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By Tracy Poyser 
It’s a weekday in De-

cember when Amazon’s in 
overdrive, residents are 
expecting furniture deliv-
eries, and there’s a move 
and several construction projects 
underway in the building. Just imagine 
all of this happening without one of the 
essential nerve centers of our Malibu 
East village – our Receiving Room and 
its hardworking attendants. Veteran 
Norma Bolante, who started here 
almost 30 years ago, in January 1991, 
has the weekday shift from 7 a.m. to 
3 p.m., and Jessica Walendzinski han-
dles the 1-7 p.m. shift, and often the 
Saturday hours from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(Jess has been working with us for two 
years now.) And, you’ll often see Yanis, 
Joel or another maintenance staffer as 
backup for great continuity of service. 

Among them, they are tasked to keep 
track of packages, accept returns, check 
in movers and construction crews, 
manage the loading dock traffic and 
security, all the while greeting everyone 
with a smile and staying focused on 
their tasks. But, it’s not just the staff 
that makes our Receiving Room 
function flawlessly – it also takes 
understanding from all of us as 
“customers” to avoid problems. 
Spending time recently with Norma and 
Jess to get insights into a typical day in 
the life of the Receiving Room sure 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Book club 
Sunday, March 1 
1:00 p.m. - Community Room 

Oldies party 
Saturday, March 7 
7:30 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, March 24 
7:30 p.m. - Windjammer Room 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. For more 
events: malibueast.org/calendar 

opened my eyes, plus it reinforced the 
practical reasons for related condo 
rules. 

When Norma gets to work a bit 
before 7 a.m., contractor vehicles, 
movers and construction vans are 
already in line to get first dibs for the 
best spots in our loading dock and its 
four bays, which have been roped off 
with chains. The first deliveries and 
movers get building/elevator access at 
8 a.m. The two bays closest to the lake 
are reserved for movers and contrac-
tors working in the building that day, 
while the two closest to the entrance 
are reserved for short-term deliveries 
and pickups, with no other standing/
parking allowed. Each bay accommo-
dates two vehicles, one behind the 
other. Those who don’t make it in time 
for a spot need to unload their sup-
plies/equipment while using street 
parking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Norma checks everyone in, makes 

sure the freight elevator has been 
reserved, and verifies that contractors 
have been cleared by the Management 
Office as having a current business 
license and insurance certificate on file. 
Unless a resident has left written 
permission in advance, no one can use 
the freight elevator until Norma has 
reached the resident by phone and 
received access permission, so please 
be home and reachable by phone. 

Security is of primary importance, 
together with making sure that we 
reserve the service elevator for any 
large-scale deliveries and moves. With 
500 units in our building, that’s a lot of 

A day in the life of the Receiving Room 
traffic, especially in the prime moving 
months from late March through the 
summer. All movers or contractors 
must leave their photo ID and cell 
phone number with the Receiving 
Room in return for a freight elevator 
fob. If they’re new, Norma walks them 
over to the freight elevator. But many of 
our remodeling and repair contractors 
are regulars in the building and know 
where to go. 

While the loading dock rush is still 
underway, residents start picking up 
packages from the previous day’s alerts, 
and Norma starts dealing with the 
multifaceted “receiving” part of her 
duties. Between FedEx, UPS, USPS and 
the ubiquitous Amazon’s hold on e-
commerce, there are about 4-6 truck 
deliveries a day, translating into about 
150-175 packages on a normal week-
day. But, in the ever-earlier pre-holiday 
season starting as early as mid-to-late 
November, that number has been 
growing to an avalanche of 400-600 
packages daily. Norma remembers 
when she first started working in 1991 
with the late Kathy Katz, it was so quiet 
that she could almost have read a 
paperback in two days. She could scan 
all the shelves in one glance, and 
logging the packages by hand in her 
famous ledger book was meticulous. I 
still remember Norma’s amazing 
memory for practically every entry, 
even from 10 days prior. And, she had 
to leave phone messages for each 
package, and fill out a slip for the 
mailboxes. She gladly shifted from 
manual to computer-based logging and 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2020 
Attendance: Nine Board members, one 
management representative, four 
residents 
Excused: Carol Beatty, Thomas Irvine, 
Carl Stahlheber 
Presiding: President Marcel Molins 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
1) “Door knockers” and “Laundry Room” 

were added to old/new business. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of Jan. 31)  

Operating and reserve cash 
 $1,724,659 
Investment in units 
 $1,881,232 (11 units) 
Excess of operating revenue over 
expenses 
 $4,926 

2) Delinquencies (as of Feb. 20) 
 $345,979, including $246,698 from 
former residents 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Communications – Thomas Vaughan 

A few units still aren’t getting TV or 
internet service from Comcast due to 
technical problems. 

2) Community Forum – Sam Bullock 
Next forum will be held on March 18, 
with a focus on landscaping, garage 
and balcony/facade project. 

3) Garage – Martina Molins 
Garage was 63 cars below capacity as 
of Jan. 31. No one is on waiting list for 
single self-parking spaces. Two damage 
claims were made in January; both 
were denied. 

4) Green – Sam Bullock 
Recently, Association has received 
fewer reports of its recycled materials 
being contaminated by non-
recyclables. 

5) Public & Community Affairs – Sandy 
Chaet 
ASCO fundraiser to benefit Sheridan 
beautification occurs from 2-5 p.m. 
Sunday, March 8 at Marty’s Martini 
Bar, 1511 W. Balmoral; free admission, 
cash bar. ASCO annual meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. March 25 in the Wind-
jammer Room, with ASCO legal counsel 
Michael Kim discussing legislation, 
including deconversion. North Lake 
Shore Drive Task Force meeting on 
March 9, morning and afternoon 
sessions; attendees must RSVP, see 
alderman or visit ASCO website. At the 

request of Mayor Lightfoot, a team that 
included Smith Engineering and CDOT 
went from Howard Street to South 
Shore a few weeks ago, gathering 
information on the lakefront; the study 
should be completed in spring. Senior 
sewer rebate is being handled by a 
different city department, so no 
information is available yet. Potholes 
were filled on Glenlake to the lake. 

6) Social – Sandy Chaet 
See article, page 6. 

 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items requiring Board action 
1) Urban design and landscaping 

Board hired a contractor to do the 
work. Phases One and Two will be 
done in separate years, with the NW 
corner of the property, dog runs and 
parkways being done this year and the 
atrium area in 2021. 

2) Garage sweeper 
Directors approved a budget of 
$40,000 for the purchase of a sweeper 
for the garage floor, superseding a 
previous motion. 

3) Garage cleaning, self-parker obstruc-
tion 
Management will emphasize to self-
parkers how important it is that they 
leave their keys in the vehicle or with 
the garage manager whenever a garage 
cleaning is scheduled. 

4) Elevator assessment consultant 
Board approved an expenditure to hire 
an elevator consultant after it meets 
with the bidders. 

5) Credit reporting company 
Directors chose a new company to 
provide credit reports for prospective 
residents. 

6) 22.1 disclosure statement 
Approved. 

Old/new business  
1) Garage feasibility proposals 

Board will meet to determine its 
objectives in reconfiguring the garage 
before it interviews prospective 
consultants. 

2) 2020 seasonal landscaping 
Lava rock in atrium will be replaced 
with planters for this year. 

3) Balcony/facade project 
RBS hopes to get an early start as soon 
as weather permits it. 

4) Stack effect projects 
Nothing new. 

5) Boat dock, east stairwell, garage 
repairs 

Demolition and excavation work on 
boat dock will begin next week in 
preparation for installation of new 
emergency generator. 

6) Urban design and landscaping 
beautification 
See above. 

7) Lobby, fourth floor, hallways master 
plan 
On hold. 

8) Garage usage feasibility study 
See above. 

9) Reserve study 
Board hasn’t approved a final version 
of the study. 

10)Asset inventory 
Nothing new. 

11)Rise application 
Nothing new on web portal. 

12)Plaza outdoor signage 
Application for a permit was submitted 
to the city. 

13)Plaza renovation 
Bids due from contractors this week. 

14)Convenience store 
Nothing new. 

15)Plaza valuation appeal 
Real estate tax attorney is appealing 
the assessed valuation of the Plaza. 

16)Malibu Market kitchen exhaust 
Adjustments to the system will be 
made soon. 

17)Realtor lease/sale reports 
Nothing new. 

18)Association-owned units 
Of 11 units owned by the Association 
as of Jan. 31, nine were being rented 
and two were vacant and available for 
sale and/or rent, including a unit that 
was sold in February. 

19)Door knockers 
Because of the prevalence of unit door 
knockers that need attention, manage-
ment will set up a program to address 
this maintenance issue. 

20)Laundry Room 
Management will check with laundry 
vendor as to why washing machines 
don’t have uniform cycle durations. 

 
Open session ended at 9:28 p.m. and went 
into closed session. Open session 
resumed at 10:17 p.m. 
 
RATIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 
ITEM 
1) Board fined an owner $250 for 

numerous noise complaints. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:19 p.m. 

Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 
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CONVENIENCE STORE: The opera-
tors of Malibu Market continue to serve 
daily fresh dishes cooked from scratch, 
breakfast, espresso coffee, and to offer a 
diversified selection of wines and beers, 
and even basic-care products. They can 
deliver to your door for a small fee (call 
773-347-9797). They organize wine 
tastings on Fridays, from 5 to 7 p.m. and 
often combine food tastings at the same 
time. They are usually open at 7 a.m. Do 
not hesitate to contact them to suggest 
any additional products of your 
preference or to place an order. I 
personally find Malibu East fortunate to 
have an operator who cooks a wide 
range of dishes from scratch with 
unique flavors. The diversity of prod-
ucts, beers and wine found in the store 
is also impressive. 

CABLE TV AND INTERNET: A 
minority of units still do not have the 
internet and cable TV services despite 
all the efforts made by Comcast. 
Options are being explored to remedy 
any problems. Management will notify 
the affected residents once a course of 
action is chosen. 

Internet and cable TV issues: If any of 
you still is experiencing a billing or 
installation issue with Comcast other 
than the issue described above, or a 
billing issue with DirecTV, please email 
us with a description of the problem 
along with any available documents in 
order to give us the tools needed to get 
these issues resolved. 

GARAGE REPAIR PROJECT: The 
garage repair work has been complet-
ed. Management and the Board are 
thankful for the patience of our 
residents and their observance of the 
traffic light rules that were implement-
ed to alleviate the temporary condem-
nation of floor ramps. We have noticed 
that since the completion of the garage 
project, residents are more inclined to 
blow their vehicle’s horn at the ramps 
and also appear to be more respectful 
of the speed limit. 

The additional construction work 
that may take place in the coming years 
in the garage may pertain to plumbing, 
HVAC or electrical work. However, the 
under surfaces of the concrete slabs of 
the garage are in need of repair work; 
the work may be performed in the 

coming years, with the timetable being 
undetermined at this time. Note that all 
the concrete repair work completed by 
BACR in 2019 and 2020 was performed 
on top of the concrete slabs, although 
the work was done full depth in some 
small areas. 

The Board of Directors and manage-
ment are currently assessing several 
ride-on garage sweepers in an effort to 
purchase a machine that will improve 
the efficiency and timetable of the 
cleaning process of the garage. The 
sweeper will be used to remove and 
vacuum soot, dust, debris and grit, after 
which the janitorial crew will power-
wash the floors, walls, curbs and 
concrete bumpers. Having a powerful 
sweeper will help the staff to proceed 
with garage cleaning more efficiently, 
and therefore more frequently. Note 
that each cleaning necessitates the 
cooperation of the self-parkers, who 
must either move their vehicles as 
indicated by the garage manager, or 
leave their keys with the garage 
manager to enable their vehicles to be 
moved by the garage staff. Any self-
parked vehicles that are not relocated 
as requested result in a loss of time and 
incomplete cleaning. The cleaning of the 
garage is done in phases, one-half of a 
floor at a time; the cleaning is usually 
spread over four to five days. 

FAÇADE AND BALCONY PROJECT: 
RBS staged its scaffolds on the south 
side of the building on Feb. 24. RBS, our 
contractor, and KGH Architects will 
investigate the condition of the con-
crete walls and balconies to determine 
the areas of concrete to be repaired. 
The condensers located on the south 
balconies (except for the L tier) will be 
all disconnected in the early stage of 
Phase Four. An email blast will be sent 
to our residents and door-dropped as 
soon as the disconnection dates are 
confirmed by RBS. The initial work of 
Phase Four will consist of repairing and 
coating the areas under each conden-
ser, reconnecting the condensers, and 
then focusing on the main areas of the 
balconies. Concrete work on the walls 
of the south tiers will follow. The goal is 
to have all condensers of the south tiers 
reconnected before the warm weather 
arrives. 

Those of our residents who will need 
help to remove their belongings from 
the balconies should contact manage-
ment as soon as possible. The Board 
offers all that assistance at no cost. 

However, please be reminded that 
any residents who do not vacate their 
balconies as requested by RBS, or give 
access to their units as requested by 
Call Joe, may be billed the additional 
construction and administrative costs 
resulting from their failure to respond 
in a timely manner to the requests of 
contractors, consultants and manage-
ment. 

URBAN DESIGN AND LANDSCAP-
ING: The Board of Directors inter-
viewed the two best bidders who had 
submitted a proposal based on the 
drawings and specifications prepared 
by Bernard Jacobs Landscape Architect. 
The Board will discuss this project at its 
February meeting. The project as 
presented to the bidders is separated 
into two phases. Phase One is planned 
to be completed in 2020 and consists of 
the renovation of the corner of Glenlake 
and Sheridan, the Sheridan and 
Glenlake parkways, and the relocation 
of the dog run. Phase Two of the project 
is planned to be completed in 2021 and 
consists of the comprehensive renova-
tion of the atrium, including the 
lighting, pavers, 15-minute parking 
area, bike apron, etc. Both contractors 
have suggested to perform the two 
phases together in 2020; they offered a 
credit equivalent to the savings in 
staging and economy of scale for the 
labor force. 

FITNESS ROOM: Residents using the 
Fitness Room should please be courte-
ous to your neighbors who are sweating 
and concentrating on improving their 
health by turning off your cell phone 
and refraining from having a phone 
conversation or using any device that 
produces noise or music as it will 
distract the other occupants of the 
room. 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

2019-20 Board of Directors 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
Indoor park, six gym floors, trapeze classes, 
senior activities, athletic equipment, 
meeting room, computer center, dancing 
floor, shuffleboard, weights, arts and crafts, 
aerobics, ping pong, after-school activities 
and more. 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, March 17, 6:30 p.m. 
Engine 70 fire house 
6060 N. Clark (use north entrance)  
(3rd Tuesday of each month) 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: noon-8 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed on Sundays) 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Current exhibits: “The Chicago Conspiracy 
Trial: One Juror’s Ordeal,” “Edgewater 
Beach Hotel: 100 Years Later” and “High 
Water and Hell” 
Regular museum hours: 
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR CENTER 
Organized activities for seniors, Monday 
through Friday, throughout the year. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Adult day wellness programs for persons 60 
and over. Gentle yoga, tai chi, music, 
exercise, lunch and snacks. 
Transportation provided within boundary 
area. 
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
WhiteCraneWellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

CITY LIT THEATER 
“Thirteen Days,” adapted by Brian 
Pastor 
A world premiere adaptation of John F. 
Kennedy’s memoir of the Cuban missile 
crisis, incorporating recently-made-public 
transcripts of JFK’s strategy sessions. All the 
roles of white men will be played by a 
diverse ensemble of women.  
March 6 thru April 19 
Edgewater Presbyterian Church 
1020 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-293-3682 
citylit.org 

GALLERY OF CONTEMPORARY MOSAICS 
“Class Act 2020” 
This juried exhibition features students, 

both novice and advanced, who have 
studied at CMS from 2005-present. 
Thru March 9 
1127 W. Granville 
gallerygocm.com 

IDLE MUSE THEATRE COMPANY 
“In the Next Room (or the Vibrator 
Play)” by Sarah Ruhl 
1880s New York. When her physician 
husband creates a unique piece of 
machinery to massage the growing 
affliction of “female hysteria,” Catherine 
Givings embarks on new discoveries of her 
own. As Dr. Givings garners the attention of 
new patients, Catherine finds her own 
attention drawn to what occurs “in the next 
room” and what it means for her.  
March 6 thru April 5 
The Edge Off Broadway 
1133 W. Catalpa 
773-340-9438 
idlemuse.org 

INTERROBANG THEATRE 
“Here Lies Henry” by Daniel MacIvor 
Henry is nervous, a self-proclaimed liar, and 
compelled by some unknown force to tell us 
his life story along with something we don't 
already know. This spellbinding head-
scratcher of a one-man play twists and 
turns, flips and sidesteps through Henry's 
struggle to grasp the meaning of life, love, 
beauty, death, truth and lies.  
Feb. 28 thru March 28 
Rivendell Theatre 
5779 N. Ridge 
interrobangtheatreproject.com 

JACKALOPE THEATRE 
“Fast Company” by Carla Ching 
Mable Kwan is the best grifter that ever 
lived. She taught sons H and Francis to be 
the best roper and fixer around. When 
youngest daughter Blue puts together the 
score of the decade, will they all get in on 
the action, or who will walk away with it 
all? 
March 10 thru April 11 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
jackalopetheatre.org 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
Beethoven Lieder Recital 
Vocal performance majors will be joined by 
pianist Cody Bradley to present a recital of 
Beethoven songs that trace the span of his 
career.  
Saturday, March 14, noon  
Skowronski Music Hall 
“Missa Gaia” by Paul Winter 
The dance program, Chamber Choir, 
University Chorale and Women's Chorus 
unite to present composer Paul Winter’s 
“Missa Gaia/Earth Mass” as a celebration of 
Earth’s great beauty and the mystery of its 
life-giving force. 
Saturday, March 21, 7:30 p.m. 
Madonna della Strada chapel 
“Scenes from the Odyssey” 
An ingenious adaptation of Homer’s Greek 
myth “The Odyssey” begins in a modern 
context, with a young woman struggling to 
understand a translation of the great work. 
As the play progresses, the 10-year journey 
of Odysseus is brought to life through 
classic mythological characters. 
March 26 thru April 5 
Newhart Family Theatre 
All of above events are held inside 
Mundelein Center for the Fine and 
Performing Arts, 1020 W. Sheridan, except 
the one at Madonna della Strada chapel, 
6501 N. Kenmore 

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

artsevents.luc.edu/events 
THE PLAGIARISTS 

“Poison” by Dusty Wilson 
In 17th century Paris, poison-makers are 
the favorite artisans of the rich. Madame 
Bosse could have been a great doctor, but 
instead must make poisons to feed her 
family. Eventually she learns that justice is 
only for the rich and powerful. Pay what 
you can. 
Thru March 14 
Berger Park Coach House 
6205 N. Sheridan 
773-963-7721  
theplagiarists.org/poison 

RAVEN THEATRE 
“A Doll’s House” by Henrik Ibsen 
Nora, a spirited young housewife, is a 
radical thinker trapped in the patriarchal 
world of 1870s Norway. Life with her 
husband, Torvald, is comfortable, if 
uninteresting. As her marriage, her 
relationships and her world crumble 
following the reappearance of an old 
acquaintance, she begins to speak her mind 
and question what she really wants for 
herself. 
Thru March 22 
“Mlima’s Tale” by Lynn Nottage 
Taking us on a journey from the heart of 
Africa and around the world, this play is the 
story of Mlima, a magnificent elephant 
trapped in the clandestine international 
ivory market. It’s a powerful story that 
makes us question whether unconditional 
virtue is nonexistent within the internation-
al system of economic power, culture and 
politics. Produced by Griffin Theatre 
Company. 
Thru March 21 
6157 N. Clark 
773-338-2177 
raventheatre.com 

REDTWIST THEATRE 
“Rabbit Summer” by Tracey Conyer Lee 
Wilson and Ruby have the picture-perfect 
marriage. But when family friend Claire 
comes to stay with them after losing her 
husband, the perfect family dynamic 
fractures. Suddenly Wilson and Ruby’s 
marriage is tested by old secrets, new lies 
and a shaken society in this tragicomedy.  
Thru March 22 
1044 W. Bryn Mawr 
773-728-7529 
redtwist.org 

STEEP THEATRE 
“The Leopard Play, or sad songs for lost 
boys” by Isaac Gomez 
All families have secrets, but some live in an 
underbelly too dark to even whisper about. 
After 10 years of walking away, Son returns 
to his home along the U.S./Mexican border, 
searching for answers about his uncle’s 
mysterious death, but what he finds there 
are the men he tried to escape and the 
memories he thought he left behind.  
Thru March 14 
“Bubble” by Kieran Hurley 
Staged reading of a new play by award-
winning Scottish playwright Hurley, 
exploring freedom of speech in the 
university community and the nature of 
online debate. Free; advance reservations 
strongly encouraged. Presented at The 
Boxcar as part of Theatre Uncut. 
March 26-28, 8 p.m.  
1115 W. Berwyn 
773-649-3186  
steeptheatre.com 
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March Madness, big-
time basketball on 
North Side 

By Ron Cohn 
Get ready for college 

basketball to make its 
annual spring into the 
national spotlight, with perhaps a 
special focus once again on our neigh-
borhood. The NCAA Tournament, 
beginning with “Selection Sunday” on 
March 15, captures the attention of 
sports fans and non-fans alike, with 
widespread participation in “bracket 
pools” helping make it one of America’s 
favorite sporting events. It starts with 
the country’s 68 best teams, and the 
champion is decided on April 6, after an 
action-packed process of elimination. 

Three weeks of high drama, but none 
so dramatic for us as two years ago, 
when the Loyola University Ramblers 
became the tournament’s “Cinderella 
team,” scoring upset after upset all the 
way to the Final Four, the last remain-
ing teams with a chance to win it all. 

As an 11-seed, Loyola became a 
popular favorite and local sensation 
before losing to Michigan in the 
semifinals. More so than for any 
member of the team, national celebrity 
came for “Sister Jean,” Loyola’s spirited 
chaplain. Sister Jean Delores Schmidt 
BVM, who turned 100 years old last 
year, continues to provide inspirational 
leadership for this season’s Ramblers 
on their run for inclusion in the NCAA 
Tournament. 

The story of today’s promising team 
is yet to be written as this issue of the 
Dialogue goes to press. The Ramblers 
were locked in a four-team battle for 
supremacy in the Missouri Valley 
Conference. 

2017-18 only Loyola’s 
second-best season 

As the Ramblers survived round after 
round of the tournament two years ago, 
the story line turned to the last time 
Loyola had made that climb. Fifty-five 
years earlier, the unheralded school 
from Rogers Park was the unlikely 
1962-63 national champion, winner of 
the final game in overtime over heavily 
favored two-time defending champion 
Cincinnati. Their victory was one of the 
biggest sports stories of that year. 
Loyola made it to the NCAA tourney 
four more times before 2018, reaching 
the Sweet Sixteen regional semis one 
year after the championship season and 

again in 1985. 
Neighbor with unique perspective 
Only 23 Loyola basketball players 

have been drafted to play professionally 
in the NBA since 1949, and only three of 
them were chosen as first-round picks. 
That high honor, no pun intended, was 
earned by your 7-foot neighbor LaRue 
Martin. The star center on the Rambler 
teams from 1969 to 1972, LaRue 
became the first overall pick in the 
1972 NBA draft, selected by the 
Portland Trail Blazers. Today the 
Illinois public affairs and community 
services manager for United Parcel 
Service, LaRue and his wife, Kim, have 
lived at Malibu East since 2015. Next 
time you see him (and how can you 
miss him?) in the Lobby or elevator, 
greet him with a “Go Ramblers!” 

Big-time Chicago hoops 
started in ’40s 

George Mikan, born in Joliet, entered 
DePaul University in 1942. The awk-
ward 6-foot-10, 245-pounder wore 
thick glasses and was bright and 
intelligent, but shy. He became a project 
for legendary coach Ray Meyer, then in 
his first year at DePaul at age 28. The 
rest, as they say, is history. Mikan was 
transformed into a confident, aggres-
sive player who so dominated the sport 
of basketball that it was necessary to 
rewrite many pages of the rule book. 
Unstoppable on offense, he led the 
nation in scoring in the 1943-44 and 
1944-45 seasons, was named NCAA 
Player of the Year twice and was an All-
American three times. He led DePaul to 
the national championship in 1945. 

Mikan signed with the Chicago 
American Gears, our city’s pro team in 
the National Basketball League in 1946, 
and promptly led them to the champi-
onship in the World Basketball Tourna-
ment, of which he was named Most 
Valuable Player. The top of the hill in 
professional basketball was established, 
and it was located 
in Chicago. 

But our reign as 
the sport’s capital 
city was destined to 
be brief. Filled with 
confidence bred of 
having the premier 
franchise player, 
Maurice White, 
owner of the Gears, 
pulled his team out 
of the NBL before 
the 1947-48 season 
to start his own 

16-team league, the Professional 
Basketball League of America. White’s 
ambitious plan collapsed after just one 
month, and his players were distributed 
among the other NBL teams, with 
Mikan landing on the Minneapolis 
Lakers. 

Predictably, the Lakers dominated 
the NBL, which then merged with the 
Basketball Association of America in 
1949 to become the NBA, and a dynasty 
began, with the Lakers winning the 
championship five of the next six years. 
Struggling financially after Mikan’s 
retirement, the Lakers sought success 
in Los Angeles before the 1960-61 
season, while we in Chicago were 
destined to wait 30 years for a dynasty 
of our own to materialize. 

 
 Percy L. Smith 

 
REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Contracts pending on 36E, 7D 
Lease pending on 44M 

Q & A with Linda Linda Linda 

Cat litter disposal 
By Linda Eng 

Second in a series 
Question from TP: I have cats and I 

want to responsibly take care of their 
litter. What should I do with it? 

Answer from LE: Well, there are two 
obvious options to this stinky, everyday 
issue, but here is clearly the best one. 

Cat owners are asked to: 
1. Double-bag the litter. 
2. Place the bag on the floor of the 

bulk refuse room (recycling room) so 
the staff can dispose of it overnight. 

Bags that are dropped down the 
garbage chute have a good chance of 
breaking and creating a bad odor inside 
the chute and, eventually, in the 
residential hallways. 

We thank property manager Violette 
Deschamps for this information. 

Do you have a question about Malibu 
East? If so, please send your question to 
questions@malibueast.org and I 
will do my best to get you an answer. 
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Social events 
By Sandy Chaet 

The Malibu East book club, chaired 
by Linda Touchstone, will meet on 
Sunday, March 1 at 1 p.m. in the 
Community Room. Our book club is one 
year old, and we have read and dis-
cussed various types of books. Next up 
is “Dubliners” by James Joyce, a 
collection of short stories. After the 
discussion, a new book will be chosen 
by those in attendance. 

On Saturday, March 7, the Social 
Committee will host a “Best of the 
Oldies Party.” DJ Dominic Wayne will 
provide music from the ’50s, ’60s, ’70s 
and ’80s, plus disco, Motown and line 

dances. He will also play your requests. 
Our refreshments will be catered by 
Malibu Market; wine and soda will also 
be provided. See the flyer for additional 
information. Please return the RSVP 
slip to the Management Office and/or 
doorman to the attention of the Social 
Committee, so it can plan accordingly. 
This was a well-received, fun party in 
the past, so we hope you join us this 
time. 

The annual Easter egg hunt will take 
place on Saturday, April 4 for children 
under the age of 10. All children must 
be accompanied by an adult. We will 
meet in the Community Room at 10 
a.m., followed PROMPTLY at 10:15 a.m. 
by the Easter egg hunt. Please have 

your child bring a basket or bag to hold 
the eggs. 

Save the date: Saturday, April 18. 
Mike Valentine and the Heartbeats, who 
performed their “Legends of Rock & 
Roll” show here last June, will be back. 
Residents so enjoyed the performance 
that they asked for a return appearance. 
This will be a different show, highlight-
ing the “Rat Pack,” along with other 
music. More details to follow. 

HUGE SALE 

6033 North Sheridan Rd, Chicago, IL 

Malibu East Apt 24H 

Friday, March 6 and Saturday, March 7 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

• Women’s clothing, accessories, some 
jewelry 

• Houseware items, linens, etc. 

• Holiday decorations (every holiday) 

• Fine china 

• Furniture 

• Small kitchen appliances 

• Lots of cookware 
 

Call with any questions: 

Janna Lewis 608-279-6110 

or Email jannalewis94@gmail.com 

Coming SOON 
3 Bedroom unit for sale in Malibu East. 

Contact Amin at 773-552-5955 or 
email sheridancondo12a@gmail.com 

This 2000 Sq. Ft. Lakefront unit is the only 
3 Bedroom unit per floor. 

Every room has a beautiful Lake view 
(facing East and South corner).   

Unit is equipped with new SS appliances 
and Quartz countertops. 

New wooden floors in entire unit. 

Freshly painted with neutral color. 

You will hard pressed to find a better 
managed, fiscally stable Lakefront 

condominium property than Malibu East. 

An updated Xfinity channel 
guide can be found at 

www.MalibuEast.org/tv  
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Restaurant review 

Authentic tastes of 
Peru 
By Beth Robinson 

Taste of Peru has been serving 
authentic Peruvian cuisine in a little 
strip mall in Rogers Park since 1998. 
The interior of the restaurant tells its 
story. Colorful Andean fabric under 
heavy, clear plastic covers the tables. A 
“Cesar Izquierdo” honorary street sign 
jutting out from the wall announces the 
owner’s name, and reviews and 
recognitions accumulated over the 
years line the front window. The “no 
Chilean pisco” sign at the entrance is a 
playful reminder that this place is 
serious about its Peruvian identity. 

The Dialogue Diners’ table for 11 
took up almost half of the restaurant on 
a Tuesday night. Service was warm and 
welcoming but relaxed. The waiter took 
time to explain menu items and make 
suggestions for ordering. The restau-
rant is BYOB. In addition to wine and 
margaritas, we brought a bottle of 
pisco, a clear liquor distilled from 
grapes (luckily for us it was made in 
Peru). The waiter took it away and 
brought back a frothy cold pitcher of 
pisco sours. 

satisfying dish of shredded chicken in a 
walnut cream sauce served with rice 
and potato. Lomo saltado featured 
saute ed strips of rib eye with onions, 
tomato, french fries and rice. Our third 
dish, arroz con mariscos, was a seafood 
paella with snow crab, fish, squid and 
shrimp cooked in beer. Tracy thought 
the seafood was perfectly cooked. The 
dish was tasty, though not as impres-
sive as some of the others. All three 
entrees were flavorful without hot 
spices. The bowl of sauce on the table, 
however, was so hot it gave me hiccups. 
The group did not have room for 
dessert, but I took home delicious 
alfajores, cookie sandwiches filled with 
caramelly dulce de leche. 

The cost of dinner was very reasona-
ble at $15 per person, and the group 
consensus was that this friendly 
neighborhood spot was a great place to 
share a meal. Noticing the laundromat 
in the mall, Katie joked that she would 
do her laundry next time while eating 
dinner. 

 
Taste of Peru (Sabor Peruano) 
6545 N. Clark St. 
773-381-4540 
www.tasteofperu.com 
Hours: 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Sun.-Thu.; 
11:30 a.m.-11 p.m. Fri.-Sat. 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

• Comprehensive examination to identify cause of your symptoms 

• 1:1 Treatment by a highly skilled manual physical therapist 

• Resumption of your Active and Healthy Lifestyle 

• Conveniently located in your neighborhood 

Come experience the “Exemplar Difference” 
1830 W. Foster, Suite CW; Chicago, Illinois 60640 

P: (773) 516-4146 F: (773) 961-7922 

www.ExemplarPhysicalTherapyChicago.com 

Info@ExemplarPhysicalTherapyChicago.com 

 

The menu includes appetizers, 
individual meals and blue plates (family
-sized servings). From the long list of 
starters, we ordered chicken and beef 
empanadas, papa rellena (a fried patty 
of mashed potatoes stuffed with a filling 
of beef, boiled egg, raisins and olives) 
and two kinds of ceviche, one with fish 
and the other with mixed seafood. 
Helen and Tracy enjoyed the ceviches, 
served with large kernels of Peruvian 
corn, sweet potato and white potato to 
balance the tart, spicy taste of the 
seafood marinade. Neil especially liked 
the flaky crust and moist fillings of the 
empanadas and the hearty papa rellena. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Avoiding some of the more unusual 

individual entrees on the menu – cau-
cau tripe stew, for example – we shared 
three. The favorite of Ron, Anita and 
almost everyone, aji de gallina was a 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2020 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 

6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 

Marcel Molins, Board President 
Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

 Tom Vaughan, Chairman of the 
Communications Committee 
Larry Rosen, Webmaster 
www.MalibuEast.org 

 Committee 

Dialogue@MalibuEast.org 
Neil Warner, Editor 

Tracy Poyser, Photo Editor 
Larry Rosen, Graphics Editor 

Bob Butler 
Ron Cohn 
Linda Eng 

Dianne Fishering 
Lynne Forella 

Jo Gayle 
Zohreh Ghavamshahidi 

Katie Heffernan 
Helen Lambin 

Rosemary Lambin 
Myrna Manners 
Ethel Mullin 
Tracy Poyser 
Beth Robinson 
Nancy Stoesser 
Lori Ziesmer 

tracking and automated notifications to 
residents by either email, text or phone, 
and she loves the new system. 

With the Packagetrack.net software, 
our attendants enter the unit number, 
delivery method, sender, size of 
package, delivery method and other 
information such as “perishable.” And, 
for easier retrieval, a marker pen is 
used on a prominent spot on the 
package to enter the last name, unit 
number, “P” for perishable, and delivery 
method. With packages signed out on-
screen by a resident or neighbor/
relative when picking up, it’s very rare 
that items get misplaced, and Norma 
doesn’t recall an actual theft in her 29 
years. She and Jess try everything in 
their power to track down any missing 
items and take special care with small 
ones or soft-sided envelopes that can 
slip off the shelves. 

Norma generally has some last-
minute deliveries from the previous day 
to process and keeps checking to make 
sure the shelves are easy to access, with 
the recipient ID on each package as 
visible as possible. That has become 
much easier since the Receiving Room 
was remodeled a few years ago, with 
more efficient use of the space, new 
shelving and reception countertops 
allowing more space for computers, 
plus better sight lines for security. The 
shelves are organized vertically by tier, 
and floor/unit numbers within each 
tier, with small- to medium-sized 
packages on the shelves, and big items 
in front. There’s a special area for 
perishables, and a locked safe for high-
security items such as checkbooks or 
other valuables. But, with just one 
refrigerator, it’s important for us to pick 
up those nice fruit and cheese baskets 
right away; otherwise, Norma and Jess 
will eat them (just joking). 

When Jessica arrives for her 1-7 p.m. 
shift, the two of them review the 
priorities and expected loading dock 
traffic for the rest of the day. The two-
hour overlap between their shifts 
allows for a smoother early afternoon, 
especially on hectic days. Asked about 
the physical demands of a job that 
requires not just being on her feet all 
day, but bending, stretching, lifting and 
carrying, Norma tells me that she’s 
worked since she was 15 years old, and 
that working in the Receiving Room is 
better than a fitness club and has kept 

Receiving Room 
(Continued from page 1) 

diplomacy as well as humor. 
Here are just a few things we can do 

to help our hardworking Receiving 
Room staff: 
• Pick up packages as soon as you can 

– especially perishables and over-
sized items. 

• No live animals, please – seriously, 
there have been snakes, birds and 
fish. 

• Damaged items will be reported to 
you right away, but it’s up to you to 
contact the sender. 

• Reserve the freight elevator as early 
as possible, for both moves and 
large deliveries. 

• Make sure that your contractors are 
registered with the Management 
Office. 
Let’s show our appreciation to our 

hardworking Receiving Room staff with 
a thank you, a smile and maybe some of 
those perishables that may ruin your 
diet☺ – chocolate included. Norma and 
Jess can walk off the extra calories in no 
time. 

her healthy for 29 years. 
Jessica’s afternoon is no less busy. 

After 3 p.m., she contacts the office for 
the next day’s moves or large deliveries. 
She gets especially busy during the 
Receiving Room’s own rush-hour traffic 
from about 5-7 p.m., when residents 
pick up packages on the way in from 
work, or realize they have almost 
missed the 7 p.m. closing. She needs to 
make sure that contractors and movers 
have checked out and no one’s blocking 
or remaining in the loading dock bays – 
construction hours close at 6 p.m. More 
often than not, there’s a last-minute 
Amazon package delivery just as she’s 
trying to close up. She needs to chain 
the four loading bays for the night, lock 
and bar the dock-side building en-
trance, and leave any special alerts for 
Norma in the morning. Jess also works 
many of the 7 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday 
shifts, and Sunday holiday hours during 
December. 

Both Norma and Jess told me that 
getting to know our residents over time 
makes the job easier and more pleasur-
able. Norma especially has witnessed 
many happy and sad events in the life of 
our vertical village. That’s why they 
both hold discretion and confidentiality 
in very high regard. And, as with any 
people-focused service that may 
require dealing with unhappy or 
impatient people, they value a sense of 

Board meeting dates 
March 24 
April 28 
May 26 
June 23 
July 28 
August 25 

September 15 
(annual meeting) 

September 22 
October 27 
November 17 
December 15 


