions. 

If you need to retrieve something from 
your car, you must go to the garage 
lobby. Take a ticket, and when your 
number is called, a hiker will bring your 
car down to you. To ensure safety, any 
resident entering any area of the garage 
(other than the garage lobby), will be 
fined $100 for the first offense, $200 for 
the second offense, and in the case of a 
third offense, the resident will forfeit 
parking privileges for one year and be 
fined $300. 

It is imperative that single and tandem 
self-parkers bring down their keys to the 
hikers before January 5, even if they do 

not need to use their cars. This will allow 
staff to move vehicles to safe, non con-
struction areas. If there are no keys avail-
able, the garage staff will still have to 
move vehicles as needed. 

As of January 5, you will not have access 
to any part of the garage except the wait-
ing and pickup areas on the first floor. 
Your security access key (fob key) will 
no longer work on the second and third 
floors during the entire construction pro-
ject. 

Please pardon our dust during construc-
tion. Everyone will do what they can to 
eliminate dust in the garage and in the 
storage room. You may want to cover 
your personal belongings in your storage 
locker during construction. Management 
will have protective tarps available at a 
cost for your convenience. 

15-minute parking: The entire staff has 
been informed to enforce the 15-minute 
parking during the garage construction 
project. Once your 15 minutes are fin-
ished, any failure to remove your car 
from this area will result in your car be-
ing towed away at your expense. No ex-
ceptions. Lincoln Towing is on 24-hour 
call service and will be making more vis-
its to the building. 

Motion made that the board tempo-
rarily suspend its policy that a speci-
fied portion of reserve funds be 
maintained in U.S. treasury bills so 
that the funds can be invested in 
higher-yielding CDs. 

Items requiring future board action 
1) New HVAC contract 

No action. 
2) Captain’s Walk carpet 

Leon Le Roy 
Had a meeting with a new company 
and have samples to present to the 
board for the Captain’s Walk mall. 

Items not requiring board action 
1) Satellite TV status 

No report 
2) Façade ordinance repairs 

Reported above 

3) Garage construction project 
Reported above 

4) Laundry Room project 
No report 

5) Unit sales 
  31H $235,000 
  18D $168,000 
  (The board exercised its right of 
first refusal on the sale of 18D) 

6) Automatic doors 
The lower level automatic door has 
been removed, as it was impractical 
to upgrade this door due to our 
building’s negative air pressure. 
Still problems with the lobby auto-
matic door to the freight elevator. 
Still working on this. 

The meeting ended at 10:12pm and went 
into closed session. 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
 
EDGEWATER 
BRANCH LIBRARY 

CAPS 24th Dist. Beat #2433 
Come meet our beat police. 
Wednesday, Jan 3, 7pm 
Saturday Book Club 
11am 1st Sat. month 
1210 W. Elmdale 
312-744-0718 
tinyurl.com/5l55tl 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 
“Chicago and Lakefront 
Archeology” 
Scott Demel, PhD, Great Lakes 
Archaeologistm is speaker 
Sa, Jan. 24, 10am–noon at 
Edgewater Library 1210 W. Elmdale 
773-506-4849 
edgewaterhistory.org 

WHITE CRANE 
WELLNESS CENTER 

Adult day wellness programs for 60 
and over. Gentle yoga, tai chi, music 
exercise, socializing, lunch and 
snacks. Transportation provided 
within boundary area. 
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
whitecranewellness.org  

 
THEATER/SHOWINGS 
 
AMERICAN THEATER CO. 

“True West” 
Sam Shepard’s most produced play 
about two dysfunctional brothers. 
8pm Jan. 15–17, 29/30; 3pm Jan. 31 
“topdog/underdog” 
Suzan-Lori Parks’ Pulitzer Prize-
winning masterpiece about 2 
brothers. 
8pm Jan. 22–24, 31; 3pm Jan. 25 
1909 W. Byron 
773-929-1031 
atcweb.org 

NEO-FUTURARIUM THEATRE 
“Beer” 

10-year-old Boon sneaks 
into a brewery. The 
brewery comes alive. 
Through puppetry, song 
and stories, the story of 
the land of Beer is told. 
Jan. 29 thru Mar. 7, $13 
or less in cash. 
5153 N. Ashland Ave. 

773-275-5255 
neofuturists.org 

PROFILES THEATRE 
“Great Falls” 
A striking new two-character drama 
that sums up a lifetime of regret and 
offers an honest note of 
unselfishness! 
Thru Mar. 1, $25–$30 
8pm Th–Sa, 7pm Su 
4147 N. Broadway 
773-549-1815 
profilestheatre.org 

RAVEN THEATRE 
“Misamerica” 
Jan. 28 thru Mar. 27, $20–$25 
Su 3pm, Th–Sa 8pm 
Somewhere in the Mideast, in the 
near future, an entrepreneurial 
corporation is ready to tackle the 
next big market. “Misamerica” takes 
an unapologetic look at our 
country’s policies and priorities. 
6157 N. Clark 
773-338-2177 
raventheatre.com 

REDTWIST THEATRE 
“Marvin’s Room” 
A comedy about death and dying 
and a goofy and dazzling drama 
about the joys of love and living. 
Jan. 2 thru Jan. 31 
8pm Th–Sa, 3pm Su 
Th $22, Fr/Su $27, Sa $30 
Seniors/students $5 off 
1044 Bryn Mawr 
Chicago, IL 60660 
773-728-7529 
redtwist.org 

VICTORY GARDENS THEATER 
Main stage at the Biograph 
“Living Green” 
A modern-day homage to A Raisin 
in the Sun. What happened to our 
families as we “moved up” and fled 
the black communities that once 
nurtured us? By Gloria Bond Clunie 
Jan. 23 thru Mar. 1, $39–$48 
3pm Su, 10:30am & 7:30pm We 
7:30pm Th/Fr, 3pm & 7:30pm Sa 

2433 N. Lincoln Ave. 
773-871-3000 
victorygardens.org 

 
MECA EVENTS/MEETINGS 

MECA board meeting 
Wednesday, Jan. 21 
7:30pm — Windjammer Room 
Thursday afternoon 
discussion group 
Thursday, Jan. 15  
(every 3rd Thurs. of month) 
2:00pm — Community Room 
Dialogue Committee meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 27 
7:30pm — Community Room 
 

Leave event and meeting notices at the 
desk for the Dialogue. 
 
 
January holidays 

January 1 

Shinto: Oshogatsu (or Shogatsu) New 
Year 

Orthodox Christian: Feast of St. Basil 

January 2 

Pagan: Imbolc / Brigid’s Day 

January 5 

Sikh: Guru Gobind Singh’s Birthday 

January 6 

Jewish: 10th Tevet 

Christian: Epiphany / Three Kings Day 

January 7 

Muslim: Ashura 

January 11 

Buddhist: Mahayana New Year 

January 14 

Hindu: Makar Sankrant 

January 18 

Baha’i: World Religion Day 

January 19 

American: Martin Luther King Day 

January 26 

Baha’i: Intercalary Days 

Chinese New Year 

January 27 

Tibetan Losar New Year 

January 31 

Hindu: Vasant Panchami 

 Community 
Calendar 

by Betty Mayian 
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Winter wonderland at Malibu East 

JDT Medical Billing Sheridan Road entrance 

Fourth floor deck and gazebo Captain’s Walk mall decorations 

Lobby Hanukkah candles              Lobby poinsettias      Lobby Christmas tree 
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Exercise Room 
expansion 
By Steve Ransone 
Many of you may have 
noticed that there’s 
been some major con-
struction going on in 
the Billiard Room. 
We’re very excited to 
report that your board 
has heard your concerns and we’re going 
to switch the Exercise Room with the 
Billiard Room. The existing Billiard 
Room will offer much more space and a 
much better layout for the Exercise 
Room. 

We expect that by the end of March, the 
“new” Exercise Room will be ready for 
use and work will begin on converting 
the “old” Exercise Room to the Billiard 
Room. Already, contractors have re-
moved the outside wall, installed a new 
window system, and removed the wood 
panels. By creating a full window wall on 
the north end of the room, we’ll get a 
more open space with great views of the 
lake. We’re excited about this change 
and the value that it will add to the build-
ing. 

Check back periodically to see the 
changes as they happen. Thanks in ad-
vance for your patience with the con-
struction dust! 

Holiday fund  
by Neil Warner 
Contributions to the 
annual Malibu East 
Condominium Holi-
day Fund this year 
totaled just under 
$29,000, coming 
from 300 individuals 
and families repre-
senting 280 condo units in addition to 
non-resident owners and five Captain’s 
Walk businesses. 

Contributions were down less than 1%, 
averaging just under $100. Counting the 
carryover from last year’s fund, $29,500 
was distributed to our 42 building and 
garage employees, based upon length of 
service and salary, at the Dec. 23 holiday 
luncheon for employees.  

Contributions received after last year’s 
deadlines were rolled over into this 
year’s distribution, and funds received 
after this year’s deadline will be applied 
to the 2009 fund. 

The employees of MECA have asked the 
Holiday Fund Committee to thank the 
residents for their generous contributions. 
The building can be proud that the aver-
age tenure of our staff is close to 10 
years. 

Chanukah lighting 
By Sandy Chaet 
On Monday, Dec. 22, 17 
Malibu East residents 
gathered in the lobby to 
light the second candle 
of the holiday. Chanu-
kah is celebrated for 
eight days and each 
night another candle is lit. 

Ruth Hedvat Shorr led the group in the 
Chanukah blessing with the candle light-
ing and then songs of the holiday were 
sung. Ruth also played the recorder. 

After that, wine and potato latkes were 
served and enjoyed, thanks to Ilse Siegler 
and Ruth-Betty Spilky from the Social 
Committee. 

Ruth Shorr played the recorder 
and led the Chanukah blessing. 
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Restaurant review 
By Betty Mayian 
Zanzibar — 
Ice cream store 
with benefits 
We have been waiting 
well over a year for 
a n o t h e r  S w e e t 
Occasions ice cream 
store to move to the northwest corner of 
Bryn Mawr and Kenmore. The sign was 
up — “Opening Soon” — for almost that 
long. Speculation was that there was a 
problem with the city or with financing, 
etc. Well, the Clark Street store closed 
and then the sign came down on Bryn 
Mawr. What happened? The day we saw 
the OPEN FOR BUSINESS sign with the 
name Zanzibar, we really couldn’t 
understand. Now we know — the 
partnership with Sweet Occasions was 
dissolved, and one of the partners, John 
Richardson, opened on Bryn Mawr with 
many of the familiar items from Clark 
Street. He is partnered with the building 
owner where the store is located. We 
went right in and saw some familiar 
faces. 

It is a good-sized store and you walk in to 
face a case of breakfast muffins, 
croissants and scones. Further on is the 
ice cream from a small farm in 
Wisconsin. The specialty menu is on a 
chalkboard on the back wall. Coffee of 
several different varieties is listed. In the 
back is a case of cakes, cheesecakes, and 
other dessert items. Candies are displayed 
— in bar form or by the piece. 

They have sandwiches — hot panini 
served with choice of sides: potato salad, 
marinated mushroom salad, veggie sticks 
and chips of your choice. These large 
sandwiches can be split between two 
people if you are having ice cream. They 
cost $7.95 and are named after streets in 
Edgewater. The Thorndale turkey 
contains herb stuffing, cranberry relish 
and cream cheese. The Glendale is 
similar to the standard Reuben. The Bryn 
Mawr Mess has ham, corned beef, turkey, 
salami, Swiss, provolone, tomatoes and 
red onion. The Granville grilled cheese 
has Swiss, cheddar, havarti, tomatoes and 
pesto. The Kenmore has salami, ham and 
provolone, with red peppers, red onion, 
tomatoes, olive oil and spices. The 

Balmoral has roast beef, cheddar, Granny 
Smith apple, caramelized onions and 
horseradish mayo. The Ardmore is a 
veggie version with olives, tomatoes, red 
onion, artichoke hearts, red peppers, 
mozzarella and pesto. The Edgewater 
melt has your choice of tuna or chicken 
salad, melted Swiss or cheddar and mayo 
and tomato. 

The cold sandwiches, $6.95, include the 
Catalpa chicken Caesar sandwich, the 
Winthrop, the Ridge, the Broadway beef, 
the Sheridan, the Hollywood ham, the 
Berwyn and the Lakewood. The most 
unusual is the Winthrop, which has 
hummus, onion, red pepper, artichoke 
hearts, tomatoes, mixed greens, 
cucumbers on a banquette. The others are 
similar to the hot panini sandwiches 
listed above. 

The kid’s menu at $3.95 is served hot or 
cold and come with a juice box and 
veggie sticks or fruit of the day. It 
includes grilled cheese, PB & J or ham 
and cheese. 

Soups are a choice of jambalaya in a cup, 
$5.95, or bread bowl for $8.95; or a daily 
special cup for $4.50 or bread bowl for 
$5.95. The daily soup selections are 
Monday, fully loaded baked potato; 
Tuesday, chicken noodle; Wednesday, 
creamy broccoli & cheddar; Thursday, 
kickin’ crab & sweet corn chowder; 
Friday, fire roasted tomato. 

 

773-334-8302 
1036 W. Bryn Mawr 
Street parking 
8am–10pm Sat. 
8am–9pm Sun. 
7am–9pm Mon.–Fri. 

Seventh annual winter 
door-decorating 
contest results 
By Jack Winans 
Our door-decorating con-
test took into account 
every decoration that was remotely a 
“winter holiday motif.” We did not con-
sider spring, summer or fall decorations 
or anything that was placed on the floor. 
We also eliminated package bows and 
magazine cutouts. There were many 
decorations hanging that were interesting 
but not relevant to the holiday season. 

The decorations that were judged in-
cluded wreaths made out of rope, twigs, 
dried flowers, evergreen and cloth. We 
found bows in every shape and size, with 
some hanging almost to the floor. Snow-
men, stockings, Santas, calendars, horns, 
bells, dolls, pinecones and poinsettias 
were the elements of many decorations. 

Some units had multiple decorations, and 
some floors had none at all. Our cutoff 
date was noon Saturday, Dec. 22, three 
days before Christmas. Units decorated 
after this date may not have been judged. 
All judges asked to remain anonymous. 

 32M Grand Prize 
 32G Best “Spirit of Xmas” 
 36B Most colorful 
 31D Best calendar 
 35D Best children’s homemade 
 5E Best homemade 
 39D Best crèche 
 35D Best Hanukkah decoration 
 * Best Kwanzaa decoration 
 42K Best Santa 
 15G Best stocking 
 45W Best traditional wreath 
 24K Best use of bells 
 38K Most unusual  
Honorable mentions: 
 37D, 15J, 43B, 42H, 38K 
The Dialogue 
extends its grati-
tude for the hard 
work of the spe-
cial volunteer 
judge committee, 
headed by Steve 
Ransone. 
NOTE: Due to a 
lack of a qualified 
entrant, one prize* 
was not awarded. 

 

Winner 
Best 

Decorated 

2008 Winter Door 
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32M Grand Prize 32G Spirit of Christmas 36B Most Colorful 31D Best Calendar 

35D Children’s & Hanukkah 5E Best Homemade 39D Best Crèche 42K Best Santa 

15G Best Stocking 45W Best Traditional 
Wreath 

24K Best Use of Bells 38K Most Unusual &  
Honorable Mention 

37D Honorable Mention 15J Honorable Mention 43B Honorable Mention 42H Honorable Mention 
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MECA garage rates 
Effective Jan. 1, 2009 
New monthly rates 
1st motorcycle  $69 
1st single self-parking 137 
1st tandem parking 124 
1st valet parking 113 
 

Monthly surcharges 
Preferred $32 
2nd vehicle 28 
3rd vehicle 32 
4th vehicle 80 
 

Guest parking rates 
Up to 2 hours $2 
2 to 4 hours 7 
4 to 6 hours 9 
6 to 12 hours 14 
12 to 24 hours 17 
Weekly 56 
Parking coupons 
$30 value for $25 
$60 value for $50 
Available in MECA office in $1, $2 and 
$5 denominations. 

NOTICE: There are no new third or 
fourth vehicles permitted if there is a 
waiting list for second vehicles.  

See our garage manager to sign up or to 
check the status of the waiting list or for 
any questions on the garage rates. 

Don’t forget, you must register your 
guests for garage parking privileges. 

Atrium parkers must register at the 
doorman’s station and are limited to 15 
minutes. Violators will be towed. 

While the garage construction is going 
on, all cars in the garage will have to be 
valet-parked. Therefore, individual self-
parking will have to be suspended during 
this phase. Your car will be retrieved by 
using the ticket numbering system. 
Everyone will need a numbered ticket 
before your car will be retrieved by a 
hiker in numerical order. No ticket, no 
car. No exceptions. 

To ensure safety, any resident entering 
any area of the garage (other than the 
garage lobby and pickup area), will be 
fined $100 for the first offense, $200 for 
the second offense; and in the case of a 
third offense, the resident will forfeit 
parking privileges for one year and be 
fined $300. 

December events 
By Sandy Chaet 
Our annual Holiday Party on Dec. 17 was 
a huge success due to the efforts of so 
many. Thanks to the Social Committee 
members Grace Bergbom, Aida Cal-
vopina, Jovita Duran, Betty and Ara 
Mayian, Marissa Michaels, Barbara Mur-
phy, and Ruth-Betty Spilky, as well as 
Leon Le Roy and Jackie Ames and Rich-
ard Strauss for help in serving. Thanks to 
the office, Chris and Rodica, and our 
maintenance staff for their efforts in help-
ing with the preparation for the party. 
The food was delicious and plentiful. 
Many commented to me on the good va-
riety. Our residents seemed to enjoy the 
friendly atmosphere of mingling with 
each other. 

Along with the planned refreshments 
from the Social Committee, the donations 
from the following places are very appre-
ciated. This helps make this party so spe-
cial. Their generosity is very much appre-
ciated. Please, next time you visit, or or-
der from them, say thank you! 

Calo’s Ristorante 
pizza 
5343 N. Clark 
271-7782 
Mei Shung Restaurant 
spicy basil chicken 
5511 N. Broadway 
728-5778 
Tedino’s Pizzeria & Restaurant 
pizza 
5335 N. Sheridan 
275-8100 
Thai Grill & Noodle Bar 
pot stickers 
1040 W. Granville 
274-7510 
Villa Palermo 
pizza 
2154 W. Devon 
465-5400 
Wing Hoe Restaurant 
chicken wings 
5356 N. Sheridan 
275-4550 
From the Captain’s Walk Mall: 
H. M. Wagner 
Frango mints 
334-0200 
Sheridan Hair & Body Studio 
dessert tray 
561-6595 

Employee party 
By Sandy Chaet 
On Dec. 23, the 
Malibu East em-
ployees had their 
staff holiday party. 
Vice president 
Richard Strauss, on 
behalf of Malibu 
East  residents , 
thanked the employ-
ees for their work efforts. The checks, 
along with the list of names of contribu-
tors, from the Holiday Fund were distrib-
uted. Also four employees were espe-
cially honored. For 10 years of service 
Recep Gunen (garage), Victor Noriega 
(maintenance), and Fernando Romero 
(maintenance) were given letters of rec-
ognition. Along with a letter of recogni-
tion, Lou Colletti (head janitor) was hon-
ored for 25 years of service to our build-
ing. He was also given a plaque and a gift 
card. Thanks to all of our employees! 

VP Strauss honoring Colletti for 25 
years of service to Malibu East. 

41 MECA and garage employees 
were invited to the annual luncheon. 
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The source of the graphics is constantly 
being updated, especially with new 3-D 
pictures. Amazingly you can visit the 
Grand Canyon or the Chicago Loop in all 
its majestic 3-D visualization. When 
planning a trip, you can fly along the ac-
tual streets and houses and “see” the 
route. 

You can “tag” locations for instant return 
and insert comments. The free version 
has all the bells and whistles any regular 
user could want, but there are two paid 
versions, Google Earth Plus at $20 per 
year with additional features and a com-
mercial version at $400. 

Although the program is exceedingly 
intuitive, it does come with an excellent 
tutorial and help section, including audio 
videos for those without pre-teens in the 
household. 

The Geek Corner 
Google Earth 
By Jack Winans 
Google Earth is a global map program 
available as a free download from 
earth.google.com. It allows you to see a 
bird’s-eye view of any location on Earth 
with resolution varying from 15 meters to 
15 cm (six inches) depending on interest, 
popularity and availability. You can “fly” 
to any location by inputting an address or 
using your mouse to move to a location. 

Global Earth is spliced together with in-
formation from aerial photography, satel-
lite imagery, NASA radar topography, 
three-dimensional Geospatial data and 
volunteer-provided three-dimensional 
renderings. 3-D viewing is also available 
at street level. 

Magazine covers local 
issues 
Condominium Advisory Council 

The October issue of Condo Lifestyles 
(available in the management office, page 
32) covered the second public hearing of 
the Condominium Advisory Council 
(CAC) that was held locally at the St. 
Andrew Greek Orthodox Church. Many 
representatives of Sheridan Road condo-
miniums were present to testify before 
the council, including Belle Mest of 

Malibu and our own Sandy Chaet of 
Malibu East. Chaet agreed with previous 
speakers on stopping any legislation that 
would put further financial hardships on 
condominiums. Chaet also asked for a 
provision to gain entry to units in per-
ceived emergencies of residents with 
health problems. 
Association legislation 

President  Sheli 
Lulkin of the Asso-
ciation of Sheridan 
Road Condo/Co-Op 
Owners (ASCO) was 
the author of a page 
37 article on pending 
condominium asso-
ciation legislation. 

Her main concerns, and those of MECA, 
are Senate Bill 2128 (HB4516), which 
would license property managers, and 
HB5189, which would force “no rental” 
condo associations to rent out units. Both 
bills could impose additional financial 
stress on associations and member own-
ers. 

     Belle Mest               Sandy Chaet 

     Sheli Lulkin 

Malibu East Condominium from space 

little ones are killed at Christmastime by 
taking just the slightest nibble from a 
poinsettia plant.  

Scary stuff. Luckily for us, it’s not true. 
It’s a persistent myth though, and it 
seems to have arisen from a long-ago 
death of a child, having been attributed to 
the wrong cause. 

Source: http://www.snopes2.com 

Poinsettia hoax 
Claim: Poinsettia plants are poisonous 

to humans.  
Status: False.  
Origins: Have you ever read a warning 

like the following?  

Don’t ever let your kids eat the poinset-
tias! They are deadly poisonous, and 
every year several poor unsuspecting 
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Balcony Man by Scott Virzi 

'Town Crier' 
announcements 

by Rodica Ilc 

We welcome all new residents to our building, 
including: 
 

  
  
  
  

 
If you have information concerning talented or famous 
MECA residents, please contact the Dialogue. 

Balcony Man by Scott Virzi 

Dear Etta Kitt, 
My neighbor put a 
mat in front of her 
door. It curls and 
makes the hallway 
look sloppy, but I 
said, live and let live. 
Now with winter and 
the sloppy weather 
here, she’s leaving boots, shoes and 
umbrellas out, also. It wouldn’t be so bad 
if they were there for a short time while 
they dried, but they stay there day after 
day. She is not very friendly, and I’m 
apprehensive about bringing my concerns 
to her attention. I know that the MECA 
Declaration prohibits personal items in 

the common-
area hallway, 
but I’m guilty 
also as I always 
hang a seasonal 
wreath on my 
door.  What 
should I do? 

Miss Apprehensive, 
 

Miss Apprehensive, 
I can sympathize with your concerns 
about “bearding the lion in the den,” as 
unfortunately, like in all communities, we 
do have some people with rather vile 
dispositions. I also understand your 
concern about appearing equally guilty; 
however, this is where common sense 
comes into play. We need to be tolerant 
of the actions of our neighbors, but not to 
the extent where they diminish property 
values or compromise our safety. A 
wreath on a door is not a safety problem, 
but using the common-area hallway next 
to one’s front door as a storage area for 
offensive or dirty items is not acceptable. 
The hallway is part of your home also, 
and you have every right to complain to 
management when you feel offended. 

Any item left on the hallway floor, 
including a doormat, no matter how 
pleasing to the eye, is a safety concern as 
it can impede the safe access or exit of 
firemen or your neighbors in the event 
that a fire fills the hallway with smoke. It 
also interferes with the safety of vision-
impaired individuals. 

Once again, I urge you to use common 
sense and apply the Golden Rule. 
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Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices! 

Sheridan Hair & Body Studio 
TOTAL BEAUTY CARE FOR THE FAMILY 

 

 HOURS:   
 Tuesday 9:30-5:00 6033 N SHERIDAN RD 
 Wednesday 9:00-7:00 CAPTAIN’S WALK 
 Thursday 9:30-6:00 CHICAGO, IL 60660 
 Friday 9:00-7:00  
 Saturday 8:00-5:00 TELEPHONE: (773) 561-6595 
 Sunday by appointment only (773) 561-6596 
 

 CLOSED MONDAY 

 

773 784 4024 
Serving 

Sheridan Road 

 

PHONE: (773) 275-0110 HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 
 
 
 

DR. JACK P. HORBAL 
DENTIST 

 
 
 

CAPTAIN’S WALK 
6033 N. SHERIDAN RD. 

CHICAGO, IL 60660 

 

We Cool the Heat And Heat the Cool 

Serving Chicago over 50 years  
Full service, sales and 
installation of all brands 

(773) 539-5225 
  ask for Brenda or Valerie 

Save $20 
This ad 

Malibu Convenient Food Mart 
6033 N. Sheridan in the Captain’s Walk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Delivery Call: 773-769-5440 

Stop in for 
coffee –  and. 

 
 

 Fresh pastries 
delivered daily 

Mon/Fri 
8 am to 9 pm 

Saturday 
8:30 am to 8 pm 

Sunday 
9 am to 5 pm 

 

Crate Free boarding service 
 

Doggy Daycare with over 4,000 sq. ft 
of indoor & outdoor fun. 

 

5943 N Broadway 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 

www.BarkBarkClub.com 
 

Grooming — 773.878.7233 
Daycare/boarding — 773.989.8807 

PAID 
 

Has your insurance company advised 
you to "get your things appraised"?  
  
I can help you. I am a certified appraiser 
of residential contents. Call me if you 
have an item or roomful that you want 
appraised...for a will/trust, insurance, 
donation or any other purpose. 
  
I have 27 years of 
experience. 
I am a Malibu neighbor. 

Pamela Pierrepont Bardo 
Bardo Consulting Group, Inc. 

312-372-9216 

MECA MARKETPLACE 

Your advertisement 
here — only $25 

Malibu East Dialogue 
Malibu East Condo. Assn. 
6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Dialogue 773-334-0680 
www.MalibuEast.org 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 
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Sheridan Road 
Part 2 in a series about 
Sheridan Road 
A tour up Sheridan Road 
By Jack Winans 
Starting 

Sheridan Road is a major north-south 
thoroughfare that starts at 400 W. 
Diversey Parkway (2800 North). On the 
west corner sits the Stone Medical 
building and on the east are the two 
towers of the 1957 Mies van der Rohe-
designed Commonwealth Plaza Condos. 

South of W. Diversey Parkway, Sheridan 
Road ends and traffic going south splits 
into N. Cannon Drive through the park 
and N. Lakeview Avenue to the west of 
the park. 

Sheridan Road goes north to above W. 
Belmont Avenue where it runs out of 
steam and turns into Marine Drive It 
doesn’t appear until a block before W. 
Irving Park Road at Byron where it 
becomes West Sheridan Road until it 
turns north again at Sheffield. What 
should be Sheridan Road going south at 
this point is Sheffield, which runs along 

the east side of Wrigley Field. If you’re 
confused now, it gets worse way up 
north. When Sheridan Road was first 
conceived, it followed natural contours 
and old Indian trails. 

The major feature of Sheridan Road on 
the North Side is the “Sheridan Road 
Condo Canyon,” an avenue bordered by 
hi-rises on both sides extending on the 
south from W. Berwyn Avenue to Devon 
on the north. This is one of the most 
densely populated residential areas in 
Chicago and is represented in part by the 
Association of Sheridan Road Condo/Co-
Op Owners (ASCO), a volunteer 
organization that has become a power 
player in Illinois condominium 
legislation. The canyon has become a 
playground for sparrow hawks and 
peregrine falcons that nest on the 
artificial cliffs and feed on pigeons. 

Loyola University 

Loyola University Chicago, a private co-
educational Jesuit university, was 
established here in 1870 as Saint Ignatius 
College. Its current enrollment is more 
than 15,500 students. The Lakeshore 
Campus was the 1989 shooting location 
for the motion picture “Flatliners.” The 
location crew installed special-effects 

lamps along the campus lakeshore path. 
Edgewater residents flocked to the site to 
get a glimpse of Kiefer Sutherland, Julia 
Roberts and Kevin Bacon. 

Currently Loyola is the unfortunate 
source of many of the Sheridan sidewalk 
bicyclists; each new crop of students has 

to be taught by stiff fines not to use the 
sidewalk. Because of the proximity and 
line of sight, bell ringing and loud music 
from speakers and events on the athletic 
field can be disruptive during the 
evening. 

Fortunately, Loyola strives to be a good 
neighbor and is active in community 
security and development. 

Next time, we’ll extend our tour into 
Evanston. 

Christmas tree disposal 
Any resident who needs to dispose of a 
Christmas tree can do so by calling the 
management office at 271-1732. The 
office will schedule an appointment to 
have the building staff come to your unit 
and take your tree down to the loading 
dock so that it can be removed from the 
property. If you are unable to call the 
management office, you may leave a note 
with the front desk, and the office staff 
will contact you to schedule the removal 
of your tree. 

Please do not remove your Christmas tree 
by yourself because you may cause 
unnecessary work for the building staff 
by leaving pine needles and tree branches 
in the hallways and elevators. 

Dialogue reprints 
Reprints of Dialogue 
pages are available in 
color on photo paper at 
the price of $1 per page. 
Call or e-mail the editor 
with your requests. 

For reprints of back 
issues from January 2000 to date, go to: 

www.MalibuEast.org/dialogue 
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Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business (773) 283-4600 
Home (773) 271-7649 
Cell (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 
Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Active listings for sale 
23B and 12E 

Active listings for rent 
22D and 6B 

Happy New Year! 

Reach 500 units here plus 50 condominium offices! 

A.A.Kaplan Enterprises. 
Energetic movers of real estate, 

professional real estate 
appraisers, mortgage brokers. 

Insurance producers: life, health, 
home, auto, business. 

Ph 773-715-6436 
 773-394-1070 
Fax: 773-394-1090 
  
E-mail: al@kaplanchicago.com 

We are working 
for your future  

GET 
UPDATE 

Selling or Buying 
Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists 

Get your BEST VALUE through  
the Rogers Park/Edgewater Experts! 

• FREE Market Evaluation 

• FREE Advertising 

• We have Interested Buyers Now 

 BUYING  
 SELLING  
 RENTING 

        

 773-334-0200 
 WAGNER REALTY SERVICES 
        SheridanRoadCondos.com 
 

6033 N. Sheridan – Suite 9  Captain’s Walk Mall 

Ask for a 
FREE MARKET EVALUATION 

Happy New Year! 

Helen Wagner 

 

George Barhoumeh 
Realtor Associate 

Business 312.751.9100 
Direct 312.440.7515 

Cell 773.716.6956 
Fax 312.751.9293 

George.Barhoumeh@cbexchange.com 
www.ColdwellBankerOnline.com 

875 North Michigan Avenue 
Suite 2000 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

 

Omnibus Services, Incorporated 
Omnibus Real Estate, Incorporated 

Sandy Chaet 
“A personal touch” 

Happy 
Holidays! 

OMNIBUS OMNIBUS OMNIBUS OMNIBUS 

 Malibu East Condominium  
6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago, IL 60660-3003 

 

Chris Chiodo, Property Manager 
 Phone: 773-271-1732 
 Fax: 773-271-1743 

 

Published monthly. 
Distributed by the first of each month. 

 

Advertisements paid in full 
by the 15th of the month 

will appear in the next monthly issue. 
 

Rates subject to change without notice. 

Monthly Rates 
Eighth Page $25 
(business card size) 
Quarter page $50 
Half page $75 
Full page $100 
Centerfold $250 

 

Please make checks 
payable to MECA 

DUE 

 

Wishing all my friends and neighbors a 
Happy and Healthy New Year 

MOCKY SIRE 

BAIRD&WARNER 
Mocky Sire 

Realtor 
 

Cell: 773-497-0404 
Fax: 773-334-8452 

mocky.sire@bairdwarner.com 
737 N. Michigan Avenue, #1800 

Chicago, IL 60611 

CURRENTLY 
FOR SALE 
(PER MLS) 

 

 

1–1BR 
$184,999 
 

 
11–2BRs 
$194,900 to 
$299,000 
 

 
1–3BR 

$459,000 
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 Malibu East 
Condominium 
6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3033 

773-271-1732 
 

Marcel Molins, MECA President 
Chris Chiodo, Association Manager 

Cass Buscher, Chairman of 
Communications Committee 

Larry Rosen, Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 
Dialogue Committee 
Jack Winans, Editor 

773-334-0680 
Neil Warner, Asst. Editor 

Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor 
Jackee Ames 

Grace Bergbom 
Marie Joaillier 

Rodica Ilc 
Betty & Ara Mayian 

Tracy Poyser 
Miriam Romain 
Debbie Warner 
Elaine Winans 

Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 

The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium (MECA) Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote communication 
among owners, residents, the Board of Directors, 
management and staff of Malibu East Condominium, 6033 
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the MECA Dialogue staff 
and contributors are their personal views and do not 
necessarily represent the views of MECA or its Board of 
Directors and management. 

Letters to the MECA Dialogue Committee are encouraged. Its 
staff reserves the right to edit those letters which it sees fit to 
print and to print only those with constructive content.  

Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at the 
management office. 

 

 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in whole or part 
any advertising printed in the Dialogue newsletter or included 
as a separate insert. The content of such advertising is the 
sole responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by the 
advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray the 
publication cost of the Dialogue. 

 Calling all stair climbers 
By Thomas C. Vaughan 
Many in the building 
walk up MECA’s 
stairs for exercise, and 
some will be doing the 
“Hustle Up the Han-
cock” on Sunday, Feb. 
22. The writer will be a 
participant this year 
along with returning competitor Melodie 
Garcia and will be writing a report for the 
Dialogue for March’s edition. As of this 
writing, a few spots were still available 
for the half-climb segment (52 stories) 
sponsored by the Respiratory Health As-
sociation of Metropolitan Chicago. You 
can easily link to registration by search-
ing their Hustle Up the Hancock site. 
Also leave a message for me with the 
doorman and I’ll be sure to include re-
sults for all MECA climbers. 

Where do your $$$s go? 
Recession, rising heating and food costs 
and other myriad financial stresses in 
these hard times can be numbing, espe-
cially to our residents who are on a fixed 
income. Winter cold has come early this 
year — my latest heat bill seems inordi-
nately high, although our electronic ther-
mostat is set at a moderate 71° during the 
day and 68° at night. 

During some past frigid winters, we have 
taped plastic storm window kits over the 
living room windows. Seemed to help, 
but messy, blocked the view, and not 
wise at my age to be climbing ladders. 
We had our windows resealed two years 
ago and that seemed to help some. New 
thermopane doors would probably reduce 
heat bills greatly — but that would have 
to be a special building project. 

The Dialogue is interested in your views, 
your ideas, your tips and tricks for saving 
money during these hard times. Please 
send them to the editor: 

Jack Winans 39F or 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 


