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Each year the Dialogue publishes 
various reports that were presented at 
the annual meeting of unit owners, this 
year held on Sept. 15 via Zoom. With 
other reports found on the following 
pages, we begin with the report by Board 
president Marcel Molins. 

By Marcel Molins 

Good evening, ladies 
and gentlemen, fellow 
owners and friends. 

I have been informed 
that we have a quorum, so 
I am asking that the annual meeting be 
called to order. 

As required by law, I am asking 
whether anybody wishes to nominate 
an owner who is not already on the 
ballot, as a candidate for the Board 
election. None has been nominated, so 
we will continue with the meeting. 

The names of the Board members 
whose term expires today are Art Arfa, 
Sandy Chaet, Tom Irvine, Robert 
Larson, Joan Scholl and I. All of them 
should be thanked for having served 
the last two years on the Board. 

I would like to name now those 
owners who are candidates for election 
to the Board: Art Arfa, Kenneth Bares, 
Vicki Blair, Sandy Chaet, Jennifer Eicher, 
Joan Scholl and I. 

If you exclude me, it is noticeable 
that all candidates have fantastic 
qualifications, and even though not all 
might be elected, the building will be 
well served by those elected. 

Before we proceed with the meeting, 
I would like to recognize a former 
owner who passed away within the last 
couple of weeks, and who served in the 
past on the Board: Richard Strauss. 

He loved the building and gave 
untold hours for the good of Malibu 
East Condominium. Richard served on 
the Board for many years as treasurer 
and more recently as first vice presi-
dent in charge of projects. 

Richard was a very good man. He had 
a strong character but was very 
magnanimous and understanding. He 
had a very acute sense of fairness and 
integrity; he considered that honesty 
was paramount. As he used to say, we 
must be like the wife of Caesar: real 
honest but also have the appearance of 
honesty. He wanted the Association to 
have a strong reserve to cover emer-
gencies. He used to say that since the 

Board is responsible for the walls and 
roofs of the homes at Malibu East, we 
need to have, at all times, the funds to 
cover unexpected expenses. He will be 
missed. 

Let us spend some time in silence to 
show him our respect. May he rest in 
peace. 

In past years I would start the annual 
meeting by saying that the year passed 
very fast. It is not so this year. It seems 
like an eternity. COVID-19 clearly has 

State of the Association 
changed our lives and it has not yet 
gone away. 

In spite of the virus, or maybe 
because of the virus, the work has been 
at times quite frenetic. The projects 
have continued without a pause and 
COVID-19 has added at times a sense of 
anxiety. 

The vital issue has been and is, of 
course, the safety and well-being of all 
the residents, the staff and the visitors 
of the building. COVID-19 has provided 
some challenges and, due to its novelty, 
we had to hope we were choosing the 
correct course of actions, but maybe we 
didn’t. 

My job tonight is to give you an 
overall view of the work done during 
this last year and to let you know where 
we stand. The treasurer and the chairs 
of the committees will provide you with 
a more detailed status of some of the 
projects. 

A very large majority of owners have 
approved the program of purchase and 
sale or lease of units undertaken by the 
Board over the years. It has clearly 
resulted in maintaining the value of the 
units and also made some money for 
the Association. 

In order to continue to enhance the 
value of the units, the Board decided 
that the time had come not only to do 
the major repairs required around the 
building but also to modernize the 
common elements. Professionals have 
been hired to assist management and 
the Board on the best course of action. 

One of the recommendations of the 
(Continued on page 6) Malibu East events 

and meetings 

Book club 
Sunday, Oct. 4 
1:00 p.m. - Community Room 
 (face covering required) 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, Oct. 27 
7:30 p.m. - via Zoom conference 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. For more 
events: malibueast.org/calendar 

 

Our condolences 
to the family  
and friends of 

 

Leon LeRoy 
 

Richard Strauss 

New sign at NW corner 
(Photo by Tracy Poyser) 
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Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 

Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2020 
This Board meeting was held virtually via 
Zoom video conferencing for directors and 
via telephone conferencing for owners. 
Attendance: Twelve Board members, two 
management representatives, 11 residents 
Presiding: President Marcel Molins 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
1) “Air handler heating system” was added 

to items requiring Board action.  
2) “Uniforms for doormen” was added to 

old/new business. 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of Aug. 31)  

Operating and reserve cash 
 $1,005,779 
Investment in units 
 $1,468,189 (nine units) 
Excess of operating revenue over 
expenses 
 $412,118 

2) Delinquencies (as of Sept. 16) 
 $362,470, including $238,600 from 
former residents 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
No committee reports were given. 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items requiring Board action 
1) 2021 draft budget 

Board voted to send to the owners for 
their review a draft budget that provides 
for a 6% increase in assessments and 
increases of $12 to $16 in monthly 
parking rates. Board will vote to adopt 
the budget at its October or November 
meeting. 

2) Meeting start times 
Directors moved the starting times of 
upcoming Board and unit owner 
meetings from 7:30 to 7 p.m. until further 
notice. 

3) Unit door and lockbox 
Tabled. 

4) 22.1 disclosure statement 
Directors authorized the treasurer and 
property manager to update the numbers 
before getting Board approval. 

5) Air handler heating system 
Board approved an expenditure for a 
more permanent solution to repair the 
east handler, subject to a review of bids 
by the Executive Committee. 

Old/new business  
1) Pool closure 

Directors voted to close the swimming 
pools for the season on Sept. 29, based on 
forecasts of colder weather. 

2) Noise rule policy 
Management has distributed this new 
policy to all residents. 

3) Nonsmoking survey 

Board plans to survey the owners about 
whether to make Malibu East a nonsmok-
ing building. 

4) Coronavirus protocol 
Management reports that residents have 
mostly been wearing face coverings and 
maintaining physical distancing in the 
common areas. 

5) Boat dock visits 
Management is scheduling times for 
residents to visit the renovated boat 
dock, with the first one being Sept. 24. 

6) Elevator assessment report 
Management received a revised report 
from the consultant and will go out to 
bid. 

7) Sliding door water testing 
Pending a report from engineering firm 
KGH. 

8) Urban design & landscaping 
See page 3.  

9) Balcony-facade project 
Should be finished by the end of October, 
weather permitting. 

10)Hallway carpet cleaning 
Work is being done by in-house staff. 

11)Carpet and covering on balconies 
Board assigned a subcommittee to devise 
a policy for what items should or should 
not be permitted on the balconies and 
whether a rule change is necessary. 

12)Electricity update 
Electricity contract doesn’t expire until 
2021. No action taken. 

13)Plaza renovation 
New carpeting for the Plaza is being 
manufactured. 

14)Reserve study 
Nothing new. 

15)Plaza rentals 
Nothing new. 

16)Association-owned units 
The Association owns nine units, all of 
which are being rented.  

17)COVID-19 cases 
No new cases since August; all have been 
resolved. 

18)Comcast billing 
Nothing new. 

19)Uniforms for doormen 
New uniforms are being made. 

 
The open session ended at 9:14 p.m. and 
went into closed session. Any decisions 
reached by the Board in closed session will 
be ratified during open session at the 
Oct. 27 Board meeting. 
 
Annual meeting of unit owners 
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2020 
Presiding: President Marcel Molins 
1) Quorum 

A quorum of 39.027% was represented 

at the meeting, either in person or by 
proxy. 

2) Transfer of operating excess 
Owners approved a resolution to transfer 
the excess of 2020 Operating Fund 
revenues over expenses, as determined 
by the audit, to the Replacement Fund. 
Vote was 29.409% for the resolution, 
0.590% against. 

3) Election of directors 
See page 5 for vote totals. 

 

Board of Directors meeting 
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2020 
1) Election of officers 

See page 9 for list of officers elected for 
2020-21 term. 

Budget preview 
By Joan Scholl 

The Finance Committee and manage-
ment are in the process of preparing the 
preliminary 2021 budget, which will be 
approved for distribution to owners at 
the Sept. 22, 2020, Board meeting. 
Owners will receive the preliminary 
budget for their review in early 
October. The final budget will be 
adopted at either the October or 
November Board meeting. 

A preview of the 2021 budget 
includes the following: 
• An assessment increase of 6 to 7%. 

The increase is needed because 
operating costs continue to increase; 
actual capital expenditures in 2020 
will exceed the amounts budgeted; 
the urban design and landscaping 
project will be completed and paid 
for in 2021; and a portion of the cost 
of future capital projects will begin 
to be funded. 

• An increase of $12 to $16 in monthly 
parking fees, and an increase of $1 
to $6/$10 in hourly/daily/weekly 
parking rates. The increases are 
needed because garage operating 
costs will increase in 2021. 

• If the above assessment and parking 
fee increases are approved, the 
projected Replacement Fund 
balance will be above $1 million at 
the end of 2021. 

An updated Xfinity channel 
guide can be found at 

www.MalibuEast.org/tv  
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CORONAVIRUS: At the time I am 
writing this article, Malibu East Condo-
minium has had thus far three known 
COVID-19 cases; two of these cases 
came to our attention in August. All 
three cases have been the subject of 
quarantine and resolved. However, 
please keep our guards up as recom-
mended by the CDC as we are heading 
into a second wave of coronavirus with 
similar infectious degree that may 
spread faster at this time of year of 
cooler and drier weather. 

FAÇADE AND BALCONY PROJECT: 
The work is progressing in compliance 
with the original schedule of Phase 4. 
Visual summaries prepared by KGH are 
regularly email-blasted to our residents; 
the last update was sent on 9/24/2020. 
We anticipate the closing of the four-
year project by the end of October. As it 
was explained during the preparation 
and implementation of the four-year 
project, repairs are not a guaranty that 
the building is water-infiltration-free; it 
is impossible to guaranty a water-free 
building unless there is a complete 
replacement of the masonry, concrete 
and windows, and even so, guaranties 
would be limited in scope and time 
period. 

In order to assist for the preparation 
of the next comprehensive repair 
project of the facades and balconies that 
may be necessary in 10 to 15 years from 
now, we encourage residents to 
continue to document with manage-
ment any defects they may observe in 
their units in the vicinity of the exterior 
walls and sliding doors. As we discussed 
in prior articles, water infiltration may 
be the result of failures of façade 
components, including the original 
sliding door assemblies. Note that the 
water infiltration from an original 
sliding door assembly is likely to 
damage finishes and electrical wiring of 
the unit where it is installed, the 
concrete slab owned by the Association, 
and finishes and electrical wiring in the 
unit below. 

At the request of the Board, KGH 
Architects and Engineers performed a 
water test on 12 original sliding door 
assemblies located in 10 units. We have 
a first report from KGH dated 10/2019 
and 11/2019 that contain KGH’s 

conclusions and recommendations on 
four sliding door assemblies located in 
two units. The final report for all 12 
windows will be available in October. 
Please be reminded that the costs 
associated with sliding door assemblies 
are the responsibility of the owner of 
the unit. 

The Board also hired KGH to prepare 
a Sliding Door Replacement Guideline, 
which has been adopted by the Board of 
Directors as the policy of Malibu East 
for the replacement of the sliding doors. 
This guideline includes a description of 
the original sliding doors, product 
specifications and installation provi-
sions for the new sliding doors, and a 
list of approved products. Management 
provides the policy upon request, along 
with a list of window contractors who 
may be interviewed and selected at the 
unit owner’s discretion. 

URBAN DESIGN AND LANDSCAP-
ING: The last portion of Phase 1 of the 
project consisting of the replacement of 
the main entrance glass work, replace-
ment of the sidewalk and ADA ramp, 
and installation of new granite floor 
tiling on each side of the foyer will start 
on 10/5/2020. The walkway from the 
public sidewalk up to the garage will be 
demolished and redone prior to the 
installation of the new entrance 
assembly. Contractor Helios, building 
staff and Social Committee chair Sandy 
Chaet have discussed the traffic in and 
out of the building and garage to be 
anticipated during the execution of this 
work. Please expect soon an email blast, 
door drop and posting of the schematics 
of the work in the atrium and the 
logistic associated with the foot and 
vehicular traffic. This project will last 
about a month. 

Here is a summary of our planning 
thus far: 
1. The 15-minute parking area 

between Glenlake and the atrium 
center will be used as the drop-off 
and pick-up area; please inform 
whoever is picking you up or 
dropping you off of this temporary 
measure. 

2. The 15-minute parking area facing 
the atrium center will be allocated to 
the garage hikers who may need that 
parking area to abate a traffic jam in 

the atrium; otherwise, that 15-
minute parking area can be used by 
guests; please inform your guests 
accordingly. 

3. Delivery carriers (food, medication, 
flowers and small deliveries) will be 
requested to park on the street or in 
the loading dock if there is room; 
carriers parked on the street will 
enter the building on foot using the 
garage entrance and be directed to 
the receiving table in the lobby 
(please alert your vendors about this 
temporary change and remind them 
to alert you of their arrival). 

4. Individuals having difficulties to 
ambulate will be directed to the 
garage entry door that will be 
guarded and controlled by a garage 
employee. The person will be 
assisted either by the garage hiker 
or the employee appointed to guard 
the temporary drop-off/pick-up 
area. 

5. Residents with no difficulties to walk 
and able to go up and down stairs 
will be requested to use the north 
Sheridan entrance. 

6. Pet walkers will be requested to use 
the north Sheridan entrance and 
avoid the atrium to transit to and 
from the dog runs. 

7. Ambulance drivers will be offered to 
use the drop-off area if available or 
the bike room apron. 

8. The drop-off/pick-up employee will 
direct the drivers of Uber, buses, taxi 
cabs and the like to stop in the drop-
off or pick-up area; this area will not 
and cannot be used to wait on a 
resident. Those drivers will be 
directed to the 15-minute parking if 
not used by the garage hikers, or to 
the street; please inform the drivers 
accordingly. 

9. Signs will be posted in the lobby, 
garage and atrium in an effort to 
safely direct the foot and vehicular 
traffic in and out of the building. 

10.The driveway from Sheridan will be 
completely blocked off and reserved 
for Helios’ material storage and 
equipment parking. 

11.A temporary plywood wall will be 
erected inside the lobby to close off 
the foyer; the foyer will be restricted 
to Helios’ workers. 
Warning: There will be noise and 

airborne dust in the atrium; we are 
advising everyone to wear a mask while 
in or in the vicinity of the atrium. 

(Continued on page 10) 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
After temporarily being used as a 
homeless shelter during the height of 
the pandemic, the armory will reopen 
to the public in early October, and 
limited park programming will begin 
in November. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO NORTHSIDE AARP 
COMMUNITY GROUP 
Seniors group meets via Zoom at 12:30 
p.m. the first Tuesday of each month 
(Oct. 6). 
bit.ly/mecax1 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 6:30 p.m. 
Engine 70 Firehouse 
6060 N. Clark (use north entrance) 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: 2 p.m.-8 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
(closed on Sundays) 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Closed until further notice. 
While the museum remains temporari-
ly closed, they invite you on a virtual 
curator’s tour of their current exhibits: 
(Edgewater Beach Hotel) 
 bit.ly/ehsx1 
(Chicago Conspiracy Trial) 
 bit.ly/ehsx2 
(High Water and Hell) 
 bit.ly/ehsx6 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR 
CENTER 
Closed until further notice. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
Online programs via Zoom to engage 
and support older adults. 
www.EVChicago.org 
 

E-WASTE RECYCLING 
Streets and Sanitation Dept. is 
partnering with Dept. of Health to 
collect electronic waste for recycling. 
Items accepted include computers, 
monitors, TVs, printers, keyboards, 
mice, VCRs, DVD players, video game 
consoles, MP3 players, iPods. 
Streets and Sanitation Div. 1 yard 
6441 N. Ravenswood 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Oct. 7, Nov. 4, Dec. 2 
(more info: bit.ly/mecax5) 

FARMERS MARKETS 
Andersonville: 3-7 p.m. Wed. 
On Catalpa betw. Clark & Ashland 
AndersonvilleMarket.org 
Evanston, 7:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat. 
At University Place & Oak Ave. 
EvanstonFarmersMarkets.org 
Glenwood: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sun. 
1233-41 W. Pratt 
GlenwoodSundayMarket.org 
Note: All three markets offer the 
option of preordering or buying on-
site, and all three are observing special 
precautions, including the wearing of 
face coverings, for the safety of 
vendors and customers. 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Online programs for persons 60 and 
over.  
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
whitecranewellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

Most theaters remain closed until further 
notice. 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
“The Wolves” by Sarah Delappe 
Beneath the fluorescent lights of an 
indoor soccer field somewhere in 
suburban America, this play paints a 
vivid picture of a group of teenage girls 
grappling with some of life’s biggest 
questions. Addressing topics including 
belonging, adolescence and grief, 
Delappe paints an intimate portrait of 
how teenage girls understand the 
world and relate to one another.  
Oct. 24 thru Nov. 1 
Online via Zoom. Tickets are pay-what-
you-can. 
“American Dreams” 
This program will explore the rich and 
diverse history of American choral 
music, as well as contemplate a 
hopeful future for our resilient nation.  
Mon., Nov. 2, 7 p.m. 
Online via Zoom. Tickets are pay-what-
you-can. For tickets, go to 
artsevents.luc.edu/events 

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

Treasurer’s report 
By Joan Scholl 

Highlights of Malibu East’s 2019 
financial data include the following: 
• MECA’s 2019 financial statement 

audit was completed in June 2020, 
about one month later as compared 
with the prior year, primarily 
because of the pandemic. I encour-
age everyone to read their copy of 
the audit, which was emailed, or 
sent, to all unit owners. Among 
other things, the audit will tell you 
how unit owner assessments, and 
other revenue and fees MECA 
collects, were spent. 

• Although our operating budget is set 
to breakeven each year, actual 
operating revenue exceeded 
expenditures by $171,022 in 2019. 
Consistent with previous years, the 
2019 operating excess was ap-
proved for transfer to the Replace-
ment Fund at our September 2019 
annual meeting. 

• Including the 2019 operating excess, 
31% of unit owner assessments, or 
approximately $1.25 million, was 
added to the Replacement Fund 
during 2019. Capital expenditures 
during 2019 were approximately 
$3.1 million and included the 
balcony/façade project (almost $2.1 
million) and the garage column 
repair project ($813,000). 

• Including the 2019 operating excess, 
the balance in the Replacement 
Fund at the end of 2019 was 
approximately $3.3 million, a 
decrease of approximately $2 
million as compared with the 
balance at the end of 2018. 
Highlights of MECA’s unaudited 

financial data through July 31, 2020, 
include the following: 
• Cash and CDs totaled $895,488, and 

our investment in MECA-owned 
units totaled $1,744,537. 

• Operating revenue exceeded 
expenses by $332,242. 

• The interim, unaudited Replacement 
Fund balance was approximately 
$2.8 million. However, the projected 
Replacement Fund balance at the 
end of 2020 will be less than $1 
million. The decrease in the balance 
considers that the balcony/façade 
project, seawall stabilization project 
and Phase One of the urban design 
and landscaping project will be 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Committee report 

ASCO, community 
affairs 
By Sandy Chaet 

ASCO (Association of Sheridan 
Condo/Co-op Owners) represents over 
32 buildings and 6,284 individual units 
on Sheridan Road. 

As far as legislation, the only one that 
impacts Malibu East is the Chicago 
ordinance about renewing rental leases 
and eviction procedures. This was 
created and adopted during the COVID-
19 pandemic and applies to all rentals, 
even those in condo buildings. 

The development projects on 
Sheridan Road are moving along. The 
project at 5960 N. Sheridan has been 
reduced in height from six stories to 
five, has had the color of its brick 
changed, and is expected to start 
construction in early spring. The other 
projects, at 5440 N. Sheridan and 5356 
N. Sheridan (Wing Hoe Restaurant), are 
moving forward, but no timeline has 
been announced. 

Sheridan Road will be completely 
resurfaced with new signage and some 
curb cuts in 2021. The city will continue 
to monitor the potholes until that time. 
By the corners, the catch basins near 
the street sewers will be cleaned to help 
the water drain properly rather than 
flooding the street. Sewers may get 
worked on this year, or next year for 
sure. 

ASCO has been working with 
Alderman Harry Osterman’s office to 
improve bicycle safety, which is a 
continuing problem. There is no signage 
available to post that would direct bike 
riders to where the bike paths are on 
Kenmore and Winthrop. ASCO has 
requested that this signage be made 
and posted. Also, many signs on 
Sheridan Road are missing and need to 
be replaced, saying: “No Riding of Bikes 
on Sidewalk, $200 Fine,” with the police 
bike patrol enforcing this on Sheridan. 
ASCO plans to meet with the alderman’s 
staff in early 2021 to develop a plan to 
make our sidewalks safe. 

High lake levels continue to be a 
problem. In Park 559 and Berger Park, 
the large boulders protecting the 
shoreline have disintegrated and/or 
eroded since last year. Many of our 
buildings on Sheridan have complained 
about water seepage. ASCO has repeat-
edly contacted the Chicago Department 
of Transportation, Chicago Park District 

and Alderman Osterman about the lake 
levels and shoreline, asking what they 
will be doing for the parks and our 
buildings to protect them from further 
damage or erosion. 

In late February, Mayor Lori Light-
foot enlisted a drone and an engineer-
ing company to do a study of the 
lakefront from Howard Street to the 
South Side. The report was released in 
midsummer and is being looked at, 
with no word yet from the city. To see 
the report, go to www.Chicago.gov. In 
the search box, type “Lake Michigan 
High Water Level Shoreline Assess-
ment.” 

With the help of the alderman’s 
office, the city was able to remove a 
number of unused newspaper boxes by 
our corners. ASCO has been in contact 
continually with the alderman to get 
updates about protest marches planned 
in our areas. This, and any other 
beneficial information that would be 
helpful with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
has been communicated to ASCO 
managers, presidents and our email list. 

The ASCO annual meeting and 
election will be held Tuesday, Oct. 6 via 
Zoom. Alderman Osterman is planning 
a Zoom town hall meeting, with the 
date to be announced. 

Committee report 

Security, life safety 
By Sandy Chaet 

There have been a few incidents of 
theft of bicycles from the outdoor bike 
rack. It would be best to secure your 
bike in our locked, indoor Bicycle Room 
or in your unit. 

Our security team has been present 
for all of the Sheridan Road and nearby 
peaceful protest marches. We thank 
them for all of their alerts and monitor-
ing of these situations to keep our 
residents and building safe. 

More cameras have been added to 
our property this year, and we will be 
adding additional ones in the future. 
Malibu East has a 24-hour door staff, 
cameras and our own security team. 
Even with these measures, residents 
can help in maintaining our building’s 
security. Don’t hold a fobbed door open 
for another person if you do not know 
that person. If you see a suspicious 
person in the building, or an unattend-
ed package or bag, alert the door staff 
immediately. 

Lastly, it is MOST important that the 
Management Office has your emergency 
information. If you haven’t yet provided 
it, please contact management. This 
information is not shared; it’s used only 
in case of an emergency involving you 
or your unit. Committee report 

Pets 
By Sam Bullock 

The Pet Committee met once to 
discuss potential new rules for the new 
dog run. These rules were subsequently 
adopted by the Board of Directors at 
the August Board meeting. Specifically, 
the new rules are: 
• No smoking in the new dog run 

enclosure – the expensive turf can 
be severely damaged by cigarette 
butts. 

• Pet owners and walkers must clean 
up after their pets. The new dog run 
is equipped with a sprinkler system 
that will rinse the dog run daily 
during warm months. Solid waste 
left on the turf will cause significant 
issues when the sprinkler runs. 
There will be a fob system for the 

new dog run. Each pet owner with a 
registered pet is eligible for a fob. 
(Note: The dog run fob system is 
separate and apart from the main fob 
system for the building.) Instructions 
for obtaining the new fob will be 
distributed. 

Board election results 
Joan Scholl 42.401% 
Marcel Molins 40.483% 
Vicki Blair 38.625% 
Art Arfa 34.452% 
Sandy Chaet 29.758% 
Kenneth Bares 28.572% 
  
Jennifer Eicher 13.383% 
  
Total 227.674% 
Quorum 39.027% 
 
The top six candidates were elected 

to two-year terms. 
Each owner’s vote is multiplied by 

that owner’s percentage of ownership. 
Since each owner was allowed six votes, 
if all owners had voted a total of six 
votes, and if there were no spoiled 
ballots, the total votes would be 
600.0000%. Since 600% corresponds to 
approximately 500x6=3000 votes, each 
“percent” in the election results above 
corresponds to approximately five 
“votes” on the ballot. 
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architects interviewed by the Board and 
the firm that was hired for this purpose 
is to make the corner of Sheridan and 
Glenlake a focal point for all the 
motorists and passersby, and to 
enhance the atrium and the entrance of 
the building. 

While doing the work required to 
maintain and modernize the building 
when appropriate and practical, we 
have tried to solve collateral issues at 
the same time. 

For example, the old location of the 
dog run created safety issues, in 
addition to exposing dog owners to 
inclement weather. The new location 
has partially solved both issues. 

Another example would be that when 
planning the replacement of the main 
door entrance, we have decided to 
install a new glass air lock in the lobby 
to decrease the stack effect in the 
building. 

As you well know, over the last few 
years we had accumulated substantial 
reserves with the objective of being 
able to fund major repairs, such as the 
balconies and façades, but also to 
modernize the building. The work on 
the balconies and facades has been by 
far the most expensive one. I am sure 
you noted that we not only did the 
repairs, but also fixed and painted all 
the walls and balcony railings, as well 
as putting a complete new membrane 
on all the balconies. For all practical 
purposes this project will be finished by 
the end of this year. The cost of the 
work is well in excess of $7 million. 

Another expensive project has been 
the reinforcing of the boat dock as it 
touches the lake, as well as building the 
fire escape stairs at the east end of the 
Malibu East Plaza as required by the 
Fire Department, and performing 
important concrete repairs and 
membrane work in the garage. 

Indeed, late last year and earlier in 
the year, substantial work was conduct-
ed in the garage that required moving 
cars around the garage. It was a good 
challenge for the managers of the 
garage and building. 

The engineer who reviewed the 
conditions of the boat dock discovered 
that the dock wall was no longer 
attached to the structure that makes up 
the foundation of Malibu East. Finding 
the correct and most appropriate 
method to reattach the dock wall did 

State of the Association 
(Continued from page 1) 

cause some delays and extra cost. 
Since the emergency generator, 

which provides electricity to the service 
elevator and lighting in case of an 
electrical outage, had to be replaced, it 
was concluded that another location 
had to be found so as to free prime 
space at the top of the boat dock for 
other purposes appropriate to enhanc-
ing the desirability of the building. The 
boat dock is a very large space that is 
basically covered. 

Management will organize visits to 
that area so that all of you can come up 
with ideas as to how to use that space. 

We are basically a vertical town with 
500 homes and a commercial center 
and quite a number of recreational 
facilities. It appears to me that the 
management of a normal town has 
fewer matters to deal with than the 
management of our vertical town. For 
example, the management of a normal 
town alone does not have to take care 
of the repairs to the walls and roofs of 
the homes. 

In our case, the management needs 
to stay on top of the basic infrastruc-
ture of the town and its operations. 
Approximately 35 staff members assist 
management in those activities; 
management also operates as manager 
of the commercial center and manager 
of the clubhouse, i.e., the recreational 
facilities. If one views our building in 
that light, it is easy to understand that 
at any time there is a myriad of 
projects. 

Management of 35 people engaged in 
different activities is not easy. The 
problem becomes more complex when 
a pandemic is rampant all around the 
town, which means that it can spread at 
any time into the vertical town. Since 
we are a community, management has 
to take care of the safety and well-being 
not only of the 35 employees, but also 
of the residents of the town as well as 
their visitors. 

Since it was decided to continue as 
much as possible with a normal life, 
consideration had to be given to the 
entry and exit within the town of 
suppliers, vendors and contractors. 

To deal with all of these issues, 
management had to come up with and 
prepare safety plans and protocols for 
the staff, residents, visitors, suppliers 
and contractors. Sanitation materials 
and supplies had to be acquired to keep 
the common areas of the building as 
safe as possible. Additional staff had to 
be hired when needed. Keeping the 

pools and other recreational facilities 
safe required special attention. 

When protests were going on around 
this area, special plans had to be 
prepared in case our building and the 
commercial plaza were to become a 
target. 

The introduction of Comcast was 
another area that needed attention. 
Billing issues have arisen, keeping 
management busy, while we hopefully 
are enjoying the new lineup of stations. 

Changes in lifestyle require that our 
rules and regulations, as well as the 
building policies, be reviewed. When 
there are violations, management is at 
the forefront of the rule implementa-
tion. 

Each and every project requires the 
interview and selection of the architects 
and engineers who will be in charge of 
the projects, as well as the contractors 
to carry out the work. Since we operate 
on the basis of competitive bidding, 
protocols need to be created so that all 
the parties are bidding based on equal 
conditions. 

Keeping on top of our finances is 
another large part of management’s 
work. It needs to ensure that everybody 
pays what is due; bills are paid on time; 
the billing of assessments, rentals or 
fees is correctly done; and delinquent 
accounts are dealt with. 

Given the fact that a new membrane 
was installed in many parts of the 
garage, equipment had to be bought to 
be able to keep the garage clean. Have 
you noticed that it is a lot cleaner than 
it used to be? 

When working on the west wall, our 
contractor discovered that the cinder 
block panels, particularly in the top part 
of the wall, were in very poor condition 
and had to be replaced. As a result, a 
new project had to be undertaken. 

A new problem resulting from the 
passage of time has been discovered in 
the sliding doors of the balconies. After 
the engineer studied and tested several 
windows, water was found to be 
entering through the doors and 
percolating onto the floors below. Even 
though the balcony doors are the 
responsibility of the owners, manage-
ment feels a duty to advise owners of 
this issue. 

We continuously look for ways to 
reduce the wind stack effect in the 
building so as to minimize electricity, 
protect the elevators and keep the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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common areas, particularly the lobby, 
from being so cold during the winter 
months. The change of the front door 
entrance into the lobby and some of the 
related work to be done in the lobby 
should minimize the problem. 

A great number of owners do not 
have cars anymore. This has reduced 
the income from the garage. We have 
been able to obtain some income by 
leasing portions of the garage to 
neighboring buildings. We do know that 
we cannot count on this; therefore, 
attention has been given to how we 
could use the spare space in the garage 
and how to operate the garage more 
efficiently. The garage has been a 
money loser for years. With this in mind 
we are in the process of hiring an 
expert on operating garages to assist us 
to come up with the best solution. 

The enhancing of the lighting in the 
Malibu East Plaza has been and will 
continue to be done in-house. 

Since the Association owns a sub-
stantial amount of real estate, including 
nine units in the tower and commercial 
spaces in the Plaza, management has 
also dealt with improving and maintain-
ing the units, whether for sale or rental, 
and the spaces for leasing, as well as 
dealing with the finding of tenants and 
leasing the units and the spaces. 

Very soon a new carpet will be 
installed in the Plaza. I was quite 
surprised when waiting for the flu shots 
to see how clean was the area around 
the door of the convenience store. 
Management had done a good job of 
getting that area clean. 

Very soon we will get the reserve 
fund study that we contracted for some 
time ago with a building reserve 
consultant. This firm specializes in 
looking at buildings like ours and 
developing both a short- and long-term 
plan of action based on the age of all the 
parts of the building and the repairs 
made in years past. Based on the draft 
we have seen, we believe that we are in 
good shape. 

It is clear that if we want to be a first-
class building and the best in the Rogers 
Park area, to achieve these goals we will 
have to continue to have in place not 
only an effective maintenance program 
but also plans to modernize and 
enhance our building. This requires 
money, so we will have to continue to 
provide the required funds to the 

State of the Association 
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Association. If we do so, we can have 
the best building in the city of Chicago. 

All of these projects could not have 
been done without the fantastic work of 
our management team. I am convinced 
that Dean Lerner, vice president of 
Sudler and in charge of our building; 
Violette Deschamps; and Shelby Cutler 
are the best management team in the 
city, and so is our staff. We should be 
thankful also for the work done by Neil 
Warner and the Dialogue staff for 
providing all of us with information 
helpful to understand the work of the 
building. 

Thank you. 

Association-owned 
units 
By Thomas C. Vaughan 

As owners know, Malibu East’s 
recent boards have exercised their right 
of first refusal to protect the value of 
units from substandard sales prices. 
Since 2009 when the economy took a 
hit, the Association has purchased 39 
units at prices the various boards felt 
were far too low compared to the true 
values. 

Over the years the boards have sold 
30 of these units, enjoying a GAAP 
profit of $995,000. The recorded sales 
prices of these sold units registered 
72% higher on average than the 
original purchase amounts. The units 
purchased were often in difficult shape, 
many with original 1971 fixtures. Those 
that Malibu East has sold were updated 
to match buyers’ current expectations. 
These improvements have cost the 
Association $52,000 on average for the 
units sold. 

The remaining nine units owned are 
now rented and none is available for 
sale. I believe the next board will plan 
to make some of these units available 
for sale over the next few months. 

In today’s low-interest-rate environ-
ment, by buying and selling units, the 
Association has enjoyed a return 
exceeding what is available through our 
usual insured certificates of deposit or 
money market funds. This return is 
calculated after accounting for all 
improvement expenses and ongoing 
costs, including real estate taxes, 
insurance and monthly assessments. 

The condo market has improved, and 
foreclosures are becoming rarer at 
Malibu East. This Board continues to 
believe that this plan has proved 
beneficial for our owners and continues 
to improve the valuations at Malibu 
East. Toward this end, we encourage 
owners to sign and keep on file in our 
Management Office a limited power of 
attorney. This allows the executive 
officer of the Board to vote the owner’s 
interest at special meetings for unit 
owners – but only in matters involving 
the purchase or sale of such units in the 
owner’s absence. It is necessary to sign 
such a proxy only once if it is kept on 
file in the Management Office and is not 
rescinded. 

Committee report 

TV, internet 
By Thomas C. Vaughan 

Last year Malibu East entered into a 
three-year contract with Comcast’s 
Xfinity for cable and internet service. 
The Board purposely limited the term 
of this commitment due to fast-
changing technologies so it can revisit 
our needs in 2022. Currently, we pay 
$50 monthly, although Comcast can 
increase our price up to 4% annually. 

Under our contract, each resident 
has been provided a: 
• wireless gateway modem/router for 

the internet; 
• X1 platform high definition receiv-

er/DVR; 
• X1 receiver; 
• two X1 voice remote controls. 
Xfinity’s internet service speed is 

250 Mbps download and 20 Mbps for 
uploading. Each residence has been 
provided an Xfinity wireless gateway 
modem/router that integrates fully 
with the television features and for our 
Web surfing needs. 

The basic channels provided by 
Xfinity are comprehensive; however, 
there is a Preferred supplemental 
package available for an additional 
$9.95 a month, which adds even more 
coverage. Additionally, any one of the 
$15 HBO, TMC, Showtime, Starz or 
Cinemax premium packages can be 
ordered at Malibu East’s bulk pricing of 
$9.95 monthly. 

Our Xfinity Communities representa-
tive is Emily Zaharopoulos 
(Emily_Zaharopoulos@comcast.com), 
who stands ready to help residents 
with any Comcast issues. She has 
proven most helpful for the building. 
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Walking the ’hood 

Two historic districts 
you should see 

By Ron Cohn 
Second in a series. 

The park and Marine 
Drive, to a secret 
Chicago treasure, 

3-5 miles 

For the walkers of Malibu East, a 
ramble through the park and along the 
lakefront on a brisk fall day is a treat in 
itself, with no special destination 
required. But for the neighbors we’re 
trying to recruit into our healthy 
pastime, a pot of gold should be 
promised at the end of every rainbow. 
There’s one to be had on each of today’s 
walks – and, as the Cunard Steamship 
Line once promised, “getting there is 
half the fun.” 

The first walk goes south through the 
park, staying west of Lake Shore Drive. 
You can pick up the path at Hollywood, 
just east of St. Andrew Greek Orthodox 
Church, or at Bryn Mawr, just east of 
the historic Edgewater Beach Apart-
ments. If you start at Bryn Mawr, you’ll 
immediately walk between two 
enormous, spreading, century-old trees 
at the head of the path. Special mention 
will be given to those who can identify 
them. 

As you walk the stretch south of Bryn 
Mawr, note the manicured gardens of 
the “pink apartments” on your right. 
Did you know there’s a level or two of 
parking beneath them? As you get to 
the cluster of condos where the gardens 
end, you’ll have reached what once 
were the grounds of the Edgewater 
Beach Hotel. The fabled resort covered 
from Balmoral to Berwyn, fronting the 
private beach on which you’d now be 
trespassing. 

(If you go to www.MalibuEast.org/
dialogue, you can find my memories of 
the Edgewater Beach Hotel in the 
February 2019 issue of the Dialogue. 
And, in the February 2017 issue is an 
article about the Edgewater Historical 
Society’s exhibit about the hotel, as well 
as an article profiling the pink building. 
You can also see a virtual tour of the 
EHS exhibit about the long-departed 
hotel at www.EdgewaterHistory.org.) 

A remnant of that era’s elegance still 
exists at the Saddle & Cycle Club, which 
once had its own private beach between 
Berwyn and Foster. Peek through the 
green canvas wall skirting its east side 

for a glimpse of the impressive grounds 
and clubhouse. There’s a little three-
hole golf course, a big swimming pool 
and 10 tennis courts in there, as well as 
an indoor ice skating arena where it’s 
said they indulge in curling. 

Be careful crossing Foster. It’s best 
done at the Marine Drive light just west 
of where you’ll emerge from behind the 
Saddle. Continue south through the 
park, following the path east of Marine 
Drive. It’s a lovely stretch with a couple 
more glimpses of history as you near 
your secret destination. Two blocks 
past Foster stands 5040-5060 North 
Marine Drive Condominium, originally 
called the Marine Drive Apartments 
and an impressive example of Depres-
sion Era Modernism. Built in 1939, it is 
a striking, pale yellow and orange brick 
eight-story structure, with clean, 
sweeping horizontal lines. Its most 
distinctive feature to me, as a boy, was 
the row of five round “portholes” on its 
top floor, which made it look like an 
ocean liner. They, like many whimsical 
prewar architectural details, were 
hammered into rectangular conformity 
in the ’50s. 

The nautical theme, exemplified by 
the name of the next building, the 
majestic 15-story Aquitania, is ex-
plained by the fact that, when it was 
built as a hotel in 1923, it stood directly 
on the shore of Lake Michigan. Yes, 
again your feet would be wet if you 
were standing there in appreciation 
before 1933, when the Outer Drive was 
extended, Marine Drive was created 
and Lincoln Park was extended to 
Foster. 

Your destination is now just three 
short blocks away and, like the Aqui-
tania, has the distinction of being on the 

National Register of Historic Places. 
Leave the park just past the Margate 
Field House, cross Marine Drive and 
prepare to discover Castlewood 
Terrace, somehow transplanted to 
today’s Uptown from another time 
and place. 

Just one residential block among 
thousands on the North Side, this is a 
designated historic district consisting of 
26 single-family homes built between 
1897 and 1927, protected by an 1896 
covenant that has resisted wave after 
wave of high-rise construction that has 
defined the surrounding neighbor-
hood’s character. The two- and three-
story, mostly brick homes are all one-of
-a-kind, showcasing Tudor, Colonial and 
Renaissance Revival as well as Geor-
gian, Queen Anne and Foursquare 
architectural styles. Seven more 
contemporary but no less significant 
homes have been added to the block in 
the post-World War II era. 

The lots are uncommonly wide and 
deep, allowing for grounds surrounding 
the homes that afford glimpses of 
formal gardens, koi ponds, gracious 
stone terraces and canopied decks – 
even a sculpture grove. Basketball 
courts and playground equipment 
reveal the diverse population of the 
block. There is always a construction 
project underway on the block, and the 
work is constant to maintain its pristine 
atmosphere – although the impact of 
the current economic dip can be felt 
here as well. At least two homes appear 
unoccupied and their grounds uncared-
for. 

When you have finished absorbing 
the otherwise untainted glories of 
Castlewood Terrace, you can walk 
home or, if you’ve had enough exercise, 

grab an Uber or catch a bus 
back north on Marine Drive 
or Sheridan Road, the 
western terminus of the 
block. As you travel home, 
ruminate on the unknown 
jewels that lie hidden in 
our city, awaiting your 
discovery. 

Lakeshore trail to 
another awesome 

find, 4-7 miles 

You will be covering much 
of the same ground on this 
hike, but thanks to the 
wonderful options offered 

(Continued on page 9) Castlewood Terrace 
(U.S. National Register of Historic Places) 
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by our city, you can have a totally 
different route, different scenery and a 
different travelogue. 

This time, get on the walking/biking 
path at Ardmore and catch the breeze 
heading south. Speaking as a runner for 
nearly 40 years who sought out the 
most scenic trails in dozens of cities 
around the globe, I know of no city 
anywhere that offers the spectacle of 
our lakefront path – and what a 
wonderful time of the year to enjoy it, 
even behind a face mask! 

The first mile, to Foster, did not exist 
prior to the mid-’50s, when the Outer 
Drive was extended, first to Bryn Mawr, 
then shortly thereafter to Hollywood. 
The trail’s final block, to Ardmore, is 
much more recent, and is part of the 
last decade’s overall upgrade of the 
entire 20-odd miles. 

I don’t know how much of this 
activity is going on this year, but on a 
nice weekend day I would customarily 
stop along my way to watch a little 
serious basketball at Foster, some little 
kids’ soccer between Foster and 
Lawrence and some big-boy softball, 
plus thrills and spills at Wilson Skate 
Park. If you have the energy, climb 
Cricket Hill, which lies between there 
and Montrose, for some wonderful 
views of the park, harbor and skyline. 

There are natural prairie grass areas 
and nicely landscaped floral plantings 
to enjoy here and there on the trail, 
particularly at the Peace Garden, two 
blocks past Montrose just east of the 
Drive. Check out the engaging sculpture 
of carefree children playing next to the 
fountain. Sit and rest a moment on the 
limestone wall – you’ve covered over 
three miles and you’re about to 
discover your hidden treasure. 

Walking the ’hood 
(Continued from page 8) 

Take the pedestrian underpass at the 
Peace Garden to cross Lake Shore 
Drive, backtrack one block north on 
Marine Drive to Hutchinson Street and, 
as they say, prepare to be impressed. 

The Hutchinson Historic District is a 
designated Chicago Landmark in the 
Buena Park neighborhood. You’ll get 
the same feeling of an awesome 
relocation in space and time as you get 
on Castlewood Terrace, with about 
twice as much to experience. Most of 
the homes and lots are larger, a few 
much larger. They are all architecturally 
significant and lovingly maintained, but 
some are a bit frayed at the edges here 
and there, compared to the generally 
immaculate preservation of those on 
Castlewood. In both cases, though, just 
replace the Beemers and Escalades 
parked at the curbs with a few horse-
less carriages and you’re ready to shoot 
a film set at the turn of the last century. 

The Historic District runs two blocks 
west from Marine Drive to Hazel Street 
and the grand homes continue around 
the corner heading north on Hazel for 
another block. Altogether, it is unlike 
any other residential enclave in the city. 

All the homes were built in the 
period from 1894 to 1918, and their 
variety of styles present a capsule 
history of American residential archi-
tecture of the period. You’ll see text-
book examples of Queen Anne, Classical 
and Tudor Revival, Richardsonian 
Romanesque and, most particularly, 
Prairie Style – particularly the six in the 
district designed by renowned Frank 
Lloyd Wright prote ge  George W. Maher. 
They are thought to constitute the 
finest collection of Prairie School 
architecture anywhere. Interestingly, 
three of the Maher mansions were on 
the market at press time, at prices 
ranging from $2.6 million to $3.995 
million. 

Former Gov. James 
Thompson, who died in 
August, once lived on 
Hutchinson while in office. 
Enjoy a genteel promenade 
along both sides of 
Hutchinson Street. See 
more on Hazel Street at its 
west end. Take Hazel two 
blocks north to Montrose 
and you’ll be just one block 
east of Sheridan Road, 
where you can catch the 
151 back home … or “keep 
on trekking.” 

Committee report 

Social 
By Sandy Chaet 

This year has been a different year 
for all of us. The Social Committee had 
planned several events such as Mike 
Valentine & the Heartbeats, which was 
to be a rock and roll, Rat Pack program, 
as well as a luau with Royale Polynesian 
Revue. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and concern for our residents, the 
committee decided to cancel both. No 
decision has been made about the 
holiday party or the New Year’s Eve 
party. We will keep you posted. 

Our book club, chaired by Linda 
Touchstone, which has been active for a 
year, resumed meeting as of June. Our 
next meeting is Sunday, Oct. 4 at 1 p.m. 
in the Community Room. The book to 
be discussed is “The Splendid and the 
Vile” by Erik Larson. In summary, it is 
about how Winston Churchill taught the 
British people ‘the art of being fearless.’ 
After discussion of this book, those in 
attendance will choose the next book. 
You are welcome to join. Attendees 
must wear a face mask. 

Walgreens on Broadway gave flu 
shots to our residents on Sept. 9, and it 
was well received. The regular flu shot, 
as well as the high-dose shot for 
seniors, was available. Eighty-seven 
people received shots, including 16 
from Malibu, the rest from Malibu East. 
We are waiting to hear from Walgreens 
about scheduling another flu shot 
session in the coming weeks. 

If you have any suggestions of 
activities, programs, etc., leave a note 
for the Social Committee at the door-
man station. 

(Used with permission of Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices) 
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Martina Molins, Director 
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 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Recently closed on 21C 
Recently rented: 23G 
Units for sale: 5M, 32L 
Unit for rent: 42L 

please remember the new rules enacted 
to keep the dog runs as new and clean 
as possible: 
1. NO SMOKING in the new dog runs. 

Cigarette ash and butts will destroy 
the artificial turf. The turf was 
expensive and must be maintained for 
as long as possible. 

2. Pet owners and dog walkers MUST 
clean up after their pets (solid waste). 
The dog runs are equipped with a 
sprinkler system which will clean the 
area at approximately 2 a.m. each 
night during warm months. We do 
not want the experience to be spoiled 
for other users. 

2020 MALIBU EAST ELECTION: 
Considering the challenges of the Zoom 
settings, we must state that the virtual 
annual meeting succeeded beyond our 
expectations. Adjustments will be made 
to improve, but still, we had just about 
the same attendance as last year and the 
allocated time for the meeting was 
about the same as last year. On another 
very positive note, the majority of 
participants did so by submitting their 
proxies ahead of time, which allowed 
the election judge to confirm the 
quorum before the beginning of the 
meeting. Again, the Board was very 
thankful for all the efforts of our owners 
to participate via proxies and Zoom. 

2020 FEDERAL ELECTION: Manage-
ment was contacted by residents 
anxious about the upcoming election 
and asked if the voting will take place in 
the lobby as usual. Management does 
not have any information from official 
bodies thus far. Be reassured that any 
instructions and/or information from 
the Board of Election Commissioners 
will be promptly forwarded to our 
residents, door-dropped and posted in 
the building. 

2021 DRAFT BUDGET: Management 
has been instructed by the Board to 
prepare the mailing of the proposed 

2021 budget. The mailing envelope will 
include the treasurer’s letter, a pro-
posed budget that includes increases, 
and the fee schedule. We are inviting 
you to read these budget documents 
because they contain critical infor-
mation about the increases that are 
projected to become effective 
1/1/2021. There will be a period of Q & 
A at the October Board meeting to 
answer owners’ questions. Please 
submit your questions via email 
(mecamgr@sudlerchicago.com) as soon 
as possible once you have the proposed 
budget in hand and have reviewed it. 

BOAT DOCK: The boat dock by the 
lake has been completely renovated. A 
first visit with residents took place on 
Thursday, 9/24/2020, and a second on 
Tuesday, 9/29/2020. We were sur-
prised by the number of attendees and 
the many usage suggestions discussed 
during the visits. This may be a long-
term project depending on the ideas 
adopted by the Board. Some of the ideas 
would entail a sizable amount of 
investment, and some others may be 
implemented with a very small budget. 
Please continue to email your ideas to 
management 
(mecamgr@sudlerchicago.com). 
Suggestions are copied and pasted in a 
document given to the Board. Anyone 
can suggest to the Board possible 
usages of the area. 

CONVENIENCE STORE: Despite the 
coronavirus pandemic, the operators of 
the Malibu Market keep its door open 
and continue to carry daily fresh dishes, 
fresh meat and produce, breakfasts, 
espresso coffee, wines, beers and 
liquors, in addition to basic body care 
products. Importantly, they can deliver 
to your door for a small fee (call 773-
347-9797). The store is open from 7 
a.m. to 10 p.m. all days but Sunday, and 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Sundays. 

Please be reassured that our planning 
is not set in stone; it will be modified as 
needed to optimize the safety of 
everyone and the traffic flow within the 
atrium. 

PET INCIDENTS: We continue to 
experience unreported or excessive pet 
incidents indoors and outdoors within 
the common areas. It appears that most 
of those incidents occurred because the 
Pet Policy is simply either unread or 
disregarded or not passed on to new 
residents by the respective owners. We 
all understand that our furry friends 
may have accidents occasionally. If your 
pet has an isolated accident in the 
hallway, lobby, elevator, common areas 
or even outside in the atrium or by the 
Sheridan entrances, no big deal; simply 
contact the front desk staff and report 
the incident for cleaning at the time it 
occurs. It’s much easier to clean and 
there is no charge for the cleaning 
service. 

Per a recent email blast, the Pet 
Committee and the Board of Directors 
announced that the new dog runs are 
now open for use. The card reader 
currently installed in the new dog runs 
will be replaced by a new fob system, 
which has been the reason for the delay 
in opening. We gave residents the 
method to get into the dog runs until the 
permanent fob system is operational. 
The access will then be given to the pet 
owners who recently registered their 
loved ones. This pet registration sheet 
was attached to the email blast and 
copies were left at the front desk. Save 
time and register your loved ones even 
though she/he may have been recently 
registered, as past registration (before 
9/24/2020) will not be used to give 
access to the new dog runs. 

Per the Pet Committee and the Board, 

Management report 
(Continued from page 3) 
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Committee report 

Architecture, Land-
scaping, Aesthetics 
By Carl Chadek 

Our beautiful building is getting some 
well-deserved and needed attention. It 
is my pleasure to co-chair this commit-
tee with fellow Board member Carol 
Beatty. We, and the Board, have worked 
very hard to get several large projects 
done or brought online. Of course, 
budget is always the driving factor in 
our approach. Budgetary concerns are 
sometimes disappointing in what we’d 
like to accomplish, but there is always 
positive progress. I’ll mention a few 
highlights. Sometimes the projects 
overlap with different committees, so 
please forgive me if I’m redundant. 

Façade and balconies – This enor-
mous undertaking is nearing comple-
tion. We will soon be scaffold and swing 
stage free! The Board made some really 
tough decisions and worked really hard 
to get this done in a reasonable amount 
of time and reasonably within budget. 
We also had a little “surprise” on the 
west tower wall of the M tier. There was 
water infiltration on the top three floors 
that needed to be addressed, requiring 
more scaffold and swing stages. This 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

 

work is now complete. 
Landscaping – Phase One of our 

landscaping project is underway, with 
much of it completed. We will soon see 
the main entrance and revolving door 
replaced. The terrific new dog run is a 
benefit for everyone who has a dog. It’s 
also good for the entire building since 
we will no longer have nonresident dog 
traffic using the old, unsecured dog run. 
New parkway landscaping, railings and 
irrigation will keep those areas looking 
beautiful. The new knee-wall around 
the corner of our property at Glenlake 
and Sheridan creates a continuation of 
the other parts of the property and 
brings it all together. Of course, there 
are still details to finish up, but we are 
looking good out there! Curb appeal 
directly affects property value. Phase 
Two in 2021 will see the completion of 
this project with the installation of all-
new globe lights that will match the four 
new ones on the corner, the renovation 
of the atrium interior, and a few other 
items to make us a Class A building and 
the best on Sheridan Road. 

Lobby, hallways and 4th floor 
amenities – I mentioned the budget a 
little earlier in my article. These items 
have all been deferred, again, but 
certainly not forgotten. There are plans 
in place, although not finalized, to 

Selling or Buying 
Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists 

Get your BEST VALUE through  
the Rogers Park / Edgewater Experts! 

• FREE Market Evaluation 

• FREE Advertising 

• We have Interested Buyers Now 

 BUYING  
 SELLING  
 RENTING 
 
 
 
 

 Office: 773-334-0200 
 Cell: 773-297-0205 

 

 
 

6033 N. Sheridan Rd. Suite #5  Malibu East Plaza 

HMWagnerRealty@sbcglobal.net 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT IS 
HAPPENING IN THE REAL ESTATE MARKET 

TODAY, DO NOT HESITATE TO STOP IN. 
I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING YOU UP TO DATE. 

Helen Wagner 

address the renovation of the interior 
and exterior areas of our 4th floor, the 
renovation of our hallways, and the 
renovation of our lobby. I always feel I 
must stress that there is NO intention of 
altering the fantastic aesthetic of our 
lobby. The idea is to refresh this area to 
its original iconic beauty. 

Just an aside, but I feel so fortunate to 
live here at Malibu East. I feel even more 
fortunate that I live here during this 
very stressful time. Our management 
and staff have done an excellent job of 
watching out for us! 

completed by the end of 2020, and 
that the projects had change orders 
that resulted in actual capital 
expenditures in excess of the 
amounts budgeted. 
Based on financial data through July 

31, 2020, we expect that there will be 
an Operating Fund excess for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 2020. A resolution was 
made and approved to transfer any 
Operating Fund excess for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 2020, as determined by 
our annual audit, to the Replacement 
Fund. 

Treasurer’s report 
(Continued from page 4) 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2020 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 
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Condominium 

6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 
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Restaurant carryout 
report card 
By Beth Robinson 

Over the summer, restaurants 
developed different strategies to 
survive in this time of social distancing. 
Sadly, Twisted Tapas, featured here last 
month, closed permanently at the end 
of September. This month we review a 
different kind of dining option that 
popped up in response to the limita-
tions on in-restaurant dining. 

Tasting India 

Without a bricks and mortar restau-
rant, chef Jasmine Sheth, a James Beard 
Foundation grant winner, offers a 
weekly in-home eating experience 
highlighting the cuisine of India. She 
prepares several dishes intended to be 
served together on a thali (platter) 
along with accompaniments. Each week 
she posts a menu with a different theme 
for the following Saturday on Instagram 
with a link to the Google ordering form. 

We ordered a thali of food from the 
Indian region of Kerala for delivery. 
Ordering with the Google form was 
straightforward and we received an 
email confirmation as well as a text 
with payment instructions and delivery 
information. The delivery window from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. was a little wide but 
we didn’t have other plans for the 
afternoon. On Saturday the food arrived 
around 1 p.m. An email sent the same 
day contained a detailed description 
and photo of each dish and heating 
instructions that took care of any 
questions we may have had about how 
to serve the meal. All dishes came in 
cardboard, paper or aluminum foil 
containers that could be placed in a low 
temperature oven for easy heating. A 
biodegradable thali was also included. 

Having no knowledge of Keralan 
cuisine, we did not know what to 
expect. The complex and complement-
ing flavors of the dishes made our meal 
a truly satisfying tasting adventure. The 
basic thali for two included paneer 
(cheese) covered in spices and steamed 
in a banana leaf, a buttermilk stew with 
okra, beetroot stew with curry leaves 
and mustard seeds, rice and a tangy 
ginger jam. We ordered additional 
items, including duck curry and Cutting 
Masala chai, a dry mix of tea and spices 
to be brewed at home. A separate email 
detailed the procedures for preparing 
the chai. With minimal effort we were 

Committee report 

Malibu East Plaza 
By Arthur Arfa 

We continue to attempt to upgrade 
the Malibu East Plaza. New carpeting 
has been ordered and will be installed 
in the near future. In-house staff has 
repainted part of the ceiling. We have 
installed a new sign, which we hope will 
make the mall more attractive to 
current and prospective tenants. 

Obtaining new tenants is made more 
difficult by the change in the retail 
environment. The world has gone from 
“bricks to clicks”; however, we continue 
to try to attract new tenants. 

able to enjoy a delicious meal. 
The thali is sold for two people. At 

$30-$33 plus the delivery fee of $4, the 
price was reasonable. Our total bill 
including the additional items we 
requested was close to $60. 

Orders are placed on a Google form 
posted through  @the_amusebouche on 
Instagram. Payment is accepted 
through electronic pay services, 
including PayPal, Venmo and Chase 
Quick. The deadline to place orders is 
the Wednesday prior to the Saturday 
delivery date. You may choose to have 
the meal delivered to your home or to 
pick it up at a location in Uptown. 

My grade: A. 
Please help us provide more infor-

mation to your neighbors. Send your 
brief restaurant carryout reviews and 
grades to Dialogue@MalibuEast.org. 
The Dialogue reserves the right to edit 
your reviews or not publish them. 

Committee report 

Community forums 
By Sam Bullock 

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, we have been unable to hold 
any community forums this year. The 
community forums will resume once 
it’s determined safe to do so. 


