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A half century of Malibu East history 
is being celebrated this year, culminat-
ing in an anniversary party later this 
year if the COVID-19 restrictions permit 
it. 

Each issue of the Dialogue until then 
will run stories, features, 
nostalgic photos and perhaps 
even some quizzes leading up 
to the big event. We kicked 

off the series in February with a profile 
of one of our longtime tenants in the 

Plaza, Helen Wagner. 
This month, Ron Cohn presents the 

first in what we hope to be a series of 
profiles of original owners still living at 
Malibu East, accompanied, when 
available, by their photos from the ’70s 
and today. Also, the first in our “Walk 
down memory lane” articles takes an 
entertaining look back at “the way we 
were,” courtesy of Helen and Rosemary 
Lambin. 

Next month we’ll begin a decade-by-
decade timeline of noteworthy or 
interesting events at Malibu East and in 
the surrounding neighborhood. 

We are compiling a list of prominent 
residents during our 50-year history – 
professional athletes, politicians, TV 
and radio personalities, etc. – but we 
need your help to build this list. If you 
know of any famous residents, past or 
present, let us know. 

We encourage readers’ suggestions 
for subject matter that would enhance 

this series and for any personal 
reminiscences and/or pictures they can 
share. We’re especially eager to hear 
from longtime residents about their 
cherished memories from our build-
ing’s early days. Photos of pre-2000 
Malibu East social events are particular-
ly desirable. We will return all photos. 

Whether it was in the 1970s or ’80s, 
or much more recently, what attracted 
you to Malibu East? What was it like for 
you that first year here – the good and 
the not-so-good – and how do you feel 
about your community today? What are 
your hopes for its future? 

If you have a contribution to our 
coverage or an idea, email us at 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org or leave a 
note at the front desk for Dialogue 
editor Neil Warner with your contact 
information. 

The Dialogue is counting on our 
neighbors to help bring the history of 
Malibu East to life. 

Malibu East events 
and meetings 

Board meeting 
Tuesday, March 23 
7:00 p.m. - via Zoom conference 

Leave event and meeting notices at 
the desk for the Dialogue. For more 
events: malibueast.org/calendar 

Dialogue kicks off 50th anniversary coverage 

By Ron Cohn 
In the ’70s, ’80s and ’90s, 

between 15% and 20% of 
Americans moved each 
year, according to the 
Census Bureau. It also 
shows well over 10% moving each year 

since then, which means that 
since 1971, statistically, you 
should have moved more 
than seven times! That makes 

it remarkable that there are 18 unit 
owners at Malibu East who have lived 
here for all 50 years our building has 
been in existence. 

Over the course of the next five or six 
months, as we celebrate our 50th 
anniversary, the Dialogue hopes to tell a 
brief story about as many of these 
“originals” as possible, and perhaps get 
some choice vintage photos to share. 

We begin our series in this issue, 
meeting three quite diverse individuals: 
two who spent virtually their entire 
adult lives here, expanding within 
Malibu East as their income increased 
and their scope broadened, and one 

who brings the perspective of having 
spent her youthful years in a huge, 
brand-new building. 

Dennis Delavara: industry 
innovator, community leader, 

world traveler 

Dennis purchased a unit here in 
1970, before construction was even 
completed, and took occupancy in July 
1971. He vividly recalls how he reveled 
in watching the Chicago fireworks from 
his balcony on that Fourth of July and 
many more to follow. 

A great resource in the Dialogue’s 
treasure hunt for artifacts of the 
building’s early history, he still has his 
original mortgage document and the 
second issue of Breezes from the 
Malibu East, the first newsletter, dated 
August 1971. 

At that time, he had been working for 
Kraft Foods, at its downtown headquar-
ters, for five years. “From the very 
beginning,” Dennis recalled, “I helped 

(Continued on page 5) 

Just as the Dialogue staff was putting 
the finishing touches on this issue, it 
learned of the death of Board president 

Marcel Molins on 
March 1. Although 
his health had been 
declining for some 
time, Marcel contin-
ued to pursue his 
passion, playing an 
active role on the 
Board of Directors. 

Having served as Board president for 
more than 30 years, Marcel, 84, worked 
to keep the Association on firm ground 
financially, while maintaining the 
building’s infrastructure and champion-
ing a number of aesthetic improve-
ments. He always had a vision for the 
Association, no matter what aspect was 
under consideration. 

Marcel and his wife, Martina, were 
original owners at Malibu East. 

The Dialogue will have more about 
Marcel’s legacy in the April issue. 

Original owners look back at half century 

 

Marcel Molins (1936-2021) 
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Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 

Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021 
This Board meeting was held virtually via 
Zoom video conferencing for directors and 
via telephone conferencing for owners. 
Attendance: Twelve Board members, two 
management representatives, 13 residents 
Presiding: Assistant secretary Vicki Blair 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 

1) “Complementary resolution for line of 
credit” was added to items requiring 
Board action. 

2) “Board notification of unit sales/rentals” 
was added to old/new business.  

 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of Jan. 31)  

Operating and reserve cash 
 $313,844 
Investment in units 
 $1,468,189 (nine units) 
Excess of operating revenue over 
expenses 
 $28,465 

2) Delinquencies (as of Feb. 19) 
$376,650, including $232,814 from 
former residents 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) No committee reports were given. 
 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items requiring Board action 
1) East Point garage rental 

Board voted to approve a lease of a 
section of our garage to East Point 
Condominium Association for approxi-
mately three months. 

2) 15F renovation 
Directors approved a contractor’s 
proposal to renovate this Association-
owned unit before placing it on the 
market for sale.  

3) 39F renovation 
Tabled. 

4) 22.1 disclosure statement 
Approved. 

5) Complementary resolution for line of 
credit 
Board approved a resolution required by 
the bank to activate a line of credit. 

Old/new business  
1) Family Pride proposals 

Although Family Pride, our current 
laundry vendor, submitted two proposals 
for a new contract, the Board will 
distribute an RFP to it and other potential 
vendors. 

2) Lobby ramp airlock 
Tabled. 

3) Vehicle charging stations electricity 
cost 
No action was taken. 

4) Elevator maintenance 
Newly hired elevator maintenance 
company is replacing the cables and 
sheaves in two elevators, one after the 
other. Each will be out of service for 
about one week, with the work scheduled 
to be finished in early March. 

5) Elevator compensation cable switches 
Board voted to replace the switches on 
two elevators this year and those on the 
other three elevators next year. 

6) Urban design & landscaping 
Management will inform residents of 
details of the upcoming work in the 
atrium once they have been finalized.  

7) Balcony maintenance  
Nothing new. 

8) Carpet and door shields for construc-
tion 
Secretary Carl Chadek will investigate 
the options. 

9) Reserve study 
Assistant treasurer Sam Bullock will 
report on this issue at the March 
meeting. 

10)Plaza renovation 
The painting and installation of new 
carpeting have been completed. 

11)Plaza rentals 
Nothing new. 

12)Association-owned units 
The Association owns nine units, of 
which seven are being rented and one 
will be renovated before listing it for sale. 
A decision on the other unit (39F) will be 
made later. 

13)Chicago development notification 
The apartment building that is being 
planned for the vacant lot just north of 
Colvin House, at Thorndale and Sheridan, 
is being reduced from six stories to five. 
Construction is expected to be completed 
in 2022. 

14)Manager spending limit, procurement 
protocol 
Nothing new. 

15)Board notification of units sales/
leases 
Secretary Chadek asked that manage-
ment send copies of all sales and lease 
contracts to all Board members when 
they are submitted. 

 
The open session ended at 8:49 p.m. and 
went into closed session. Open session did 
not resume. 

Book club to discuss 
Ginsburg book 

The Malibu East book club will meet 
at 1 p.m. Sunday, April 11 to discuss the 
late Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Ginsburg’s book, “My Own Words.” 
Organized by the Social Committee, the 
group will meet in the Community 
Room; face coverings are required. 

“In this collection Justice Ginsburg 
discusses gender equality, the workings 
of the Supreme Court, being Jewish, law 
and lawyers in opera, and the value of 
looking beyond U.S. shores when 
interpreting the U.S. Constitution,” 
publisher Simon & Schuster says about 
the book. “Throughout her life Justice 
Ginsburg (was) a prolific writer and 
public speaker. This book’s sampling is 
selected by Justice Ginsburg and her 
authorized biographers, Mary Hartnett 
and Wendy W. Williams, who introduce 
each chapter and provide biographical 
context and quotes gleaned from 
hundreds of interviews they have 
conducted. 

“Witty, engaging, serious, and playful, 
“My Own Words” is a fascinating 
glimpse into the life of one of America’s 
most influential women.” 

The book can be purchased at 
independent booksellers, Amazon.com 
and Barnes & Noble, and some copies 
may be available at the Chicago Public 
Library. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the 
group will choose the next book for 
discussion. 

The symbol at the left 
will be used throughout 
the issue to identify 
articles related to the 

50th anniversary of Malibu East. 



March 2021   Page 3 

MARCEL MOLINS: With overwhelm-
ing sadness, I am sharing with all of you 
that Mr. Molins passed away Monday 
morning, 3/1/2021. Marcel Molins was 
an exceptional man of character. He has 
been a guide of immeasurable value, a 
priceless companion in my journey at 
Malibu East, and an individual with 
boundless care for the Association and 
Malibu East’s constituents and employ-
ees. I will remember the countless 
hours Marcel spent working for the 
good of Malibu East. I will hear his voice 
for a long time to come. 

UNIT ID: Most of our owners’ 
inquiries necessitate checking files 
and/or the accounting system. With 
498 units in the building, it is a chal-
lenge to remember who owns what 
unit. We will truly appreciate that you 
write your unit number in the subject 
line of your emails to expedite our 
replies to you. 

DOGS: We have an increased dog 
population in the building, as the 
majority of our new residents move 
into the building with their loved ones. 
It is also more common to have two 
dogs living in one unit, as it is allowed 
by the rules. This trend also brings 
more complaints to management about 
dog issues such as: 
• Dogs jumping on people to say 

“hello and give a kiss”; 
• Dog wearing a harness as opposed 

to a collar, making it more difficult 
to handle the dog when he/she 
excited or misbehaving; 

• Dogs being handled on a long leash 
as opposed to a short leash, per the 
rules, allowing the dogs to get away 
from their handlers; 

• Feces that are not picked up in the 
dog runs tend to accumulate faster 
than we can clean them; 

• Nonstop barking/whining in units, 
bothering neighbors; 

• Dog handlers unaware of the Pet 
Fine allowing the loved ones to 
urinate in the common elements, 
indoors or outdoors. 
We believe that all those issues can 

be easily resolved with the cooperation 
of dog owners. Please assist to keep our 
community harmonious for all. 

DOG SAFETY: The section of the 
lower level between the compactor 

room and loading dock is a busy service 
area used daily by staff and vendors to 
store, transport, maneuver and move 
recycling, general waste, dumpsters, 
tubs, boxes, furniture, equipment, tools, 
materials, etc. For instance, the hauling 
company takes the dumpsters out of 
and back into the building from that 
location, and returns them close to the 
compactor room for the staff to put 
them back into the compactor room. 
This example alone tells you how much 
this area of the lower level is essential 
to perform multiple daily operations; it 
has been, is, and will continue to be 
hectic and cluttered at times with 
dumpsters and other elements transit-
ing through that area. 

For safety reasons, we are requesting 
our residents to minimize usage of this 
area to access the dog runs with their 
loved ones, or to access the Receiving 
Room, locker room, or Racquetball 
Court. 

ACCOUNTING: This article explains 
the procedure of charges that are paid 
ahead of time with a check made 
payable to MECA and given to manage-
ment. All checks given to management 
to pay a particular charge are mailed to 
the lockbox to be posted on the owners’ 
respective account. The confusion 
comes from the fact that the credits 
resulting from the posted checks may 
not show on the monthly statement 
because they are posted later than the 
printing of the statements. Be reas-
sured that the checks are computed as 
they are posted. 

Here is an example of the procedure: 
1. Renter is moving out of unit 50A; 
2. Renter gives a $250 check to 

management for the payment of the 
move-out fee; 

3. Management mails the move-out 
check to the lockbox with the 
reference ID of unit 50A; 

4. Account of unit 50A receives the 
payment of $250 and shows a credit 
of $250; 

5. Management will subsequently bill 
the account of 50A the correspond-
ing charge (move-out fee, in this 
case); note that omitting to bill the 
charge will cause the floating credit 
to be used for other charges (cable, 
parking, etc.) for which it was not 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

collected. 
COLD WEATHER AND ELEVATORS: 

Just a friendly reminder that the 
blistering polar vortex that we usually 
experience in January and February 
causes the stack effect in the building to 
be exacerbated. Stack effect is a 
common phenomenon in high-rise 
buildings, particularly in the older 
constructions. Nowadays, high-rises are 
built while avoiding elevators and 
stairwells to be laid out in a single 
vertical stretch; they are vertically 
staggered, deviated, laterally moved to 
compartmentalize the “chimney shaft.” 
Stack effect or chimney effect is the 
vertical air movement of cold air that 
accelerates as it goes up and as it gets 
colder. The colder the temperature, the 
stronger the air movement, which in 
turn results in undue pressure against 
anything that opens, for instance, the 
elevator doors. Undue pressure on the 
elevator doors may prevent the doors 
from closing tightly, thus preventing 
the electronic contacts from giving the 
signals to move the elevator. This is the 
reason why we insist on pushing and 
closing the common area doors, and 
refraining from opening the loading 
dock exterior doors at the same time as 
the indoor hallway doors. 

CHAIN OF COMMAND: Incidents 
(noise issue, smoke issue, pet issue, 
etc.) or charges (move fee, parking fee, 
service fee, etc.) involving renters and 
any persons living in a unit other than 
the unit owners will be discussed and 
addressed with the unit owners. Unit 
owners will communicate and discuss 
with the occupants of their units any 
matters or charges raised by manage-
ment. This procedure assures that the 
unit owners are fully aware of the 
activities associated to their units and 
occupants, and will have the necessary 
information and knowledge to make 
decisions in the most expedited 
manner. 

REAL ESTATE VALUATION (TAX 
BILL): The real estate valuation is being 
determined by the Cook County 
assessor. The valuation used to calcu-
late your taxes is one of many factors 
used to establish your tax bill. The 
valuation is the only factor that owners 
are allowed to contest. The Association 
hired the legal firm Worsek & Vihon to 
contest the valuation of all units. If 
Worsek & Vihon is successful to reduce 
the valuation of the units, they will bill 

(Continued on page 6) 



Page 4   March 2021 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
The armory has reopened to the 
public, with limited park program-
ming. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO NORTHSIDE AARP 
COMMUNITY GROUP 
Seniors group meets via Zoom at 
12:30 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 
month (March 2). 
bit.ly/mecax1 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, March 16, 7 p.m. 
(third Tuesday of the month) 
Sign up for Zoom meeting at 
CAPS.024District@chicagopolice.org 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: 12 p.m.-7 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed on Sundays) 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Closed until further notice. 
While the museum remains tempo-
rarily closed, they invite you on a 
virtual curator’s tour of their current 
exhibits: 
(Edgewater Beach Hotel) 
 bit.ly/ehsx1 
(Chicago Conspiracy Trial) 
 bit.ly/ehsx2 
(High Water and Hell) 
 bit.ly/ehsx6 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR 
CENTER 
Closed until further notice. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
Online programs via Zoom to engage 
and support older adults. 
www.EVChicago.org 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Online programs for persons 60 and 

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

over.  
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
whitecranewellness.org 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

Most theaters remain closed until 
further notice, but many are provid-
ing virtual programming. 

events on the patio and the Malibu East 
book club. The group meets more often 
when an event is approaching, but 
otherwise a monthly meetup is 
planned. 

I could list at least 20 more events 
that the Social Committee has created 
or helped with, but space is limited. If 
you would like to explore participation 
in this group, or if you think you have 
some fun COVID activities – OK, maybe 
post-COVID activities – please leave a 
note with the Management Office or the 
doorman, marked “Social Committee,” 
with your name, email address and 
phone number. The committee will 
contact you. 

For a comprehensive list of commit-
tees at Malibu East, please contact the 
Management Office, see the February 
Dialogue or email me at 
Questions@MalibuEast.org. 

What interests you? 

Social Committee 
By Linda Eng 

Third in a series. 
Are you social? Would 

you like to meet new 
people? Do you have an 
aptitude for organization 
and enjoy creating a welcoming 
atmosphere for adults and children? 

If so, the Malibu East Social, Cultural 
& Entertainment Committee might be 
in your future. Chair Sandy Chaet 
explained to me that her committee is a 
hardworking, fun group that has 
continued working, even through the 
pandemic. Did you get your holiday 
goody bag? 

The committee has been providing 
for all of us in many ways. Don’t you 
find the full title of this committee to be 
quite impressive? And it doesn’t 
disappoint! 

What is it that the committee 
provides? Appropriate speakers, 
ranging from a fire safety specialist to 
mayoral candidates. Events are planned 
for all ages, such as the Easter egg hunt 
to the New Year’s Eve party. Events for 
employees, including the staff holiday 
luncheon and retirement parties, have 
been regularly held – even a few 
masked, physically distanced events 
during COVID-19. Flu shots, a chocolate 
fest, and a program featuring the Windy 
City Gay Chorus, the list goes on … with 
many more to come. Activities are being 
planned throughout this year from 
movies on our north patio to our 
upcoming 50th anniversary celebration. 

When asked who would enjoy being 
a member of this committee, Sandy 
replied: Men and women who enjoy 
being creative, socially cooperative and 
open-minded. The committee accepts 
ideas and help from everyone. If you 
have an idea or would like to find out 
more about this committee, you only 
need to contact Sandy. She will help 
facilitate your request. 

The committee is currently working 
on 50th anniversary events, summer 

Ex-owner turns 100 

Adeline Kalant, one of Malibu East’s 
original owners, turned 100 on Feb. 23. 
Now living at a Senior Lifestyle communi-
ty in north suburban Lincolnwood, 
Adeline held a physically distanced 
celebration with her family through a 
window on Feb. 21, which WGN-TV 
showed in a report on its nighttime news. 

 Adeline’s son, Cary, 
says that Adeline 
keeps in touch with 
several friends at 
Malibu East, although 
in-person visits 
haven’t been allowed 
for the past year. 

In a February 2015 profile in the 
Dialogue, Adeline mentioned that when 
she and her late husband, George, moved 
to Malibu East in August 1971, they 
brought a 125-inch sofa that the movers 
couldn’t get into their unit on the 45th 
floor, because of the low ceiling in the 
corridor. However, construction workers 
in the building offered to hoist it from the 
balcony directly below them to their 
balcony and through the sliding door into 
their unit. Problem solved. When asked 
how they were able to remove the sofa 
when Adeline moved out of the building, 
Cary said that, because no one in the 
family wanted it, it was sawed into 5-6 
pieces and discarded. 

Former neighbors who wish to contact 
Adeline can write to her at: Memory Care 
Section, Lincolnwood Place, 7000 N. 
McCormick Blvd., Lincolnwood, IL 60712. 
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design and manage information 
technology systems in the United States 
as well as in Europe.” When Kraft was 
acquired by Philip Morris in 1985, his 
attention shifted to financial analysis 
and he created software that was used 
for tracking the entire U.S. workforce. 

Dennis stayed with Kraft for 30 
years, but as his retirement neared, his 
attention was increasingly split with an 
interest in community service. In the 
1980s he was asked to join the board of 
directors of the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository and after just a few years 
became the board chairman. He 
remains an emeritus board member to 
this day. “Learning how to give food to 
people was a new experience for me 
after so many years selling food on a 
grand scale,” he said. “My encounters 
with people who had a hard time 
paying their bills gave me new insights 
into those who are less fortunate.” 

For 50 years Malibu East has been 
the home port for Dennis’ calendar of 
worldwide travel, starting with his 
having visited 49 of the 50 states. He 
has seen most of Europe, including 
riding the Orient Express from London 
to Venice in both directions; taken trips 
to the Near East, Far East, south Pacific 
and South America; has sailed through 
the Panama Canal; and takes an annual 
sojourn to Cancun, Mexico. 

When on home turf, he is a fan of 
most Chicago major-league sports 
teams and has not missed an Indy 500 
since 1967. He has season tickets to 
Steppenwolf Theatre and the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra and became a 
volunteer at the Lyric Opera in 2009, 
where he has appeared in costume 
onstage in 11 operas – with his mouth 
shut, he says, which he didn’t mind at 
all. 

The Dialogue did not ask Dennis 
what he does in his spare time, as it is 

Original owners look back 
(Continued from page 1) 

unlikely that he has any. 
He endorses Malibu East today for 

the same qualities that drew him here 
in 1970 – its lakefront location and 
access to downtown with abundant 
transportation. He said, “Anyone who 
enjoys the amenities of living in a big 
city will find it a great place to live.” 

Dennis expanded his residential 
space here in 1997, purchasing an 
adjacent unit and combining it with his. 
He says that Edgewater’s changes over 
the years have been both positive and 
negative. He decries the congestion of 
present-day Sheridan Road but 
concedes that the shopping options 
have become much better. 

Dennis enjoys the diversity of Malibu 
East’s owners and residents and has a 
very short wish list for the building: He 
would like to see a UPS or USPS 
shipping service in the Plaza but 
acknowledges that its operation would 
probably need to be subsidized by our 
Association. Asked for negative 
memories, he had just one, the day in 
1973 that he found his car had been 
stolen from the garage. This is a man 
with a positive outlook on life. 

Carrie Cohen, an origin story 
bridging two generations 

Carrie was a college student in 1971 
when her parents, Florence and Allen 
Cohen, bought a two-bedroom unit at 
Malibu East. The family was then living 
in Evanston and had a business 
downtown on Michigan Avenue, with 
her parents commuting by car on 
Sheridan Road and Lake Shore Drive. 
“Every night,” Carrie recalled, “they’d 
pass the building and see the sign ‘If 
you lived here, you’d be home now.’” 
She said they were enticed because of 
that message and by the fact that “the 
building was beautiful and had so many 
more advantages than other buildings.” 

She remembers things were in a 
rough stage when they first moved in, 
with concrete floors and unpainted 

walls. But the promised comforts 
eventually came together in the young 
community, and Carrie recalls that 
“people then actively participated and 
took more of an interest in what was 
going on here.” 

Carrie inherited the condo from her 
parents and still lives there, a second-
generation original owner at Malibu 
East. She sees both positives and 
negatives affecting life here over the 
past half century. She still finds the 
location convenient and thinks that 
Edgewater is better represented 
politically today than it was in the past. 
“We were ‘no man’s land’ while the 
Andersonville alderman was strictly 
concentrated on her own backyard.” 

She remembers that the area was 
homey but for a period went downhill, 
with an increase in crime. “It has taken 
the full 50 years for this neighborhood 
to come around,” she said. 

Carrie has suggestions about 
aesthetics, alternative power sources 
and rules observance at today’s Malibu 
East. She thinks that the lines of the 
building would be improved if the 
gazebos on the north deck were 
removed and that solar panels would 
be a great environmental addition to a 
rehabbed deck area. In her view, the 
community life would be improved if all 
residents were aware of the rules and 
followed them, with observations 
regarding pets being of particular 
concern. 

Architect Roula Alakiotou and 
husband raised their family here 

Roula was the subject of a Dialogue 
story in the September 2020 issue, 
which told of her attending a 
housewarming party at a newly 
completed Malibu East condo on July 4, 
1972. Along with the expected fire-
works, a romance exploded that 
evening for Roula and unit owner Al 
Borenstine. Before the end of the year, 
she was living with him in unit 5K. She 
and Al went on to get married, have 
twin daughters in 1978, expand into a 
palatial A and B combined unit and 
raise their family at Malibu East. 

To learn about the high-powered 
careers of Roula (in architecture and 
urban development) and Al (in comput-
er systems design), you can get the 
whole story in the Dialogue archive at 
MalibuEast.org/Dialogue. 

Now widowed, Roula still lives 

(Continued on page 6) Roula and Al 
Borenstine in ’70s 

Roula Alakiotou in 
recent years 

Dennis Delavara 
circa 1970 

Dennis Delavara 
today 
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 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Recently closed on 31F 
Units for sale: 20G, 32L 

the Association the contest fee prorated 
per the percentage of ownership of 
each unit. 

The Association then pays the bill 
and rebills the prorated contest fee to 
the unit owners. For those of you who 
are eligible for the exemptions called 
“Senior Freeze” or “Long Time Occu-
pant,” you will be exempted from 
paying the contest fee because there is 
no valuation to contest, it is frozen. 
However, one or both of these two 
exemptions shall be printed on your 
real estate bill. 

To waive the contest fee, a copy of 
the exemption application form is not 
sufficient; a verbal statement is not 
sufficient; believing that you are 
entitled is not sufficient; a tax bill from 
last year is not sufficient. The eligible 
exemption must be printed on your 
2020 second installment tax bill, which 
is payable in 2021. Copy of the 2020 tax 
bill showing proof of either exemption 
has to be provided to management on 
time, by the deadline that will be 
established by Worsek & Vihon. Note 
that there are other exemptions that 
may be printed on your tax bill such as 
homeowner exemption; none of them 
will make you exempt from the contest 
fee except for the “Senior Freeze” or the 
“Long Time Occupant.” Only these two 
are accepted to waive the contest fee. 

KITCHEN SMOKE: Please refrain 
from opening your sliding doors or 
hallway doors if you burned food on a 
stove or in the oven as it pushes the 
fumes into the hallway and triggers the 
fire alarm detectors. Simply wait until 
the fumes are evacuated to the roof 
through the vent in your kitchen. An 
incident of cooking fumes transferred 
into a hallway on 2/18/2021, caused by 
opened sliding doors, triggered a chain 

Management report 
(Continued from page 3) 

of events resulting in the Fire Depart-
ment being called to the floor. The best 
procedure is to contact the front desk to 
alert us about the fumes issue and to 
wait until the smoke is evacuated to the 
roof via the kitchen vent. 

CORONAVIRUS: At the time I am 
writing this article, Malibu East 
Condominium has not been notified of 
any COVID-19 case in February 2021. 

As a reminder, the Board of 
Directors is insisting on wearing 
masks in the workout rooms, garage, 
elevators, and other common areas. 

Please remain vigilant about your 
personal protection despite the 
fatigue resulting from the pandemic 
and the novelty and encouragement 
brought by the vaccines, considering 
that infectious variants are in the 
country. Coronavirus infects people 
primarily via infected cells projected 
in the air (aerosol) while infected 
people are breathing, talking, 
yelling, singing, whistling, smoking, 
etc., in your entourage. 

URBAN DESIGN AND LANDSCAP-
ING: Helios Construction is planning to 
start the atrium renovation work on 
March 22. Management will issue 
correspondence to inform residents of 
the logistics to enter and leave the 
building and garage. Please be prepared 
for robust construction work in the 
atrium, and inconveniences or delays to 
enter or leave the building and garage. 
The renovation work is expected to be 
completed by the end of May 2021, 
weather permitting. 

BIKE AUDIT ALERT: About 100 
bikes currently stored in the Bicycle 
Room are NOT yet equipped with the 
2021 large blue decal. It is imperative 
that bike owners register their bikes 
and apply the 2021 blue decal on their 
bikes by 3/1/2021 to prevent their 
bikes from being taken out of the 

(Continued on page 7) 

gracefully in the sweeping space of her 
combined unit and remains filled with 
enthusiasm for Malibu East, extolling its 
convenient location and “easy living.” 
Asked whether she ever thought of 
moving, she answered, “Where else 
would I want to go?” 

She recalls the first year or two of 
living here as being exciting, with “lots 
of connections and friendships, 
especially around the pool.” When the 
twins came along, however, Roula says 
the living was not quite so easy. Malibu 
East was pretty much a senior citizen/
empty nester environment. “There 
were very few young families,” she said, 
“and the older people weren’t that 
crazy about having little kids running 
around. I had to use the service elevator 
with my twin-size carriage, and use of 
the pool was not allowed.” 

The number of restrictions regarding 
children at Malibu East was one of the 
reasons Al sought to get elected to the 
Board of Directors. Once elected, Roula 
said, he worked to get the rules relaxed 
and make the building more welcoming 
to families. 

Roula was a key mover in the 
creation of Berger Park (see the 
September 2020 issue) and is positive 
about Edgewater, which she finds 
relatively unchanged over the years. 

Most of the Malibu East memories 
are positive for Roula, who particularly 
loved the international night parties. 
Her suggestions for improvements here 
are few, mostly reflecting her archi-
tect’s aesthetic. She would like to see 
the quality of building service improved 
and the overall ambience of the 
building and surroundings upgraded, 
with the lobby totally redone and 
“better holiday exterior de cor.” At least 
the last would not be dismissed as a 
daunting ask. 

Original owners look back 
(Continued from page 5) 
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Bicycle Room and disposed of 60 days 
later. The same registration require-
ment applies to the residents’ bikes 
attached to the outdoor bike rack. 
Furthermore, the bike rack has to be 
relocated to accommodate renovation 
of the atrium; all bikes must be de-
tached from the bike rack no later than 
3/31/2021. If not detached, the bikes’ 
locks will be cut and bikes stored for 60 
days before disposal. Please make your 
visitors who are using the bike rack 
aware of this very important infor-
mation. Damage or loss associated to 
any locks and bikes is the full responsi-
bility of the bike owners. 

2021 DOG REGISTRATION: The 
Board of Directors has adopted a Dog 
Policy, complementary to the provi-
sions of the current dog rules and 
Declaration, that includes a new 
registration effective 1/1/2021. The 
new registration contains a provision to 
the effect that dogs, regardless of breed 
or size, must be covered by the insur-
ance of the owners or renters. 

All dog owners must re-register 
their dogs regardless of whether they 
had registered their dogs in previous 
years, including 2020. All fobs associat-

Management report 
(Continued from page 6) 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

 

ed to units with dogs registered in 2021 
will be activated to operate the dog run 
fob readers as soon as the first week of 
March; the other fobs will be repro-
grammed so that they won’t operate 
the fob readers of the dog runs. 

ELEVATORS: Parkway Elevators has 
replaced the cables and sheave on 
elevator #1; the cables and sheave of 
the elevator #3 will be replaced in the 
first week of March. Following the 
completion of this work will be the 
replacement of the MAD touchscreen in 
elevator #4, and restoration of the 
weather information and memo posting 
on all screens. Further, the elevators 
are controlled by electronic mother-
boards giving the proper signals to 
elevator computers to respond to and 
synchronize calls. One of the mother-
boards is defective, causing the floor 
calling buttons to flash. Please be 
assured that the elevators will still 
operate and respond to the floor calls. 

Selling or Buying 
Sheridan Rd. Condo Specialists 

Get your BEST VALUE through  
the Rogers Park / Edgewater Experts! 

• FREE Market Evaluation 

• FREE Advertising 

• We have Interested Buyers Now 

 BUYING  
 SELLING  
 RENTING 
 
 
 
 

 Office: 773-334-0200 
 Cell: 773-297-0205 

 

 
 

6033 N. Sheridan Rd. Suite #5  Malibu East Plaza 

HMWagnerRealty@sbcglobal.net 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT IS 
HAPPENING IN THE REAL ESTATE MARKET 

TODAY, DO NOT HESITATE TO STOP IN. 
I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING YOU UP TO DATE. 

Helen Wagner 

Q & A with LindaLindaLinda 

Emergency button 
By Linda Eng 

Questions … we always have some. If 
you would like some answers, please let 
me know your thoughts at: 
questions@MalibuEast.org. 

Today’s question: What is the small, 
white doorbell in the new dog pen? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linda: For our safety we have an 
emergency button found on the wall in 
the first pen. Should you have any 
problem – e.g., lose your fob in the 
snow, have a dog issue, feeling sick or 
threatened – then press this white bell, 
which will ring at the doorman station, 
and help will be on the way. 

Board meeting dates 
March 23 
April 27 
May 25 
June 22 
July 27 
August 24 

September 21 
(annual meeting) 

September 28 
October 26 
November 16 
December 28 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2021 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 
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Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 
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Walk down memory lane 

Dinner and drinks: 
1971 
By Helen Reichert Lambin 
and Rosemary J. Lambin 

With Malibu East turning 50 this year, 
the Dialogue is commemorating our 
founding with a look back at what was 
happening in the United States and 
beyond when residents began moving 
into the building in 1971. The trip down 

memory lane begins this 
month with a look back at 
which foods and beverages 
were popular then, and how 

much they cost. 
“What’s for dinner?” 
Well, it might be a casserole. Casse-

roles were big in the 1970s. But first, 
let’s take a trip to the grocery store. 

Here are some of the costs you would 
have found in a grocery store in 1971 
(source: ThePeopleHistory.com/70sFood). 
These prices were documented in Ohio 
in 1971. Illinois prices don’t show up on 
this random list until 1978, but it seems 
likely they wouldn’t have been much 
different from Ohio’s. 

Birds Eye Cool Whip, 38 cents; celery, 
38 cents; cranberries, 29 cents per 
pound; fresh turkey, 43 cents per 
pound; frozen french fries, 69 cents for 
five pounds; Idaho potatoes, 98 cents 
per 10 pounds; Jiffy peanut butter, 59 
cents; medium eggs, 25 cents per dozen; 
Morton’s frozen TV dinners, 36 cents; 
potato chips, 89 cents per 24-ounce bag; 
loaf of sliced bread, 16 cents. Mean-
while, in Missouri, ground round was 79 
cents per pound. 

If you wanted to “fancy” that ground 
round, that was a good time to do it. 
Hamburger Helper appeared in 1971. 
This was partly a result of meat shortag-
es, rising meat prices, and women re-
entering the workforce. Hamburger 
Helper originally came in Potato 
Stroganoff, Chili Tomato, Beef Noodle, 
and Hash varieties. And, of course, green 
bean casserole was ever popular. 

If you wanted to go a little fancier, 
fondue was big in the 1970s, including 
cheese fondue. In his novel “Tender Is 
the Night,” Scott Fitzgerald describes 
cheese fondue as “a peculiarly indigesti-
ble form of Welsh rarebit.” He may have 
considered fondue suitable only for the 
hoi polloi. Much as I like Scott Fitzger-
ald, I really like cheese fondue. 

There were a number of good local 
restaurants in 1971, too many to name, 

Wanted: Back issues 

The newsletter staff is seeking old 
issues of the Dialogue to help with its 
research of the 50-year history of 
Malibu East. In particular, the staff 
would like issues prior to 2000. 

The staff will return your issues after 
it completes its research, if you want 
them back. 

You can contact the Dialogue staff at 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org, or leave a 
note with the doorman to the attention 
of editor Neil Warner, providing your 
name and contact information. 

We hope there are some savers out 
there. 

but few of the originals remain. One 
beloved exception is Moody’s Pub, 
which opened in Old Town in 1959. In 
1969 the now-deceased owner John 
Kahoun moved the pub to its current 
location, with its spacious patio, on 
Broadway in Edgewater. 

Soft drinks were plentiful in the ’70s. 
Among the most popular were Coke and 
Mountain Dew. But there were also the 
old standards like Pepsi, root beer and 
orange soda. 

Alcohol was also plentiful, often in 
fancy dress, along with traditional beer, 
wine, martinis and manhattans. Some 
bars boasted an extensive drinks menu 
that filled a page. Here are some that 
you might have seen listed: brandy 
Alexander, boxcar (and sidecar), 
grasshopper, Harvey Wallbanger, pink 
lady, pink squirrel, tequila sunrise, Tom 
Collins and the particularly popular 
White Russian. Any of these could be 
served with Hamburger Helper. 

2020-21 Board of Directors 

COVID tests 
A free COVID-19 test clinic that had to 

be postponed Feb. 6 because of ex-
tremely cold weather has been resched-
uled for Saturday, March 6, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the Ismaili Jamatkhana 
parking lot at 6259 N. Broadway. 

Sponsored by 48th Ward Alderman 
Harry Osterman, the clinic can be 
accessed via drive-up or walk-up. 
Preregistration is recommended but not 
required. Those who haven’t registered 
will be accommodated as long as 
supplies last. 

Tests are available regardless of age 
(five or older), insurance or immigra-
tion status. 


