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Leon LeRoy: Reflections on a life well-lived
By Tracy Poyser
There’s
something
special about our intergenerational community that
invites sharing. So, when
our neighbor Leon LeRoy celebrated his
95th birthday in December, we asked him
for a glimpse into his long, remarkable
life. No, he’s not a celebrity, but a man of
quiet dignity, elegance and grace who
defied many obstacles with resilience,
hard work, perseverance and faith. You’ll
recognize him from this photo – always
impeccably dressed, whether in casual or
formal wear, with a smile for everyone.
“I love people, and all my jobs were
connected with people,” he said.
Leon was born in 1923 in Vicksburg,
Miss. His father was only 39 when he
died in 1939, leaving his mother to raise
their four children alone. In 1940, she
moved the family to St. Louis. She worked
hard all her life but never remarried.
Before Leon finished high school in 1942,
his mother had taught him to drive her
truck. He left for Chicago immediately
after graduation, where he knew just one
friend, who helped him get settled. He
was determined to work hard, but... “The
only well-paying jobs for blacks at the
time were with the police, the Postal
Service and public transportation. I
applied for the police but wasn’t tall
enough,” he explained.
For 5-6 years, he worked three jobs a
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day.
“I became a hairdresser and was a
salon owner at 76 E. Garfield, with five
women working for me while I worked
part-time,” he recalled. “Starting in 1948,
I also drove a streetcar as a motorman for
what was (previously) called the Chicago
Surface Lines, and as a driver when it
converted to buses only – today’s CTA. I
worked there for 34 years and I was
among the first blacks they took on. And,
I worked at Beverly Bank as a bank
teller.”

His workday meant getting up at
4 a.m., driving the streetcar or bus until
around 8 a.m., then working in his salon
until 2 p.m., and on to his teller job from
3-6 p.m. “I also took a course in interior
design at the Harrington College of
Design. And, I worked at Cage and
Calahan funeral homes and the Unity
Funeral Parlors as a limo driver. At Cage,
I also assisted the funeral director for
about 10 years – and was glad for the
experience.”
He certainly lived the motto that hard
work doesn’t kill you.
Leon met his beloved Wilhelmina as a
neighbor. They began talking and
realized they shared the same challenges.
They were married from 1978 to 2003.
With her position as a fifth-grade teacher
and Leon’s hair salon and other endeavors, they were able to do well together.
Travel was a big hobby for the couple –
from their first monthlong bus tour of
Europe in 1980 – and, when Wilhelmina
was teaching, Leon traveled solo all over
the world – Japan, Thailand, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, the Philippines and Singapore.

The couple once drove Route 66 all the
way to California.
Leon enjoys living in Malibu East and
has quite a few friends here. Before his
last surgery, he worked out regularly in
our Fitness Room and, weather permitting, walked 15 laps around our tennis
court every day. “I served on the Board
from 2009-12 and enjoyed the experience. Also, I’ve been helping the Social
Committee, especially as barman for the
holiday party for the last eight years.
“(Just prior to the 2018 holiday party)
I had just returned from the Mayo Clinic
in Rochester, Minn., where I had surgery
on my right arm.” Four years earlier, as
he was running to catch a #147 bus while
downtown, he had fallen face-first and
fractured bones in his right shoulder.
After another fall two years later, lengthy
hospital stays and many consultations
with doctors who refused to do more
surgery, he found an orthopedic surgeon
at Mayo Clinic who agreed to do the
surgery on his arm.
“I was willing to take the chance. My
daughter flew with me to Rochester, and
all went well. So here I am at 95 years
old, going to PT and coming along fine.
You see, I believe in faith, and with the
help of the Almighty God, all things are
possible.”
Leon’s sense for beauty and harmony
is reflected in his apartment. He purchased his two-bedroom unit in 1978,
initially renting it out before eventually
moving here in 2003 after Wilhelmina
had passed away following a long health

(Continued on page 8)
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By Neil Warner
Tuesday, March 26, 2019

Attendance: Ten Board members, two
management representatives, nine residents
Excused: Thomas Irvine, Martina Molins
Presiding: President Marcel Molins
REVISIONS TO AGENDA
1) “Captain’s Walk” was added to old/new
business.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl
1) Financial statement (as of Feb. 28)
Operating and reserve cash
$2,673,109
Investment in units
$2,602,602 (14 units)
Excess of operating revenue over
expenses
$26,058 year-to-date
2) Delinquencies (as of March 25)
$419,028, including $281,533 from
former residents, less $310,000 allowance for doubtful accounts
COMMITTEE REPORTS
1) Architecture & Aesthetics – Marcel
Molins
Committee met to review renovation
plans for Lobby and fourth floor and will
meet again in April.
2) Community Forum – Sam Bullock
The first Community Forum drew 56
residents and was well-received.
President Molins complimented
committee chairs Carol Beatty and Sam
Bullock for having run an informative
meeting. See article, page 7.
3) Garage – Thomas Vaughan
Garage was 83 cars below capacity as of
Feb. 28. Eleven residents were on waiting
list for single self-parking spaces, but in
March many of them were moved to
spaces formerly designated for tandem
parking. No damage claim was made in
February.
4) Public & Community Affairs – Sandy
Chaet
ASCO annual meeting on April 10 in
Windjammer Room features ASCO legal
counsel Michael Kim talking about state
legislation. Application for senior sewer
rebate ($50) for owners 65 or older due
at Ald. Harry Osterman’s office no later
than July 1. New six-story brick building
proposed for 5950 N. Sheridan, with
projected start date of March 2020.
Developer will be invited to Malibu East
to explain the proposal, and ASCO will
share any concerns with Ald. Osterman.
5) Security & Life Safety – Sandy Chaet
Audit of residents’ key fobs will be done

at later date. Committee discussed 15minute parking in atrium and proposals
for renovating Lobby.
6) Social, Cultural & Entertainment –
Sandy Chaet
Easter egg hunt will be held at 10:15 a.m.
Saturday, April 13; meet in Community
Room. Edizon Dayao will perform at
7:30 p.m. April 13 in Windjammer Room.
Also on calendar: potluck dinner May 18,
Windy City Gay Chorus on June 2, and
rock ‘n’ roll party June 29.
7) Sports – Carl Stahlheber
See “Fourth-floor exercise rooms” in page
3 article.
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette
Deschamps
Items requiring Board action
1) Property insurance renewal
Board approved a renewal of Association’s insurance through Sudler’s master
policy at 2% increase over last year, but
under budget.
2) Cable TV programming, internet
services
Directors approved a proposal from
Comcast/Xfinity for cable TV and internet
services for three years beginning July 1.
See last item in page 3 article.
3) Bulley & Andrews payments, performance bonds
Board approved purchase of performance bonds for upcoming projects.
4) Pool attendants, schedule
Directors voted to discontinue the hiring
of pool attendants for upcoming season.
5) Receiving Room schedule
Board voted to cease Sunday hours for
Receiving Room until further notice.
6) 22.1 disclosure statement
Approved as amended.
Old/new business
1) Generator replacement
Tabled.
2) Smoke-free community planning
Directors discussed the possibility of
converting Malibu East to a smoke-free
building. With many factors to be
considered, Board will address the topic
again in April.
3) Bezz Training marketing signs
Request to allow commercial tenant to
post signs on mall windows was sent to
Captain’s Walk Committee for consideration.
4) Perishable deliveries
See page 3 article.
5) Tower west wall cladding study
See page 3 article.
6) Balcony/facade project
See page 3 article.

Please keep in mind that the meeting notes
are not the official record of the Malibu East
Condominium Board of Directors meetings.
The official minutes are generally approved
during the next meeting and may be viewed
or copied in the management office.

7) Stack effect projects
Vendor is still trying to fix some louvers
in garage.
8) Boat dock, east stairwell, garage
repairs
Work will begin when vendor contract is
signed.
9) Urban design and landscaping
beautification
Plans in progress.
10)Lobby, fourth floor, hallways master
plan
Plans in progress.
11)Internet portal
New internet portal for Malibu East will
be demonstrated to directors.
12)Front-desk staff uniforms
Management will acquire more samples
after determining previous choice was
unsuitable.
13)Convenience store status
Store operator now has all licenses and
will schedule a grand opening in April.
14)Beauty salon space
There has been some interest in this
space.
15)Realtor lease/sale reports
Association rented 18D and has 5D
available for lease. Sale of 33H pending.
16)Association-owned units
Of 14 units owned by Association as of
Feb. 28, seven were being rented, three
were listed for sale, one was under
contract to be sold, one was awaiting
renovation and two were ready to be
leased.
17)Captain’s Walk
Captain’s Walk Committee will discuss
potential renovations to mall.
Open session ended at 9:45 p.m. and went
into closed session. Open meeting resumed
at 10:23 p.m.
RATIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION
ITEMS
1) Board will send a letter to an owner
offering to suspend fines if owner’s
tenant doesn’t have any further violations of Association’s rules.
2) Board will ask for a hearing with unit
owner due to repeated complaints about
smoke from owner’s unit migrating into
common areas and other units.
3) Board will offer tenant of Associationowned unit a one-year lease renewal.
4) Board rejected a settlement offer from
former commercial tenant, against whom
the Association has filed suit.
Meeting adjourned at 10:32 p.m.
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What’s happening around the building
By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager
FIRE INCIDENTS: A small fire broke
out in a kitchen on the 29th floor on
March 28 at about 6 p.m. The fire
started on a burner, and flames
extended to a plastic bowl and the
plastic parts of the microwave oven
suspended above the range. From there
the flames extended to the side wall
located against the stove. The owner
reacted quickly by suffocating the fire
with towels and contacted 911.
The Fire Department arrived at the
unit within seven minutes from the 911
call. Meanwhile, a fire alert was
triggered by the smoke detector located
in the common hallway of the 29th
floor, resulting in building staff and the
911 dispatcher being immediately
contacted as well. And as designed, the
modernized elevators were automatically sent down to the first floor and
taken out of service by the elevators’
computer in response to the signal sent
by the smoke detector. To reassure our
residents, the fire was contained at its
very early stage, the smoke was rapidly
evacuated to the outdoors with the
assistance of the smoke tower, and
nobody was injured.
This incident is a reminder to remain
prudent while cooking. Check for
grease and other combustible components in, or in the vicinity of, the stove
and burners. More importantly, have a
fire extinguisher handy by the cooking
equipment.
Another incident occurred on
Sunday, March 31 at about 5:20 p.m.,
involving only smoke this time. The
smoke detector by the passenger
elevators again caused all elevators to
be automatically recalled to the Lobby
and locked. The alarm dispatching
service contacted the Fire Department
and the building engineer, who arrived
at the site within five minutes of the
dispatch. Several firemen came to
Malibu East, unlocked the passenger
elevator #1 and proceeded to the 37th
floor. They rapidly came to the conclusion that there was no serious safety
issue other than smoke emanating from
grease and grime from an oven that was
set on automatic cleaning. The best
advice in this case is to manually
remove the bulk of grease and grime
before setting the self-cleaning option

on the oven. There was no damage to
the common elements or even in the
unit, apart from smoke.
In both cases, the fire alarm system
and elevators worked flawlessly. The
Fire Department and building staff
were professional, diligent and effective, keeping our residents and the
property safe.
PERISHABLE DELIVERIES: We have
observed an increasing number of
perishables being delivered to the
Receiving Room. Perishables can range
from medication to meat to produce.
Please be reminded that the Association
has no obligation, nor the space and
equipment, to refrigerate or freeze
perishables until they are picked up.
Our delivery notifications include the
key word “perishable” if it is marked on
the package. We advise you to pick up
the delivered perishables as soon as
you are notified of their delivery.
RECEIVING ROOM SCHEDULE: The
Board of Directors made the decision at
its March meeting to close the Receiving Room on Sundays, starting March
31, until further notice. The Sunday
hours had been established to accommodate the increased delivery traffic
that usually occurs during the holiday
season.
SERVICE ELEVATOR USAGE: We
continue to receive frequent complaints
from pet owners either waiting an
unusual period of time for the service
elevator, or repetitively riding the
service elevator with residents who
have no pet, no suitcase, no laundry
cart, no tools, no cleaning equipment,
no pool gear, no bicycle and no need for
transportation accommodation – in
other words, with nothing legitimizing
the usage of the service elevator
pursuant to article II.D.2, page 7, of the
Malibu East Rules and Regulations.
Now the complaints are often being
brought to the attention of the Board
directly by pet owners. Please be aware
that if the Board believes that a
violation of our condominium rules and
policies has occurred, it may offer to the
alleged violator, or the owner of the
unit where the violator lives, the
opportunity to explain the facts and any
mitigating factors at a Grievance
Committee hearing, which is composed

of the officers of the Board. After a
grievance hearing is held, and at a
subsequent Board meeting, the directors will discuss the matter to determine whether fines, penalties and/or
the investigation cost should be levied
against the owner of the unit where the
person found in violation of the rules
lives, regardless of whether the violator
is an owner or whether the unit owner
chose to appear at a grievance hearing.
FOURTH-FLOOR EXERCISE ROOMS:
The Board delegated the Sports
Committee to assess the equipment
currently installed in the three exercise
rooms on the fourth floor and to make
any needed modifications to these
rooms and equipment. Changes may
include permanently removing and/or
relocating equipment, and/or rearranging equipment, at the discretion of the
committee. The goals are to create
more space around the equipment that
is frequently used, improve the flow of
the workouts and get rid of the equipment that is obsolete and rarely used.
TOWING SERVICES: Malibu East
renewed its contract with the local
operator licensed by the city of Chicago
to move and relocate vehicles that are
in violation of the rules of the Association. This towing service is available to
property owners and the city to remove
vehicles without the consent of the
vehicles’ owners. A small number of
operators are appointed by the city to
perform this type of towing; each
operator has a specific geographic area
designated by the city. In summary, this
towing license allows an operator to
legally move and relocate a vehicle as
requested by a third-party client.
Please be aware that starting in April
2019, the building staff will be empowered to make towing service calls to
remove the vehicles of recalcitrant
residents or vendors who abuse the 15minute atrium parking areas by the
main entrance, and individuals who
park their vehicles in the boat dock or
the loading dock without registering
with the staff. The Receiving Room
clerks and front-desk employees will
first make efforts to notify the drivers
abusing the rules to alert them of the
violation and request the removal of
their vehicles. Upon failure to follow the
instructions of the building staff, or
failure to be identified, or failure to
follow up after receiving staff members’
messages, the staff will contact the
(Continued on page 5)
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Community
Calendar
By Neil Warner

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

BROADWAY ARMORY
Indoor park, six gym floors, trapeze
classes, senior activities, athletic
equipment, meeting room, computer
center, dancing floor, shuffleboard,
weights, arts and crafts, aerobics, ping
pong, after-school activities and more.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
5917 N. Broadway
312-742-7502
goo.gl/MSZSES
CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting
Tuesday, April 16, 6:30 p.m.
Engine 70 fire house
6060 N. Clark (use north entrance)
(3rd Tuesday of each month)
EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY
Check out their book clubs and other
events.
6000 N. Broadway
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Tue. and Thu.: noon-8 p.m.
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
(closed on Sundays)
312-742-1945
chipublib.org/locations/28
EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Current exhibits: “The Chicago Conspiracy Trial: One Juror’s Ordeal” and
“Edgewater Beach Hotel: 100 Years
Later”
Regular museum hours:
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m.
5358 N. Ashland Ave.
773-506-4849
www.EdgewaterHistory.org
EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR CENTER
Organized activities for seniors, Monday
through Friday, throughout the year.
Broadway Armory Park
5917 N. Broadway
312-742-5323
WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER
Adult day wellness programs for persons
60 and over. Gentle yoga, tai chi, music,
exercise, lunch and snacks.
Transportation provided within
boundary area.
1355 W. Foster Ave.
773-271-9001
WhiteCraneWellness.org

THEATER/SHOWINGS

CITY LIT
“Two Days in Court: A Doubleheader
of Classic One-Acts”
Act One: “The Devil and Daniel Webster”
by Stephen Vincent Benet, featuring a
great orator arguing contract law with
Satan. Act Two: “Trial by Jury,” a 30-

minute operetta that launched Gilbert &
Sullivan’s career as English stage
satirists.
April 12 thru May 26
Edgewater Presbyterian Church
1020 W. Bryn Mawr
773-293-3682
citylit.org
EDGEWATER ARTISTS IN MOTION
“Great Moments in Vinyl: Tom Petty
Tribute Concert”
First set will be Petty’s breakthrough
album “Damn the Torpedoes,” and
second set will revel in songs that were
milestones throughout the rest of his 40year career.
Saturday, April 13, 6:45 p.m.
Gallery 1070 auxiliary building
1101 W. Granville
bitly.com/eaimtompettyconcert
GALLERY 1070
“Women Empowerment Art Show”
Gallery open noon-6 p.m. Thursdays thru
Sundays.
Thru April 14
1070 W. Granville
edgewaterartists.com
HELL IN A HANDBAG PRODUCTIONS
“Poseidon! An Upside Down Musical”
It’s New Year’s Eve and a group of
hardcore fans have gathered for their
annual viewing of the greatest film ever,
“The Poseidon Adventure.” As the story
progresses, the viewers become one with
the film.
Thru April 28
The Edge Theater
5451 N. Broadway
800-838-3006
brownpapertickets.com
IDLE MUSE THEATRE COMPANY
“Best for Winter,” adapted from
William Shakespeare
When forgiveness is impossible, can
something more important be found to
take its place? Maybe something like
hope?
Thru April 21
The Edge Off-Broadway
1133 W. Catalpa
773-340-9438
idlemuse.org
INTERROBANG THEATRE PROJECT
“Utility” by Emily Schwend
Focusing on a struggling mother in east
Texas, this play offers an empathic
glimpse into America’s working poor.
Winner of 2016 Yale Drama Series Prize.
April 5 thru May 4
Rivendell Theatre
5779 N. Ridge
312-219-4140
interrobangtheatre.org
JACKALOPE THEATRE
“Dutch Masters” by Greg Keller
New York City, 1992. Summer. In NYC's
hazy pre-Giuliani, pre-cell-phone, preMetrocard days, two young men meet in
a chance encounter on an uptown D train,

chatting hoops, hip-hop and history. Over
the course of one afternoon, fear, guilt
and longing allow one young man to take
the other to a place neither even
imagined possible.
Thru April 13
Broadway Armory Park
5917 N. Broadway
jackalopetheatre.org
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO
“Much Ado About Nothing” by William
Shakespeare
Miscommunication and mistaken identity
meddle with romance in this classic
Shakespearean comedy.
April 4-14
Newhart Family Theatre
“Out of the Blocks: Voices and Sounds
of the City”
A multimedia presentation, lecture, Q&A
session and a behind-the-scenes look at
the national Edward R. Murrow-winning
podcast and public radio program that
collects stories from Baltimore City and
beyond, one block at a time.
Wednesday, April 10, 7:30 p.m.
Damen Cinema
Honors Recital
A select group of our top instrumentalists
and vocalists performing solo and
chamber works.
Friday, April 12, 7 p.m.
Skowronski Music Hall
2019 Spring Showcase: Concerto/Aria
Competition
Featuring Chamber Choir, University
Chorale, Women's Chorus and Symphony
Orchestra.
Sunday, April 14, 5 p.m.
Mundelein Auditorium
“We Are the Hopeful: Exploring Mental
Health Through Design”
A design-based exploration looking at the
intersection of mental health and theater.
April 15-16
Underground Theatre
Instrumental Showcase II
Featuring Percussion Ensemble, Wind
Ensemble and Jazz Ensemble.
Wednesday, April 17, 7:30 p.m.
Mundelein Auditorium
Digital Music Production Across
Genres: Hip-hop to Classical
Tuesday, April 23, 11:30 a.m.
Newhart Family Theatre
Spring Chamber Ensemble Recital
Featuring Classical Chamber and
Chamber Chorus.
Friday, April 26, 7 p.m.
Skowronski Music Hall
Spring Dance Informance
Dance students from all levels showcase
their semester’s work in an informal
dance performance.
Friday, April 26, 7:30 p.m.
Newhart Family Theatre
Wendel Patrick: In Concert

(Continued on page 8)
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Management report
(Continued from page 3)
towing company to remove the vehicle
from the property at the cost of the
vehicle’s owner. The towing company
will relocate the vehicle at a location of
its choice and will release the vehicle
only upon payment of the towing
service fees, pursuant to the authority
vested by the city to the towing
company.
GARAGE: Sadly, some of our residents proceed in and out of the garage
disregarding, too many times, the safety
measures posted in numerous locations
of the garage. Those safety measures
have been adopted by the Board of
Directors to minimize the risk of
accidents in the garage. A driver
speeding down or up a ramp, or a
driver failing to blow the horn of his/
her vehicle, may be responsible for a
car accident, damage to the building
and, worse, injuries. Here are a few
anecdotes to reinforce the validity of
the garage rules:
1. A driver sped down the secondfloor ramp, missed his turn at the
junction of the first-floor ramp, hit a
drain pipe and got billed over $4,500
for the repairs;
2. A driver failed to blow the horn of
his vehicle while turning up a ramp,
barely avoiding a building employee
who was walking across the ramp;
3. A driver coming down a ramp,
lights off and radio on, with no horn
sound at the turn, came face-to-face
with another negligent driver, dodging
a collision by a few inches.
Please practice good habits by adding
the following steps while driving in or
out of Malibu East’s garage:
1. Turn on your vehicle’s lights;
2. Drive within the speed limit of the
garage and stop at the turns, top and
bottom of the ramps;
3. Sound the vehicle’s horn at all
blind spots;
4. Do not overtake another vehicle
that is idle or moving in front of you at a
slower pace;
5. Slow down or stop the vehicle
whenever you’re in the vicinity of
employees or residents walking across
ramps and turns.
The Board and management prioritize the safety in the garage. Please
keep in mind that a lack of observance
of the basic garage rules may result in a
hearing, a fine and/or a revocation of
parking privileges.
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Further, we have observed an
increase in fluid leaks (oil and antifreeze) on the garage floor. These fluids
penetrate the membrane despite our
best efforts to clean them as they are
noticed. As a result, the chemicals in the
fluids accelerate the wear and tear of
the membrane applied to the concrete.
Please be informed that the garage
manager and building staff will double
their efforts to diligently inspect the
garage in the coming months and alert
the owners of defective vehicles to have
the leaks remedied in a timely fashion.
DOG RUNS: Please use the dog runs,
as opposed to the parkways, for your
pets. We will seed the parkways in early
April; we are concerned that the dog
urine will ruin the seeding as happened
last year. The renovation of the parkways by Malibu East is projected for
2020 only; meanwhile, please make the
necessary efforts to enable us to grow
some decent “grass” in the parkways
this year. Think about the bad impression it makes to look at patches of drab
yellow and lifeless brown, together
with weak green patches.
FAÇADE AND BALCONY PROJECT:
Contractor RBS is finalizing the stripping of the east balconies of the A tier
and is currently preparing for the
application of the membrane on the
north B and D balconies that were not
completed in 2018. We will continue to
disseminate the schedule submitted by
RBS ahead of time.
The cladding study prepared by
architects KGH is at its final stage. The
Architecture & Aesthetics Committee
will review the study once submitted
and make a recommendation to the
Board of Directors for discussion and a
final decision as to whether to remediate the upper section of the wall with
cinder blocks or to re-clad the whole
wall from bottom to top with another
material.
We distributed a water leak survey
to the A, B, C, E, G, and J tier residents in
an effort to update the water leak
information we collected in 2016.
Should you experience increased or
previously undisclosed water leaks
seeping into your unit (look for signs of
damage around electrical outlets, or on
ceilings or at the floor junctions with
the exterior walls) during or after
windy rains, please use the survey we
emailed you to identify the leaks, take a
few pictures of the leaks and damage,
and email them to the property
manager (mecamgr@sudlerchicago.com ).

The information will be forwarded to
KGH in an effort to assist them in their
assessment of the existing conditions
and the repair work to be performed.
CABLE TV, INTERNET CHANGES: At
the March Board meeting, the TV &
Internet Committee, which was
responsible for the analysis of the new
TV and internet proposals, presented
their recommendation to approve a
new three-year contract with Comcast/
Xfinity for the bulk cable TV basic
programming and 250 Mbps internet
service. The Board approved, after
lengthy discussion, the proposal
submitted by Comcast/Xfinity. Our
current contracts with USA Wireless
and HiPoint will expire at the end of
June 2019. We anticipate a smooth
transition from one provider to the
other. Further details on this migration
will be shared with residents as they
are finalized.

Book club
The Malibu East book club will hold
its second meeting at 1 p.m. Sunday,
May 5 in the Community Room. It will
discuss its first book selection, “Once
We Were Brothers” by Ronald Balson.
As its second book, the club chose
“The Warmth of Other Suns” by Isabel
Wilkerson, a sweeping ethnography of
the Great Migration, the mass exodus of
African-Americans from the South to
Northern and Western cities dating
from 1914 to 1970. The club will
discuss it at its June meeting.

Dayao to entertain
Malibu East favorite Edizon Dayao
will perform for residents on Saturday,
April 13, starting at 7:30 p.m. in the
Windjammer Room. This will be his
fifth appearance at Malibu East.
Dayao is a man of many talents,
playing keyboards and saxophone and
singing.
The event is free, and the Social
Committee will provide refreshments,
wine and soda.

Don’t leave your laundry
in the machine after it’s
done; others may need to
use your machine.
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Restaurant review

Newcomer Stone Fox
already creating a
buzz
By Helen Lambin
Stone Fox, at 5721 N.
Clark St., is a newcomer to
the Andersonville restaurant scene, having opened
in late February. The owner is Cy
Oldham, who also owns Fat Cat, a
restaurant/bar in Uptown. Chef Greg
Hageli was formerly the pastry chef at
the Michelin-starred brewpub Band of
Bohemia.
The menu is an eclectic mix, with
Italian, Indian and Portuguese among
the cuisines represented. There are
snacks, small plates, large plates. The
emphasis is on small plates, with diners
encouraged to share. There is also a
wine/beer list and a distinctive cocktail
menu. Helen highly approved of the oldfashioned, which included rhubarb
bitters.
Our reviewers – Neil, Debbie, Tracy,
Mary, Louise, Paula and Helen – opted
to share the small plates, with the
exception of one entree, the Portuguese
stew. The small plates included the
following: the House pizza, woodgrilled chicken wings, gnocchi, carrot
masala and green salad. (Note: Helen
now regrets not trying the carbonara
croquette and is planning to do so in
better weather.)
The pizza had a good, chewy crust
and the caramelized onion merlot jam
was tasty, but the pizza definitely
needed more pancetta and cambozola
cheese to offset the sweetness of the
jam. (Our waiter said it was made by a
chef-in-training, so the proportions of
the ingredients may have been different
than usual.) The chicken wings,
however, were a hit with everybody,

with their Asian spices, black garlic and
peanuts. Tracy said she could have
“polished off” all seven herself.
The gnocchi, with kale pesto,
garnered mixed reactions. It was very
green, and finely textured, with smallsized gnocchi. Several found it flavorful,
but most agreed it was too salty. The
Indian-influenced carrot masala, with
rice, received mixed reviews. Some
found it too spicy. However, Neil,
Debbie and Helen liked it and found it
nicely offset the other dishes.
The Portuguese stew came in a
ramekin covered with an impressive
crust made from their pizza dough. It
included little-neck clams, Spanish
chorizo and fingerling potatoes. The
crust could be used as a sponge for
scooping up the white wine/tomato
broth.

We finished with the Chicago
Handshake, the only dessert available
that evening. This was a large brownielike spice cake made with Malort
liqueur, topped with Old Style-infused
caramel sauce and grapefruit ice cream.
Again, opinions varied, some considering it worth the price of the evening,
others less impressed.
Speaking of prices, those at Stone Fox
are generally moderate, with small
plates ranging from $9 to $15 and large
plates $13 to $24.
One thing all agreed on: The staff
were very welcoming and efficient.
Matt, our server, was excellent – very
attentive, accommodating and willing
to offer useful menu recommendations.

Buying • Selling • Renting • Management
Your Sheridan Road Condo Specialists

If you are thinking of
selling, I’m ready to help.

773-334-0200

Helen Wagner

Other servers who brought dishes from
the kitchen took the time to explain all
of the ingredients in the dish. Although
the restaurant had a good crowd, the
kitchen turned out our orders on a
timely basis.
As far as ambiance, the restaurant
has a cozy and attractive atmosphere,
featuring a lot of dark wood and
subdued lighting, with tiny candles on
each table and high ceilings. Reading
the menu can be a challenge after
sunset, but it can also feel relaxing away
from the bright city lights. The music
and conversation can create a moderately high noise level at times, although
conversation with one’s table partners
is still possible.
At the moment, the restaurant isn’t
handicap-accessible due to a small step
at the entrance, but the construction of
a patio on the south side of the restaurant in the coming months will provide
accessibility.
In summary: Open for only a few
weeks, Stone Fox is a good local dining
option that is likely to get better.
Judging from the number of customers
there when we visited on a weeknight,
it is off to an encouraging start. The chef
will likely tinker with the menu,
improving some dishes and eliminating
others that don’t quite work or aren’t
popular with customers. Its late-night
hours – open till 2 a.m. Sunday through
Friday and till 3 a.m. on Saturday –
should make it a late-night hangout for
neighborhood residents.

Stone Fox
5721 N. Clark
773-961-7647
stonefoxchicago.com
Hours: Sun. thru Fri. 4 p.m.-2 a.m.
Sat. 4 p.m.-3 a.m.
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First Community
Forum a success
By Sam Bullock
On Wednesday, March 20, 56 Malibu
East residents came together in the
Windjammer Room for the first
Community Forum. This new forum
was designed to give residents an
opportunity to hear updates on
projects, provide thoughts, feedback
and ideas related to each topic and to
have the opportunity to bring up any
additional topics for discussion in an
informal setting.

The attendees heard updates on
2019 building projects, including the
landscaping plan, façade and balcony
project, garage project and the seawall
and Captain’s Walk improvements.
Each question, comment and suggestion
was documented along with the
response given.
Feedback from the meeting has been
positive, and attendees asked that this
be done on a regular basis. The committee is planning another event sometime
in June.
The Q&A document containing the
residents’ questions and comments,
along with the responses, will be
available to residents beginning April 1,
by contacting the Management Office.

Board meeting dates

April 23
May 28
June 25
July 23
August 27

September 17
(annual meeting)
October 22
November 26
(budget adoption)
December 17

Malibu East resident Helen Lambin performed several Irish songs on harmonica
at a St. Patrick's Day-themed happy hour
in the Windjammer Room on March 15.
(Photos by Rosemary Lambin)

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service
312-332-5575
... especially for people who need an organizing service
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization,
dysfunction.
We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.
Please visit our website for more information about us:

www.ChestnutCleaning.com
5128 W. Irving Park Rd.
Chicago, Illinois 60641
Business: (773) 283-4600
Home: (773) 271-7649
Cell: (773) 520-1945
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net

Expert service, Buying, selling
or renting — contact Percy

Units for sale: 39D, 36E, 31G
Units for rent: 42M, 31K

Percy L. Smith
REALTOR
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Leon LeRoy
(Continued from page 1)
battle. He then undertook extensive
renovations of his condo. “I had both
bathrooms remodeled with white
marble,” he proudly related during my
tour of his impeccable home, including an
eye-catching custom closet for his
impressive collection of dress suits and
shoes. “At the ripe old age of 95, I hope to
live a few more years to enjoy all that
was done for my comfort.”
Leon’s condo is filled with photos of
family and friends, including honors for
his Wilhelmina. She had been a fifthgrade teacher and member of the Delta
Sigma Theta sorority. The wall art
reflects his travels – original framed
prints from Hong Kong and China, and
beautiful copper and glass artifacts.
Leon has been a longtime member of
the Chicago Assembly, one of the oldest
and most prestigious social clubs in Cook
County. The all-male membership
consists of 250-plus successful black
Chicago businessmen from all walks of
life. He has wonderful photos of their
social events, especially the elegant
Holiday Ball held each year at the Hyatt
Regency Chicago, with the men dressed
in black tuxedos and black bow ties, and
the women in formal floor-length
dresses.
Leon loves living, but he has also
planned for his death, purchasing a crypt
next to Wilhelmina and prepaying all
other funeral expenses, so his children
won’t have to worry. Leon has a son and
two daughters from former marriages,
both born in the late 1940s, with one
daughter living in Santa Ana, Calif., and
the other in the southwest suburb of
Lynwood.
Leon’s just waiting for his arm to get
better so he can write a book. With his
grandson’s help, he’ll use his new laptop.
“I’m never too old to learn new tricks,”
he chuckled.
He’s not quite computer-literate yet,
but he does have a Facebook account, so
do friend him!
2018-19 Board of Directors

April 2019
Community Calendar
(Continued from page 4)
The alter-ego of classical and jazz pianist
Kevin Gift, Wendel Patrick is making a
name for himself as a producer. His five
albums were all produced with Patrick
playing every note of every instrument.
There are actually no instruments … he
crafts all of the instruments, and every
note, electronically.
Saturday, April 27, 7:30 p.m.
Newhart Family Theatre
Dance Composition Performance 2019
Student choreographers, all students of
the dance composition class, showcase
their work.
Sunday, April 28, 7:30 p.m.
Newhart Family Theatre
All of the above events are held at the
Mundelein Center for the Fine and
Performing Arts, 1020 W. Sheridan,
except for those held at the Damen
Cinema, which is inside the Damen
Student Center, 6511 N. Sheridan.
artsevents.luc.edu/events
RALPH ARNOLD GALLERY
“Out of the Blocks: Baltimore Seen and
Heard”
Highlights Wendel Patrick’s photography
for the award-winning “Out of the
Blocks” audio documentary series.
Thru April 14
1131 W. Sheridan
773-508-7510
luc.edu/ralpharnoldgallery
RAVEN THEATRE
“Yen” by Anna Jordan
London, now. Two practically feral

The Dialogue
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is
published by resident volunteers to promote
communication among owners, residents, the
Board of Directors, management and staff of
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan
Road, Chicago, IL 60660.
Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors
are their personal views and do not necessarily
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium
or its Board of Directors and management.
Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print
and to print only those with constructive content.
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at
the management office.

Advertising disclaimer
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in
whole or part any advertising printed in the
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray
the publication cost of the Dialogue.
Copyright © 2019 Malibu East Condominium. All
rights reserved. This material may not be
duplicated or distributed without written
permission from authorized representatives of
Malibu East Condominium.

teenage brothers live alone in a filthy flat,
perpetually bathed in the blue glow of
their screens, playing video games,
watching porn, waiting for the occasional
visit from their mother, and surviving.
When a strange neighbor girl barges
through the door, the boys’ little blue
world begins to change color.
Thru May 5
6157 N. Clark
773-338-2177
raventheatre.com
REDTWIST THEATRE
“Herland” by Grace McLeod
A comedy about women growing up,
growing old, and rocking out to the beat
of their own drums.
Thru April 14
1044 W. Bryn Mawr
773-728-7529
redtwist.org
STEEP THEATRE
“First Love Is the Revolution” by Rita
Kalnejais
Basti is having a rough go of it without
his mom, and Rdeca is struggling just to
make her first kill. When this 14 year-old
boy and this young fox connect, the world
just seems to make a whole lot more
sense. This play is a wild take on the
timeless tale of star-crossed lovers –
from different sides of the animal
kingdom.
April 13 thru May 25
1115 W. Berwyn
773-649-3186
steeptheatre.com
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