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Two employees honored for 40, 15 years of service
By Tracy Poyser

It’s
a
time-honored
tradition at Malibu East: the
annual
staff
holiday
luncheon, hosted by our
Board of Directors and
management, for all those dedicated
employees who rarely come together in
one place. That means maintenance and
janitorial workers, door staff, Receiving
Room clerks and garage staff – currently
a total of 38 full-time and part-time
people, including our property manager,
Violette Deschamps, and her assistant.
And, with the garage and façade
construction just winding up for the
season, several Reliable Building
Systems workers were also able to join
in the Dec. 20 festivities in the Windjammer Room.
The delicious and beautifully presented buffet featured a variety of salads, hot
and cold appetizers (including shrimp
cocktail), Italian beef, pasta and pizzas, a
bunch of sweet treats, plus a beautiful
cake for this year’s main honoree. Since
essential building functions can’t be left
unattended, food was served from noon
to 2 p.m. to allow everyone to partake
and be acknowledged and thanked.
As always, Social Committee chair
Sandy Chaet choreographed the flow of
the program, with Board members
Arthur Arfa, Carol Beatty, Martina
Molins and Tom Vaughan on hand to
express thanks and appreciation on
behalf of all residents. Also, the many
cards and personal notes from residents
to our employees were available for all

Malibu East events
and meetings
Book club
Sunday, Jan. 19
1:00 p.m. - Community Room
Board meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 28
7:30 p.m. - Windjammer Room
Leave event and meeting notices at
the desk for the Dialogue. For more
events: malibueast.org/calendar

to read.
Nothing is more heartwarming than
the annual Malibu East employee service
awards, with first vice president Tom
Vaughan helping to recognize two very
special people this year.
Celebrated for 15 years of service
was garage attendant Daniel Bacerra.
Garage manager Ali Saeed gives him
high praise as just an outstanding guy
whose motto is “no problem,” even
when it’s parking and retrieving 50
guest vehicles for a party. In addition,
he’s staying cool, calm and composed
while dealing with the extra challenge of
shuttling cars (and placating impatient
residents) during our garage construction. Daniel was born in the Philippines
and was only 3½ years old when his
family moved to the U.S. He was
transferred to Malibu East from another
residential building garage in 2004. I
had asked him five years ago what he
liked best about his job, and his answer
hasn’t changed – it’s the day-to-day
contact with his customers, and the
support and camaraderie of his fellow
employees. As you can see from the

accompanying photo, he accepted the
special bonus he received from Vaughan
with a beaming smile and is already
looking forward to his 20th anniversary
at Malibu East (by which time he hopes
our garage construction will be over!).
But, the man of the hour was our
maintenance worker Carlos Morales,
who was being honored for a remarkable 40 years of service. Accompanied
by his wife, Carmen, his oldest son and a
precious granddaughter dressed like a
little princess, he was clearly moved by
all the well-deserved accolades and
warmhearted ribbing he received,
starting with Sandy Chaet recalling a
couple of anecdotes from a January 2011
Dialogue cover story of Carlos’ 30th

service anniversary. There’s one from
his first year at Malibu East when he still
worked in the garage. One time, not
being a very tall man, he moved a car
and ducked a bit behind the wheel,
terrorizing his co-workers into believing
the vehicle was a runaway.
Chief engineer Lou Colletti, who’s
been working with Carlos for 36 years,
told him that retiring was out of the
question – unless he puts in another 40
years of service. But, Carlos says, that’s
unlikely because he’s planning to take
his wife to a different country every year
after he retires.
Violette Deschamps praises Carlos for
his tenacity with every task, big or small,
holding on and not releasing until a job
is done. “He’s so focused sometimes that
he forgets to punch out … and 40 years
is an amazingly long time to be happy
and invariably make your employer and
co-workers happy,” she concluded.
Carlos, in turn, tells me that our residents make it easy for him to stay here
and feel that their home is his home also.
Here’s a bit of background (you can
read more in both the January 2011 and
January 2015 issues of the Dialogue at
www.malibueast.org/dialogue):
One of 16 children, Carlos was born in
the State of Michoacan, and his family
moved to Mexico City when he was
about four. He started working to help

(Continued on page 9)

Our condolences to the
family and friends of
Dennis Coleman
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By Neil Warner
Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019

Attendance: Twelve Board members, two
management representatives, five
residents
Presiding: President Marcel Molins
REVISIONS TO AGENDA
1) “Communication issues” and “Tower
west wall” were added to old/new
business.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl
1) Financial statement (as of Nov. 30)
Operating and reserve cash
$2,729,605
Investment in units
$1,881,232 (11 units)
Excess of operating revenue over
expenses
$344,000, year-to-date
2) Delinquencies (as of Dec. 17)
not available due to early meeting date
COMMITTEE REPORTS
1) Malibu East Plaza – Arthur Arfa
Management is going out to bid on new
flooring for Plaza.
2) Communications, Dialogue & TV –
Thomas Vaughan
Changeover to Comcast seemed to be
going relatively smoothly. Residents
are responsible for canceling any extra
services they have with DirecTV or
HiPoint and for returning their
receivers to DirecTV. They can take the
receivers with their account number to
a UPS or FedEx store, which will box
and ship them to DirecTV at no charge.
3) Community Forum – Sam Bullock
See article, page 10.
4) Garage – Martina Molins/Ali Saeed
Garage was 58 cars below capacity as
of Nov. 30. No one is on waiting list for
single self-parking spaces. One damage
claim was made in November; it was
approved. President Molins commented that garage staff has done a good job
of moving cars around during garage
construction without any major impact
on operations
5) Long-Range Planning – Carl Stahlheber
Committee discussed whether some
long-range projects can be moved up,
starting in 2021, particularly those of
an aesthetic nature.
6) Public & Community Affairs – Sandy
Chaet
CTA Red Purple Modernization project
begins weekly weekend work near

Ardmore on Jan. 10, with construction
taking place from Friday through 4 a.m.
each Monday. The Red Line stations at
Granville, Thorndale and Bryn Mawr
will be closed from 9 p.m. Friday
through 4 a.m. Monday until work is
completed. Trains will not stop at these
stations during these times. City will
address potholes from 6101 to 6147 N.
Sheridan and at corner of Sheridan and
Ardmore.
7) Social – Sandy Chaet
Next book club meeting will be at 1
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 19 in Community
Room, with Tara Westover’s book
“Educated: A Memoir” to be discussed.
“Malibu East’s Got Talent” will be
Sunday, Feb. 9 at 3 p.m.; watch for
details.
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette
Deschamps
Items requiring Board action
1) Garage sweeper
Management is investigating riding
sweepers that will clean the garage
more efficiently.
2) Landscaping and urban design
change order
Directors approved a proposal to hire a
civil engineering firm to study the
slope of the ground and drainage
issues on our property.
3) Vaping and proposed rule amendment
Board agreed that rules regarding
prohibition of smoking in certain areas
of Malibu East are understood to
include vaping, electronic cigarettes
and cannabis smoking.
4) 22.1 disclosure statement
Approved.
Old/new business
1) 2019 reserve study
Directors are still reviewing study.
2) Garage usage study
Study is in progress, with resulting
recommendations to be made to Board
in January or February.
3) Balcony/facade project
Demolition on south-side balcony
membranes concluded before Christmas. Work will resume in spring with
concrete demolition on balconies
where needed.
4) Stack effect projects
Self-parker damaged a louver on third
floor of garage, which must be repaired. Management will seek bids for
new loading dock doors.
5) Lobby, fourth floor, hallways master

Please keep in mind that the meeting notes
are not the official record of the Malibu East
Condominium Board of Directors meetings.
The official minutes are generally approved
during the next meeting and may be viewed
or copied in the management office.

plan
Next steps to be decided.
6) Boat dock, east stairwell, garage
repairs
Garage work should be finished by end
of January. Work on boat dock and east
stairwell projects was postponed until
spring.
7) Urban design and landscaping
beautification
Once civil engineering firm has finished
the study of drainage, our landscape
architect will go out to bid on initial
phases of project, which encompass
northwest corner of property and
relocated dog run.
8) Rules revisions
Directors are reviewing the proposed
rules.
9) Plaza outdoor signage
New sign is expected to be installed in
spring.
10)Plaza remodeling: finishes
Architect is preparing bidding documents.
11)Convenience store exhaust
Kitchen exhaust for Malibu Market has
been completed, but duct work in
garage may need modifications.
12)Realtor lease/sale reports
May have new tenant for Associationowned unit.
13)Association-owned units
Of 11 units owned by Association as of
Nov. 30, seven were being rented and
four were vacant and available for sale
and/or rent.
14)Communication issues
Director Carl Chadek made suggestions
for improved communication among
directors, committees and management.
15)Tower west wall
Director Chadek asked to have
management prepare monthly reports
on units experiencing water infiltration
issues along west wall, including what
has been done or will be done to
remediate the problems.
Open session ended at 9:18 p.m. and went
into closed session. Open session
resumed at 10:45 p.m.
RATIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION
ITEMS
1) Board approved an increase in monthly
rent for Association-owned unit.
Meeting was adjourned at 10:46 p.m.
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What’s happening around the building
By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager
CART ROOM PROCEDURE: Several
carts of different types are at the
disposal of residents to carry items up
and down. Carts are kept in the cart
room, located by the front desk on the
first floor. The procedure to borrow a
cart is to register at the front desk,
marking on the log-in sheet the
resident’s unit number, name and
phone number, and the log-in time, and
to sign out when the cart is returned to
the cart room. Due to the limited
numbers of carts, they should be
returned to the cart room shortly after
the belongings are transported. Given a
temporary absence or poor registration
at the front desk, we have experienced
difficulty in keeping track of the carts
and their locations. Several incidents
were reported to management, all
resulting from a lack of enforcement of
the cart procedure. Effective December
2019, the cart procedure will be
enforced by the front desk employees,
meaning that they will release the cart
room key once the residents have
properly registered. Proper registration
means that the resident completes the
log-in sheet in such manner that we can
read the borrowers’ names, phone
numbers and times. Should you have
any complaints or suggestions about
the procedure, please refrain from
imposing your frustration or burden on
the door staff employees having no
authority over the procedure; simply
forward your comments to management.
CONVENIENCE STORE: The operators continue to serve daily fresh dishes
cooked from scratch, breakfast,
espresso coffee, and to offer a diversified selection of wines and beers, and
even basic-care products. They can
deliver to your door for a small fee (call
773-347-9797). They organize wine
tastings on Fridays, from 5 to 7 p.m.
They may combine food tastings at the
same time. They are usually open at
7 a.m. Do not hesitate to contact them
to suggest any additional products of
your preference or to place an order.
CABLE TV AND INTERNET: Most of
our residents successfully coordinated
the installation of Comcast’s equipment
in their units. Some of you had to
reschedule due to undue delays

resulting from Comcast’s technicians
being overwhelmed by the number of
tickets to be processed in a short period
of time, or because you were absent or
unavailable at the time the installation
was scheduled by Comcast.
Please be reminded that both USA
Wireless Satellite TV and HiPoint
internet services are scheduled to end
on Dec. 31, 2019. For those of you who
need to schedule the installation with
Comcast, please contact either Emily or
John. You should contact the same
persons if you are experiencing any
issues with the services installed in
your unit. The billing for Comcast’s
service was posted on your January
statement. Some of you received a bill
from Comcast showing an installation
fee of $70; you can have it reversed by
contacting either Emily or John.
DirecTV: It appears that some
residents have been given instructions
over the phone by DirecTV representatives that are different from those
originally given by DirecTV and
distributed to residents. In any case, we
are advising all residents to contact
DirecTV as soon as your Comcast
services are live in your unit, AND TO
RETURN DIRECTV’S EQUIPMENT AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE BY BRINGING IT TO
A UPS OR FEDEX STORE. Hand over the
equipment to a UPS or FedEx staffer
along with your account number; he/
she will identify the equipment, box it
and ship it to DirecTV at no charge. Ask
for a receipt, and keep it until you
receive confirmation from DirecTV that
they received the equipment.
GARAGE REPAIR PROJECT: The
garage repairs are progressing slightly
slower than expected due to recent
discoveries related to additional
concealed and deteriorated concrete,
one large section being in the middle of
the ramp heading up from the entrance
of the garage. This is the reason why
this ramp has not been delivered back
to us for use during this holiday period.
We are expecting the garage concrete
and traffic membrane work to be
completed by the end of January 2020.
GARAGE TRAFFIC LIGHTS DO NOT
REPLACE PARKERS’ VIGILANCE:
BACR installed two traffic light stations
in the garage on account of the ramp

being under construction and unavailable for use. The first light station is
located at the entrance of the garage,
facing drivers heading inside, and the
other station is located at the first-floor
ramp going up to the second floor. The
traffic light stations are coordinated
and work together on sensors and
timers. If a driver disregards the red
lights and proceeds to drive before the
green light appears, as we have
observed countless times, it will throw
off the settings of the light stations,
besides the frustrations caused to the
other drivers who are abiding by the
light stations, and the endangerment of
the vehicles’ passengers, the construction and garage workers. As an additional measure, an additional convex
mirror has been installed at the bottom
of the entrance ramps to visualize
vehicles coming down the ramp.
Please abide by the traffic light
stations to maintain the safety and
driving time in our garage. Indeed, we
have observed several drivers violating
the traffic lights and then coming faceto-face with other vehicles, resulting in
one of the vehicles being obliged to stop
and lose time with multiple maneuvers,
back and forth, to make room for the
other vehicle.
Note that the other option would
have been to vacate the garage in
sections and relocate parkers to other
parking facilities in the neighborhood.
This solution would have been financially costly, not to mention the time
(10-30 minutes a day, if not more)
parkers would have had to allocate to
shuttle back and forth from and to the
off-site parking facilities.
I cannot emphasize enough that the
traffic light stations are safe and a good
solution AS LONG AS PARKERS COMPLY with them and are respectful of the
garage employees’ instructions.
STORAGE LOCKERS: Some of you
have noticed that access to your storage
lockers may have been a challenge or
impossible at times due to the concrete
work in progress in the garage. Indeed,
some of the work resulted in full-depth
demolition of portions of the ceiling
slab in some storage rooms. Furthermore, some areas necessitated temporary structural reinforcement, blocking
the access to a small number of lockers,
including commercial lockers in the
Plaza.
FAÇADE AND BALCONY PROJECT:
(Continued on page 10)
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Community
Calendar
By Neil Warner

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
BROADWAY ARMORY
Indoor park, six gym floors, trapeze
classes, senior activities, athletic
equipment, meeting room, computer
center, dancing floor, shuffleboard,
weights, arts and crafts, aerobics, ping
pong, after-school activities and more.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
5917 N. Broadway
312-742-7502
goo.gl/MSZSES
CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 21, 6:30 p.m.
Engine 70 fire house
6060 N. Clark (use north entrance)
(3rd Tuesday of each month)
EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY
Check out their book clubs and other
events.
6000 N. Broadway
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Tue. and Thu.: noon-8 p.m.
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
(closed on Sundays)
312-742-1945
chipublib.org/locations/28
EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Current exhibits: “The Chicago
Conspiracy Trial: One Juror’s Ordeal”
and “Edgewater Beach Hotel: 100
Years Later”
Regular museum hours:
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m.
5358 N. Ashland Ave.
773-506-4849
www.EdgewaterHistory.org
EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR
CENTER
Organized activities for seniors,
Monday through Friday, throughout
the year.
Broadway Armory Park
5917 N. Broadway
312-742-5323
WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER
Adult day wellness programs for
persons 60 and over. Gentle yoga, tai
chi, music, exercise, lunch and snacks.
Transportation provided within
boundary area.
1355 W. Foster Ave.
773-271-9001
WhiteCraneWellness.org
THEATER/SHOWINGS
CITY LIT THEATER
“Voice of Good Hope” by Christine
Thatcher
A dramatic portrait of Barbara Jordan,
the first African American congress-

woman to be elected from the Deep
South. The play follows Jordan from
her childhood through her receiving
the Medal of Freedom from President
Bill Clinton, and deals with her pivotal
role in political events, her struggle
with muscular dystrophy, and her 20year relationship with companion
Nancy Earl.
Jan. 10 thru Feb. 23
Edgewater Presbyterian Church
1020 W. Bryn Mawr
773-293-3682
citylit.org
GALLERY OF CONTEMPORARY MOSAICS
“Class Act 2020”
This juried exhibition features
students, both novice and advanced,
who have studied at CMS from 2005present.
Jan. 17 thru March 9
1127 W. Granville
gallerygocm.com
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO
“Fun Home,” adapted by Lisa Kron
and Jeanine Tesori
Based on the autobiographical graphic
novel by Alison Bechdel, “Fun Home” is
a musical coming-of age story. Presentday Alison recalls her youth in the
Bechdel Funeral Home, seeking
understanding of her father’s death
and acceptance of her own sexuality.
Feb. 6-16
Newhart Family Theatre
First Friday Series
Acclaimed soprano Michelle Areyzaga
and pianist Dana Brown present “Were
I With Thee,” named after the title of
their new CD. It’s a collection of 20th
and 21st century works by American
composers setting the words of female
poets.
Friday, Feb. 7, 11:30 a.m.
Skowronski Music Hall
Both of above events are held at
Mundelein Center for the Fine and
Performing Arts, 1020 W. Sheridan
artsevents.luc.edu/events
REDTWIST THEATRE
“Death Tax” by Lucas Hnath
In this darkly comic play, the aging and
infirm Maxine is convinced her
daughter is paying the hospice nurse to
nudge her into the grave. Nurse Tina
adamantly denies Maxine’s accusations, but when Maxine offers to cut a
deal with Tina to cheat both death and
taxes, Tina’s willing to go along with
the delusion! However, it doesn’t go
according to plan.
Thru Jan. 19
1044 W. Bryn Mawr
773-728-7529
redtwist.org
RIVENDELL THEATRE
“The Tasters” by Meghan Brown
With government leaders getting

poisoned left and right, the Tasters
have an important job – eating
delicious, gourmet meals and then
waiting to see if they die. When
rebellious Taster Elyse goes on a
hunger strike, she kicks off a series of
events that will change the course of
history … while putting all of the
Tasters’ lives in jeopardy.
Jan. 10 thru Feb. 16
5779 N. Ridge
773-334-7728
rivendelltheatre.org
STEEP THEATRE
“The Leopard Play, or sad songs for
lost boys” by Isaac Gomez
All families have secrets, but some live
in an underbelly too dark to even
whisper about. After 10 years of
walking away, Son returns to his home
along the U.S./Mexican border,
searching for answers about his uncle’s
mysterious death, but what he finds
there are the men he tried to escape
and the memories he thought he left
behind.
Jan. 18 thru Feb. 29
1115 W. Berwyn
773-649-3186
steeptheatre.com

Holiday party a success
By Sandy Chaet
Thanks to all who attended our
holiday party. So many of you brought
food to share, which helps make the
party so successful.
A special thanks to Social Committee
members Dominic, James, Linda and
Marion, as well as to Leon, Jan, Sally,
Bob and Linda, who helped as servers,
and to Randall for playing holiday
music. Thanks also to the maintenance
staff for their help in setting up and
taking down the tables and chairs.
Though we did purchase most of the
refreshments, the committee would like
to acknowledge and say thanks to those
who donated to the party, including:
Carmelo, Malibu East mailman
Shanghai egg rolls
Wagner Realty Services
Malibu East Plaza, 773-334-0200
Special holiday cookies
Villa Palermo Restaurant
2154 W. Devon, 773-465-5400
Pizzas

Wing Hoe Restaurant
5356 N. Sheridan, 773-275-4550
Chicken wings
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Holiday party photos

(Photos by Tracy Poyser)
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Employee party photos

New Year’s Eve party photos

(Photos by Tracy Poyser and James Brainer)

(See Page 8)
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Edgewater: A mid-century
reminiscence

The shady kings of
Swift playground
By Ron Cohn
Fifth in a series.
Today I live the same
distance from Swift School
as I did in the late ’40s.
What was a five-minute walk from
Hollywood and Kenmore then takes a
little longer from here, since I don’t
move as fast. Certainly not as fast as I
ran after crashing a 16-inch softball
through an unscreened, second-story
classroom window from the playground one early evening.
I never attended Swift, opting to
graduate from eighth grade with my
class at Gale School after moving to
Edgewater from Rogers Park with one
semester to go. The playground,
however, became the primary site of
my outdoor recreation and more.
Swift was different then. An addition
in the 1990s more than doubled the
size of the school and totally eliminated
the south playground, which was three
times the size of what remains today at
Thorndale and Winthrop. The larger
one had a packed-gravel softball field,
basketball court, gymnastic apparatuses and a very small field house, whose
sheltered portico was the site for afterhours how-to-drink-beer and how-tosmoke-cigarettes seminars. I doubt that
Lew Crandall, the playground supervisor, was aware of this curriculum. The
field was frozen for skating in the
winter, which held little appeal for me
and my friends.
The playground was the only facility
of its kind in the immediate neighborhood. What is now Senn Park, west of
the school, was a weedy, trash-littered
field. Goudy, Peirce and Hayt were out
of range and there was an unmarked
field at Sacred Heart that we occasionally used for touch football.
Although basketball and hardball
(played at Clarendon) were my games
as an early teen, I played pickup softball
at Swift, whose field dimensions
demanded a set of local ground rules
and strategies. Running northward
toward the school building from the
backstop in the playground’s southwest
corner, left field was fairly deep, but
center field was shallow and had
basketball standards as uncompromising hazards. Right field was only as
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deep as the distance between home
plate, hard against the alley, and the
fence along Winthrop – which pop flies
could easily carry for ground-rule
doubles.
The basketball court was rudimentary, but serviceable, with perforated
steel backboards and nets made of
metal chains rather than string. The
gravel made dribbling chancy and a
hard-charging center fielder from the
ball field was frequently an unwelcome
participant in the hoops action.
The playground era for me encompassed my 13th and 14th years, and my
friends ranged from 12 to 15 or older.
Most afternoons I wandered to the
basketball court after school, where
two half-court games were usually in
progress. The other regulars reflected
the ethnic and economic diversity of
east-central Edgewater in those years –
all white, with Jewish, Catholic,
Protestant and Greek Orthodox in
roughly equal percentages. There were
rich kids like Ronnie and Bobby Berger,
who lived in a big house on Sheridan
and went to Latin School. (They and
their older brother Miles put together
and donated Berger Park.) The other
Jewish kids I knew went to Swift, then
Senn – except for a good friend of mine
named Mike Libman, whose parents
somehow got him into Evanston
Township. The Irish kids all went to
Catholic Schools – St. Gertrude’s, St.
Ita’s and St. Gregory and then to Loyola
for high school. Some kids went to a
Lutheran school, but we all mixed quite
well.
There are three central figures in this
little history. The dominant males in the
playground were twin brothers, Sol and
Alex Karras. A year or two older than
me and good all-around athletes, they
were stars on the gym apparatuses –
bars, rings, etc., tucked away in the
corner – and were on the gymnastics
team at Senn. Tall and lithe, they were
strong and extremely competitive –
unbeatable as teammates in half-court
basketball.
The other character was a kid named
Dick Morrison. About a year younger
than me, he was small and on the
scrawny side but brash and cocky. He
had a job making deliveries at Deny’s
Drugs on Bryn Mawr. The owner was a
friend of my father’s, who one day told
me that Deny (actual name: Syde
Dworkin) mentioned to him that his
delivery bike – the kind with the big
basket and small wheel in front – had

been stolen for the second or third time
during that summer. “Tell Deny,” I said
to my father with playground gossip as
my source, “that nobody’s stealing the
bikes; Morrison is selling them.”
The Karras brothers had nothing to
do with Morrison in those years, as far
as I knew, but a nefarious relationship
was spectacularly revealed in January
1960 when the Summerdale Scandal, a
far-reaching story of crime and corruption, hit the city like a bomb. Dubbed
“the case of the babbling burglar” by the
Chicago Tribune, which reported that a
23-year-old confessed burglar, named
Richard Morrison, had committed
burglaries over the course of the
previous year with the help of eight
Chicago police officers working in the
Summerdale district on the North Side.
The officers not only covered for him
during the break-ins, but also helped
haul away the loot in their squad cars.
Among the eight cops named by
Morrison in a plea deal were Sol and
Alex Karras.
As a not-too-surprising postscript,
even though all of the “Summerdale
Eight” were convicted and sentenced in
August 1961, seven of them, including
Sol and Alex, never served a day of jail
time. The eighth was imprisoned for six
months. After appeals stretched out for
six years, the sentences were quietly
overturned.
Dick Morrison survived a shotgun
assassination attempt during the trial,
thought to have been carried out by the
police. He also never went to jail, but
moved to Florida. Rumors circulated for
years about what ultimately happened
to him, including one suggesting he
went into witness protection.
Coming in a future issue, the final
article in this series: the invasion of the
four-plus-ones.

2019-20 Board of Directors
Marcel Molins, President
Thomas Vaughan, 1st Vice President
Arthur Arfa, 2nd Vice President
Joan Scholl, Treasurer
Robert Larson, Assistant Treasurer
Carl Stahlheber, Secretary
Carol Beatty, Assistant Secretary
Samuel Bullock, Director
Carl Chadek, Director
Sandy Chaet, Director
Thomas Irvine, Director
Martina Molins, Director
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Edgewater Historical
Society preserving
our heritage
By Ron Cohn
Only a handful of Chicago’s 77
officially designated community areas
can boast their own historical society
and museum, but ours has a fine one –
with a treasure trove of collections and
archives under the care of a group of
residents dedicated to our local heritage
and its preservation.
The Edgewater Historical Society
(EHS) is housed in a 19th century
firehouse at the corner of Ashland and
Balmoral, a short block away from the
vibrant Andersonville corridor on Clark
Street. Official community areas often
contain more than one neighborhood,
and yes, Andersonville is one of those
that make up Edgewater. Next time
you’re on a weekend sortie to one of the
strip’s outstanding brunch venues,
follow it up with a visit to EHS, which is
open Saturdays and Sundays from 1 to 4
p.m.
The museum is across Ashland
Avenue from the popular pie cafe, First
Slice, where membership director and
longtime EHS stalwart LeRoy Blommaert indoctrinated me over pumpkin
pie (for him) and coffee (for me). LeRoy,
a leading local historian and preservationist, was instrumental in the city’s
recognition of Edgewater as a distinct
community area in 1980. He had been
president of the Edgewater Community
Council and was one of the founding
board members of EHS in 1988.
The former firehouse was the first
home of EHS, but that didn’t happen
until 2002. How it came to pass is an
interesting story as told by LeRoy. The
original building, a wooden frame
structure, was built in 1890 for Hose
Company No. 6, which a few years later
became Engine Company No. 79. In
1926 that building was replaced by the
present brick structure, which housed
that same one-truck company through
“sometime in the 1970s.” After that, and
into the ’90s, it was used as a polling
place and, at times, an environmental
testing site, but mostly it was vacant
and fell into disrepair.
“We had been organizing programs
and giving tours, operating without a
home, when the city of Chicago decided
to get rid of the building,” LeRoy related.
“They wanted $3,000 for it and we knew
we’d have to raise a lot of money to
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rehab it, but Kathy Gemperle, our
founding president, took charge and we
went ahead.” That was in 1996 and the
renovations wound up costing over
$300,000, but they had a major donor
who underwrote much of the project.
The building was purchased in 1996.
After six years the old fire station was
reborn as the Edgewater Historical
Society and Museum.
I find it a fascinating place to spend
time, and the docents who staff it are
knowledgeable, friendly and eager to
tell the story of our neighborhood to
visitors, many of whom are out-oftowners. The photographic, video and
graphic exhibits are professionally
produced and supported by artifacts
culled from Edgewater places and
events.

challenges to the American justice
system. The “Chicago Seven” trial has
been documented thoroughly by EHS on
the occasion of its 50th anniversary. For
those old enough to have followed its
bizarre unfolding, the newspaper and
magazine pages on display, as well as an
excellent video narrated by Bill Kurtis,
will reawaken memories of a wild time
in our cultural history.
Open since August 2018 and officially
titled “The Chicago Conspiracy Trial:
One Juror’s Ordeal,” the exhibit examines the at-times excruciating experiences of juror Helen Brown Fritz. Her story
is told through her painstakingly kept
journals, which were brought to the
attention of EHS by board member
Margie Fritz-Birch, her daughter, who
provided the impetus for the exhibit and
personally worked on its realization.
A new exhibit titled “High Water or
Hell: Rising Lake Puts Chicago on Edge”
will open soon.

Surprise visitor

The first-floor space is now occupied
primarily by two significant exhibits.
The first, open for 3½ years, is devoted
to the historic Edgewater Beach Hotel,
the famous world-class resort that
stretched along the lakefront between
Berwyn and Balmoral avenues from
1916 until it was sadly demolished in
1970. It was an iconic presence that, for
this Edgewater-bred writer, will always
define the neighborhood. It should be,
in my opinion, permanently enshrined
in the museum.
The second exhibit is also one of
historical significance, showcasing an
event that achieved dubious international celebrity for our city as it raised

If you look closely at the photos on
page 6, you will see a neighbor you may
not recognize.
Actually, this neighbor isn’t human,
but rather a peregrine falcon. One day
in September, it landed on a balcony
railing on a high floor at Malibu East,
and the resident was alert enough to
take this amazing photo.
After a precipitous decline, the U.S.
peregrine falcon population began
rebounding in the 1970s, resulting in
the species being removed from the
federal Endangered Species List.
According to the Field Museum’s
website, 20-plus pairs of peregrines are
known to live in Chicagoland; they are
Chicago’s official bird. Malibu East
residents have reported seeing the
birds flying nearby for years.
Photo credit: Colleen Zaccard, Ph.D.

5128 W. Irving Park Rd.
Chicago, Illinois 60641
Business: (773) 283-4600
Home: (773) 271-7649
Cell: (773) 520-1945
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net

Expert service, Buying, selling
or renting — contact Percy

Unit for sale: 36E

Percy L. Smith
REALTOR
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Employees honored
(Continued from page 1)
support the family at a very young age,
from shining shoes to selling newspapers. He moved to Chicago at the age of
20 after mandated military service,
joining an older brother. He worked 12
hours a day at an Evanston hotel from
1977-79. So, to find something better, he
spent a whole day walking from Howard
Street to Hollywood along Sheridan
Road, applying for work in every condo
and commercial building along the way
– and Malibu East lucked out hiring him.
After working about a year in the
garage and then doing janitorial outside
work and night shifts for the building, he
moved on to regular daytime shifts, with
a great variety of both inside and
outside jobs, and frequent emergency
clean-up and special service needs. He
loves making our outside entrance and
atrium area look beautiful, from
stringing those twinkling white lights
for the holidays to cutting the grass and
planting seasonal flowers. He’s been a
U.S. citizen for some years now, and
although he loves to visit his home
country and has close ties to relatives
there, his life is in Chicago, and his
colleagues at Malibu East are his
extended family.
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Back to the awards ceremony. After a
resounding cheer for Carlos from the
entire assembly, he and Carmen joined
hands to cut his special cake with its
beautiful frosting and inscription. It was
as delicious as it looked.
The program ended with general
cheers as Violette distributed the annual
employee bonuses from the voluntary
contributions received from residents
and nonresident owners, with amounts
allocated to staff members based on
their years of service and salary level. It
was good to hear that this year’s total
contributions were in line with those
received the previous year – demonstrating that our residents value and
appreciate the tireless work of all Malibu
East employees, including “elves” who
do much of their work unseen by most
of us. By the way, our competent
Management Office temp Scott Turton is
sorry to leave what he said was the
nicest staff and residents and smoothest
-run building he’s seen in any assignment. Who knows – maybe we’ll see him
back here in one of those start-up jobs
around the building.
Let’s all remember to say thanks to
our staff, not just during the holidays,
but also during the rest of the year – and
please congratulate Carlos and Dan as
we begin a new decade.

Malibu East’s got talent
By Sandy Chaet
Do you sing, dance, play an instrument,
do magic tricks, etc.? We know Malibu East
residents have talent.
On Sunday, Feb. 9 at 3 p.m. in the
Windjammer Room, the Social Committee is
staging a talent show, with Dominic Wayne
serving as emcee. The show is open to
professional and amateur talent, and all
ages are welcome to participate. Each
performance should be limited to between 3
-5 minutes.
Cash prizes for first, second and third
places will be awarded. The order of the
performers will be decided the day of the
show by random drawing. Nonresident
guests are welcome to attend, yet only
Malibu East residents in attendance will
receive an alphabetical order of the
performers so they may vote.
Each performer should bring whatever
they need for their performance, such as a
keyboard, instrument, props, etc. If they
bring an MP3, Dominic will play it.
Watch for the flyer to sign up. The
deadline for the RSVP is Tuesday, Feb. 4,
and participants will be contacted after that
date with more information.
If you have a question, leave a note for
the Social Committee in the Management
Office.

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service
•
•
•
•

Comprehensive examination to identify cause of your symptoms
1:1 Treatment by a highly skilled manual physical therapist
Resumption of your Active and Healthy Lifestyle
Conveniently located in your neighborhood

Come experience the “Exemplar Difference”
1830 W. Foster, Suite CW; Chicago, Illinois 60640
P: (773) 516-4146
F: (773) 961-7922
www.ExemplarPhysicalTherapyChicago.com
Info@ExemplarPhysicalTherapyChicago.com

312-332-5575
... especially for people who need an organizing service
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization,
dysfunction.
We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.
Please visit our website for more information about us:

www.ChestnutCleaning.com
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Management report
(Continued from page 3)
RBS completed Phase 3 of the project
and demobilization of their equipment
on Dec. 23. Phase 3 had been extended
in 2019 to include the complete
stripping of the balcony membranes on
the south façade. Phase 4 will be
initiated in the spring of 2020, or as
soon as weather permits. It will consist
of masonry, concrete and traffic
membrane work on the south façade
and balconies.
2020 BUDGET: The budget approved by the Board on Nov. 26 was
mailed to owners before its approval.
The treasurer’s cover letter outlined the
main characteristics of the proposed
budget, starting with the 4% increase in
the assessments and monthly parking
fee increases.
LAUNDRY ROOM: A few reminders
to start 2020 fresh. Rules of the
Association allow residents to take
other residents’ clothes out of washing
and drying machines that are left
unattended after the end of cycles.
Second, we have regularly experienced
soap powder being poured into the
dispensers of the washers, resulting in
gooey and unpleasant residue in the
dispensers. The best method to use and
dissolve the soap powder, if you don’t
have a liquid detergent, is to place the
powder directly in the drum of the
washers. Third, small items (screws,
lighter, drill bits, beer caps and the like)
are occasionally left in pockets and
released into the machines, causing
damage to the drum or other moving
parts. And last, some water-resistant
residues, such as ink, have been found
to contaminate other garments.
SERVICE ELEVATORS: Unless a
resident needs accommodation by
using the closest elevator due to
ambulatory difficulties, the service
elevator is restricted to use by pet
walkers with pets; residents with
laundry carts, or bulky and/or large
items and/or furniture, or tools;
residents in swimming attire; construction workers; and delivery carriers.

An updated Xfinity channel
guide can be found at
www.MalibuEast.org/tv
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Holiday fund rewards
employees
The 2019 holiday fund provided
substantial bonuses for 38 Malibu East
staff members, with $42,500 being
distributed at the Dec. 20 staff luncheon
in the Windjammer Room.
The amount of the distribution was
3.4% less than the $44,000 that was
dispensed in 2018. Nevertheless, it
marked the second-highest amount
raised in Malibu East history.
There were 278 contributors in
2019, including some nonresident
owners and Plaza businesses, with an
average contribution of $153. Approximately 44% of Malibu East residents
did not participate. The comparable
figures in 2018 were 289 contributions
and a $152 average donation.
Recipients of the bonuses include the
door staff, Receiving Room staff,
maintenance men, garage staff, chief
and assistant engineers, and Management Office staff. The fund is distributed based on a formula that weighs
length of service and salary.
Several Board members were on
hand at the staff luncheon, thanking the
employees for their service to our
community. The staff expressed their
appreciation to the donors.

The Dialogue
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is
published by resident volunteers to promote
communication among owners, residents, the
Board of Directors, management and staff of
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan
Road, Chicago, IL 60660.
Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors
are their personal views and do not necessarily
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium
or its Board of Directors and management.
Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print
and to print only those with constructive content.
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at
the management office.

Advertising disclaimer
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in
whole or part any advertising printed in the
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray
the publication cost of the Dialogue.
Copyright © 2020 Malibu East Condominium. All
rights reserved. This material may not be
duplicated or distributed without written
permission from authorized representatives of
Malibu East Condominium.

Community forum
By Sam Bullock
On Wednesday, Dec. 4, 58 Malibu
East residents came together in the
Windjammer Room for the third
community forum.
The attendees heard a very informative presentation from Michael Locigno
of KGH Architects on the state of our
building’s sliding glass doors. If you
were unable to attend the meeting,
more information on the sliding doors
will be shared in a future edition of the
Dialogue.
Attendees also heard updates on
various building projects, including the
façade, garage, seawall, Plaza (formerly
the Captain’s Walk) and the Comcast
installation.
Information was also shared regarding future Sheridan Road traffic options
and a short-term preparedness plan for
this winter regarding the high lake
levels.
The next community forum will be
held in March 2020.
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