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By Tracy Poyser 
The trouble with trying 

to condense our neighbor 
Angeline (Angie) Lahey’s 
life story – intertwined 
with that of her beloved 
late husband, Jack Lahey – in one 
Dialogue profile is deciding what to 
leave out. The anecdotes and stories 
she told me in our delightful two-hour 
interview are the stuff of an adventure 
and romance movie, with glamorous 
locales from Chicago’s Gold Coast to 
Acapulco’s luxury retreats, and loss 
tempered by lasting love and an 
indomitable zest for life. 

Angie took romance to another level. 
Under the pen name Angeline Duran, 
she authored “Heaven’s Gift” (“Regalo 
del Cielo”), a novel that – quoting from 
its back cover – is “a passionate and 
moving love story set in the seductive 
and dazzling fashion world, as a 
tantalizing Latin American mystique 
weaves its way throughout its pages.” 

First, some biographical info. 
Angie Villafuerte Lahey was born in 

the late 1930s and lived in Chicago all 
her life except for a six-month interlude 
in New York in 1963. She went to 
Bowen High School in far southeast 
Chicago and directly to Moser Secretari-
al School from there. 

Her talent and ambition took her far. 
An unfailing sense for style, high 
fashion and design guided her rapid 
rise in local and international public 
relations, merchandising, related trade 
associations and support of the 
performing and visual arts. She served 
as president of the Chicago Fashion 
Exchange (one year), was director of 

meetings and conventions for the 
National Home Furnishings Association 
(10 years), director of admissions and 
director of public relations at the 
International Academy of Merchandis-
ing and Design (seven years), and 
associate producer of “Gauguin: The 
Musical” in Chicago. She received many 
honors and rewards while in the public 
eye, including the Key to the City of 
New Orleans in 2006 for judging and 
helping present the New Orleans 
Fashion Group’s first annual Alpha 
Awards for excellence in the fashion 
industry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Angie was a free spirit early on as a 
young professional woman in her 20s, 
sharing an apartment in Lincoln Park 
with friends she calls the “Armitage 
Avenue Gang.” She was chosen “Beauty 
of the Day” by the Chicago Tribune in 
the late ’50s, became first runner-up in 
the Miss Pan American Games contest 
in 1958 and helped welcome the Pan 
American Games to Chicago in 1959, 
where she presented the medals to the 
winners of the weightlifting division, an 
event she will never forget. 

Her business associations took her to 
many exotic locations, but none 
compared to Acapulco, Mexico, the 
setting for “Heaven’s Gift,” where she 
met the love of her life, Jack Lahey, in 
1981. Angie’s mother had rented a villa 
with a private pool from Jack and 
invited Angie to join her for a much-
needed vacation. Angie had just gotten 
divorced; her only daughter, Michelle, 
was in her late teens. Like Angie, her 

Angie Lahey – a passion for life, romance 
mom was an unconventional woman 
with a fiercely independent streak. But, 
the best thing she did for her daughter 
was to take her to “the hottest bar in 
Acapulco.” It was very crowded that 
night, and Angie remembers being 
asked to dance by a crazy guy who 
picked her up and swung her petite 
frame around the dance floor until she 
got dizzy. Jack rescued her by asking to 
buy her a drink, and she reciprocated a 
couple of evenings later by inviting him 
to dinner at her mom’s villa. The rest is 
history. 

When I asked Angie for this Dialogue 
interview, she insisted that this be 
Jack’s story as well as hers, and gave me 
a copy of his moving 2014 obituary. The 
two moved into Malibu East in 1986. 
They had been living on Berwyn 
Avenue when our building was under 
construction and had seen a model unit 
in the sales office, but waited until 
Michelle was grown before opting for 
condo living. Because they spent six 
months each year in Acapulco, they 
chose a one-bedroom unit in our L tier 
where Angie still lives. 

Jack Lahey had been born in 1929 
and raised in Chicago’s Wrigleyville. He 
became a star basketball player at 
DePaul University with famed coach 
Rey Meyer, where his skinny 6-foot-3 
frame earned him the nickname 
“Spider.” After being drafted into the 
Army in the early 1950s and sent to 
Japan, he played alongside the Harlem 
Globetrotters for four years, touring as 
a member of the Boston Whirlwinds, 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Please keep in mind that the meeting notes 
are not the official record of the Malibu East 
Condominium Board of Directors meetings. 
The official minutes are generally approved 
during the next meeting and may be viewed 
or copied in the management office. 

By Neil Warner 

Tuesday, April 27, 2021 
This Board meeting was held virtually via 
Zoom video conferencing for directors and 
via telephone conferencing for owners. 
Attendance: Nine Board members, two 
management representatives, 18 residents 
Excused: Martina Molins, Carl Stahlheber 
Presiding: President Arthur Arfa 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA 
1) “Carpet cleaning” was added to old/new 

business. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Joan Scholl 
1) Financial statement (as of March 31)  

Operating and reserve cash 
 $567,153 
Investment in units 
 $1,474,326 (nine units) 
Excess of operating revenue over 
expenses 
 $149,821 (est.) 

2) Delinquencies (as of April 19) 
$368,593, including $228,507 from 
former residents 

3) 2020 audit 
In progress. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
No committee reports were given. 
 
MANAGEMENT REPORT – Violette 
Deschamps 
Items requiring Board action 
1) Reserve study 

Directors approved a long-term reserve 
study provided by a consulting firm. The 
recommendations in the study are 
merely an advisory tool for the Board. 

2) Filling of vacant Board position 
Board moved this discussion to closed 
session (see below). 

3) 2021-2022 property insurance renewal 
Due to a technical error at the last 
meeting, directors reapproved the 
property insurance policy. 

4) 22.1 disclosure statement 
Approved. 

Old/new business  
1) Fourth-floor deck opening date 

At the request of several residents, 
directors decided to open the fourth-floor 
deck, except for the swimming pools, as 
soon as possible. 

2) Pools and recreational facilities 
guidelines, access 
Board moved that the pool enclosure will 
open on Memorial Day weekend, under 
normal rules. Guests will be permitted 
within the limits of the rules. Face 
coverings are required when the person 
is in the building before going to the pool, 
and after leaving it, but not within the 

pool enclosure. 
3) 2021 lobby enhancement 

Directors approved the purchase of new 
carpeting, a round table and four 
Barcelona chairs for the lobby. 

4) 2021 landscaping enhancement 
Aesthetics Committee is discussing what 
to place in the center of the atrium, how 
to enhance the area between the Malibu 
East sign at the northwest corner and the 
dog run, and how to reorganize the 
furniture and planters on the fourth-floor 
deck. 

5) Sheridan ramp (north entrance) 
Management said the ramp contributes 
to the flooding of the landing next to the 
door. It suggested removing the ramp, 
extending the retaining wall along the 
sidewalk and constructing a catch basin 
where the landing is. No action taken.  

6) Parking feasibility study 
Tabled. 

7) Atrium renovation  
Work is on schedule and this phase 
should be completed by June 9. 

8) Garage cleaning and membrane 
Cleaning is nearly finished. Condition of 
membrane was much better than was 
found in initial rounds of cleaning. 

9) Third-floor ductwork in storage room 
Work is almost finished. 

10)Laundry Room project 
RFPs were sent to five companies, and 
three made proposals. Directors will 
meet with two vendors in June before 
choosing a winning bid. 

11)Carpet and door shields for construc-
tion 
Deferred until budget time. 

12)Pet Committee recommendations 
All pets must be registered; otherwise, 
the owner of an unregistered pet will be 
reported to the Board for further action. 
Directors confirmed it will maintain the 
current Pet Policy, clarifying that no 
cleanup fee will be added to the $200 fine 
that is assessed to a pet owner whose pet 
urinates or defecates in a prohibited 
common area. (See page 11.) 

13)Committee streamlining 
Several directors volunteered to review 
the current lineup of Board committees 
and their functions to determine whether 
some can be consolidated. 

14)Rules and Regulations review 
Management is working on a draft of 
updated Rules and Regulations, which 
will be given to directors for their 
consideration. 

15)Association-owned units 
The Association owns nine units, seven of 
which are being rented; the other two are 
undergoing renovations prior to being 

listed for sale. The leases for several 
rented units will expire in the next few 
months. 

16)Plaza rental status 
Prospective tenant has shown interest in 
leasing a Plaza space. 

17)Manager spending limit, procurement 
protocol 
Tabled. 

18)Carpet cleaning 
A commercial carpet cleaning vendor will 
clean the hallway carpets on all residen-
tial floors, beginning with the 45th floor. 
A regular cleaning schedule by our 
maintenance staff will resume in June or 
July. 

 
The open session ended at 8:27 p.m. and 
went into closed session. Open session 
resumed at 9:34.  
 
RATIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION ITEM 
1) Board appointed Andrew Pigozzi to the 

vacant Board position created by the 
death of Marcel Molins. 

Anniversary coverage 
A half century of Malibu East history 

is being celebrated this year, culminat-
ing in an anniversary party on Sept. 25 
if the COVID-19 restrictions permit it. 

Each issue of the Dialogue until then 
will run stories, features, nostalgic 
photos and perhaps even some quizzes 
leading up to the big event. We kicked 
off the series in February. 

This month, Ron Cohn examines the 
history of the mansion that occupied 
the property where Malibu East now 
sits. Also, we continue a decade-by-
decade timeline of noteworthy events 
at Malibu East and in the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

We are compiling an all-time list of 
prominent residents – professional 
athletes, politicians, TV and radio 
personalities, etc. – but we need your 
help to build this list. If you know of any 
famous residents, past or present, let us 
know. 

If you have a contribution to our 
coverage or an idea, email us at 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org or leave a 
note at the front desk for Dialogue 
editor Neil Warner. 

The Dialogue is counting on our 
neighbors to help bring the history of 
Malibu East to life. 
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FOURTH-FLOOR DECK: For the 
convenience of our residents, the Board 
of Directors has decided to open the 
fourth-floor deck earlier this year, 
excluding the pool enclosure. This 
information was email blasted to our 
residents on Friday, April 30. Starting 
Saturday, May 1, from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., 
residents have access to the deck, 
tennis court and running path. 

The start of the pool season will 
remain as of the weekend of Memorial 
Day. As a result, the pools, pool deck 
enclosure and shower rooms will be 
accessible as usual, starting on Satur-
day, May 29. 

Everyone must wear a facial mask 
to and from the fourth-floor deck, 
per Board decision. 

POOL SEASON: The Board main-
tained its decision to open the pools 
with no pool attendants nor lifeguards. 
Any person using the pools does so at 
his or her own free will and risk, and 
children at the free will and risk of their 
respective parents or supervisory 
adults. Note that parents, guardians or 
any other supervisory adults shall be 
with the children at all times when 
within the pool enclosure or the fourth-
floor deck. 

Please read below the pool rules: 
1. Pool enclosure opening schedule: 8 

a.m. to 10 p.m. 
2. Any person entering the pool 

enclosure must have their pool tags 
and have signed the Pool Waiver. 

3. Pool tags and Pool Waivers are 
available in the Management Office, 
during business hours. 

4. Lost pool tags can be replaced during 
office business hours. 

5. A maximum of two (2) guests per 
unit is allowed (red tags). Guests 
include offsite relatives, friends, etc. 

6. Residents and unit owners are 
responsible for the conduct of the 
occupants of their units, family 
members, guests and children. 

7. Use of the pool requires everyone to 
shower before entering a pool. 

8. Swimmers must wear proper 
swimming attire; persons in cut-off 
jeans and street clothes are not 
permitted in the pools. 

9. Street shoes are not permitted within 
the pool enclosure area. 

10.Residents, guests and children who 
are dressed in only swimming attire 
must use the service elevator, unless 
it is out of service or reserved for a 
move. 

11.Swimmers of either sex with long 
hair (shoulder length or longer) 
should wear caps in the pools. 

12.Hair should not be combed near the 
pool’s edges to ensure better 
operation of the filter system. 

13.Smoking, food and beverages (other 
than water in a plastic container) are 
prohibited within the pool enclosure 
area. 

14.Glass or metal containers are not 
permitted within the pool enclosure 
area. 

15.Only one (1) mat per resident or 
guest is permitted. Each mat must be 
covered with a towel, to be furnished 
by the resident or guest. 

16.Non-water games (e.g., ball throw-
ing, Frisbee throwing) are not 
permitted within the pool enclosure 
area. 

17.Unattached flotation devices are 
allowed if used in conjunction with 
attached devices such as water 
wings, life jackets, etc. Unattached 
flotation devices are not to be 
allowed as sole-support safety 
devices. Floating mats or chairs are 
forbidden. 

18.No running, roller skating or roller 
blading, or any other activities which 
may be dangerous to anyone, shall be 
conducted on the fourth-floor deck, 
including the pool enclosure. 

19.A responsible person at least twelve 
(12) years of age, who can swim, 
must supervise all children under the 
age of twelve (12). However, 
children between the ages of five and 
eleven will not require a supervisory 
person to accompany them if they 
can pass a swimming test. The 
swimming test requires that the 
child can swim two lengths (one lap) 
of a big pool without support 
devices. The swimming test must be 
conducted by one of the parents or a 
person of at least 12 years of age, 
with parents observing and making a 
final decision on the test’s outcome. 

20.No private pool parties will be 
allowed within the pool enclosure 

What’s happening around the building 

By Violette Deschamps, Malibu East Manager 

area. 
21.Radios or other devices producing 

music, noises and/or voices, unless 
equipped and used with earpieces, 
are not permitted within the pool 
enclosure area. 

22.Neither barbecuing nor any prepara-
tion of food is permitted on the 
fourth-floor deck unless it is done in 
conjunction with a MECA-sponsored 
party, or specifically approved by 
management. 

23.No animals of any kind are allowed 
on the entire fourth-floor area. 

24.Residents, guests and children must 
properly dispose of waste in the 
refuse containers. 

25.Any person failing to obey the Rules 
and Regulations and policies of the 
Association will be required to leave 
the pool. 

26.Violations of the pool rules, regula-
tions and policies, and/or failure to 
follow the directives of the Associa-
tion’s agents, may result in a griev-
ance action against the associated 
unit owners. Hearings may result in 
loss of pool privileges, and billing of 
fines, investigation charges, and 
other costs as decided by the Board. 

27.Privileges to use the pools may be 
denied to unit owners (or the 
occupants of their units and their 
guests) if the owner is delinquent in 
the payment of his/her financial 
obligations to the Association. 

28.Any building employee doing a 
routine check on the activities 
around and in the pools and on the 
fourth-floor deck has full authority to 
make decisions related to the safety 
and welfare of users, rules violations, 
and usage of pools on the fourth-
floor deck. 
PARTY ROOM: The Board is allow-

ing management to book the Windjam-
mer Room this summer subject to 
further review of the pandemic status 
at the time of the reservations in order 
to either approve or decline the 
reservation if the pandemic has not 
sufficiently subsided, or based on the 
CDC’s most current recommendations. 

RISE BUILDING PLATFORM: Rise is 
a property software that was designed 
and programmed in Chicago. It is a 
comprehensive application constructed 
to deliver real-time communication, 
social engagement and workflow 
management with the constituents of 
residential properties. It can be used to 

(Continued on page 11) 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

BROADWAY ARMORY 
The armory has reopened to the 
public, with limited park program-
ming. 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-7502 
goo.gl/MSZSES 

CHICAGO NORTHSIDE AARP 
COMMUNITY GROUP 
Seniors group meets via Zoom at 
12:30 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 
month (May 4). 
bit.ly/mecax1 

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Beat 2433 CAPS meeting 
Tuesday, May 18, 7 p.m. 
(third Tuesday of the month) 
Sign up for Zoom meeting at 
CAPS.024District@chicagopolice.org 

EDGEWATER BRANCH LIBRARY 
Check out their book clubs and other 
events. 
6000 N. Broadway 
Mon. and Wed.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tue. and Thu.: noon-7 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Sun. 1-5 p.m. 
312-742-1945 
chipublib.org/locations/28 

EDGEWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Current exhibits: “The Chicago 
Conspiracy Trial: One Juror’s Ordeal,” 
“Edgewater Beach Hotel: 100 Years 
Later” and “High Water and Hell” 
Regular museum hours: 
Saturday and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 
5358 N. Ashland Ave. 
773-506-4849  
www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EDGEWATER SATELLITE SENIOR 
CENTER 
Closed until further notice. 
Broadway Armory Park 
5917 N. Broadway 
312-742-5323 

EDGEWATER VILLAGE 
Online programs via Zoom to engage 
and support older adults. 
www.EVChicago.org 

WHITE CRANE WELLNESS CENTER 
Online programs for persons 60 and 
over.  
1355 W. Foster Ave. 
773-271-9001 
whitecranewellness.org 

Community 
Calendar 
By Neil Warner 

THEATER/SHOWINGS 

Most theaters remain closed until 
further notice, but many are provid-
ing virtual programming. 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
Senior recital 
Flutist Hannah Morrison will be 
performing a selection of music that 
features works from the Baroque, 
Classical, and Romantic periods. 
Event takes place at PianoForte and 
can be livestreamed using this link: 
youtu.be/AVhZbY8Ai0s  
Saturday, May 8, 2 p.m. 
Dance Informance 
Dance students of all levels showcase 
their semester's work in an informal 
dance performance. Features a wide 
variety of genres.  
Saturday, May 8, 7 p.m. 
Online via Zoom. Tickets: $10. 
luc.universitytickets.com 

A special person you 
should know 
By Linda Eng 

Lani Stait Duran and her husband, Joe, 
have lived in Malibu East since 2017. Lani 
is a trained opera singer and musician 
with a graduate degree from Roosevelt 
University. She is currently expanding 
into an acting career. In addition, she 
teaches private virtual piano and voice 
lessons. If you are interested in lessons, 
you can contact her at 
lani.stait@gmail.com. 

Lani has been participating in a 
wonderful nonprofit organization called 
Lasagna Love, which got its start early in 
the pandemic. The organization connects 
community members, and volunteers 
bake lasagnas for anyone in need. 

“I have been baking lasagnas and 
dropping them off to people in our 
neighborhood,” Lani said. “It’s been a 
great way for me to feel helpful in this 
difficult time. I’m sure with a building this 
big we’ll have lots of interest in helping 
and need!” 

Lani added that there are families who 
will continue to need meals post-COVID 
until we all return to work and school. 

We are glad that our neighbor Lani has 
invested her time in our community. 
Bravo! 

For further information on Lasagna 
Love: www.lasagnalove.org. 

Book club 
The Malibu East book club will 

discuss its next book, “Midnight at the 
Blackbird Cafe ” by Heather Webber, 
when it meets at 1 p.m. Sunday, June 6 
in the Community Room on the fourth 
floor. Participants must wear a face 
covering. 

The book is a captivating blend of 
magical realism, heartwarming ro-
mance and small-town Southern charm. 

Nestled in the mountain shadows of 
Alabama lies the little town of Wicklow. 
It is here that Anna Kate has returned 
to bury her beloved Granny Zee, owner 
of the Blackbird Cafe . 

It was supposed to be a quick trip to 
close the cafe  and settle her grand-
mother’s estate, but despite her best 
intentions to avoid forming ties or even 
getting to know her father’s side of the 
family, Anna Kate finds herself inexpli-
cably drawn to the quirky Southern 
town her mother ran away from so 
many years ago, and the mysterious 
blackbird pie everybody can’t stop 
talking about. 

As the truth about her past slowly 
becomes clear, Anna Kate will need to 
decide if this lone blackbird will finally 
be able to take her broken wings and 
fly. 

The book is available at Amazon.com, 
Barnes & Noble, independent book-
sellers and the Chicago Public Library 
(very few, if any, are available). 

The next book will be selected 
following the discussion. 

Sewer rebate deadline 
Senior citizens who own and occupy 

a unit at Malibu East are eligible for an 
annual $50 senior citizen sewer rebate. 
The city offers the rebate to homeown-
ers in multi-family buildings that share 
a common water bill in lieu of the 
exemption it grants to owners of single-
family homes and townhomes that have 
individual water bills. 

The rebate is $50 per year. You must 
apply for it annually with the City of 
Chicago Department of Finance, and the 
application deadline is Aug. 1. 

If you received a rebate last year, a 
renewal form was mailed to you in 
January, which you should complete 
and return before the deadline. If you 
hadn’t applied for the rebate previous-
ly, go to www.chicago.gov/utilitybill 
to get the application, which you can fill 
out online. First-time applicants also 
must provide various documentation. 

If you have questions, email them to 
Jerry Goodman at Jerry@48thWard.org. 
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Inside story on the Strom mansion 

A ‘dream palace’ made 
way for Malibu East 
By Ron Cohn 

Watching the bulldozers 
attack the Strom mansion 
in 1968 to enable the 
construction of Malibu East 
was a study in mixed emotions for me. 

It had been, 20 years earlier, 
one of the favorite Sheridan 
Road “dream palaces” of my 
Edgewater adolescence. But 

now, in my 30s, the developer, Dunbar 
Builders, was a prospective client of my 
young ad agency and I was eager to be 
part of the marketing team for the new 
condo building, largest in Chicago. 

The ornate, yellow brick mansion 
was built in 1910 for Axel Strom, 
president of the U.S. Ball Bearing Co. He 
was born in Sweden and came to 
Chicago as a boy, rising to a position of 
wealth and power in industry and as a 
director of two banks. His home was, to 
me, among the most imposing on the 
“Millionaire’s Mile” of palatial residenc-
es lining both sides of Sheridan Road 
from the Edgewater Beach Hotel to 
Devon Avenue. 

Sadly, Axel Strom was not destined to 
enjoy his high life on the lakefront very 
long; he died of heart disease in 1917 at 
age 62. And, ironically for us a century 
later, the Spanish flu pandemic tragical-
ly claimed the lives of his youngest son, 
Walter, and Walter’s wife, as well as 
their 19-month-old son, in 1919. Axel’s 
wife died in 1927 and the mansion 
passed to other owners. In its decline, it 
was acquired by the Franciscan Fathers 
to house Loyola students in 1948, and 
by Dunbar 20 years later. 

Strom had commissioned interiors 
that were even more opulent than the 
mansion’s powerful and intricately 
detailed exterior. As I rode past it on 
the bus or on my bike (yes, it was 
possible to pedal up and down Sheridan 
Road in the 1940s without risking your 
life), I would imagine living amid the 
grandeur that surely resided within 
those walls. It was not, however, until 
preparing for this collection of articles 
commemorating Malibu East’s 50th 
anniversary that I learned my youthful 
fantasies actually fell far short of 
reality. A circular grand dining room 
with a high domed ceiling. A great 
ballroom with red velvet and rosewood 
walls. Even as an adult it was hard to 

conjure rooms like the “movie sets” 
described in a 40-year-old issue of our 
own newsletter. 

Researching the Dialogue archives 
unearthed an article providing details 
that paint a word picture of the 
imagination and craftsmanship that had 
filled the old mansion. The story 
featured an expert’s first-person 
account of salvaging treasures from the 
interiors in the last days of the doomed 
structure. 

The Strom mansion (excerpts from 
September 1981 Dialogue) 

 
Those who attended our 10th 

Anniversary Birthday Party on June 
7th may recall the display of light 
fixtures and paneling which had 
been retrieved from the Strom 
mansion before it was demolished 
to make way for what is now 
Malibu East. Because of the interest 
expressed in the mansion, one of 
our residents, Elaine Sundin, 
prevailed upon a friend of hers, 
Paul Vandehey, to write the 
following article about his experi-
ences in salvaging some of the 
beauty of the old mansion. 

▪ ▪ ▪ 

By the time I met the old Strom 
mansion, it was ready to be 
demolished. A friend told me that 
“you could buy some stuff there 
before they wreck it.” With that 
introduction, I spent the next three 
days working with the Franciscan 
Brothers and a few other avid 
junkers and antique nuts to remove 
as much of the beauty of the old 
mansion as possible. Mr. Strom had 
eclectic tastes. Art nouveau 
influenced everything, although 
each room had a special period 
flavor. 

▪ ▪ ▪ 
Everything in the mansion was 

ornate. The “candleholders,” which 
were on exhibit at the MECA party, 
were actually the ceiling fixtures 
from the downstairs closets. The 

front hall powder room had Tiffany 
gardens for windows. 

▪ ▪ ▪ 
A small drawing room was Louis 

X?? with silk padded wall panels, 
deeply mullioned windows with art 
glass roses and ornate plaster 
ornamentation on the ceiling and 
cove moldings. The dining room 
was round, with art nouveau 
painted ceiling (sightless eyes and 
dripping snakes/vines, so I 
remember), tiled floor and all the 
woodwork done in oak and 
rosewood. The breakfast room was 
English country, with oak paneling 
and marble wainscotting. 

▪ ▪ ▪ 
The living room was … baronial, 

with mahogany paneling, large 
mahogany box beams and an 
enormous red marble fireplace 
with surprisingly plain lines for the 
early 1900s. 

▪ ▪ ▪ 
The third floor ballroom had … a 

small widow’s walk facing Lake 
Michigan. Rather than have 
something as mundane as a brick 
chimney to disturb the lines of the 
green tile roof, each chimney flue 
was covered with a copper art 
nouveau baffle with raised quatre-
foil decorations on all sides. 

Vandehey’s article revealed some 
unusual, sometimes humorous, details 
about the art in the house and the 
“junkers” like him who were working to 
salvage it: 

On my second day, I was still 
working on the dining room built-
ins. The man taking out the marble 
from the breakfast room had lost 
the interest and assistance of his 
wife, and she wandered in to watch 
me and saw the ceiling. In short 
order, she borrowed my putty knife 
and someone else’s step ladder and 
was engaged in removing the 
ceiling. It was painted in slices like 
a pizza and then glued up into the 
dome. As she worked, articles of 
clothing fluttered to the floor. The 
artist who had dressed the art 
nouveau nymphs had not painted 
the original canvas. Instead, he 
made clothes and glued the flowing 
robes in place. The saints and 
virgins became slightly more exotic 
as she worked. She left the room 
with an armful of canvas rolls, 

(Continued on page 12) 
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(Paid Announcement) 

With heavy hearts, we announce the passing of our beloved mother, Annette Soil-Moore (apt 5F). She 

was a light in this world, and now we need to continue shining her light by 

carrying it within us in our own lives. Annette was born in Shelby, Mississippi, on 

July 7, 1944, to Isaac Bell, Jr., and Sarah Williams, raised by her paternal grandfa-

ther and her sister, Mary Smith. She pursued her education endeavors at Tennes-

see State University, where she majored in pre-med, on the cheerleader team. A 

member of the distinguished Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., met and married 

her first husband, John Quarles, an inspiring all-American football player, and 

relocated to Washington, D.C., where they birthed two daughters, Tammie and 

Kim. She started working at the United Postal Services, where she remained for thirty years. Upon 

moving to Chicago, she lived in the South Shore community and had her third child, John, in Mississip-

pi. Three years after his birth, the family moved to the Edgewater community on the North Side of 

Chicago in 1972. 

Ann, as affectionately known, loved the finer things in life. You could catch her shopping on the 

Magnificent Mile or anywhere. Anna Sayrun and mom would be out all day and night hitting shop-

ping malls or going to the suburbs looking at houses and sharing the afternoon 

reminiscing about them. She loved good food and the Four Seasons, Pinnacle, 

and Nookies. She was an avid reader and crossword puzzle solver. Her love of 

Blues and Jazz took her to all the jazz and blues clubs. She was a subscription 

holder of CSO Sinfonietta and Jazz series. She loved street and community 

festivals, the Taste of Chicago, the Jazz and Blues festivals, and of course, the 

infamous Greek festival held down the road. She loved to travel. There are 

probably not too many places mom had not been, or did not have in the plans 

to go. She loved life, love and laughter. Her strong values of education, culture, and resilience allow 

us to know and love her well. Annette was an advocate for children as she volunteered as a Girl 

Scout leader and the Rainbow Coalition. A health nut, she exercised daily with friends of the building 

where they would walk miles and miles daily (Joseph and Edy). As she had been a vegetarian and 

vegan to help combat her health challenges, and was determined to stay 

healthy. She later went on and married Chauncey Moore on September 9, 1999, 

who she loved and cared for until his death in 2011. She had a strong faith 

active at her church Christ Scientist for several years before joining her daugh-

ter’s ministry at Good News Community Church. Annette’s health began to 

decline as her body became weak, but her faith and spirit stayed strong. On the 

evening of March 20, 2021, she took her last breath and joined the ancestors in 

the heavenly realm. We will miss Mom’s love and care as she raised us to be 

strong and authentic of our true calling and self.  

We thank everyone for your prayers, calls, texts and cards to all who knew and loved her, and we are 

appreciative. Join us July 7, 2021, as we celebrate her 77th birthday as a celebration of life public 

service. 

Respectfully, the Family. 
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Changes in 
Edgewater: 1980s 
By Beth Robinson 

In conjunction with our decade-by-
decade timeline of noteworthy events at 
Malibu East, we are also looking back at 
changes that occurred in the larger 
Edgewater community during the 
corresponding decades. 

In 1980, Edgewater separated from 
Uptown to become an area in 
its own right on the city map 
and focused on building its 
image as an attractive place 

to live. The community faced some 
hurdles to achieving this goal. Along the 
Winthrop-Kenmore corridor, many 
buildings were run-down or aban-
doned, and the neighborhood had 
problems with crime. The Chicago 
Police Department’s Mass Transit Unit 
put the Thorndale “L” stop on the list of 
“high crime” stations that should close 
at night for safety. Some Sheridan Road 
high-rise dwellers were hesitant to 
venture out into the neighborhood on 
foot. 

The community undertook a cam-
paign to upgrade the housing on 
Kenmore and Winthrop. The Edgewater 
Community Council, together with the 
city’s Department of Housing, spear-
headed a plan to rehab buildings and 
create new housing units, mostly for 
low- and moderate-income households. 
They helped to fund remodeling, 
pressured negligent landlords to be 
accountable for maintenance and 
sought out buyers for abandoned 
property. These efforts paid off with 
reductions in crime and an improved 
housing stock. 

Edgewater became increasingly 
diverse, and many residents saw this as 
a selling point for the neighborhood. 
The African American population grew 
from 1% in 1970 to 11% in 1980 to 
20% in 1990. The neighborhood was 
home to immigrants from many parts of 
the world, including Southeast Asian 
refugees coming to the U.S. in the 
aftermath of the Vietnam War. Some of 
these refugees opened ethnic business-
es and restaurants along an underuti-
lized strip of Argyle Street, contributing 
to the transformation of the area into 
what is now a dining destination for 
Vietnamese, Chinese and other South-
east Asian cuisine. Senn High School 
made it into “The Guinness Book of 
World Records” in 1980 as the most 

diverse high school in the United States. 
At the time, the student body included 
representatives of 70 countries and 
speakers of 46 languages. 

As a densely populated area, Edge-
water needed more recreational space. 
The Broadway Armory was then owned 
by the National Guard, and the Chicago 
Park District leased a portion of the 
building. When the National Guard 
indicated its interest in selling the 
Armory for commercial development, 
residents raised their concerns and 
succeeded in facilitating the sale of the 
building to the Chicago Park District, 
creating the largest indoor park in the 
city. 

Likewise, community members 
objected when the Clerics of St. Viator 
received an offer to purchase their land 
along the lakefront north of Granville to 
make room for new high-rises. Three 
mansions sat on the property, left from 
the era when single-family homes lined 
Sheridan Road. Thanks to the work of 
committed individuals, including 
Malibu East resident Roula Alakiotou, 
the Chicago Park District acquired the 
land and established Berger Park there. 
One of the buildings was beyond repair 
and had to be demolished. The Park 
District restored one of the homes, 
which became the Berger Park Cultural 
Center, and advocates helped to raise 
funds to restore the Gunder mansion, 
which housed the North Lakeside 
Cultural Center. 

During the decade, Lake Michigan 
reached the highest water levels 
recorded until then, threatening to 
damage the property of the many 
condo owners along the east side of 
Sheridan Road. In the winter of 1986 
and the spring of 1987, massive 
flooding caused damage to buildings 
and closures on Lake Shore Drive. 
Luckily, Malibu East did not have any 
water infiltration from the lake 
flooding. To protect the lakefront, 
riprap, composed of large chunks of 
limestone and concrete, was placed in 
vulnerable areas of the shoreline. One 
of these little islands is still visible at 
Thorndale Beach. The Edgewater 
Historical Society exhibit “High Water 
and Hell: Rising Lake Puts Chicago on 
Edge” traces the history of the lake 
water levels and proposed solutions to 
flooding. 

Next: Changes in Edgewater during 
the 1990s. 

Q & A with LindaLindaLinda 

What are those bugs? 
By Linda Eng 

Today I have three 
questions: 

What are all those 
black bugs on my screen? 

Lake flies, also known as 
midges, come in different sizes and 
colors in our lake region. Lake Michigan 
produces those cute gnat-like black 
bugs that the birds, ducks and fish love 
to eat. Here at Malibu East you will find 
them searching for warmth on your 
screen in the sunshine. You may want 
to tap the screen before opening it, and 
then quickly proceed before closing it. 
Don’t worry – the insects are harmless 
and don’t live very long. 

How is a president elected on our 
Board of Directors? 

At the first regular Board meeting 
following an annual election, the 
directors will nominate a candidate or 
candidates to fill each office on the 
Board, one by one, including president. 
The individual who receives the most 
votes for each office is elected for the 
next 12 months. An election will also 
happen whenever a vacancy occurs in 
the middle of a term, as happened 
recently following the death of longtime 
president Marcel Molins. 

My condo does not have a garbage 
disposal. Is there a good way to get 
rid of my French press coffee 
grounds? 

I have heard that these grounds can 
be used as compost in our balcony 
plantings, but I must say I did not have 
good luck with this. I have a small 
strainer and I pour the coffee/grounds 
through it. Shake the strainer and you 
now have dry grounds to plant or put in 
the garbage, which should be securely 
sealed and double-bagged before 
placing in the rubbish chute. 

Do you have a question about living 
at Malibu East? If so, please contact me 
at questions@MalibuEast.org and I 
will try to answer it. 

 

2020-21 Board of Directors 
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Malibu East by decade 

Special assessments, 
personnel turnover 
define 1980s 
By Neil Warner 

This is the second in a series of articles 
highlighting notable events at Malibu 
East during its 50-year history. 

Malibu East made it through the 
1970s with the bumps in the 
road that are predictable in a 
new building as large as this, 
particularly in an era when 

condominium living was relatively new. 
The decade of the 1980s, however, 
brought a stressful series of events, 
marked by major repair projects and 
the special assessments that were 
needed to pay for them. The result: a 
sharp drop in unit prices that would 
take a long time to be recouped. 

Water infiltration in units had 
become a problem by the early ’80s. 
The Board of Directors hired an 
engineering firm, Kennedy & Associ-
ates, to evaluate the problem and 
propose a solution. What Kennedy 
recommended was the repair of the 
damaged balconies, the waterproofing 
of all balconies, the tuckpointing and 
caulking needed to rectify the water 
damage in units from wind-driven rain 
and snow, and the repainting of the 
concrete portions of the facade. After 
going out to bid, the Board hired 
Berglund Construction as the project 
contractor. Inspections were done in 
1983, and the balcony/facade repairs 
proceeded from 1984 through 1986. 
Final cost: $1.7 million. 

Concurrently the concrete in the 
garage was showing significant 
deterioration. After an examination by 
engineering firm Wiss Janney, Elstner 
Associates, the Board undertook garage 
concrete repairs that occupied nearly 
all of 1986 at a cost of $1.4 million. 

Having ended 1983 with a reserve 
fund balance just under $250,000, the 
Board was facing two capital projects 
that would cost in the millions. First, 
the owners declined to authorize 
borrowing by the Board to pay for these 
projects. As a result the Board, with the 

blessing of a majority of owners, 
approved three special assessments 
from 1984 through 1986, totaling $2.8 
million. 

Prior to 1981, the annual funding of 
the reserves had always amounted to 
less than $50,000. Once the scope and 
cost of the major projects became 
known, the annual funding never again 
dipped below $100,000 and began 
increasing significantly in the late ’80s. 

In addition to the disruption caused 
by these capital projects, there was a 
big turnover on the Board in the mid-
’80s, including changes in all four 
officers in the same year, followed by 
rapid-fire turnover among building 
managers (five in 18 months) and 
management companies (three in three 
years). The Board also converted its self
-managed garage to one that was 
managed by an established parking 
firm. 

Below we identify a number of 
noteworthy events, or simply interest-
ing facts, at Malibu East during the 
1980s. Because we were working from 
an incomplete library of newsletters, 
we may have missed some key events. 
We apologize for any omission. 

1980s – Continuing a method of 
communication that had begun in the 
1970s, the Floor Captains Committee 
was comprised of residents represent-
ing each of the residential floors. 
Although it was always difficult to find 
a willing representative on every floor, 
this committee typically drew 20-25 
members to each of its meetings, 
discussing building-related concerns. 
Floor captains were expected to 
communicate these matters to other 
residents on their floor. This committee 
remained active through most of the 
decade before declining in the late ’80s. 

1980 – There was controversy over 
the use of the fourth-floor deck. As 
displayed in Q & A sessions at Board 
meetings and in letters published in the 
newsletter, some owners felt that the 
rules were not conducive to children 
playing on the deck, while other owners 
argued for maintaining an “adult” 
environment. 

1980 – The Board began a practice of 
holding its closed session in the Billiard 
Room, before moving to the Windjam-
mer Room for the Q & A session and 
regular meeting. 

Early 1981 – Cablecom was begin-
ning a contract to provide satellite TV 
service to residents, with three 24-hour 
channels: Warner AMEX (movies), 

ESPN and CNN. Previously we had only 
a master antenna service, with the 
option of subscribing to a Showtime 
channel. 

1983 – A program to redecorate all 
hallways was begun, with new wiring 
and lighting, painting of doors and door 
frames, installation of new carpeting 
and wall covering, and painting of color 
stripes at the entrance to each unit. The 
residents on each floor chose their 
preferred color scheme from several 
options. This project was completed in 
early 1985. In conjunction with this 
project, a voluntary water heater 
replacement program was undertaken. 

1983-84 – A putting green was 
installed on the north side of the fourth-
floor deck. 

April 1984 – The Board renewed its 
contract for the Laundry Room with 
Universal Laundries, which included 
the installation of new washers and 
dryers, revamping of the venting and 
upgrading of the electrical service to 
the dryers, as well as redecorating the 
room, including installation of new 
quarry tile. The cost to use the washers 
increased to $.50; dryers cost $.25 for 
30 minutes. 

Summer 1984 – Swimming pools 
were closed because of the balcony/
facade project. 

November 1984 – 89% of the 
registered voters at Malibu East voted 
in the U.S. general election, with Ronald 
Reagan receiving 315 votes for presi-
dent and Walter Mondale 256. 

1985 – Parking rates in the garage 
ranged from $1 for one hour or less, to 
$6 for 12-24 hours. 

August 1986 – The 46-story rubbish 
chute wall was rebuilt with heavy-duty 
aluminized steel, along with sound-
proofing of the shaft and replacement 
of defective chute doors on some floors. 
Also, the chute sprinklers were upgrad-
ed to conform to revisions in the 
Chicago building code. 

Oct. 14, 1986 – In the wake of three 
special assessments in three consecu-
tive years, five new directors were 
elected to the Board, and all four 
officers were new. Marcel Molins was 
named president, beginning a tenure of 
34+ years. 

Fall 1986 – A storm caused flooding 
of the lower level of Malibu East, the 
loading dock and the dog run, partly 
because clogged sewer drains on 
Glenlake couldn’t handle the runoff. As 

(Continued on page 11) 

The symbol at the left 
will be used throughout 
the issue to identify 
articles related to the 

50th anniversary of Malibu East. 
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a result, the city proposed raising the 
height of the seawall behind the dog 
run to the same height as the wall at the 
foot of Glenlake, hoping to forestall 
further flooding. This also led the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to oversee the 
construction of revetments between 
Glenlake and 6121 N. Sheridan Road, 
and at other nearby locations. 

1987 – The city changed Malibu 
East’s precinct number from 51st to 
22nd, which it remains today. 

1987 – Photoelectric cells, producing 
light beams, were installed on the 
service elevator to detect when a 
person, pet or package was in the path 
of the door closing. Previously a closing 
door would stop only when the vertical 
rubber bumper on the closing door 
encountered an obstacle, much to the 
chagrin of various people and pets. 

Summer 1987 – The Fitness Room 
was relocated from the lower level, 
near the Racquetball Court, to the 
fourth floor, in the space now occupied 
by the Billiard Room. 

October 1987 – The rubbish chute 
was closed for the third time in 14 
months because it had become clogged. 
Workers found a six-foot-long piece of 
4x4 lumber wedged in the chute, and 
because the walls had been ruptured, 
the chute had to remain closed while 
repairs were performed. 

Summer 1988 – Acting on complaints 
from neighborhood residents, Chicago 
Police issued an average of 12 tickets 
per hour to bicyclists who were riding 
their bikes on the Sheridan Road 
sidewalks one Sunday, in violation of a 
city ordinance and the recently posted 
signs on Sheridan Road. 

Aug. 15, 1988 – Malibu East hired 
Standard Parking to manage the garage, 
after having self-managed it for 17 
years. The primary reason for the 
change was the high number of damage 
claims that the Association had to pay. 

Late 1988 – The Board authorized 
the first-time purchase of an emergency 
generator to light the hallways and 
power the service elevator in case of a 
power failure by ComEd. 

Next: Noteworthy events at Malibu 
East during the 1990s. 

Malibu East in the ’80s 
(Continued from page 10) 

streamline several operational tasks in 
buildings, ranging from visitor manage-
ment, package delivery, reservations, 
work orders, emergency notifications, 
payments, parking applications and 
cancellations, and more, in a user-
friendly mobile application. It will be 
adapted as the dashboard of the 
management team to increase opera-
tional efficiency while enhancing 
communication. 

The management team is currently 
working on the database to be used in 
Rise, and on the training of the staff 
members that will be key liaisons with 
the constituents of our community. 

Further communications will be 
shared to indicate the implementation 
timetable of Rise. Management will 
work concurrently with both the 
current management tools and Rise 
until the new application is fully 
operational. 

2021 LOBBY ENHANCEMENT: The 
Board of Directors allocated a budget to 
embellish the lobby with new furniture; 
new carpet in the lobby carpeted area, 
the mail room, and the cart room; and 
painting of the window walls. 

PET POLICY: The Board of Directors 
discussed the situation of numerous pet 
incidents that primarily consist of dog 
urine accidents in the common ele-
ments that are unreported to staff 
members for prompt cleaning. This is a 
reminder that management was 
directed by the Board on Oct. 1, 2018, 
to apply a fine of $200 to unreported 
pet incidents. 

This matter was discussed and 
reviewed by the Board one more time 
at its April board meeting following 
several fine waiver requests from 
owners who got a pet fine billed to their 
accounts. At the conclusion of their 
discussion and review of claims 
submitted to the Board, the directors 
are reiterating the Board’s Pet Policy as 
follows: 

“Pet ownership comes with responsi-
bility. Malibu East’s ‘no fault’ pet policy 
is very generous in that if an incident is 
reported timely to building door staff, 
there is no penalty. 

“The Board adopted this policy in 
September of 2018 (effective Oct. 1, 
2018) due to numerous complaints of 
pet urine accidents in the common areas, 
both inside and outside of the building. 
This policy has been communicated to 

Management report 
(Continued from page 3) 

owners and residents no less than twelve 
times since then, using various communi-
cation methods, including paper door 
drop, email, and Dialogue articles. In 
addition, all new renters and buyers 
were given this policy. Every pet owner 
has received this notice in one way or 
another. 

“Management and the Board have 
received many requests to ‘forgive’ the 
$200 fine on pet accidents unreported 
by the dog owner. At the April 2021 
Board meeting, the Board reconfirmed 
the existing policy and informed 
management that the Board will not be 
granting any exceptions. 

“Note that the policy addresses pet 
incidents that are not reported by pet 
owners, as well as by pet handlers if 
different from the pet owners. Further, 
notification of any pet incident and the 
applicable fine by management is 
emailed to the owner of the unit where 
the pet lives, regardless if the unit owner 
is the pet owner. And last, the fine is 
applied to the account of the owner of 
the unit where the pet lives regardless if 
the owner lives in the unit or does not 
own the dog.” 

2021 DOG REGISTRATION RE-
MINDER: The Board of Directors has 
adopted a Dog Policy, complementary 
to the provisions of the current dog 
rules and Declaration, that includes a 
new registration effective Jan. 1, 2021. 
The new registration contains a 
provision to the effect that dogs, 
regardless of breed or size, must be 
covered by the insurance of the owners 
or renters. 

All dog owners must re-register 
their dogs regardless of whether they 
had registered their dogs in previous 
years, including 2020. All fobs associat-
ed to units with dogs registered in 2021 
will be activated to operate the dog run 
fob readers as soon as the first week of 
April (postponed from March); the 
other fobs will be reprogrammed so 
that they won’t operate the fob readers 
of the dog runs. 

Please be advised that you must 
register your dog(s) using the 2021 
form, with no more delay. The Board of 
Directors recently adopted a fine of 
$100 applicable to the owner of the unit 
where a dog lives and remains unregis-
tered in 2021. The 2021 form is 
available in the lobby, in the Manage-
ment Office, and was email blasted Jan. 
11, 2021. 

(Continued on page 13) 

An updated Xfinity channel 
guide can be found at 

www.MalibuEast.org/tv  
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 Percy L. Smith 
 

REALTOR 

5128 W. Irving Park Rd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
Business: (773) 283-4600 
Home: (773) 271-7649 
Cell: (773) 520-1945 
PSmith6033@sbcGlobal.net 

Expert service, Buying, selling 
or renting — contact Percy 

Recently closed on 21E, 20G 
Contract pending on 32F 
Recently rented: 37K 
Units for sale: 38B, 32L, 5M 

the glamour of Acapulco, and the 
Chicago fashion and high-society scene 
as the inspirations for her novel, 
“Heaven’s Gift.” But, I asked, how did 
she get the notion to write it in the first 
place? Was it something she had always 
wanted to do? “Absolutely not,” she 
tells me. “I was just trying to help a 
friend.” 

The husband of one of Angie’s close 
friends, Jim, had been diagnosed with 
terminal cancer sometime in 2011. So, 
to help distract him, she committed to 
writing a novel as long as he wrote one 
too, so they could see who would finish 
first, without giving each other progress 
reports. She had no clue about how to 
start, but settled on romance, since it 
mirrored her own romantic life, and the 
lure of Acapulco as something exotic for 
readers. She even joined the Romance 
Writers of America, whose members 
often authored somewhat risque  
paperbacks. She secured the help of one 
of her friends from the Chicago Press 
Club, a journalist/author and former 
speechwriter for President Nixon, to 
review her chapter-by-chapter outline 
and critique each chapter as she 
progressed – all this while her husband 
Jack was fighting his own battle with 
multiple myeloma, diagnosed in 2007. 

“Heaven’s Gift” was published in 
2013, a year before Angie’s soulmate 

died. Sadly, her friend Jim had passed 
away not long before that. When Angie 
asked how far he had progressed in 
writing his novel, his widow confessed 
that he had never started one, and 
Angie realized Jim had truly given her 
his own heaven’s gift by accepting her 
dare. She began a sequel but gave up 
after three chapters because her heart 
just wasn’t in it. 

Reading the book, I enjoyed several 
familiar Chicago locales coming back to 
life – Marshall Field’s and its Walnut 
Room, the Gold Coast Room in the 
Drake Hotel, the Rush Street scene and 
other nostalgia-invoking places. Angie 
tells me that her Acapulco locations are 
real ones, too. 

Are the novel’s protagonists pat-
terned after real people? “Of course,” 
she says with a big smile. “I wouldn’t 
have had fun with it otherwise.” 

So, if you want to figure out who 
Angie and Jack are in this intriguing – 
and, at times, quite steamy – roman a  
clef, just go to Amazon and you’ll be 
able to get the Kindle edition of 
Angeline Duran’s “Heaven’s Gift” for 
only $3.99, or as a paperback for 
$15.99. 

one of their traveling teams of in-house 
rivals. Among many noteworthy 
memories, he never forgot having his 
picture taken with Marilyn Monroe in 
Japan. She was then married to Joe 
DiMaggio and staying at their hotel. 
Monroe was dressed in fatigues 
because she was on her way to Korea to 
entertain the U.S. troops. Jack told 
Angie, “I was shaking, and Marilyn tells 
me, ‘I hope I don’t ruin your picture.’ ” 

After a few years with the Globetrot-
ters, Jack returned to Chicago where he 
started out as a physical education 
instructor, and promoted dances at the 
old Edgewater Beach Hotel. He became 
a vending machine distributor and real 
estate investor who “sailed through life 
with a big smile, a strong handshake 
and the firm belief that it was 5 o’clock 
somewhere,” says Angie. He liked a 
good meal, a glass of Cutty Sark and the 
view from his Acapulco condo – but 
most of all he loved his Angie. 

Angie remembers getting invited to 
his bachelor pad in Chicago for the first 
time for a drink, and discovering that 
his drinking glasses weren’t frosted, 
they just hadn’t been washed. “He never 
washed anything and had never used 
the stove,” she recalls. On one of their 
first dates, he arrived to find her 
waiting with a bucket and a mop. “I 
said, ‘We’re not going anywhere until 
this place is clean.’ And when he asked, 
‘What’s wrong with it?’ I told him it was 
like ‘Animal House’!” She hired a weekly 
maid service, and a grateful Jack said, 
“Why didn’t I think of that?” 

“I think he had probably dated half 
the world, and when he met me, he saw 
something stable,” Angie wrote in the 
obituary. Jack died in 2014, just shy of 
their silver anniversary. 

Angie credits her romance with Jack, 

Angie Lahey 
(Continued from page 1) 

shouting, “John, John, we have to 
remodel the bathroom now!” 

The final revenge of the Strom house, 
according to Vandehey’s account in the 
Dialogue story, came when they tried to 
raze the foundation. “The walls were 
extra thick to moderate temperatures 
for the wine cellars,” he wrote. “Two 
cranes had to lift the foundation at the 
corners with cables until it cracked – 
nothing less worked.” 

Dream palace 
(Continued from page 5) 
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BALCONY PONDING: Now that we 
have entered the spring rainy season, 
management continues to get phone 
calls from owners questioning the 
ponding on their balconies despite all 
the abundant information already 
communicated in writing on this 
matter. 

The balconies were originally built 
with a pitch from the walls to the edges 
to allow water (rain, melting ice and 
snow) to drain away from the building. 
However, concrete naturally sags over 
time in between reinforcement rebar 
grids, particularly in the middle where 
the rebars are the weakest, due to its 
own weight and gravity. As a result, the 
majority of our balconies collect water 
along the knee walls and/or in the 
center parts; it is a widespread problem 
at Malibu East as well as other concrete 
buildings. The water staled in the 
depressions of the balconies is incon-
venient for a lot of reasons, besides 
adding wear and tear on the membrane. 

We can assure you that the Board has 
discussed many times the ponding issue 
and potential solutions with consult-
ants and contractors. There is not much 
that can be done besides the application 

Management report 
(Continued from page 11) 

Chestnut Organizing & Cleaning Service 

312-332-5575 
... especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental challenges 
or other causes of your home’s clutter, disorganization, 
dysfunction.  

We also organize and clean for the deceased in lieu of having 
the bereaved needing to do this preparation (to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home). Longtime references in this building.  

Please visit our website for more information about us: 

www.ChestnutCleaning.com 

 

of a light leveler (liquid) applied before 
the final green coating, which was done 
by Reliable Building Systems during the 
course of the comprehensive façade 
and balcony project that took place 
from 2016 through 2020. The leveler, 
as part of the membrane system, 
slightly compensated for the sagging of 
the concrete, but overall, the sagging 
will be visually about the same and 
water will continue to collect on your 
balconies. Completely negating the 
effects of the sagging of the concrete is 
not possible at this time, given the 
absence of durable products on the 
market that will effectively achieve the 
correction while surviving our blister-
ing winters. The only other known 
remedy is unrealistic to finance as it 
entails cutting off large and deep 
sections of sagged concrete, then 
installing new rebar in the sections and 
repouring new concrete, not to mention 
that the timetable of the project would 
be at least three to four times longer 
than the four years we just went 
through. 

WATER ON BALCONIES SHOULD 
NEVER BE PUSHED OVER THE EDGES 
BUT WIPED UP, PER THE RULES. 

URBAN DESIGN AND LANDSCAP-
ING, PHASE 2: Helios Construction has 
completed the painting of the ceiling 

consisting of concrete coffers, the 
wiring and installation of the lighting 
on the ceiling and north wall of the 
atrium, the stripping of the old pavers, 
the replacement of the three under-
ground pipes connected to the fire 
standpipe systems, and the new 
concrete curbs around the atrium 
center and around the west 15-minute 
parking area. Helios will complete the 
west side of the atrium and then 
proceed with the completion of the east 
side. The anticipated completion date is 
early June. 

Wanted: Back issues 

The newsletter staff is seeking old 
issues of the Dialogue to help with its 
research of the 50-year history of 
Malibu East. In particular, the staff 
would like issues prior to 2000. 

The staff will return your issues after 
it completes its research, if you want 
them back. 

You can contact the Dialogue staff at 
Dialogue@MalibuEast.org, or leave a 
note with the doorman to the attention 
of editor Neil Warner, providing your 
name and contact information. 

We hope there are some savers out 
there. 
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The Dialogue 
The Malibu East Condominium Dialogue is 
published by resident volunteers to promote 
communication among owners, residents, the 
Board of Directors, management and staff of 
Malibu East Condominium, 6033 North Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, IL 60660. 

Articles written by and opinions of the Malibu 
East Condominium Dialogue staff and contributors 
are their personal views and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Malibu East Condominium 
or its Board of Directors and management. 

Letters to the Malibu East Condominium Dialogue 
Committee are encouraged. Its staff reserves the 
right to edit those letters which it sees fit to print 
and to print only those with constructive content. 
Letters to the Dialogue Committee may be left at 
the management office. 

Advertising disclaimer 
The Dialogue neither endorses nor promotes in 
whole or part any advertising printed in the 
Dialogue newsletter or included as a separate 
insert. The content of such advertising is the sole 
responsibility of the advertiser and is paid for by 
the advertiser. Advertising fees are used to defray 
the publication cost of the Dialogue. 

Copyright © 2021 Malibu East Condominium. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be 
duplicated or distributed without written 
permission from authorized representatives of 
Malibu East Condominium. 

Malibu East 
Condominium 

6033 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago IL 60660-3003 

773-271-1732 
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Easter egg ‘no hunt’ 

At the recommendation of the Board, 
the Social Committee elected to host a 
“no hunt” Easter egg hunt in the lobby 
this year, citing lingering safety 
concerns with the pandemic. 

With the new format, only three 
children and their parents chose to 
participate in the event, held Saturday, 
April 3. 

Social Committee members Sandy 
Chaet and James Brainer handed out 
Easter eggs filled with candy and 
stickers, as well as some chocolate eggs. 
Each child also received a small 
chocolate Easter bunny. 

The turnout may have been small, 
but the smiles on the children’s faces 
made it worthwhile, Sandy said. 

The accompanying photos were 
taken by Tracy Poyser. 

 

Arfa elected president 

At its March 23 meeting, the Board of 
Directors elected Arthur Arfa as its new 
president. Arfa succeeds Marcel Molins, 
who died on March 1 after serving 34-
plus years as Board president. 

Arfa has been a Board member since 
September 2012, having served as 
secretary and second vice president 
prior to becoming president. 

“My first reaction was shock and an 
understanding that it will be very 
difficult to step into a position that had 
been held for so long and so well by 
Marcel Molins,” Arfa said about being 
named president. “However, the Board 
has many excellent members and, as a 
unit, I am sure that we can continue 
moving the Association in the positive 
direction in which it has been moving. 

“I see the president of the Board as 
being a facilitator to seek consensus 
with the other Board members in 
making decisions regarding the 
Association. The president is not a 
dictator and is, at best, first among 
equals in making decisions.” 

Asked to appraise the outlook for 
Malibu East, Arfa said, “I think the 
prospects for the Association are 
positive both in the short and medium 
term. Our adoption of a reserve study 
helps guide us in understanding the 
projects that must be completed to 
maintain and improve the building for 
the residents.” 

Before retiring in 2009, Arfa worked 
at the Railroad Retirement Board for 37 
years, first as a claims examiner and 
then in the legal department. 

Arfa is married. His wife, Marcia, 
preceded him as a Board member. 

 

Don’t wait… Vaccinate! 


