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By Neil Warner 
Malibu East Condominium is 

overseen by a 12-person Board of 
Directors, as specified in its declaration, 
which defines the scope of its authority. 
The responsibilities of the Board are 
also governed by the Illinois Condomin-
ium Property Act, the laws of Illinois 
and the ordinances of Chicago. 

The Board is elected to make 
decisions about the operation 
of the Association on behalf of 
the owners, including deci-
sions about management 
personnel, choosing vendors, 
the Rules and Regulations, the 
operation of common areas 
and amenities, among many 
other things. 

The Board is tasked with 
making a budget for the 
following year, which is then 
sent to owners in October or 
November for their review and 
comments, before it is adopted 
at a subsequent Board meet-
ing. In devising the budget, the 
directors decide which capital 
projects should be undertaken, 
and the time frame for each, 
before hiring contractors/vendors to 
perform the work. The Board hires a 
professional, independent auditing firm 
to complete an audit of the financial 
statements each year, and that audit is 
sent to each owner. 

Every year, in September, the terms 
of six of the directors conclude, and an 
election is held to fill those positions for 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 25 
7:30 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Book club 
Sunday, March 1 
1:00 p.m. - Community Room 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. For more 
events: malibueast.org/calendar 

two-year terms. Directors are elected to 
represent the entire ownership and it 
has become customary for each to sign 
a conflict-of-interest statement. Any 
unit owner is eligible to run for the 
Board. 

The Board holds monthly meetings, 
usually on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month. In addition, an annual meeting 
of unit owners is held each September, 

and occasional special meetings of 
owners or the Board are held to 
conduct special business, such as the 
purchase or sale of units by the 
Association. Each regular Board 
meeting begins with an open forum, 
during which residents can ask ques-
tions, voice complaints or simply make 
comments. A second open forum is held 
around 9 p.m. during the open session. 

Capital projects are assigned to the 
appropriate committee, which discuss-
es what should be done, and how, and 
sometimes even interviews potential 
vendors/contractors. The committee 
ultimately makes a recommendation to 
the entire Board, which then decides 
how and when it will proceed with the 
project. 

Whenever work on the property 
needs to be done, regardless of whether 
it is regular maintenance or a capital 
project, the Board asks management to 

Board undertakes many functions on owners’ behalf 
provide at least three bids for its 
consideration, and it then chooses what 
it considers to be the best one. In the 
case of work that is complex, manage-
ment will prepare a detailed request for 
proposal, which is provided to each 
vendor that will make a proposal. 

One of the Board’s goals is to 
improve communication with residents, 
as it has achieved with the Dialogue and 

the open forums at Board 
meetings. To that end, the 
Board recently transformed the 
Floor Representatives Commit-
tee into the Community Forum 
Committee. This committee 
schedules informal meetings 
with residents 3-4 times a year, 
during which the focus is on an 
agenda of timely topics but 
attendees are encouraged to 
ask questions or make com-
ments on any topic of interest. 
The committee often makes a 
printed summary of each 
meeting available to residents 
in the Management Office. 
 Besides the Community 
Forum Committee, other 
committees that are open to 

residents include (name of committee 
chair or co-chairs shown in parenthe-
ses): 
• Architecture, Aesthetics, Building 

Maintenance & Services (Thomas 
Irvine, Carol Beatty) 

• Communications, Dialogue & Cable 
(Thomas Vaughan, Sam Bullock) 

• Security & Life Safety (Sandy Chaet) 
• Legal, Rules & Regulations (Arthur 

Arfa) 
• Pets (Sam Bullock) 
• Public & Community Affairs (Sandy 

Chaet, Carol Beatty) 
• Social, Cultural & Entertainment 

(Sandy Chaet, Sam Bullock) 
• Sports, Saunas & Exercise Rooms 

(Carl Stahlheber) 
• Green (Sam Bullock, Rob Larson) 
If you wish to join any of the above 

committees, please give to management 

(Continued on page 3) 

Front: director Sandy Chaet, assistant secretary Carol Beatty, 
director Carl Chadek, property manager Violette Deschamps. 
Back: director Thomas Irvine, assistant treasurer Robert Lar-
son, 2nd vice president Arthur Arfa, president Marcel Molins, 
Sudler account supervisor Dean Lerner, 1st vice president 
Thomas Vaughan. Not shown: directors Sam Bullock and Marti-
na Molins, treasurer Joan Scholl, secretary Carl Stahlheber.  
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Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2020 
Attendance: Eleven Board members, two 
management representatives, nine residents 
Excused: Joan Scholl 
Presiding: President Marcel Molins 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
1) “Plaza outside door” was added to old/

new business.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Dean Lerner 
1) Financial statement (as of Dec. 31)  

Operating and reserve cash 
 Not available 
Investment in units 
 Not available 
Excess of operating revenue over 
expenses 
 Not available 

2) Delinquencies (as of Jan. 24)  
$360,355, including $261,966 from 
former residents 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Building services – Carol Beatty 

New carpet cleaning company cleaned 
one residential floor as a test and had 
excellent results. 

2) Malibu East Plaza – Arthur Arfa 
RFP for new flooring in Plaza will go out 
to bid soon. 

3) Finance & Insurance – Dean Lerner 
Renewal of D & O insurance was 
approved with 12% increase. 

4) Community Forum – Sam Bullock 
Next forum will be held on March 18. 

5) Garage – Martina Molins 
Garage was 62 cars below capacity as of 
Dec. 31. No one is on waiting list for 
single self-parking spaces. One damage 
claim was made in December; it was 
approved. 

6) Pets – Sam Bullock 
Committee asked that salt being spread 
on sidewalks be more pet-friendly. It also 
requested a small trash can be placed 
near the north Sheridan Road door for 
the convenience of dog walkers. 

7) Public & Community Affairs – Sandy 
Chaet 
CTA Red Purple Modernization project 
has begun weekend work. The Red Line 
stations at Granville, Thorndale and Bryn 
Mawr will be closed from 10 p.m. Friday 
through 4 a.m. Monday until work is 
completed in the spring. Trains will not 
stop at these stations during these times, 
but a shuttle bus will be available. The 
Chicago Department of Transportation 
has commissioned city employees, 
architects and civil engineers to assess 
the threat of the high lake level to 
properties along the lakefront, from 
Rogers Park to South Shore. They will 

supply information to the mayor to 
determine which sources to request 
funds from and to address short- and 
long-term solutions. City personnel have 
visited the properties on the east side of 
Sheridan Road. We will share the findings 
once they are completed. Census takers 
are needed for 2020. For information, go 
to www.2020census.gov/jobs or 
call 1-855-JOB-2020. Flyers are available 
in the Laundry Room. 

8) Social – Sandy Chaet 
The next book club meeting will be at 
1 p.m. Sunday, March 1 in the Community 
Room, with James Joyce’s book 
“Dubliners” to be discussed. A dance 
party will be held on Saturday, March 7 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Windjammer Room, with 
DJ Dominic Wayne. An Easter egg hunt 
will be held on Saturday, April 4 at 
10:15 a.m. A performance of “The Rat 
Pack,” featuring Mike Valentine & the 
Heartbeats will occur on Saturday, April 
18 at 7:30 p.m. in the Windjammer Room. 
A luau performance is being planned for 
Aug. 8. 

 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items requiring Board action 
1) 16M sale 

Following the owners’ approval of the 
sale at the meeting preceding this one, 
the Board unanimously approved the sale 
of Association-owned unit 16M for 
$199,000 plus or minus prorations, with 
a $4,000 closing credit to the buyer. 

2) Garage sweeper 
Directors approved a budget of $30,000 
for the purchase of a sweeper for the 
garage floor. 

3) 22.1 disclosure statement 
Tabled. 

Old/new business  
1) 2020 seasonal landscaping 

Specifics will be discussed later. 
2) Elevator maintenance 

Management is preparing an RFP for 
monthly elevator maintenance. 

3) Balcony/facade project 
RBS hopes to get an early start on south-
side balcony work in spring as soon as 
weather permits it. 

4) Stack effect projects 
Nothing new. 

5) Boat dock, east stairwell, garage 
repairs 
Garage work will be finished once the 
ramp opens during the first week of 
February, except for the repainting of 
yellow lines designating the vehicle stalls, 
which will be done when the weather 
warms up. 

6) Urban design and landscaping 
beautification 

Board approved funds for temporary 
landscaping in designated areas, subject 
to upcoming interviews of two bidders. 

7) Rules revisions 
Nothing new. 

8) Lobby, fourth floor, hallways master 
plan 
Nothing new. 

9) Garage usage feasibility study 
Nothing new. 

10)Reserve study 
Nothing new. 

11)Asset inventory 
Nothing new. 

12)Rise application 
Nothing new on web portal. 

13)Plaza outdoor signage 
Permit request for new sign has been 
delayed. 

14)Plaza remodeling: finishes 
RFP will go out to bid. 

15)Malibu Market: temporary outdoor 
signage 
Discussion moved to closed session. 

16)Malibu Market: kitchen exhaust 
Management will meet with the installer. 

17)Realtor lease/sale reports 
16M sale will close in February. 

18)Association-owned units 
Of 11 units owned by the Association as 
of Dec. 31, seven were being rented and 
four were vacant and available for sale 
and/or rent, including the unit approved 
for sale tonight. 

19)Plaza outside door 
Completion of work was temporarily 
delayed. 

 
Open session ended at 9:04 p.m. and went 
into closed session. Open session resumed 
at 10:22 p.m. 
 
RATIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 
ITEMS 
1) Board approved an increase in monthly 

rent for a commercial tenant in the Plaza. 
2) Board approved an increase in monthly 

rent for Association-owned unit. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:24 p.m. 
 

Special meeting of unit owners 
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2020 
Presiding: President Marcel Molins 
1) Sale of 16M 

After discussion of the Association’s nine-
year ownership of unit 16M, the owners 
overwhelmingly approved a resolution 
authorizing the Board to sell 16M for 
$199,000, plus or minus prorations, with 
a $4,000 credit to the buyer at closing. 
President Molins voted the proxies in 
favor of the resolution. 

Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 
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CONVENIENCE STORE: The opera-
tors of Malibu Market continue to serve 
daily fresh dishes cooked from scratch, 
breakfast, espresso coffee, and to offer a 
diversified selection of wines and beers, 
and even basic-care products. They can 
deliver to your door for a small fee (call 
773-347-9797). They organize wine 
tastings on Fridays, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
They may combine food tastings at the 
same time. They are usually open at 
7 a.m. Do not hesitate to contact them 
to suggest any additional products of 
your preference or to place an order. 

CABLE TV AND INTERNET: A 
minority of units still do not have the 
internet and cable TV services despite 
all the efforts made by Comcast. 
Options are being explored to remedy 
the problems. Management will notify 
the affected residents once a course of 
action is chosen. 

Internet and cable TV issues: If any of 
you still is experiencing a billing or 
installation issue with Comcast other 
than the issue described above, or a 
billing issue with DirecTV, please email 
us with a description of the problem 
along with any available documents in 
order to give us the tools needed to get 
these issues resolved. 

GARAGE REPAIR PROJECT: The 
garage repair work will be completed in 
early February. We are expecting both 
sides of the first-floor ramp to be 
available as soon as Feb. 3 or 4, and the 
traffic lights will be removed at the 
same time. BACR, management and the 
Board are truly appreciative of all the 
efforts, understanding and patience 
extended by our residents during the 
course of this project. All difficulties 
and challenges considered, there was 
no injury or any accident incurred 
during the construction work, which is 
treasured. 

FAÇADE AND BALCONY PROJECT: 
RBS will schedule the start date of 
Phase 4 of the project as soon as the 
weather allows to perform concrete 
repair work on the balconies. It is too 
early at this time to have any indication 
of such start date. 

LAKEFRONT THREAT ASSESS-
MENT: As communicated by the 
alderman’s office, the Chicago Depart-
ment of Transportation has commis-

sioned several teams (city employees, 
architects and civil engineers) to assess 
the threat of the increasing lake level to 
the properties located along the 
Chicago lakefront. The Smith Group was 
hired by the city and the Chicago Park 
District to visit, inspect and collect 
information from the Chicago proper-
ties located along the lake; they visited 
Malibu East on Monday, Jan. 27. The 
Smith Group inquired about concerns 
we may have related to the water level 
of the lake by the property, and possible 
damage to the property resulting from 
the lake. We shared that the Board 
hired a consultant and a contractor in 
2018-19 to remediate the damaged 
seawall of the building’s east dock. We 
stated the opinion that the level of the 
lake and the forceful waves hitting the 
seawall may have contributed to the 
damage that Malibu East is about to 
remediate, with the permit pending. In 
summary, the purpose of the Smith 
Group’s assessment is to document the 
data related to the damage inflicted on 
the lakefront properties and to give the 
mayor of Chicago the necessary tools to 
negotiate funding from the state and 
federal governments for short- and long
-term remediation. 

years preceding the 2019 annual 
meeting, the recorded sales price 
increased by 72%, on average, over the 
purchase price paid by the Association. 
This strategy helped to maintain the 
value of all Malibu East units during the 
recession and, over the long term, has 
worked to increase the property values. 

As an owner, if your investment in 
your unit is important to you and you 
wish to see it maximized, you should 
take an interest in the Board and its 
decision-making. Read the Board 
meeting notes each month in the 
Dialogue, attend meetings, vote in the 
annual election, volunteer to serve on a 
committee and even consider running 
for the Board. 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

your name, unit number and email 
address and/or telephone number, 
along with the name of the committee 
you wish to join. 

The other Board committees, which 
aren’t open to residents, include: 
• Admissions 
• Plaza (formerly Captain’s Walk) 
• Employees’ Holiday Fund 
• Finance & Insurance 
• Garage 
• Grievance & Appeals 
• Long-Range Planning 
• Units (Association-owned) 
• Landscaping 
Malibu East is one of the few condo 

associations that are authorized to 
exercise – and actually does exercise – 
its right of first refusal on a unit sale 
that it considers to be far below market 
value. For the 28 units the Association 
had bought and sold in the 10-plus 

Board functions 
(Continued from page 1) 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

Doorman’s Station ..................... 773-271-1769 
Garage Office ............................... 773-271-5193 
Management Office ................... 773-271-1732 
Management Office Fax ........... 773-271-1743 
Receiving Room .......................... 773-271-2608 

MALIBU EAST PLAZA 

Dr. Ahmad Bastani..................... 773-506-9600 
Bezz Training .............................. 508-737-9528 
CG Therapies ............................... 773-359-3505 
Chicago Ctr/Cognitive Wellness 855-264-9355 

Malibu Market  ............................ 773-347-9797 
Dr. Kerstin Horbal ..................... 773-275-0110 
Dr. Elaine Wagner, DC, Lac ..... 773-274-6827 
H. M. Wagner Realty ................. 773-334-0200 
Sarah Wynn, LCSW .................... 773-580-7282 

GOVERNMENT SERVICES/UTILITIES 

Alderman Harry Osterman..... 773-784-5277 
Berger Park Cultural Ctr.......... 773-761-0376 
Broadway Armory ..................... 312-742-7502 
Chicago Park District ................ 312-742-7529 
Chicago Transit Authority ...... 888-968-7282 
City Hall Inquiry & Info ............ 312-744-5000 
Comcast/Xfinity ......................... 800-934-6489  
ComEd............................................ 800-334-7661 
Consumer Protection ............... 312-744-6060 
Cook County Assessor .............. 312-443-7550 
Cook County Treasurer ........... 312-443-5100 
DirecTV .......................................... 800-531-5000 
Edgewater Branch Library ..... 312-742-1945 
Edgewater Senior Center ........ 312-742-7502 
Family Pride Laundries ........... 630-620-4700 
48th Ward Streets & San ......... 312-744-2130 
HiPoint Technology Svcs ......... 312-238-9506 
Police (24th Dist.) ...................... 312-744-5907 
Police/Fire Emergency Only ........................911 
Police/Fire Non-emergency.........................311 
RTA Travel Information .......... 312-836-7000 
Senior Services (City) ............... 312-744-4016 
State Rep. Kelly Cassidy ........... 773-784-2002 
State Sen. Heather Steans ....... 773-769-1717 
U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky ........ 773-506-7100 
USA Wireless Satellite .............. 800-433-4558 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
Indoor park, six gym floors, trapeze 
classes, senior activities, athletic 
equipment, meeting room, computer 
center, dancing floor, shuffleboard, 
weights, arts and crafts, aerobics, ping 
pong, after-school activities and more. 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m. 
Engine 70 fire house 
6060 N. Clark (use north entrance)  
(3rd Tuesday of each month) 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: noon-8 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed on Sundays) 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Current exhibits: “The Chicago Conspira-
cy Trial: One Juror’s Ordeal,” “Edgewater 
Beach Hotel: 100 Years Later” and “High 
Water and Hell” 
Regular museum hours: 
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR CENTER 
Organized activities for seniors, Monday 
through Friday, throughout the year. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Adult day wellness programs for persons 
60 and over. Gentle yoga, tai chi, music, 
exercise, lunch and snacks. 
Transportation provided within 
boundary area. 
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
WhiteCraneWellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

CITY LIT THEATER 
“Voice of Good Hope” by Christine 
Thatcher 
A dramatic portrait of Barbara Jordan, 
the first African American congresswom-
an to be elected from the Deep South. The 
play follows Jordan from her childhood 
through her receiving the Medal of 
Freedom from President Bill Clinton, and 
deals with her pivotal role in political 

events, her struggle with muscular 
dystrophy, and her 20-year relationship 
with companion Nancy Earl. 
Thru Feb. 23 
Edgewater Presbyterian Church 
1020 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-293-3682 
citylit.org 

EMANUEL CONGREGATION 
“An Afternoon of Romantic & Jewish 
Music” 
Musical selections include pieces by 
Beethoven, Brahms, Piazolla, and a 
medley of Yiddish songs. This event is 
free and open to the public. 
Sun., Feb. 9, 2 p.m. 
5959 N. Sheridan 
773-561-5173 
emanuelcong.org 

GALLERY OF CONTEMPORARY MOSAICS 
“Class Act 2020” 
This juried exhibition features students, 
both novice and advanced, who have 
studied at CMS from 2005-present. 
Thru March 9 
1127 W. Granville 
gallerygocm.com 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
“Fun Home,” adapted by Lisa Kron and 
Jeanine Tesori 
Based on the autobiographical graphic 
novel by Alison Bechdel, “Fun Home” is a 
musical coming-of age story. Present-day 
Alison recalls her youth in the Bechdel 
Funeral Home, seeking understanding of 
her father’s death and acceptance of her 
own sexuality.  
Feb. 6-16 
Newhart Family Theatre 
First Friday Series 
Acclaimed soprano Michelle Areyzaga 
and pianist Dana Brown present “Were I 
With Thee,” named after the title of their 
new CD. It’s a collection of 20th and 21st 
century works by American composers 
setting the words of female poets.  
Friday, Feb. 7, 11:30 a.m. 
Skowronski Music Hall 
Dance senior solo showcase 
Each of nine seniors will perform a solo 
created by an internationally acclaimed 
choreographer and an ensemble piece.  
Sat.-Sun., Feb. 15-16, noon 
Palm Court 
February organ concert 
Charlie Sega performs 
Sun., Feb. 16, 3 p.m. 
Madonna della Strada chapel 
Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy 
The LUC Symphony Orchestra, University 
Chorale, Chamber Choir and Women’s 
Chorus are joined by guest pianist and 
faculty member Anthony Molinaro to 
perform Beethoven’s monumental Choral 
Fantasy in C minor.  
Fri., Feb. 21, 7:30 p.m. 
Instrumental showcase 
Featuring jazz ensemble and wind 
ensemble.  
Wed., Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m. 
All of above events are held at Mundelein 
Center for the Fine and Performing Arts, 

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

1020 W. Sheridan, except for Madonna 
della Strada chapel, 6501 N. Kenmore 
artsevents.luc.edu/events for 
more events 

THE PLAGIARISTS 
“Poison” by Dusty Wilson 
In 17th century Paris, poison-makers are 
the favorite artisans of the rich. Madame 
Bosse could have been a great doctor, but 
instead must make poisons to feed her 
family. Eventually she learns that justice 
is only for the rich and powerful. Pay 
what you can. 
Feb. 14 thru March 14 
Berger Park Coach House 
6205 N. Sheridan 
773-963-7721  
theplagiarists.org/poison 

RAVEN THEATRE 
“A Doll’s House” by Henrik Ibsen 
Nora, a spirited young housewife, is a 
radical thinker trapped in the patriarchal 
world of 1870s Norway. Life with her 
husband, Torvald, is comfortable, if 
uninteresting. As her marriage, her 
relationships and her world crumble 
following the reappearance of an old 
acquaintance, she begins to speak her 
mind and question what she really wants 
for herself. 
Feb. 6 thru March 22 
“Mlima’s Tale” by Lynn Nottage 
Taking us on a journey from the heart of 
Africa and around the world, this play is 
the story of Mlima, a magnificent 
elephant trapped in the clandestine 
international ivory market. It’s a 
powerful story that makes us question 
whether unconditional virtue is nonexist-
ent within the international system of 
economic power, culture and politics. 
Produced by Griffin Theatre Company. 
Feb. 15 thru March 21 
6157 N. Clark 
773-338-2177 
raventheatre.com 

REDTWIST THEATRE 
“Rabbit Summer” by Tracey Conyer 
Lee 
Wilson and Ruby have the picture-perfect 
marriage. But when family friend Claire 
comes to stay with them after losing her 
husband, the perfect family dynamic 
fractures. Suddenly Wilson and Ruby’s 
marriage is tested by old secrets, new lies 
and a shaken society in this tragicomedy.  
Feb. 19 thru March 22 
1044 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-728-7529 
redtwist.org 

RIVENDELL THEATRE 
“The Tasters” by Meghan Brown 
With government leaders getting 
poisoned left and right, the Tasters have 
an important job – eating delicious, 
gourmet meals and then waiting to see if 
they die. When rebellious Taster Elyse 
goes on a hunger strike, she kicks off a 
series of events that will change the 
course of history … while putting all of 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Edgewater: A mid-century 
reminiscence 

The invasion of the 
four-plus-ones 
By Ron Cohn 

Last in a series. 
“Oh, no, they’re tearing 

down Bedford Manor!” 
I screamed it silently, reacting in 

dismay to the shocking discovery of my 
teenage home under siege as I came off 
the Drive on Hollywood one evening 50-
some years ago. 

There it stood, gray and stately, its 
windows all dark, at the northwest 
corner of Kenmore and Hollywood. As yet 
intact, it retained an air of solid propriety 
despite being unceremoniously sur-
rounded by a haphazard barricade made 
of its own interior doors lined up on end. 
I wondered if the door to my room was 
there, somewhere in the multicolored 
row, nailed up between someone’s closet 
and bathroom. But I had been gone more 
than 10 years and someone had probably 
changed the color scheme since 1956. 

I didn’t come up this way very often. 
My father had died in 1963 and my 
mother moved to 4100 Marine Drive a 
year or two later. But of late at that time, 
when I passed through my old neighbor-
hood, I was disturbed to observe that 
insidious change was underway. It 
seemed an alien race was wantonly 
destroying magnificent three-story 
buildings from the early 1900s and 
replacing them with generic, hive-like 
cube dwellings. 

One of a trio of grand three-story 
buildings that had graced this intersec-
tion, The Gables, at the southeast corner, 
was already gone, replaced by a squat 
structure as bland as a stick of butter. An 
irretrievable loss, the Elizabethan-style 
apartment building was a signature work 

of architect J.E.O. Pridmore, who lived 
much of his life in Edgewater. Pridmore 
created, in just a few years, three design-
related buildings within one block that 
are thought to be the finest of their type 
this city has ever seen. Thanks to 
unrelenting preservationists, two still 
stand, The Manor House at Bryn Mawr 
and Kenmore, which was rightfully 
named to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1987, and The Beacons-
field, long undergoing significant 
restoration at Hollywood and Winthrop. 

Seeing dignified Bedford Manor, 
ridiculously imprisoned by its own 
treacherously employed doors, I asked 
myself how this could be happening. 
Actually, part of my work in those years 
was writing about real estate, so I knew 
the answer to that question. A handful of 
developers, doing their best to give the 
occupation a bad name, were systemati-
cally robbing the North Side of some of its 
finest all-time architecture in the pursuit 
of quick, easy profits. Their tasteless, 
cheaply constructed replacement for 
Bedford Manor, The Gables and scores of 
other vintage classics that had been 
intended to live far into this millennium 
was a wood-framed loophole in the 
building code called the “four-plus-one.” 

The name, which was never used as a 
positive description, derived from its 
structure: four floors of apartments atop 
an open parking deck sunk slightly below 
grade and no more than seven feet in 
height. This enabled it to meet the 
existing code – classifying the building as 
four stories tall and the parking as 
“basement” – and allowed it to qualify for 
R5 zoning. They were almost uniformly 
plain, flat-fronted and devoid of any 
redeeming architectural qualities. 
Whatever efforts were made to relieve a 
featureless streetscape were relegated to 
futuristic “Jetson”-like canopies or 
unfortunate Colonial ornamentation. 

Where two or three are lined up together, 
the effect would be ridiculous if it were 
not so sadly unalterable. 

The first four-plus-one was built in 
1961 on Sheridan Road in Rogers Park, 
less than one mile from Malibu East. It 
did not create more than passing interest, 
nor did the second, right next door at 
North Shore Avenue. Early construction 
in Edgewater, infiltrating sites on the 
west side of Sheridan south of Berwyn, 
also attracted scant attention as they 
replaced nothing of note. It was only 
when the character of whole blocks in 
more upscale Lincoln Park and Lakeview 
was being despoiled that a groundswell 
of public opinion began to stir. 

The ’60s were not a distinguished 
period for Chicago preservationists. This 
was the decade in which the downtown 
area lost the Garrick Theater, the Stock 
Exchange, the Sherman House Hotel and 
other notable buildings that were part of 
the city’s world-renowned architectural 
tradition. The fight against the four-plus-
ones on a street-by-street basis gathered 
steam in the late ’60s, after some 50 of 
the structures had already been built in 
Edgewater alone, forever erasing 
whatever diverse charm could have been 
found on Kenmore and Winthrop. The 
city, reacting to increased community 
activism, strongest in Lincoln Park and 
Lakeview, legislated the unpopular 
building out of existence with a zoning 
change in 1971 and ended a decade that 
did incalculable damage to our neighbor-
hood. 

As a boy, my imagination could travel 
from an English manor house to a French 
chateau, to a Georgian mansion and a 
Tudor castle without ever crossing a 
street. I don’t know if it’s good or bad to 
have those memories, but I would much 
prefer they had remained part of our 
everyday reality in 2020. 

The monumental Elizabethan-style The Gables was demolished and replaced by this nondescript four-plus-one. Photo of The Gables 
courtesy of the Edgewater Historical Society; four-plus-one photo by Ron Cohn. 
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Community wellness 

What are you grateful 
for? 
By Lynne Forella 

Third in a series. 
Our first community 

wellness group meeting is 
coming soon. Join us. Everyone is 
welcome. We’ll be sharing ideas for our 
newly forming group. Let’s start with 
mindfulness and grow from there. 
Email forlyn14@gmail.com for the 
time and place of our first meeting. We 
will do our best to publicize it. 

Mindfulness connects us to our-
selves, opens us to others and joins us 
to community. Which naturally leads to 
increased feelings of gratitude. Making 
a habit of contemplating something you 
are grateful for, big or small, can be life-
changing. Really. Try it. Think of three 
things you are grateful for, each day. 
Write them down. Think about each 
one for a moment. Why are you 
thankful for this piece of your life? Hold 
on to these thoughts for a bit. Then go 
on with your day. After a short while, 
perhaps in a day or two, you will note a 
change in your mindset. Feelings of well
-being will follow. 

Note: This can be done anywhere in 
any way you like. Yes, you can use a 
beautiful journal and a fancy pen. A 
pencil and a piece of paper will do just 
fine. How about a dry erase or chalk-
board? Yes. Really. This is about the 
process, not the product. Focusing on 
your feelings of gratitude is what 
matters. 

“Gratitude can transform common 
days into thanksgivings, turn routine 
jobs into joy, and change ordinary 
opportunities into blessings.” – William 
Arthur Ward 

This daily habit of gratitude can open 
the door to the world of journaling and 
its many rewards. Have you heard of 
“Morning Pages”? It is a fun and easy 
way to start journaling, introduced by 
Julia Cameron in “The Artist’s Way.” 
Simply put, you fill some pages with 
your random thoughts, dumping them 
out without any goal or plan. The idea is 
to unclutter your mind, leaving room 
for more clear, productive thinking. 

We can learn more about journaling 
and mindfulness at our community 
wellness group meetings. What do you 
think? What should we explore togeth-
er? Your thoughts are welcome. Just 
email forlyn14@gmail.com. 

Q & A with Linda Linda Linda 

Seeking the saunas 
By Linda Eng 

First in a series 
Do you have a question about Malibu 

East? Ever wondered about our saunas? 
Well, Linda Linda Linda will get that 
answer for you! 

LE: My health care guru has told me 
that winter 10-minute saunas would be 
good for me. Please tell me about the 
saunas in the building. 

Linda: Our wonderful building actually 
has three saunas. On the fourth floor you 
will find a men’s and a women’s. On the 
lower level you will find a coed sauna that 
has pre-registration available. To use any 
of these warming rooms you will need to 
go to the doorman station to pick up the 
appropriate keys. 

For the ladies you will need two keys – 
the health club key and the women’s 
sauna key. From the fourth-floor 
hallway, walking past the corridor 
leading to the pool area, you want the 
first door on the right (south side), 
behind which are a recumbent bike and a 
weight apparatus. This door requires the 
health club key. At the rear of that room 
you will find a second locked door – 
needing the women’s sauna key – which 
leads to the women’s showers and sauna. 
When you look at the black box next to 
the sauna door, set the timer at 10+ 
minutes. The heater will go on, and you 
can enter and close the door to enjoy. 

The men’s sauna is a similar process. 
Pick up the men’s sauna key (only one) 
and walk through the door labeled “men’s 
sauna lounge” (directly across from the 
Fitness Room). Using your fob, you will 
enter a room containing treadmills, a 
ballet bar and other equipment. At the 
rear is a locked door leading to the men’s 
sauna and shower area. This sauna has a 
timer, as well as a heat adjustment. You 
probably will want to keep the heat on 
high. 

The coed sauna 
will take you on a 
“Where’s Waldo?” 
hunt. Start your 
journey at the front 
desk for the racquet-
ball/sauna key. Go 
to the lower level and 
find the Receiving 
Room. To the right of 
the Receiving Room 
door is a fobbed door 
that will lead you 
down an L-shaped 

  Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Contracts pending on: 
 36E, 7D 
Unit for rent: 44M 

hallway to another locked door; use the 
signed-out key to open it, and you’ll find 
yourself just outside the racquetball court. 
Surprise if you didn’t know about this! On 
your right you will see a red door that is a 
restroom. Pass through the restroom 
around two more corners and there it is – 
the coed sauna. The timer for this sauna is 
inside, above the heating rocks. 

FYI: During the summer you can access 
the fourth-floor saunas through the 
outside doors from the pool area. 

We thank maintenance man Terrell 
Norwood for his assistance with this 
article. 

Do you have a question for Linda Linda 
Linda? Please email it to: 
questions@MalibuEast.org. 

 

the Tasters’ lives in jeopardy.  
Thru Feb. 16 
5779 N. Ridge 
773-334-7728 
rivendelltheatre.org 

STEEP THEATRE 
“The Leopard Play, or sad songs for 
lost boys” by Isaac Gomez 
All families have secrets, but some live in 
an underbelly too dark to even whisper 
about. After 10 years of walking away, 
Son returns to his home along the U.S./
Mexican border, searching for answers 
about his uncle’s mysterious death, but 
what he finds there are the men he tried 
to escape and the memories he thought 
he left behind.  
Thru Feb. 29 
1115 W. Berwyn 
773-649-3186  
steeptheatre.com 

UNDERSCORE THEATRE 
Chicago Musical Theatre Festival 
The sixth annual festival features full 
productions of eight new musicals, plus 
two pay-what-you-can staged readings 
and a showcase of 10-minute musicals. 
Feb. 3-23 
Edge, Off Broadway theaters 
5451 N. Broadway; 1133 W. Catalpa 
cmtf.org 

Community Calendar 
(Continued from page 4) 
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with your name or anonymously if so 
requested. However, as with all 
editorial text, the Dialogue staff 
reserves the right to edit the text or 
choose not to print it. 

So, up with eccentricity, wisdom and 
creativity. It wasn’t conventional cave 
persons who did the cave paintings at 
Lascaux. 

Let’s be eccentric 
By Helen Reichert Lambin 

“Eccentric: Departing 
from a recognized, conven-
tional norm or pat-
tern.” (The American 
Heritage College Dictionary, 
Fourth Edition). 

Are eccentrics made or born? Yes. 
But one thing is certain: Every eccentric 
is so in their own way. After all, what’s 
the point of being eccentric if you’re not 
yourself? 

To celebrate wisdom eccentricity, 
the Dialogue will offer some aphorisms 
or pithy insights. 

This month we have a slice of 
wisdom from Guest Eccentric Rose-
mary Lambin: 

People who think they know more 
than everyone else have a lot to 
learn. 

You are invited to be a Guest 
Eccentric by contributing your own 
sample of eccentric wisdom to the 
Dialogue. Email it to Dia-
logue@MalibuEast.org and place 
“Eccentrics” in the subject line, or leave 
a hard copy at the front desk to the 
attention of editor Neil Warner. 
Maximum number of pithy words: 30. 

The text will appear in print, either 

nists, and as the stories continue, they 
deal with the lives and concerns of 
progressively older people. This is in 
line with Joyce’s tripartite division of 
the collection into childhood, adoles-
cence and maturity. 

The book is available at Amazon.com, 
Barnes & Noble, independent 
booksellers and the Chicago Public 
Library (many copies are available). 
Since it was originally published before 
1924, it can even be downloaded for 
free from www.gutenberg.org. 

The next book for the club will be 
selected after the discussion. 

The Social Committee also is plan-
ning a dance party for Saturday, 
March 7 in the Windjammer Room with 
Dominic Wayne as the DJ. Details will 
be forthcoming in a flyer. 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

• Comprehensive examination to identify cause of your symptoms 

• 1:1 Treatment by a highly skilled manual physical therapist 

• Resumption of your Active and Healthy Lifestyle 

• Conveniently located in your neighborhood 

Come experience the “Exemplar Difference” 
1830 W. Foster, Suite CW; Chicago, Illinois 60640 

P: (773) 516-4146 F: (773) 961-7922 

www.ExemplarPhysicalTherapyChicago.com 

Info@ExemplarPhysicalTherapyChicago.com 

 

 

Book club 
The Malibu East book club will 

reconvene at 1 p.m. Sunday, March 1 in 
the Community Room for a discussion 
of James Joyce’s “Dubliners.” 

First published in 1914, this collec-
tion of 15 short stories was meant to be 
a naturalistic depiction of Irish middle-
class life in and around Dublin in the 
early 20th century. 

The stories were written at a time 
when Irish nationalism was at its peak, 
and a search for a national identity and 
purpose was raging. At a crossroads of 
history and culture, Ireland was jolted 
by various converging ideas and 
influences. They center on Joyce’s idea 
of an epiphany: a moment where a 
character has a special moment of self-
understanding or illumination. 

The initial stories in the collection 
are narrated by children as protago-

Board meeting dates 
February 25 
March 24 
April 28 
May 26 
June 23 
July 28 
August 25 

September 15 
(annual meeting) 

September 22 
October 27 
November 17 
December 15 

An updated Xfinity channel 
guide can be found at 

www.MalibuEast.org/tv  



Page 8   February 2020 

The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2020 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 

6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 

Marcel Molins, Board President 
Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

 Tom Vaughan, Chairman of the 
Communications Committee 
Larry Rosen, Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 

 Committee 

Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 
Neil Warner, Editor 

Tracy Poyser, Photo Editor 
Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor 

Bob Butler 
Ron Cohn 
Linda Eng 

Dianne Fishering 
Lynne Forella 

Jo Gayle 
Zohreh Ghavamshahidi 

Katie Heffernan 
Helen Lambin 

Rosemary Lambin 
Myrna Manners 
Ethel Mullin 
Tracy Poyser 
Beth Robinson 
Nancy Stoesser 
Lori Ziesmer 

Restaurant review 

‘New’ Hon Kee enhances 
Argyle dining scene 
By Helen Lambin 

Thirteen to Dine sounds 
rather like the title of an 
Agatha Christie mystery. 
However, in this case it was 
the monthly Dialogue 
dinner held at Hon Kee BBQ & Seafood. 

After 37 years as a mainstay on 
Argyle Street, Hon Kee opened a brand-
new dining room around the corner on 
Winthrop in mid-2018. The restaurant 
conveniently has its own parking lot 
adjacent to it on the north. 

The dining room is a large, brightly 
lit space with huge chandeliers and 
plenty of space between tables. Katie 
noted that it gave a feeling of openness 
and brightness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are roughly 20 categories on 

the extensive Chinese menu, including 
seafood, meat, poultry and vegetarian 
options. The beverage list includes 
varied non-alcoholic options and bar 
service. Tea is complimentary. The 
menu for both can be reviewed online. 

What we ordered from this menu, 
after considerable reflection, were pot 
stickers with soy sauce; roast pork with 
sauce; steamed whole flounder with 
ginger and scallions; string beans with 
pork; and salt and pepper calamari with 
a light, crunchy coating. 

The pork, served at room tempera-
ture, was a combination of lean meat, a 
layer of fat and some crispy bits of skin, 
and was generally popular. 

The pot stickers we ordered as 
appetizers came to the table at the 
same time as the entrees instead. Filled 
only with ground pork, the pot stickers 
had much thicker dough wrappers than 
usual and received mixed reviews. Neil 
and Lori found them too heavy. Others, 
especially Ron and Mary, found them 
savory. 

The crunchy calamari had a nice 
taste and received somewhat mixed 
reviews. Some liked it very much, like 
Neil and Helen. Lori, however, found it 
just adequate. The dish is usually 
served spicy, but we requested moder-
ate spice. How much spice is just right 

perhaps even a bargain, considering the 
portion sizes and the roomy, comforta-
ble setting. Glasses of wine are under 
$10. Our group of 13 paid an average of 
$22 per person for the shared dishes, 
an alcoholic beverage, tax and tip. 

With its new dining room and 
expanded menu, Hon Kee has boosted 
its status as an interesting dining option 
in the area known as Asia on Argyle. 
 
Hon Kee BBQ & Seafood 
5009 N. Winthrop 
773-878-6650 
honkeerestaurant.com 
Hours: 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Wed.-Mon.; 
closed Tue. 

can be a hot issue. 
The steamed whole flounder was 

nicely presented on a platter – deboned 
by the waitstaff at our request so that it 
could be more easily portioned – and 
was generally found very tasty. This 
was Lori’s favorite of the items we 
ordered. Perhaps fearing there would-
n’t be enough fish to go around, Ron, 
Anita and Helen didn’t sample it. 

One of the most popular dishes was 
the string beans with ground pork, very 
tasty and well-textured, but like the 
calamari, the dish was less spicy than 
its Szechuan cousin, which was some-
what of a disappointment to several 
diners. 

In terms of beverages, one diner was 
disappointed with her pinot noir, 
others were happy with the sauvignon 
and merlot, and Ron and Helen found 
their martinis very satisfactory. Paula, 
one of the Dialogue Diners, had baked a 
delicious pistachio cake to share with 
us to celebrate her birthday, so we 
didn’t try any of the restaurant’s 
dessert offerings. 

There were a few missteps in the 
service, such as serving an entre e 
before the appetizer and a delay in 
asking us about drinks. Otherwise, the 
waitstaff was welcoming and offered 
helpful menu descriptions and advice 
about the dishes when asked. 

The prices at Hon Kee are moderate, 
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